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Dear Friends,

The background and experience of our
authors for the last two months of the
year reminds us that at the heart of the
gospel is the call to spread the good
news of Jesus “to the ends of the earth”
(Acts 1:8; see Matthew 28:19).

Allen and Lynn Likkel have been
involved in church planting and
cultivating new generations of
church planters in North America. And Hernandes Lopes,

the Portuguese ministry leader of Back to God Ministries
International, has brought the good news to Brazil and to
Portuguese speakers around the world. In fact, he heads a
staff of thirty people involved in all areas of media missions
from our new ministry center, about 60 miles (96 km) outside
of Sao Paulo, Brazil. For more information about this ministry,
visit our website at www.Ipc.org.br.

Together our team of authors reminds us that good-news
telling is both for communities near at hand—and around
the world.

During this season of the year, as we cultivate a heart of
thankfulness for all God’s gifts, but especially for the gift
of God’s Son, will you remember that the good news isn’t
something we should keep to ourselves? Our joy grows
and grows as we spread it around to others.

In Christ’s service,

(B HMosnrysdo
Bob
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Doing Jesus’ Mission His Way
Allen and Lynn Likkel

God’s love for this world has resulted in the amazing act of sending his
Son, Jesus, to fulfill the mission of his Father by becoming one of us.
This month we'll not only consider what it means that Jesus entered
this world in our flesh but also that he calls us to join in his mission:
“As the Father has sent me, [ am sending you” (John 20:21). We'll
consider what it means to participate in Jesus’ mission in Jesus” way. It
is our hope and prayer that as we enter the Advent season at the end
of the month, these devotions will also help to prepare us to celebrate
the incarnation and birth of our Lord.

Revs. Allen and Lynn Likkel have worked in communities across North
America for many years—planting churches, nurturing them along, and
developing new church leaders. A minister in the Christian Reformed
Church, Allen served with Christian Reformed Home Missions for
nearly 40 years, and Lynn, also ordained as a minister of the Word,
has served to build leaders and new congregations. In November 2010,
Allen entered retirement, and the Likkels moved to Washington, their
native state. They have four adult children.




John 20:19-23

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 1

FROM FEAR TO JOY TO CALL

The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. . . . Jesus
said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, | am sending

you.”

—John 20:20-21

Sunday evening. Locked doors.
Terrified disciples. Jesus had
been killed, but was reported to
be alive again. How could the
disciples possibly absorb what
was happening?

Suddenly Jesus appears. He's
alive! Hearts thrill to see Jesus’
comforting look of love. Fear is
replaced by exuberant joy.

Then Jesus calls his disciples to
join him in his mission of love
for the world. This is a daunting
challenge. Only those who real-
ly experience the love of the
living, risen Lord will be able to
respond to his call.

What terrifies you? Finances?
Political unrest in the world?
Today Jesus invites you to look
at him and to see how much he
loves you. Today he calls you
to join in his mission. Would
you like to experience the full
extent of his love? Will you sur-

render your fears to Jesus? He
invites you to receive him, to
get to know him, and to start
the relationship of a lifetime.

Then you too will experience
the overwhelming joy of hear-
ing him say, “Peace be with
you,” and “I am with you al-
ways” (Matthew 28:20).

As Jesus invites you to begin this
journey, you'll find you can't
do it on your own. But Christ’s
Spirit is there to help you. Ask,
and he will answer.

Lord, we are weak and
fearful. We cannot find
our way to you on our
own. Help us today to re-
spond to your call and to
follow you, by your Spirit's
strength, in your mission
of love. Amen.




1 John 4:7-16

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 2

A MISSIONARY GOD

This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent

his Son . . . .

—1 John 4:10

What is your mental picture of
God? Some imagine a kindly
grandfather. Others see a severe
judge. Our text pictures God as
love. He loved us before we
were even lovable. Only a God
of infinite love would send his
eternal Son into this troubled
world to die for our sins and to
live within us. In the fully hu-
man yet fully divine Jesus we
know and experience God. “If
you really know me, you will
know my Father as well. From
now on, you do know him and
have seen him.” (John 14:7).
We don't get one without the
other.

Jesus makes clear that God is
a missionary God. As missiolo-
gist David Bosch says, “God is a
fountain of sending love.” Jesus
wants to shape our thoughts
about God. “As the Father has
sent me, | am sending you”
(John 20:21). “For God so loved

the world . . . . (John 3:16). Is
this how you think of God? Is
this how you know God? This is
the God Jesus invites us to know
in a faith relationship with him.
And as the sent one, Jesus is in-
viting us to live as he lived.

Nothing has changed. God is
still the same, still on a mission
of love. God continues to “so
love the world.” By his Spirit
our missionary God is at work
“to the ends of the earth” (Acts
1:8). Let him embrace you
anew today. Ask him to help
you to love others as he does.

God, you love us so much
that it nearly takes our
breath away. We don't de-
serve it. But we thank you.
Please open our hearts to
love others as you love us.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.




Luke 19:1-10

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 3

OUR MISSIONARY JESUS

“The Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.”

—Luke 19:10

Do you know your purpose in
life? Jesus did. When Jesus had
dinner with Zacchaeus, he knew
the religious leaders were upset
because he was hanging out with
a tax collector who had become
rich from people’s hard-earned
wages. With a laser focus on his
purpose Jesus clarifies why he
was on earth: to reach people
who needed the embrace of
God's forgiveness and love.

When [ (Allen) was young, |
was often sent out to the barn
to feed the calves. My mission
was clear. But, as a typical kid,
I was easily distracted by other
wonderful things: a dog to play
with, a bike to ride, a basketball
to shoot. I'd actually go back
into the house having forgotten
to do what [ was sent to do.

Most of us get distracted or
sidetracked every day from our
purposes. Not Jesus. He saw the
crowds of his day, and he sees

them today. He sees Zacchaeus
up a tree. He sees you and me.
Moved with a heart of love and
compassion, he saw the people
who needed his shepherding
love as “harassed and helpless”
(Matthew 9:36). Jesus never
forgot why the Father had sent
him.

Do you know God’s purpose
for your life? Do you really
believe you are also sent? Has
God called you to his mission?
Think about what it means to
be a part of God’s “fountain of
sending love” (David Bosch).

God, please forgive me for
the times I've not under-
stood or accepted my role
in your mission. Forgive
me for getting distracted.
Show me how [ am called
to your kingdom work.
Amen.




John 1:1-14; Hebrews 2:17-18; 4:14-16

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 4

HANGING OUT IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.

—John 1:14

In situations of grief or stress,
have you ever heard someone
say, “l understand?” It's a risky
statement. It should be used
with great caution. Can we
really understand what some-
one else is experiencing? Can
someone else really feel what
I'm feeling? Most of the time
we get it wrong. But sometimes
there is real comfort when
someone who's “been there”
understands a lot of what we
are going through.

The gospel means “good news,”
and a major dimension of this
is that Jesus understands us.
He “gets it.” Jesus invites us to
join him in his sending mission
of love. He says, “As the Father
has sent me, | am sending you”
(John 20:21).

There’s a big word that de-
scribes exactly how Jesus was
sent into the world. It’s called
incarnation. Jesus became one

of us. He lived among us. He
hung out in our neighborhood.
He experienced life fully and
completely as we do. He was
even tempted, “as we are—yet
he did not sin.” He “gets it” be-
cause he was one of us.

Isn't that incredible good news?
A few years ago there was a
popular song that said, “What if
God were one of us ... 7" But he
already is. God chose to reach us
through his Son, Jesus, becoming
a human being in every respect.

Why do you think God has
put you in your neighborhood?
Think about that today.

Lord, thank you for walk-
ing with me through my
life’s situations. Show me
how to connect with oth-
ers in my neighborhood
and to share your good
news with them. Amen.




John 1:43-51

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5

“NAZARETH!...?”

“Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?”

—John 1:46

When Christians worship in a
big multiethnic gathering, they
often say, “This must be a taste
of what heaven is like.” Richly
diverse styles of music and
expressions of praise weave a
beautiful tapestry. It's a foretaste
of the new creation in which all
tribes and people groups of the
world will gather together (see
Revelation 7:9).

When Jesus came into this
world, he entered a specific
place and culture. But he also
came to be the Savior and Lord
of people in every culture and
place. He demonstrated how
the good news comes to us
right where we are. And that’s
part of the good news of Jesus—
it can be expressed in every lan-
guage, and it speaks into every
culture.

Christs followers do not have
to speak the same language,
dress the same way, or lift up

one culture above another. We
honor Christ as we take the best
of every culture and place it in
service to our Lord. In fact, the
gospel is so rich that it takes all
our cultures, languages, music,
and art to fully express it.

Jesus entered deeply into the
lives of a ragtag bunch of Jewish
Galileans. He shared in their
language, music, humor, and
lifestyle. He also took what they
knew and built on it to build his
kingdom.

Jesus loves your neighborhood
too. Do you?

Lord, help us to appreci-
ate where you've placed
us. Help us to value others
and not judge them for
being different from us.
Help us to love as you
love. Amen.




Philippians 2:1-11

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6

THE SERVANT LEADER

He made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant,

being made in human likeness.

—Philippians 2:7

[ (Allen) once met with a large
group of church planters from
across several denominations.
They were all leaders of church-
es experiencing great evangelistic
growth. They all had in common
a deep love for Jesus and a pas-
sionate concern for the people
in the communities they served.
They were servant-leaders.

When Jesus says, “As the Father
has sent me” (John 20:21), he
is calling us to lead as he does.
Jesus was the ultimate Servant,
laying aside his rights and privi-
leges as the Son of God. Being
sent meant humbling himself to
become one of us. In so doing,
he took on himself the conse-
quences of our sin.

How do you perceive God?
Are you willing to be shaped
by Jesus to become a servant of
others? Jesus helps us to offer
people his beautiful invitation:
“Come to me, all you who are

weary and burdened, and [ will
give you rest. Take my yoke
upon you and learn from me,
for [ am gentle and humble in
heart, and you will find rest
for your souls. For my yoke is
easy and my burden is light”
(Matthew 11:28-30).

Just as Jesus became a servant to
us, he invites us to find rest and
strength in him so that we can
become servants to others. He
loves us so much that he gave
his life for us. And he calls us to
serve sacrificially so that others
can find rest for their souls.

Lord, life can be difficult.
As we struggle, help us to
surrender our pride and
discover that in you we
may find rest for the jour-
ney and strength to share
your love. Amen.




Matthew 28:16-20

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 7

A MISSIONARY PEOPLE

“Go and make disciples of all nations . . . .

”

—Matthew 28:19

We have a young friend who
has wise parents. They help him
think about his teenage behav-
iors. Whenever he would leave
the house to go somewhere, his
parents would always look him
in the eye and say, “Remember
who you are.”

That's good advice. We some-
times need to be reminded of
who we are. More important, we
need to remember “whose” we
are. To whom do you belong?

