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WHAT A WASTE OF PAINT: Ray Nelson wipes off graffiti from his 1979 Chevrolet truck on the corner of Pier Avenue and 18th Street on Monday
morning. Several cars were hit by vandals, who are believed to be from a Venice gang, police said. 
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PUBLIC SAFETY FACILITY Witnesses to a
crime who are too scared to come forward
can now do so without fear by making an
anonymous tip.

The Santa Monica Police Department
has joined with 24 other local law enforce-
ment agencies in Los Angeles County to
participate in Crime Stoppers, a program
in which witnesses can provide informa-
tion on crimes they may have seen or have
knowledge of without giving personal
information.

Crime Stoppers, which is run by a non-
profit of the same name, helps law enforce-
ment agencies investigate crimes by sharing
information across jurisdictions, creating a
strong network that enables a virtual free
flow of information, all while maintaining a
witness’ anonymity.

Tipsters may be eligible for cash rewards
for information leading to an arrest.

The SMPD also uses We-Tip, a similar
hotline that allows witnesses to leave tips
anonymously. We-Tip can be reached at
(800)78-CRIME (800-78-27463).

Crime Stoppers can be reached at (800)
222-TIPS. People can leave text messages
also, or can visit the Crime Stoppers Web site
at www.lacrimestoppers.com.

news@smdp.com 

BY NICK TABOREK
Daily Press Staff Writer

SUNSET PARK Residents of a quiet block
here were shocked Monday morning to dis-
cover 11 vehicles and several fences and
signs covered with graffiti that police said
was likely the work of a Venice gang.

The vandals apparently targeted the
1700 block of Pier Avenue, leaving police
and residents of the normally peaceful
neighborhood confused about a possible
motive.

The vandals burglarized one car and
attempted to burglarize another during the
incident, which occurred late Sunday night
or early Monday, police said. There were no
witnesses to the crimes and no one has
been arrested.

“It’s the first time anything like this has
happened around here,” said Daren

Hiltunen, who on Monday was trying to
paint over the name of a gang that had been
scrawled on his property’s fence.

“If it’s gang related it’s stupid because
nobody in this neighborhood or street is in
a gang,” said a woman who lives on Pier
Avenue and who asked not to be named
because her property was vandalized.

Another resident, who also asked to
remain anonymous, said: “It’s a nice, nice
neighborhood, really quiet.”

Members of the Santa Monica Police
Department’s graffiti abatement team were
sent to document the vandalism on
Monday but police did not release an  esti-
mate of the total damages. Several resi-
dents, though, said they were able clean the
paint off their cars at an auto detailing busi-
ness.

“The biggest thing is trying to figure
why that block,” said Sgt. Jay Trisler, an

SMPD spokesman. “It’s common for gang
members or crews to tag areas but this one
I can’t put my finger on.”

While it appeared the car burglary was
related to the vandalism, Trisler said the
extent of graffiti on the block showed bur-
glary was not the only motive.

“This is something different. This is
something malicious,” Trisler said.

He said the investigation is ongoing and
will involve cooperation with the Los
Angeles Police Department. He said noth-
ing so far indicates that a gang member has
moved into the Sunset Park neighborhood
or that the incident was targeted at a single
person or residence on the block.

Police did not say what had been taken
from the burglarized car.

Police using
Crime Stoppers

PHILIP ELLIOTT
Associated Press Writer

HONOLULU President Barack Obama on
Monday vowed to use “every element of our
national power”to keep Americans safe and said
the failed Christmas Day plot to blow up a
Detroit-bound airliner was “a serious reminder”
of the need to continually adapt security meas-
ures against changing terrorist threats.

But even as Obama spoke, came word
that a State Department warning had failed

Obama vows to
thwart terrorists

SEE VANDALISM PAGE 8SEE TERROR PAGE 9

Gang graffiti stuns quiet neighborhood
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Write away 
Fairview Branch Library 

2101 Ocean Park Blvd., Noon — 3 p.m. 
Published and closet writers are welcome to seek inspiration, 

guidance and support at this weekly writers’ group. 
Call (310) 899-0361 for more information. 

Thoughts on the nativity
Palisades Park 

4 p.m. — 5 p.m. 
Visit the annual Santa Monica Nativity Scenes from now until New

Year’s Day. On Sundays, narration of the Christmas story and holiday
music will take place near Arizona Avenue at 4 p.m. 

For more information call (310) 577-2586.

Wednesday, Dec. 30, 2009

Ballroom by the bay
Santa Monica Bay Women’s Club

1210 Fourth Street., 7 p.m. — 11 p.m.
Enjoy free dance lessons, followed by dancing on the club’s 3,000-

square-foot floor. Waltz, foxtrot, swing, hustle and more 
— no partner necessary. Admission is $10. 
Call (310) 487-0911 for more information.

