
BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

The new year will get off to an
icy start in Venice for hundreds of
people who plan to jump into the
frigid Pacific Ocean on Jan. 1.

Without the standard wetsuit
usually necessary for the ocean’s
50-degree temperatures, a group of
hearty, enthusiastic swimmers will
ring in 2004 during the 44th annu-
al Penguin Swim at the Venice
breakwater on New Year’s Day.

The swim has been a tradition
for decades, first started by Cecelia
Kilger in 1960. The event is dedi-
cated to Kilger, who died two
years ago and participated in the
swim until she was 93 years old.

“It was a small nucleus of
Venice characters and it has grown
every year,” said Mary McGuirk,
the event’s organizer, adding that
participants range from 5 years old
to 90 years old. In the ’60s,
between 10 and 20 people were
involved. Now, more than 100 join
in the cold water fun.

Actor Dick Van Patton, widely
known as Mr. Bradford from the
television show, “Eight is Enough,”
has been a regular for years, along
with his family. 

Each year a king and queen are

crowned, as well as a prince and
princess for the competitive swim,
McGuirk said. 

Los Angeles County lifeguards
will set the course for the swim, as
well as for the competitive race,
depending on the surf. Kings and
queens are determined by McGuirk
on the day of the swim by their past
participation and enthusiasm. The
prince and princess are determined
by results of the competitive race,
McGuirk said.

Last year, Spring de Haviland
was named Penguin Swim queen
and Peter Griswald was crowned
king. Robert Ballentine was prince
and Kimberly Emerson was
named princess.

de Haviland’s first experience
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QUOTE OF 
THE DAY

In October, San Francisco artist

Jonathon Keats, 32, registered his

brain as a sculpture and began selling

futures contracts on its 6 billion neu-

rons, offering buyers the rights to any

creative products it might produce if

science learns how to keep it alive

after his death. He also wrote a

prospectus for investors, with MRI

scans showing the idea-fertility of

various brain areas. For now, he is

selling inexpensive options ($10) to

buy a million neurons for $10,000

when he dies. He sold 71 the first day.

“Team effort is a lot
of people doing

what I say.”
– Michael Winner
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BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

With college football’s Rose
Bowl just two days away, Santa
Monica hotels, restaurants and
bars normally would be abuzz with
school alumni and other boosters.

But not this year.
Neither Michigan State nor the

University of California have set
up camp in Santa Monica — a tra-
ditional destination for Rose
Bowl fans. And followers of the
two teams, which will face off in
the annual Jan. 1 Rose Bowl,
appear to be steering clear, too.

The loss is especially painful to
local bars, restaurants and hotels,
which for years have benefited
from a big crowd with an appetite
for entertainment.

At Le Merigot Beach Hotel &
Spa, more than 100 rooms origi-

nally set aside for visiting fans are
vacant. The same is true at the
Doubletree Guest Suites Hotel,
used for more than a decade by
Rose Bowl team marching bands.
And at the Britannia bar on Santa
Monica Boulevard, owners are
bracing for as much as a 20 

Rose Bowl matchup leaves SM in the dust

File photo

Thousands of Nebraska Cornhusker fans descend onto the Santa
Monica Pier two years ago before the Rose Bowl. Santa Monica has tra-
ditionally been a destination spot for Rose Bowl fans, but not this year.

BY MIELIKKI ORG 
Associated Press Writer 

SAN FRANCISCO — A
year after the rural town of
Bridgeville was apparently
snapped up in a frenzied online
auction for nearly $2 million, the
town is up for bid again — this
time at half the price. 

The supposed buyer, who was
only ever identified as a nameless
West Coast developer, disap-
peared soon after making the

winning offer on eBay. No check
ever arrived. That prompted real
estate broker Denise Stuart to
offer the property to another bid-
der. And another. And another. 

After a dozen potential deals
fell through, including one nego-
tiation with a would-be buyer
from Arizona that lasted five
months, Stuart posted the proper-
ty last week on the more standard
listings that brokers routinely
share. 

Town ‘sold’ last year on
eBay back on the block

Penguin swimmers will
plunge into new year

See TOWN, page 6See PENGUINS, page 6

See ROSE BOWL, page 5

“It was a small 
nucleus of Venice

characters and it has
grown every year.”

— MARY McGUIRK
Event organizer

“We’re very happy for
USC to be involved in

such a great game,
but it has not brought
a traveling fan base.”

— JOE KURTH 
Loews Santa Monica Beach Hotel

Photo courtesy of Pat Preston
Jumping into the freezing cold waters of the Pacific Ocean has become
a tradition for hundreds in Venice on New Year’s Day.
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HOROSCOPE

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★★ No one doubts your popularity,

especially as you have such a nice way of speak-
ing to people. Others cannot help but respond.
Be open to new concepts at work that could be
quite revolutionary. Talk; don’t hold back now.
Tonight: Start enjoying yourself.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★ Whether you are throwing a New

Year’s party or helping someone finish off a
project, you’re very busy. If single, hold on to
your hat — you could be in for a series of wild
flirtations. Excitement starts to surround your
love life. Tonight: Don’t push. Rest up.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★★ Your fiery side emerges, and

you won’t take “no” for an answer. Realize that
you could trigger a minirevolution on the home
front if you’re not careful. Be loving. In the next
few years, you will be gaining many new
insights. Tonight: Start the celebration, please.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★★ You cannot deny the significance

of a key family member in your life, nor do you
want to. Recognize that this person can be
impossible. Work on being more independent
and less at the mercy of others and events next
year. Tonight: You will need every second of
sleep you can get.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★★ Others seek you out en masse,

whether to wish you a happy New Year or to ask
you to celebrate with them. You could be over-
whelmed by what goes on around you. Put a halt
to all the activity if you need to. Tonight: Share
with favorite people.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★ Today the planet of surprises enters

your sign for a little less than seven years. Those
born in the beginning of the sign might feel the
impact more. Surprises follow you and come
from you. Use caution with spending. Tonight:
Make sure you know how much money you have.

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you’ll have: 

★★★★★-Dynamic  ★★★★-Positive  ★★★-Average  
★★-So-so  ★-Difficult

Keep track of finances, Pisces

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★★ Though you’re still a power-

house to deal with, you could feel a major plan-
etary swing today, which will last for the next
seven years. You could become more introspec-
tive as a result. Let go for the moment and
become more present with friends. Your instincts
work with an authority figure. Tonight: Try
something different.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★ Lie back if possible. A surprise

could be heading your way when you least
expect it. Allow your creativity to emerge,
though you might be asked to keep something a
secret. An associate or partner suddenly becomes
more open. Tonight: Get some extra zzz’s before
the big night.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★★ Friends seem to surround you,

even in the work arena. You might need to slow
down and head in a new direction, especially
regarding a work matter. You might be surprised
at a turn of events. Go with the flow. Tonight:
Could you be celebrating already?

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★ For whatever reason, you feel pres-

sured. You might feel as if everyone is dropping
his or her work on you. You might not be happy
about this situation, so ask for help. You could be
delighted by the outcome. Others pitch in.
Tonight: A force to be dealt with.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★★★ You might want to take an

overview, especially since someone you trusted
could be acting up. Get used to the unexpected,
but in a different way from in the past. This per-
son reveals more of what motivates him or her.
Tonight: Start wishing people a happy New
Year’s.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★★★ Those in your daily life could

start acting quite differently from how they did in
the past. You might be stunned by what you see.
Meanwhile, work with a trusted partner or asso-
ciate. Make plans around the home. Tonight:
Love the one you’re with.

TThhee  DDaaiillyy  HHoorroossccooppee  iiss  ssppoonnssoorreedd  bbyy::
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Come in and pamper yourself
Winter Day Spa Package

Haircut
(Consultation, shampoo,

conditioning, cut & blow-dry)
Manicure/Pedicure

(A full-service luxurious treatment)
Massage

(A full hour of Relaxation Therapy)

a $165 value for only

$99
Great Stocking Stuffer

or purchase an Off The
Top Gift Card in any

denomination you choose.

1418 Main St.,
Santa Monica

(310) 452-8985

offer ends Feb. 29th

with our

GRAND

OPENIN
G!

“Come and see our NEW look”
NOW OPEN

ADULT
HAIRCUT

Shampoo &
Precision Cut

$995

COLOR
Shampoo & 

Quality Color

$500
OFF

Min. $39 & UpLong Hair Extra

Santa Monica
2461D Santa Monica Blvd.

(Next to Sav-on Drugs)

310-453-5103

Sav-on 
Drugs

M-F: 9am-8pm  Sat: 9am-6pm  Sun: 10am-5pm

Fantastic
Sams 26

th
 S

t.

Santa Monica Blvd.

Chestnuts roasting over an open fire
Jack Frost Nipping at your ear, our Color

looks great and our Haircuts do too

Merry X-Mas and & Happy New Year

Your Friends @ Medusa

Tint & Haircut $65
Hi-Lite/Lo-Lite & Haircut & $85
Book now with Teresa or Gilbert.

1419 Abbot Kinney Blvd. in Venice
(310)396-7600 • medusahair.com““MMeedduussaa  GGooeess  OOuutt””

Space is Going Fast...
Get Signed Up Now!

■ Exercise Classes

■ Nutritional Counseling

■ Stress Management

■ Health & Wellness Education

START THE NEW YEAR OFF RIGHT
Way to Wellness: Back to Basics

Located at the Loews Santa Monica Beach Hotel
310-842-5657 • www.globalfitnesssolutionsonline.com

(M, W & TH: 7:00p.m.-8:30p.m.)

Program starts January 5th, 2004

4 “Supercharged” Weeks of
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A new WNW storm swell and building SW wind swell peak this morn-
ing. Best-exposed breaks have a good chance of seeing shoulder-plus-high
surf, although conditions look less than ideal thanks to consistent SE-SW
winds and periods of heavy rain. 

OUTLOOK: This swell is expected to start slowly dropping late Tuesday
and then quickly fade out on Wednesday. Smaller leftover swell is expected
on Thursday.

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf is doing today at
your local break.

Today the
water Is:

56 º

LOW TIDE HIGH TIDE
Morning Height Evening Height Morning Height Evening Height

SATURDAY 5:35 2.6 6:55 -0.4 12:59 4.0 (11:32) 5.5

SUNDAY 6:54 2.7 7:46 0.2 1:57 4.2 12:32 4.7

MONDAY 8:31 2.6 8:38 0.7 2:54 4.4 1:46 4.0

TUESDAY 10:08 2.1 9:30 1.2 3:46 4.6 3:19 3.4

WEDNESDAY 11:24 1.6 10:19 1.7 4:31 4.8 4:56 3.2

Sunrise: 7:05 a.m.
Sunset: 5:01 p.m.

TAXES
ALL FORMS • ALL TYPES • ALL STATES

AUDITS • BACK TAXES • BOOKKEEPING • SMALL BUSINESS

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
(310) 395-9922

429 Santa Monica Blvd. Ste. 710
Santa Monica 90401

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

ITALIAN HOME & GARDEN FURNISHINGS

Mid-Century Venetian Glass
Tuscan Ceramics  • Chandeliers 

Deruta Dinnerware • Jewelry
Florentine Leather • Antique Linens 

702 MONTANA AVENUE IN SANTA MONICA
(310) 394-0989  •  www.PonteV.com

Roast  Beef
Sandwich

8 ttaaxx  iinncclluuddeedd

includes:
Pickles  or  coleslaw,
french  fries  or  salad

and  drink

The Tastiest Hawaiian Sandwiches

111199  BBrrooaaddwwaayy,,  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa
331100..339944..00110000

OOppeenn
DDaaiillyy  ffrroomm
1111  aa..mm..  ttoo
1100  pp..mm..

Today’s Special: Store Hours:

By Daily Press staff

A crazed man was arrested this past
weekend after threatening a cab driver
and police officers with a knife in down-
town Santa Monica.

Santa Monica Police on Saturday at 1:41
p.m. responded to Fifth Street and Wilshire
Boulevard regarding a man in a vehicle
stopping in the middle of the street and
yelling at passing vehicles, police said. The
man, who is in his 40s, displayed a knife at
a taxi cab driver and chased him both on
foot and in his vehicle. When officers
arrived, they saw the suspect entering his
vehicle and eventually stopped him at
Fourth Street and Arizona Avenue. 

Once the vehicle was stopped, the sus-

pect refused to exit his vehicle and bran-
dished a knife at officers. Officers used
police cars and blocked the suspect’s vehi-
cle to prevent the suspect from fleeing,
police said. While he was being detained,
the suspect inflicted several non-life
threatening wounds to his arms and upper
body. SMPD’s Crisis Negotiation Team
attempted to talk the suspect into surren-
dering but he refused to acknowledge their
requests. Because of the suspect’s refusal
to disarm himself and his continued self-
infliction of stab wounds, SMPD’s Special
Entry Team deployed three tear gas rounds
into the suspect’s vehicle and he was taken
into custody. 

