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1 Thessalonians 4@2



4:1¢5:22¢ Instructions for What Is Lacking

4:1¢12 4:13c18 5:1c11 5:12c22

Commands Instruction Reminders Exhortations
regarding God regarding the Dead regarding the Day|] regarding Church
pleasing Conduct In Christ of the Lord Relations




OVERVIEW
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report (3:6).

A This section focuses on the conceptiof 2 S 2 F
0 NI U KAbas & relates to Gepleasing conduct.

A Paul specifically prayed about this in 318, andnow
addressed#t In detall.



oNow may our God and Father Himself and Jesus our
Lord direct our way to you; and may the Lord cause you
to increase and abound in love for one another, and for
all people, just as we alsio for you; so that He may
establish your hearts without blame in holiness before
our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus
with all His saints.

T 1 Thessalonians 3: 13




oNow as tg the love of the brethren, you have no need fo
anyoneto write to you, for you yourselves are taught by
God to love one another; for indeed you do practice it

toward all the brethren who are in all Macedonia. But we

urge you, brethren, to excel still more, and to make it youl

ambition to lead a quiet life and attend to your own
business and work with your hands, just as we
commanded you, so that you will behave properly toward
outsiders and not be in any need.

T 1 Thessalonians 4@2




A To promote and protect brotherly love in the
Thessalonian congregation, Paul ass#rtee crucial

principles:

1. Brotherly love Is annevitable consequencef
the Christian life (4:910a).

2. Brotherly love requiregncessant improvement
In the Christian life (4:10011).

3. Brotherly love producesndispensable
advantagesfor the Christian life (4:12).



1. Brotherly love Is annevitable consequencef
the Christian life (4:910a).
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particular question the
Thessalonians had passed
on to him through
Timothy.
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A Not an inclusive kind of lovethe kind that

must be shown to all.

A But an exclusive kind of lovethe kind that is
unique to a family.

A The term was originally used in Greek & Jewis
households to speak of love among siblings.
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A Paul employs the term here to refer to the close
personal kinship betweemembers of the church

A These spiritual siblings are now comprised of:

A Jews and Gentiles
A men and women

A individuals from various
soclal, cultural, and
economic backgrounds.
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(v. 9a).

A The statement is calledaralipsisc a rhetorical device
In which a writer introduces a topic while at the same
time downplaying the idea of correction (see 5:1).

A Paul uses this approach to emphasize his
commendationt to affirm before he begins texhort

A In particular, Payprovidestwo affirmationsof their
love In vv. 9k10a.
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a) It had been imparted to them by God Himself (v. 9b)
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A Gl daKar o abhp ARHE ierin never found
elsewhere In the NT.

A Echoedsaiah 54:13 Al your sons will beaught
of the LORD and the weHbeing of your sons will
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b) It had been manifested openly to others (v. 10a)
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A What wasGodtaught was made manifest in
everydaylife, what wassupernaturalwas observed
In the natural world.

A 1:3caf | 02NI3BFa & 2T A UK
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faith.
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T Thomas Watson




2. Brotherly love requiregncessant improvement
In the Christian life (4:10911).
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A & . dziihé fact that the virtuehad been supernaturally
Imparteddid not negate the need for improvement.

A a2 S dENBSSEZ & EekbahdTaiins the will.
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a) By loving increasingly (v. 10b)
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A Paul begins with the chief exhortation related to
{ 2 dhbHAdEtion.
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(same as in 4:1).
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A In what? Philadelphia




t | deht@keadoctrineof progressive sanctification
can be summarized by two words:
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b) By living quietly (v. 11a)
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A Paul moves to a more specific exhortation related to
{ 2 PpBHREIoN
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Aaid2z2 €SI R dalif§ afzlescs, trdnduilitg the
opposite of disturbing, rancorous activities.



c) By focusing inwardly (v. 11b)
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A Paul gives another exhortation related to
f 2 Qpﬁ)@cétion
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A Philadelphiscannot increase in a context
of selfpromotion and tactlessness.