Heal yourself
Kathmandu Boutique

1844 Lincoln Blvd., 5 p.m. — 6 p.m.
Come and experience peace and wellness while Pranic healing cleans-

es and energizes your body. Master Choa Kok Sui’s Pranic healing
has worked successfully with ailments ranging from asthma, arthritis
and cancer to addictions, depression and phobias. It is an effective
no-touch healing technique that increases the body’s own ability to

heal itself. This service is free and everyone is welcome. 
Call (310) 883-8371 for more information.

The art of skateboarding
California Heritage Museum

2612 Main St., 11 a.m. — 4 p.m.
Take a history lesson on the art of skateboarding during the

California Heritage Museum’s presentation, “SKATEBOARD: Evolution
and Art in California.” Listen to guest curator legendary Z-boy

Nathan Pratt along with museum staff curator Michael Trotter and an
expert advisory committee that includes original Z-Boy and Zephyr

members. The exhibit showcases the development of boards pre-1950
to today as well as features information on the artists, riders,

designers, and manufactures that helped spread skateboarding’s
appeal across California and the world.    

Balancing your checkbook 
YWCA

2019 14th St., 6:30 p.m. — 8:30 p.m. 
This five-week workshop series is designed to help women who are
concerned about their finances empower themselves by developing
strategies for financial well-being and wealth building in this tumul-
tuous economy. Investments, portfolios, tax strategies and more will
be covered. Sponsored by Libbie Agran Financial Literacy Center and

moderated by Hollis Harman. For more information, 
call (310) 452-3881. Cost: $45 (includes dinner and materials).

I N C O M E  TA X  &  
BOOKKEEPING SERVICES
“Professional Results with a Personal Touch”

30%OFF

THE FAIR SHARE, INC.
www.thefairshare.biz

What you paid last year for

2008 tax preparation
NEW CLIENTS ONLY

50%OFF
12340 Santa Monica Blvd., Suite 135 310.207.5420

First month of bookkeeping

services for new clients
NEW CLIENTS ONLY

Not valid with any other offers

50% OFF A Comprehensive
Spinal Consultation with this ad

Back Pain?
Get Back Your
Quality of Life

Providing our personalized care, 
open communication, and the latest

technological advances to ensure 
a return to your active lifestyle.

310.776.7545  |  2811 Wilshire Blvd. • Ste 850  |  www.santamonicaspine.com

Monday-Saturday

10am-6pm

We Will...
• Adjust your watch bracelet
• Size your ring  
• Most jewelry gifts received this

holiday season can be  cleaned,
repaired, or adjusted and ready 
for New Year’s Eve.

Havee aa Happyy andd Healthyy Neww Year

Get ready for 
new year’s eve

EDDIE GUERBOIAN
GOLDSMITH DESIGNER

Shop where they know
your name!

331 Wilshire Blvd.

Santa Monica  

2 Hours Free Parking 

(Behind Store) 

310.451.1349 
www.readersjewelers.com
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BACK or UNFILED 

TAXES?
(310) 395-9922

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
11000 Wilshiree Blvd.,, Suitee 1800 Santaa Monicaa 90401

ALL FORMS • ALL TYPES • ALL STATES

1733 Ocean Ave (across from Loews Hotel) | Santa Monica, 90401  |  310-434-9509 |  lacachettebistro.com

Happy Hour  Monday–Friday 5-7pm
HOUSE COCKTAILS AT $8 |  GREAT SELECTION OF WINES AT $6 AND $7

ALL BEERS $4 TO $7 |  BAR FOOD MENU $5 TO $8

BACK TO NORMAL Fabian Lewkowicz FabianLewkowicz.com
Visitors to the Santa Monica Pier on Monday found plenty of room to park now that Cirque du Soleil has left town after a successful run.
The lot, which has hosted many events over the years, will be the site for two rallies for this weekend’s Rose Bowl game. 

KAREN MATTHEWS
Associated Press Writer

NEW YORK Want to forget 2009? Shred it.
Scores of New Yorkers and tourists seek-

ing a fresh start in 2010 came to Times
Square on Monday to put their bad memo-
ries through the shredder at the third annu-
al Good Riddance Day.

Ben Winnick of Simsbury, Conn., shred-
ded a newspaper story about the New York
Giants’ 41-9 loss Sunday to the Carolina
Panthers, which ended the Giants’ playoff
hopes.

“Hopefully, next season will be better,” he
said.