Jesus invites us to the greatest ad-
venture ever: “As the Father has
sent me, [ am sending you” (John
20:21). Christ-followers remem-
ber their true identity—they are
a “sent” people—a missionary
people. Making disciples means
everything to Jesus. What a privi-
lege to be included in his mission
of love! Being “sent” is the main
mission of the church, the body
of Christ. The church is sent into
the world on Christ’s mission.

Think about where you are in
life. You are not there by chance.
You regularly encounter people
in your routine activities. You
are there because God has a
purpose for your life. He wants
you to spread the good news of
the gospel right where you are.

However, we cannot give what
we do not have. To make dis-
ciples, we must continually re-
connect with the living Christ
and walk with him. Are you
ready to embrace the adven-
ture to which you are called?

Lord, we hear your invi-
tation to mission. Give us
the will and courage to
follow wherever you lead.
Help us see the people
you want us to share your
love with today. Amen.




Acts 1:1-11

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 8

POWER UP

“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and

you will be my witnesses. . . .”

—Acts 1:8

One of my tasks as a teenager
(Allen) was to help lay out new
irrigation systems for farmers. |
especially enjoyed the moment
when we'd throw the switch and
power up the big pump. The
pipe filled, sprinklers hissed, and
water shot out across the field.

Imagine the disciples’ power-
up moment. They were able to
switch from fear and uncertainty
to courage and boldness when
the power of the Holy Spirit
filled them (see Acts 2-7). Some
scholars compare this with God
breathing the breath of life into
Adam at creation (Genesis 2:7).
Receiving the breath of God is a
“power-up” moment. (See also
John 20:22.)

Not only do we need a person-
al relationship with Jesus before
being sent out, but we need to
rely on him always to empower
us to do his work. Sometimes
God gives us amazing con-

nections with people we have
never met. Some first-time con-
versations immediately go to
a place where we can witness
with power to someone who
needs God’s love. But some-
times it's much harder. Our task
is to trust that God will show us
how to respond with a smile, a
hug, a thoughtful word, or per-
haps just by listening.

When is the last time you
specifically asked God for his
power to witness? It's time to
power up!

Lord, thank you for your
promise of power through
the Holy Spirit. “Breathe
on me, Breath of God, fill
me with life anew, that
[ may love the way you
love, and do what you
would do.” Amen.




Philippians 2:12-18

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 9

WITNESS WHERE YOU ARE

“You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea. . . .”

—Acts 1:8

During our first seminary sum-
mer internship, God placed us
in Mount Rainier National Park.
There we discovered a mission
field. This experience absolutely
changed our lives. We had never
before engaged in Christ’s mis-
sion apart from specific activities
in our local churches. Through
relationships with park employ-
ees and visitors, Jesus opened
our eyes to see great mission
opportunities close to home.
We discovered how much we
loved those people who did not
yet know the Lord. We enjoyed
sharing Jesus with them. The
experience forever shaped our
desire to join Jesus in his mission
wherever God would place us.

Jesus calls us into his mission
of love right where we are.
Sometimes “mission trips” away
from home create a mispercep-
tion that we need to go away
from our everyday settings if

we want to serve in Christ’s
mission. We need to ask Jesus
to open our eyes to the oppor-
tunities for mission in our own
surroundings too.

Wherever we had the privilege
to plant churches, the challenge
was to think carefully about our
“spheres of influence.” What
were the regular patterns of life
for us on a daily or weekly ba-
sis, and who were the people
we consistently met in those sit-
uations? Those spheres of influ-
ence are the places where Jesus
asks you to see people with his
eyes. Whom does Jesus want
you to see today?

Lord, bring to our hearts
and minds those who are
right in front of us today.
Help us to see them and
to reach out to them with
your love. Amen.




John 4:1-14, 27-42

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 10

A GROWING VISION FOR MISSION

“You will be my witnesses in . . . Samaria. . ..”

—Acts 1:8

All of us are raised in a particu-
lar culture or subculture. We
have language, clothing, music,
geography—and many of us
have church practices—that are
familiar to us. We are comfort-
able with what's familiar. Sadly,
we often assume prejudices
about people from other cul-
tures and places.

Jesus calls us, his missionary peo-
ple, out of our comfort zones.
The people among whom Jesus
carried on most of his ministry de-
spised the Samaritans. Jesus” own
journey through Samaria and the
encounter with the Samaritan
woman in today’s verses give us
a profound message. Jesus” love,
which he empowers us to share,
knows no boundaries of sinful
prejudice or cultural preference.

Churches and Christians in
North America, many of whom
come out of western European
cultures, can fall into sinful prej-

udice and pride. We easily think
our ways of worship and our
kind of music set the ultimate
standard by which all others
should be evaluated.

We served a multiethnic church
in New York for seven years.
Jesus confronted us with our
prejudices and subtle (or not
so subtle) feelings of cultural
superiority that needed to be
confessed.

When we do that and go to the
people of our “Samaria” with
Christ’s mission of love, we are
blessed and enriched. Who lives
in your “Samaria”?

Lord, forgive our superior
attitudes and prejudices.
Help us to appreciate the
diversity you have cre-
ated. Help us to see you
in people’s lives. Amen.




Matthew 24:3-14

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 11

A GLOBAL MISSION HERE AT HOME

“You will be my witnesses . . . to the ends of the earth.”

—Acts 1:8

“God so loved the world . . "
(John 3:16). Jesus, the Lord of
the harvest, loves the people of
Mexico City, Paris, New York
City, Cairo, Toronto, Guatemala
City, Beijing, Moscow, Miami,
Jakarta, Nairobi, Edmonton,
Tripoli, and Seattle.

As time goes on, our sovereign
God is also bringing the nations
closer together, so there is a
convergence of the mission “to
the nations” and the mission to
people in our own local areas.
Today, for example, many of us
are discovering that the peoples
of the world are coming to
North America. According to the
United States census in 2000, im-
migrants from around the world
numbered 3 1.1 million, or 11.1
percent of the U.S. population.
This was a rapid increase from
19.8 million in 1990. And by
2009 the immigrant population
rose again significantly to 38.5

million, nearly twice the amount
from twenty years ago.

Today Jesus asks us to follow
him into his global mission right
where we are. So as people
from many nations come to
live among us, we learn to serve
“the nations” as our neighbors
in our cities and backyards.

Even so, we are also still drawn
into mission opportunities inter-
nationally, “to the ends of the
earth.”

What an exciting time! What are
you willing to do to join Jesus in
his global mission?

Lord, show us how to
break down walls that
keep us from reaching out
to neighbors. Thank you
for bringing people from
the ends of the earth to
our own area. Amen.




1 Corinthians 9:19-23

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 12

CHAMELEONS OR MISSIONARIES?

[ have become all things to all people so that . . . [ might save some

. .. for the sake of the gospel . . .

—1 Corinthians 9:22-23

How can you be “all things to
all people” in your life today?
Consider the approach of the
apostle Paul. His sermon to
the Greeks at the Areopagus
in Athens (see Acts 17:16-31)
was vastly different from his
message to the Jews of Pisidian
Antioch (Acts 13:13-47).

The good news of Jesus is un-
changing. But the way we share
and express that message through
our lives, music, art, and worship
must change and be adapted to
the persons and people groups
where God places us. Our com-
mitment, like that of Paul, is to
make the great truth of the one
gospel understandable in every
cultural context.

Some years ago, God gave us
the privilege of planting a new
church in Nanaimo, British
Columbia. Through immersing
ourselves in the community
culture there, we soon learned

that jazz music was deeply em-
bedded in the culture of that
city (several well-known jazz
musicians got their start there).
We often featured gospel jazz
in our early-morning service of
worship. Among our greatest
evangelistic events was a jazz
funeral service for a beloved
jazz musician/teacher.

This is what makes the gospel of
Christ so exciting, beautiful, and
inviting. It translates into every
language, culture, and musical
form. Jesus’ challenge to us not
only permits but requires us to
be students of local cultures
and people.

Lord, remove our blind
spots and fears that pre-
vent us from translating
the gospel into the cul-
tures around us. Help us
remember that you came
for all peoples. Amen.




Luke 9:1-6

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13

TRUSTING GOD

“lake nothing for the journey—no staff, no bag, no bread, no

money, no extra shirt.”

—Luke 9:3

We are students of evangelism
and church planting, and we
have coached others in these
ministry areas. But we want to
put forth a big word of caution:
It is not by our techniques or
clever strategies that people
come into the kingdom of Jesus
Christ. As Jesus indicates in our
text, success isn't dependent on
a wealth of human resources.
The kingdom grows through
humble servant missionaries
who depend every moment of
every day on Jesus Christ for
their provision. Christ builds his
kingdom.

“When he, the Spirit of truth,
comes, he will guide you into
all the truth. He will not speak
on his own; he will speak only
what he hears, and he will tell
you what is yet to come” (John
16:13). Jesus promises us a
counselor, guide, and friend—
the Holy Spirit.

We continue to hear how God
arranges “divine appointments”
for Christians with people who
open up to them about needs
in their lives. Often the Holy
Spirit has provided the exact
preparation for a conversation
by connecting people who have
had a similar experience, or
who know a particular person,
book, or resource that directly
addresses their need.

Offer yourself anew to Jesus to-
day. Ask to be made aware and
ready for “divine appointments”
with no provision but what Jesus
gives. You can always trust him.

Lord, you call us to join
in your work. Teach us to
follow, knowing that all
who hear the gospel call
are hearing you. Make us
humble. Help us to listen
to your voice. Amen.




Matthew 18:1-14

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 14

SERVANT EVANGELISM

“I have made myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as pos-

sible.”

—1 Corinthians 9:19

Paul does not invite us to do
whatever people around us do.
As many Bible teachers have
said, we are to be “in the world
but not of the world.” Paul did
not embrace anything false. He
did not condone immorality.
He was faithful to Jesus and the
gospel. Paul did not needlessly
offend. But he did embrace
what was beautiful in people’s
culture and style. He began
with people where they were.

One of the hazards of the
church in the Western world
having a dominant cultural posi-
tion for so long is that we think
spiritual seekers must adapt to
our cultural styles rather than
that we should adapt to theirs.

One Sunday before worship
one of our faithful members
asked what the service and
message would be like the fol-
lowing Sunday. She had a friend
whom she intended to invite to

our church, and she was con-
cerned that the music, worship,
and message should make sense
to her friend. She was being a
“servant” to this friend.

There are many ways to be a
“slave to everyone.” Through
careful listening, spending time
together, and praying for dis-
cernment, we discover each
person’s point of need. Then
we respond, being all that we
can for them through Jesus’
love and grace. To whom are
you willing to be a servant/slave
today?

Lord, give us your wisdom
and discernment. Help us
to be faithful to you while
letting go of our unhelpful
customs and cultural styles
for the sake of the gospel.
In Jesus’ name. Amen.




Matthew 25:34-46; Luke 6:27-31

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 15

GOLDEN RULE EVANGELISM

“If someone takes your coat, do not withhold your shirt.”

