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Spring 2022 • LESSON 2

Introduction: Numbers 15–25 are primarily dark chapters narrating the stubborn rebellion and disobedience of God’s chosen people. However, there are glimmers of hope seen in Numbers 15:1–3 and 17 which demonstrate that even though God’s people often stood in opposition to Him, God’s plans to bring them into the land of Canaan persevered.
Prayer Focus

As you study this week, remember the big picture of God’s redemptive plan and thank Him for His faithfulness. Before you begin your lesson each day, ask the Lord to give you a humble heart to receive instruction from His Word and deepen your understanding of His faithfulness and mercy toward an often unfaithful people.
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Day One
Numbers 15–16; Rebellion in the Wilderness
NOTE: Chapters 15–19 cover the entire thirty-seven years of Israel’s rebellion, with chapter 15 focusing on the accomplishment of God’s plan to bring Israel into the promised land despite their rebellion and chapter 16 focusing on the huge rebellion by the Levites (Korah) and the 250 leaders of the congregation.

1.
Remembering how last week’s study ended in Numbers 14, what takes place in 15:1–21, and why is that significant?

2.
Who rebels in Numbers 16:1–3, and against whom do they rebel?
3.
Numbers 16 describes the rebellion and punishment of Korah and others, including Dathan and Abiram. According to 16:1–3 and 10–14, what sins were at the heart of their complaints?
4.
In Numbers 16:41, how did the congregation respond to God’s judgment of the rebels?
5.
In your own words, summarize Numbers 16:42–50 and how Israel’s complete rebellion was stopped.


a.
What role did Aaron fulfill in verses 47–48, and why is that significant considering the reason the rebellion happened? (See Romans 5:8–10.) How does this encourage you today?

Day Two
Numbers 17–19; God’s Instructions for Priests and Purification
1.
After Aaron’s priestly authority had been challenged in Numbers 16, summarize how the narrative in chapter 17 shows God’s affirmation of Aaron’s position.

a.
From 17:4–5 and 9–13 what was the purpose of setting up Aaron’s rod?
2.
As the narrative continues in Numbers 18 with the clarification of the role of the Levites, how does verse 6 emphasize their responsibilities?

a.
How do you see God’s grace displayed in Numbers 18, and how does that encourage you?

3.
Chapter 19 details a special sacrifice involving the ashes of a red heifer for use in the process of purification. Identify some of the directives in verses 1–10 and 17–19.


a.
What was the purpose of the red heifer sacrifice, and why would this have been especially important
while Israel wandered in the wilderness?


b.
According to Numbers 19:20, what would happen to the person who refused the provision of this sacrifice, and why is that significant?
4.
This particular sacrifice is mentioned in Hebrews 9:13–14. From that text and Hebrews 13:11–13, what is the connection between this Old Testament sacrifice and Christ’s New Covenant sacrifice?
Day Three
Numbers 20–21; God’s Purging for the Promised Land
NOTE: This narrative takes place in the first month of the Israelites’ last year in the wilderness.
1.
Numbers 20 begins with recording Miriam’s death and then describes the Israelites complaints, once again, about lack of water. In verses 8͓–11, what did God instruct Moses and Aaron to do, and what did they actually do?

a.
According to 20:12 and Psalm 106:32–33, of what sin were Moses and Aaron guilty, and what was the consequence?
2.
In 20:14–22, the Edomites, descendants of Esau whom God had warned Israel NOT to attack (See Deuteronomy 2:4–6.), forbade Israel to pass through their land. As the Israelites move on and Aaron’s impending death is foretold in verses 25–27, what was the purpose of passing Aaron’s garments to his son?
3.
Numbers 21:1–3 and 21–35 records three battles with the nations. According to verses 3 and 34, who is ultimately responsible for winning these battles? How should this have inspired the people?
4.
In 21:4–6, what victory did God give Israel, what sin did they then commit, and how did God punish them?
5.
In your own words, summarize what happens in 21:7–9, then consider John 3:14–16 and write a brief prayer of thanksgiving for what the death of Christ accomplished for believers.
Day Four
Numbers 22–23; Balak’s Curses and Balaam’s Prophecies
1.
In Numbers 22:1–11 as word of the Israelite victories reached Balak, the Moabite king, whom did he summon for help and what was his request?
2.
From verses 12–21, summarize how and under what conditions Balaam ended up doing the king’s bidding.
3.
Skim 22:22–33 and note how God used Balaam’s donkey to rebuke him. From verse 31, what intervention was needed for Balaam to understand his folly? What implications does this have today?
4.
Numbers 23:7–12 records Balaam’s first oracle and the king’s angry response after he asked Balaam to offer elaborate sacrifices. Who put the words in Balaam’s mouth, and what was the main point of Balaam’s oracle?
5.
Numbers 23:18–24 record Balaam’s second oracle from God. What attributes of God do you see displayed in this text?

a.
Despite man’s best efforts to thwart the plan of God, how does this section encourage you to trust Him?
Day Five
Numbers 24–25; Balaam’s Final Prophecy and Israel’s Harlotry
1.
Considering Balaam’s final two oracles in chapter 24, specifically verses 5–9 and 17–19, what are some connections to the Abrahamic covenant that you notice? See Genesis 12:2–3 and 13:14–17.
2.
From chapter 25:1–5, what sin did the Israelites commit and how were they punished? Look ahead to Numbers 31:16. According to these verses, whose counsel brought about Israel’s sin?
3.
Numbers 25:6 recounts another shameful incident. From 25:7–13, how did Phinehas respond, and what was God’s evaluation of and reward for his actions?

a.
What does Psalm 106:28–31 say about the effects of Phinehas’ zeal, and what does this reinforce about true faith? See also Genesis 15:6 and Romans 4:3.

b.
Consider your own “zeal” for God and the impact of your obedience to His commands. How does what you have studied this week encourage you to greater obedience?
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March 23, 2022
God Demonstrates His Faithfulness to Israel in the Wilderness
I.  Despite Israel’s Rebellion (Numbers 15–21:9)
II.  Despite the Opposition of the Nations (Numbers 21–24)
Our memory passage for the year is Hebrews 11, and this week’s verses are 27–28:





“By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the rage of the king; for he endured, as seeing Him who is unseen.


By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of the blood, 


so that he who destroyed the firstborn would not touch them.” (LSB)











