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One of the challenging aspects of the study of God relates to the language He has used in revealing knowledge 
about Himself. On the one hand, God is incomprehensible. His greatness is “unsearchable” (Ps 145:3) and His 
understanding is “infinite” (147:5). Is human language adequate to describe such a One? On the other hand, 
God has testified that He is truly knowable. Man can think true thoughts of God because God has acted to 
reveal specific knowledge of Himself. In fact, knowing God is the very essence of salvation (John 17:3). God is 
there and He is not silent. He desires to be known and has spoken to make it so.  
 

But these qualities of incomprehensibility and knowability require us to approach the language of God’s 
revelation very carefully. If we approach the language of Scripture incorrectly, overemphasizing either 
incomprehensibility or knowability, we quickly fall into serious error. To protect against such error, it is helpful 
to survey the right and wrong ways to understand the nature of the Bible’s language regarding God: 
 

1) If one denies God’s incomprehensibility, he will approach the Bible as a source containing 
univocal language. As such, he interprets the Bible’s language as expressing exactly the same 
knowledge as God’s knowledge of Himself. This person views the Bible as unaccommodated to 
our limited understanding and sees exact correspondence between the words used and who 
God is in reality. Such a view has disastrous consequences for understanding God. 
 

2) If one denies God’s knowability, he will approach the Bible as a source containing equivocal 
language. As such, he interprets the Bible’s language as expressing completely different 
knowledge than God’s knowledge of Himself. He views the Bible as ambiguous and inadequate. 
Consequently, no true knowledge of God can be drawn from Scripture. Knowing God must 
come some other way. This, too, has disastrous consequences for understanding God.  
 

3) But if one affirms both God’s incomprehensibility and His knowability, he will approach the Bible 
as containing analogical language. As such, he interprets the Bible’s language as 
communicating the knowledge of God accommodated to the limited abilities of human 
understanding. This language still faithfully reflects what God wants known about Himself, even 
though it is not absolute one-to-one correspondence. The Bible will speak of God truly (because 
He is knowable), even though not absolutely (because He is incomprehensible). 

 

This third option is the correct one. Therefore, moving forward in our study of the attributes of God, we must 
always recognize in Scripture the element of accommodation. In His divine considerateness, God has chosen 
terms, names, and word-pictures to reveal Himself in ways that we as creatures can understand. This means 
our interpretation of Scripture’s language about God must be done with this in mind. On the one hand, we 
must not conclude that God is just like us because He has used our language to describe Himself. On the other 
hand, we must guard against the arrogance of trying to “improve” the language God has chosen by 
substituting for His word what we believe would be better, more accurate terms, names, and word-pictures. 
 
 

“If we want to walk in safety, let us accept what the Word submits for our reflection and what God Himself wants us 
to know. Let us pass by other things—things not revealed in the Word.” —Martin Luther 

 

 

With this in mind, we turn to the perfection of God known as His aseity. 

“‘You are My witnesses,’ declares the LORD, ‘and My servant whom I have chosen, so that you may know and 
believe Me and understand that I am He. Before Me there was no God formed,  

and there will be none after Me.’” —Isaiah 43:10 (NASB) 
 

“The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in 
temples made with hands; nor is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself 

gives to all people life and breath and all things.” —Acts 17:24–25  
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A. What aseity means. 
 

The aseity of God describes God’s absolute independence from everything else that exists, and the perfect 
sufficiency He enjoys in Himself for the fullness of His own existence.  
 

The term “aseity” originates from two Latin words: a (“from”) and se (“self”). Aseity thus means “from 
oneself.” The term is used to describe the reality that God owes His existence to no one else other than 
Himself, for He is “from” or “of Himself” (a se). Everything that God needs to be God is contained within 
Himself, from everlasting to everlasting. By contrast, everything else that has ever existed or will ever exist 
owes such existence to God as its source. God is always perfectly content in Himself and by Himself; but 
everything else comes into being because of Him and becomes nothing apart from Him. 
 

