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LESSON 1:
When Men Don’t 

Think

MEN OF THE WORD
September 8, 2021

“The Bible is addressed primarily, though not 
exclusively, to our understanding. That means 
the mind. This is difficult to communicate to 

modern Christians who are living in what may 
be the most anti-intellectual period of Western 
civilization. Notice, I did not say anti-academic 

or anti-technological or anti-scholarly. I said 
anti-intellectual. There is a strong current of 
antipathy to the function of the mind in the 

Christian life.” 

—R. C. Sproul, Knowing Scripture, 32
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“Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, to present your bodies a 

living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, 
which is your spiritual service of worship. And 

do not be conformed to this world, but 
be transformed by the renewing of your mind, 
so that you may prove what the will of God is, 

that which is good and acceptable and 
perfect.”

—Romans 12:1–2 

The Grave Danger

The Great Need

The Essential 
Response

Defining “the mind”

• A disposition—a pattern of making 
judgments about fundamental issues in 
life (truth vs. error; right vs. wrong; 
beauty vs. ugliness; reality vs. myth).

• What we use to perceive and make sense 
of ourselves, the world around us, God.

• The domain of convictions, values,
desires, judgments, attitudes, affections.

• Fundamentally religious in nature; it is the seat of worship. 
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• God is said to have a “mind” and “thoughts,” though they 
cannot be compared to those of His creatures (Rom 11:34; 1 
Cor 2:16; Isa 55:8).

• Man was created to reflect God’s glory (imago Dei; Gen 1:27) 
by using the mind God gave him to think analogous to God.

• Sin corrupted man’s mind—rendering it futile, corrupt, and 
blind (Gen 6:5; Rom 1:28; 2 Cor 4:4; Eph 4:18).

• Regeneration restores the mind’s capacity to think rightly (1 
Cor 2:14–16; 2 Cor 4:6; Eph 4:23).

• Christians must actively engage in renewing their minds (Rom 
12:2), in learning to think better according to God’s thoughts.

What happens when Christians do not 
renew their minds—when they fail to think 

God’s thoughts after Him?
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“The Christian mind has succumbed to the secular drift with a 
degree of weakness and nervelessness unmatched in Christian 
history. It is difficult to do justice in words to describe the 
complete loss of intellectual morale in the twentieth century 
church. One cannot characterize it without having to recourse to
language which will sound hysterical and 
melodramatic. There is no longer a Christian 
mind. There is still, of course, a Christian ethic, 
a Christian practice, and a Christian spirituality. 
. . . But as a thinking being, the modern 
Christian has succumbed to secularism.” 

—Harry Blamires, The Christian Mind, 3

“Failing to think Christianly, evangelicals have 
been forced into the role of cultural imitators 
and adapters rather than originators. In 
biblical terms, it is to be worldly and 
conformist, not decisively Christian.” 

—Guinness, Fit Bodies, Fat Minds, 14
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When Christian Men Don’t Think Christianly

Seven Consequences 

1. Compromise

• Failure to think according to God’s thoughts necessarily means 
thinking according to what are not God’s thoughts.

• Romans 12:2 – “And do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may 
prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable 
and perfect.”

• There is no such thing as neutrality. The use of the mind is 
always an issue of conformity to a standard.
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2. Enslavement

• Failure to think according to God’s thoughts permits patterns of 
thinking that will increasingly enslave the mind.

• Colossians 2:8 – “See to it that no one takes you captive 
through philosophy and empty deception, according to the 
tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the 
world, rather than according to Christ.”

• The world, the flesh, and Satan actively seek to attract 
Christians to patterns of thinking that rob them of the holiness, 
freedom, and joy of the gospel. 

3. Cowardice

• Failure to think according to God’s thoughts creates a 
deficiency of the courage needed to defend and promote truth 
in the face of opposition. 

• This failure leads Christians to think their 
calling is to be “nice” and “non-offensive” 
in response to false teaching and 
immorality. 

• The great commandment of non-thinkers: 
“Whatever you say, don’t offend!”
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“An important contributory factor to the loss of mental morale 
by the Church has been a misguided conception of Christian 

charity. It has been assumed that the charitable man suppresses 
his views in the same way that he subordinates personal 

interest. A wild fancy has taken hold of many Christians. They 
have come to imagine that just as the unselfish man restrains 

himself from snatching another piece of cake, so too he 
restrains himself from putting forward his point of view.” 

