
Basic Bible 
Study
Thirteen Practical Steps – Part Three



“The law of the LORD is perfect, restoring the soul; 
The testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple.

The precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; 
The commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes.

The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; 
The judgments of the LORD are true; they are righteous altogether.

They are more desirable than gold, yes, than much fine gold; 
Sweeter also than honey and the drippings of the honeycomb.

Moreover, by them Your servant is warned; 
In keeping them there is great reward.”

—Psalm 19:7–11 



1. Acknowledge your need for truth.

2. Pray for divine assistance.

3. Choose the right translation.

4. Read the whole book.

Basic Bible 
Study, Pt 1

Steps 1–4

REVIEW



5. Consider the book’s background.

6. Identify the book’s structure.

7. Study according to paragraphs.
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8. Compare good translations.

PRINCIPLE: The faithful study of Scripture benefits from the 
comparison of reliable translations.

• Comparing several good 
translations is especially 
helpful for those who cannot 
study the text in its original 
language.

• Finding differences piques 
interest and highlights areas 
for further investigation.



Comparing Translations – Romans 8:26

New American Standard English Standard Version Christian Standard Bible

In the same way the Spirit 
also helps our weakness;
for we do not know how

to pray as we should, 
but the Spirit Himself 
intercedes for us with 
groanings too deep for 

words;

Likewise the Spirit 
helps us in our weakness. 
For we do not know what 
to pray for as we ought, 

but the Spirit himself 
intercedes for us with 
groanings too deep for 

words. 

In the same way the Spirit 
also joins to help in our weakness, 

because we do not know what 
to pray for as we should, 

but the Spirit Himself 
intercedes for us with 
unspoken groanings. 

• “also helps” (NASB) vs. “helps” (ESV) vs. “also joins to help” (CSB)

• “how” (NASB) vs. “what” (ESV, CSB)

• “too deep for words” (NASB, ESV) vs. “unspoken” (CSB)



9. Ask the right questions.

PRINCIPLE: The faithful study of 

Scripture asks good questions—not 

with predetermined answers but with 

a sincere hunger for truth.

• The quality of Bible study often comes down to the quality of the 

questions asked.

• Nothing should be taken for granted; no detail should be assumed 

inconsequential.



“I Keep Six Honest Serving Men . . .” —Rudyard Kipling

I keep six honest serving-men
(They taught me all I knew);

Their names are What and Why and When
And How and Where and Who.

I send them over land and sea,
I send them east and west;

But after they have worked for me,
I give them all a rest.

I let them rest from nine till five,
For I am busy then,

As well as breakfast, lunch, and tea,
For they are hungry men.

But different folk have different views; 
I know a person small—

She keeps ten million serving-men,
Who get no rest at all!

She sends’em abroad on her own affairs,
From the second she opens her eyes-

One million Hows, two million Wheres,
And seven million Whys!



• Write the paragraph out on paper to allow for marking up the text 

and adding notes.

• Devise a system for 

marking the same kinds of 

details (main verbs, 

prepositional phrases, 

pronouns, etc.).

• Capture your key questions 

and observations.

• Do whatever it takes to increase inquisitiveness and resist the 

illusion of mastery.



• A “Journaling” 
Bible can be 
very helpful. 

• Large margins 
provide space 
to record 
observations 
or questions.



• A “Loose Leaf 
Bible” provides 
even more 
space for note-
taking.



10. Resist reading between the lines.

PRINCIPLE: The faithful study of Scripture focuses on what is 

written, not on what is absent. 

• Curiosity is essential for Bible study.

• But readers must trust that what they 
need is what God has written, and not 
what God has hidden.

• Reading “between the lines” is as dangerous as taking a text out of 
context. 



• Deuteronomy 29:29 – “The secret things belong to the LORD our 

God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our sons forever, 

that we may observe all the words of this law.”

• 1 Corinthians 4:6 – “Now these things, brethren, I have figuratively 
applied to myself and Apollos for your sakes, so that in us you may 
learn not to exceed what is written, so that no one of you will 
become arrogant in behalf of one against the other.”



“Let us remember here, as in all religious 
doctrine, that we ought to hold to one rule of 

modesty and sobriety: not to speak, or guess, or 
even to seek to know, concerning obscure 

matters anything except what has been 
imparted to us by God’s Word. . . .

“For this reason, if we would be duly wise, we 
must leave those empty speculations which idle 

men have taught apart from God’s Word 
concerning the nature, orders, and number of 

angels.



“I know that many persons more greedily seize upon and take 
more delight in them than in such things as have been put to 

daily use. But, if we are not ashamed of being Christ’s disciples, 
let us not be ashamed to follow that method which he has 
prescribed. Thus it will come to pass that, content with his 
teaching, we shall not only abandon but also abhor those 
utterly empty speculations from which he calls us back.”