Another way to describe this quality of God is to use the term “independence.” 
The term Independence emphasizes God’s absolute freedom in existence, 
attributes, will, and works. God never has been nor ever will be dependent on 
anything or anyone to be who He is in perfect majesty, even though all that is 
created is absolutely dependent on Him. A. W. Pink described this quality as “the 
solitariness of God,” while others have used the terms “self-existence,” “self-
containment,” “self-sufficiency,” and “absolute-ness.” Ultimately, this perfection 
leads to these emphases: 

 

• God is the only independent being. Everything in creation is dependent upon Him for its existence, but 
He is dependent on no one and nothing. He derives nothing for His fullness from outside Himself. 
 

• God is the only being without need. Everything in creation experiences need for things outside of 
itself, but God has no need; He is perfectly self-sufficient, supplying all that He needs from Himself.  
 

• God is the only free being. Although everything else is affected by things outside of itself, God is never 
affected, changed, improved, or degraded by anything. He exists, wills, and acts as He pleases. 

 

Describing the ignorance of this attribute in modern Christianity, A. W. Tozer (Knowledge of the Holy, 34), 
poignantly wrote,  

 

Almighty God, just because He is almighty, needs no support. The picture of a nervous, ingratiating God 
fawning over men to win their favor is not a pleasant one; yet if we look at the popular conception of God, 
that is precisely what we see. Twentieth century Christianity has put God on charity. So lofty is our opinion 
of ourselves that we find it quite easy, not to say enjoyable, to believe that we are necessary to God. But 
the truth is that God is not greater for our being, nor would He be less if we did not exist. That we do exist 
is altogether of God’s free determination, not by our desert nor by divine necessity. 

 

B. What aseity does not mean. 
 

First, to affirm that God is self-sufficient (a se) does not mean that He is not personal—that He is incapable 
of relationship with anything outside of Himself. He is the One who not only creates man but makes 
covenants with him. He tells man His special name, “Yahweh,” and calls Himself “the Holy One of Israel.” 
In redemption He makes sinners His children and testifies that He is their “Father.”  
 

Second, that God is self-sufficient (a se) does not mean that God does not exercise direct control over 
what He has made. He not only directly creates everything by the power of His word, but He holds 
everything together and sustains what He has made by that same power. He is not the god of deism.  
 

I.  Definition of “Divine Aseity” 

ASEITY: 

From the Latin 

a (“from”) + se 
(“self”), meaning 
“from Himself.” 

“He is solitary in His majesty, unique in His excellency, peerless in His perfections. He sustains all, but is Himself 
independent of all. He gives to all, but is enriched by none.” —A. W. Pink 
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Third, that God is self-sufficient (a se) does not mean that God is indifferent to the needs of His creation. 
He defines Himself as compassionate and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in lovingkindness. He 
calls upon those in need to look to Him for supply. Why? Because He cares for them.  
 

Fourth, that God is self-sufficient (a se) does not preclude the incarnation. He is, in the truest sense, 
“Immanuel”—"God with us.” For His own good pleasure and out of love for mankind, the Father sent His 
Son to take on human nature in order to secure the redemption of all He would draw to Himself.  
 

But with all of this noted, it is important to maintain that God is in no way changed in His essence by such 
interaction with what He has created. He remains transcendent even while interacting with His creation. 

 

Scripture’s testimony to the aseity of God is abundant. In the Old Testament, key texts include: 
 

• Genesis 1:1; 2:7 

• Exodus 3:13–14  

• Deuteronomy 10:17; 32:39 

• Job 41:11 

• Psalm 24:1–2; 36:9; 50:9–12; 90:1–4; 102:25–27; 115:3 

• Isaiah 40:13–14, 18–20, 28–31; 43:10; 44:6, 12–17  
 

In the New Testament, key texts include: 
 

• John 1:3–4; 5:26; 11:25; 14:6 

• Acts 17:24–25, 28 

• Romans 11:33–36  

• 1 Corinthians 8:4–6; 11:12  

• Ephesians 4:5–6  

• Revelation 4:11  

 

In response to the doctrine of God’s aseity, the question is often asked, “If God is self-sufficient and totally 
content in Himself, why did He create?” There are three possibilities to explain His motivation: 
 

1. God created out of necessity. Some believe that God created the universe due to inherent inadequacy. He 
“needed” creation in order to unfurl His attributes, because He was lonely, because He needed others to 
love and to love Him in return, or because He needed to be worshiped. Thus, creation completes Him like 
how a wife completes her husband. This, of course, contradicts Scripture’s clear testimony.  
 

