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“In mid-September, you revealed to the entire nation how thoroughly 
rebellious against God you are when you sponsored billboards across 
America promoting the slaughter of children, whom He creates in the 
womb (Psalm 139:13–16; Isaiah 45:9–12). You further compounded 

the wickedness of that murderous campaign with a reprehensible act 
of gross blasphemy, quoting the very words of Jesus from Mark 

12:31 as if you could somehow twist His meaning and arrogate His 
name in favor of butchering unborn infants. You used the name and 
the words of Christ to promote the credo of Molech (Leviticus 20:1–

5). It would be hard to imagine a greater sacrilege.”

—John MacArthur, “An Open Letter to Governor Newsom,” September 28, 2022



A. What love means.

• The love of God refers to His self-giving affection toward those He 
has made in His image.

• God’s love is a particular expression of His goodness, wherein He not 
only determines to act on behalf of His creatures’ well-being, but He 
does so by giving of Himself.

• He determines to love not by the worthiness of the thing loved, but by 
the determination of His own will. 

• In sum, God’s love is His disposition to communicate—at His own 
cost—His own blessedness to those whom He has determined to love.

I. Definition of Divine “Love”



“His love is best described as an affection, a 
love that arises inwardly and extends 

outward. His love is not a passion, as if 
something causes God to love. His love to 

others is caused by himself.”

—Mark Jones, God Is, 127



1) God’s love is an active love—one that manifests itself in actions 
taken on behalf of the beloved (e.g., Romans 5:8). 

“If we want proof of God’s love for us, then we must look first at the 
cross where God offered up His Son as a sacrifice for our sins. 

Calvary is the one objective, absolute, irrefutable proof of God’s love 
for us.” —Jerry Bridges, Trusting God, 138

2) God’s love is a sacrificial love—one that is willing to pay the 
ultimate price: oneself (e.g., John 15:13).

3) God’s love is an unmerited love—one that it is determined not by 
the worthiness of the object loved, but by the perfection of the One 
who loves (e.g., Ephesians 2:4–5).
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4) God’s love is an everlasting love—one that does not wax or wane, 
but remains immutably as fresh, intense, and vibrant as ever (e.g., 
Lamentations 3:21–23).

“How tranquilizing for the heart: since God’s love toward me had no 
beginning, it can have no ending! Since it is true that ‘from 

everlasting to everlasting’ He is God, and since God is ‘love,’ then it 
is equally true that ‘from everlasting to everlasting’ He loves his 

people.” —A. W. Pink, The Attributes of God, 100–101 

5) God’s love is a covenantal love—one that is not threatened by 
circumstances or outside forces, or even the fickleness of the object 
loved, but fastened securely to His word (e.g., Romans 8:35–39).Se
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6) God’s love is a sovereign love—one that is not determined by some 
external law of fairness, nor one that is rendered imperfect if it is 
not equally distributed, but one that is based freely on God’s 
perfect choice (e.g., Ephesians 1:4–5) .

“It was of the free and sovereign good pleasure of his will, a good 
pleasure that emanated from the depths of his own goodness, that 
he chose a people to be heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ. The 
reason resides wholly in himself and proceeds from determinations 

that are peculiarly his as the ‘I AM that I AM.’” 
—Murray, Redemption: Accomplished and Applied, 10

7) God’s love is an incomprehensible love—one that can be known 
and experienced truly, but never exhaustively (e.g., Ephesians 3:19).
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“In the blessings which it confers—the pardon, grace, and glory 
which it provides—it may be seen in palpable exhibition, and 

experienced in happy consciousness; but in its limitless power and 
endless resources it baffles thought and description. In the terrible 

sufferings and death to which it led, and in the self-denial and 
sacrifices which it involved, it may be known so far by the 

application of human instincts and analogies; but the fathomless 
fervor of a Divine affection surpasses the measurements of created 

intellect.” —John Eadie, Ephesians, 264–65
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B. What God’s love does not mean.

• As the grandest theme of Scripture, it is to be expected that the 
doctrine of God’s love is the focus of the greatest efforts of 
obfuscation.