—Luke 6:29

These words are hard to hear!
What is the best way to respond
to the disabled veteran on the
corner with his cardboard sign?
How much am [ influenced
by my own selfishness? “I've
earned it; it's mine!” Jesus calls
us to witness through our gen-
erosity: “Do to others as you
would have them do to you.”

We have learned that “random
acts of kindness” and serving
the “least of these” in the com-
munity are powerful ways of
authenticating the gospel. In
fact, that is the gospel. The gos-
pel is both word and deed.

We must begin by under-
standing that we are only stew-
ards of the blessings God has
allowed us to have. Everything
we have belongs to God. Along
with this awareness comes the
trust that God is our provider
and will supply our needs. So
sharing becomes an act of trust

in God. It becomes an opportu-
nity to more directly experience
God's generosity to us.

What a blessing we experience
when we do share! There is so
much joy in giving away. And
even more so when our right
hand does not know what our
left hand is doing (see Matthew
6:3-4). As you join Jesus in his
mission, be aware of the hun-
gry, thirsty, and under-clothed.
As you generously share, dis-
cover Christ in those moments.

Lord, you know how
many times we have ig-
nored the hungry, the
poor, and other hurting
people who have crossed
our paths. Forgive us. Give
us your discernment to
know how to share your
love today. Amen.




Matthew 9:35-38

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 16

SEEING AS JESUS SEES

When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because

they were harassed and helpless . . . .

—Matthew 9:36

Both of us grew up on the west-
ern coast of the United States.
Alongside a thriving dairy in-
dustry were many seasonal
berry crops to be harvested.
Every summer truckloads of
seasonal workers came north to
work on the harvest. It was a
way of life so familiar that we
barely acknowledged the tough
living conditions in some of the
camps. We saw it on the surface
but just drove by. We picked
strawberries in rows right next
to seasonal workers. But we did
not really see with Jesus’ eyes
how difficult their lives were.

Yet Jesus took it all in. He knew
their heartaches, anxieties and
frustration. The poor conditions
in some of the camps broke his
heart.

A church planter we know
prayed that Jesus would help
him really see the people of
his community where he was

called to plant a church. As he
spent the day “prayerwalking,”
Jesus opened the eyes of his
heart. He spent the day walking
and weeping at the brokenness
he saw. That day he was forever
bonded in love with the people
of that neighborhood.

Yes, Jesus sees “the crowds,” but
also knows each of his sheep by
name as he calls them into his
love and grace. If we ask, Jesus
will open our eyes to see peo-
ple around us as he sees them.
Be ready to have your heart
broken. Things will never look
the same.

Lord, help us to see with
our hearts the people
around us who are suf-
fering or facing injustice.
Give us the love and cour-
age to become their advo-
cates and friends. Amen.




Philippians 1:1-11

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 17

SERVING THROUGH PRAYER

In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy . . . .

—Philippians 1:4

Paul served others through
prayer. We know of no more
effective way to serve others
than through prayer. Its the
foundation of our response to
Jesus” calling.

At a weekday church event, we
noticed a young mother’s tear-
filled eyes and offered to pray
for her. Her husband was a sol-
dier deployed in Iraq. We laid
hands on her and prayed for the
family and her husband'’s battal-
ion at church on the following
Sunday and at other worship
services. Months later, after we
had moved, we heard that the
family was attending our former
church. More recently, while
visiting that church, a man who
was practicing with the worship
team came up to us to say, “I'm
the soldier you prayed for.”

Nearly everyone will respond
positively to your offer to pray for
them. We suggest these steps:

Ask God to help you see
and understand the people
in your life with whom you
have regular contact.

As God lays certain names
on your heart, commit to
praying for them regularly.
Be sensitive to seeing them
with Jesus’ eyes, taking note
of what you see and experi-
ence.

Humbly, simply let them
know they are among the
people you pray for. Invite
them to name more specific
prayer requests.

Within a week, find opportu-
nity to follow up.

Lord, people are hungry
for prayer. Open our eyes
to see the people among
our contacts who need
you. Help us to touch
others with your compas-
sion and love. Amen.




Colossians 3:1-17

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 18

OUT OF THE SALTSHAKER, INTO THE WORLD

“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how

can it be made salty again?”

—Matthew 5:13

First challenge: Jesus calls his
followers salt. Salt is meant to
flavor food. It does no good in
the saltshaker. Until it is shaken
out and mixed into food, it is of
little value.

God’s missionary people are
meant to add flavor to the
world (John 17:15-16). The
comfortable way to live is the
easy way, to stay encircled by
like-minded Christians in holy
huddles. But that is also the way
to stifle our growth.

Nothing keeps us praying and
diving deep into Gods Word
like being with the “harassed
and helpless” (Matthew 9:36)
who are seeking after God.
As we build relationships with
seekers, we discover they are
people whom God loves too.
We are also drawn into a closer
and deeper relationship with
Christ as we share Christ’s life
and love with them.

Second Challenge: We are to
remain salty and flavorful.
Working with people who have
not yet experienced Jesus’ trans-
forming love and grace, we see
the power of addictions and the
ugliness of sin. We are then driv-
en to and not away from Christ,
who keeps us salty by his Spirit
in us. We are led to righteous
anger at the false promises and
seduction of the materialistic,
hedonistic culture that seeks to
deceive and enslave us.

How is your saltiness today?

Lord, some of us know
you. Others do not. May
your Spirit  enlighten,
transform, and fill us in a
way that flavors a world
in need of you today.
Amen.




Ephesians 5:8-20

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19

“THIS LITTLE LIGHT OF MINE”

“You are the light of the world . . . . Let your light shine before

2

others . ...

—Matthew 5:14-16

Give children flashlights in a
dark place, and they will be
entertained for a long time.
Light has amazing properties.
It travels about 186,000 miles
per second. It is also powerful—
especially when we speak of the
light of Jesus Christ, “the light of
all people” that shines into and
overcomes the darkness of our
world (John 1:4-5).

Jesus calls us to be light, to shine
like stars in the world. How do
we do that? Eugene Peterson, in
The Message, states Philippians
2:15 of our Scripture this way:
“Go out into the world uncor-
rupted, a breath of fresh air in
this squalid and polluted so-
ciety. Provide people with a
glimpse of good living and of
the living God.”

Mother Teresa shone for Jesus in
the darkness of poverty in India.
A friend who spends time with
the dying and their families is

light in the darkness of pain and
grief. The mentor to a fatherless
child is a light in the darkness
of loneliness and bewilderment.
The worker who takes time to
listen to a coworker and offer
support is a light in the darkness
of discouragement and despair.

There are many ways to be a
light for Jesus. May our lives
shine so brightly through
Christlike behaviors and atti-
tudes that others will ask where
our life and love come from—
and of course the answer is
Christ, our Savior.

Lord, sometimes our light
dims in the world. Bring
us back to the source, to
you, the light of the world.
May we shine brightly
wherever you have placed
us. Amen.




Matthew 13:31-34

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20

BE A POSITIVE KINGDOM INFLUENCE

“The kingdom of heaven is like yeast . . . mixed into . . . flour until

it [is| worked all through the dough.”

—Matthew 13:33

Jesus invites us to imagine the
amazing properties of a little bit
of yeast; it can make dough rise
so that it bakes into wonderful
bread. Like yeast, only a small
expression of the kingdom of
Jesus Christ in our lives can make
an incredible impact on the lives
and culture of people around us.

Christ-followers have a choice.
We can withdraw and live sepa-
rate lives from our surround-
ing communities. Or we can
choose to influence and bless
those communities by encour-
aging values and behaviors of
justice, mercy, and peace.

Yeast is at first not very notice-
able. And the word in our verse
that says yeast is “mixed into”
can also mean “hidden in.” Our
best influence is often through
quiet actions of service and love
by which we are not drawing
attention to ourselves.

We know of several new
churches that have begun in pris-
ons. As they quietly gather for
worship and bring people into
the presence of Jesus, positive
influences spread out through
the prison system, transforming
behaviors, systems, and the cul-
ture of the entire place.

Yeast has a purpose of inter-
acting with dough. We have a
purpose of living out the values
of the kingdom of Jesus Christ
as we interact with the people,
institutions, and communities
where we are. By the power of
the Spirit we can have amazing
influence for the glory of God.

Lord, thank you for your
generosity. While we offer
you our service, you offer
us life. You can use us to
meet the needs of others
around us. Grow us as
you will. Amen.




2 Corinthians 2:14-17; Luke 15:11-20

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 21

AROMATIC CHRISTIANS

We are to God the pleasing aroma of Christ among those who
are being saved . . . . an aroma that brings life.

—2 Corinthians 2:15-16

Consistently, surveys that ana-
lyze how Christians in North
America are viewed by oth-
ers come up with unfortunate
findings. Christians are often
known as judgmental. Rather
than being known for daring
to be different and making a
positive impact our communi-
ties through behaviors of love,
forgiveness, and peace-building,
people experience our criticism
and negativity. That is not a
pleasing aroma.

Yet we Christians are recipients
of grace. We have known God's
incredible forgiveness and radi-
cal acceptance. Every one of us
is a lost child who has experi-
enced the hug and kiss of our
heavenly Father through Jesus
Christ. Jesus told the story of
the lost son to let us know the
heart of our missionary God.
It explains Jesus’ purpose and
why he endured the criticism

of religious leaders to spend
time with “tax collectors and
sinners.” (Matthew 9:11). Jesus
was being the “aroma that
brings life.”

We too can follow his exam-
ple. There are many ways to
be sweet-smelling Christians.
Through his Spirit we can live
out Christ’s radical love and ac-
ceptance of others. Think about
your relationships. How do
people see you? Are you the
“aroma of Christ”? Do others
experience kindness, hospital-
ity, forgiveness, and encourage-
ment from you?

Lord, only you can re-
place our sinfulness with
your pleasing aroma. Help
us connect with you daily
through your Word, so we
can show your grace and
mercy to others. Amen.




John 17:20-26

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 22

THE WITNESS OF UNITY

“By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love

one another.”

—John 13:35

Hypocrisy—saying one thing
and doing another—gets us into
deep trouble. This is often seen
in the lack of love and unity
shown between Christians and
in Christian churches. Hypocrisy
severely damages our witness.
Jesus’ plea is clear that we “may
be brought to complete unity.
Then the world will know” that
God loves them.

Churches have often acted as
if they were in competition
with one another, with lots of
critique and judgment. At the
same time, we preach a gospel
of love and acceptance.

Increasingly we recognize that
our real competitors are the
false, enslaving gods of our cul-
ture. Christians and churches
are finding each other across
denominational lines and tra-
ditions, appreciating one an-
other’s sincere desire to follow
Christ in his mission.

It is important to understand
the difference between “unity”
and “uniformity.” It is easy for
Christians to confuse the two.
We may also think that sim-
ply by gathering together we
are expressing unity. But the
witness-authenticating kind
of unity for which Jesus prays
is love for each other. By the
genuine, practiced behaviors of
love, others will know we are
Jesus’ disciples.

People can tell the real thing
when they see it. Whom have
you taken time to love today?

Lord, we pray that the
world will see our love
for each other as individu-
als and churches in a way
that cannot deny your
power. Help us to support
and build one another up.
Amen.




