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June 1, 2021 

 

Dear Patient/Family Member: 

Thank you for choosing UT Health Austin for your care.  As a patient of the Musculoskeletal Institute, we 
want to let you know that Samantha Shapiro, MD will be leaving UT Health Austin on August 25, 2021.   

Our clinical support team will continue caring for you through this transition. If you have an existing 
appointment with Dr. Shapiro after her departure date, our team will contact you to reschedule your 
appointment with our partners in rheumatology Kevin Hackshaw, MD or Veena Patel, MD.  

We remain committed to providing high-quality, team-based, personalized care for individuals in our 
community and have a robust team of skilled providers to continue your clinical care. If you would like to 
schedule a future appointment with our team, please contact us at 1-833-882-2737, and one of our Access 
and Outcomes Partners will assist you.   

If you chose to seek medical care elsewhere, you may call us to request an authorization form to transfer 
your medical records to your new provider.  You may also choose to download the Release of Information 
form at uthealthaustin.org select “Resources” then “Medical Records.” 

Dr. Shapiro wanted to include this personal message to you: 

“It is with both sadness and excitement that I am sharing this news.  This was a very difficult 
decision for me to make, but I am hopeful about the future and excited for change.  Caring for 
y’all has been an absolute privilege, and many tears have fallen on my keyboard while typing this. 
I will sincerely miss seeing each and every one of you in clinic on Wednesday mornings.  

I know many of you will be curious about my future practice plans. These have not yet been 
formalized, since I am taking some time to recharge and reflect.  Please feel free to follow me on 
social media if you wish to keep in touch. I will not be able to provide medical advice, but would 
love to remain connected to you all in a personal way. I wish you all continued health and 
happiness! Please keep in touch.” 

We remain dedicated to providing ongoing support to help you live a healthier life and look forward to 
continuing your care in the Musculoskeletal Institute and Rheumatology Clinic.  

Thank you for your loyalty and trust over the years. 

 

Sincerely,         
 
 

Karl Koenig, MD, FAOA, FAAOS, FAAHKS 
Medical Director  
UT Health Austin Musculoskeletal Institute 

 


