
Tips and Tricks of the Trade
Helpful Hints for Studying the Bible



Introduction

•Why do we need teaching on studying the Bible?

•You can do things wrong…







•Remember: Authorial Intent



•Remember
•Historical Background (why a book is written)
•Literary Context (why a passage is written)
•Grammar (what the text says)
•Word Study (what the text says)



•Remember to put it all together 
•What does this say?
•Why does it say it?
•So what?



•Not merely that we can do things wrong…but 
how to do things right and better.

•Bible is inspired…every word perfect.



•Caught Rather than Taught

•2 tips



Tip 1: Fitting Things Together
Some thinking on Grammar



•Grammar can sound scary

•2 Questions:
•What connects with what? 
•How do they relate together?



Eph 5:18-21

And do not get drunk with wine, for that is 
dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit,

speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing and making melody with 
your heart to the Lord;

always giving thanks for all things in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father;

and being subject to one another in the fear of 
Christ.



Romans 12:9-13

Let love be without hypocrisy—by abhorring what is 
evil, clinging to what is good, being devoted to one 
another in brotherly love, giving preference to one 
another in honor, not lagging behind in diligence, 
being fervent in spirit, serving the Lord, rejoicing in 
hope, persevering in affliction, being devoted to 
prayer,  contributing to the needs of the saints, 
pursuing hospitality.



1 Peter 1:13-15

Therefore, having girded your minds for action, 
being sober in spirit, fix your hope completely on 
the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of 
Jesus Christ.

As obedient children, not being conformed to the 
former lusts which were yours in your ignorance,

but like the Holy One who called you, be holy 
yourselves also in all your conduct;



•As you read…
•What connects with what? 
•How do they relate together?

•Helps you understanding
•Point and argument
•Practical application 



Tip 2: Frequently Used Words
Some thinking on Word Study



•Repeated words can help stitch things together
•Play on words
•Picking up on a theme



1 Peter 2-3

Verses 17-18

Honor all people, love the brethren, fear God, 
honor the king.

Servants, be subject to your masters with all fear, 
not only to those who are good and considerate, 
but also to those who are crooked.



1 Pet 3:1, 6

In the same way, you wives, be subject to your 
own husbands so that even if any of them are 
disobedient to the word, they may be won 
without a word by the conduct of their wives,

as they observe your pure conduct with fear.

just as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord. 
You have become her children if you do good, NOT

FEARING ANY INTIMIDATION.



But even if you should suffer for the sake of 
righteousness, you are blessed. AND DO NOT FEAR

THEIR FEAR, and do not be troubled,

but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always 
being ready to make a defense to everyone who 
asks you to give an account for the hope that is in 
you, yet with gentleness and fear,



Leviticus 25:42 

“For they are My slaves whom I brought out from 
the land of Egypt; they shall not be sold in a slave
sale.



2 Chronicles 12:8

But they will become his slaves so that they may 
know the difference between My slavery and the 
slavery of the kingdoms of the countries



Luke 16:4-9

I know what I shall do, so that when I am 
removed from the stewardship people will take 
me into their homes.’

And he summoned each one of his master’s 
debtors, and he began saying to the first, ‘How 
much do you owe my master?’

And he said, ‘One hundred baths of oil.’ And he 
said to him, ‘Take your bill, and sit down quickly 
and write fifty.’



Then he said to another, ‘And how much do you 
owe?’ And he said, ‘One hundred kors of wheat.’ 
He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and write eighty.’

And his master praised the unrighteous steward 
because he had acted shrewdly, for the sons of 
this age are more shrewd in relation to their own 
kind than the sons of light.

And I say to you, make friends for yourselves from 
the wealth of unrighteousness, so that when it 
fails, they will take you into the eternal dwellings.



•Frequently Used Words in Books
Not just used a lot…used in strategic passages 

in the book

Maybe we sometimes will end up working 
backwards (from the climax backwards)



John 19:30

Therefore when Jesus had received the sour wine, 
He said, “It is finished!” And bowing His head, He 
gave up His spirit.

John 4:34

Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of 
Him who sent Me and to finish His work.



John 5:36

But the witness I have is greater than the witness 
of John; for the works which the Father has given 
Me to finish—the very works that I do—bear 
witness about Me, that the Father has sent Me.

John 17:4

I glorified You on the earth, having finished the 
work which You have given Me to do.



John 19:28

After this, Jesus, knowing that all things had 
already been finished, in order to finish the 
Scripture, said, “I am thirsty.”



