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Greetings to all.  I trust all of you are doing well and enjoying the fall 
season.  Autumn in Virginia Beach is hard to beat with this perfect 
weather and the oncoming holiday season.  Agriculture is brimming 
with optimism with on farm activity and fall harvesting well under 
way. The strawberries are planted or will be done soon if Mother 
Nature cooperates with a litt le bit of her nourishing rainwater. This 
will include rainwater for all our yards, for fall is the time to reseed, 
aerate, and spruce up our lawns.  Our local nurseries and 
landscapers are busy taking care of all their customers as we move 
on from the hot dry summer days.

Thinking of autumn, I offer up a tidbit related to our neighborhood 
storm drains. It?s that time of year that leaves are falling from our 
trees and accumulate in yards, streets, and curbs.  This is the time to 
focus on keeping those storm drains free and clear of debris and 
prevent the leaves, sticks and pine needles, as well as anything 
other than rainwater, from going down those drains. Like most 
things in life, a litt le preventive work helps keep things working 
smoothly, and in this case it?s those storm drains, we want these to 
work at maximum efficiency during a storm.  So, lets all do our part.

This fall season brings an election so it?s also time to vote! Early 
voting is an option again this year, which is great for all those who 
can take advantage of the process. To be in the know on election 
topics; there is lots of good voting information out there for your 
review. The Princess Anne Independent News, September 19th issue, 
has a ?2021 Virginia Beach Voter Guide?, which is always a good 
read, as well as Mr. Doucette?s article on the bond referendum and 
flood migration projects.  Good voting season to you all.

From an agriculture perspective as I noted above there is lots going 
on with fall agritourism, pick your own operations including: apples, 
pumpkins, and sunflowers.  Come out and enjoy the on-farm wagon 
rides, and corn maze activities and educational programs. Let?s not 
forget Christmas Tree shopping comes late November and 
December.

The holidays are coming and set the tone for buying vegetables and 
meats for the family get together meals. There are a lot of shopping 
and selection opportunities for consideration. Just as important, 
support our local farmers, ?Buy Fresh and Buy Local?.

The City?s Farmers Market is in full swing literally with live music at 
Friday Night Hoe Downs and special events taking place in October, 
November, and December. Check out the information in the 
newsletter or at the Farmers Market website.

I hope you enjoy our newsletter, with our goal being to keep you 
informed on agriculture and what?s going on here in Virginia Beach. 
We wish you all a safe, healthy, and wonderful fall season.

https://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/agriculture/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:jdavis@vbgov.com
https://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/agriculture/farmers-market/Documents/2021%20Events/2021%20Hoedown%20Schedule.pdf
https://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/agriculture/farmers-market/Documents/2021%20Events/2021%20Hoedown%20Schedule.pdf
https://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/agriculture/farmers-market/Documents/2021%20Events/2021%20Hoedown%20Schedule.pdf
https://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/agriculture/farmers-market/Documents/2021%20Events/2021%20Hoedown%20Schedule.pdf
https://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/agriculture/farmers-market/Documents/2021%20Events/Farmers%20Market%202021%20Calendar%20-%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/agriculture/farmers-market/Documents/2021%20Events/Farmers%20Market%202021%20Calendar%20-%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/agriculture/farmers-market/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/agriculture/farmers-market/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/agriculture/farmers-market/Pages/default.aspx


Thanks to Dr. Jeff Derr , Professor of Weed 

Science, Center Director at the Virginia 

Agricultural Research and Extension Centers  

and many others at the the Hampton Roads 

AREC, the Turfgrass and Landscape Field Day 

was a tremendous success. 

In addition to viewing the latest research, a 

great lunch, and pesticide re-certification, 

attendees were part of the dedication of the 

Flowering Pollinator Garden that took place on 

June 24, 2021.  

Mayor, Bobby Dyer, and  David Trimmer, 

Director of Agriculture, participated in the 

dedication.

