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Happy April to all.  I trust your spring is coming along nicely.  
Strawberry season will be here soon, along with other spring 
vegetables to enjoy.    It is a good opportunity for the AG 
community to send anxious visitors to shop and pick your 
own strawberries at the local farms.  Let?s all do our part and 
help spread the word when the strawberry fields open.

Spring planting season will provide a host of fresh vegetables 
this summer.  Beets, asparagus, cucumbers, just to name a 
few!  Spring crop planting  will also kick off with corn, 
soybeans, and the harvesting of wheat; so be mindful of 
equipment movement and farmers working in the fields.  
Spring is a great time of year for farm activity that sets the 
pace for the agriculture industry and what we all hope is a 
good farming year.

I trust this newsletter provides you with a snapshot of what 
is going on from the Agricultural staff perspective.  Our goal 
is to help keep you informed and up to date on agriculture in 
Virginia Beach.

We all share the focus of the growth and sustainability of 
agriculture in Virginia Beach, as well as preserving the land, 
open green space and natural resources associated with the 
southern part of the city.  A lot of localities think and want 
this also but Virginia Beach lives by this thought process day 
to day.

As always, we wish you all the best. Be safe and hope to see 
you on the farms and out in the fields.

https://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/agriculture/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:jdavis@vbgov.com


Julia Hillegass, ARP Coordinator 
Office: 757-385-8697 | Fax: 757-385-5684 | Mobile: 757-536-5469

jhillegass@vbgov.com

AGRICULTURE RESERVE PROGRAM (ARP)

New Land Use Form s

New applications to qualify for land use 
taxation are also being accepted and 

are due by May 1st . 

Contact Lisa Dunaway in the Real Estate 
Assessor?s office at 385-4601 for more 

information.

Real Est at e Assessm ent s

Be on the lookout for your reassessment 
notice, which will contain a new assessment 
amount that is probably significantly higher 
than last year?s.  The Real Estate Assessor?s 

office will hold hearings to review your 
assessment upon request from March 14 ? 
May 16, 2022.  The Board of Equalization 
will hold hearings based on completed 

applications submitted by August 30, 2022.

ARP Int erest  Paym ent s

The next interest payment processing date for current participants will be around June 5, 2022.  
Keep in mind that payments are processed in batches at USBank in Minnesota and it could take 

7-10 business days for your payment to process.

If you need to make any changes to your personal payment information (beneficiaries, mailing 
address or bank account information) please contact Julia Hillegass at 757-385-8697 as soon as 

possible to have your request completed no later than May 1st.

Int erest  Rat es

Interest rates for the first 
quarter of 2022 have remained 
steady at just above 2.10% for 

TSTRIPS with a one-day to 
2.82% in late February.  

Investors continue to keep an 
eye on anticipated rate 
increases by the Federal 

Reserve.

http:// jhillegass@vbgov.com
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WHAT'S HAPPENING IN 
OUR RURAL COMMUNITY

Jenny McPherson, Rural Community Coordinator
Office: 757-385-8637 | Fax: 757-385-5684 | Mobile: 757-635-5824

jsmcpher@vbgov.com

Happy Spring everyone! I hope you and your family are 
doing well and staying healthy.

National Agriculture Day occurs in March each year, 
usually when everyone starts hitting the fields, so I 
wanted to thank all of our farm families and those 
working in the industry for their hard work and 
dedication.  Please see the thank you note at the end 
of this newsletter we received at the Farmers Market 
from Beach Municipal that I thought was appropriate 
to share with you.  We kicked off our event season with 
Celebrate Agriculture on March 19.  Special thanks to 
the 4-H members, staff, and volunteers that joined us 
that day.  Our coloring contest was a big hit with 
children ages 3-12 years old.

As our farmers start another season, remember to 
watch out for them as they move their equipment from 
farm to farm.  Please be cautious as you travel our rural 
roads and respect their space.

The Farmers Market is seeing more visitors as the spring 
season is underway.  The carnival has returned to our 
front lawn and will remain with us for the month of 
April.  They will be opened on Saturdays and Sundays, 
as well as every day during Spring Break.  Be sure to 
come out and enjoy a funnel cake or fried Oreo!

Friday Night Hoedowns start on April 1 and run every 
Friday through October 28.  Dust off those dancing 
boots!

School tours have started again so if you are looking for 
a hands-on field trip option, look no further than the 
Farmers Market.  If you have a group that is interested 
in coming to the Rural Heritage Center for a tour, please 
call our Farmers Market office to reserve a date.

http://jsmcpher@vbgov.com


We hope that you will continue to support our local businesses at the Farmers Market as well as 
our local farmers at their produce stands and markets as they open for the season.  Daily and 
weekly spots are available at the Market for rent by farmers and crafters, so call the office at 
385-4388 for more details.

