Basic Bible
Study

Thirteen Practical Steps — Part Three




“The law of the LORD is perfect, restoring the soul;

The testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple.
The precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart;
The commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes.
The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever;

The judgments of the LORD are true; they are righteous altogether.
They are more desirable than gold, yes, than much fine gold;
Sweeter also than honey and the drippings of the honeycomb.
Moreover, by them Your servant is warned;

In keeping them there is great reward.”

—Psalm 19:7-11



1. Acknowledge your need for truth.
2. Pray for divine assistance.
3. Choose the right translation.

4. Read the whole book.

Basic Bible
Study, Pt 1

Steps 1-4

REVIEW



5. Consider the book’s background.
6. Identify the book’s structure.

7. Study according to paragraphs.

Basic Bible
Study, Pt 2

Steps 5—7

REVIEW



8. Compare good translations.

PRINCIPLE: The faithful study of Scripture benefits from the
comparison of reliable translations.

M «

English Standard Version

1 John 1:1-4

1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard,
which we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and

have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life--

2 the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify
to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the

Father and was made manifest to us--

3 that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you,

so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our

fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.

4 And we are writing these things so that our joy may be

complete.
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New American Standard Bible

1John 1:1-4

1 What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we
have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched

with our hands, concerning the Word of Life -

2 and the life was manifested, and we have seen and testify
and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father

and was manifested to us-

3 what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, so
that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our

fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.

4 These things we write, so that our joy may be made

complete.

Comparing several good
translations is especially
helpful for those who cannot
study the text in its original
language.

Finding differences piques
interest and highlights areas
for further investigation.



Comparing Translations — Romans 8:26

New American Standard | English Standard Version Christian Standard Bible

In the same way the Spirit Likewise the Spirit In the same way the Spirit

also helps our weakness; | helps us in our weakness. | also joins to help in our weakness,

for we do not know how | For we do not know what | because we do not know what
to pray as we should, to pray for as we ought, to pray for as we should,

but the Spirit Himself but the Spirit himself but the Spirit Himself
intercedes for us with intercedes for us with intercedes for us with

groanings too deep for groanings too deep for unspoken groanings.
words; words.

* “also helps” (NASB) vs. “helps” (ESV) vs. “also joins to help” (CSB)
* “how” (NASB) vs. “what” (ESV, CSB)

 “too deep for words” (NASB, ESV) vs. “unspoken” (CSB)




9. Ask the right questions. | Q_h_gi

- TN\
PRINCIPLE: The faithful study of ch(ev% { /’kw‘g/i
Scripture asks good questions—not ‘/?\W “e’rc\
with predetermined answers but with ( hbw/\ \J/ Whaan
a sincere hunger for truth. TSR o
i who )

 The quality of Bible study often comes down to the quality of the
guestions asked.

 Nothing should be taken for granted; no detail should be assumed
inconsequential.



“l Keep Six Honest Serving Men . ..” —Rudyard Kipling

| keep six honest serving-men
(They taught me all | knew);
Their names are What and Why and When

And How and Where and Who. But different folk have different views;

| know a person small—
She keeps ten million serving-men,

| send them over land and sea,
Who get no rest at all!

| send them east and west;
But after they have worked for me,

. She sends’em abroad on her own affairs,
| give them all a rest.

From the second she opens her eyes-
One million Hows, two million Wheres,

| let them rest from nine till five, .
And seven million Whys!

For | am busy then,
As well as breakfast, lunch, and tea,
For they are hungry men.



 Write the paragraph out on paper to allow for marking up the text
and adding notes.

* Devise a system for g 2
marking the same kinds of O a v

©remticny ~rvey

M vl Beeoras YO

details (main verbs,
prepositional phrases,
pronouns, etc.).

e Capture your key questions
and observations.

Do whatever it takes to increase inquisitiveness and resist the
illusion of mastery.




)

* A “ournaling’
Bible can be
very helpful.

