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Kankakee County GIS Committee Meeting 
Minutes 

Meeting of April 10, 2009 
 

 
Members in Attendance 
 
Steve Beatty, Kankakee County Supervisor of Assessments 
Kelly McLaren, Kankakee County Board 
Jim Piekarczyk, Kankakee County Engineer 
Mike Van Mill, Economic Alliance of Kankakee County 
George Washington, Kankakee County Board 
 
Others in Attendance 
 
Roger Diercks, Kankakee County GIS Manager 
Bob Gotkowski, NRCS 
Josh Kalov, GIS Technician 
Diane Redwitz, Kankakee County Highway Dept. 
Mark Regel 
 
 
Meeting commenced at 9:02am 
 
Mr. Piekarczyk motioned to approve the minutes of the February 6, 2009 meeting, 
seconded by Mr. Beatty. Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Diercks advised the Committee that there were $800 in website subscriptions, $45.55 
in data sales, and $75.00 in map sales since the last meeting for a total of $920.55 
 
Mr. Diercks said that he had not received any feedback on application ideas from the 
municipalities.  Mr. Gotkowski suggested approaching the municipalities’ consulting 
engineers.  Mr. Piekarczyk said that he thought that this wasn’t a bad idea, but that care 
needed to be exercised so as to not go around the municipalities themselves.  Ms. 
Redwitz asked if a survey would be the way to go.  Mr. McLaren said that he thought a 
survey would be an excellent idea and to emphasize that the results would be put on the 
agenda for the next meeting.  Mr. Diercks said that he would work on developing a 
survey consisting of a list of application ideas that he would ask the municipalities to 
rank. 
 
Mr .Van Mill entered the meeting. 
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Mr. Diercks brought up the issue of the data sharing agreement with Will County again.  
He said that he had spoken with Will County’s GIS Manager regarding the concerns over 
the language referring to fees.  He was told by Will County that because no fee was stated 
in the attachment, that there would be no fees involved.   
 
Mr. Van Mill asked if it would be possible to back out at any time.  Mr. Diercks replied 
that the agreement did allow either party to terminate it at will with 30 days written 
notice.  Mr. Piekarczyk asked Mr. Diercks if he sensed reluctance on Will County’s side 
to take a modified agreement to their legal counsel, to which Mr. Diercks replied that that 
was his sense.  Mr. Piekarczyk asked if it would be possible to modify the agreement to 
allay Kankakee County’s concerns.  Mr. Diercks replied that it could be possible, but that 
Will County might not sign it.  Mr. Diercks stated that because the agreement was 
constructed as an intergovernmental agreement, he felt that it would have to go through 
the County Board for approval.  Mr. Beatty asked if it would be possible to do some sort 
of department to department level exchange.  Mr. Diercks replied that he had tried that 
approach by proposing a letter of understanding, but that Will County wanted an 
intergovernmental agreement.  Mr. Gotkowski asked if any billing would apply both 
ways.  Mr. Diercks said that Kankakee County could bill Will County, but that the 
agreement didn’t have any language stating that that could be a possibility.  Mr. McLaren 
stated that he was not comfortable taking the agreement to the County Board in this form.  
The Committee directed Mr. Diercks to ask Will County once again to add language that 
clearly stated that no fees would be charged Kankakee County. 
 
Mr. Van Mill left the meeting. 
 
Ms. Redwitz and Mr. Piekarczyk updated the Committee on the crash mapping project.    
Mr. Piekarczyk discussed the background of the project, stating that the intent was to use 
results as documentation for applying for safety grants in areas where improvements were 
needed, as well as with regard to sharing a particular jurisdiction’s data with other 
jurisdictions. He stated that the project was initially designed such that data would not be 
shared with other jurisdictions.  Mr. Beatty stated that he could see value in sharing data 
in a joint project scenario.  
 
Under old business, Mr. Diercks mentioned that he had met with Aqua Illinois staff last 
week and that he was working on getting data from Aqua.  He also mentioned that he had 
ordered a new server that had been budgeted.  Mr. Diercks, Ms. Redwitz, and Mr. Kalov 
will be attending a meeting of the northeastern Illinois counties’ GIS staffs in Joliet in 
May, as well as the Illinois GIS Association conference in April.   
 
Mr. Piekarczyk made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Mr. McLaren.  Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:44am. 


