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Q5: What resources would you recommend on the rapture 
and eschatology?

John MacArthur & Richard 
Mayhue, eds., Christ’s Prophetic 
Plans. Moody, 2012.

John F. Hart, ed., Evidence for the 
Rapture. Moody, 2015.



Q6: If only church age believers are included in the
resurrection described in 1 Thessalonians 4:13–17, 
what about the resurrection of Old Testament saints?

• Daniel 12:2 and John 5:28–29 speak of the resurrection of 
the redeemed and the unredeemed.

• Some mistakenly assume that these texts teach that there 
can only be one future resurrection event. 

• Yet, what was originally described in the Old Testament as 
one major future event is developed into “stages” in the 
New Testament (esp. 1 Cor 15:22–24 and Rev 20:4–5).



“For as in Adam all die, so also 
in Christ all will be made alive. 
But each in his own order: 
Christ the first fruits, 
after that those who are 
Christ’s at His coming, 
then comes the end, 
when He hands over the 
kingdom to the God and Father, 
when He has abolished all rule 
and all authority and power. ”

STAGE 1: Christ’s resurrection
(Matt 28:1–7; Mark 16:1–8; Luke 
24:1–12; John 20:1–18)

STAGE 2: The church’s 
resurrection (1 Thess 4:13–17; 

1 Cor 15:50–58)

STAGE 3: The resurrection 
at the end (Rev 20:4–5) 

1 Corinthians 15:22–24



“Then I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and 
judgment was given to them. And I saw the souls of 
those who had been beheaded because of their 
testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, 
and those who had not worshiped the beast or his 
image, and had not received the mark on their 
forehead and on their hand; and they came to life 
and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 
The rest of the dead did not come to life until the 
thousand years were completed. 
This is the first resurrection.”

STAGE 3a: The 
resurrection 
of tribulation 
and OT saints
(Dan 12:2a; Ezek
37:12–14) 

STAGE 3b: The 
resurrection of 
the unredeemed 
(Dan 12:2b; Rev 20:11–
15)

Revelation 20:4–5
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Q7: Does the rapture of 1 Thessalonians 4:16–17 happen 
before or after the Tribulation?

... or ...



• BEFORE . . . according to 1 Thessalonians in particular:

▪ Paul commends the Thessalonians for waiting to be 
“rescued from the wrath to come” (1:10).

▪ Paul locates the wrathful Day of the Lord/Tribulation 
(5:1–11) after the rapture of Christians (4:13–18). 

▪ Paul promises the Thessalonians that “God has not 
destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation 
through our Lord Jesus Christ” (5:9).

▪ Paul describes both the rapture and the start of the 
day of the Lord as imminent.



• BEFORE . . . according to the New Testament in general.

▪ The “church” is not mentioned in Revelation 6–18, 
which describes the Tribulation period. 

▪ The rapture becomes inconsequential if it is after the 
Tribulation as this would mean there was no “rescue” 
from the wrath poured out over all the earth.

▪ In John 14:2–3 and 1 Thessalonians 3:13, Jesus takes 
the church to heaven to present her before the Father; 
but at the end of the Tribulation, Jesus comes directly 
to rule on earth (Rev 19–20).
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Q8: Could there be a time gap between the rapture and 
the beginning of the Tribulation?

Start 
of the 

Tribulation

• No, because both events—the rapture and the start of the 
day of the Lord—are imminent (cf. esp. 1 Thess 5:2–3).

Unknown 
Span?



“Two prophetic events yet future will take place without any 
preceding signs or forewarnings of their occurrence: the rapture 
of the church and the beginning of the day of the Lord. The day 
of the Lord cannot begin before the rapture. Since both events 
are imminent, they must coincide with each other, i.e., occur at 
basically the same moment. That is why Paul can speak of both 

events as coming like a thief in the night or related expressions.”

—Robert Thomas, “The Rapture and the Biblical Teaching 
on Imminency,” Evidence for the Rapture, 41
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• Dual imminency – both events will be sudden, without any 
warning or preceding signs (“just as a thief in the night,” 1 
Thess 5:2).



Q9: Is the rapture of 1 Thessalonians 4:16–17 the same as 
in Matthew 24:37–41, and therefore a rapture that 
happens at the end of the Tribulation?

• Matthew 24 is part of what is known as the “Olivet 
Discourse,” where Jesus prophesies concerning the future 
tribulation of Israel culminating in His coming.

• But the reference to being “taken” (24:40, 41) is not a 
reference to “rescue” (believers’ rapture), but judgment. 

• Jesus gives the analogy of Noah. Those “taken away” were 
those who were destroyed (24:39); those who remained 
were preserved.



Q10: How are we to understand the resurrection 
described in Matthew 27:52–53? Was it really the
first resurrection of believers?

• Matthew is the only writer who records this historical 
event. It involved Old Testament saints, not Christians. 

• The language is simple and straightforward, but the 
significance of this event is not detailed other than that it 
served as a proof of the profound nature of Jesus’ death.

• We do not know what happened to those who were 
resurrected. Presumably, they were raptured to glory 
soon thereafter.



Q11: Will any Christians be “left behind” after the rapture?

• No. All who are “in Christ” will be taken. Anyone who will 
not experience 1 Thess 4:16–17 was not a true believer.

• 1 Thessalonians 4:16–17 – “For the Lord Himself will 
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the
archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in 
Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain will 
be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.”

• 1 Corinthians 15:51 – “all” will be changed.



Q12: Will there be opportunities for repentance for those 
who did not believe in the gospel during the church 
age and who were left to experience the Tribulation?

• Yes. Even though it will be a time when God’s judgment 
will be dramatically poured out on all who rejected the 
Messiah, it will be a remarkable time of redemption. 

• First, God will bring a remnant of Israel to repentance (Rev 
7:1–8; cf. Zech 12:10).

• Second, God will save “a great multitude that no one could 
number” who “washed their robes . . . in the blood of the 
Lamb” (Rev 7:9–17; cf. also 6:9–11 and 20:4).