Large margins
provide space
to record
observations
or questions.




xd up with the eleven,
ddressed thy
v

2105
212 All were Brothers, | can speak
s about our forefather et
and his

od and wa buried,
y are drunk di 30 So then, because he
y;

231 Dasid m
about the resurrection
d 10 Hade
2:32 This J

hem: “You men

was spoken about throu

And in the last days ir will be

that I will p
Ppeople,

and your sons
proph.

and your young men will e

(
and your old men will dreans dpons
18 /m: on my servants, botl men and

/m//, r out my Spirit in those

and they will prophesy

ulous signs on the earth below,
d fire and clouds of smoke
hanged to darkness

0 Zihe sion willl
and the moon to blood
before the g

Lord com

2:21 And then everyone n/mu/l/\ on th

Jrame of the Lord

el,
arenc, & man cleard,
d with powerful

1 10 a cross at

entiles. 2:24 But God raised him up,

/ saw the Lord always 1 front of me,
Sor ke is at my right hand'so that | will
not be shaken.

2:26 Therefore my heart was glad and my
ltongue rejoiced:
my: body also will live in hope,

27 because you will not leave
//m. s,
nor permit your Holy
decay

e my soul in
One 1o experience

You have made known to me the
paths of lif

you will make me full of joy with your
resence

aur out my Spirit on all

and your daughters wilt

it and glorious day of the

the hands

. God
The Lond said 1o my lord,
Sit at my right hand
35 until I make your enemies a
Sootstool, for your fe
2 hereft
beyond a doubt that God ha

whom you crucified both Lord and Christ

days, Naw _when they heard thi
ly Jhlr\ S

id (o them, “Repent,
of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Ch
for the forgiveness of your sins,
receive the gift of the
promise is for you
who are far away

will_call to_himself 3
words he and exhorted them
Ives from this perverse genc
1" 2:41 So those who accepted his mosss
© baptized, and that day about three thou
people were added

oly Spirit.
d your children,

ship, to_the

45 and they h(
- possessions and dis
mm,uw the_procee cryone. as anyone
had need. 2:46 Every day they continued h
er_together b n‘nm the temple
hopse—tahouse

their property a

WMMNOVL

hat he b sy
tomb is with

7 of the Christ Ty

all the house of Israel know
made this Jesus

they were
dand said 10 Peter and the rest
What should we do, brothers?”
and each one

and you wifl

Jhemselves to the”

\ncluA

Proceuches l;mu

eMGehoeiq, over an
vllnnc%)

)

’{&dw. dw\ﬂf

John Heal o Lame ygg
\m |>

eter 1ml John were

Lihres o7

And 3 lame from biny  £7OP!
¥ied up. Who was placs $
Galled Ve Beautiful s
for T money from those

ns. 3.3 3 When h
wple courts, he
ed directly 32

\)‘\\.

thing from mcm 3.
I h.n\ no m\u
the

. bl
Y the right hand
once the man's feet .Ind
jrong. 38 He
alking arou
mun_mlEl. - o
=

cople s
d”praising (.m 3:10 and they
ecognized | mm as the man who used to sit and P
ask mr ‘km.m(ms at th L the ¢
|u le. and they were filled with @stonishme:
andamazementyat what had ha I[\p\md [T

Peter Addresses the

Crowd
3:11 While the man
-md John, all the

the people, “Men of Tsracl
edhat this? Why do you stare at
Tade this man walk by our own
13 The God of Abraham
ob, the God of our forefathers, has
servant Jesus, whom you handed
ected in the presence .»1 Pilate after
he had decided o release him
rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked
that a man who was a murderer be released to
315 You killed the Originator of life
\Imm  God rised from the dead. To mm.u\m
e wiinesses! 3:16 And on the basts mm hon
)L us’ mmc his very name has made th
whos

why are you@mazes
us as if we ha
power or_pi
Is:
"Iumud his

e
B And now.

acted in ignorance, as your
tulers did wo. 3:18 But {he 30d hvnml\]

long ago through all the prophets — that hi his
¢ hnmﬁm\“ﬁfl—umnu\ n_this
way. 3:19 Therelore repent and fum back 5o that
Jour sins may be wiped out, 3:20 so that times of
may come from the presence of the
Lord"and so that he may send the Messiah ap-
pointed for you — that is, Jesus. 3:21 This one
heaven must receive until the time all thing:

breasfes 240y QR :
Vol Kt gl
) 3)(2,0*_)((,. ¥

.
g uo

» . \ma Makwayo Keeuwed £ fom oo

[rm[llul will be
saw Petes. Jrom the people

experts in the law came i
4:6 Annas the b

ph

members of the hig
making
b

today for a
W

3:14 But you kno

+tmes of vecrwan..