—Blamires, The Christian Mind, 39
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“But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, 
because he stood condemned. For prior to the coming of certain 
men from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles; but when they 
came, he began to withdraw and hold himself aloof, fearing the 

party of the circumcision. The rest of the Jews joined him in 
hypocrisy, with the result that even Barnabas was carried away by 

their hypocrisy.  But when I saw that they were not straightforward 
about the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas in the presence of 
all, ‘If you, being a Jew, live like the Gentiles and not like the Jews, 

how is it that you compel the Gentiles to live like Jews?’”

—Galatians 2:11–14 
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4. Downfall

• Failure to think according to God’s thoughts leaves the mind 
open and vulnerable to the onslaught of temptation.

• James 1:14-15 – “But each one is tempted when he is carried 
away and enticed by his own lust [desire]. Then when lust has 
conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it 
brings forth death.”

• If “lust” (sinful desire) is not being mortified by the right kind 
of thinking, it will not remain docile but will adulterate the 
Christian’s thinking and leave him weakened to its fancies.

“As it is a heartwarming work, so it 
is that which will keep your hearts 

and souls from sinful thoughts. 
When the vessel is full you can put 

in no more.”

—William Bridge, “The Sweetness and 
Profitableness of Divine Meditation,” 

3:131
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5. Fear

• Failure to think according to God’s thoughts makes one 
susceptible to ungodly fear. 

• Ungodly fear is the opposite of intelligent faith. If you don’t fear 
God, you will fear anything else.

• Psalm 46:1–2 – “God is our refuge and strength, a very present 
help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear, though the earth 
should change and though the mountains slip into the heart of 
the sea; though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains 
quake at its swelling pride.”

6. Sentimentalism 

• Failure to think according to God’s thoughts directs one to look 
to feelings to define “truth.”

“Many of us have become sensuous Christians, 
living by our feelings rather than through our 
understanding of the Word of God. Sensuous 
Christians cannot be moved to service, prayer, 

or study unless they ‘feel like it.’ . . . Their ‘inner 
feelings’ become the ultimate test of truth.” 

—R. C. Sproul, Knowing Scripture, 31
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• The “faith” of many professing Christians (“moralistic 
therapeutic deism”):

1. A god exists who created and ordered the world and 
watches over human life.

2. God wants people to be good, nice, and fair to each other.

3. The central goal of life is to be happy and to 
feel good about oneself.

4. God does not need to be personally involved in 
one’s life except when He is needed to resolve 
a problem.

5. Good people go to heaven when they die.

“When any new fact enters the human mind 
it must proceed to make itself at home; it 

must proceed to introduce itself to the 
previous denizens of the house. That process 

of introduction of new facts is called 
thinking. And, contrary to what seems to be 

quite generally supposed, thinking cannot be 
avoided by the Christian man.” 

—J. Gresham Machen, What Is Faith?, 242
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7. Desecration 

• Failure to think according to God’s thoughts dishonors the One 
whose image we reflect and distorts the worship due Him.

• Psalm 73:22 – “When my heart was embittered And I was 
pierced within, then I was senseless and ignorant; I was like a 
beast before You.”

• John 4:24 – “God is spirit, and those who worship Him must 
worship in spirit and truth.”

• Colossians 3:16

“The goal of the Christian life is not 
external conformity or mindless action, 
but a passionate love for God informed 
by the mind and embraced by the will.”

—Kelly Kapic, “Introduction,” Overcoming Sin 
and Temptation, 28
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Where from here?

“If the church as a whole is losing its ability to 
be salt and light in the culture, it is not because 
its members have no opinion of the films of 
Bernardo Bertolucci, no appreciation for the 
poetry of Emily Dickinson, and no regular slot 
on The Charlie Rose Show. More likely, it is 
because they do not have a solid grasp of the 
basic elements of the faith, as taught in 
Scripture and affirmed by the confessions and 
catechisms of the church.“

—Carl Trueman, The Real Scandal of the Evangelical Mind
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