I did want to share news that Linda Skipper of Skipper Farms, one of our long-time merchants at 
the Farmers Market, passed away on January 23.  Linda?s service was on February 19.  Customers 
and friends commented that they enjoyed seeing Linda and her smile here at the Market.  Linda 
was always willing to talk with tour groups and show children what fruits and vegetables were in 
stock. Linda also shared about her family?s business many years ago when Virginia Farm Bureau 
did a film feature on the Farmers Market.  Linda will certainly be missed here at the Market.  
Please keep the Skipper Family in your thoughts and prayers this season.

Take care and hope to see you soon.

What 's happening in our RURAL COMMUNITY - continued

Who ever  t hought  you could walk  a bunny?
The 4-H Educational Bunnies, Creme and Brulee,  took some time 
out to walk on their leashes as they prepared for their big day at the 
VB Farmer 's Market "Celebrate Agriculture" event on March 19th. 

 Thank you to Already Been Chewed in Virginia Beach for outfitt ing 
them with their harness and leashes.

Creme (l) and Brulee (r) enjoying time outside of the 
Department of Agriculture, Building 14.

https://www.petthriftstore.com/
https://www.petthriftstore.com/
https://www.petthriftstore.com/


Jenny McPherson, Rural Community Coordinator
Office: 757-385-8637 | Fax: 757-385-5684 | Mobile: 757-635-5824

jsmcpher@vbgov.com

3640 DAM NECK ROAD
VIRGINIA BEACH, VA 23453

It 's always som et hing going on t he Farm ers Market

The Ham Project begins in January and 
ends with a ham show and display at the 
Virginia Beach 4-H Livestock Show and 

Sale in May. Pictured here are some 
dedicated volunteers and Department of 

Agriculture staff  re-salted  the hams 
before the approaching weather system 

on January 20, 2022.  The hams are 
typically reworked and re-salted after 5 

days then left to cure for about 49 days .  
After that they will be moved to 

smokehouses.

http://jsmcpher@vbgov.com
https://www.facebook.com/VBFarmersMarket/


Jenny McPherson, Rural Community Coordinator
Office: 757-385-8637 | Fax: 757-385-5684 | Mobile: 757-635-5824

jsmcpher@vbgov.com

3640 DAM NECK ROAD
VIRGINIA BEACH, VA 23453

Salt ing 

and 

Shelving 

of  

Ham s

On t he follow ing pages check  out  t he upcom ing event s 
at  t he Farm ers Market

http://jsmcpher@vbgov.com
https://www.facebook.com/VBFarmersMarket/








Virginia Cooperative Extension programs and employment are open to 
all, regardless of age, color, disability, gender, gender identity, gender 
expression, national origin, political affiliation, race, religion, sexual 
orientation, genetic information, veteran status, or any other basis 
protected by law. An equal opportunity/affirmative action employer. 
Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute and State University, Virginia State University, and 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture cooperating. Edwin J. Jones, Director, 
Virginia Cooperative Extension, Virginia Tech, Blacksburg; M. Ray 
McKinnie, Administrator, 1890 Extension Program, Virginia State 
University, Petersburg.

CHECK OUT THE FOLLOWING PAGES FOR THE LATEST NEWS FROM



AGRICULTURE AND 
NATURAL RESOURCES

Roy D. Flanagan, Extension Agent
Office: 757-385-4769 | Fax: 757-385-5684 | Mobile: 757-641-1434  

RFlanaga@vbgov.com  

Strawberry season in Virginia Beach runs from Mid-April to Mid-June, and when they're gone, 
they're gone.  Weather can have a huge impact on the timing and length of the strawberry 
season.  The cold snap that happened the last week of March provided some of the local 
farmers with a few sleepless nights  since they were checking on their crops. To protect the 
plants from cold, wind, and the threat of frost,  they had to  use overhead sprinklers, and/or row 
covers.  Now it 's April,  and all are looking forward to some warm weather to come and stay to 
get this season off to a berry good start.

Com e out  t o t he local farm s or  st op by a farm  st and t o get  
your  st rawber r ies!

http://RFlanaga@vbgov.com


Andrea Davis, Horticulture Extension Agent
Office: 757-385-4769 | Fax: 757-385-5684 | Mobile: 757-359-1913 

 adavis@vbgov.com 

HORTICULTURE
It ?s spr ing ? let ?s get  out side and garden!

N eed more information on turf or veggies or trees or anything 
plant-related? We?ve got some great classes, events, and publications to help 

If it?s information on garden cr it t ers you?re seeking, we?ve got 
something for you.   