Roxanne Rodriguez of Manhattan shred-
ded a piece of paper with “Writer’s block”
written on it. She intends to buckle down
and write a musical.

“This is going to be the year I’m going to
be dedicated and focused, and I will get
something down on the page every day,” she
promised.

The winner of a $250 prize for most cre-
ative item shredded was 12-year-old Alissa
Yankelevits of Los Angeles, who is visiting
her grandparents in New York. She shredded
the memory of a counselor on a school trip
who was later featured on the TV show
“America’s Most Wanted.”

“I just spent a week with him,” Alissa said.
“It was really terrifying because I just found
that out.”

Good Riddance Day was organized by the
Times Square Alliance as part of the buildup
to Thursday’s ball-drop celebration.

Participants lined up near the booth
where discount theater tickets are sold and
pitched their bad memories into an indus-
trial-sized shredder. A Dumpster and a
sledgehammer were available for items
that couldn’t be shredded, which included
an old computer and a tin of fattening
office snacks.

Some shredded reams of bills and corre-
spondence while others sought to banish the
memory of former boyfriends and girl-
friends.

Gillian Lyons broke up with a man she
calls “the Beastmaster” and said she’s been
waiting for him to return her possessions for
two years. “He won’t give me back the TV I
paid for,” she complained.

BY ASSOCIATED PRESS 

LOS ANGELES A woman died Monday in a
house fire that may have been caused by
burning charcoal briquettes for heat, fire-
fighters said.

The fire was confined to one bedroom in
an 87-year-old, 1,309-square-foot home in
South Los Angeles, Fire Department
spokesman Brian Humphrey said.

The woman was found on the floor of
the locked bedroom and declared dead at
the scene.

Investigators “surmise that an improper
heating device, possibly using charcoal bri-

quettes, may have not only sparked the
blaze but introduced deadly carbon
monoxide fumes,” Humphrey said.

Fire Capt. Steve Ruda showed reporters
the device — a shallow metal pan.

Temperatures dropped to the low 50s
during the night, the National Weather
Service reported.

It appeared gas to the home had been
shut off, but Southern California Gas Co.
spokeswoman April Bolduc said the utility
could not release information about cus-
tomer accounts.

The victim’s identity, along with the
cause, time and manner of death, will be

determined by the coroner, Humphrey said.
The house had security doors and the

bedroom was locked, but there were no
bars on the windows or other factors like
pack-rat conditions that would have kept a
person from getting out of the home, he
said.

The home also had no fire, smoke or
carbon monoxide detectors, Humphrey
said.

The fire, which was put out less than 12
minutes after the initial 911 call, caused an
estimated $15,000 damage to the wood
frame and stucco home and its contents,
Humphrey said.

LA woman apparently using
charcoal for heat dies

Times Square
shredder offers
good riddance
to a harsh 2009
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OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters
we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to editor@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 410 Broadway,
Suite B, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.
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Enough is enough 
Editor:

Regarding: “City Council to consider SMO emission
levels,” Dec. 23, 2009.

With more scientific evidence in support of our com-
munity concerns, the city of Santa Monica seems to
finally recognize that air pollution from their airport
(SMO) might be a problem.

However, the bone that they are throwing our way
has no meat on it. They are still not taking the first step
by collecting needed data on the ground operations of
jets at SMO.

What they propose would, at best, be a delay to
addressing critically needed changes.

They propose to discuss, at their City Council meet-
ing, writing to state and federal officials, requesting
that studies be funded to establish ultrafine particle
toxicity levels. To put it another way, they are asking
for a state and/or federal agency with over a million
dollars to spend to perform a study that would deter-
mine acceptable exposure levels of toxic particles; a
process that would take many years. 

Surely, the community is not interested in more
delays to addressing critically needed changes. Do they
really expect us to sit around and continue to breathe
these toxic fumes? 

This environmental crime has gone on for more than
20 years. Enough is enough!

Martin Rubin
Director of Concerned Residents Against Airport

Pollution

Protect the polar bears 
Editor:

I was very disappointed to hear through the Sierra
Club’s recent publication that Shell Oil can now begin
drilling in Alaska’s Beaufort Sea off the coast of the
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, despite a lack of funda-
mental information about the impacts of development
on the Arctic environment.

It is my understanding, based on this publication,
that Shell’s drilling would take place smack dab in the
middle of habitat that was just proposed as critical
habitat under the Endangered Species Act for the
threatened polar bear.  I understand that this activity
also is along a key migratory route for the endangered
bowhead whale that the Inupiat people depend on for
their way of life. Accordingly, a Shell survey showed an
estimated 40 percent of the entire bowhead population
swimming in waters proposed for drilling.