The man was transported to a local hos-
pital on a 72-hour psychological evaluation.

Police use tear gas to
catch knife-wielding man

By Daily Press staff

Police arrested three people this past
weekend during a DUI checkpoint.

The Santa Monica Police Department
on Saturday, along with other westside
law enforcement agencies, participated in
a nationwide DUI enforcement program
entitled “You Drink, You Drive, You
Lose” sponsored by the California’s
Office of Traffic Safety and the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration.
The checkpoint was set up in the 3100
block of Santa Monica Boulevard.

The multi-agency traffic program, led
by the SMPD, issued 29 citations and

towed eight vehicles for a variety of
offenses. Two individuals were arrested
for driving under the influence and one
individual was arrested for public intoxi-
cation. A total of 1,406 vehicles drove
through the checkpoint and 271 vehicles
were stopped in a six-hour period.
Officers from the Beverly Hills Police
Department, Los Angeles Sheriff’s
Department and the California Highway
Patrol participated in the traffic program. 

SMPD officials say the goal of the pro-
grams is to educate and bring awareness
to the community, while at the same time
detecting and removing drunk and irre-
sponsible drivers from the road.

Police nab drunk drivers

By Daily Press staff

The Santa Monica Elks hosted a
Christmas Party on Sat. Dec. 20 for under
privileged children. 

Doug Randall, chairman of the event
sent 270 invitations to seven different
schools. The teachers then selected the
students who would benefit. 

Each child presented his or her invitation
and went to see Santa, played by Bob
Jacobs, chairman of the Elks Trustees.
Jacobs said it was heart wrenching listening
to the children’s Christmas list. One 6-year-
old girl said that all she wanted for
Christmas was a father. The clown, played
by Jan Crozer, then gave each child a stock-

ing filled with fruit, candy and nuts. The
“Ladies of the Emblem Club,” along with
Emblem President Toni Broneau, who also
is the Drug Awareness Chairman for the
Santa Monica Elks, gave each of the chil-
dren a drug awareness coloring book and
sticker that said “SAY NO TO DRUGS.”     

Each boy or girl was then given  one or
two wrapped toys. Elks members took extra
presents and stockings to the pediatric ward
of the Santa Monica-UCLA Hospital. The
nurses there said that the Elks presents were
the only ones delivered there.   

Raedean Kiesz, exalted ruler of the
Elks, said one father told her that the $6
he received an hour for walking the pick-
et line in front of Albertsons did not pay

the rent, utilities and food for his family.
He said the only presents that his children

would receive were those given by the
Elks. Needless to say, they received two.

Santa Monica Elks lodge gives to the underprivileged

Do you have Do you have 
community news?community news?

... Submit news r... Submit news releaseseleases
Email to: sack@smdp.com Email to: sack@smdp.com 

or fax 310.576.9913or fax 310.576.9913

Santa Monica Daily Press
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LETTERS
What’s wrong with you people?
Editor:

If one’s impression of Santa Monica was derived solely from the opinion pages of
the Daily Press, one might erroneously conclude that the majority of Santa Monicans
are self centered and mean spirited — blaming the homeless for their poverty, support-
ing inhumane practices such as union busting, decrying the spending of public funds on
services including public education, and scapegoating our public servants whose efforts
have helped to create one of the most vibrant and livable cities in the world. 

Fortunately, as a long time Santa Monica homeowner, I know for a fact that the
majority of those who live in this city that I love are decent, caring and compassion-
ate people who feel empathy, not anger, for the less fortunate among us, who are will-
ing to pay increased taxes to fund public education and other services, who support
the rights of workers to organize to achieve better wages, benefits, and working con-
ditions, and who appreciate the hard work of our elected representatives and civil ser-
vants, who, while only human and therefore imperfect, generally strive to balance and
fulfill the many competing needs and goals within our diverse community. 

I often suspect that the words I read in the Daily Press are not those of real Santa
Monicans but rather of some venomous ghost writer whose goal is to undermine the
political and social order by sowing distrust, disdain and dissension.

My wish for the new year is to see more of the kindness, compassion, decency, and
civility which is reflective of the Santa Monica I know and love represented on the
pages of the Daily Press. 

Sonya Fox Sultan
Santa Monica 

Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters
will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to
sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202,
Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.

YOUR OPINION MATTERS!
Send your letters to Santa Monica Daily Press Attn. Editor: 

1427 Third Street Promenade Suite 202 Santa Monica • 90401 • sack@smdp.com

The end of year is upon us and there
are annual reviews being done from all
things mundane to sublime. This has been
a year of great successes, and great battles
have been won. From the Supreme Court
finally outlawing the outdated and unreal-
istic sodomy statutes, to the rather pathet-
ic deposing of a cowardly old man. There
also have been painful losses, but most
significantly our dignity in the court of
world respect. Yes, we captured a mad-
man and it only cost us a measly few hun-
dred billion dollars by the time it’s over,
as well as the lives of hundreds, if not
thousands, of service personnel. But how
long will it take for us to retrieve our tat-
tered dignity and mend relationships with
the other leaders of the world? 

This was a year where many lives were
destroyed by an elderly driver who lost
control of his car in downtown Santa
Monica. The ultimate outcome of that
tragedy will not be felt for years, and there
is no upside for anyone. It is a terrible
event to have lost so many. There was the
immediate hue and cry that all elderly
drivers be tested or restricted. This was the
usual overreaction that one can always

expect. There was the noble establishment
of a trust fund for the victims. This too was
expected. There was minimal sympathy
for the driver. For as the main actor in this
tragedy, he is to be castigated, spurned by
society and sent away as an evilness that
we wish to no longer look upon.

But the truth is, we do not wish to look,
because we are afraid of what we might see.
We might see ourselves there one day.
Elderly, feeble, facing the loss of our free-
dom, either from the denial of a driver’s
license, or the loss of it after an accident. We
do not want to face the fact that we are get-
ting old, that the old man driving ahead of us
could be, and likely will be, one day, us.

One man killed millions, intentionally.
One man killed about a score, by all
appearances unintentionally. I don’t know
which is the greater tragedy. I also have to
wonder why those Iraqis did not rise up,
and depose their “leader.” Why were they
so willing to let their country continue
down the path it had been on? But then I
wonder why so many are so willing to let
our country continue on the path it is on.

The mass public decries the loss of jobs
to overseas manufacturing, design, engi-
neering and customer support, but the rev-
enue figures for Wal-Mart are on a steady
increase and IBM’s aren’t. That’s probably
why they are opening an Indian service
center. We cannot expect to continue to
spend our money on cheaper products and
expect to get paid a higher wage forever.

When we shop at Costco and buy those

European bell peppers, the ones in the
nifty six pack of green, yellow and red, we
must realize that we are helping the econ-
omy of the Netherlands, which is where
they are from. Granted, there is a broker in
America who sold them to Costco and he
will make a small fortune off the bells.
And he will likely buy a new car with that
money. If it is a Chrysler, that money then
goes to Germany. If it is a Cadillac, it will
be staying here.

At different times our country seems
like the two men above, sometimes inten-
tionally doing damage to itself, such as
pursuing weapons of mass destruction
where it seems they are not. At other times,
we are oblivious to the damage we do by
our rampant consumerism and rabid pur-
suit of the lowest possible price at any cost.  

We are historically a country of good
people. One that comes to the aid of the
downtrodden in times of peril. We some-
times speak intolerantly, but in general we
are a tolerant lot. Like any good family,
there are battles amongst ourselves. This
decade it’s the gay rights fight, in the ’70s
it was women, and in the ’60s it was the
black civil rights movement, but we tend
to provide a united front to the rest of the
world when the chips are down. Our lead-
ers, well the Republican ones at least,
seem to wax as poetic as a comic book,
with their “axis of evil” and “evil doers,”
but in the end, the world is a better place
for our being here, doing the jobs that oth-
ers do not, or will not, do. 

When we strip away the frivolous
events of this year, the celebrity scandals
and the end of “Friends,” we are left with
a tough year. A year in which we lost a
shuttle and all the personnel aboard. We
lost our sense of security in our food sup-
ply just last week with Mad Cow Disease
finally rearing its ugly head on our soil.
Yet with all that, it was a year in which
many positive things happened. The econ-
omy is improving, though slowly. Cures to
diseases were found, reforms to Medicare
for our elderly were enacted, and we had a
peaceful transition of state government by
the will of the people according to the rule
of law. That is a miracle.

Locally we saw that as a community,
when an event such as the farmer’s market
tragedy occurs, we can put aside our differ-
ences and come together. It was proof that
whether we are white, black, straight, gay,
Christian, Jewish, Buddhist, or atheist, it
does not matter to us because we are
Americans first, and everything else second.

2004 is shaping up to be harder than
2003, for the battles are getting more per-
sonal, the stakes keep going up, but thank-
fully I live in America, a country that
allows me to voice my opinion, especially
when it doesn’t agree with the leadership.

(David Pisarra is a partner in the
Santa Monica law firm of Pisarra &
Grist. He welcomes questions, and can be
reached at (310) 664-9969 or e-mailed at
DPISARRA@PISARRA.COM).

LEGAL
VIEWS AND

NEWS
By David Pisarra

A U.S. review of 2003: Next year harder than this one?



percent slide is sales over last year.
And they’re not alone.
“We’re very happy for USC to be

involved in such a great game, but it has
not brought a traveling fan base,” said Joe
Kurth, executive assistant manager at
Loews Santa Monica Beach Hotel.
Though Kurth declined to say exactly how
much business has been lost at his hotel,
he called it “a noticeable difference.”

City Councilman Bob Holbrook, a
pharmacist at USC, said the loss of rev-
enue locally is especially painful because
of the controversy surrounding the com-
puter-driven Bowl Championship Series
rankings. Rather than pick No.-1 ranked
USC to play in the Jan. 4 Sugar Bowl for
the national title, the complicated BCS
formula pitted Louisiana State University
against University of Oklahoma, the sec-
ond- and third-ranked teams, respectively. 

What’s left are two teams essentially
playing in their own backyards — LSU
will play in New Orleans and USC will
play in Pasadena.

“Up to 45,000 people would have trav-
eled (had USC gone to the Sugar Bowl),”
Holbrook said. “Fifteen thousand going
east and up to 30,000 going west. That’s,
conceivably, 45,000 people needing
hotels, restaurants and airfare, now not
going anywhere.”

Holbrook said the current arrangement
means “hundreds and hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars” in lost revenues to Santa
Monica and New Orleans. He said down-
town Santa Monica has traditionally been
a high-profile partying place for visiting
teams and pointed to a recent Rose Bowl
when the mayor of Madison, Wisc., and
the governor of that state were rumored to
both be in line for the same bar and restau-
rant on the Third Street Promenade. 

Reservations weren’t recommended dur-
ing some of those busy Rose Bowl weeks
— they were required, Holbrook said.

Had USC gone to the Sugar Bowl this
year, as was widely expected, Holbrook
said the college would have sent thousands
of fans to New Orleans. Hotel bookings
arranged through school workers were list-
ed at $1,000 per room for the four-day stay,
inexpensive game tickets at $300 a piece
and airfare at $600 or $700, Holbrook said.
Add to that food, drink, cabs and other
entertainment expenses, and the bottom
line becomes more substantial.

Francois Khoury, general manager at
the Doubletree, where for 12 years one of
the visiting marching bands have stayed,
said his hotel will miss out on a total of
500 nights of reservations — 100 rooms
for five nights. And that doesn’t include
the family and friends who travel with the
band, a number that can’t exactly be cal-
culated. 

Khoury said because USC is located
downtown, its team and fans are staying
in downtown Los Angeles and in Century
City, where hotel rooms are cheaper and
the commute to the Rose Bowl is shorter.

“Why make a longer trip, pay more
money and everything else?” Khoury
said.

Mark Panelli, sales manager for South
LA-based Beauchamp Distributing
Company, which delivers beer to bars in
Santa Monica, said it’s too early to say
how much local sales will suffer as a
result of the matchup. Currently, local
orders seem to be relatively strong, down
at the most by 5 percent, he said.

“Whatever trends are going to happen
are going to happen in the next three

days,” he said. “If they’re coming into
town, they’re going to come this week.”

Debbie Lee, communications director
for the Santa Monica Visitors and
Convention Bureau, an arm of City Hall
that promotes tourism, said many fans
may choose to stay in Santa Monica even
if the teams and others don’t. She said the
beach and the Promenade, among other
things, are a strong draw for tourists.

