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FALL 2021 • LESSON 1

Introduction

This year our study will take us through the Pentateuch, the first five books of the Bible. The weekly lessons are designed to deepen our understanding of God’s character and His plan of redemption and grow personally in the spiritual disciplines of study, prayer, and memorization. Before you begin your lesson each day, ask the Lord to give you a humble heart to receive instruction from His Word and better understand the depth of His great love for and redemption of His people.
This week’s lesson is an overview of Genesis which reveals who God is, where the people of Israel came from, who they were as a nation, and the nature of the covenant that God made with them. Major themes found in Genesis include sin, redemption, covenant, blessing and cursing and good and evil. The messianic promise in Genesis 3:15 is expanded in the Abrahamic covenant and provides the structure for the entire book. Because of their sin, mankind deserves cursing, but God blesses His people. Evil abounds in the book of Genesis, but what man means for evil, God means for good (Genesis 50:20).
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Day One
Selected Scriptures from Genesis 1-11; Beginnings: God’s Covenant Necessitated
1. According to Genesis 1:1-2, who created the heavens and the earth, and in what condition was it created?
2.
In Genesis 1:26-29 and 2:15-25, what are some of the unique details about how God created man and woman 
and their purpose in God’s creation?
3.
According to Genesis 2:16-17 and 3:1-13, what happened to alter God’s perfect creation?
a.
Briefly summarize God’s curse of the Serpent and His judgment on the woman and the man.

4.
In Genesis 3:15, what promise did God make, which is the very first mention of His plan to redeem fallen humanity?
5.
According to Genesis 3:21, how did God cover Adam and Eve’s nakedness and shame? What did it foreshadow? See Isaiah 61:10 and Hebrews 9:11-14.
6.
From the following verses, briefly describe the way sin spread, and if applicable, God’s response.
a.
Genesis 4:1-16




b.    Genesis 6:1-8, 11-13; 7:1-7
c.
Genesis 11:1-9

Day Two
Selected Scriptures from Genesis 12-18; Abraham: God’s Covenant Established
1.
In Genesis 12:1-5, what was God’s instruction and promise to Abram?

a.
This promise of God in Genesis 12:1-5 is called the Abrahamic Covenant and is the next phase of revelation of God’s redemptive plan following Genesis 3:15. What new information is given in Genesis 15 and Genesis 17:1-8 about the coming “serpent crusher” or “seed” and God’s plan of redemption?
2.
According to Genesis 15:6, how did Abraham respond to God’s promise, and what was the result?
a. From your own knowledge of the Bible knowledge or from a commentary or other resource, what does it mean to be counted righteous? What implications does this have for you?
Day Three
Selected Scriptures from Genesis 16-17 and 22-23; Abraham and Isaac: The Provision of the Covenant
1. Skim Genesis 16 and summarize what Abraham and Sarah did to try to accomplish God’s promise themselves.
2. From Genesis 17:15-21, how did God respond to Abraham’s desire to use Ishmael to further His covenant purpose? Who was God’s choice to be in a covenantal relationship with Him and continue His plan to bless the world?
3.
In Genesis 22:1-3, what did God ask Abraham to do and why, and how did Abraham and Isaac respond? How does Hebrews 11:17-19 deepen your understanding of their response?
4.
According to verses 9-14, how did God provide for Abraham? What does this foreshadow about God’s redemptive plan?
5.
As the narrative of Abraham’s life continues, what stands out to you in the account of Sarah’s death and burial? (Keep in mind God’s covenant promise to Abraham of land, seed, and blessing.)
a. Do you think that Abraham received what was promised? How does Hebrews 11:8-12 help you better understand this passage?
Day Four
Selected Scriptures from Genesis 24-36; The Patriarchs: God’s Covenant Reaffirmed 
1.
What does Abraham do in Genesis 24:1-9 and how does this connect to God’s covenant with him?
2.
From Genesis 26:1-5, summarize God’s interaction with Isaac and its significance.
3.
Skim the story of Isaac’s sons, Jacob and Esau, in Genesis 25:19-23, 29-34, and Genesis 27 and briefly summarize their relationship.
4.
In Genesis 28:1-5, what did Isaac direct Jacob to do as the recipient of God’s continued covenantal blessing?
5.
What is the significance of God’s actions in Genesis 32:26-30 and 35:8-15?

6.
According to Genesis 49:8-10, through which son would God’s covenant promises be fulfilled? Using the notes in your Bible or another commentary, summarize the meaning of this promise and its relationship to Genesis 3:15.
7.
Cross reference Romans 9:6-8 and 10-16. What do these accounts reveal about God’s character, His choice, and His covenant?
Day Five
Selected Scriptures from Genesis 37-50; Joseph: God’s Covenant People Preserved
1.
Skim Genesis 37 and summarize in one or two sentences what Joseph’s relationship was with his family and how he ended up in Egypt.
2.
After years of trials and imprisonment, what happened to Joseph in Genesis 41:37-49?
3.
God’s brought Joseph to a position of authority so that he could prepare for a great famine that was coming (Genesis 41:14-36, 46-49, 53-57). According to Genesis 42:1-5 and 43:1-2, what did Joseph’s father and brothers do when the famine threatened their lives?

a.
How does this account show God’s covenant faithfulness, protection, and provision for His people?

4.
According to Genesis 50:20, what confidence did Joseph have about God’s purposes?

5.
In Genesis 50:24-26, what were Joseph’s last instructions? How does this exhortation and request relate to the Abrahamic covenant?
6.
The book of Genesis was written by Moses after the establishment of the nation of Israel while the people prepared to enter the promised land, defeat the inhabitants, and possess the land. Why would this recollection of their beginnings be important? How does God’s faithfulness to His people then help you trust Him today?
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Our memory passage for the year is Hebrews 11. This week’s text are verses 1-2:





Now faith is the certainty of things hoped for, a proof of things not seen. 


For by it the people of old gained approval.








