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Calls for Christians to adapt their message to the world around them have hit a fevered pitch. The radical 
transformation of Western culture over the past two decades has led many to insist that unless the church 
follows suit it will inevitably slide into extinction. Massive shifts in public opinion over gender roles and identities, 
homosexuality, justice, equality, and marriage have convinced many that the church must adjust its message to 
a new view of reality. It must embrace an evolving idea of truth, beauty, ethics, and morality so that it can 
maintain a voice in the public square.  
 

To avoid extinction, convictions which were once unequivocal must now be nuanced. A black-and-white stance 
on homosexuality is out; a nuanced view with middle ground in understanding sexual attraction is in. 
Distinguishing between male and female in function and appearance is out; a nuanced view that sees sexual 
identity as a spectrum gives the church a voice in the discussion. Emphasizing biblical literacy and doctrinal 
distinctives is out; demanding economic equity and environmental justice will do much better in attracting 
Millennials into the church. To survive, the church must do better at listening to the world—of searching for and 
embracing its redemptive qualities. 
 

But is marching in a BLM protest what Jesus envisioned when He taught His disciples to be salt and light? Is 
environmental activism part of the Great Commission? Is the church’s key to success found in appeasing, 
adopting, and imitating the culture, even partly? Carl Trueman succinctly answers in the negative: 
 

If the church as a whole is losing its ability to be salt and light in the culture, it is not because its members 
have no opinion of the films of Bernardo Bertolucci, no appreciation for the poetry of Emily Dickinson, and 
no regular slot on The Charlie Rose Show. More likely, it is because they do not have a solid grasp of the 
basic elements of the faith, as taught in Scripture and affirmed by the confessions and catechisms of the 
church. (The Real Scandal of the Evangelical Mind) 

 

Ultimately, the pleas for Christians to appease and accommodate arise out of the absence of basic biblical 
awareness. Scripture is not silent on this issue. One text in particular speaks to the current pressure to imitate 
the culture—1 Corinthians 2:6–16.  

 

In the section leading up to 1 Corinthians 2:6–16, the Apostle Paul emphasizes the simplicity of gospel truth—
what he calls “the wisdom of God” (1:18–2:5). He concludes that section by explaining that God designed such 
a simple message of salvation—what the Jews considered a stumbling block and the Gentiles foolishness—“so 
that your faith would not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God” (2:5). 
 

But beginning in 2:6, Paul qualifies what the simplicity of this “wisdom” does not mean. Although simple, it is 
not natural, it is not worldly, it is not empirical, it is not intuitive. He begins this important section by stating, 
“Yet we do speak wisdom among those who are mature”—or more literally, “But wisdom we do speak among 
those who are mature” (2:6a). This assertion provides the structure for the rest of 2:6b–16: 
 

I. “But wisdom” – Paul will define this “wisdom” in vv. 6a–9. 
II. “we do speak” – Paul will explain how this wisdom is manifested in vv. 10–13.  

III. “among those who are mature” – Paul will explain who these “mature” ones are in vv. 14–16.  
 

 

“But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he 
cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised. But he who is spiritual appraises all things, yet 
he himself is appraised by no one. For who has known the mind of the Lord, that he will instruct Him? But we 

have the mind of Christ.” —1 Corinthians 2:14–16 (NASB) 

The Context of 1 Corinthians 2:6–16 
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The pivotal question is, What is this “wisdom” that Paul speaks (2:6a)? In his letter to the Corinthian church, Paul 
uses the term “wisdom” (σοφία, sophia) with unusual frequency. This fact indicates that the term was an 
important one for the Corinthian believers. They undoubtedly misunderstood it, so Paul uses his letter as an 
opportunity to address it, to correct their misunderstanding.  
 

When Paul refers to “wisdom” throughout his letter, he uses the term in both negative and positive ways based 
on the context of his argument. In our text of 1 Corinthians 2:6–16, Paul employs the term in the positive sense 
to refer to “the full scope of God’s teaching on salvation and the Christian life” (Roy Ciampa & Brian Rosner, The 
First Letter to the Corinthians, 123). It is more than just the basic details of the life, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. The term here refers to the truth of God’s redemption applied to everyday life. It refers to the 
content of what it means to understand and live pleasing to God in this world as one who has been transformed 
by the gospel. It describes a worldview—a whole outlook on life that addresses not only the big issues but the 
small ones as well. As Paul has already stated to the Corinthians, Christ Jesus 
has become to the believer “wisdom” itself (1:30). Elsewhere he states that in 
Christ “are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Col 2:3). And 
at the end of our text he will equate this wisdom with “the mind [νοῦς, nous] 
of Christ” (1 Cor 2:16). It is a wisdom that is vast and comprehensive. 
 