Her department each year sends out a
blast e-mail, contacting the alumni offices
and travel agents in the cities of the teams
that play in the Rose Bowl. On Monday,

Lee said she didn’t know whether that had
paid off this year. She added her team will
conduct outreach early next year to see
how local merchants fared.

In the meantime, Lee said the visitors
bureau is working with the Pier
Restoration Corp., a nonprofit that man-
ages the Santa Monica Pier, in a project
targeting those that do stay in one of Santa
Monica’s 3,700-plus hotel rooms. They’re
handing out cheerleader pom-poms —
decked out in team colors — as part of
promotional packets designed to get
tourists out of their rooms and spending
their money.

Mayor Richard Bloom said that
although the local hospitality industry may
suffer from this year’s matchup, there is
still likely to be a surge on New Year’s.

“People are out, celebrating. People are
having a good time. And I’m sure, if there
is a downturn, to a certain degree it has to
do with the economy,” he said.
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Panini Party Platters • Weekly Specials • Everything Fresh & Made to Order
Order Online at: www.paninigarden.com • Dine-In Garden Patio • We Deliver

Open Daily from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.
2715 Main Street • Santa Monica • (310) 399-9939 • Fax (310) 314-2634

Come In & Experience 

Our Grilled or Cold Panini

Sandwiches & Superb Salads 

1434 Fourth St. 
Santa Monica
(parking in rear)

M & M & AA TOBACCO & GIFTS

$25.39
Marlboro, Camel,
Newport, & Kool

Chesterfield Box

310.393.9592

$29.99
$29.99

$27.99

All Style
w/ COUPON
Exp. 12/31/03

Marlboro Blend 27

w/ COUPON Exp. 12/31/03
w/ COUPON
Exp. 12/31/03

Camel: Lights, Royal & Gold

$25.39

Buy 1 for:
Buy 2 for:

Marlboro Medium
(Box + 100)

w/ COUPON Exp. 12/31/03

+ tax

+ tax

$23.10 + tax

w/ COUPON
Exp. 12/31/03

$1OFF
On All Other

Brands

SPECIALIZING IN LEASING & SELLING OFFICE

& INDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS

310/440-8500 ext. 104 Christina S. Porter
Senior Associate

Specializing in Leasing 
& Selling Office &

Industrial Buildings

Busy Bee Hardware
“THE HEALTHY HARDWARE STORE”

Serving Santa Monica since 1914

SPECIALIZING IN:

• Juicers & Health Books

• Water Filters

• Radon Testers

1521 Santa Monica Boulevard • 310-395-1158
Located between 15th & 16th St.on the Northside of SM Blvd.

2999

2499

KEYS CUT FOR 75¢ 
Buy 2 and the third one is on us!

ACE® Brand
53 Piece Socket Set

ACE® Brand
45 Piece Screwdriver Bit Set249

ACE® Brand
15’ Extension Cord

Local hotel bookings appear to be down this season
ROSE BOWL, from page 1

“That’s, conceivably, 45,000 people needing hotels,
restaurants and airfare, now not going anywhere.”

— CITY COUNCILMAN BOB HOLBROOK
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2004 SANTA MONICA ECONOMIC CONFERENCE
“PIER INTO THE FUTURE”

As the National economy shows signs of recovery, the State is in a period of economic uncer-
tainty.  How can Santa Monica best prepare for what lies ahead?

Jack Kyser—Chief Economist at the Los Angeles County Economic Development Corporation
(LAEDC)—will help us peer into Santa Monica’s economic future.  Jack will give us the short-
term and long-term economic outlook for the State and the Region, as well as an in-depth analy-
sis of the unique issues facing Santa Monica.  What are the challenges and opportunities that
face the community as well as City Hall?  How can we best utilize our resources to maintain a
solid position in the future?

Don’t be left on the pier waiting for your ship to come in!  Join other members of Santa Monica’s
business and civic leadership for continental breakfast and learn how to plan for the future.

When:  January 7, 2004 @ 7:30 a.m.
Where: Santa Monica Civic Auditorium, East Wing

1855 Main Street
Santa Monica, CA  90401
Free Parking with validation

Registration: $15.00 per person, payable at the door
Space is limited. Please RSVP at (310) 458-8281 to guarantee seating!

The Los Angeles Business Journal calls JACK KYSER the “guru of the Los Angeles economy.”  As the sen-
ior vice president and chief economist at the LAEDC, Jack is responsible for interpreting and forecasting
economic trends and analyzing the major industries in the Los Angeles five-county area (L.A., Orange,
Riverside, San Bernardino and Ventura).  Utilizing this information, he helps develop job retention and cre-
ation strategies for Los Angeles County.  The LAEDC is a private, non-profit membership organization
whose mission is leadership in the retention and creation of jobs and economic base in the Los Angeles area.
Jack’s analytical research work and insightful knowledge of the regional economy has helped elevate the
LAEDC as the pre-eminent source of economic information and forecasts on Southern California.  Jack’s
advice is frequently sought by business, government and the media.

Continental breakfast hosted by Blue Forest Bakery and Santa Monica Place.
Special thanks to Bayside District Corporation.

START THE NEW YEAR RIGHT!

Event sponsored by City of 
Santa Monica Finance Department.

with the swim was in 1995 — the year she
jumped into the surf with a 102-degree
fever and combated rip tides, freezing
waters and a Pacific storm.

“I was getting over the flu and I was
sitting on the couch and said, ‘OK, I’ll
just do it,’” de Haviland said.
“Afterwards, I felt healed. It was a 180-
degree turnaround.”

It’s a melting pot variety of thrill-seek-
ing people from master swimmers to very
amateur waders. That’s what de Haviland
loves about it.

“It’s a delightful reunion of people
every year,” she said. “Everyone is so sup-
portive and the people are such a rush.”

The majority of participants are mem-
bers of the Southern California Aquatic
Club, which is a group of swimmers that
regularly train at Santa Monica College.
The club’s director, Clay Evans, said the
average age of participants is about 40
years old, but older people still come out
on New Year’s Day. Evans this year will
bring his 4- and 10-year-old daughters
along for the group swim. He’s hoping
more young people show up this year.

“The young kids are tough but not
when it comes to cold water,” he joked,
hoping they’ll meet the challenge.

It should be a freezing wake-up call for

the swimmers as wetsuits are frowned
upon. McGuirk expects this year to be one
of the coldest on record. Weather fore-
casts call for 50-degree air temperatures
during New Year’s Day and even colder
water temperatures. But despite that, it’s
still expected to be worth it, she added.

“It’s a nice party and a great way to
start the new year,” McGuirk said. 

A party is being planned for after the
noon swim, complete with hot drinks and
food, provided by the Sidewalk Cafe.

Registration begins at 11 a.m. at the
beach, just north of Venice Boulevard.
There is parking available for $5 at the
beach lot near the breakwater.

The asking price for the 82-acre prop-
erty, set among redwoods about 270 miles
northwest of San Francisco and about 30
miles from the Pacific Ocean: $850,000. 

Stuart, who owns California Real
Estate in Eureka, said she expects the bid-
ding to be less of an ordeal this time. 

“It was crazy,” she said of the online
auction, which generated national atten-
tion. “It was such a fiasco last time and
ate up so much of our time.” 

Stuart said neither she nor the town's
owner, Elizabeth Lapple, were surprised
when the deal never happened. 

Bidding opened just before Christmas
last year at $775,000 and catapulted to
$1.78 million on Dec. 27 after 249 buyers
decided Bridgeville was the latest must-
have item. 

“Both Elizabeth and I looked at each
other and said, 'No way. It's not going to
go for that. Neither of us expected it to
sell for $1.7 million unless they just have
money to burn,” Stuart said. 

Impulse buying and the power of the
online image added to the intrigue — and
apparently led the winning bidder to wake
up under a cloud of buyer's remorse. Still,
Stuart said other bidders from the eBay
auction seriously considered buying the
property but didn't have the funds to close
the deal and make immediate improve-
ments the town could use. 

“There's a lot of work to owning a

town and running it, and I don't think peo-
ple anticipated that,” Stuart said. 

The town, which dates to the early
1900s, includes a post office, a mile and a
half of river bank, a cemetery and more
than a dozen cabins and houses. It needs a
new well, which would set a new owner
back about $20,000, and several buildings
need to be renovated. 

In retrospect, Stuart said, selling over
the Internet has its drawbacks. 

“You have no idea who (buyers) are, if
they're for real or they're bogus,” she said. 

That hasn't stopped other property
owners and real estate agents from listing
their properties on eBay. 

Since Bridgeville's listing, at least
eight other towns have been offered on
the Web site. They include the town of
Carlotta just down the road from
Bridgeville and Platina in Shasta County.
Neither of those digital listings ever trans-
formed into cash. In Nevada, the ghost
towns of Danville and Deeth passed
through the eBay engine. 

One of the newest listings — Monse,
Wash. — is a 60-acre ghost town with a
railroad and boat launch next to the
Okanogan River. 

Juli Doty, the real estate broker who
posted the eBay listing for Monse, said
she hadn't heard that Bridgeville was
never actually sold — but that fact doesn't
make her any warier of online bidding. 

“It's another avenue,” she said. “It
takes one person to sell.” 

Ocean jumpers will party
after Penguin Swim
PENGUINS, from page 1

Buyer’s remorse a likely
cause for town’s uncertainty
TOWN, from page 1

“It’s a delightful 
reunion of people every

year. Everyone is so 
supportive and the 

people are such a rush.”

— SPRING DE HAVILAND 
Penguin Swim queen

Good thing you recycle your paper...
Chances are you’re reading it again.

Santa Monica Daily Press
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While supplies last. Coverage only available on our domestic GSM/GPRS network and that of our roaming partners (“U.S. GSM network”), but not in all locations. Credit approval, activation fee and 1-year service agreement required, with $200 early termination fee per number. Your use of the service constitutes acceptance of our
terms and condition, including the mandatory arbitration clause. Rebate is a mail-in offer that requires the purchase of the phone listed in this ad and a new activation on a qualifying T-Mobile rate plan. Rebate cannot be combined with any other rebates. Taxes, assessments, tolls and roaming charges additional. Unused minutes do
not carry forward to subsequent billing cycles. Any fraction of a minute used is rounded up and billed at the full minute rate; calls are measured from the time the network begins to process the call (before the phone rings or the call is answered) through its termination of the call. Except where noted, all rates are for domestic calls.
Domestic long distance (but not for credit card, calling card or operator assisted calls) and roaming are available on the U.S. GSM network. additional restrictions apply; see printed materials for details. Limited time offer, valid in select markets only. Offer subject to change or revocation without notice. Not responsible for typographi-
cal errors. Get More America is a service mark for T-Mobile U.S.A. T-Mobile is a registered of Deutsche Telekom AG. ©2003 T-Mobile U.S.A. inc.

Keep your phone number
switch to where you get more

600 $39.99
ANYTIME MINUTES

FREE
NIGHTS & WEEKENDS

LONG DISTANCE &

ROAMING

FREE accessories with all phones.

Nokia
3595

Motorolla
T722I

Samsung
X105

Samsung
E105

$49.99
- $50

instant rebate

+ $50
mail-in rebate

GET $50!

$199.99
-$100 

instant rebate

-$100 
mail-in rebate

FREE

$249.99
-$149

instant rebate

-$100 
mail-in rebate

FREE

$149.99
-$100

istant rebate

-$50
mail-in rebate

FREE

GL MOBILE

Office: 310-255-0916
PCS: 310-920-5336
Fax: 310-255-0916

glmobile@earthlink.net 

authorized dealer

710 Broadway in Santa Monica
(corner of 7th St.)

AND FOR

$199.99
- $100

instant rebate

- $100
mail-in rebate

FREE

Motorolla
V300

By The Associated Press

SAN BERNARDINO — A new
Pacific storm churned toward Southern
California on Monday, bringing the threat
of more flash floods and mudslides along
wildfire-denuded mountain slopes where
torrents killed 14 people and left two
missing last week. 

The National Weather Service issued a
flash flood warning through Tuesday
evening for the San Bernardino Mountains,
scene of the Christmas Day tragedies. 

One to 3 inches of rain were expected
to begin falling Monday night, said
weather specialist Stuart Seto at the
Oxnard NWS office. 

“But the bad news is, it's already rained
up there so the soil's already saturated,” he
said. “It probably can't hold much more.” 

No evacuations were called, but fire
stations passed out sandbags and authori-
ties warned residents to be prepared in the
San Bernardino Mountains, which tower
over the inland area east of Los Angeles. 

Vast swaths of the range were burned
bare by the wildfires that swept over near-
ly 750,000 acres at points in an arc from
northwest of Los Angeles south to San
Diego in October and November. 