2. God created without purpose. To protect the concept of divine aseity while also coming to terms with the 
fact of creation, others suggest the Creator actually had no purpose in creating. The existence of created 
things is meaningless as far as God is concerned. Therefore, creation is subject to impersonal fate; the 
Creator has set certain laws in place to govern the world but is Himself wholly unconcerned with its 
outcome. This option also opposes what God has stated about Himself and His work. 

 

3. God created out of the fullness of joy. This is Scripture’s answer. God created out of His fullness of joy and 
for the joy of what He created. He created out of abundance, not out of need. This is particularly 
communicated through the phrases referring to God’s “good pleasure,” 

 

• Isaiah 46:10; 48:14; 53:10 

• Ephesians 1:3–14 

• Philippians 2:13 

• Colossians 1:19  

II.  Biblical Testimony to God’s Aseity 

Excursus: Then Why Did God Create? 



 

                                                         Men of the Word | Brad Klassen | 10/12/22                                       Page 4 of 4 

 

A. Stop living as if God needs you. The idea that God needs something from you is the essence of false 
religion. Nothing of what you confess, think, pray, or feel toward Him contributes to His majesty. Indeed, 
many today find this truth deeply offensive, having been taught to think that God needs something they 
have to offer. To them, the gospel is an invitation to fill up what is lacking in God. Such an invitation 
appeals to human pride, for what could make one feel more special than providing what God lacks. But 
the doctrine of God’s aseity deals a fatal blow to such self-esteem.  
 

• Psalm 50:10–12; Acts 17:24–25  
 

B. Remember that God owns everything. The aseity of God means that He is just in giving, distributing, and 
taking back as He pleases. Again, this concept is exceedingly offensive to many. When God takes 
something away, or does not give as expected, the common demand is for God to explain Himself. Yet 
everything is His—our families, our work, our possessions, our bank accounts, and our very lives. 
 

• Genesis 14:19; Deuteronomy 32:39; Job 1:21; Psalm 24:1 
 

C. Get in line with God’s agenda. The aseity of God establishes His absolute worthiness of worship. In fact, it 
is common to see the biblical writers draw the immediate connection between the truth of God’s self-
sufficiency and our proper response of worship. Because God is a se, He is the One to be esteemed. 
 

• Isaiah 48:11; Romans 11:33–36; Colossians 1:16; Revelation 4:11 
 

D. Marvel at His concern for you. The aseity of God magnifies the astounding nature of His care for us. That 
the All-Sufficient One is mindful of us does not seem plausible, but God tells us it is true. The One who 
possesses heaven and earth knows our name! Understood correctly, this ushers us quickly to adoration. 
 

• Psalm 8:3–5; 144:3–4  
 

E. Look to Him for your perfect supply. The aseity of God should not turn us from God, knowing that He 
needs nothing from us. It should compel us to Him, knowing that He can supply exactly what we need.  
 

• Psalm 23:1; Isaiah 40:28–31; Philippians 4:19 
 

Memorize: Job 1:21; Acts 17:24–25 
 

Pray: Praise God that He contains all that is necessary for Him to be God and is dependent on no one and 
nothing else, and praise Him that He supplies life to all creation; acknowledge that all you have comes 
from and belongs to Him; cast all of your cares on Him, looking to Him as the source of all that is good. 

 

Sing: “All Praise to Him” (Sovereign Grace Music); “Ancient of Days” (CityAlight) 
 

Discuss: 
 

1) In your own words, define God’s “aseity.” 
2) If God is self-sufficient, why did He then create the universe? Provide biblical references as proof. 
3) Take time to examine your motivation for involvement in the local church. Are you involved and do 

you contribute because you believe God “needs” you? Why is it easy to fall into that erroneous way of 
thinking? How do we combat this mindset? 

4) How does the doctrine of aseity impact your praying—for your needs and the needs of others? 
5) Describe how this perfection of God has practically deepened your worship of Him. 
 

Audio, video, and handouts for this session: gracechurch.org/motw  
 

Next meeting: October 19 – 6pm Fellowship; 7pm Panel Discussion on “Culture, Government, and the Church”  

III.  What Aseity Demands from Us 

For Further Study 