1 Corinthians 12:1-20, 27

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 23

THE STRENGTH OF COMMUNITY

In Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member

belongs to all the others.

—Romans 12:5

Jesus challenges his followers to
make disciples (Matthew 28:19).
He calls them to communal ac-
tivities of “baptizing” and “teach-
ing” others about him. As follow-
ers of Christ, the accountability
and nurture we receive together
in Christ’s body is what keeps the
salt salty, the light shining brightly,
and the mission on track.

We are at our best as Christ’s
missionaries when we engage
our neighborhoods and com-
munities as the body of Jesus
Christ—the church. Some in the
body are gifted at articulating
the gospel in compelling ways.
Others have incredible net-
working skills to develop deep
relationships  throughout the
community. Others have gifts
of teaching, service, hospitality,
and more. All are needed.

Evangelistic, small-group Bible
studies are great ways to en-
gage in Christ’s mission. When

a seeker has multiple relation-
ships with several in the group,
the probability of their participa-
tion is greatly increased. In these
groups the diverse gifts of hos-
pitality, prayer, evangelism, and
teaching can be mobilized in
harmony and supportive ways.
This kind of mission engage-
ment is fun and exciting.

Jesus says, “As the Father has
sent me, | am sending you”
(John 20:21). We are a mission-
ary people, a missionary church.
Nothing contributes to inspiring
worship and growth in Christ
like engaging together in Jesus’
mission. Pray that we keep that
focus and priority.

Lord, we are created with-
in and for community.
May we join together as
salt and light in this world.
Amen.




2 Peter 3:8-15

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 24

OUR PATIENT AND ACTIVE MISSIONARY GOD

The Lord . . . is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish,

but everyone to come to repentance.

—2 Peter 3:9

In his mission, God exercises a
patient love as well as a vigor-
ous engagement to defeat Satan
and the forces of evil. Already
in Genesis 3:15 God’s promise
looks ahead to Jesus’ victory
over Satan.

We grow impatient and some-
times despair of evil and its ef-
fects in the world around us.
But the apostle Paul writes,
“The God of peace will soon
crush Satan under your feet”
(Romans 16:20).

The final, great victory of
Jesus over evil is described in
Revelation 20:10: “The devil
... was thrown into the lake of
burning sulfur” to remain there
forever.

In the meantime, be aware,
says Paul, that “our struggle is
not against flesh and blood, but
against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the powers

of this dark world and against
the spiritual forces of evil in the
heavenly realms” (Ephesians
6:12).

That is why we need to “be
strong in the Lord and in his
mighty power” (6:10).

God is not forgetting us. Our
merciful, patient, and powerful
God is moving forward with his
mission for the salvation of the
people he loves.

Hold on to Jesus’ promise: “In
this world you will have trouble.
But take heart! [ have overcome
the world” (John 16:33).

Lord, make us aware of
the spiritual battles we are
waging. Give us freedom
from fear and the sure
knowledge that you are in
control and that your grace
is sufficient for us. Amen.




2 Corinthians 5:11-6:2

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 25

NOW IS THE TIME

We are therefore Christs ambassadors . . . . We implore you on

Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.

—2 Corinthians 5:20

“Appeal.”  “Implore.”  “Urge.”
“Now is the time.” Do you hear
the urgency in these words?
While our missionary God is
patient, desiring the salvation of
all, the Bible makes clear that this
mission of God is moving toward
a definite end. This is an urgent
mission. It is front and center for
Christians and the church. “Now
is the time” to share the good
news that tells how people can
be reconciled to God.

Always keep the reality of Jesus’
return in mind. He will come
back someday. Jesus makes
clear that it is none of our busi-
ness to try to determine the
precise time. “It is not for you
to know the times or dates the
Father has set by his own au-
thority” (Acts 1:7). Jesus, God’s
own Son, intentionally removes
himself from that knowledge
and states that only the Father
knows (Mark 13:32). And he

calls us instead to be active in
his mission.

Are you holding off on respond-
ing to Jesus’ call as he calls you
by name? We “urge” you. Listen
to his voice today. Know the
heart of God, who sent Jesus to
seek and save the lost. Receive
his love for you in Jesus Christ!

If you are already a Christ-
follower, don't hesitate to share
Christ with someone and be-
gin building a relationship with
them. Tomorrow may be too
late: “Now is the time.”

Lord, forgive us if we have
wasted time and ignored
your urgent call. Give us
boldness in our relation-
ships with others. May we
share your good news in
your time. Amen.




1 Peter 3:8-22

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 26

A READY TESTIMONY

Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you

to give the reason for the hope that you have.

—1 Peter 3:15

One of life’s hard-learned les-
sons is the importance of
preparation. Whether it is for a
test at school, training for ath-
letic activities, readying for a job
interview, or sharing the good
news of life in Jesus Christ—
preparation is huge.

Preparation for engaging in
Jesus’ daily mission begins with
Peter's wise counsel: “In your
hearts revere Christ as Lord.”
Our effectiveness depends on a
deep and intimate relationship
with Jesus. We must be fully de-
voted followers of Jesus.

In the surrounding context of
this verse, Peter emphasizes
godly living. He calls us to “be
compassionate and humble,”
“do good; seek peace and pur-
sue it,” and keep “a clear con-
science.” Practicing godly be-
havior each day is part of the
preparation that will yield fruit-

ful opportunities to share the
good news with others.

Peter reveals the key to evange-
lism. When Jesus is at the center
of our lives, others will see a
difference. They will see a joy
and hopefulness about life and
may eventually ask why. If we
are prepared, we can give the
reason for our hope and joy.

Prayerfully surrender to the
Lord. As you put Jesus first in
your life, pray that you will be
sensitive, prepared by his Spirit
to “get it” when someone asks
you that key question. Be pre-
pared to give the reason for
your faith, hope, and joy.

Lord, may I be a living tes-
timony to your goodness
and grace. By your Spirit,
prepare me to hear and
answer people’s key ques-
tions about faith. Amen.




John 3:11-21

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27

IT’S ALL ABOUT LOVE—GOD’S LOVE

“God so loved the world, that he gave his one and only son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”

—John 3:16

Whether you have been reading
these devotions every day, or if
today is the first time, this is the
heart of the gospel story about
Jesus and his mission. “God did
not send his Son into the world
to condemn the world, but to
save the world through him.”

We neither can nor need to
earn Gods favor in any way.
God seeks and finds us. He sent
his Son, Jesus, into our world,
taking on our flesh as a fully hu-
man friend, brother, and Savior.
And purely by grace, with no
contribution on our part, Jesus
paid the price for our sin.

Forgiveness and peace with
God are pure gifts of grace.
“The wages of sin is death, but
the gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans
6:23). You do not pay for a
gift you receive. God, who is
a “fountain of sending love”
(David Bosch), bestows that gift

on you when you receive Jesus
as your Savior and Lord.

How do you know when it is
true for you?

I (Lynn) recall sharing these
words with someone who was
seeking Jesus and is now a pas-
tor. Paul says that when we cry
out to and seek the Father God,
his Spirit is already in us testify-
ing that we are in fact, his child
(see Romans 8:15-16).

Lord, we are over-
whelmed at how much
you love us. Help us grate-
fully to receive your gift
of salvation, forgiveness,
and grace. Then help us
to pass it along to others.
Amen.




Colossians 1:15-20; Hebrews 1:1-3

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 28

KNOW AND TELL THE WHOLE STORY

In these last days he has spoken to us by his Son . . . .

—Hebrews 1:2

The gospel story can be told
narrowly, emphasizing only
the center of salvation history:
Jesus’ incarnation—the Word
become flesh, Jesus' life and
teaching, Jesus’ sacrifice on the
cross, Jesus’ victorious resurrec-
tion, and Jesus” ascension and
rule at the right hand of God till
he comes again.

Yet as Paul writes in Colossians,
the gospel, centered in the life
of Jesus, has cosmic proportions.
This Jesus “is the image of the
invisible God, the firstborn over
all creation. For in him all things
were created . . . . He is before all
things and in him all things hold
together.” This cosmic Christ is
Lord not only of our lives but
over all creation. Creation too
“will be liberated from its bond-
age to decay and brought into
the freedom and glory of the chil-
dren of God” (Romans 8:21).

The gospel of Jesus is about the
whole story of creation and how
this world belongs to God. It is
about the impact on creation
of humankinds fall into sin. It is
about Christ's redemptive work,
which redeems not only indi-
viduals but an entire creation
that groans under the weight
of sin. Ultimately, the gospel
story is about the restoration of
all things in a new heaven and
new earth. So when we accept
Jesus’ promise of salvation and
follow him, we become part of
his kingdom, a here and now
kingdom that will someday con-
tinue in a new heaven and new
earth. Are you part of this story
and kingdom?

Lord of creation, King of
the universe, we bow be-
fore you, the one Savior.
Teach us to worship and
adore you. Thank you for
loving us so much. Amen.




Ephesians 4:17-5:2

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 29

CARPE DIEM—“SEIZE THE DAY”

Be very careful, then, how you live ... making the most of every

opportunity . . . .

—Ephesians 5:15-16

Today is ripe with new opportu-
nities to show and share Christ’s
love through our lives. It's an
adventure to live as God’s holy
people, called to be purified
through the work of the Holy
Spirit in us. We live as robust,
full-of-life Christians who radi-
ate the fruit of the Holy Spirit in
us: “love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and  self-control”
(Galatians 5:22-23).

“Be very careful” to do this, be-
cause there are many seductive
voices and temptations encour-
aging us not to follow Christ, but
instead to serve ourselves and
to find life's meaning in posses-
sions, position, and power. Be
prepared instead to seize and
redeem opportunities to live
like Jesus, to be an ambassador
sharing his truth and love.

One meaning of carpe s “gather.”
As our missionary God is “gath-

ering his people” (the family of
God, the body of Christ, the
church), we have the privilege of
joining in that effort to “gather”
each day Jesus’ growing family.

There is no greater joy than
seeing someone we love ex-
perience the “hug and kiss” of
our God as he welcomes home
another child who has been
lost. Let God show you the per-
sons he wants you to help him
“gather” today.

Lord, we are humbled at
your invitation to join you
in gathering your children
into your kingdom. Fill us
with your love for others
as we remember what
you have done for us.
Amen.




Luke 15

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 30

SHARING IN HEAVEN’S JOY

“There will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who
repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need

fo repent.”

—Luke 15:7

Jesus” lifestyle offended the re-
ligious leaders of his day. “This
man welcomes sinners and eats
with them,” they said. So Jesus
stated his purpose and prior-
ity: “I have not come to call the
righteous, but sinners to repen-
tance” (Luke 5:32).

In Luke 15 Jesus tells three
stories to reveal the heart and
priority of God expressed in his
mission. All attention is given for
one lost sheep and a thorough,
constant search for a missing
coin. All of heaven rejoices for
every positive response to Jesus’
call. And notice the invitation
extended: “Rejoice with me!”