As many already know, climate change and habitat
destruction are already ravaging this region. It is diffi-
cult to understand how the federal government can
protect endangered species in a stressed environment
and allow this sort of oil and gas development.
Preserving the polar bears’ critical habitats is crucial
to their survival and these recent drilling decisions
appear to be starkly contradictory to this effort.

Please consider publicizing the negative impact of
these drilling decisions and further educating the pub-
lic as to the importance of preserving the polar bears’
habitats. It is very important to me that my children
and their children know that these special creatures
were not extinct due to our actions or inaction. 

J’lene Mortimer
Santa Monica

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send comments to editor@smdp.com Reese Halter Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Back to Nature

OF THE CONSERVATIVE ESTIMATE OF
10 million species on planet Earth, there
currently exist 2,500 different kinds of mos-
quitoes. Yet despite being the size and weight
of a grape seed, these are deadly and fear-
some creatures. Mosquitoes are benefiting
from global warming, meaning once near-
decimated strains of diseases like malaria are
on the rise again. So how has something so
tiny, yet so deadly, been able to successfully
inhabit our planet for the past 80 million
years?

It’s all in the size and, in this case, it mat-
ters to be small! Mosquitoes are adapted to
every terrestrial ecosystem from the top of
mountains to valley bottoms, from the
Arctic Circle to the Sahara desert, and every-
thing in between. They have thrived and
adapted with the spread of human beings. In
300 years, the common house mosquito
which started in Africa is now global.

The mosquito is a self-serving creature.
She’s not an aerator of soil like ants or
worms, nor a pollinator like bees or moths,
and not an essential food source for a partic-
ular species. Her goal is to feed and breed.
Mosquitoes and the pathogens that they
carry are extremely hardy. They are clever
and relentless critters. Our troubles with
mosquitoes are getting worse as they infect
and kill millions of people each year, despite
all out war by modern science.

Within 15 minutes a female can lay about
250 eggs. One by one, they are symmetrical-
ly orientated head-first and placed in water
into a craft that has a pointy bow. All 250
float together in a war canoe formation.
Incubation takes about two days and then
the larvae hatch. Much longer, segmented,
wriggly, whiskered, with specialized air tubes
for breathing, they are set to grow and move
into their next stage of development. Under
magnification, they are as gruesome as any
sci-fi monster! About 14 days after birth,
they possess wings for moving, jaws for
chewing, large compound eyes for finding
their victims, a long spear-like drill for cut-
ting through skin and sucking blood, and
fuzzy antennae for smelling victims or sens-
ing mates.

Its wings beat at about 250 to 500 strokes
a second and it can attain and maintain
speeds of 3 mph and, rather clumsily, hover.

Like humans, their appetite for sex is
insatiable, so two days after they become
adult they search for a mate. The process
begins at dusk or dawn when hundreds or
perhaps thousands of males form a dancing
swarm in the air near a landmark like a
chimney or a church steeple. Males smell the
females, lock together and copulate. In many
cases the fit is so tight that the male has some
difficulties escaping and an unfortunate few
manage to get away only by leaving their sex
organs behind.

The female mosquito needs just one
other ingredient to nourish her eggs —

blood. Mosquitoes sense with their antennae
carbon dioxide and lactic acid as we exhale
and other chemicals from our bodies. This
usually occurs at ground level because our
scent plume is heavier than air and sinks to
ankle level. Next, their compound eyes, sim-
ilar to a house fly, locate the unsuspecting
victim. Lastly, the heat from our muscles
guide them to the most radiant spot on our
bodies — that bit of flesh not covered by
clothing. She lands softly, probes skin up to
20 times with her long snake-like apparatus
called a proboscis. Her salivary tube will
deliver a chemical that inhibits the body’s
ability to stop any bleeding that might begin.
Ninety seconds later, her body weight is
three times that before feeding, and in an
aeronautical feat, she just manages to sputter
away.

In one of nature’s most remarkable
processes, within 45 minutes, she digests the
blood by separating the water from the pro-
teins and urinates pink droplets from her
anus. The light solids are stored for creating
future offspring. What she leaves behind
from saliva will either irritate the skin or kill
you! An old female mosquito may live for
about five months.

Yellow fever, malaria, dengue, encephali-
tis and West Nile diseases have all, at one
time or another, penetrated southern United
States. Each pathogen carried by loathsome
species of mosquitoes is excruciatingly
painful and, in most cases, lethal. Malaria
kills millions of people each year. DDT,
although toxic to our environment, is still
the only known effective mass antidote to
curtail the spread of malaria.