• Several deadly errors stand out:

1. God’s love is defined according to man’s experience or expectation 
of love.

2. God’s love is defined according to a supposed external standard of 
“fairness.” 

3. God’s love is defined apart from or in distinction from His other 
perfections.



Popular Thinking about God’s Love

Major Premise

Minor Premise

Conclusion

“God is love.”

“I define love.”

“God loves the way I define love to be.”



II. Biblical Testimony to God’s Love

Scripture testifies to God’s love in four fundamental ways:

A. God’s love is expressed eternally between the persons of the Godhead.

• The Father loves the Son and the Spirit; the Son 
loves the Father and the Spirit; the Spirit loves the 
Father and the Son. 

• John Frame: “God’s love is first of all directed 
toward himself, but even his self-love is self-giving. 
In divine self-love, each person of the Trinity 
embraces the others and glorifies the others” 
(Doctrine of God, 416).



• Matthew 3:16–17 – “After being baptized, Jesus came up immediately 
from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened, and he saw the 
Spirit of God descending as a dove and lighting on Him, and behold, a 
voice out of the heavens said, ‘This is My beloved Son, in whom I am 
well-pleased.’”

• John 3:35 – “The Father loves the Son and has given all things into His 
hand.”

• John 14:31 – “so that the world may know that I love the Father, I do 
exactly as the Father commanded Me.”

• John 15:9 – “Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you; 
abide in My love.” 



• John 17:23–26 – “I in them and You in Me, 
that they may be perfected in unity, so that 
the world may know that You sent Me, and 
loved them, even as You have loved Me. 
Father, I desire that they also, whom You 
have given Me, be with Me where I am, so 
that they may see My glory which You have 
given Me, for You loved Me before the 
foundation of the world. O righteous Father, 
although the world has not known You, yet I 
have known You; and these have known that 
You sent Me; and I have made Your name 
known to them, and will make it known, so 
that the love with which You loved Me may 
be in them, and I in them.”



“The triune God is one, but not solitary. Nothing that God does in creation 
or redemption is done because God lacked employment and occupation. 

The incarnation of the Son of God was not undertaken as an excellent 
adventure to provide diversion from the dullness of being the eternal Son. 
All these ideas are unworthy of God, as the doctrine of the Trinity makes 

obvious. . . . The tri-personal love of God is not a love that needs any 
completion. Consequently, we should avoid presenting the gospel in a way 

that suggests God is begging us to come back home so he can finally be 
happy again, as if our redemption repairs a breach that ruptured the 

blessedness of God. It is unworthy of the glorious gospel of the blessed 
God to give the impression that we are begging for people to please be 

reconciled to God so his life won't be ruined by sadness.”

—Fred Sanders, The Deep Things of God, 95



B. God’s love is expressed universally to all mankind.

• Ezekiel 18:23 – “‘Do I have any pleasure in the death of the wicked,’ 
declares the Lord GOD, “rather than that he should turn from his ways 
and live?’”

• Matthew 5:43-48 – “You have heard that it was said, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE

YOUR NEIGHBOR and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, love your 
enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be 
sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on 
the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the
unrighteous. For if you love those who love you, what reward do you 
have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? If you greet only 
your brothers, what more are you doing than others? Do not even 
the Gentiles do the same? Therefore you are to be perfect, as your 
heavenly Father is perfect.” 





“The marvel which the text [John 3:16] brings before us is just that marvel 
above all other marvels in this marvelous world of ours—the marvel of 

God’s love for sinners. And this is the measure by 
which we are invited to measure the greatness of the 
love of God. It is not that it is so great that it is able to 
extend over the whole of a big world: it is so great 
that it is able to prevail over the Holy God’s hatred 
and abhorrence of sin. For herein is love, that God 
could love the world—the world that lies in the evil 
one: that God who is all-holy and just and good, could 
so love this world that He gave His only begotten Son 

for it,—that He might not judge it, but that it might be saved.”

—B. B. Warfield, “God’s Immeasurable Love,” 515–516



C. God’s love is expressed redemptively to His elect.

• Deuteronomy 7:6–8 – “The LORD did not set His love on you nor 
choose you because you were more in number than any of the 
peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples, but because the LORD

loved you and kept the oath which He swore to your forefathers, the 
LORD brought you out by a mighty hand and redeemed you from the 
house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.”