—John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, 1.14.4



“Do not try to pry further than God hath 
revealed; your thoughts must be still bounded 

by the word. There is no duty that a fanatic 
brain is more apt to abuse than meditation. 

When men are once able to raise their 
thoughts, they soar too high, and being puffed 
up with their fleshly mind, intrude themselves 

into things that they have not seen.”

—Thomas Manton, “Sermons upon Genesis 24:63,” 
Works, 17.278



11. Consult the best commentaries.

PRINCIPLE: The faithful study of Scripture appreciates the efforts of 

gifted pastors and teachers throughout history and incorporates the 

fruit of their labors.

• Key resources include Study Bible notes, sermons, 

and commentaries. 

• Get recommendations from trusted teachers. 

Avoid reliance on a single resource or author.

• Use these resources to deepen, correct, or affirm

your understanding of the text.



“And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as 
evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the 
saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; 
until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the 

Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which 
belongs to the fullness of Christ.”

—Ephesians 4:11–13 



“Some, under pretense of being taught of the Spirit of 
God, refuse to be instructed by books or by living men. 
This is no honoring of the Spirit of God; it is disrespect 
for Him, for if He gives to some of His servants more 
light than to others—and it is clear He does—then 

they are bound to give that light to others, and to use 
it for the good of the church. But if the other part of 
the church refuses to receive that light, to what end 
did the Spirit of God give it? This would imply that 

there is a mistake somewhere in the economy of God’s 
gifts and graces, which is managed by the Holy Spirit.”

—Charles Spurgeon, Words of Counsel 
for Christian Workers, 111



12. Be accountable to others.

PRINCIPLE: The faithful study of Scripture 

takes place in the context of the local 

church. 

• Scripture is clear enough to be interpreted by every believer.

• But the rejection of a single interpreter for the church—a pope—does 
not then imply that any interpretation of the Bible is good since it is 
done by the individual.

• Ignorance, inadequate study, incorrect hermeneutics, and the influence 
of sin necessitate the involvement of other believers—especially elders.



“The brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea, 
and when they arrived, they went into the synagogue of the Jews. Now 

these were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for they 
received the word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily

to see whether these things were so.”

—Acts 17:10–11



“Reading the Bible with fellow 
believers helps us to gain insights 

that we would otherwise miss. 
Also, our brothers and sisters can 
guard us from straying into false 

interpretations and 
misapplications.”

—Plummer, Forty Questions about 
Interpreting the Bible, 105



13. Obey what the text teaches.

PRINCIPLE: The faithful study of Scripture must be followed by the 

faithful application of its message.

• Accurate application is dependent upon accurate interpretation. 

• Bathe your interpretive results in prayerful obedience, to the glory of 
God.

• “Heart appropriation, not 
merely head apprehension is 
the true goal of Bible study” 
(Roy Zuck).



“But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers 
who delude themselves. For if anyone is a hearer of the word 

and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a 
mirror; for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has 
immediately forgotten what kind of person he was. But one who 
looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by 

it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, 
this man will be blessed in what he does.” 

—James 1:22-25



Helpful Questions to Guide in Application

1. Is there a truth in this text to believe about God?

2. Is there a truth to believe about some other doctrine?

3. Is there a command to obey?

4. Is there a promise to claim?

5. Is there an example to follow?

6. Is there an error in behavior or thinking to avoid?

7. Is there a condition to meet?

8. Is there a wisdom to shape a Christian’s life?

9. Is there a principle to follow for making decisions?

10. Is there a prayer to pattern?



“Scripture can rule us only so far as it is 
understood, and it is understood only so 

far as it is properly interpreted. A 
misinterpreted Bible is a misunderstood 

Bible, which will lead us out of God’s way 
rather than in it. Interpretation must be 

right if biblical authority is to be real in our 
lives and in our churches.”

—J. I. Packer, “Give Me Understanding,” 104



1. Acknowledge your need for truth.

2. Pray for divine assistance.

3. Choose the right translation.

4. Read the whole book.
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5. Consider the book’s background.

6. Identify the book’s structure.

7. Study according to paragraphs.
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8. Compare good translations. 

9. Ask the right questions.

10. Resist reading between the lines.

11. Consult the best commentaries.

12. Be accountable to others.

13. Obey what the text teaches.
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Recommended Resources for 
Beginners

Basics of Bible Study:

• Richard Mayhue, How to Study the 

Bible.

• Howard G. Hendricks and William D.  

Hendricks, Living by the Book.

Meditating on Scripture:

• David Saxton, God’s Battle Plan for the Mind.