Around Town Local Happenings

Mayor Dyer (L) and Dr. Derr (R)

Dr. Derr (L) and David Trimmer (R), Director 
of Agriculture

Attendees enjoying the dedication of the 
Pollinator Gardener.



Around Town Local Achievem ent

ALUMNI AWARD FOR  EXCELLENCE IN EXTENSION

RECIPIENTS

Roy D. Flanagan III 

Agriculture and Natural Resources Extension Agent for  
Virginia Beach

St eve Rideout  

Director, Eastern Shore Agricultural Research and  Extension 
Center

Sponsored by the Virginia Tech Alumni Association, the Alumni 
Award  for Excellence in Extension is presented annually to two 
Virginia  Cooperative Extension staff members who have made 

outstanding  contributions outside the classroom. 

One award is given to an Extension  Specialist and one is given to an 
Extension Agent.

2021 Faculty/Staff  Award Recipients

Congrat ulat ions Roy Flanagan III 

https://vtx.vt.edu/awards/facstaff2021-1.html?utm_source=cmpgn_news&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=vtUnirelNewsDailyCMP_051121-fs
https://vtx.vt.edu/awards/facstaff2021-1.html?utm_source=cmpgn_news&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=vtUnirelNewsDailyCMP_051121-fs
https://vtx.vt.edu/awards/facstaff2021-1.html?utm_source=cmpgn_news&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=vtUnirelNewsDailyCMP_051121-fs
https://vtx.vt.edu/awards/facstaff2021-1.html?utm_source=cmpgn_news&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=vtUnirelNewsDailyCMP_051121-fs
https://vtx.vt.edu/awards/facstaff2021-1.html?utm_source=cmpgn_news&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=vtUnirelNewsDailyCMP_051121-fs


Julia Hillegass, ARP Coordinator 
Office: 757-385-8697 | Fax: 757-385-5684 | Mobile: 757-536-5469

jhillegass@vbgov.com

AGRICULTURE RESERVE 
PROGRAM (ARP)

How is t he Value of  Proper t y Det erm ined in t he 
Agr icult ural Reserve Program ? 

Many prospective clients are still somewhat confounded on how the value of development 
rights on a parcel or series of parcels is determined.Several factors are considered.Soils, 
road frontage and total acreage all play a role.These aspects are reviewed by both Planning 
and Agriculture staff members to determine the ?by right? development potential of the 
property in the application.

After those parameters are documented, City contracts with an independent real estate 
appraiser to determine the ?Fair Market Value? of the property. This value is established by 
using comparable sales of property. After the value is determined, the City will offer the 
difference between the full fair market value and the agricultural value of the property. This 
is what we call the value of the ?development rights.? The City pays tax-free interest 
payments for 25 years on the principal amount and the principal is paid in one lump sum at 
the end of 25 years.

Payment Plan Example:

A 100-acre farm valued at $10,000/acre would yield a fair market value of $1,000,000:

$1,000,000 Fair market value ($10,000 per acre)

- $180,000 Agricultural value ($1,800 per acre) is withheld since the landowner retains 
ownership of the property

$ 820,000 Purchase pr ice of  t he developm ent  r ight s

Compensation for selling the development rights on this farm example would be:

$820,000 at 1.90% interest* = $ 15,580 tax-free interest paid per year

$15,580 per year for 25 years = $ 389,500 total interest paid, tax-free

TOTAL COMPENSATION = $ 389,500 (total interest payments)

+ $ 820,000 (lump sum principal payment)

$1,209,500 TOTAL COMPENSATION

It is important to remember that the payment of the principal will be subject to whatever the 
current capital gains rate is at the time of final payment and you should consult your tax advisor 
to plan accordingly.