• Romans 5:8 – “But God demonstrates His own 
love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us.”



• Ephesians 1:3–6 – “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places in Christ, just as He chose us in Him before the 
foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before 
Him. In love He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus 
Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, to the 
praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in 
the Beloved.”

• Ephesians 2:4–5 – “But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great 
love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our 
transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have 
been saved).”



• 1 Thessalonians 1:2–4 – “We give thanks to God always for all of you 
. . . knowing, brethren beloved by God, His choice of you.”

• 2 Thessalonians 2:13 – “But we should always give thanks to God for 
you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God has chosen you from 
the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and 
faith in the truth.” 

• 1 John 4:9–10 – “By this the love of God was manifested in us, that 
God has sent His only begotten Son into the world so that we might 
live through Him. In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He 
loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.”



“To deny the special love of God, and to believe that Christ loves all 
men equally, is to suppose that Christ has done no more for those 

the Father has given to Him than for mankind at large. But if 
Christians are no more loved than those who will finally be lost, the 
decisive factor in salvation becomes, not God’s grace and love, but 
something in them, and their perseverance becomes dependent 

upon themselves.”

—Iain Murray, The Old Evangelicalism, 119



D.  God’s love is expressed experientially to believers.

• Psalm 23:1, 5 – “The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. . . . Surely 
goodness and lovingkindness will follow me all the days of my life, 
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.”

• John 15:9–11 – “Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved 
you; abide in My love. If you keep My commandments, you will abide 
in My love; just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide 
in His love. These things I have spoken to you so that My joy may be 
in you, and that your joy may be made full.”

• 2 Corinthians 1:3–4 – “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who 
comforts us in all our affliction . . .” 



• Ephesians 3:14–19 – “For this reason I bow my 
knees before the Father . . . that He would 
grant you, according to the riches of His glory, 
to be strengthened with power through His 
Spirit in the inner man, so that Christ may 
dwell in your hearts through faith; and that 
you, being rooted and grounded in love, may 
be able to comprehend with all the saints what 
is the breadth and length and height and 
depth, and to know the love of Christ which 
surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up 
to all the fullness of God.”

• 2 Thessalonians 3:5 – “May the Lord direct your hearts into the love 
of God and into the steadfastness of Christ.”



• Hebrews 12:6–11 – “‘FOR THOSE WHOM THE LORD LOVES HE DISCIPLINES, 
AND HE SCOURGES EVERY SON WHOM HE RECEIVES.’ It is for discipline that 
you endure; God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there 
whom his father does not discipline? But if you are without 
discipline, of which all have become partakers, then you are 
illegitimate children and not sons. Furthermore, we had earthly 
fathers to discipline us, and we respected them; shall we not much 
rather be subject to the Father of spirits, and live? For they 
disciplined us for a short time as seemed best to them, but He 
disciplines us for our good, so that we may share His holiness. All 
discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet 
to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the 
peaceful fruit of righteousness.”



III. What Love Demands from Us

A.  That God loves us enables us to love Him.

• What is our greatest purpose?

• Matthew 22:36–38 – “‘Teacher, which is the great commandment in 
the Law?’ And He [Jesus] said to him, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR

GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR

MIND.’ This is the great and foremost commandment.”

• But how can we?

• 1 John 4:10, 19 – “In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He 
loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. . . . We 
love, because He first loved us.”



• That we have been enabled to love God means that we can now 
truly please Him in obedience, as the action of our love.

• 1 John 4:18 – “There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out 
fear, because fear involves punishment, and the one who fears is not 
perfected in love.”

• 1 John 5:3 – “For this is the love of God, that we keep His 
commandments; and His commandments are not burdensome.”

• 1 John 2:15 – “Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If 
anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.”



“The love of God to us, and our love to Him, 
work together for producing holiness. Terror 
accomplishes no real obedience. Suspense 

brings forth no fruit unto holiness. No gloomy 
uncertainty as to God’s favor can subdue one 

lust, or correct our crookedness of will. But the 
free pardon of the cross uproots sin, and withers 

all its branches. Only the certainty of love, 
forgiving love, can do this.”

—Horatius Bonar



B. That God loves us enables us to love each other.

• Only those who have come to know God and His love can truly 
express love to others.

