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“If the church as a whole is losing its ability to 
be salt and light in the culture, it is not because 

its members have no opinion of the films of 
Bernardo Bertolucci, no appreciation for the 

poetry of Emily Dickinson, and no regular slot 
on The Charlie Rose Show. More likely, it is 

because they do not have a solid grasp of the 
basic elements of the faith, as taught in 

Scripture and affirmed by the confessions and 
catechisms of the church.“

—Carl Trueman, The Real Scandal of the Evangelical Mind



Overview of 1 Corinthians 2

• In 1 Corinthians 1:18–2:5, the Apostle Paul emphasizes the 
simplicity of gospel truth (“wisdom”).

▪ 1:17 – “. . . not in cleverness of speech, so that the 
cross of Christ would not be made void.”

▪ 2:5 – “so that your faith would not rest on the 
wisdom of men, but on the power of God.”

• But in 2:6–16, Paul qualifies that although gospel truth 
(“wisdom”) is simple, is not natural, empirical, intuitive.



1 Corinthians 2:6a – The Summary Statement

“Yet wisdom we do speak among those who are mature.”

I. Nature

II. Disclosure

III. Appreciation



“a wisdom, however, not of this age nor of the rulers of 
this age, who are passing away; but we speak God’s 
wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God 

predestined before the ages to our glory; the wisdom 
which none of the rulers of this age has understood; for if 
they had understood it they would not have crucified the 
Lord of glory; but just as it is written, ‘THINGS WHICH EYE HAS

NOT SEEN AND EAR HAS NOT HEARD, AND which HAVE NOT ENTERED

INTO THE HEART OF MAN, ALL THAT GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE

WHO LOVE HIM.’”

—1 Corinthians 2:6b–9
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“For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the 
Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God. For who
among men knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit 
of the man which is in him? Even so the thoughts of God 

no one knows except the Spirit of God. Now we have 
received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is 
from God, so that we may know the things freely given to 

us by God, which things we also speak, not in words taught 
by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, 
combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words.’”

—1 Corinthians 2:10–13
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“But a natural man does not accept the things of the 
Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he 
cannot understand them, because they are spiritually 
appraised. But he who is spiritual appraises all things, 

yet he himself is appraised by no one. For WHO HAS

KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, THAT HE WILL INSTRUCT HIM? 
But we have the mind of Christ.”

—1 Corinthians 2:14–16
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I. The Supernatural Nature of True Wisdom (2:6b–9)

• Q: What is this “wisdom” (σοφία, sophia) that Paul speaks 
(2:6a)? 

• “Wisdom” (σοφία, sophia) = “the full scope of God’s teaching 
on salvation and the Christian life.”

▪ “Wisdom” is God’s redemption applied 
to everyday life.

▪ “Wisdom” is “Christ” (1:30), or more 
specifically, “the mind of Christ” (2:16).



SIX CHARACTERISTICS: 

(1) It is a wisdom that is not of this world: 

▪ 2:6b – “a wisdom, however, not of this age nor of the 
rulers of this age, who are passing away . . .”

(2) It is a wisdom that belongs solely to God: 

▪ 2:7a – “but we speak God’s wisdom . . .”

(3) It is a wisdom that cannot be discovered through human 
effort: 

▪ 2:7b – “in a mystery, the hidden wisdom . . .”



(4) It is a wisdom that God determined in eternity past and 
for eternity future:

▪ 2:7c – “which God predestined before the ages to 
our glory . . .”

(5) It is a wisdom that the elite of this age have not accepted:

▪ 2:8a – “the wisdom which none of the rulers of this 
age has understood [accept/welcome] . . .”



(6) It is a wisdom that is not generated by empiricism, 
human tradition, or intuition:

▪ 2:9 – “but just as it is written, ‘THINGS WHICH EYE HAS

NOT SEEN AND EAR HAS NOT HEARD, AND which HAVE NOT

ENTERED INTO THE HEART OF MAN, ALL THAT GOD HAS

PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM.’”

That which we need to understand the world, our 
fundamental problems, and the solution to those 
problems, is only found in God. 



II. The Extraordinary Disclosure of True Wisdom 
(2:10–13)

• Q: How can human “speaking” conveys such wisdom (2:6a)? 

• FOUR ASSERTIONS: 

(1) God has acted according to His own 
sovereign will to make this wisdom known.

▪ 2:10 – “For to us God revealed them.”



(2) The Holy Spirit is the designated agent of this revelation. 

▪ 2:10 – “. . . God revealed them through the Spirit, for 
the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God.”

▪ 2:11 – “. . . the thoughts of God no one knows except 
the Spirit of God.”

(3) The apostles are the particular recipients of this revelation.

▪ 2:10 – “For to us God revealed them . . .”

▪ 2:12 – “Now we have received, not the spirit of the 
world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may 
know the things freely given to us by God.”



(4) The resulting product of the Spirit’s work is a message 
that is accurate and trustworthy to the very word.

▪ 2:13 – “which things we also speak, not in words 
taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by 
the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with 
spiritual words.”

God has effectively and flawlessly revealed the 
wisdom we need to understand the world, our 
fundamental problems, and the solution to those 
problems. That revelation is the biblical text. 



“The Apostle clothed his 
Spirit-revealed truths in 

Spirit-taught language, and 
thereby combined what was 

spiritual in substance with 
what was spiritual in form.”