* A floor interest rate is established when the offer letter is sent. At closing, the interest rate that is paid for 25 
years is the greater of the floor rate or the current day?s market.Semiannual tax-free interest payments are made 
on June 1 and December 1 each year, therefore, in this example you would receive $7,790 in June and another 
payment of $7,790 in December.

http:// jhillegass@vbgov.com
http:// jhillegass@vbgov.com
http:// jhillegass@vbgov.com
http:// jhillegass@vbgov.com
http:// jhillegass@vbgov.com
http:// jhillegass@vbgov.com
http:// jhillegass@vbgov.com
http:// jhillegass@vbgov.com
http:// jhillegass@vbgov.com
http:// jhillegass@vbgov.com


WHAT'S HAPPENING IN 
OUR RURAL COMMUNITY

Jenny McPherson, Rural Community Coordinator
Office: 757-385-8637 | Fax: 757-385-5684 | Mobile: 757-635-5824

jsmcpher@vbgov.com

It?s hard to believe that the Fall season is already upon us, but I 
am glad and excited for cooler temperatures to be on our way!  
Our farmers are busy in the fields harvesting their crops, so 
please be mindful of farm equipment moving along our roads as 
you travel.  We have many farmers that are gearing up for Fall 
by opening their farms to the public for pumpkin sales, 
hayrides, corn mazes, and lots of fun activities for the family.

The Farmers Market hosted our Apple Extravaganza event in 
September and it was a beautiful day.  The Master Gardeners 
tagged and released Monarch butterflies, and the Butterfly 
Society of Virginia hosted their fall plant sale.  Our next event is 
Harvest  Fair , on October 16 and we will have a pumpkin 
decorating/carving contest, as well as a coloring contest for the 
kids.  

I would like to thank Erica Lane for serving as our Farmers 
Market Supervisor for the past four and a half years.  Erica was a 
true asset to our department and the Market, and she helped us 
improve many processes and did a great job organizing our 
events.  Erica had the opportunity to advance in her career with 
the Convention Center, so I want to wish her well in her new 
endeavors.

I hope everyone has a successful harvest
season, a Happy Thanksgiving, and a 
Merry Christmas with your family!
-Jenny

Butterfly Society at the Farmers 

Market during the Apple Extravaganza 

on September 18, 2021

Pipevine But t er f l ies 
put on a show at the 
Children's Garden at 

Farmers Market. 

Click  here t o check  it  out ! 

Pipevine Butterflies

http://jsmcpher@vbgov.com
https://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/agriculture/farmers-market/Pages/special-events.aspx
https://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/agriculture/farmers-market/Pages/special-events.aspx
https://www.lynnhavenrivernow.org/naturenotes/pipevine-butterflies-put-on-a-show-in-childrens-wildlfe-habitat/
https://www.lynnhavenrivernow.org/naturenotes/pipevine-butterflies-put-on-a-show-in-childrens-wildlfe-habitat/
https://www.lynnhavenrivernow.org/naturenotes/pipevine-butterflies-put-on-a-show-in-childrens-wildlfe-habitat/
https://www.lynnhavenrivernow.org/naturenotes/pipevine-butterflies-put-on-a-show-in-childrens-wildlfe-habitat/
https://www.lynnhavenrivernow.org/naturenotes/pipevine-butterflies-put-on-a-show-in-childrens-wildlfe-habitat/
https://www.lynnhavenrivernow.org/naturenotes/pipevine-butterflies-put-on-a-show-in-childrens-wildlfe-habitat/




SOUTHERN STATES

3640 DAM NECK ROAD
VIRGINIA BEACH, VA 23453

Com e join us for  our  rem aining 

Fr iday Night  Hoedowns        
of  t he season:

OCTOBER 1 DALLAS BAND
OCTOBER 8 NASHVILLE TRADITION
OCTOBER 15 EAST COAST BAND
OCTOBER 22 TIMELINE
OCTOBER 29 DALLAS BAND

Ot her  Upcom ing Special Event s -

https://www.facebook.com/VBFarmersMarket/


SOUTHERN STATES

The Master 
Gardeners 

did a 
beautiful 
garden in 
honor of 

Breast 
Cancer 

Awareness 
Month

3640 DAM NECK ROAD
VIRGINIA BEACH, VA 23453

Location of Garden is between Farmers 

Market Admin office and Pavilion.

https://www.facebook.com/VBFarmersMarket/


SOUTHERN STATES

3640 DAM NECK ROAD
VIRGINIA BEACH, VA 23453

Did you hear about the MONARCH WATCH? 