The compelling story of the lost
son ends with the father say-
ing, “We had to celebrate and
be glad, because this brother
of yours was dead and is alive
again; he was lost and is found.”
Harvest joy is awesome!

Every day you and | and the
churches we know set priori-
ties. And it’s so tempting to give
in to our consumer culture that
says, “Me first.” Will you instead
join Jesus in the priorities of his
mission?

May harvest joy and the vi-
sion of that great day inspire
you, when people from every
nation, tribe, people, and lan-
guage will exclaim, “Salvation
belongs to our God, who sits on
the throne, and to the Lamb”
(Revelation 7:10). All “praise
and glory . . . be to our God for
ever and ever. Amen!” (7:12).

Lord Jesus, we look for-
ward to the day when we
will see you coming again
to live with us forever.
Come, Lord Jesus! Amen!




Jesus, Lord of All

Hernandes Dias Lopes

The birth of Jesus was the fulfillment of many ancient prophecies.
He was born in the fullness of time (Galatians 4:4), as outlined in the
agenda of eternity. His coming into the world is good news of great
joy for all people (Luke 2:10). Jesus is the Savior of the world, the
promised Messiah, the Lord of the universe. There is no salvation in
any other name. He is the way to full life, the gateway to heaven, the
bread to calm our hunger, the water to quench our thirst, the peace to
soothe our hearts, the only mediator to reconcile us with God.

Scripture is filled with many different names and descriptions of our
Savior. Each opens a window to understanding the significance of
Christ’s birth. This month we'll explore the many facets of Jesus’ iden-
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and only Son!
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Luke 2:1-14

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1

JESUS, THE MESSIAH

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those

on whom his favor rests.”

—Luke 2:14

When Jesus was born in the
town of Bethlehem, the angel
of the Lord announced to the
shepherds who were keeping
watch over their flocks nearby,
“Do not be afraid. | bring you
good news of great joy that will
be for all the people. Today in
the town of David a Savior has
been born to you; he is the
Messiah, the Lord.”

Jesus, meaning “Savior,” is the
name the angel had told Joseph
to give him (Matthew 1:21;
Luke 2:21). And Christ, or
Messiah, meaning “Anointed
One,” points to his mission as
the deliverer of God's people,
the true King who rules in righ-
teousness, reigning wisely and
doing what is just and right in all
things (Jeremiah 23:5-6).

The Father had promised
him, and the prophets had an-
nounced him. The festivities
and rituals of the Old Testament

pointed to his arrival and his mis-
sion. Christmas is the celebra-
tion of eternity being realized in
time, of heaven coming to earth,
of God becoming human, of the
Son of God becoming Jesus of
Nazareth, the Messiah.

This Jesus is the hope of all the
nations and Savior of the world.
He is living water to the thirsty
and bread from heaven for those
who are starving. He wields the
power of God in the church, in
the universe and throughout
eternity (Ephesians 1). He is our
refuge, our peace, the reason for
our hope.

Do you know him?

Thank you, Lord, for the
love you have shown in
the humble birth of Jesus,
our Savior. In him our
hope is renewed. In Christ
we praise you. Amen.




Luke 2:22-35

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2

JESUS, THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD

“My eyes have seen your salvation . . . a light for revelation to the
Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel.” —Luke 2:30, 32

The baby who was born in
the manger in Bethlehem, the
young man who grew up in
a carpentry shop in Nazareth,
and the man who died on the
cross in Jerusalem are one and
the same. This is Jesus, the light
of the world. Jesus is the sun of
justice and the bright morning
star. He is the light that illumi-
nates humanity—for humanity,
with all its wisdom, is cradled in
darkness. But Jesus says, ‘I am
the light of the world. Whoever
follows me will never walk in
darkness, but will have the light
of life” (John 8:12).

Without Jesus, people are still
held captive in the empire of
darkness. Even though they
may be refined by culture and
filled with a sense of intense re-
ligiosity, they are still held pris-
oners of deceit. But Jesus came
to liberate us from the realm
of night. He is the light of the

world, and those who follow
him do not walk in darkness;
rather, their life is like the light of
a new dawn that shines brighter
and brighter till it breaks forth
into a perfect day.

When Jesus, through his Spirit,
comes into your life, you are
transformed and you receive a
new heart, a new mind, a new
name, a new family, and a new
citizenship. You become a child
of the light, you live in the light,
and you walk safely and secure-
ly toward the light of heaven.

My Lord and my God,
you are the true light that
can illumine my soul.
Please dissipate every
cloud that has blurred
my vision and has held
me in darkness. In your
name, Amen.




John 6:32-51

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3

JESUS, THE BREAD OF LIFE

‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hun-
gry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.”

—John 6:35

Hunger is a harsh reality.
Millions of people go to bed
each night with their stomachs
growling. Millions of children,
with bloated abdomens and
ribs showing, compete with vul-
tures in landfills to get scraps of
food.

Starvation is cruel; it tortures
and Kkills. Victor Frankl, who
was a prisoner in a Nazi con-
centration camp, said the sub-
ject most talked about in prison
was not freedom but food.

But even more severe than
physical hunger is spiritual hun-
ger. Where can we find true
food for our souls?

Jesus is the bread of life! He
alone can satisfy our spiritual
cravings.

No religion, philosophy, or doc-
trine can do that. No work of
charity can satisfy your soul.
Only Jesus can fully satisfy.

Many people seek to satisfy the
soul with money, success, fame,
or pleasure, but there is a God-
shaped void in everyone’s soul
that can only be filled by Jesus
Christ.

Jesus is the bread that came
down from heaven. If you em-
brace Jesus by faith, you will dis-
cover that he fills the emptiness
within your life. You will be satis-
fied forever by the bread of life!

Have you asked the Lord for
your daily bread today, and
have you come to him for the
nourishment of your soul?

Heavenly Father, all
praise and worship be-
long to you, for you give
me the food | needed to
satisfy my spiritual hun-
ger. Only in Christ can |
find eternal satisfaction.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.




John 10:11-18

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4

JESUS, THE GOOD SHEPHERD

‘I am the good shepherd; | know my sheep and my sheep know

me . .. I lay down my life for the sheep.”

—John 10:14-15

Psalm 23, one of the best-
known passages of the Bible,
presents the Lord as the great
shepherd who cares for his
sheep—and Jesus declared that
he is that shepherd.

The preceding psalm, Psalm 22,
describes prophetically many
details of Jesus’ crucifixion. Jesus
connected his death to this
psalm as he cried out from the
cross, “My God, my God, why
have you forsaken me?” (Psalm
22:1; Mark 15:34). (See also
Psalm 22:7-18, 22-25.)

Jesus is the good and supreme
shepherd. He died in our place
so that we could have eternal
life with God.

As the good shepherd, he gives
us provision, direction, and fel-
lowship. He is the one who leads
us to green pastures and still wa-
ters. He is the one who guides us
in righteousness and walks with

us through dark times. He is the
one who gives us victory over
our enemies. (See Psalm 23.)

He promises to walk with us
here and to receive us when we
leave this life and go to live with
him (John 14:1-2).

As the supreme shepherd, Jesus
will return in majesty and glory,
and he will bring his glorious
kingdom to fill the whole earth
and make it new (Revelation
21:1-7).

Are you one of Jesus Christs
sheep? Do you hear his voice?
Are you ready to follow him?

Eternal God, I have relief,
peace, and security, know-
ing that you are my shep-
herd. Help me submit to
your will and rest entirely
in your care. In your name
[ pray. Amen.




John 10:1-10

MONDAY, DECEMBER 5

JESUS, THE GATE FOR THE SHEEP

Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the

sheep.”

—John 10:7

Jesus, the Son of God, said of
himself, “I am the gate; who-
ever enters through me will be
saved. They will come in and go
out, and find pasture.”

Jesus is the gate of salvation.
There is salvation in no other
name but in the name of Jesus
(Acts 4:12).

He is the way to God. “I am
the way and the truth and the
life,” he said. “No one comes to
the Father except through me”
(John 14:6).

Jesus is the only “mediator be-
tween God and human beings”
(1 Timothy 2:5).

He is the gate to heaven and
the door of liberation. Whoever
enters through this door is not
a prisoner, but finds true free-
dom. Jesus said, “If the Son sets
you free, you will be free in-
deed” (John 8:36).

There are doors that will lead
you into captivity, into prison,
into despair. Those doors lead
to all sorts of sin and eventually
to death.

But Jesus is the door through
which you can find abundant
provision and freedom.

When you enter through this
door, you will find green pas-
tures and a full, abundant, joy-
filled life. Jesus came to give you
abundant life. He is true life.

Right now you can experience
this eternal life. Superlative,
abundant, eternal life! Are you
ready to truly live?

O God, all the “free-
doms” we try outside of
Jesus turn into slavery.
Help us to find freedom
in Christ, in whose name
we pray. Amen.




Mark 4:35-5:20

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6

JESUS, OUR GREAT GOD AND SAVIOR

They were terrified and asked each other, “Who is this? Even the

wind and the waves obey him!”

—Mark 4:41

As the apostle Paul says, Jesus
is “our great God and Savior”
(Titus 2:13). He rules over all
the nations of the world; he di-
rects the course of history. He
has power in heaven, on earth,
and over hell.

Mark provides several examples
of this truth when he relates in
rapid succession four miracles
that Jesus, our great God and
Savior, performed.

Jesus calmed the sea, demon-
strating his power over nature.
He freed a man who was pos-
sessed by a legion of demons,
showing his authority over the
forces of evil. Jesus healed a
woman who had been bleed-
ing for twelve years, revealing
his power over sickness. Then
he brought a twelve-year-old
girl back to life, showing his
power over death. (See Mark
4:35-5:43)

Jesus has power over creation,
over the realms of darkness,
over illness, and over death.
“All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me,” he
said (Matthew 28:18).

For Jesus, every problem has a
solution. If you are desperate
and in the grip of problems that
are greater than your strength,
give them to Jesus right now.

He is mighty to forgive, save,
comfort, and console. You can
trust him. He is our great God
and Savior!

Almighty Lord, please

take in your mighty
hands every weight
that has caused pain

and suffering in my life.
Strengthen me to trust
you, for all power and
authority are in you. In
your name, Amen.




Matthew 11:1-19

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7

JESUS, FRIEND OF SINNERS

“The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Here
is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.”
But wisdom is proved right by her actions.” —Matthew 11:19

Jesus is the greatest expression
of Gods love for you and me.
God loves us and sent his only
Son into the world to give us
eternal life (John 3:16).

Jesus is full of compassion. He
became a friend of sinners
and ate with tax collectors,
who were seen as traitors and
thieves.

He visited the homes of people
rejected by society. He em-
braced children, touched lep-
ers, healed the sick, raised para-
lyzed people from their beds,
and gave sight to the blind.
Jesus fed the hungry and raised
the dead.

Jesus also has compassion and
concern for each one of us.

He knows your pain, sees your
tears, and listens to your cries.
He knows your past and sees
your future. He knows your
feelings and reads all your

thoughts. He knows your fears
and guides your dreams.