—Ellicott, First Corinthians, 45



“The Bible is the Word of God in such a way that 
when the Bible speaks, God speaks.” 

—B. B. Warfield

“Think in every line you read that God is 
speaking to you.” 

—Thomas Watson



III. The Exclusive Appreciation of True Wisdom 
(2:14–16)

• Q: Who are the “mature” who accept this wisdom (2:6a)? 

• THREE DESCRIPTIONS: 

(1) They are not “natural” men—the men of this world:

▪ 2:14 – “But a natural man does not accept the 
things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness 
to him; and he cannot understand them, because 
they are spiritually appraised.”



THE UNBELIEVER’S RELATIONSHIP TO SPIRITUAL TRUTH (1 COR 2:14)

Assertion Explanation Emphasis

2:14a
“a natural man does 
not accept the things 
of the Spirit of God”

“for they are 
foolishness to him”

the unbeliever’s 
active rejection—

moral bias

2:14b
“and he cannot 

understand them”

“because they are 
spiritually 
appraised”

the unbeliever’s 
natural disability—
intellectual inability



“Faced with God’s revelation, the 
unbeliever is like a donkey at a concert.” 

—John Calvin

“It ain’t those parts of the Bible that I can’t understand 
that bother me, it is the parts that I do understand.”

—Mark Twain



(2) They are “spiritual” men—men who have been enlivened by 
the same Spirit responsible for revealing this wisdom:

▪ 2:14 – “the things of the Spirit of God . . . are 
spiritually appraised.”

▪ 2:15 – “But he who is spiritual appraises all 
things, yet he himself is appraised by no one.”

▪ 2:9 – “those who love Him.”

▪ 1:18 – “us who are being saved.”



(3) They have been given the grace to receive, understand, and 
appreciate the inscrutable wisdom of God:

▪ 2:16a – “For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, THAT

HE WILL INSTRUCT HIM?”

▪ 2:16b – “But we have the mind 
of Christ.”

▪ God’s worldview.

▪ Through the biblical writers and 
the Spirit’s work of regeneration, 
that mind has been given to us.



Therefore, to be “spiritual” or “mature” is 
“to have apprehended the word of the cross 

in such a way that it has transformed the 
entire existence of the believer into its 

image—a cruciform life.”

—Grindheim, “Wisdom for the Perfect,” 708



How then shall we respond?



1. Recognize your unique ability and possession.

• 1 Corinthians 2:16 – “We have the mind of Christ.”

• Appreciate what you have as one who has been made 
“spiritual” to understand the wisdom of God.

• As a believer, not only have you been made alive from your 
spiritual deadness, not only have you been given the 
capacity to understand the “things of God,” but you have 
also been given those very things in the words of Scripture.

• We have “true truth” and the ability to understand it.



2. Mortify any infatuation for this present world.

• 1 John 2:15–17 – “Do not love the world nor the things in the 
world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not 
in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the 
lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the 
Father, but is from the world. The world is passing away, and 
also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God lives 
forever.”

• We must be thankful for the general goodness of God manifest 
in this present world, but we dare not treat this world as our 
home, nor put our trust in its potential.



“The Christian is the most contented 
man in the world, but he is the least 

contented with the world. He is like a 
traveler in an inn, perfectly satisfied with 

the inn and its accommodation, 
considering it as an inn, but putting quite 

out of all consideration the idea of 
making it his home.”

—Charles Spurgeon



“They are not the products of Christian 
insight, Christian instruction, Christian 
vision. No theology lies at the back of 

what is otherwise an apparently healthy 
rejection of current materialism in its 

cruder manifestations.” 

—Blamires, The Christian Mind, 6



3. Cultivate a worldview consistent with your identity.

• The truths of 1 Corinthians 2:6–16 have immediate 
implications for how we view what is going on in the world 
today.

• These truths of 1 Corinthians 2:6–16 not only apply to 
salvation in a basic sense, but to every aspect of our lives. 

• Convictions on truth, morality, ethics, justice, beauty, goodness 
are all derivative; they develop from the consequences of 
possessing “the mind of Christ”—the foundation upon which 
all thinking is built.



“The danger is that is Christians do not 
consciously develop a biblical approach to a 
subject, then we will unconsciously absorb 

some other philosophical approach.”

“Having a Christian worldview means being 
utterly convinced that biblical principles are 
not only true but also work better in the grit 

and grime of the real world.”

—Nancy Pearcey, Total Truth, 44, 370



4. Stop nuancing the message.

• Many professing evangelicals (“Bible-believing Christians”) are 
stumbling over each other today in the attempt to “nuance” 
the Christian message and make it attractive to the culture.

• Such attempts display utter 
contempt for the very Bible these 
leaders claim to believe.

• 1 Corinthians 2:6–16 teaches that 
God’s word is full of the black-and-
white kind of truth.



5. Prepare for the ridicule.

• 1 Corinthians 2:6–16 teaches us not to expect affirmation—or 
even ambivalence—from the culture around us.

• 1 Corinthians 1:18 – “For the word of the cross is foolishness to 
those who are perishing . . .”

• 1 Corinthians 1:27–28 – “God has chosen the foolish things of 
the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak 
things of the world to shame the things which are strong, and the 
base things of the world and the despised God has chosen, the 
things that are not, so that He may nullify the things that are.”



HAVE A QUESTION?

Use the QR code below to submit a question 
pertaining to this MotW session. We will use 

these questions to produce additional resources 
to help provide you with the answers you need. 