Our Gardening Talks series will feature

Bees: The Good, the Bad and the Ugly on Apr il 18 and 

Opening a Can of Worms: A Threat to Consider on May 16.  

Both talks will be available via Zoom at 7:00 p.m.  Links for the 
Zoom will be available at https://www.vbmg.org/ prior to the 
event.  If you can?t make it at the scheduled time, they will be 
recorded and posted at 
https://www.vbmg.org/gardening-talks-and-workshops.html.

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR NEW PLANTS TO ADD TO YOUR LANDSCAPE?  
Our annual plant sale is scheduled for 

Apr il 30 and May 1 

at the Hampton Roads Agricultural Research 
and Extension Center.  

Though the location has changed this year, the 
great selection of ornamental plants, vegetable 
plants, decorative container plantings and 
more will still be stellar.  

For more information, visit 
https://www.vbmg.org/spring-plant-sale.html.

 Our rain barrel workshops are back in-person and scheduled for 

Apr il 9,May 21, and June 11 

at the Virginia Beach Farmers Market. The make-and-take workshops will 
be packed with great information, and you?ll leave with a ready-to-install 
rain barrel.  Workshops are scheduled each month through October.  
Pre-registration is required at https://www.vbmg.org/rain-barrels.html.

St ar t  planning for  t hat  sum m er  heat  by building and 
inst all ing a rain bar rel for  your  hom e garden. 

mailto:adavis@vbgov.com
https://www.vbmg.org/
https://www.vbmg.org/gardening-talks-and-workshops.html
https://www.vbmg.org/spring-plant-sale.html
https://www.vbmg.org/rain-barrels.html


HORTICULTURE

Our gardens are open to the public and give you a chance to see how different plants grow 
in Tidewater. 

Click  here to find out more about each garden and where to find them.

Do you have specif ic gardening 
quest ions you?d l ike answered? 
Contact our Master Gardener Help Desk at 
(757)385-8156 or vbmghelp@vbgov.com.  

Additionally, you can visit one of Ask-A-Master 
Gardener booths at the Virginia Beach Farmers 
Market or NAS Oceana Exchange; schedules can 
be found at 
https://www.vbmg.org/ask-a-master-gardener.html. 

We also have a wealth of knowledge online at our 
Publications and Educational Resource site. 

Search a specific topic and find research-based, 
scientific information at 

https://www.pubs.ext.vt.edu/.

For our industry professionals, we want to make sure you 
are always up to date on the latest in horticulture. 

We offer training in pesticide application several times per 
year.  From re-certifications to certification exam prep 
classes, we want to help you with your pesticide license and 
staying abreast of new and changing issues. 

Our next re-certification classes will be offered May 18 in 
Hampton and June 15 in Chesapeake.  

Please check our website 
https://virginia-beach.ext.vt.edu/programs/horticulture.html 
for registration information. 

We will also be offering a certification exam prep class in 
August for uncertified applicators who would like to obtain 
an applicators license.  The class will be held August  9-12 
and registration will open in the summer.

Pest icide applicat ion t rain ing 
available

If  you need a l i t t le gardening inspirat ion, visit  our  
Dem onst rat ion Gardens t hroughout  t he Cit y. 

https://www.vbmg.org/demonstration-gardens.html
https://www.vbmg.org/demonstration-gardens.html
https://www.vbmg.org/ask-a-master-gardener.html
https://www.pubs.ext.vt.edu/
https://www.pubs.ext.vt.edu/
https://www.pubs.ext.vt.edu/
https://www.pubs.ext.vt.edu/
https://www.pubs.ext.vt.edu/
https://virginia-beach.ext.vt.edu/programs/horticulture.html
https://virginia-beach.ext.vt.edu/programs/horticulture.html


HORTICULTURE

If so, we will be having an orientation session for our Extension Master Gardener 
Volunteer Program on 

May 10 at  6:00 p.m . 

The session w il l  be of fered in-person at  Bow Creek  Recreat ion Cent er  
and online sim ult aneously. 

- You must attend orientation to learn more about the volunteer application 
process and requirements. 

- Training classes will be held in the evenings and on weekends this fall. 

Learn more about being a 

Virginia Cooperative Extension (VCE) Master Gardener volunteer at 
https://www.vbmg.org/joining-master-gardeners.html.