It  was held on t he sam e day as t he Apple Ext ravaganza, 
Sept em ber  18t h, at  t he Farm ers Market .  

It  was Total ly Amazing! 

Terri Belkov, Rural Heritage Center 's 
Program Educator, had the following to 
say:

Mexico, oh Mexico, I?ve never really 
been but I?d sure like to go? ? James 
Taylor?.   This was playing in my mind 
as we tagged 30 monarchs today for 
Monarch Watch.

Dave Williams, pictured on the bottom 
left, of Virginia Beach has been tagging 
monarchs for over 20 years.  He has 
had four monarchs reach the 
sanctuaries in Mexico which is about 
1500 miles.  He really thrilled some 
children with his talk and gave them 
the monarchs to release.

The expressions on the children's faces 
were equal to the overall excitement of 
releasing the monarchs.  Date and 
latitude determine the timing of the 
eastern US migration to Mexico.

https://www.facebook.com/VBFarmersMarket/


SOUTHERN STATES

3640 DAM NECK ROAD
VIRGINIA BEACH, VA 23453



SOUTHERN STATES

 "How I spent  m y Sum m er . 
Learning t o 

LOOK AT THE ORDINARY AND SEE THE EXTRAORDINARY  
at  t he VB Farm ers Market s w it h t he Virgin ia Beach 

Mast er  Gardeners."
AMAZING Phot os of  Farm ers Market  Garden

 by David O'Dell 

To see more AMAZING photos by 
David O-Dell click on Facebook  

https://www.facebook.com/100001307347566/posts/4380890981964437/


SOUTHERN STATES

3640 DAM NECK ROAD
VIRGINIA BEACH, VA 23453

"Thanks to Erica?s training, I?ve got just about everything down to a ?T?!  
The chickens here seem to have accepted me as one of their own!"  

The New Chicken Queen - Cailyn

Please join us in welcom ing, Cailyn Beat t y.  

Cailyn is our  new Of f ice Assist ant  at  t he Farm ers 

Market .  

We are so glad t hat  you have joined our  t eam .  

You are doing a great  job!



Virginia Cooperative Extension programs and employment are open to 
all, regardless of age, color, disability, gender, gender identity, gender 
expression, national origin, political affiliation, race, religion, sexual 
orientation, genetic information, veteran status, or any other basis 
protected by law. An equal opportunity/affirmative action employer. 
Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute and State University, Virginia State University, and 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture cooperating. Edwin J. Jones, Director, 
Virginia Cooperative Extension, Virginia Tech, Blacksburg; M. Ray 
McKinnie, Administrator, 1890 Extension Program, Virginia State 
University, Petersburg.

CHECK OUT THE FOLLOWING PAGES FOR THE LATEST NEWS FROM





Moths fly to flowering pumpkins, squash, or cucumbers and deposit their eggs. A single female 
moth can lay up to 400 eggs usually on cucurbit flowers.  Larvae feed on flowers (Fig. 2) and bore 
into fruit leaving a characteristic perfectly round hole often with sawdust-like fecal material around 
it as well.

For more information  on the pickleworm and how to manage click here.

AGRICULTURE AND 
NATURAL RESOURCES

Roy D. Flanagan, Extension Agent
Office: 757-385-4769 | Fax: 757-385-5684 | Mobile: 757-641-1434  

RFlanaga@vbgov.com  

Pick leworm  found in Virgin ia ? a pest  t hreat  t o 
pum pk ins, squash and ot her  cucurbit  crops

Pickleworm moth. Pickleworm larva and entrance hole on pumpkin

If you have noticed this pest in your area, please email tkuhar@vt.edu.

