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Kankakee County GIS Committee Meeting 
Minutes 

Meeting of June 6 June 5, 2009 
 

 
Members in Attendance 
 
Steve Beatty, Kankakee County Supervisor of Assessments 
Laurie Cyr, Village of Bourbonnais 
Kim Dickens, Village of Bradley 
Kelly McLaren, Kankakee County Board 
Zack Newton, City of Kankakee 
Jim Piekarczyk, Kankakee County Engineer 
Mike Van Mill, Economic Alliance of Kankakee County 
George Washington, Kankakee County Board 
 
Others in Attendance 
 
Roger Diercks, Kankakee County GIS Manager 
Rob Hoffman, RVMTD 
Josh Kalov, GIS Technician 
Diane Redwitz, Kankakee County Highway Dept. 
Mark Regel, RVMTD 
 
 
Meeting commenced at 9:04am 
 
There was no public comment 
 
Mr. Piekarczyk motioned to approve the minutes of the April 10, 2009 meeting, seconded 
by Mr. McLaren.  Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Diercks told the Committee that Ms. Cyr would be Bourbonnais’ representative. 
 
Mr. Diercks reported one website renewal at $100 and one data sale at $20 for a total of 
$120 since the April meeting. 
 
Mr. Diercks said that he, Mr. Kalov, Ms. Redwitz, and Mr. Newton has attended the 
Illinois GIS Association conference in Champaign in April.  He focused on the statewide 
coordination and cooperation that was discussed there and said that he was encouraged 
that there appeared to be significant movement forward in this area. 
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Mr. Diercks, Mr. Kalov, and Ms. Redwitz attended a meeting of the northeastern Illinois 
counties’ GIS staffs in Joliet in early May.  The meeting was one of two meetings held 
annually to continue to coordinate on issues of mutual interest, particularly producing 
data that meets consistent standards and that can be used in an interoperable manner by 
any county in the group.  Work is progressing well with meeting the technical standards, 
but the next issue that will be addressed will be harmonizing data sharing policies among 
the counties. 
 
Mr. Diercks and Will County’s GIS Director had spoken after the May meeting about the 
proposed data sharing agreement.  Mr. Diercks sent Will County a one sentence 
modification to the agreement, but has not heard back yet.  He said that he has also found 
out in the meantime that Will County’s 911 program maintains the county’s street 
centerline data and suggested that it might be possible to reach and agreement with Will 
County 911 to exchange centerline data.  The Committee directed Mr. Diercks to explore 
that possibility if Will County has not responded by the August Committee meeting.   
 
Mr. Diercks informed the Committee that he had developed an online survey that he sent 
to the municipalities to solicit application feedback.  Ms. Dickens was the only response 
as of the meeting time, but Mr. Diercks acknowledged that with new officeholders being 
sworn in the various municipalities a month earlier that many municipal governments 
were in flux and that he’d see if any other responses came back.  He mentioned that an 
initial idea he had was a better buffering and mailing list generation application that could 
be served up over the web. 
 
Under ongoing projects, Mr. Diercks updated the Committee on progress enhancing the 
site address layer. He also advised the Committee that IDOT had a newly revised 
agreement that needed to be approved in order to keep receiving the quarterly updates of 
NAVTEQ data from IDOT.  Ms. Redwitz indicated that this data was of particular use 
and interest to her.  Mr. Diercks relayed Grundy County’s interest in sharing data and 
said that his discussions with Grundy County made him realize that a standard 
memorandum of understanding for sharing data with other units of government should be 
developed.  The Committee directed Mr. Diercks to develop such a memorandum.  
Finally, Mr. Diercks mentioned that he has been working on a public site that he hoped to 
be able to demonstrate at least a prototype of at the August meeting, and that the new 
server had been installed and that the process of software installation and configuration 
was ongoing. 
 
Under data requests, Mr. Diercks said that the University of Illinois-Springfield item on 
the agenda turned out to be just an inquiry and not a formal request.  He said that he 
would bring any formal request back to the Committee. 
 
Mr. Diercks said that he had received an e-mail from Robinson Engineering’s developer 
regarding installing the economic development application and county GIS data at River 
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Valley Metro.  Because he was unaware of River Valley Metro’s particular relationship 
to the GIS Committee, or of any Committee direction regarding data sharing with RVM, 
the item was on the agenda.  He said that his recommendation to the Committee would be 
to approve the request since he saw River Valley Metro adding     in-house GIS 
capabilities as a benefit to the agencies represented on the Committee.  Mr. Hoffmann 
and Mr. Regel spoke about RVM’s plans for GIS and stated that the intent was to share 
data that RVM developed with the GIS Committee.  Mr. Regel stated that RVM was 
organized as a mass transit district with representatives of the agencies on the GIS 
Committee largely making up RVM’s board.  He said that RVM acts as a resource to its 
constituent agencies.  Mr. Piekarczyk made a motion to share GIS data and the 
application with RVM with Mr. Diercks to draft a memorandum of understanding.  Ms. 
Dickens seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 
 
Mr. Beatty said that he wanted to be clear on the sort of precedent being set by this 
request and how it related to entities that the GIS Committee agencies participate in or 
have representation.  Mr. Piekarczyk said that requests have been handled on a case-by-
case basis and that he didn’t think this changed anything. 
 
Mr. Diercks discussed the three possible options for obtaining 2010 aerial photography, 
namely Kankakee County securing its own contract, participating in a statewide flight, or 
participating in a flight with the northeastern counties group.  Mr. Washington said that 
although he understood the cost benefits of participating in a collaborative effort, his 
concern was that Kankakee County would lose the ability to hold a vendor accountable 
for project issues.  He asked Mr. Diercks if he had any idea what sort of cost savings 
might be realized in a joint project.  Mr. Diercks said that from his past experience the 
savings might have been ten percent at the most.  Mr. Piekarczyk said that Mr. Diercks 
had mentioned to him that he was considering a qualifications-based approach to 
selecting a vendor and that he would lend his strong support to such an approach after the 
experience of the last flight in 2006. 
  
There was not any Old Business or New Business to come before the Committee. 
 
Mr. Piekarczyk made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Beatty.  Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:02am. 
 
 
Please note the date for this set of minutes was corrected at the top of page 1 and in the 
page footer due to a scrivener’s error.  Nothing else in the contained text was changed. 
Correction made by Geoff Olson, GIS Coordinator. 
Approved by Delbert Skimerhorn, GIS Manger. 
April 26, 2022. 


