
WALK IN 
SELFLESS LOVE

Secrets to a Successful Marriage



Context

12:1–11 One Spirit

12:12–30 One Body

1 Corinthians 12:31b: And I show you a still more excellent way.

13:1–13 The Way of Love

14:1–19 Gift of Prophecy is Greater Than Gift of Tongues

14:20–40 The Proper Use of Spiritual Gifts



1 Corinthians 13:4-7

4Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; 

love does not brag and is not arrogant, 
5does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, 

is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered,
6does not rejoice in unrighteousness, 

but rejoices with the truth; 
7bears all things, believes all things, 

hopes all things, endures all things. 



15 Descriptions of Love

Love is:

1) patient

2) kind

Love is not:

3) jealous

4) boastful

5) arrogant

6) unbecoming

7) selfish 

8) easily provoked

9) resentful 

10) joyful over unrighteousness

Love: 

11) rejoices with the truth

12) bears all things

13) believes all things

14) hopes all things

15) endures all things



General Observations

• 15 descriptions of love 

• Series of verbs

• Jesus Christ is the perfect model 

• Not just interesting descriptions



Love is Patient

Patient – literally means “suffers long”

– to bear up under provocation without complaint 

To be patient, or to suffer long is, in a sense, passive. It is how 

you respond when someone does something against you.



1 Corinthians 6:1–7

1Does any one of you, when he has a case against his neighbor, 

dare to go to law before the unrighteous and not before the saints? 

2Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world? If the 

world is judged by you, are you not competent to constitute the 

smallest law courts? 3Do you not know that we will judge angels? 

How much more matters of this life? 4So if you have law courts 

dealing with matters of this life, do you appoint them as judges who 

are of no account in the church? 

5I say this to your shame. Is it so, that there is not among you one 

wise man who will be able to decide between his brethren, 6but 

brother goes to law with brother, and that before unbelievers? 

7Actually, then, it is already a defeat for you, that you have 

lawsuits with one another. Why not rather be wronged? Why not 

rather be defrauded? 



Are you able to respond with meekness and humility . . . 

• When someone points out your faults to others?

• When someone highlights your mistakes or belittles you?

• When someone interrupts you instead of listening to 

what you have to say?

• When your husband continues to selfishly leave a mess 

wherever he goes?

• When your wife does not show you any respect, but 

points out your failures? 



Romans 12:17–21

17Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is 

right in the sight of all men. 18If possible, so far as it depends 

on you, be at peace with all men. 

19Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room 

for the wrath of God, for it is written, “VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL

REPAY,” says the Lord. 20“BUT IF YOUR ENEMY IS HUNGRY, FEED HIM, 

AND IF HE IS THIRSTY, GIVE HIM A DRINK; FOR IN SO DOING YOU WILL

HEAP BURNING COALS ON HIS HEAD.”  21Do not be overcome by evil, 

but overcome evil with good. 



Do you ever take revenge? 

• Criticism: “You think my mistake was dumb, what about 

the time . . . ” 

• Bitterness: “I’ll never forget . . .”

• Gossip: “Wait until I tell others . . .”



How is this possible?

A. Pray for God’s Grace

B. Consider What You Deserve

“The way to be able to bear anything 

is to know that we are nothing in 

ourselves.”

“A man who is little in his own eyes 

will account every affliction as little, 

and every mercy as great.”

Jeremiah Burroughs



How is this possible?

C. Consider God’s Longsuffering

❖ God’s patient love with Israel

❖ God’s patient love with us

James 1:17: Every good thing given and every perfect gift is 
from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with 
whom there is no variation or shifting shadow. 

Isaiah 53:6a: All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us 
has turned to his own way . . . 

Romans 5:8: But God demonstrates His own love toward us, 
in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 



How is this possible?

2 Peter 3:9: But by His word the present heavens and earth 
are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and 
destruction of ungodly men. 8But do not let this one fact 
escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is 
like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day. 

The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count 
slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to 
perish but for all to come to repentance. 

1 John 4:11: Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to 
love one another. 



Love is Kind

Kind – the flipside to longsuffering

– doing good for another person

Ephesians 4:31–32: Let all bitterness and wrath and anger 

and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with 

all malice. 32Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, 

forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven 

you. 



Love is Kind

Matthew 5:46–47:  “For if you love those who love you, 

what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors 

do the same? 47“If you greet only your brothers, what more 

are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the 

same? 



Love is Kind

Luke 14:12–14: And He also went on to say to the one who 

had invited Him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do 

not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or 

rich neighbors, otherwise they may also invite you in return 

and that will be your repayment. 
13“But when you give a reception, invite the poor, the 

crippled, the lame, the blind, 14and you will be blessed, 

since they do not have the means to repay you; for you will 

be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 



Love is Kind

Ephesians 2:4–7: But God, being rich in mercy, because of 

His great love with which He loved us, 5even when we were 

dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with 

Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6and raised us up 

with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in 

Christ Jesus, 7so that in the ages to come He might show 

the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in 

Christ Jesus. 



Love is Kind

Titus 3:4–6: But when the kindness of God our Savior and 

His love for mankind appeared, 5He saved us, not on the 

basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but 

according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration 

and renewing by the Holy Spirit, 6whom He poured out 

upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 



How is this possible?

A. Pray for God’s Grace

B. Remember Your Reward

C. Remember Your Identity

Luke 6:35–36: 35“But love your enemies, and do good, and 
lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be 
great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself 
is kind to ungrateful and evil men. 36“Be merciful, just as 
your Father is merciful. 



Application 

Love is patient – endures offenses, does not retaliate, 
waits for the Lord to right all wrong.

I will love ______ by ____________

Love is kind –seeks to do good, is constructive, blesses 
when cursed, helps when hurt, demonstrates tenderness.

I will love ______ by ____________