Lord your raise up for you @

od

het like me from among your brothers

% Mmuust obey him in everything he tells you
E

very person who does mot obey that

destroyed and thus removed
! \ o

A that God ms R
Abraham, ‘And in your descendants all the

o
e ons of the carth will be blessed.” 326 God
ol b nations of the earth wil

41 While Pe

e people, the pries
temple guard and the \ddﬂ\h\\
ry be

jail until the next day
4:4 But many of those

lm\d ) Uu message

”
h priest was there, and Caia- )Y O4P
John, Alcammiee, a0 ey e

priest’s. family

(1e&
fler W .t)if &
r.md]om S@nd w Their midst, they
,.

and elders.
d done 1o a mx man
at means this man was healed — 4:10 let it be I
wa to all of you and 10 all the people of Ista-
E N i

rucitied, whom God raised (rnm \h\
cad., this man stands before you b
Ihn k\u\ is the stone Hml was rej

among | Eumu by whi e
T %13 When they saw ml\!nus of Pel {701,0 760‘6;
and John, and discovered the  they s 4 A,

cated and ordinary men, th nd o

recognized these men had been with TG 14 m\a:tm‘\

And because they saw the man who had been & of
7 ge
healed standing with them, they had nothing to * ‘a veved 0»

ty against this. 4:15 But when they had ordered
them to £0 outside the council, they began to
confer with one another, 4:16 saying, “What
should we do with these men? For it is plain to
all who live in Jerusalem that a notable miracy- YWA
Wi

{\\ vuutw
: \uﬁuh o
Uu wawme L.k\ A A L"S‘ )

e dte ek 4o oy b |

A M.WL 'J,uLL:& W)

WO%(@ but a §it; nova ?\umn.« virhue.

“Loose Leaf
Bible” provides
even more
space for note-
taking.



10. Resist reading between the lines.

PRINCIPLE: The faithful study of Scripture focuses on what is
written, not on what is absent.

* Curiosity is essential for Bible study.

* But readers must trust that what they
need is what God has written, and not
what God has hidden.

 Reading “between the lines” is as dangerous as taking a text out of
context.



 Deuteronomy 29:29 - “The secret things belong to the LORD our
God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our sons forever,
that we may observe all the words of this law.”

* 1 Corinthians 4:6 — “Now these things, brethren, | have figuratively
applied to myself and Apollos for your sakes, so that in us you may
learn not to exceed what is written, so that no one of you will
become arrogant in behalf of one against the other.”

0 HOTSTEPHERESS



“Let us remember here, as in all religious
doctrine, that we ought to hold to one rule of
modesty and sobriety: not to speak, or guess, or
even to seek to know, concerning obscure
matters anything except what has been
imparted to us by God’s Word. . ..

“For this reason, if we would be duly wise, we
must leave those empty speculations which idle
men have taught apart from God’s Word
concerning the nature, orders, and number of
angels.




“I know that many persons more greedily seize upon and take
more delight in them than in such things as have been put to
daily use. But, if we are not ashamed of being Christ’s disciples,
let us not be ashamed to follow that method which he has
prescribed. Thus it will come to pass that, content with his
teaching, we shall not only abandon but also abhor those
utterly empty speculations from which he calls us back.”

—John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, 1.14.4



“Do not try to pry further than God hath
revealed; your thoughts must be still bounded
by the word. There is no duty that a fanatic
brain is more apt to abuse than meditation.
When men are once able to raise their
thoughts, they soar too high, and being puffed
up with their fleshly mind, intrude themselves
into things that they have not seen.”

—Thomas Manton, “Sermons upon Genesis 24:63,”
Works, 17.278



11. Consult the best commentaries.

PrINCIPLE: The faithful study of Scripture appreciates the efforts of
gifted pastors and teachers throughout history and incorporates the

fruit of their labors.

* Key resources include Study Bible notes, sermons,
and commentaries.

e Getrecommendations from trusted teachers.
Avoid reliance on a single resource or author.