Back Bay Marsh Ter races Public Meet ing being held on 
Oct ober  14, 2021, 6:00 p.m . at  Creeds Elem ent ary School.  
The Cit y of  Virgin ia Beach has par t nered w it  t he U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service t o design, 
perm it , and build m arsh t er races in Back  Bay Nat ional Wildl ife Refuge.  The project  w il l  
rest ore valuable habit at , im prove wat er  qualit y, and help reduce w ind-dr iven f looding.  
Com e  learn about  t he project  and ask  your  quest ions.  

Flyer  is at t ached at  end of  t h is newslet t er .

https://blogs.ext.vt.edu/ag-pest-advisory/pickleworm-found-in-virginia-a-pest-threat-to-pumpkins-squash-and-other-cucurbit-crops/
https://blogs.ext.vt.edu/ag-pest-advisory/pickleworm-found-in-virginia-a-pest-threat-to-pumpkins-squash-and-other-cucurbit-crops/
http://RFlanaga@vbgov.com


HORTICULTURE
Andrea Davis, Horticulture Extension Agent

Office: 757-385-4769 | Fax: 757-385-5684 | Mobile: 757-359-1913 
 adavis@vbgov.com 

Fall is a great  t im e t o garden! Join us for  several upcom ing 
event s t o learn m ore about  your  lawn and garden.

Our annual Fall Gardening Fest ival will be October 2, 2021 from 10:00 a.m. to  3:00 p.m. at the 
Hampton Roads Agricultural Research and Extension Center (1444 Diamond Springs Rd.).   
Check out our garden demos, garden society booths, plant and garden art sales. We will also 
have garden tours and children?s activities available.

 Discover more about the critters in your lawn 
and garden at the                                               

Sout heast  Hok ie BugFest                                       
on October 16, 2021                                              

from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.                                    
at the East Suffolk Recreation Center                           

(134 S. 6th St., Suffolk).                                          
This family-friendly event will allow you to learn 
why we need these creatures, how to find them 

and how to attract or discourage them.          

 Come see the many vendors including Bug Bots, 
insect displays, and beekeepers and participate in 

an insect scavenger hunt, seed giveaway, and 
children?s activities.

 Learn how plants propagate on October 18, 2021 at 7:00    
p.m. during our virtual Gardening Talk presentation 

Sex and the Single Flower.  

VCE Master Gardener Sherry Kern will provide information 
on familiar and unfamiliar ways, and interesting and weird 

ways that plants propagate their species.  

Look for the zoom link at https://www.vbmg.org/.

mailto:adavis@vbgov.com
https://www.vbmg.org/


HORTICULTURE
Andrea Davis, Horticulture Extension Agent

Office: 757-385-4769 | Fax: 757-385-5684 | Mobile: 757-359-1913 
 adavis@vbgov.com 

Consider adding a rain barrel to your home 
and garden to capture rainwater and provide 

a free source of water for your plants. 

Our workshops are currently virtual, and you 
can register and schedule a rain barrel pick-up 

at

https://www.vbmg.org/rain-barrels.html.

Rain Bar rel 
Workshops

As we near the year?s end, evaluate your lawn and landscape. 

How did your plants perform this year? 

Did you face any pest issues? 

What changes will you make for 2022? 

Let the VCE Master Gardener Volunteers help you with these and other gardening questions. 

Our Extension Master Gardeners are available to help you by phone (757-385-8156) or email 
(vbmghelp@vbgov.com).

For our Green Industry professionals, we will be offering 
commercial pesticide re-certifications classes starting in 

November 2021 for those who expire in June 2022. 

We will offer 5 sessions prior to June 30, 2020. 

