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Kankakee County GIS Committee Meeting 
Minutes 

Meeting of October 3, 2008 
 

 
Members in Attendance 
Steve Beatty, Kankakee County Supervisor of Assessments 
Sandi Cianci, Village of Bourbonnais 
Kim Dickens, Village of Bradley 
Kelly McLaren, Kankakee County Board 
Zack Newton, City of Kankakee 
George Washington, Kankakee County Board 
 
Others in Attendance 
Roger Diercks, Kankakee County GIS Manager 
Bob Gotkowski, NRCS 
Josh Kalov, GIS Technician 
 
 
Meeting commenced at 9:06am 
 
Mr. McLaren made a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting of September 5, 
2008., seconded by Mr. Beatty.  The motion carried. 
 
Mr. Diercks brought a request by Bob Massey, the Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources District Wildlife Biologist for Kankakee County, for a waiver of fees for 
project planning.  Ms. Dickens recommended waiting to see what sort of IDNR resources 
could be provided in return for a waiver before making a decision.  Mr. Washington 
agreed with Ms. Dickens and asked Mr. Diercks to see what sort of response he had from 
Mr. Massey before the Committee made a decision. 
 
Mr. Diercks reported $583.30 in data sales for the month with no new subscriptions or 
renewals to the website.  One subscriber declined to renew in the past month. 
 
Mr. Diercks reported that all outstanding issues with planimetrics had been resolved and 
that Mr. Kalov was finalizing review of the MrSID imagery.  Mr. Diercks said that once 
the review was done, he would look over the contract to see if any issues were 
outstanding before giving Pinnacle any sort of formal project acceptance. 
 
Work on the economic development application is progressing.  Mr. Diercks said that he 
had been working with Robinson Engineering to get them requested data for the 
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application.  Robinson indicated to him that they are looking to have the application 
completed by the end of October. 
 
Mr. Diercks said that the agreement with Aqua Illinois had been referred to the State’s 
Attorney’s Office and was being reviewed by them. 
 
Mr. Diercks advised the Committee that he had discussed the possibility of a sinking fund 
with Steve McCarty, the County Finance Director.  Mr. McCarty indicated to Mr. 
Diercks that he felt that since the GIS Fund was a special fund, that in a sense it was 
already a sinking fund and that it might be best to leave it as is.  Mr. Diercks said that 
he’s comfortable with that scenario and that he’s approached the budget from the 
standpoint that some of the fund balance should be left in reserve for data updates. 
 
Mr. Diercks said that River Valley Metro staff were now using the GPS units for their 
mapping project. 
 
Mr. Diercks refreshed the Committee on the status of the recording fee study.  Ms. 
Dickens made a motion to recommend an increase of $2, seconded by Ms. Cianci.  Ms. 
Cianci said that she thought that it might be advisable to include language stating that the 
$2 increase would bring the fee in line with the state average. 
 
Mr. Beatty discussed the financial state of the GIS program and stated that it was 
important to consider future increases before the scope of the study expired in four years 
to avoid possibly paying for another study.  Ms. Dickens said that she felt everything that 
could be done to avoid being in a deficit spending position should be done.  Mr. Diercks 
said that he felt that $2 would be sufficient for some time because the study had taken the 
cost of the Pinnacle flyover into consideration.  He said that future flyovers most likely 
would not be as expensive.  Mr. Washington said that he felt that the GIS Committee 
should recommend a $2 increase now and reevaluate the need for any increases the 
current cost study would justify in two years. 
 
The motion was to recommend to the County Board a $2 increase in the GIS recording 
fee to bring it in line with the state average, with the GIS Committee reviewing the need 
for any further increases in two years.  Mr. McLaren voted against the motion and all 
other Committee members voted for the motion.  The motion carried. 
 
The Committee discussed scenarios with website subscription fees.  Mr. Diercks said that 
he had noticed an increase in the number of subscribers who did not renew their 
subscriptions.  He also added that at times he felt like the website added considerable 
administrative overhead in light of increasing time spent providing technical support to 
other GIS users.  He said that perhaps it would be good to wait and see what sort of 
response there was to a free website since many users may find that it met their needs.  
Mr. McLaren said that it was his feeling that the intention was to eventually phase out 
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fees and provide more free services.  He mentioned that the amount of mapping data 
available from private sector entities had increased dramatically in recent years.  Mr. 
Washington asked Mr. Diercks to monitor fees and keep the Committee apprised. 
 
Ms. Dickens made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Mr. McLaren.  The motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:45am. 