Searchers continued to look for two
bodies of children still missing since a
flash flood swept mud boulders, logs and
rubble through St. Sophia Camp in
Waterman Canyon on Christmas Day. 

The total number of deaths at the camp
rose to 12 Sunday with the recovery of
five bodies, including the caretaker. Two
other people died the same day when a
flood swept through a trailer campground

about five miles to the west in Devore. 
Jorge Monzon, 41, and his wife, Clara,

40, apparently had invited friends and
family to celebrate Christmas at St. Sophia
Camp, which serves Greek Orthodox
churches in the Los Angeles area. Many of
the guests were Guatemalan immigrants
who attended a San Bernardino church. 

The bodies of Monzon's two daughters
were recovered during the weekend. His
baby son remained missing, along with a
teenage boy. 

“To find the other two would be good
for the families,” said Chip Patterson, a
spokesman for the San Bernardino
County Sheriff's Department. “If the rains
come before that, obviously we're going
to shut this operation down. We can't
search in the rain, it's too dangerous.” 

The bodies of two children found
Sunday had washed down from the camp
and were tangled in debris more than four
miles below, in a cement catch basin in
downtown San Bernardino, Patterson said. 

The caretaker, his wife and another
woman were found closer to the camp but
it took a bulldozer and heavy equipment
to dig them from the deep mud. 

Monzon lived at the camp with his
family in a two-room apartment. He did
not have permission to hold the gathering
or allow his guests to use the facilities,
said Father John Bakas, dean of St.
Sophia Cathedral of Los Angeles. 

The camp will remain closed indefi-
nitely, he said.

Approaching storm renews threat of floods, slides

BY DON THOMPSON 
Associated Press Writer 

SACRAMENTO — California water
watchers waded through knee-deep blow-
ing snow Monday to conduct the winter's
first Sierra Nevada snow survey, a prom-
ising one after a series of early heavy
storms. 

The monthly surveys help gauge how
much water will be available for California
farms, cities and hydroelectricity next sum-
mer. 

“There's a lot of snow. We're off to a
good start,” said Fred Gehrke of the state
Department of Water Resources. “Every
region of the state is now above average.
The thing that's really encouraging is the
southern Sierra has really bumped up.” 

Southern California was dry last year,
and had been lagging this winter until the
Christmas storm that triggered deadly
mudslides in the San Bernardino

Mountains. 
With Monday's heavy snowfall, the

statewide snow pack is approaching 125
percent of average. It was 135 percent of
normal in the northern Sierra, from Mount
Shasta to the Feather River; 115 percent
in the central Sierra, from the Yuba River
and Lake Tahoe Basin to the Merced
River; and 120 percent in the southern
Sierra, from the San Joaquin River south. 

The snow pack matched last year's 130
percent of average at Echo Summit off
Highway 50, 90 miles east of Sacramento
near Lake Tahoe, when Gehrke skied in to
take his measurement at an elevation of
about 7,000 feet. 

“You were going in at least up to your
knees, even on skis,” Gehrke said. 

The last three winters also started
promising, however, until the snow all but
stopped in January. All three wound up
below average, until a rare series of
storms pounded the northern and central

Sierra last April. 
“The real key is going to be how the

rest of the year plays out,” Gehrke said.
“There's just no good strong signal:
there's no El Nino, La Nina” to influence
weather patterns. 

It's encouraging that reservoirs are near
to above average for this time of year, he
said. Lake Shasta was at 117 percent of
normal as of Friday; Lake Oroville at 96
percent; and Folsom Lake at 110 percent
of average.

More than a third of the state's drinking
and irrigation water comes from Sierra
snow, while snow-fed hydroelectric plants
produce about a quarter of California's
power. The amount of water that actually
will be delivered to farmers and commu-
nities depends not only on the snow accu-
mulation, but on water stored in reservoirs
and how much water managers think they
need to hold in the event the string of dry
winters continues. 

New snow gives added boost to water supply



QUESTION: Because of
the vaccine shortage, my 8-
month-old baby will not be
receiving the second dose of
his flu shot. I’m worried. Is
one dose still effective
against the flu?

ANSWER: The flu sea-
son is hitting children partic-
ularly hard this season.
Unfortunately, due to the
nationwide shortage of flu
shots, some parents may not
be able to obtain the second
flu shot for their children
ages 6 months and older (the
flu vaccine is not given to
children under 6 months old).

If your infant receives
only one dose of the vaccine,
he will still receive some pro-

tection from the flu, but it is
unknown exactly how much
protection a single dose pro-
vides to a previously unvac-
cinated child. In all likeli-
hood, if your child does come
down with the flu, it will be a
milder case than if he had not
received any vaccination at
all. In addition, even if he
only receives one dose of the
flu shot this year, he will need
only one dose next year.

However, if your child has
any chronic illnesses such as
asthma or other respiratory
problems, and if this is the
first year he is receiving the
vaccine under 9 years old, he
should receive two doses of
the flu shot, administered one

month apart.
If your infant has any sib-

lings who have not yet been
vaccinated, please remember
that healthy children ages 5
years and older can get the
FluMist nasal spray vaccine,
which may still be available.
If your pediatrician doesn’t
have it, check with the coun-
ty health department and
your local hospitals.

Unlike the flu shot, which
is made of a killed virus, the
FluMist nasal spray vaccine is

made of a live, but weakened
flu virus. After vaccination,
children may suffer mild flu-
like symptoms for a day.
Once vaccinated, it takes
about two weeks for the body
to build up protection against
the flu bug, so try to keep
children away from other sick
children during the two weeks
following their vaccination.

In light of the severity of
the influenza outbreak this
year, parents should consider
getting flu shots for all of their

children. In addition, the
American Academy of
Pediatrics recommends flu
shots for all family members
and close contacts of children
under the age of 2 years old.

(Edward Malphus, M.D. is
a pediatrician at Saint John’s
Health Center in Santa
Monica. For more informa-
tion, call (310) 829-5511 or
visit the hospital’s Web site at
www.stjohns.org).

Most parents will want to begin the new
year with a few healthy resolutions. One of
these will probably be to reduce their levels of
stress. From all the studies out there, we know
that stress is not healthy for anyone, and cer-
tainly not for parents. Research demonstrates,
for example, that stress impairs the human
memory and can destroy the immune system.
Being pregnant, having a child and raising a
child in this hectic world is bound to include
a dose of stress. Many parents have written in
with questions that are similar to this one:

QUESTION: I am pregnant and expect-
ing my second child. I want this experience
to be more positive than my first pregnancy
because I was under a lot of pressure at that
time. I know that stress is bad for pregnant
women, parents and children, and it’s
stressful trying to think of ways to reduce
the stress. What can I do, in practical terms,
to deal with the issues I have and still keep
my stress level under control?

ANSWER: Parents are under enormous
pressures these days and are bombarded with
advice on toys, strategies to induce sleeping,
feeding tips, discipline guidelines and much
more. 

In several new and interesting pieces of
research, there is a nugget of information that
should be passed along to parents because it
directly deals with the stress issue. 

Parents should know that even before the
baby is born, the mother’s perception of her
situation is going to influence the baby’s tem-

perament. A mother’s level of anxiety about
child-birth and pregnancy issues in general
does have an effect upon the infant’s emo-
tional and cognitive development at 3 months
and at 8 months old. The level of anxiety is a
more important factor during pregnancy than
daily hassles in terms of the infant’s emotion-
al and cognitive development. 

The most useful part of all this information
is that several things can and will reduce the
anxiety, and should be a part of every parent’s
preparation for having and raising children.

Asking questions during pregnancy and, of
course, all the way through child rearing, is an
excellent way of reducing anxiety. All you
mothers and fathers who seek answers and do
your research are actually improving the situ-
ation for your child. 

Fathers and other family members can
encourage the mother-to-be to express her
anxieties and seek answers for her questions.
An anxious mother is not a “normal” state of
being. The myth that a pregnant woman has to
be “moody” and fearful is simply a myth. The
level of anxiety does impact the unborn child. 

For pregnant women, joining support
groups and engaging in pleasurable activities
is a positive thing to do in terms of sharing
your feelings and reducing stress in general. 

If you find that you continue to feel on
edge or uncertain about pregnancy related
issues, seek professional help. It may take
only one or two sessions to greatly reduce
your anxieties and give you specific strategies
for maintaining your emotional health. 

Pregnant women can go through daily has-
sles such as problems with other children, or
work-related issues, and not have these hassles
impact their pregnancy. The most important
thing is how the pregnant woman perceives
the situation and if she has good coping abili-
ties, she is less likely to feel stressed. The most

effective coping strategies for
life’s hassles are to take things
one step at a time, ask for help
when you need it, and make
sure that you have supportive
people around you. 

(Margaret Altman L.C.S.W.
is the author of Developing
Your Child’s Emotional
Intelligence (birth through age
3). The author is in private
practice in Sherman Oaks with
Dr. A Korchmarev, M.D. Asst.
Clinical Professor, UCLA).

Is one dose of flu vaccine sufficient for my infant?

�
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Ocean Oasis 
A Medical Spa for Women

■ Labor Inducing Massage

■ Doula Services

■ Stretch Mark Reduction

■ Pregnancy Massage 

■ Pregnancy Facials
Ask about our mom’s club

Dr. Lisa Masterson, M.D.

1333 Ocean Avenue 
in Santa Monica 
(310) 458-8190

MA SPA THERAPY 

Rockers, Custom Furniture,
Cribs, Infant Registry, 

Clothing, Layette, Gifts, Books, 
Toys and More!

1600 Montana Avenue
Santa Monica      

Tel: 310.998.5858
Mon-Sat:  10am-6pm     
Sunday:  12pm-5pm

Complete Baby and  
Children’s Collections

UCLA Parkside Medical

2428 SANTA MONICA BLVD., SUITE 303 • SANTA MONICA

got teeth?
visit David Taft, D.D.S.

• 20+ years of experience
• Evening hours + emergency services
• Root Canals, Crowns, Veneers

• UCLA Graduate
• Most insurances accepted
• Cosmetic Dentistry

Dental Exam
+ Cleaning
+ X-Rays

$45
(reg. $149)

FREE
Bleaching

(Includes starter bleach)

with exam, x-rays
and cleaning at

regular price

must mention this ad

310-315-3676

BLACK BELT ACADEMY TAEKWONDO SELF DEFENSE
FOR KIDS, MEN AND WOMEN

FREE 30 DAY 
TRIAL MEMBERSHIP!
A $100 VALUE

Experience the Difference ...

King’s Celebrity
Martial Arts

4 TIME WORLD CHAMPION
ATA CERTIFIED

2110 Wilshire Blvd. in Santa Monica • 310-828-2779

How to reduce stress as a
parent and for your child

Guest 
Commentary
By Margaret Altman

Guest Commentary
By Edward Malphus, M.D.



Special Events
CHILDREN’S HOLIDAY FILMS AND
CARTOONS - Tuesdays in December
on the Third Street Promenade near
Wilshire.  Just after dark.  Visit
www.downtownsm.com on the web
for more info.

TUESDAY 
Movies for Moms
Movies for Moms sponsered by:

“Paycheck” showing December 30 
11:00 a.m., Loews Broadway, 1441
3rd St. Promenade – for Moms and
babies newborn – 1 year old.   Doors
open early for socializing and getting
comfortable.
“Paycheck” stars Ben Affleck, Uma
Thurman and Aaron Eckhart and is
directed by John Woo.   Affleck stars
as an electrical engineer who’s been
working on a top secret project for
two years.  Then he  wakes to find
that the government has erased his
memory of the assignment.  He tries
to collect his paycheck, but learns
that he’s given up the money to
receive a collection of objects that are
somehow related.  He’s determined to
solve the mystery, but the bureaucra-
cy soon chases after him, hoping to
arrest him for something else he can’t
remember.
Rated “PG-13” for intense action, vio-
lence and brief language.

Storytelling
Main Library - Toddler Storytime will
resume on January 6th.
Fairview Branch – Call to confirm
holiday schedule - 2101 Ocean Park
Blvd – 310-450-0443. Twilight Story
Time -7pm – an ongoing program for
3-5 year olds. 
Montana Avenue Branch – Call to
confirm holiday schedule - 1704
Montana Ave – 310-829-7081. Family

Story Time – 7:00 p.m., all ages.
Ocean Park Branch – Call to con-
firm holiday schedule - 2601 Main
St. – 310-392-3804. Toddler Storytime
to resume January 6th.