Come to Jesus and place your
life at his feet. He cares about
you, loves you, and died for
you. He was raised from the
dead for your justification, and
is now in heaven interceding for
you (Romans 4:25; 8:34).

One day he will return for you.
He wants to give you a happy
and abundant life, right now
and for eternity.

Beloved Father, even
when my heart was
marked by spiritual mis-
ery, you never stopped
loving me. [ thank you
because you welcomed
me with open arms
through the saving love
of Christ. Amen.




John 14:1-7

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8

THE WAY, THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE

Jesus answered, “l am the way and the truth and the life. No one

comes to the Father except through me.”

—John 14:6

The city of Jerusalem was
bustling with activity because
Passover had arrived and pil-
grims were flowing into the city.
The Jewish leaders were stirred
up and looking for a way to
arrest Jesus. This was the day
when blood, sweat, tears, and
cries of pain would flow from
Gethsemane. On this day the
betrayal of Judas and the denial
of Peter would be more painful
for Jesus than the spitting and
derision of the rulers. The disci-
ples” hearts were disturbed, but
Jesus urged them to trust in him
and to lift their eyes to behold
the glories of heaven.

In confusion and doubt,
Thomas said, “Lord, we don't
know where you are going, so
how can we know the way?”
But Jesus gently responded, “I
am the way and the truth and
the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me.”

Jesus is not simply one way
among many; he is the only
way. Jesus is not just a truth; he
is the only truth. Jesus is the life
that satisfies.

If you want to live with God,
Jesus is the way. If you want
to know the truth, Jesus is the
truth. If you want to experience
real life, Jesus is the life.

Come to Jesus today, and expe-
rience his fullness.

Lord God, many people
believe that all paths lead
to you because they are
surrounded by the teach-
ings and theories of to-
day’s world. But salvation
is found only in Jesus, the
way to find the truth and
eternal life. For his sake
and in his name we pray.
Amen.




1John 1:1-2:3

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9

JESUS, THE RIGHTEOUS ADVOCATE

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our

sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.

—1 John 1:9

The apostle John says, “My dear
children, [ write this to you
so that you will not sin. But if
anybody does sin, we have an
advocate with the Father—Jesus
Christ, the Righteous One.”

Jesus Christ is the advocate of
lost causes, and there are three
reasons for this.

The first reason is that he is just.
Because of his character, sin was
never a part of his nature, and
no malice ever came from his
lips.

The second reason is in the
methods he uses. As your ad-
vocate, Jesus not only comes
to be by your side but also to
serve in your place—to be your
replacement. Jesus did not come
to plead his innocence but to
take on your guilt. Jesus did
not come, like a human lawyer
would, to charge legal fees for
taking on your case. He came to

pay the price for your redemp-
tion—and he paid with his per-
fect life. Jesus Christ, as your ad-
vocate, can save you completely
because after he died for you,
he rose from the dead and is
now ruling at God’s right hand,
where he intercedes for you.

There is also a third reason: Jesus
is the advocate of lost causes be-
cause his work is effective. He
has never lost a case, and he
never will.

Lord God, holy and righ-
teous are your ways!
[ thank you because,
through Jesus, I have for-
giveness for everything
that separates me from
you. So I confess my sin,
in his name. Amen.




Acts 4:1-22

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10

JESUS, THE ONLY MEDIATOR

“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name given

under heaven by which we must be saved.”

—Acts 4:12

Is it possible for us as sinners
to have fellowship with a holy
God?

How can we, being just dust
and ashes, be reconciled with
the Creator of the universe?

How can we, sinful human be-
ings, have access to the throne
of God?

The Christian faith is not a
path open to us from earth
to heaven, but a path opened
by God from heaven to earth.
In Christ, God reconciled the
world to himself (2 Corinthians
5:19). There is only one media-
tor between God and human-
kind—and that mediator is Jesus
Christ (1 Timothy 2:5).

Jesus is the way, the truth, and
the life, and no one can go to
the Father except through him
(John 14:6). Jesus is the new
and living path that leads you
to God.

Jesus said, “I am the gate; who-
ever enters through me will be
saved. They will come in . . .
and find pasture” (John 10:9).

Jesus is the way to salvation,
to abundant provision, and to
liberation. He is the bridge that
connects you to God.

He is the ultimate high priest who
mediates between you and God.
No church, no religion, no sacred
rite, aside from Jesus Christ, can
reconcile you with God.

Christ is the only mediator.

Have you surrendered yourself
to him?

Dear God, deliver me
from the legalistic require-
ments | often set on my-
self. Help me surrender
totally to Christ as my
only Savior. Through him
[ pray. Amen.




John 4:1-26

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11

JESUS, THE WATER OF LIFE

“Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of

water welling up to eternal life.”

—John 4:14

Jesus was passing through a vil-
lage in Samaria. In the agenda
of heaven, he had an appoint-
ment with the woman he met
at the well there. She had had
five husbands. After going
through five divorces, she was
now living with a lover.

Jesus knew her background,
and he asked her for some
water from the well of Sychar.
She answered bluntly, “You are
a Jew and | am a Samaritan
woman. How can you ask me
for a drink?”

Jesus said to her, “If you knew
the gift of God and who it is
that asks you for a drink, you
would have asked him and he
would have given you living
water.” He went on, “Everyone
who drinks this water will be
thirsty again, but those who
drink the water I give them will
never thirst. Indeed, the water |
give them will become in them

a spring of water welling up to
eternal life.”

In this picture, physical water
symbolizes the material things
of this world that seem ap-
pealing but really don't satisfy.
We may sip it to the last drop,
but the thirst of our soul is not
quenched.

But Jesus fully satisfies. He is the
water of life. If you drink this
water, a fountain of eternal life
will flow within you. If you are
willing, come and drink, and
your soul will be quenched and
revived by his Spirit.

Dear Lord, may I always
drink from the water of
life. Keep me away from
spiritual pollution and its
temptations offered to
me every day. Only you
can fully satisfy my thirst.
In Christ, Amen.




John 1:1-14

MONDAY, DECEMBER 12

JESUS, THE WORD OF GOD

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We
have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came

from the Father, full of grace and truth.

—John 1:14

Jesus is the eternal, personal,
and divine Word of God. The
apostle John says, “In the be-
ginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the
Word was God.”

Jesus is the creative Word of
God. Through him God made
all things, and nothing that has
been made was made without
him. He is the life, and he alone
has the authority to give life.
He is the light of the world, the
true light that illuminates every
person. Jesus is the Word made
flesh who lived among us. Jesus
is God clothed in human skin.

In him, the eternal became
tangible in time, the divine be-
came human and came down
from heaven to earth. Jesus is
“full of grace and truth.” In him
the Father’s glory shines in all its
brilliance.

In Jesus dwells the fullness of
divinity. He himself said it: “My
sheep listen to my voice. . . . |
give them eternal life, and they
shall never perish; no one will
snatch them out of my hand.
My Father, who has given them
to me, is greater than all; no
one can snatch them out of my
Father’s hand. | and the Father
are one” (John 10:27-30).

Jesus came to reveal God. He
is the exact expression of God
(Hebrews 1:3). Jesus is God
among us; he is God for us and
“God with us” (Matthew 1:23).

Father God, Jesus is the
most beautiful statement
of your love for lost peo-
ple. Taking on our flesh,
he identified with us and
shared our pain. Thank
you, Jesus. Amen.




Matthew 11:28-30

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13

JESUS, THE TRUE REFUGE

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and | will

give you rest.”

—Matthew 11:28

Life is not a summer camp but
a battlefield full of struggles.

In this long and hard journey,
you may be distressed and
tired. Maybe you are groaning
under the weight of a virtual
steamroller of anguish, and you
just do not know what to do.

Jesus says, “Do not despair;
come to me.”

He is your refuge, and he invites
you to a refreshing time of trust
and fellowship.

He can relieve you of that heavy
burden, remove grief from your
heart, and heal your wounds.

He invites you to share a per-
sonal experience: “Come to me,
all you who are weary and bur-
dened, and [ will give you rest.”

Jesus” command is for you:
“Take my yoke upon you and
learn from me.” To do this re-

quires a commitment to submit
and learn.

Jesus even repeats his promise
to you: not only does he say, “I
will give you rest,” but he also
says, “You will find rest” for
your soul.

Do not walk hunched over un-
der the weight of despair. Turn
to Jesus, because he has the
power to relieve you of your
burdens and carry you in his
omnipotent arms.

Always remember that the Son
of God is our only true refuge.

Lord God, I need to be
healed by you. I admit
that | have looked for
other ways to satisfy
my heart, but without
success. Only you are
the true refuge. In your
name, Amen.




Philippians 2:1-11

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14

JESUS, LORD OF LORDS

At the name of Jesus every knee should bow . . . and every tongue
acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the

Father.

—Philippians 2:10-11

Jesus is the name above every
name. He is King of kings and
Lord of lords.

Because “he humbled him-
self by becoming obedient to
death—even death on a cross,”
God the Father highly exalted
him and gave him the greatest
of all names. Before him every
knee shall bow, in heaven, on
earth, and under the earth.

Jesus holds the reins of history in
his hands. He rules the nations.
He raises kings and dethrones
them. He raises kingdoms and
destroys them. Angels, human
beings, and demons bow at his
feet.

The kings and their servants, the
thinkers and the ignorant, the
religious and the atheists—all
bow before him.

That baby lying in the man-
ger was destined to inherit the
throne of David—even more, to

be raised up to the throne above
all thrones and to reign absolute
over the entire universe.

Because he is the King of all
kings, we must bow at his feet
and give him the glory due his
name.

Because he is the Lord of all
lords, we must be faithful ser-
vants, submissive and obedient
to his orders.

Because he is the everlasting
Lord who saves us and gives us
eternal life, we praise his name
forever!

Sovereign God, the lord-
ship of Christ leads me
to bow gladly before him
and feeds my hope that
he will always be with
me. In his name | thank
you. Amen.




John 1:29-36

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15

JESUS, THE LAMB OF GOD

John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of

God, who takes away the sin of the world!”

—John 1:29

Jesus is the Lamb of God.

That is why he was not born
in a palace but in a stable. He
was not placed in a golden cra-
dle but in a feedbox lined with
straw. He was not born to live in
luxury but to suffer and die on a
cross in your place and mine.

In the Old Testament, on the
night of deliverance from slav-
ery in Egypt, each Israelite fam-
ily was directed to kill a flawless
lamb and to sprinkle its blood
on the doorposts of their house.
On that fateful night, the plague
of death took the life of the first-
born son in every household,
but it passed over the homes that
were protected by the blood
of the lamb. The Israelites were
saved from certain death not by
their works but by the blood of
the lamb. (See Exodus 12.)

Jesus is our Passover Lamb, the
substitute lamb, the Lamb of

God who takes away the sin of
the world.

He died in our place. By his
death we receive life, and by his
blood we are forgiven and ac-
cepted as righteous before God
the Father.

There is no way we can make
our own sins disappear. But
the blood of Jesus, the Lamb
of God, purifies us from all our
transgressions and opens for
each one of us a new and living
way to God.

