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Introduction: “Particularly apparent here is Paul’s sensitivity as a pastor: He avoids naming the culprit (vv. 5–8); he recognizes that Christian discipline is not simply retributive but also remedial (vv. 6, 7); he understands the feelings and psychological needs of the wrongdoer (vv. 6–8); he appeals to his own conduct as an example for the Christians to follow (v. 10); and he is aware of the divisive operation of Satan within the Christian community (v. 11).”
The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, 2 Corinthians, Murray J. Harris, p. 328
Copy and Memorize 2 Corinthians 5:2–3.


Day One
2 Corinthians 2:5–9 — Reaffirming and Forgiving Love
1. 	Before studying the specific situation in the Corinthian church that Paul described in 2 Corinthians 2, review his teaching on church discipline in 1 Corinthians 5 and Jesus’s teaching in Matthew 18:15–18. Record 3–5 key points that stand out to you.



2.	In 2 Corinthians 2:5, what did Paul say about the unnamed person who had caused sorrow in the Corinthian church?



3.	From 2:6–8, what action did the church take regarding the person causing sorrow? What did Paul want them to do next, and why?



4.	In verse 9, what would the church’s response to the one who caused sorrow prove to Paul about them?



5.	According to Matthew 18:23–35, what does a forgiving attitude reveal about a person’s character before God?



	a.	Heart Check: Are you ready and willing to graciously forgive, receive, love, and comfort those who repent of their sins, even if they have caused you pain or sorrow? Pray now for Christlikeness in this area.



Day Two
2 Corinthians 2:10–11 — Reassuring Obedience
1.	From 2 Corinthians 2:10–11, what were Paul’s personal and corporate reasons for forgiveness of the unnamed brother?




2.	As Paul recognized that he was living “in the presence of Christ” (verse 10), how should remembering that believers are accountable to the Lord for their actions motivate the way they live? Find another Scripture passage that supports your answer.



3.	In verse 11, Paul describes Satan’s work as “taking advantage” of believers and “scheming” against them. How can recognizing this evil intent help believers resist these plots?



	a.	Reflect and Pray: List one or two ways Satan could use human unforgiveness to scheme against the church. Take time to pray for your church, that it would remain aware of and resistant to those schemes.



Day Three
2 Corinthians 2:12–14 — Reconsidering Plans
1.	From 2:12, why did Paul go to Troas, and why didn’t he stay there? 



2.	Dig Deeper: Using your study Bible notes or another resource, list two or three facts about what Macedonia was like in Paul’s day. Looking ahead, what do you learn about Paul’s time there from 2 Corinthians 7:5–7?



3.	As you think about Paul’s account of his travels and intentions in verses 12–14, list two or three things that stand out to you.



	a.	Reflect and Pray: How can even these seemingly mundane verses serve to encourage and instruct you in your daily life? Be specific.



Day Four
2 Corinthians 2:14–16a — Resounding Thanks
	
	Note: “Here begins the so-called ‘great digression,’ [2:14–7:4] brought about by Paul’s remembering his happy reunion with Titus in Macedonia, who brought encouraging news from Corinth that relieved Paul’s fretful tension (7:5–16). In the favorable Corinthian reaction to the ‘letter of tears,’ reported by Titus, Paul saw God’s vindication of his apostleship and a triumph of God’s grace in the hearts of the Corinthians.”
The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, 2 Corinthians, Murray J. Harris, p. 311

1.	Describe Paul’s transition and flow of thought from verses 12–13 to verse 14. How did his tone shift?





2.	How did Paul describe his ministry as an apostle in verse 14?



	a.	Heart Check: What opportunities has the Lord given you to bear witness to Him? Have you taken them? List two or three ways you would like to grow in your confidence to share the gospel with others.
 Of 



	b.	Take Action: Write a brief prayer of thanksgiving to God for how He has led you in the past and is leading you today.



3.	From verses 15–16, how did the apostles’ message about Christ have a different impact on those who were being saved and those who were perishing, and why?



	a.	Dig Deeper: Find one or two other Scriptures that show how hearing the gospel has different effects on people’s hearts and minds.



Day Five
2 Corinthians 2:16b–17 — Resulting Outcomes
1.	What question did Paul ask at the end of verse 16, what is the unspoken answer, and what is the point Paul was making? See also 1 Corinthians 15:10 and 2 Corinthians 3:4–6.



2.	In verse 17, how did Paul describe his apostolic ministry, both negatively and positively?



	a.	Reflect and Pray: List two or three ways that believers can train themselves to discriminate between those who preach Christ sincerely and those who have selfish motives for ministry. 
		Pray for the pastors and teachers at your church, that they would avoid watering down or altering the Word of God in any way, and that they would be faithful to preach the whole counsel of God’s Word.
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I.  The Scent of Love 		2 Corinthians 2:1-4

II.  The Scent of Forgiveness	 2 Corinthians 2:5-11

  III.  The Scent of Christ	     2 Corinthians  2:12-17


Additional Resources:

· The Blessings of Forgiveness, Parts 1–3 – 2 Corinthians 2:5–11 
John MacArthur, February 27, 1994 
https://www.gty.org/sermons/47-8/the-blessings-of-forgiveness-part-1

· Hope for Discouraged Saints – 2 Corinthians 2:12–17 
John MacArthur, July 19, 2020 
https://www.gty.org/sermons/81-86/hope-for-discouraged-saints  
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