In 2:6b–9 Paul describes this wisdom in detail by tracing out six characteristics:  
 

(1) It is a wisdom that is not of this world: “a wisdom, however, not of this age nor of the rulers of this age, who 
are passing away . . .” (2:6b).  

(2) It is a wisdom that belongs solely to God: “but we speak God’s wisdom . . .” (2:7a). 
(3) It is a wisdom that cannot be discovered through human effort: “in a mystery, the hidden wisdom . . .” 

(2:7b).  
(4) It is a wisdom that God determined in eternity past and for eternity future: “which God predestined before 

the ages to our glory . . .” (2:7c).  
(5) It is a wisdom that the elite of this age have not accepted: “the wisdom which none of the rulers of this age 

has understood [accept/welcome] . . .” (2:8a). 
(6) It is a wisdom that is not generated by empiricism, human tradition, or intuition: “but just as it is written, 

‘THINGS WHICH EYE HAS NOT SEEN AND EAR HAS NOT HEARD, AND which HAVE NOT ENTERED INTO THE HEART OF MAN, ALL 

THAT GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM’” (2:9). 
 

Thus, that which we need to understand the world, our fundamental problems, and the solution to those 
problems, is only found in God. A true worldview—true wisdom—never originates among men, in cultures, or 
from civilizations. A right way of looking at truth, morality, and beauty will never be discovered or crafted by 
philosophers, social scientists, artists, or educators. The Apostle Paul is clear: all of humanity’s best efforts miss 
the mark. Society’s greatest thinkers fall short. Only wisdom that finds its source in God is true. And this 
perspective isn’t new; Solomon expressed this same truth a thousand years earlier: “The fear of the LORD is the 
beginning of wisdom” (Prov 9:10). 

 

The pivotal question here is, How can Paul’s “speaking” possibly convey such wisdom (2:6a)? In light of the fact 
that true wisdom is divine, that it originates in the wholly-other God, how is it even possible to communicate it 
among men? In vv. 10–13 Paul masterfully answers this question with four assertions:  
 

(1) God has acted according to His own sovereign will to make this wisdom known: “For to us God revealed 
them” (2:10a). As the sole originator of wisdom, it was God’s prerogative to reveal it—and He did just that, 
not out of compulsion or in collaboration, but in the independent and benevolent exercise of His and power. 

II. The Extraordinary Disclosure of True Wisdom (1 Cor 2:10–13) 

“Wisdom” in 1 Corinthians 
2:6–16 is the practical ability 
to live pleasing to God as a 

result of redemption. 

I. The Supernatural Nature of True Wisdom (1 Cor 2:6b–9) 
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(2) The Holy Spirit is the designated agent of this revelation: “. . . God revealed them through the Spirit, for the 
Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God” (2:10). Although this wisdom is utterly unattainable to 
man from his side, the Spirit has access to it: “For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the 
spirit of the man which is in him? Even so the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God” (2:11). 
Thus, The Holy Spirit is the special agent of divine disclosure. He not only knows the deep things of the 
Triune Godhead, He is the one who then “moved” men to speak it (2 Pet 1:20–21).  

(3) The apostles are the particular recipients of this revelation: “For to us God revealed them . . .” (2:10); “Now 
we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may know the things 
freely given to us by God” (2:12). Paul uses first-person plural pronouns (“we” and “us”) in 2:6, 7, 10, 12, 13, 
16 not to refer to himself and the Corinthian believers, but to himself and the other apostles and biblical 
writers who provided the foundation to the church (Rom 16:25–26; Eph 2:20; 3:2–6). They were the 
instruments through which the Spirit disclosed this wisdom. 

(4) The resulting product of the Spirit’s work is a message that is accurate and trustworthy to the very word: 
“which things we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, 
combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words” (2:13). The “deep things” God desired to communicate 
were “taught” by the Spirit to His chosen instruments, so that they communicated exactly what God wanted. 

 

How can Paul’s “speaking” convey this wisdom? Because God has taken it upon himself to reveal the wisdom 
we need to understand the world, our fundamental problems, and the solution to those problems rightly. He 
has initiated the process according to His own sovereign will, and He has finished the process according to His 
unlimited power. The result of His revelatory activity is a biblical text that is flawless. 

The final pivotal question is, Who are the “mature” who can accept this wisdom (2:6a)? The Apostle Paul has 
previously described the best and the brightest of human civilization as opponents of this wisdom (1:18, 27–28; 
2:6, 8). How can this be, and who, then, can receive it? Paul provides three descriptions of those who welcome 
and understand divine wisdom—i.e., “the mature”: 
 

(1) The “mature” are not “natural” men—the men of this world: “But a natural man does not accept the things 
of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are 
spiritually appraised” (2:14). This statement is exceedingly important for understanding the irreconcilable 
difference between the church and the world. 
 