May you always be
praised, my God and
Savior, for in Christ, the
Lamb, my debt is can-
celed and the forgiveness
of my sins is absolute. In
Jesus’ name, Amen.




Isaiah 9:1-7

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16

JESUS, THE EVERLASTING FATHER

1o us a child is born, to us a son is given . . . . And he will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of

Peace.

—Isaiah 9:6

Jesus, the second person of the
Trinity, existed long before he
was born on this earth. As God,
he does not have a beginning;
he is the source of all things.

Before the world existed, he
lived in eternal glory and had
perfect communion with the
Father and the Holy Spirit.
He was the Word that was with
God in the beginning (John
1:1-2). He was coequal, co-
eternal, and consubstantial with
God.

He was not created; he is one
with the Creator. “Through him
all things were made,” and noth-
ing that was made was made
without him (John 1:3).

The universe was in God’s
mind before the foundations of
the earth were laid. The starry
worlds were created by him.
He measured the waters of the
seas in the hollow of his hand

and weighed the dust of the
earth on his precision scale. He
called by name each and every
one of the stars in the heavens,
and none of them is lacking in
splendor. He brought into exis-
tence the things that did not ex-
ist and created everything from
nothing, for his glory and our
enjoyment.

As our provider and protec-
tor, the Son born to us is called
Everlasting Father; he loves us
and came to save us!

Lord and God, I extend
to you all my praise and
worship for the security
[ enjoy in the person of
your Son, Jesus Christ,
Savior and Everlasting
Father. Through him I
offer you all honor and
glory. Amen.




John 14:15-27

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17

JESUS, THE PRINCE OF PEACE

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you
as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not

be afraid.”

—John 14:27

The world is marked by sorrow,
drenched in blood, wounded by
war, and sickened by hatred.

Wars  become increasingly
bloody and people increas-
ingly violent. There are wars be-
tween nations and wars within
families. There are tribal wars
and religious wars. We are in
constant conflict.

Our hearts are often battle-
fields. We raise monuments
to peace and build more and
more weapons of destruction.
We speak of peace, but we
spend more on war. We say
that love is the oxygen of life,
but we breathe hatred.

In a world marked by violence
and conflict in the clutches of
sin, Jesus presents himself as the
Prince of Peace.

He came not just to talk about
peace; he is peace. He came
to make peace with his blood

on the cross. He gives us peace
with God, because he forgives
our sins. He gives us the peace
of God, because he relieves the
anxiety in our hearts.

He gives us inner peace be-
cause wherever Jesus reigns, joy
triumphs over sorrow, love pre-
vails over heartache, and hope
raises its flag where despair
once reigned.

Is your heart filled with the
Prince of Peace?

Father, there are many
feelings in my heart that
have taken away my joy
and brought me nothing
but loss. [ ask that Christ’s
peace may fill me. In
Jesus” name, Amen.




John 3:1-21

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18

JESUS, THE SAVIOR OF THE WORLD

“God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”

—John 3:16

Popular thinking says that every
religion is good and every path
leads to God. Many people rely
on the religion of their choice
for salvation. Others pin their
hopes on their works. People
tend to believe that if you are
sincere, God will find a way to
your heart in the final day. The
Bible says, however, “There is
a way that appears to be right,
but in the end it leads to death”
(Proverbs 16:25).

Actually, there is only one
way to reach God, and that is
through Jesus Christ. There is
only one gate into heaven: Jesus
Christ. There is only one me-
diator between God and man:
Jesus Christ.

Our text today is one of the
most familiar and beloved in
all of Scripture. At the heart of
John 3:16 is the amazing an-
nouncement “God gave . . .."
Our God is a giving God. He

gave for us what the Father had
only one of—his Son. His unique
Son “perished” on Calvary so
we might have life. Jesus is the
only advocate who can defend
your cause before the throne of
God. He is the only Savior of
the world.

The “one and only” is capable
of giving eternal life. He can
provide bread for your spiritual
hunger and living water to sat-
isfy your spiritual thirst. He of-
fers light to illuminate your way,
peace to end your conflicts, and
hope to end your despair.

O God, your Word says
there is no other name
under heaven by which
we must be saved. Jesus
is, therefore, our only
hope. May we all put our
hope in him. Amen.




John 8:12-20

MONDAY, DECEMBER 19

JESUS, THE SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS

Jesus . . . said, “l am the light of the world. Whoever follows me
will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”

—John 8:12

It was night in Bethlehem when
Jesus, the Sun of Righteousness,
was born. The world lived in
darkness and yielded to sin,
but when Jesus was born, the
light that enlightens everyone
beat back the darkness—so
that all who were prisoners of
sin could be liberated, justified,
and guided in the paths of righ-
teousness.

Where the sun shines, the dark-
ness withdraws.

The sun brings light and heat.
The sun provides energy and
healing.

Jesus Christ is a sun and shield.
He gives grace and glory. Jesus
illuminates, warms, and purifies.

Christmas is a holiday full of
light, for the baby born in
Bethlehem is the bright morn-
ing star. Christmas is a celebra-
tion of salvation, because Jesus
Christ is the sun of justice

and righteousness. The Old
Testament prophet Malachi an-
nounced that “the sun of righ-
teousness will rise with healing
in its rays” (Malachi 4:2).

Jesus brings glorious and blessed
salvation. When Jesus was born,
there was light at midnight;
when the Son of God died,
there was darkness at noon
(Mark 15:33). When the sun
of justice enters your life with
its shining rays, the darkness of
your night is dispelled and you
become a child of light.

[llumine my soul, O
Lord, with the light of
your wonderful splen-
dor, so that I may lead
a life that honors you. In
Christ. Amen.




Colossians 2:6-12

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 20

JESUS, THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH

In Christ you have been brought to fullness. He is the head over

every power and authority.

—Colossians 2:10

The church is one body, and
Jesus is the head of that body.
Because Jesus “humbled him-
self by becoming obedient to
death on a cross” to redeem his
church, the Father “exalted him
to the highest place and gave
him the name that is above ev-
ery name” (Philippians 2:8-9).
God also placed him above all
spiritual authorities and strong-
holds as head of the church.

Jesus is the Savior of the church
and its source of life. He came
not to rule it with tyranny but
to serve it with humility. He is
the foundation, the builder, the
owner, and the protector of the
church.

Jesus loves the church with an
everlasting, persevering, sacrifi-
cial, and sanctifying love.

And in his strength the church
is preparing to present herself
to him as a pure, holy, and

glorious bride (Ephesians 5:27;
Revelation 21:2).

Are you a part of this body, of
which Christ is the head? If you
believe in Christ, you are ines-
capably a member of his church.
Don't belittle the wonder of
your membership. There are
those who dismiss the church
as a relic of past history. They
think new forms of spirituality
have made the church of Christ
obsolete. Don't believe it! The
church is Christ’s body on earth
today—his hands and feet to a
world in need.

Holy God, [ belong
wholly to you, in body
and soul. What a comfort
to know that Christ loves
and protects me. Help
me to serve as part of his
body. Amen.




Revelation 22:12-21

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21

JESUS, THE ALPHA AND THE OMEGA

‘I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the

Beginning and the End.”

—Revelation 22:13

In the final verses of the Bible,
Jesus describes himself as the
Alpha and the Omega, the
Beginning and the End. He
promises that he is coming
soon, and he offers eternal life
for all who wish to take the free
gift of the water of life.

Jesus was present at the be-
ginning of creation. He is the
Alpha, the beginning. As part
of the triune God, he brought
into existence the universe with
its billions of galaxies filled with
stars. Our Lord is the creator
of all things visible and invisible;
in him and through him and
for him all things were made
(Colossians 1:16). He is the
Alpha, the origin and source of
all things.

For him all things converge in
the universe.

He is at the core of God's divine
decrees. He is the center in all

of creation and redemption. He
is the pivot of history itself.

But Jesus is not just the first
Word. He is the last. He is the
Omega, the consummation and
end of all things.

When the curtain falls on cos-
mic history, Jesus will be there
full of glory as the Omega, the
end of all things.

From everlasting to everlasting
he is God himself, clothed with
glory and majesty!

Do you know this Jesus who is
the First and the Last?

Because Jesus is in control
of my history, Almighty
God, I know that he
guides my life. Help me
to celebrate your good-
ness, Lord. Turn my ad-
versities into victories,
for Jesus’ sake. Amen.




Mark 1:16-22

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 22

JESUS, THE TEACHER OF TEACHERS

The people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught them
as one who had authority, not as the teachers of the law.

—Mark 1:22

Jesus told his disciples: “You call
me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord, and
rightly so, for that is what | am”
(John 13:13). Jesus was called
teacher by his followers and also
by his enemies. History is full of
teachers who have filled libraries
with their scholarship, but none
of them transformed history as
Jesus did.

He taught not only by his
words but also by his actions.
His teachings themselves were
manifestations of power. Both
in the way he taught and by the
words he taught, he transcend-
ed any teacher before him
(John 7:46). Listening to him,
the crowds glimpsed that he
was not just human, but divine!

Jesus” words brought light to the
mind and delight to the heart.
He addressed the questions of
the soul, salvation, and eternity.

Jesus was not only the greatest
of all teachers but also the great-
est of all examples. Before con-
demning him to death, Pilate
confessed that he found no
crime in him (John 19:6). Jesus’
life serves as a reference to his
teachings.

Today, in a world exploding
with media options, there are
more voices than ever offering
to teach us about life. Are you
listening to the one Teacher who
makes a difference for eternity?

Lord, I want to reflect
your holy Word in my
attitudes and charac-
ter, as you have done. |
want more than to have
knowledge about you; |
want to know you and
walk with you. In your
name, Amen.




1 Corinthians 15:3-20

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 23

JESUS, OUR HOPE

If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied
more than all others. But Christ has indeed been raised from the

dead . . ..

—1 Corinthians 15:19-20

The hope of millions of people
is dead, crushed by despair.
Their eyes are swollen from all
the crying. They are wounded
by life’s setbacks.

People live in this world with-
out hope and without God.
They run after one religion or
another and only reap disap-
pointment. They run to the
banquets of sin and come out
feeling even more frustrated.

Eager to find meaning in life,
many run to the fountains of
adventures and avidly drink
from the cups of worldly plea-
sures, but they feel even more
miserable than before.

Against this gray backdrop of
despair, Jesus presents himself
as our hope.

He is our hope because he died
in order to save us. He is our
hope because he rose to new
life to sanctify us. He is our

hope because he will come
back for us to glorify us. Jesus
can be the perennial reason for
your joy and the secure anchor
for your hope.

Already in the Old Testament
[saiah prophesied, “Those who
hope in the Lorp will renew
their strength. They will soar on
wings like eagles; they will run
and not grow weary, they will
walk and not be faint” (Isaiah
40:31).

May your spirit soar today on
the wings of Christs love and
grace.

Gracious God, there is no
situation that can kill my
hope in Christ, not even
death. For in him there is
life in all circumstances.
Through him I give you
praise. Amen.