Would you l ike t o 
be a par t  of  t he 

Virgin ia 
Cooperat ive 

Ext ension 
program  helping 

ot hers in 

Virgin ia Beach?

https://www.vbmg.org/joining-master-gardeners.html
























https:// tinyurl.com/CampMillionaire2022

https://tinyurl.com/CampMillionaire2022


FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES
Karen Munden, Unit  Coordinat or , Senior  Ext ension Agent

Im m ediat e Past  President , Nat ional Ext ension Associat ion of  Fam ily 
& Consum er  Sciences

Off ice: 757-385-4769 |  Fax: 757-385-5684  
km unden@vbgov.com   or  km unden@vt .edu

Know Your  Right s and Responsibil i t ies w it h Debt  
Collect ion Com panies

As the country moves away from the pandemic and Government stimulants, many may be 
moving into financial difficulties.  During these challenging times, financial scams usually 
increase.  If you find yourself in financial difficulties and companies are contacting you about 
debts, you will want to know your rights and responsibilit ies when dealing with Debt Collection 
companies.  You would also want to make sure the company is legitimate, and you are not 
being scammed.

The 1978 Fair Debt Collection Practices Act passed several policies and procedures debt 
collectors must follow when collecting debts from consumers.  The Act specifies a debt collector 
cannot contact consumers before 8:00 a.m. and after 9:00 p.m.  Debt collectors cannot contact 
consumers at their place of employment without permission.  A debt collector must correctly 
identify themselves and the purpose of their call.  If the consumer has retained an attorney, the 
debt collector must communicate with the attorney and not with the customer.  If a customer 
no longer wants communication from a debt collector, the customer must put it in writing.  
Thus, the debt collector must cease further contact with the customer except to inform them 
about the steps that will be taken to resolve the debt.

Further, a debt collector cannot harass, abuse, threaten the customer with obscene or profane 
language.  Debt Collectors must not falsely represent their company, the amount owed, or an 
illegal status of a debt.  A debt collector will be in violations of the Act if they publish a list of 
consumers who have allegedly refused to pay a debt, except to report the information to the 
Credit Reporting Bureaus.  The Debt Collector cannot falsely indicate that they are an attorney 
stating that they will take legal actions that are illegal if the customer fails to satisfy the debt.

According to the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB), new legislation went into effect 
in November 2021 regarding debt collection policies entitled "Debt Collection Rule.  "The CFPB 
indicated that the legislation clarifies how debt collectors can contact a customer, the 
information they can obtain, and the customer 's rights.  If a debt collector communicates with a 
customer in writing, the following information must be included: name and mailing information 
of the debt collector; the name of the creditor to whom the debt is owed, an account number 
associated with the debt, an itemization of the current amount of the debt that reflects interest, 
fees, payments, and a particular date that the customer can recognize; the current amount of 
the debt as of when the validation notice was provided; and information about the customer 's

http://kmunden@vbgov.com
http://kmunden@vt.edu


FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES
Know Your  Right s and Responsibil i t ies w it h Debt  

Collect ion Com panies - continued

debt collection rights including how to dispute.  The written communication must also include a 
"tear-off " form so that the customer can send information back either to pay or dispute the 
debt.  Thus, if the information is not present when the customer receives a notice, it may not be 
a legitimate company, and the customer may want to do a litt le investigation on their own for 
peace of mind.

Under the 2021 Debt Collection Rule, debt collectors cannot call a customer more than seven 
times within seven days.  This seven-day communication does not apply to text messages, 
emails, and other types of media sources.  Different legislation governs how debt collectors can 
use media sources to contact customers.

Debt collectors can report delinquent debts to the Credit Bureau 14 days after speaking with a 
customer by phone, by letter, or by electronic communication if there is no resolution to the 
debt.  In addition, debt collectors can contact customers through social media, but their 
messages must be private, and only the customer must be able to view the message.  The debt 
collector must identify themselves as a debt collector and provide a method customers can opt 
out of receiving their communication.

You may want to visit the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau website at 
www.consumerfinnce.gov for more information about the Debt Collection Rule.  

You may also visit the Virginia Cooperative Extension website a twww.ext.vt.edu for more 
educational materials and resources about family finance, food, nutrition, and physical activity.

http://www.consumerfinnce.gov
http://www.ext.vt.edu


Bertr ille Lomax, FCS SNAP-ED Extension Agent
Off ice: 757-385-4629 |  Fax: 757-385-5684 | Cell: 804-888-0070 

blom ax@vbgov.com  or  ber t r i5@vt .edu  

      FAMILY AND NUTRITION 
               PROGRAM

http://blomax@vbgov.com
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Laurel Wilcox, ,SNAP, Senior Program Assistant 
Office: 757-385-4769 | Fax: 757-385-5684  

lwilcox@vbgov.com  
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Jerome Lawrence, Adult EFNEP, Program Assistant 
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jlawren@vbgov.com  
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