 Use these resources to deepen, correct, or affirm
your understanding of the text.

..........
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“And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as
evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the
saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ;
until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the
Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which
belongs to the fullness of Christ.”

—Ephesians 4:11-13



“Some, under pretense of being taught of the Spirit of
God, refuse to be instructed by books or by living men.
This is no honoring of the Spirit of God; it is disrespect
for Him, for if He gives to some of His servants more
light than to others—and it is clear He does—then
they are bound to give that light to others, and to use
it for the good of the church. But if the other part of
the church refuses to receive that light, to what end
did the Spirit of God give it? This would imply that
there is a mistake somewhere in the economy of God’s
gifts and graces, which is managed by the Holy Spirit.”

—Charles Spurgeon, Words of Counsel
for Christian Workers, 111



12. Be accountable to others.

PRINCIPLE: The faithful study of Scripture
takes place in the context of the local
church.

* Scripture is clear enough to be interpreted by every believer.

 But the rejection of a single interpreter for the church—a pope—does
not then imply that any interpretation of the Bible is good since it is
done by the individual.

* |gnorance, inadequate study, incorrect hermeneutics, and the influence
of sin necessitate the involvement of other believers—especially elders.




“The brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea,
and when they arrived, they went into the synagogue of the Jews. Now
these were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for they
received the word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily
to see whether these things were so.”

—Acts 17:10-11



“Reading the Bible with fellow
believers helps us to gain insights
that we would otherwise miss.
Also, our brothers and sisters can
guard us from straying into false
interpretations and
misapplications.”

—Plummer, Forty Questions about
Interpreting the Bible, 105



13. Obey what the text teaches.

PRINCIPLE: The faithful study of Scripture must be followed by the
faithful application of its message.

* Accurate application is dependent upon accurate interpretation.

 Bathe your interpretive results in prayerful obedience, to the glory of

T+

 “Heart appropriation, not
merely head apprehension is /8 T
the true goal of Bible study” S |

(Roy Zuck).




“But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers
who delude themselves. For if anyone is a hearer of the word
and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a
mirror; for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has
immediately forgotten what kind of person he was. But one who
looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by
it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer,

this man will be blessed in what he does.”

—James 1:22-25



Helpful Questions to Guide in Application

1. Is there a truth in this text to believe about God?
2. Is there a truth to believe about some other doctrine?
3. Is there a command to obey?
4. |s there a promise to claim?
5. Is there an example to follow?

6. Is there an error in behavior or thinking to avoid?

7. Is there a condition to meet?

8. Is there a wisdom to shape a Christian’s life?

9. Is there a principle to follow for making decisions?

10. Is there a prayer to pattern?




“Scripture can rule us only so far as it is

understood, and it is understood only so
far as it is properly interpreted. A

misinterpreted Bible is a misunderstood
Bible, which will lead us out of God’s way

rather than in it. Interpretation must be
right if biblical authority is to be real in our

. lives and in our churches.”

| — —J. |. Packer, “Give Me Understanding,” 104



1. Acknowledge your need for truth.
2. Pray for divine assistance.
3. Choose the right translation.

4. Read the whole book.

Basic Bible
Study, Pt 1

Steps 1-4

REVIEW



5. Consider the book’s background.
6. Identify the book’s structure.

7. Study according to paragraphs.

Basic Bible
Study, Pt 2

Steps 5—7

REVIEW



8. Compare good translations.

9. Ask the right questions.

10. Resist reading between the lines.

11. Consult the best commentaries.
12. Be accountable to others.

13. Obey what the text teaches.

Basic Bible
Study, Pt 3

Steps 8—13

REVIEW



HOWARD G. HENDRICKS
WILLIAM D. HENDRICKS

Recommended Resources for
Beginners

"HOW TO STUDY

THE BIBLE

RICHARD MAYHUE

Basics of Bible Study:

* Richard Mayhue, How to Study the
Bible.

* Howard G. Hendricks and William D. BA%‘(I)JPP?AL\X
. . . FOR THE MIND
Hendricks, Living by the Book. . ,

Meditating on Scripture:

The Puritan Practice of Biblical Meditation

DAVID W. SAXTON

* David Saxton, God’s Battle Plan for the Mind.