Yoga & Exercise
Yoga Baby (Venice) – 310-306-
9381. Closed Dec. 22 – Jan. 4 for the
holidays.  Classes will resume
Monday, January 5
Yoga Works – 2215 Montana Ave,
310-393-5150; Pre/postnatal – 12:15
– 1:40 p.m., $15.  Mommy and Me –
1:45 – 3:00 p.m.
Mommy Care – 11870 Santa Monica
Blvd, at the Dance Factory, West LA,
310-394-6711. Pregnancy Exercise –
9:15 – 10:15 a.m.; Post Partum
Exercise – 10:15 – 11:15 a.m. (babies
welcome, includes baby massage and
workout at the end)
Santa Monica YMCA – 1332 6th St.,
310-393-2721
Pre-natal Water Work – 10 – 11 a.m.
and 7:30 – 8:30 p.m.  Free for mem-
bers.  Non-members pay $15.00 regu-
lar YMCA day fee or buy a  ten-class
card for $70 ($7 per class)

Breastfeeding Group
The Pump Station, 310-826-5774.
No classes/group meetings Dec. 22 –
Jan. 4th.  Classes resume January
5th.

Other
Magicopolis – 8 p.m., 1418 4th St.,
Admission is $20 Call 310-451-2241
for info.
Children’s Holiday Films and
Cartoons - Tuesdays in December on
the Third Street Promenade near
Wilshire.  Just after dark.  Visit
www.downtownsm.com for more info.

WEDNESDAY
Storytelling
Library story times to resume the
week of January 5th – 9th.
Barnes and Noble, Westside
Pavilion – 2 pm – ages 2-5 – 310-
475-4144

Border’s, Westwood – 11am – 310-
475-3444.

Yoga & Exercise
Yoga Baby (Venice) – 310-306-9381.
Closed Dec. 22 – Jan. 4 for the holi-
days.  Classes will resume Monday,
January 5
Yoga Works – 2215 Montana Ave,
310-393-5150. No pre/post-natal
classes on the 31st.
Ocean Oasis Day Spa, 1333 Ocean
Avenue, 458-8190. No classes Dec.
24. Classes resume the week of
January 5th  - 9th.

Breastfeeding Group
The Pump Station – 826-5774. No
classes/group meetings Dec. 22 –
Jan. 4th.  Classes resume January
5th

THURSDAY 
Happy New Year to All!

FRIDAY
Yoga & Exercise
Yoga Works – 2215 Montana Ave,
310-393-5150; Pre/postnatal – 12:15
– 1:45 p.m., $15.
Yoga Baby (Venice) – 310-306-9381;
Closed Dec. 22 – Jan. 4 for the holi-
days.  Classes will resume Monday,
January 5.
Ocean Oasis Day Spa, 1333 Ocean
Avenue, 458-8190. Classes resume
the week of January 5th – 9th.
Pre/Post Natal Yoga/Gentle Flow –
10:30 – 11:45 a.m.; Yoga for Fitness –
noon – 1 p.m Private sessions avail-
able; call Kate Thomas, RN – 408-
1717

Other
Magicopolis – 8 p.m., 1418 4th St.,
Admission is $20 Call 310-451-2241
for info.

SATURDAY
Storytelling
Barnes and Noble, 3rd St. Prom-

enade – Kid’s Story Time – 10am –
310-260-9110
Barnes and Noble, Westside
Pavilion – 10:30am – ages 2-5 –
310-475-4144. 

Yoga & Exercise
Yoga Baby (Venice) – 310-306-
9381; Closed Dec. 22 – Jan. 4 for the
holidays.  Classes will resume
Monday, January 5.
Mommy Care – 11870 Santa Monica
Blvd. at the Dance Factory, West LA,
394-6711; Pregnancy Exercise – 8:30
– 9:30 a.m.; Post Partum Exercise –
8:30 – 9:30 a.m. (babies welcome,
includes baby massage and workout
at the end)  

Other
Puppetolio – 1:00 and 3:00pm, 310-
656-0483, 1255 2nd St., ages 3 & up,
reservations suggested
Magicopolis – 2 and 8 p.m., 1418 4th
St., Admission is $20 for evening, $15
for matinee. Call 310-451-2241 for
info.

SUNDAY
Main Street Farmer’s Market – 9:30
a.m. – 1:00 p.m., corner of Main St.
and Ocean Park Blvd.  Pony rides, live
music, lots of vendors and great fam-
ily socializing. 
Puppetolio – 1:00 and 3:00pm, 310-
656-0483, 1255 2nd St., ages 3 & up,
reservations suggested
Magicopolis – 2 p.m., 1418 4th St.,
Admission is $15. Call 310-451-2241
for info.

MONDAY
Storytelling
Barnes and Noble, 3rd St. Prom-
enade – Toddler Story Time – 10am –
310-260-9110
Main Library – Lap Time at Joslyn
Park, 9:30 a.m. (No meeting on Jan.
19th and Feb. 16th.)  Ages 0-24
months with adult.
Ocean Park Branch – 2601 Main
Street, 310-392-3804. “Spanish for
Little Ones”, 11:15 a.m.  Rhymes, songs
and very simple stories in Spanish for
ages 2-5 with adult.

Breastfeeding Group 
The Pump Station – 310-826-5774,
no pre-reg required, first class free,
$10 fee thereafter.  Moms/babies 0-4
months, 1:00 – 2:30 p.m.

Yoga & Exercise
Yoga Works, 2215 Montana Ave, 310-
393-5150 Pre/Postnatal – 12:15 –
1:45pm, $15
Yoga Garden, - Restorative yoga for
pre/postnatal – 6:30 p.m., 310-450-
0133.  www.yogagardenstudios.com
Yoga Baby (Venice) – 310-306-9381
– Mommy & Me (ages 0-5 years) – 10
– 11 a.m.; (infants only) – 1 – 2 p.m..
Pre-natal yoga – 11:15 a.m. – 12 :30
p.m.
Ocean Oasis Day Spa, 1333 Ocean
Avenue, 458-8190. Pre/Post Natal
Yoga/Gentle Flow – 10:30 – 11:45 a.m.;
Yoga for Fitness – noon – 1 p.m.
Private sessions available; call Kate
Thomas, RN – 408-1717

CALENDAR:

�

 oonniiccaa  mmootthheerrss  aanndd  mmootthheerrss  ttoo  bbee

SPONSORED BY:

REGISTRATION IS
UNDERWAY FOR MANY
WINTER PROGRAMS IN

SANTA MONICA

Santa Monica YMCA –
Parent/Child Gym and Water
Enrichment – 3 months and up.
Registration is underway for
the winter session beginning
January 3. Call 310-393-2721
for information or pick up a
registration form at the YMCA
at 1332 Sixth St.

City of Santa Monica – the city
offers a number of classes for
parents and children together,
kids and adults including
Baby/Toddler classes, dancing,
yoga, art and a variety of
sports.  Registration began
December 11, most classes
begin the week of January
12th.  Class details and regis-
tration forms can be found in
the current winter issue of
Seascape (in the RecScape
insert) or online at www.santa-
monica.org then follow
Seascape and registration links.  

Music Together – a music and
movement program for infants,
toddlers and pre-schoolers.
For ages birth to 4 years.
Classes begin January 12th.
Free demonstration classes are
being held on January 7th &
10th.  Classes are held in
downtown Santa Monica, the
Santa Monica Airport and
Pacific Palisades.  Call 310-
396-4436 for info.
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BEST PARENTING
BOOK FOR 2003

“Developing Your Child’s 
Emotional Intelligence; Ten Steps 
To Self Control Before Age 3!”
By M. Altman, Dr. Reyes and A. Bitton

Available at Amazon.com and Barnes & Nobles Bookstores

“Best Framer in Los Angeles”
LA Magazine

Catering to the Interior Design 
and Film Industry

✔ Speedy & professional service
✔ All work done on the premises
✔ Special discounts to the trade

Your family portraits deserve a professional touch.

Universal Art Gallery • 2001 Lincoln Blvd., Venice • phone: (310) 302-8909

THE LACTATION STATION
• One-on-One Consultations
• Breastfeeding Support Groups
• Breastfeeding Education and 

Support Line
• Pump Rentals
• Supplies and Equipment

(310) 829-8944  • www.stjohns.org

Chiropractic & Accupuncture

Victoria D. Lucas
D.C., LAc. QME

Vita Wellness 
MAXIMUM FAMILY CARE IN ONE LOCATION

310-449-1222
2222 Santa Monica Blvd.• Ste. 203

Santa Monica, CA 90404



(Editor’s note: Soaring demand for natural gas and a
Bush administration push to speed production are creat-
ing a new energy boom in the Rocky Mountain West — an
area the industry sees as “America's Middle East.” In
the fourth installment of a five-part series, The
Associated Press examines industry's growing clashes
with rural economies that have adapted since the last
energy bust by drawing retirees and others who prefer
pristine vistas to oil and gas rigs). 

BY JUDITH KOHLER 
Associated Press Writer 

NEW CASTLE, Colo. — For 10 years, Garland and
Diana Anderson have lived on a mesa in western
Colorado and loved nearly every minute — the mountain
views, the antelope and elk, the peace. 

“We like the view, we like the fresh air, we like the
quiet, we like the privacy,” Garland Anderson said of the
retirement home the couple bought in 1989, when the
region was still struggling to recover from an oil-shale
bust. 

The Andersons are among those who believe the
Western economy must undergo a fundamental shift,
from the extraction of natural resources to one that
encourages preservation and uses its natural beauty to
lure tourists. It is a philosophy that is running smack into
the government's push to speed up energy development
in the Rockies to ease the nation's dependence on foreign
sources of oil and gas. 

Industry representatives insist they can help meet the
demands of an energy-hungry country in a responsible
way, pointing to new technology and drilling techniques
that have less impact on the environment. 

Bev and Sam Sharp hope that isn't idle talk. Four years
ago, the retired teachers moved from Southern California
to a house atop a bluff in Pinedale, in the western
foothills of Wyoming's Wind River Mountains. They live
along a migration route for mule deer and pronghorn
antelope. It is thought to be one of the longest such cor-
ridors in the Western Hemisphere. 

But hundreds of gas wells have been drilled in the
Pinedale area and more are in the works. 

“People are moving this way for beautiful landscapes
and wildlife, and we're afraid that's going to be taken out
at an alarmingly quick rate,” Bev Sharp said. 

The Sharps and the Andersons are “lone eagles,” gen-
erally home-based entrepreneurs or retirees who, along
with tourists, have become key players in an economy
tied to the quality of the natural surroundings. They are
clear about their desire for responsible development. 

Others, however, are eager to cash in on the new ener-
gy boom. Drilling is expected to raise $11.6 million in
property taxes and $1.6 million in other taxes for
Colorado's Garfield County this year alone. 

“We are basically pro-
energy,” said Don Davis, a
commissioner in nearby Rio
Blanco County. He said the
industry, from coal mining
to gas drilling, contributes
as much as 80 percent of the
county's revenue. 

Still, more than 100
economists this month
voiced concern about the
government's environmen-
tal policies. In a letter to
President Bush and Western

governors, they said the environment is arguably the
region's “greatest, long-run economic strength.” 

They also said the energy bust in the mid-1980s forced
communities from Montana to New Mexico to diversify
their business base — progress they fear might be erased
by a return to oil and gas. 

One of those economists was Tom Power, chairman of
the University of Montana's Department of Economics.
In an interview, he criticized the drive to increase energy
production in the Rockies, calling it an effort to “recreate
an economy built around intensive exploitation of the
natural landscape for commercial purposes.” 

“It directly threatens the source of growth and pros-
perity this region has had,” he said. 

Industry representatives say the huge gas reserves will
keep them in the Rockies for a long time. The U.S.
Energy Information Administration predicts the nation's
gas use will skyrocket at least 50 percent by 2025, and
production is declining in older fields such as the Gulf
Coast. In the Rockies, gas production in the Rockies
increased 162 percent from 1980 to 2001, according to
the National Petroleum Council and nonpartisan U.S.
Potential Gas Committee research group. 

“In a national sense, the Rockies have the most unde-
veloped potential that we can access,” said Joe Jaggers,
vice president of exploration and production in the
Denver office of the Oklahoma-based Williams energy
company. 

Energy officials are already scrambling to hire work-
ers. San Juan College in Farmington, N.M., home to the
Regional Energy Training Center, has received a $2 mil-
lion federal grant to boost oil and gas training. 

So far, 1,600 people have registered for classes at the
college, which is expanding the programs through
Colorado Mountain College in Glenwood Springs. 

All the energy companies in northwest New Mexico's
gas-rich San Juan Basin are facing severe labor short-
ages, said Jay Metzler, who works at the training center.
He said the companies are begging for workers, offering
starting salaries of $13 to $18 an hour in newspaper and
radio advertisements. 