• John 13:34–35 – “A new commandment I give to you, that you love 
one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one 
another. By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you 
have love for one another.”

• John 15:12–13 – “This is My commandment, that you love one 
another, just as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, 
that one lay down his life for his friends.”



• Galatians 5:22 – “But the fruit of the Spirit is love . . .”

• Ephesians 5:1–2 – “Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved 
children; and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and gave 
Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant 
aroma.”

• 1 Thessalonians 4:9–10 – “Now as to the love of the brethren, you 
have no need for anyone to write to you, for you yourselves are 
taught by God to love one another . . . 

• In no greater way is this love practically manifested in human 
relationships than in forgiveness.



“If God hath forgiven me so many grievous offences, if 
he hath pardoned so heinous and innumerable injuries, 

that amount to a kind of infiniteness in number and 
quality, O how much more am I bound to forgive my 

brethren a few light and trivial offences? . . .  With what 
face can I pray, ‘Lord, forgive me my sins,’ when I may 
meet with such a response, ‘Thou cannot forgive thy 

brethren’s sins, infinitely less both in number and 
degree?’ . . . What unparalleled ingratitude were it, 

what monstrous wickedness, that after he hath forgiven 
all our debt . . . yet we should not have compassion on 

our fellow servants even as he had pity on us!”

—Hugh Binning, Christian Love



C. That God loves us enables us to love our neighbors.

• Our “neighbor” is anyone who comes across our path in life.

• Romans 13:8–10 – “Owe nothing to anyone except to love one 
another; for he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law. For this, 
‘YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, YOU SHALL NOT MURDER, YOU SHALL NOT

STEAL, YOU SHALL NOT COVET,’ and if there is any other commandment, it 
is summed up in this saying, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS

YOURSELF.’ Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the 
fulfillment of the law.”

• This love is even to be expressed to our enemies.



• Matthew 5:43–48 – “You have heard that it was said, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE

YOUR NEIGHBOR and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, love your 
enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be 
sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on 
the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the
unrighteous. For if you love those who love you, what reward do you 
have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? If you greet only 
your brothers, what more are you doing than others? Do not even 
the Gentiles do the same? Therefore you are to be perfect, as your 
heavenly Father is perfect.” 

• This love is maximally expressed through the effort to proclaim to 
our neighbors the gospel of God’s love.



“Love explains why men have been 
able to live with a passion for the 

conversion of others. ‘He loved the 
world that hated him,’ wrote Cowper 
of Whitefield, ‘the tear that fell upon 

his Bible was sincere.’ ‘I could bear 
to be torn in pieces,’ said Henry 

Martyn, ‘if I could but see eyes of 
faith directed to the Redeemer.’”

—Iain Murray



D. That God loves us enables us to love our wives.

• Ephesians 5:25 – “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also 
loved the church and gave Himself up for her.”

• True love is self-giving love—the kind of love that sacrifices self all 
for the benefit of the other. 

• This love is a covenantal love—the kind that is not dependent upon 
feelings or circumstances but on its promise.

• This love is a faithful love—the kind of love that will not grow fickle 
but will remain unconditional.



E. That God loves us enables us to find rest for our souls.

• Charles Spurgeon: “Nothing binds me to my Lord like a strong belief 
in His changeless love.

• Richard Sibbes: “Measure not God’s love and favor by your own 
feeling. The sun shines as clearly in the darkest day as it does in the 
brightest. The difference is not in the sun, but in some clouds which 
hinder the manifestation of the light thereof.”

• Jerry Bridges: “God’s unfailing love for us is an objective fact affirmed 
over and over in the Scriptures. It is true whether we believe it or 
not. Our doubts do not destroy God’s love, nor does our faith create 
it. It originates in the very nature of God, who is love, and it flows to 
us through our union with His beloved Son.”



“Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 

sword? . . . For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.”

—Romans 8:35, 38–39



O Love That Will Not Let Me Go

O Love that will not let me go,
I rest my weary soul in Thee;

I give Thee back the life I owe,
That in Thine ocean depths its flow

May richer, fuller be.



“But God demonstrates His 
own love toward us, in that 
while we were yet sinners, 

Christ died for us.”

—Romans 5:8
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