
Basic Bible 
Study
Thirteen Practical Steps – Part Two



1. Acknowledge your need for truth.

2. Pray for divine assistance.

3. Choose the right translation.

4. Read the whole book.

Basic Bible 
Study, Pt 1

Steps 1–4

REVIEW



PRINCIPLE: The faithful study of Scripture requires an awareness of the 

world of the writer and his original audience.

5.  Consider the book’s background.

• This “world” involves five areas of focus:

1) Authorship – Who wrote this book?

2) Date – When did he write?

3) Location – From where did he write?

4) Recipient – To whom did he write?

5) Circumstance – Why did he write?



• Start with the 
“Introduction” 
section in a 
Study Bible.



• A leaf from a 1578 edition of the 
Geneva Bible, showing the notes 
at the start of 1 Peter.

• First published in 1570 in Geneva 
by a group of exiled pastors and 
theologians from Britain.

• First Bible to use verse numbering, 
study notes, and annotations.

• Became the Bible of 16th century 
Protestantism/Puritanism.



• Read the related 
section in a Bible 
Survey.



6. Identify the book’s structure.

PRINCIPLE: The faithful study of Scripture considers the particular 

manner in which the writer organized his writing.

• The focus here is on recognizing the 

book’s literary skeleton or outline.

• This literary outline will remind the 

reader to consider how each text fits 

into the flow of the entire book.



• Consult the 
“Introduction” 
section in a Study 
Bible or good 
commentary. 



Outline of Romans

1:1 

1:17

1:18

3:20

3:21

5:21

6:1 

8:39

9:1

11:36

12:1 

15:13

15:14

16:27

Intro & 
Theme

CONDEMNATION:
The Need for 

God’s 
Righteousness

JUSTIFICATION:
The Provision of 

God’s 
Righteousness

SANCTIFICATION:
The Demonstration

of God’s 
Righteousness

RESTORATION:
Israel’s Future in 

God’s 
Righteousness

APPLICATION:
The Practice

of God’s
Righteousness

Conclusion

Text (e.g., 3:10–18) 

• A literary outline—like a map—reminds you where you are in your 
study and helps you interpret the text correctly, according to the 
author’s flow of thought.

• Sometimes, confusion over what you are reading occurs because you 
have lost your bearings. Step back and look at it in the bigger picture.



7. Interpret according to paragraphs.

PRINCIPLE: The faithful study of Scripture focuses on the study of full 

paragraphs rather than isolated phrases or even sentences.

• A paragraph is “a subdivision of a written composition 

that consists of one or more sentences, deals with one 

point or gives the words of one speaker, and begins on 

a new usually indented line” (Merriam-Webster).

• A paragraph contains a complete unit of thought. Its contents are 
interrelated and must be studied together. It can be as small as one 
sentence, or contain many.





HOW TO IDENTIFY PARAGRAPHS:

1. Look for a unifying theme that ties a 
group of sentences together (a repeated 
word, an emphasized concept, etc.).

2. Look for a change of topic, setting, 
timing, or character. 

3. Look for a transitional word or phrase
(“Therefore,” “For this reason,” “Now 
concerning,” “It came about,” etc.).

4. Look for direct address (“Beloved,” 
“Brothers,” etc.).



“The material before the passage is the 
radar which guides the approach, and the 

following material is the radar of the 
leaving. And if we can track the material 
approaching and leaving the particular 

passage, we have the framework in which 
the passage is to be understood.

—Ramm, Protestant Biblical Interpretation, 139



1 Thess 4:1–5:22 – Instructions for What Is Lacking (3:10)

4:1–12

Commands 
regarding God-

pleasing Conduct

4:13–18

Instruction 
regarding the Dead 

in Christ

5:1–11

Reminders 
regarding the Day 

of the Lord

5:12–22

Exhortations 
regarding Church 

Relations
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OVERVIEW OF 1 THESSALONIANS



5. Consider the book’s background.

6. Identify the book’s structure.

7. Study according to paragraphs.
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