Power of the University of Montana sounded a more
skeptical note. He said federal labor figures show that
mining and energy accounted for less than 2 percent of
the jobs in much of the Rockies in 2000. Technological
advances also mean oil and gas companies employ fewer
people, and most good-paying jobs go to nomadic, high-
ly trained workers. 

Oil and gas drilling can also dampen other parts of the
economy, said Josh Joswick, a commissioner in south-
west Colorado's La Plata County. He said as much as 60
percent of the county's property tax revenue comes from
oil and gas, but tourism is also a major revenue source. 

“That is affected by oil and gas development,” he said.
“All of a sudden your beautiful little tourist area is not
quite as beautiful, and people will probably start recon-
sidering whether to spend as much time here as you
would hope.” 

Keith Goddard of Rifle said he questions whether
some of the hunters he has guided for years in western
Colorado will return if there is widespread drilling on the
Roan Plateau, home to some of the area's largest deer and
elk herds. 

“Guys paying $2,500 to $3,500 don't want to be sitting
down, and then here's a gas rig going,” Goddard said.
“That puts me out of business. 

“But even if I weren't a hunter, I'd be concerned. What
price do you put on wildlife?” 

NATIONAL
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PHILLY STEAK
FAST FREE DELIVERY

1551 Ocean Ave.
(at Colorado)

in Santa Monica
Catering Available

GET A FREE SODA!
with each sandwich ordered for delivery.

Tel: (310)434-9668
Fax: (310)434-9668

Exp. 12/31/03 

WINDOW TINTING

2410 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica
(310) 453-3541

www.automotiveentertainment.com

Auto • Commercial • Residential • UV Coating • Lifetime Warranty

FREE ESTIMATES
CALL US FOR FREE COST SAVING 

TIPS FOR YOUR HOME

$20 OFF*
w/ this ad

*Any tint job over $60

Lic#743969

Amero-Biaigo
A Division of Amerocorp, Inc.

Men’s & Women’s 
Designer Clothing

Cost plus $1 for Italian Fashion & Accessories

Global fashion E-Store
www.ab-us.com

Member of The Certified International Fashion Designers Association - CIFDA

Benchen is back with Bhutan’s exquisite hand-woven 
textiles and many other hand-crafted items.

The Bhutan Shop

Holiday Sale: 35% OFF selected items

(310) 392-4991 2912 Main St., Santa Monica
(310) 985-2624 bhutanshop@aol.com

ARE YOU
BACKED UP?
IT’S EASY AND WILL SAVE YOU TIME

AND MONEY IN THE LONG RUN.

• Data backup packages start at $50 a month

• Daily and Weekly back ups available

• It’s automatic!

• Recovery assistance available.

Call Zylink at 866.227.9539

Energy boom jarring new, outdoors-
dependent economies of the West
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NOW OPEN

Over 1300 LOW CARB, LOW
FAT & SUGAR FREE products

1820 Wilshire Blvd. at 19th Street
(next to Froman’s Deli and Rite Aid)

310-828-0030
Hours: M-F 9am-7pm Sat & Sun 10am-6pm

www.purefoods.com

Opening in mid-January at: 
350 N. Canon Drive in Beverly Hills

LOW CARB 
MARKET

ADVANTAGE 

BARS

$ 1.79
Normally

$ 2.39

ALL BREAD IS 
ON SALE!

$4.99 Normally
$6.99

AFTER 13 YEARS BEL MONDO IS...

GOING OUT
OF BUSINESS

ENTIRE STOCK

50% 70%
—

F O R   M E N

1413 MONTANA AVENUE IN SANTA MONICA

OFF

(310) 394-7272  •  ALL FIXTURES FOR SALE!

HOURS: 9AM-9PM 7 DAYS A WEEK

EVERYTHING MUST GO!!

LAST 6 WEEKS!!!

“Thank you Santa Monica for 13 beautiful years! Happy Holidays!”

Bombs kill U.S. soldiers, Iraqi children
By The Associated Press

BAGHDAD, Iraq — Roadside bombs killed two
U.S. soldiers and two Iraqi children in central Iraq, a day
after strikes in the holy city of Karbala targeted
America's coalition partners and underscored how the
insurgency remains strong despite Saddam Hussein's
capture. 

The Karbala attacks — multiple, coordinated strikes
involving mortars, machine guns and a car bomb —
claimed six more lives Sunday, raising the death toll to 19. 

In central Baghdad on Sunday, a bomb planted beside
a road killed two Iraqi children and an American soldier
and wounded 14 people, said U.S. Army Sgt. Patrick
Compton of the Army's 1st Armored Division. The
wounded include five American soldiers, their Iraqi inter-
preter and eight members of the Iraqi civil defense corps. 

Attackers detonated another roadside bomb later
Sunday as a U.S. convoy was traveling on a road near
Fallujah, west of Baghdad, killing another American
soldier and wounding three, the U.S. military said. The
latest deaths bring the number of American combat
deaths since the invasion in March to 325. 

Despite the attacks, U.S. military officials say the
number of rebel assaults has dropped from about 50 a
day in mid-September to an average of 14 or 15 a day,
rising to 18 on Christmas Day. 

Chinese residents return home
By The Associated Press

BEIJING — Thousands of evacuees were returning
Monday to villages in China's southwest following the
sealing of a burst gas well that spewed toxic fumes and
left the area strewn with bodies of adults and children,
the government said. 

The death toll from the disaster last Tuesday near the
city of Chongqing rose by 35 to at least 233, the gov-
ernment said. 

On Monday, some 20,000 people were returning to
homes within three miles of the gas field in the town of
Gaoqiao, state television reported on its national noon
newscast. 

Thousands more residents returned to outlying areas
Sunday, a day after technicians wearing respirators and
protective suits dumped tons of sealant down the well to
plug it. The government says the burst well spewed a
toxic mix of natural gas and hydrogen sulfide. 

A total of 64,000 people fled the remote, mountain-
ous area after the disaster, according to the government.
Many have been sleeping on floors in schools and gov-
ernment buildings in nearby towns. 

Emergency crews were searching the remote, moun-
tainous area for survivors and more bodies, and scien-
tists tested the water and plants for poison residue. 

Jews stand firm on their soil
By The Associated Press

JERUSALEM — Jewish settlers on Monday vowed
to oppose Prime Minister Ariel Sharon's order to dis-
mantle four unauthorized West Bank outposts, warning
they will resist if soldiers come to evacuate their com-
munities. 

Meanwhile, Israeli security officials warned that mil-
itant groups are planning a major attack on New Year's
Eve, possibly targeting holy sites, kindergartens, apart-
ment buildings and hospitals. 

Police have been told to prepare for the possibility of
an attack by air, sea or land involving simultaneous sui-
cide bombings, the officials said, speaking on condition
of anonymity. Police declined to comment. 

Sharon signed the settlement evacuation order on
Sunday, a move that his justice minister called encour-

aging but only the start of what must be a wider push to
get rid of the outposts. Only one of the four, Ginnot
Arieh, is inhabited. 

Israel is required to dismantle more than 100 West
Bank outposts under the U.S.-backed “road map” peace
plan, but has not fulfilled its obligation. 

Oren Brund, the secretary of Ginnot Arieh, said the
10 families who live in the hilltop neighborhood would
appeal to the High Court. Settlers will oppose the evac-
uation if the court rules against them. 

“They YESHA (Settlers') Council will bring thou-
sands of people here and we will not move,” Brund told
Israel Radio. “There will be a clash ... there will not be
a violent confrontation.” 

Boarder talks about surviving avalanche
By The Associated Press

PROVO, Utah — J.D. Settle was panicked —
buried by an avalanche, he frantically dug himself out
only to be slammed by another wave of snow that left
him trapped up to his neck in Provo Canyon. 

“What it looked like when it comes off that horn is
just pure white coming at you. There's nothing but
white,” Settle said. 

Two days later, he joined rescuers searching for his
three friends who perished in that same avalanche. 

The body Mike Hebert, 19, of Orem, was found in
four feet of snow in Provo Canyon on Sunday afternoon.
He was identified by his driver's license and cell phone,
which were with the body, Utah County Sheriff Jim
Tracy said. 

Officials said a snow storm that hit the area Sunday
night and early Monday would prevent the search for
Adam Merz, 18, of Orem and Rod Newberry, 20, of
Pleasant Grove, from resuming Monday. 

Settle, Hebert, Merz and Newberry were among five
snowboarding friends swept away Friday by the ava-
lanche, in a remote area with no avalanche control.
Settle and a fifth man survived. Settle, 20, also of
Pleasant Grove, said he was told he spent an hour
trapped in the snow before he was dug out. He was treat-
ed for a knee injury and hypothermia.

WORLD BRIEFLY



COMICS

Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace
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Where the “locals”meet and the “fun loving”tourists always return!

1615 Ocean Front, Santa Monica (310) 393-2666
At Santa Monica Beach in front of the historic merry-go round, just

below & southeast of the pier. This location has been here since 1902

SUN • FUN • GREAT FOOD
BEER • WINE • MUSIC

SPORTS TV • 2 OUTDOOR PATIOS
SMOKING ALLOWED

REASONABLE PRICES! CHILDREN WELCOME!

“WORLD FAMOUS”

J A P A N E S E   R E S T A U R A N T

$15 Special
FREE California Roll & FREE Miso Soup

with $15 purchase or more

Sushi Special
Buy 1 get second item free

Exp. Dec. 31, 2003

2645  LINCOLN  BLVD. IN  SANTA  MONICA
(AT OCEAN PARK INSIDE THOMAS’ COFFEE SHOP)

(310) 452-2265
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CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale
Furniture
Pets
Boats

Jewelry
Wanted
Travel
Vacation Rentals
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Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness
Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Obituaries

$350 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.  
Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 15,000.
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Employment
$3 - 5K per week income poten-
tial work from home, NOT MLM.
(800)570-3782 Ext. 4020.

Administrative
Assistant

The Santa Monica Pier Restoration
Corporation seeks outgoing, motivated
individual to assist Executive Director
and staff. Must have excellent clerical
and interpersonal skills and knowledge
of most MSOffice programs. Visit santa-
monicapier.org for complete position
description.

Send resume with cover letter to:
SMPRC, Attn: Admin. Asst. Position

200 Santa Monica Pier, Suite A, 
Santa Monica, CA 90401  

Fax: 310-656-1698

AUTO SALES
WE ARE LOOKING FOR A 

MOTIVATED SALESPERSON 
TO JOIN OUR TEAM OF CAR 
SALES PROFESSIONALS. IF 
YOU CAN SELL, CALL THE 
SALES MANAGER FOR IN-
TERVIEW AT (310)451-1588.

SANTA MONICA FORD

BEAUTY STYLIST’S for new 
Fantastic Sams Salon in Santa 
Monica. Guarantee 9/hr and up.
(310)890-1222

CASHIERS AND Hourly Super-
visor. FT/PT Must be reliable, 
excellent customer svc skills & 
available weekends. Experi-
ence with Low Carbohydrate di-
ets a plus! Apply in person.Pure 
Foods 1820 Wilshire Blvd, SM.
EOE.

EXPERIENCED TELEMARK-
ETERS only. Needed to set ap-
pointments for salvage pick-up 
non-profit organization. Work 
from home. $400/wk. potential 
call Manny (310)753-4909.

FIGURE MODEL wanted. Fit fe-
male model wanted for figure 
drawing by artist. No experi-
ence necessary. Call (818)501-
0266

IMMEDIATE OPENING for full 
or part time Retail Sales Per-
son. Apply in person Mon-Sat 
10am-6pm. Wilshire West Fine 
Paper, 3023 Wilshire Blvd San-
ta Monica.

NEED SECURITY p/t am&pm 
for the city of Santa Monica call 
(714)531-0555.

SALES: 43 year old Forbes 500 
ranked affiliate co. is looking for 
sales pros to keep pace with 
rising gold market. Top earners 
make 200k+. Full benefits. No 
cold calling. Draw/comm. Santa 
Monica. Visit www.goldline.com 
or call (310)319-0313.

Employment
THE “GREAT American Pitchf-
est” will be held on Saturday, 
January 31st. at the Los An-
geles Convention Center . This 
will be the largest pitchfest ever 
held, and is for writers, produc-
ers, and directors for film and 
television of all genres and for-
mats. Attend training sessions 
with more than 10 “A-list”
speakers, celebrate at our 
“Sweet Taste of Success”
champagne and dessert buffet 
gala, and meet one-on-one with 
the power people of Hollywood 
who can help turn your movie 
and show ideas into reality. One 
“decision maker’ for every six 
participants. $150 until Decem-
ber 31 ($200 after). Only the 
most credible companies in Hol-
lywood invited. Visit website at 
www.pitchfest.com<  
http://www.pitchfest.com/> for 
full list & more information, or 
call 1-877-255-2528.