The Unbeliever’s Relationship to Spiritual Truth According to 1 Corinthians 2:14 

 Assertion Explanation Emphasis 

2:14a 
“a natural man does not accept [οὐ 

δέχεται] the things of the Spirit of God” 
“for they are 

foolishness to him” 

the unbeliever’s active 
rejection—i.e.,  
his moral bias 

2:14b 
“he cannot understand [οὐ δύναται 

γνῶναι] them” 
“because they are 

spiritually appraised” 

the unbeliever’s natural 
disability—i.e.,  

his intellectual inability 
 

(2) The “mature” are “spiritual” men—men who have been enlivened by the same Spirit who revealed this 
wisdom: “the things of the Spirit of God . . . are spiritually appraised” (2:14); “but he who is spiritual 

“The Apostle clothed his Spirit-revealed truths in Spirit-taught language, and thereby combined what was 
spiritual in substance with what was spiritual in form.” —Ellicott, First Corinthians, 45 

 

“Think in every line you read that God is speaking to you.” —Thomas Watson 
 

“The Bible is the Word of God in such a way that when the Bible speaks, God speaks.” —B. B. Warfield 

III. The Exclusive Appreciation of True Wisdom (1 Cor 2:14–16) 
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appraises all things, yet he himself is appraised by no one” (2:15); “those who love Him” (2:9); “us who are 
being saved” (1:18). 

(3) The “mature” have been given the grace to receive, understand, and appreciate the inscrutable wisdom of 
God: “FOR WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, THAT HE WILL INSTRUCT HIM? But we have the mind of Christ” 
(2:16). Through the biblical writers and the Spirit’s work of regeneration, the “mind of the LORD/Christ” 
mind has been given to us. 

 

Thus, to be “spiritual” or “mature” is “to have apprehended the word of the cross in such a way that it has 
transformed the entire existence of the believer into its image—a cruciform life” (Grindheim, “Wisdom for the 
Perfect,” 708). This speaks of all true believers. 

 

1. Recognize your unique ability and possession. If you are truly in Christ, you have access to “the mind of 
Christ” in the Scriptures, and you have the new, spiritual life needed to accept and understand it. This is a 
privilege that Christians regularly underestimate or ignore. In that ignorance the seeds of cowardice and 
compromise with the world find their soil. 

2. Mortify any infatuation for this present world. See 1 John 2:15–17. We must be thankful for the general 
goodness of God manifest in this present world, but we dare not treat this world as our home, nor put our 
trust in its potential. We must remember that even today’s best unsaved defenders of Judeo-Christian 
values would have called for Christ’s crucifixion had they been present at His trial. 

3. Cultivate a worldview consistent with your identity. The truths of 1 Corinthians 2:6–16 have immediate 
implications for how we view what is going on in the world today. They not only apply to salvation in a basic 
sense, but to every aspect of our lives. Convictions on truth, morality, ethics, justice, beauty, goodness are 
all derivative; they develop from the consequences of possessing “the mind of Christ”—the foundation upon 
which all thinking is built. And they will out of necessity be at odds with the surrounding culture. 

4. Stop nuancing the message. Many professing evangelicals who label themselves “Bible-believing 
Christians” are stumbling over each other in their attempts to “nuance” the Christian message and make it 
attractive to the culture. Such attempts display contempt for the Bible these leaders claim to believe. First 
Corinthians 2:6–16 teaches that God’s word is full of the black-and-white kind of truth, and it is irreconcilable 
with the trends and fashions of this present age. 

5. Prepare for ridicule. First Corinthians 2:6–16 teaches us not to expect affirmation—or even ambivalence—
from the culture around us. In fact, it teaches us the opposite. If our message is attractive to the rulers of 
this age and not a stumbling block, we have failed (1 Cor 1:18). 

 

1. Memorize 1 Corinthians 2:14–16 
2. In what areas of discussion with unbelievers today do you find yourself tempted to nuance or equivocate 

on the message of the Bible—or simply keep silent? Explain how 1 Corinthians 2:6–16 gives you new 
guidance to resist this temptation and speak the unequivocal truth. 

3. Reflect on the great truths this text proclaims regarding your identity, ability, and possession as one who 
has believed in Christ for salvation. In what ways have you failed to appreciate these privileges as it relates 
specifically to the word of God? 

4. As the culture around us continues to deteriorate, it is easy to have appreciation for non-
Christian commentators and political pundits who defend conservative values. But how 
can this be a trap for the Christian? 

5. Take several opportunities this week to sing through “May the Mind of Christ My Savior” 
(Hymns of Grace #377). Make this hymn a regular prayer. 

 

 

Audio, video, and handouts for this session: gracechurch.org/motw  
Next meeting: January  12, 7pm, “The Spirit of Truth” 

Submit a question 
through this QR code 

For Further Study 

How must we respond? 

 