Matthew 3

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24

JESUS, THE SON OF GOD

A voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom [ love; with

him [ am well pleased.”

—Matthew 3:17

Mary was a poor young woman,
engaged to be married to a poor
man, living in the impoverished
city of Nazareth. One day, the
angel Gabriel announced to her
that she would be the Savior’s
mother. The Holy Spirit would
descend upon her, and Mary
would be the mother of the
Son of God (Luke 1:26-38).

At Christmas we celebrate the
birth of Christ. But Jesus did not
stop being God to become a
human being. That baby born
in Bethlehem and placed in a
humble manger full of straw
was the Son of the Most High.

Jesus is the Son of God be-
cause he is one with the Father.
Whoever knows and loves Jesus
knows and loves the Father,
because Jesus is the expressed
image of God.

But Jesus is also Mary’s Son.
The “becoming flesh” (incarna-

tion) of the Son of God is a glo-
rious mystery. He who cannot
be contained by the confines
of the heavens emptied himself
and became a baby wrapped in
cloths and lovingly placed in a
manger.

Why this amazing gift at
Christmas? Jesus, the God-Man,
came to build a bridge between
heaven and earth. Jesus is the
mediator between God and his
fallen creation.

He’s also the bridge between
God and you. Do you know
this Jesus?

Dear God, as Christmas
nears, | confess my belief
in Jesus Christ, your only
Son. [ believe that Jesus is
the only way [ can come
to you. In his name I
pray. Amen.




Matthew 1:18-25

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25

JESUS, IMMANUEL

“The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will
call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”).

—Matthew 1:23

Today is Christmas. Jesus came
to earth as Immanuel—"God
with us.” Jesus is God among
humankind; he is God dressed
in human skin; he is God “pitch-
ing his tent” among us, as John
1:14 literally states!

Sin separated us from God, but
God took the initiative to come
to us. In the tabernacle set up
in the wilderness, God dwelled
among his people. In the tem-
ple of Jerusalem, the presence
of God filled the Most Holy
Place. But in the fullness of time
(Galatians 4:4), God “became
flesh and made his dwelling
among us” (John 1:14). The
eternal entered into time. The
divine became human.

The infinite God became a fi-
nite infant and was placed in
a manger. He who cannot be
contained by the confines of
the heavens became a child

who would need to grow in
wisdom and stature and grace.

Those little words “with us”
define the incredible comfort
we receive this Christmas Day.
This Christmas may find you
far from home, or perhaps en-
during the first Christmas after
losing a loved one. It may seem
that the only way to describe
your life right now is “lonely”!

Don't believe it!  Christmas
is here to assure you that, in
Christ, God is beside you now
and always! He is the “with us”
God!

Lord, thank you for being
Immanuel—“God  with
us”! May we celebrate
your birth with true joy,
knowing that you came
to save and sustain us.
Come into our hearts to-
day, Lord Jesus! Amen.




Luke 2:22-35; 1 Peter 2:4-10

MONDAY, DECEMBER 26

JESUS, THE CORNERSTONE

“This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in
Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, so that the

thoughts of many hearts will be revealed.”

—Luke 2:34-35

Shortly after Jesus” birth, his
earthly parents brought him to
the temple to fulfill the Jewish
rites of purification. There they
met aged Simeon, who prophe-
sied that this baby would “cause
the rising and falling of many in
[srael.”

The image behind Simeon’s
words is of a rock over which
someone might trip. It's odd to
think that Jesus causes some
people serious problems. But
it’s true!

After all, Jesus is “the living
Stone—rejected by human be-
ings but chosen by God and pre-
cious to him.” As that precious
stone, Jesus is the cornerstone
that gives strength and stability
to his church. Those who trust
in him become living stones in
this amazing, living temple of
his presence on earth.

But not all people embrace
Jesus as that foundation stone.
For some, he becomes the stone
rejected—the one who causes
the “falling” of those who turn
their back on his grace.

Those who turn away from
Christ might think there are
other foundations on which to
build a life. They are wrong.
Building on any other founda-
tion is like building on sand and
heading for sure disaster (see
Matthew 7:24-27).

Jesus alone is the Rock of ages.

Blessed Father, since the
birth of Jesus, he has been
both loved and hated.
May my life be built on
your solid foundation. I
receive him in faith and
submission. In his name [
pray. Amen.




Mark 1:21-34

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 27

JESUS, THE PHYSICIAN OF PHYSICIANS

Jesus healed many who had various diseases. He also drove out

many demons . . . .

—Mark 1:34

Jesus healed all kinds of sickness
and disease. He went about do-
ing good, offering relief to the
weary, peace to the afflicted,
liberty to captives, and healing
to the sick.

He cleansed the lepers, gave
sight to the blind, hearing to the
deaf, and speech to the mute.
He lifted the lame and raised
the dead.

He healed diseases of the body
and tended the emotions of
people that were crushed by
life’s tragedies. He healed the
wounds of the body and lanced
the abscesses of the soul.

Jesus wiped the tears of those
who were sad, straightened
up the downcast, and brought
hope to those who lay in the pit
of despair.

As the supreme physician, Jesus
can cure the diseases that rav-
age your body and forgive the

sins that torment your soul. He
can stop your tears, heal your
wounds, and restore your good
fortune.

For him, there is no lost cause
or nothing too difficult.

He can do whatever he wants,
and everything he wants is good.

He is the God of the impossi-
ble, the Lord of lost causes, the
foundation of our hope.

Has he healed your spirit and
restored your soul? (See Psalm
23:3) Ask him for healing to-
day!

Lord, nothing is impos-
sible with you. You can
heal all our diseases, if
that is your will. But,
most of all, Lord, heal
our souls. May we trust
in your power and rest
in your strength. In your
name, Amen.




John 11:1-44

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 28

JESUS, THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE

Jesus said to her, “l am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who
believes in me will live, even though they die . . . .”

—John 11:25

As the author of life and the
Lord of history, Jesus came
down to earth, entered his-
tory, and became flesh to dwell
among humankind.

He who was born in a stable
and worked in a carpentry shop
came to die on a cross, for our
sins, to give us eternal life.

But death could not stop him.

By laying down his own life, only
to take it up again (John 10:18),
he triumphed over death when
he rose from the dead.

Jesus took away the sting of
death and opened the tomb
from the inside out, presenting
us the only path to eternal life.

He rose from the dead as “the
firstfruits of those who have
fallen asleep” (1 Corinthians
15:20). He was first in line, and
we will follow in his footsteps.

Now death no longer has the
last word for us. Whoever be-
lieves in Jesus Christ, the Son of
God, will never die, because he
is the resurrection and the life.

When Jesus returns in glory
and majesty, the dead in Christ
will rise with glorified bodies,
and those who are alive will be
transformed and caught up to
meet the Lord in the air (1 Cor-
inthians 15:51-57; 1 Thessa-
lonians 4:17). Though we may
not fully understand, we can
trust that our Lord will fulfill all
these promises in his time.

Holy God, we know that
death is not the end of
our existence. In Jesus
there are eternal delights
prepared for all who love
you. May you always be
praised. In Christ, Amen.




Isaiah 53:1-6

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29

JESUS, OUR PEACE

The punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his

wounds we are healed.

—Isaiah 53:5

World history is the history of
wars; wars of kingdoms against
kingdoms and nations against
nations. People live in constant
conflict—almost as walking war
machines. We live in conflict
with God, with others, and with
ourselves.

In this violent world, where
quite often our foes can be
found in our own homes, Jesus
is presented as our peace.

But peace in Jesus is not mea-
sured by the absence of conflict
or struggle in our lives or in the
world around us. Peace is not
just a serene feeling or even a
pleasant condition.

Our peace is a person; our
peace is Jesus Christ. Jesus made
the peace, offers the peace, and
is the peace. At the heart of
this amazing peace-making, as
Isaiah tells us, is the love that
took upon himself the terrible
brokenness of our world!

Through Jesus we have peace
with God and we have the
peace of God. Peace with God
has to do with our right rela-
tionship with God (Romans
5). The peace of God has to
do with our hearts and minds
being filled with assurance,
hope, and contentment in Jesus
(Philippians 4:7).

Jesus is the Prince of peace, the
ruler of the kingdom of peace,
and his subjects are peacemak-
ers. Jesus is the only one who
can calm the tempests of the
soul, quiet the churning waves
of the heart, and lead us safely
to divine peace.

Lord, help me to know
your peace and to lead
lost people to you, the
source of life and peace.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.




Colossians 1:15-23

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 30

JESUS, FIRSTBORN OF CREATION

The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all

creation.

—Colossians 1:15

The vast, unfathomable uni-
verse, which is more than ten
billion light years in diameter,
with billions of galaxies, did not
arise by itself or by accident.

It was designed and created by
the one true God.

Scientists tell us that earth is
a remarkable planet—with all
the components that make this
place an environment in which
we humans can survive.

Did all that happen by chance?

We would need more faith to
believe in the chance of sponta-
neous generation than the faith
to believe that the Lord of the
universe is the creator of all.

Jesus is called the firstborn over
all creation not because he
was the first to be created, as
Arius of Alexandria thought,
but because he is the source of
creation. He brought into exis-

tence what did not exist before.
From nothing, our Lord created
everything.

Everything was made through
him, and “without him noth-
ing was made” (John 1:3). “In
him all things were created . . .
visible and invisible.” He is the
creator and sustainer of the
universe. “In him all things hold
together.”

And yet, this creator loves you
and me.

What a marvelous God we wor-
ship! What a gracious Savior we
praise!

Eternal God, thank
you that Jesus Christ is
the center of all things.
Ultimate power is in his
hands. Leaning on him, |
have refuge and strength.
His is the dominion for-
ever and ever. Amen.




John 1:1-14

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31

JESUS, NAME ABOVE ALL NAMES

To all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he

gave the right to become children of God.

—John 1:12

Christmas tells the story of the
birth of the greatest person who
ever lived. That baby, born in
Bethlehem, grew up in Nazareth
and died in Jerusalem.

But that wasn't the end.

He rose again, returned to
heaven, and is now ruling at
God’s right hand. His name is
Jesus Christ.

After his humiliation and death
on the cross, he was exalted
“above every name, that at
the name of Jesus every knee
should bow, in heaven and
on earth and under the earth”
(Philippians 2:9-10). All angels,
demons, and human beings
must bow to his glory.

Jesus is the King of kings and
the Lord of lords. He sits on
the throne of the universe and
holds the reins of history in his
hands.

He triumphed over the devil
and his hosts and holds the keys
of death and hell.

Before him, kings and servants,
serfs and masters, powerful and
meek need to bow down and
recognize that he is Lord.

Jesus has all the authority and
power in heaven and on earth.
His power is irresistible, his king-
dom is eternal, and his glory is
incomparable.

To him be all glory forever and
ever!

Lord, as this year ends,
may [ bow down and
worship the King of
kings and the Lord of
lords. Jesus, name above
all names, thank you for
saving me. In your name
[ pray. Amen.
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