Check our website 
(https://virginia-beach.ext.vt.edu/programs/horticulture.html) 

for event details and contacts for registration.

mailto:adavis@vbgov.com
https://www.vbmg.org/rain-barrels.html
https://virginia-beach.ext.vt.edu/programs/horticulture.html






















FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES
Karen Munden, Unit  Coordinat or , Senior  Ext ension Agent

Im m ediat e Past  President , Nat ional Ext ension Associat ion of  Fam ily 
& Consum er  Sciences

Off ice: 757-385-4769 |  Fax: 757-385-5684  
km unden@vbgov.com   or  km unden@vt .edu

During the past year and a half of COVID-19, more individuals have turned to the use of 
credit and debit cards.  Many have found themselves purchasing items online which 
they would not otherwise purchase under regular conditions.  One of the main reasons 
for this increased trend is because when shopping at a local store, individuals can only 
choose from items the store has in stock which are readily available.  However, when 
shopping online with the same retailer, individuals can view the retailer?s complete 
inventory, which increases the perception of items they may want and/or need. 
Individuals may find that their purchase amount and shopping frequency has increased 
during the past year.  Since the Holiday Season is fast approaching, many retailers will 
increase their online inventory to entice the new trend of shopping online with various 
selections and discounts as well as free shipping options.  Thus, to counteract these 
marketing strategies, individuals need to develop strategies not to overspend with their 
credit cards during the Holiday Season while increasing savings for emergencies.

According to the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, individuals should use cash for 
items under $20.00.  Also, if using credit, the items should last longer than the time to 
pay them off in full.  In both situations individuals may find themselves paying three to 
four times more than the original price due to interest and fees associated with the 
credit card.

Listed below are strategies to reduce the cost of your credit card bills during the Holiday 
Season:

1.  Develop and implement a Holiday Spending Plan. Determine the amount you plan 
to spend during the Holiday without the use of credit.

2.  Develop a list of items you plan to purchase during the Holiday Season. (food, 

Get t ing a Handle on Your  

Credit  Cards Dur ing t he 

Holiday Season

http://kmunden@vbgov.com
http://kmunden@vt.edu


FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES
Get t ing a Handle on your  Credit  Cards dur ing 

t he Holiday Season - cont inued

gifts, decorations, personal items, travel, etc.)

3.  Estimate the cost for these items.

4.  Determine if the items will last longer than it 
takes to pay for them in full.

5.  Develop saving strategies to pay with cash 
(debit card) instead of using credit for 
low-cost items. When purchasing items with 
a debit card, the money is coming directly out 

of your checking account without fees and 
interest.

6.  If shopping online, use a debit card instead 
of a credit card.

7. Pay with cash if the item is less than $20.00.

8. Look for and use sales, discount coupons, and 
rebates. Also,if possible, use a combination of 
these discounts to obtain the lowest price of 
your items.

9. Keep track of everything you spend during 
this Holiday Season, so you can develop a 
Holiday Savings Plan for 2022 and be able to 
start your plan in January.

10. Stick with your plan not to overspend and not 
use your credit card(s) excessively.



Laurel Wilcox, ,SNAP, Senior Program Assistant 
Office: 757-385-4769 | Fax: 757-385-5684  

lwilcox@vbgov.com  

      FAMILY AND NUTRITION 
               PROGRAM

http://lwilcox@vbgov.com




Jerome Lawrence, Adult EFNEP, Program Assistant 
Office: 757-385-4769 | Fax: 757-385-5684  

jlawren@vbgov.com  

      FAMILY AND NUTRITION 
               PROGRAM

http://lwilcox@vbgov.com
http://lwilcox@vbgov.com




Bertr ille Lomax, FCS SNAP-ED Extension Agent
Off ice: 757-385-4629 |  Fax: 757-385-5684 | Cell: 804-888-0070 

blom ax@vbgov.com  or  ber t r i5@vt .edu  

      FAMILY AND NUTRITION 
               PROGRAM

http://blomax@vbgov.com
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