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Agenda

o What is imagineVB (Comprehensive Plan)?

o Why is it being updated?

o How was it updated?

o What stays the same?

o What changed?

o What’s next?
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What is imagineVB (Comprehensive Plan)?

Focus is on land use and 
development patterns and how 
they influence…

Residential

Civic

Commercial
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What is imagineVB (Comprehensive Plan)? (1)

o Environmental sustainability
 Loss of natural land and 

wetlands
 Flooding  
 Water quantity and quality 

Stormwater 
run-off

Wetlands, 
water flow
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What is imagineVB (Comprehensive Plan)? (2)

o Travel
 How trips are made (walking,

biking, transit, auto)
 Network demand and

performance (congestion / bus
ridership)

Access between 
buildings and a 

transit stop

Number of cars 
added to the 

road

Number of places 
within easy 

walking distance
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What is imagineVB (Comprehensive Plan)? (3)

o Housing, livability, and security
 Types and costs of housing
 Safe streets (sidewalks, 

crosswalks, bike lanes, lighting)
 Access to parks, schools, shops

Safe streets, 
sidewalks, 

buffers

Variety of 
housing 

attainable for 
all

Easy access to 
parks, civic 

uses
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What is imagineVB (Comprehensive Plan)? (4)

Policy document that guides 
implementation tools and programs

o Zoning ordinance (legally regulates 
development)

o Capital Improvements Program (funds 
infrastructure, parks, environment, flood 
protection)

o Other ordinances and plans (i.e., 
Transition Area Guidelines)

City Zoning

7



Why is it being updated?

o Virginia law requires review every five years

o Current plan adopted in 2016

o Revisit and update goals, objectives and policies 
(i.e., maintain the Green Line)
 What’s working?
 What’s not working?

o Reflect changing conditions
 Population growth
 Flooding 
 Blue Line (no urban utilities south)
 Affordable housing pressures
 Economic shifts
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How was it updated?

o Identify commonly held 
aspirations and challenges
 Focus groups

o Develop goals, objectives, and big 
ideas
 Round 1 workshops

o Translate goals and objectives 
into integrated plan and policies
 Round 2 survey and workshops
 City department review
 Planning Commission review
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What stays the same?

o Protect the environment
 Protect large publicly owned land (First Landing, Back 

Bay Refuge, False Cape)
 Protect estuaries, tributaries, and wetlands

o The Green Line and rural protection
 Protect rural land south of the Green Line
 Continue to support viable agriculture
 Maintain adopted plans and policies 

o Adopted Planning Area plans and policies
 Strategic Growth Areas
 Strategic Economic Growth Areas
 Interfacility Traffic Area & Vicinity Master Plan
 Transition Area Design Guidelines
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What’s new?
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It begins with a vision…
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Vision supported by goals, objectives, and big ideas

Big Ideas
(initiatives for 

achieving goals)

Objectives
(strategies for 

achieving goals)

Goals
(vision based 

functional outcomes)

Vision
(holistic illustration of 

the future)
Vision

Environmental 
Sustainability

Protect and 
connect 

natural lands
Protect lands 
from flooding

Rual and 
Agricultural 

Land 
Preservation

Limit growth 
south of the 
Green Line

Environmental 
and Opens 

Space 
Framework

Sea Level Wise Context Areas
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Environmental Sustainability
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Environmental Sustainability (Goals & Objectives)
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Big Idea – Environmental and Open Space Framework
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Big Idea – Linear Park System
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Rural and Agricultural Land Protection
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Rural and Agricultural Land Protection (Goals)
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Green and Blue Lines

o Green Line identified in 1979 to limit 
growth in southern half of City.

o Blue Line identified in 2004 to limit 
the extension of urban services to 
the southern half of City.
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Big Idea – Context Areas

Plans and policies oriented to the unique land 
use and development contexts created by the 
Green and Blue Lines.
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Infill, Redevelopment, and Multimodal Access
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Infill, Redevelopment, and Multimodal Access (Goals)
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Big Idea – Centers and Multimodal Corridors

Focus new development into 
urban centers located along 
corridors where walking, 
biking, and transit are 
encouraged.
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Economic Sustainability and Diversity
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Strategic Growth Areas 

Focus economic growth into 
Strategic Growth Areas.
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Community Identity and Connections
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Community Identity and Connections (Goals)
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Neighborhood Well Being and Safety
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Neighborhood Plans

o Follow existing plans and 
policies

o Update and develop new 
neighborhood plans as 
needed (such as Shore 
Drive Corridor Plan)
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Housing Attainment and Diversity
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What’s next? [Farming, Open Space]

o Integrate programs and attract 
grant money to develop the 
Environmental and Open Space 
Framework and Linear Park 
System

o Continue protecting rural areas 
and farming
 Appropriate zoning
 Agricultural Reserve Program
 Conservation easements
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What’s next? [Infill & Redevelopment North of Green Line]

o Update zoning ordinance and 
development review process 
based on design guidelines and 
policies

o Attract a diversity of jobs
 Strategic Growth Areas (SGAs)
 Special Use Place Types (SEGAs)

o Transform multimodal corridors to 
make travel by transit, biking, 
rolling, and walking safer and 
viable options
 Initial focus on Virginia Beach 

Boulevard
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What’s next? [Housing, Neighborhoods]

o Update / create neighborhood 
plans (i.e., Shore Drive update)

o Create a quality neighborhood 
program and neighborhood 
monitoring system

o Focus on Affordable Housing 
Study recommendations
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