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Akela has a special passion for working on 
curly hair because there’s so much versatility 
and she loves the joy of seeing the shape form 
immediately as she works with it.
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Akela D�ouglass

Akela has been an industry professional for 10 years and 
a Wella Brand Educator for 4. She’s a member of the ghd 
styling team and was awarded the BEA Natural Texture 
Artist Artist of the Year in 2020 and Creative Artist of the 
Year in 2021. Having previously owned a salon in San 
Francisco, she relocated to Houston in 2020 where she 
manages a large salon and spa and is in final preparations 
for a soon-to-be-announced new venture! 

She loves what she does, from working with clients and 
models to teaching in salons and schools—every day 
is different and that’s what makes it exciting! She has a 
special passion for working on curly hair in part because 
there’s so much versatility and because she loves the 
instant gratification of seeing the shape form immediately 
as she works with it. Her one piece of advice to fellow 
stylists: learn to work with ALL hair types, even if you have to 
seek out education yourself. 

She finds inspiration everywhere—whether it’s walking 
down the street, people watching, being out in nature, or 
consuming movies and art. She loves to travel the world, 
cook, and watch beauty pageants. Even in her non-work 
interests she says she gets style inspiration: It’s everywhere 
as soon as you start looking for it!

In her experience, she’s found that natural hair is going to 
do what it’s going to do, and she’s learned to work with that 
rather than over-complicating it. When people overdo it 
they ruin the most beautiful aspects of natural hair,  
she feels, and she doesn’t want to be known for that.  
Above all, she wants her craft to be effortless and her 
signature simplicity.