For Sale
ALL STORE fixtures for sale.
Bel Mondo going out of biz, 
1413 Montana Ave. (310)394-
7272.

APPLE IMAC: NEW 17” swivel 
screen, 1.25 GHz,, panther, 
80gb, 256mb, firewire, super-
drive. $1750 (310)919-7654.

ARCADE VIDEO GAMES for 
sale (818)252-7175.

Furniture
2 BEDROOM apartment furni-
ture for sale . For complete de-
scription & details. Call Paul 
Lorda (310)395-2558 or 
(310)804-0810.

7 PIECE Bedroom Set. All 
brand new! Wood sleigh bed, 
mattress set, nightstand, and 
more. Moving and must sell! 
List $2500. Giveaway $795.
(310)350-3814.

CHERRY SLEIGH Bed. Solid 
wood. Still in box. List $795.
Sacrifice $295. (310)350-3814

ITALIAN HOME & 
GARDEN FURNISHINGS

Mid-Century Venetian Glass
Tuscan Ceramics • Deruta Dinnerware

Florentine Leather • Chandeliers
Antique Linens • Jewelry

702 MONTANA AVENUE IN SANTA MONICA

(310) 394-0989
www.PonteV.com

ITALIAN LEATHER Sofa & 
Loveseat Brand new, still in 
crate from designer home 
show. List $3000. Sacrifice 
$995. Must sell! Will deliver! 
(310)350-3814.

KING DOUBLE Pillowtop Mat-
tress Set. Brand new, brand 
name. Must sell! List $895. Sac-
rifice $295. (310)350-3814

QUEEN DOUBLE Pillowtop 
Mattress Set. Plush, name 
brand, still in plastic. Warranty.
Was $595. Sacrifice $175.
(310)350-3814.

QUEEN ORTHO Mattress Set.
New, still in plastic w/warranty.
Must sell. $125 (310)350-3814.

Vehicles for sale

1230 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-451-1588

’02 Ford Explorer Sport
V6, Automatic PW P/L tilt,

CD, Alloys! (ID#54518
STK#P5068) $13,995

’95 Ford Escort
Auto, A/C P/windows,

(ID#213592 - STK#P4698)
$3,995

’98 Chev Cavalier
4DR, Automatic, A/C, CD

(ID#807680) $3,995

’02 Chev Tahoe L/S
Dual A/C, CD, Dual P/seats,

third seat, alloys, much more!
(ID#193678) $24,895

’01 Ford Expedition
4x4, Dual A/C, Loaded

(LIC#40BR776 - ID#B59858)
$19,995

’02 Ford Explorer XLT
V6, Leather, Rear A/C, Third

seat (LIC#4TRX317 -
ID#A61068) $18,995

OF SANTA MONICA

PLUS TAX, LICENSE & DOCUMENT 
FEE ON ALL VEHICLES

1995 HONDA Civic LX 4 door, 
gray, 96K, great condition 
$3900 obo call (310)944-9292.

FOR
SALE 
“Classic” 1982 
Jeep Wagoneer

Solid Vehicle, Very Reliable,
Custom Seats, CD sounds,

Surf Racks, lots of love 
in this Truck.

$2500 FIRM.

(310) 699-7835

Vehicles for sale

1401 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-394-1888
infinitiofsantamonica.com 

✯’00 BMW X5 4.4i✯
Sport Pkg! V8, Loaded, Low

Mileage! BEAUTIFUL! (H02400)

✯’02 Infiniti Q45 Navi✯
THE EXECUTIVE RIDE!
All Loaded, Low Miles

(v002529) 3 More Available

✯’03 Infiniti G35 Sedan✯
DVD Navi, Prem whis, Loaded

(v006982)

✯’01 Ford Mustang✯

CONVERTIBLE! Automatic 
2D, Leather, (8837P)

✯’02 Audi A8L✯
FULLY LOADED! Premium Whls.
Bose Premium Sound (001079)

✯’02 Honda S2000✯
4-Cyl. 2.0L VTEC, Leather,
6-Speed, Manuel (8767P)

✯’02 Lexus IS300✯
Sport Cross, LOADED! Prem
Wheels, Leather (043651)

✯’00 Volvo V70 XC AWD✯

SE Wagon
2.4L Turbo, Moon, alloys

VALUE PRICED! (v707506)

of Santa Monica

Vehicles for sale Vehicles for sale

1100 Santa Monica Blvd

(310) 319-1661
LAcarGUY.com

LEXUS/VOLKSWAGEN
OF SANTA MONICA

PRE-OWNED CENTER

2003 INFINITI G35
COUPE 2D

V6, Automatic, Leather,
Moon Roof (206812)

2002 LEXUS IS 300
SPORT CROSS

4D, Hatchback, Moon, Rear
Spoiler, Lthr (042025)

2003 VW BEETLE
GL Turbo Hatchback, 2D,

Automatic (424228)

2001 VW JETTA GLS
4D Sedan, Automatic, Alloys,

Moom Roof (173214)

1999 LEXUS ES 300 
4D Sedan, 4-SD, Alloys
Moon Roof (163767)

1999 LEXUS LX 470
4D Sport Utility, Automatic,

Leather, Moon (075956)HURRY TO: 
832 Santa Monica Blvd.

800-944-4157
LAcarGUY.com

YEAR END BLOW OUTS!

’02 FORD FOCUS
4-door, ZTS

(2W176696) $8,990

’03 ECLIPSE GTS
LOADED, Blk, 8K miles

(3E083774) $19,995

’01 NISSAN GXE
AT, AC, PW, CD & MORE

(16437681) $8,995

’02 PT CRUISER LTD
Moon Roof, Leather
(2T246299) $15,990

’03 COROLLA LE
Power windows and locks

(3Z111168) $13,995

’02 FORD TAURUS SES
PST, AW

(2A142548) $9,995

’01 FORD WINDSTAR
Super Clean - Loaded 
(1BB37955) $9,850

AD EXPIRES 1/5/03
All advertised prices exclude gov-
ernment fees and taxes, any
finance charges, any dealer doc-
ument preparation charges, and
any emission testing charge.

Instruction

DRUM LESSONS in your 
home! Great w/children & be-
ginners, first lesson FREE! Call 
Tom (310)422-2699.

Wanted
EXECUTIVE HOUSEKEEPER
looking for permanent live-out 
position. 15 yr experience. With 
references, bilingual. Have own 
transportation,CDL/insured,love 
children and animals. (310)895-
0993

WANTED: SANTA Monica 
Mermaid City Seal as well as 
other SM memorobilia. Cash 
PAid! (310)780-5719.

For Rent

GEORGETOWN LAKE MT De-
luxe 4 bdrm overlooking pristine 
mountain lake. Blue ribbon 
fishery. Minutes from Jack Nick-
laus golf course. Hike, boat, 
swim, horseback ride. Wildlife 
galore. Stunning sunset views.
$1200 per week. (310) 899-
3777

For Rent

WLA $1390/MO. 2 Bedrooms, 1 
bath, hardwood floors, large 
kitchen (310)391-8880.

For more details
call Elise at 
the Daily Press.

310.458.7737
Ext. 101
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For Rent
3RD STREET PROMENADE 
Apts. Ocean views, remodeled 
units 1+1, $1500-$2000, 2+2 
$2100-$2500. 1453 3rd Street.
MOVE IN SPECIALS! 
(310)862-1000.

Casa Loma Apartment
101 Dudley Ave. Venice
NOW LEASING!

Steps to the beach
Singles and Studios
$695.00 to $1095.00

MOVE IN SPECIAL
FIRST MONTH FREE!

(Requires S.D. & 1 yr. lease)
1-888-399-1166

NEW  STUDIO Apartments 
available. $1075-$1345. Six 
blocks to beach. Promenade 
area!  (310)656-0311                    

SANTA MONICA $1295/mo.
1232 Harvard.

Beautiful 1 bdrm, 1ba.
Prestigious location, secluded 

builiding. Features large 
closets, stove, dishwasher,

gated parking.
Owner will consider pets.

Walk to shops, restaurants & 
transportation.
(310)717-7963

SANTA MONICA $1250/mo. 2 
bedroom/ 1 bath. Appliances, 
no pets, parking, 1935 Clover-
field Blvd. #18 Santa Monica, 
Ca. 90404 Manager in #19.

WLA OCEANVIEW & Breezes.
Top of hill, private deck-yard 
large 1 bedroom, $1095-$1150.
(310)390-4610.

For Rent

SANTA MONICA 1 bedroom 
condo,endunit, quiet 6Plex, 
prime location. 1 block North of 
Montana, gourmet kitchen, Vik-
ing Range, stainless steel appli-
ances, Italian tile, patio off of 
French doors, oak hardwood 
floors,1 parking space+ stor-
age, laundry, 1 year lease, no 
pets, $1900/mo. Call for ap-
pointment. (323)222-8929.

Roommates
90 DAY RENTAL: SHARE 2+2 
NEAR WILSHIRE/6TH. PARK-
ING, UTILITIES, CABLE/IN-
TERNET, $700/MO. START-
ING IN JANUARY. (310)395-
4433 or nicksper@adelphia.net

Commercial Lease

MDR SHARE space. New suite, 
3 space in small Law Firm. Law 
Library, Conference Room, Re-
ceptionist, Copier, DSL, Parking 
Available, 90 Freeway close.
Starting at $800. (310)553-
0756.

Commercial Lease

SANTA MONICA
OFFICES

310.395.4620
$1450.00 AND UP..

• CHARMING MEDITERRANEAN STYLE
• NEAR PROMENADE - WINDOWS OPEN
• GARDEN COURTYARD BUILDING
• TELEPHONE SYSTEM INCLUDED
• NEW PAINT AND CARPET
• FURNISHED AVAILABLE
• SHORT OR LONG TERM
• PARKING INCLUDED
• 2 TO 4 ROOMS
• AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY

SM/OCEAN PARK: room avail-
able in well located Chiropractic
& Acupuncture office 3 days 
per/wk $500/mo. Jasmine 
(310)392-9596.

Real Estate
AFFORDABLE HOUSING
Open Community Corporation 
of Santa Monica announces the 
opening of the 2004 Marketing 
List. To be considered you 
must pick up an appointment 
card at 1423 2nd St., #B  Santa 
Monica, between December 15 
and January 13. EOH 8:00am-
3:00pm  Mon-Thurs.

AGAPE ESTATES
Pride of Ownership

Homes and Units
Realtor and Developer

Call Today
310-745-4847
Buy or Sell Tomorrow

Real Estate Wanted
MOTIVATED BUYER: I buy 
houses, any area, any price, 
any condition .
Call (310)422-4933 .

Massage
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal 
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
Energy balancing. Strictly non-
sexual. Introductory specials 
from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, L.M.T.
(310)749-0621

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong 
and tender relaxing bodywork 
by mature European. Professio-
nal Lady Sonja (310)397-0433.

FEMALE MASSAGE THERA-
PIST NEEDED. WILL TRAIN 
$40. (323)660-3732. NO EXPE-
RIENCE NECCESSARY, CALL 
DAVID. NON-SEXUAL 
PLEASE.

OCEAN THERAPY: nice relax-
ing massage Spanish & Asian 
Staff (310)899-3709.

OLIVIA FULL body massage.
Smooth, thorough, divinely re-
laxing by beautiful, mature 
woman. Professional & licensed 
$120/hr. $80/ 1/2  hr. (310)915-
5519.

REVITALIZE & Rejuvenate.
Body, Mind & Spirit with a ther-
apeutic Swedish/Deep-tissue 
massage. Laura (310)394-2923  
(310)569-0883.

STRONG & SOOTHING Swed-
ish & Deep-Tissue body work.
Only $40/70min. Non-sexual.
Paul: (310)741-1901.

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE,
Swedish, Accupressure, 
Deep-tissue, Sports Mas-
sage, Reflexology. For apt 
call Tracy at (310)435-0657.

Business Opps
LOCAL VENDING route 60 ma-
chines. Locations  included, all 
for $10.995. (800)509-7909.

Fitness

in Santa Monica

1335 B 4th St.
310-917-1371

The Power to Amaze Yourself.™

GET 50% OFF THE
SERVICE FEE

Offer valid 7/15/03 thru 11/30/03
*Based on first visit enrollment, minimum. 12 months c.d. 

program. Service fee paid at time of enrollment. 
Not valid with any other offer.

Have Fun Getting
FIT By the BEACH

Inquire About Our Way to
Wellness Program! Exercise,

Eating & Stress Management … 
All In One Great Program!