Romans 2:17

But if you bear the name “Jew” and rely upon the 
Law and boast in God,

Romans 2:23

You who boast in the Law, through your 
transgression of the Law, do you dishonor God?



Romans 3:27

Where then is boasting? It is excluded. By what 
kind of law? Of works? No, but by a law of faith.

Romans 4:2

For if Abraham was justified by works, he has 
something to boast about—but not before God!



Romans 5:2

through whom also we have obtained our 
introduction by faith into this grace in which we 
stand; and we boast in hope of the glory of God.

Romans 5:3

And not only this, but we also boast in our 
afflictions, knowing that affliction brings about 
perseverance;



Romans 5:11

And not only this, but we also boast in God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we 
have now received the reconciliation.



2 Pet 1:9

For in whom these things are not present, that 
one is blind, being nearsighted, having 1forgotten 
the purification from his former sins.

NOTE: Or escaped their notice, cf. 2 Pet 3:5, 8



2 Pet 3:5

For when they maintain this, it escapes their 
notice that by the word of God the heavens 
existed long ago and the earth was formed out of 
water and by water,

V. 8

But do not let this one fact escape your notice, 
beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a 
thousand years, and a thousand years like one 
day.



Esther – “reached”

Esther 2:12 Now when it reached the turn of each
young lady to go in to King Ahasuerus, 

Esther 2:15 Now when it reached the turn of 
Esther, the daughter of Abihail the uncle of 
Mordecai who had taken her as his daughter, to 
go in to the king, 



Esther 4:3 Now in each and every province where
the word and law of the king reached, there was 
great mourning among the Jews, 

Esther 4:14 For if you remain silent at this time, 
relief and deliverance will arise for the Jews from 
another place, and you and your father’s house
will perish. And who knows whether you have not 
reached royalty for such a time as this?



Esther 5:2 Now it happened that when the king
saw Esther the queen standing in the court, she 
advanced in favor in his eyes; and the king
extended to Esther the golden scepter which was 
in his hand. So Esther came near and reached out
and touched the top of the scepter.

Esther 6:14 While they were still speaking with 
him, the king’s eunuchs reached Haman’s home
and hastily brought Haman to the feast which
Esther had prepared.



Esther 8:17 And in each and every province and in 
each and every city, wherever the king’s word and 
his law reached, there was gladness and joy for 
the Jews, 

Esther 9:26 Therefore they called these days
Purim after the name of Pur. Therefore, because
of the words in this letter, both what they had 
seen in this regard and what had reached them,



Putting it together
Seeing the Fit of a Passage with the Frequent 
Words 



Ps 62

Surely my soul waits in silence for God;

From Him is my salvation.

Surely He is my rock and my salvation,

My stronghold; I shall not be greatly shaken.

How long will you assail a man,

That you may murder him, all of you,

Like a leaning wall, like a fence thrust down?

Surely they have counseled to thrust him down 
from his high position…



Surely wait in silence for God, O my soul, For my 
hope is from Him.

Surely He is my rock and my salvation, My 
stronghold; I shall not be shaken.

On God my salvation and my glory rest; The rock 
of my strength, my refuge is in God. Trust in Him 
at all times, O people; Pour out your heart before 
Him; God is a refuge for us. Selah.

Surely men of low degree are merely vanity and 
men of rank are a lie…



Ps 62:9-10

Surely men of low degree are merely vanity and 
men of rank are a lie;

In the balances they go up;

They are together lighter than a breath of vanity.

Do not trust in oppression

And do not put vain hope in robbery;

If riches increase, do not set your heart upon 
them



Phil 2:1-5

Therefore if there is any 
encouragement in Christ, if there is 
any consolation of love, if there is 
any fellowship of the Spirit, if any 
affection and compassion, fulfill my 
joy, that you think the same way, 

The 
motivation 
behind 
unity

The 
command 
for unity



by maintaining the same love, being 
united in spirit, thinking on one 
purpose, doing nothing from selfish 
ambition or vain glory, but with 
humility of mind regarding one 
another as more important than 
yourselves, not merely looking out for 
your own personal interests, but also 
for the interests of others.

The 
means of 
unity



Phil 2:5

Have this way of thinking in 
yourselves which was also in 
Christ Jesus,

Phil 2:2b
that you think the same 
way…thinking on one 
purpose

The 
model of 
humility 
that 
drives 
unity



Conclusion

•When we read
•What does the author mean by this in 
context?
•How do these phrases fit together?
• Is there any words used frequently that bring 
out a theme, contrast, or word play?
•A lot to learn from just contemplating those 
things…