Located at the Loews
Santa Monica Beach Hotel

310-842-5657
www.globalfitnesssolutionsonline.com

Feel Better…Lose Weight…Improve your Health!

Facials  • Yoga  • Pilates • Therapeutic Massage
Pregnancy & Post-pregnancy services

BRING IN A FRIEND FOR YOGA AND SHE’S FREE!

1333 Ocean Avenue in Santa Monica 

(310) 458-8190
Dr. Lisa Masterson, M.D. 

Ocean Oasis
A Medical Day Spa for Women

TAI CHI/I-CHIUNG classes in 
Santa Monica call for info.
(626)429-6360.

Personals

NEXT EVENT:

January 5th @ 7 pm

WORLD CAFE IN SANTA MONICA
RSVP’s Required

LOG ONTO www.fastdater.com

FASTDATER.COM HAS 
REVOLUTIONIZED THE WAY

PEOPLE DATE TODAY!
Have you had it with blind dates? Then
FastDater is for you! Participants even
tell us it feels like you are on a game

show — dating finally made fun!

MOTHER SEARCHING FOR 
DOUG HESSMAN, CANNOT 
TALK. BELIEVED TO BE IN 
STREET, WANTED HOME.

$10,000 REWARD GETTING 
HIM HOME TO MOTHER.

(310)453-4506.

❤❤
Talk to a Model 24hrs.

310-786-8400
818-264-1906
213-259-1902
949-722-2222
$15/15 min.

CC/Check OK
www.USLove.com

Century West Properties
Exceptional Westside Rentals

LEASING CENTER
1437 SEVENTH STREET, SUITE 200
SANTA MONICA

Complementary Rental List  &
Leasing  Consultation
Walk-ins Welcome 10am – 6pm Daily
(310) 899-9580

Now offering obituary listings.
For more details call the Daily Press.

310.458.7737 ext. 111

Pay tribute
to a

loved one.

WE ARE THE 

GIG IN TOWN!

Call Mitch at the Santa Monica Daily Press
310.458.7737 ext.111

The Daily Press Hiring Guarantee:
Run an ad in the classified section of the Santa
Monica Daily Press for 4 weeks and we’ll guarantee
that you’ll find the perfect employee!
Call for more details.

Classiest

YOUR AD
HERE

ADVERTISE!!!

Santa Monica Daily
Press Classifieds

310.458.7737 
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DENTAL
EMERGENCY?

UCLA Parkside Medical

2428 SANTA MONICA BLVD., SUITE 303 • SANTA MONICA

• Evening hours + emergency services
• Root Canals, Crowns, Veneers
• 20+ years of experience
• UCLA Graduate
• Most insurances accepted
• Cosmetic Dentistry

Dr. David Taft, DDS

310-315-3676

Brainstorm for the New Year
50% Holiday Discount to all callers

PPrroommoottee  yyoouurr    bbuussiinneessss  iinn  tthhee  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa

Services

A/C CONSTRUCTION

COMMERCIAL
Residential Remodel

HONEST & RELIABLE

FREE ESTIMATES

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

A1 CONSTRUCTION, framing, 
drywall, electrical. 30 years in 
this area. Free estimate.
(310)475-0497 or (310)415-
7134.

PICTURE FRAMES custom 
made by professional (310)980-
2674.

Services
B.C. HAULING clean-up; all 
types big truck; hydrolic liftgate 
-small truck. No Saturdays.
(310)714-1838.

BEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES for 
small businesses and individu-
als. Quickbooks, MYOB and Mi-
crosoft Money. Reasonable 
Rates. (310)876-0363.

EXECUTIVE HOUSEKEEPER
looking for permanent live-out 
position. 15 yr.experience w/ref-
erences, bilingual. Have own 
transportation CDL/insured, 
love children and animals 
(310)895-0993.

Services

HARDWOOD
Floors & Molding

Laminate
$0.89/sq.ft.

Solid Oak Prefinish
3-1/4x3/4

$2.39/sq.ft.

Engineered Floor
$1.49/sq.ft.

Bamboo Floor
$2.39/sq.ft.

Unfinished Solid Wood
$0.99/sq.ft.

All Pergo, Columbia, Shaw, Bruce, Anderson &
Mohawk floors on sale. All molding & handrails &

stairs part & all prefinish & unfinished flooring sale.
BEST PRICES IN TOWN.

DISCOUNT

(800) 984-2925

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,

unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and 
other home/office paper 

management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL 
ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

Services
HEAD SHOTS. Price includes 
shoot fee, contact sheets, nega-
tives & expenses. $250.
www.randphoto.net (310)395-
0147.

HOME THEATER AND MUSIC:
system design, installing and 
troubleshooting. 16 years expe-
rience with audio/video sys-
tems, satellite, cable, telephone 
and computer networks.
(310)450-6540.

KIM’S CHRISTMAS TREES
Finest Quality and Service

We offer tree removal.
Call for an appointment.

(310) 828-5467

Services
MARCO TELECOM: Phone 
jacks, installation & repair. Re-
wiring phone line, splitting busi-
ness. (310)301-1926, pager:
(310)351-7673.

NBM CONSTRUCTION
Room Additions, Remodel,

Electric, Plumbing, Carpentry
(888) 420-5866 

Lic#745354

NOTICE TO
READERS:

California  law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that
total $500 or more (labor or 

materials) be licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board. State law also requires 
that contractors include their

license number on all 
advertising.You can check the 

status of your licensed 
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed 

contractors taking jobs that
total less than $500 must state

in their advertisements that 
they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board.

PAINTING TOP QUALITY  A&A 
custom,Interior And Exterior .
Free Quote. Jeff Arrieta 
(310)560-9864.

Services

The Gift of a Lifetime
$189 Instant Biography

$489 Foundation Biography
“The Best Stories are Stories 

Remembered”

LIZ CROW (310) 442-9266

TOWN & Country Builder. Ma-
sonry work, concrete, drive-
ways, brick, stone wall, patio, 
tile. State/Lic. 441191 (310)578-
7108.

When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!

NED PARKER 
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured • Lic#658-486
PAINTING • CARPENTRY • ROOFING

CONCRETE • ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869

Business Services

HOW can you get the power 
of email working for your 
business?

Great Big Noise
www.greatbignoise.com

Computer Services

COMPUTER HELP: Your office 
or home. Typing, tutorial, Micro-
soft Word, Excel, Access, inter-
net navigation, software instal-
lation. Also, notary public serv-
ices. (310)207-3366

“My organizing services have certainly branched out along the
Westside due to the exposure in the Santa Monica Daily Press. Busy
families need organization and the response I have received from the
directory has proved to be very beneficial. Whether you are a comput-
er tutor or mover remind yourself to place  an ad in the directory and
hire a professional organizer to ensure more progress within your
home.”

— Christine Cohen

“I’ve gotten great response from my ad and a lot of jobs. You provide
wonderful customer service and your rates are well within my budget.
Dealing with nice people is always a pleasure.”

— Frank, Realistic Roofing

“It's great to have a Santa Monica daily back  for our community that
gives excellent service.” 

— Howard Greenburg, Howard Management group

“I get lots of calls on my ads. Your service is impeccable. You take care
of my needs & remind me of renewals. Your cover everything of what
is important in Santa Monica. Your a great daily.”

— Diego Guida

“Recently I placed an advertisement for employment for my restaurant
located on the Promenade. The response I received was tremendous.
This was my first experience with Santa Monica Daily Press. Mitch
Troy made my experience easy and pleasurable and I will not hesitate
to call Mitch for any future advertisement needs. Thank you Daily
Press for all your help.

— Jim Rickwalt, Johnnie’s Italian Restaurant

Daily Press Classifieds

YOUR AD HERE
ADVERTISE!!!

Santa Monica Daily Press Classifieds
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A FAMILY OF DEALERS

Drivers 
wanted.®

By The Associated Press 

■ LONDON — Rock guitarist Pete Townshend con-
sidered suicide after his arrest on suspicion of possessing
child pornography, a newspaper quoted him as saying. 

“If I had had a gun, I would have shot myself,” The Who
co-founder said in The Observer Sunday newspaper. “And
if I had shot myself, it would have been ... awful because it
would have confirmed what everybody thought.” 

He reportedly said that low point came after his arrest
in January as part of Operation Ore, an FBI-led crack-
down on Internet child pornography. 

Townshend was cleared in May of possessing porno-
graphic images of children but still was placed on a
national register of sex offenders. That registration was
part of a formal police caution he received for accessing
a Web site containing images of child abuse. 

London's Metropolitan Police said after a four-month
investigation that Townshend “was not in possession of
any downloaded child abuse images” but had accessed a
site containing such images in 1999. 

The 58-year-old musician acknowledged using his
credit card to enter a Web site advertising child pornog-
raphy but said he was doing research for his autobiogra-
phy and a campaign against child pornography. He
denies being a pedophile. 

The Observer quoted him as reiterating that denial,
although he acknowledged that his actions were
“wrong” and “stupid.” 

■ NEW YORK — Ellen DeGeneres actually thought
her career was over. 

She became a hero to gays in 1997, following the
most highly publicized coming out in modern history.
But she soon lost her NBC sitcom “Ellen,” and her girl-
friend, actress Anne Heche. A second sitcom, “The
Ellen Show” came and went in 2001. 

But since the September premiere of her syndicated
talk show, “The Ellen DeGeneres Show,” on NBC,

DeGeneres has become a hot commodity and the show's
ratings continue to climb. 

“Now it seems like everything is so flattering and
positive. I'm savoring this,” DeGeneres told The New
York Times in Sunday's editions. 

Guests on her show have included Tom Cruise,
Gwyneth Paltrow and Diane Keaton, and DeGeneres,
45, is an expert at getting to the heart of things in a play-
ful and good-natured manner. 

■ STOCKHOLM, Sweden — Former chief U.N.
weapons inspector Hans Blix was named the winner of
the $50,000 Olof Palme Prize Monday for his work in
trying to stop the spread of weapons of mass destruction. 

“He has under circumstances of strong external pres-
sure demonstrated an independence and a commitment to
principle which have inspired respect and admiration
throughout the world,” the Olof Palme Memorial Fund for
International Understanding and Common Security said. 

The award is endowed by the family of the slain
Swedish prime minister and the governing Social
Democratic Party. The memorial fund board, which
chooses recipients, said Blix “worked throughout his
life for the benefit of international law, peace, and the
United Nations.” 

Blix is a former Swedish foreign minister who led the
International Atomic Energy Agency from 1981-97 and
retired from the United Nations in June. 

A prize ceremony in the Swedish capital Jan. 30 will
mark the birthday of Palme, who was shot to death Feb.
28, 1986, on a Stockholm street as he and his wife walked
home unguarded from a downtown movie theater. 

■ SAN FRANCISCO — Nick Cannon is so busy
these days he sometimes has a hard time keeping his
roles straight. 

The 23-year-old star of “Love Don't Cost a Thing”
has his own Nickelodeon show, has just released a self-
titled album featuring the single “Gigolo,” and has a role

in the upcoming “Garfield” movie based on the comic
strip cat. He also is executive producer of the action-
adventure film, “Underclassman.” 

“Last time I was on Nickelodeon I was performing
live, and usually when I perform I take my shirt and
throw my clothes out into the audience,” Cannon told
the San Francisco Chronicle on Sunday. 

“I guess I kind of forgot I was doing a show for kids,
and the fire marshall jumped onstage in the middle of
the show and told me I couldn't be throwing stuff in the
audience because they might get hurt.” 

Cannon said he plays the voice of Louis the Mouse in
the “Garfield” movie. 

■ FAIRBANKS, Alaska — U.S. Sen. Ted Stevens
has sent his pair of six-month-old husky pups to Alaska
for a little education. 

The pups — named Taz and Keely — are learning
about sled dog racing from four-time Iditarod winner
Susan Butcher and her husband, Dave Monson, a Yukon
Quest champion. 

Stevens, an Alaska Republican, grinned when reporters
in his Washington office asked about the dogs recently. 

“I understand that one of them has made the team,”
the senator said with a laugh. 

Well, almost. At this age, the puppies' muscles aren't
developed enough to run far, said Monson. Six miles has
been the longest outing to date, Monson said. 

But Taz has shown promise as a leader. “I just threw
Taz up in lead to see what would happen,” Monson said.
“He didn't look right or left.” 

Keely is “a little less focused,” Monson said, but it's
still early. 

“Actually, I'm getting kind of enthusiastic about their
potential,” Monson said. 

The senator said he didn't want to keep the dogs at his
Washington, D.C., home full-time. They needed some space
to run, he decided. So he contacted Butcher and Monson. 

Stevens, 80, said he missed his new charges, to a point. 

Pete Townshend: ‘If I had a gun, I would have shot myself’