West Nile disease, carried by the common
house mosquito, has a relatively short histo-
ry, first appearing in Israel in the 1950s. It
appears to follow flyways of migratory birds
as vectors of the disease. Crows, ravens, jays
and other Corvids are particularly suscepti-
ble to West Nile.

The Rocky Mountains in their entirety
and parts of British Columbia are the only
regions in North America not yet permeated
by this disease. The chemical DEET appears
to be an effective insecticide to ward off
mosquitoes as does the natural chemical cit-
ronella, but it must be frequently reapplied.

Instead of destroying this enemy, modern
science is trying to genetically convert her.
The race to find the genes to prevent
pathogens from developing in mosquitoes is
on. But in the meantime, human beings are
perishing by the millions as mosquito dis-
eases expand worldwide at an alarming rate.

DDRR..  RREEEESSEE  HHAALLTTEERR is a public speaker, conser-
vation biologist and founder of the international
conservation institute Global Forest Science. His
most recent book is “The Incomparable
Honeybee and the Economics of Pollination,”
Rocky Mountain Books. Contact him through
www.DrReese.com

Tiny and deadly: the mosquito 
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What’s the Point?

MMaakkiinngg  aa  cchhaannggee  

The new year is upon us and people are
making pledges to lose weight, save
money or be nicer to people. 

SSoo,,  tthhiiss  wweeeekk’’ss  QQ--LLiinnee  qquueessttiioonn  aasskkss::

What should Santa Monica’s New Year’s
resolution be? 

CCaallll  ((331100))  228855--88110066  bbeeffoorree  FFrriiddaayy  aatt  55
pp..mm..  aanndd  wwee’’llll  pprriinntt  yyoouurr  aannsswweerrss  iinn  tthhee
wweeeekkeenndd  eeddiittiioonn  ooff  tthhee  DDaaiillyy  PPrreessss..

ARIZONA AVE.WILSHIRE BLVD.

14TH
 ST.

15TH
 ST.�

MY DENTIST TELLS 
THE WORST JOKES!
(But the laughing gas helps)

DOES THIS  SOUND LIKE YOU?
� Dental Anxiety?
� Advanced Dental Problems
� Just Old Fashion Procrastination

HELP WITHOUT JUDGEMENT IS AVAILABLE
� Nitrous Oxide provided as a courtesy upon request
� Dental Anesthesiologist available for IV sedation

WE ARE A FULL SERVICE DENTAL OFFICE 

and WE ACCEPT DENTAL INSURANCE

� General Dentistry
� Cosmetics
� Implants
� Invisalign orthodontics
� Root Canals
� Periodontics (gums)
� Digital Super Low Radiation x-rays

SANTA MONICA FAMILY DENTISTRY
DR. ALAN RUBENSTE IN
1260 15th ST. SUITE #703

( 3 1 0 )  7 3 6 - 2 5 9 0
WWW.ALANRUBENSTEINDDS.COM

FREE
TEETH WHITENING

a $250.00 VALUE 
With Exam,X-Rays and Cleaning.

Some restrictions may apply. Call for
details. Offer Good for 60 days.

or

$1 EXAM
NEW PATIENTS ONLY
INITIAL EXAM,CONSULATION &

COMPLETE SET OF X-RAYS
Some restrictions may apply.Call for details.
Offer good for 60 Days. #004

THIS WEEK WE GET TO START OVER WITH
the coming of a New Year. Many of my
friends have had a rough year, and lots of my
clients have also. But before we make grand
pronouncements on what a horrible year it
has been, I offer the following:

There is a Chinese story of an old farmer
who had an old horse for tilling his fields.
One day the horse escaped into the hills and,
when all the farmer’s neighbors sympathized
with the old man over his bad luck, the
farmer replied, “Bad luck? Good luck? Who
knows?”

A week later the horse returned with a
herd of wild horses from the hills and this
time the neighbors congratulated the farmer
on his good luck. His reply was, “Good luck?
Bad luck? Who knows?”

Then, when the farmer’s son attempted to
tame one of the wild horses, he fell off its
back and broke his leg. Everyone thought
this was very bad luck. Not the farmer,
whose only reaction was, “Bad luck? Good
luck? Who knows?”

Some weeks later the army marched into
the village and conscripted every able-bod-
ied youth they found there. When they saw
the farmer’s son with his broken leg, they let
him off. Now was that good luck? Bad luck?
Who knows?

I copied that story from a Web site. It’s
one of my favorite parables. I grew up with it
as a way to look at life. Events in life take on
a hue and meaning only in retrospect.

This past year has been one of the most
trying years ever for many people across this
country, and across this city. Personally I
have had a rough year in many ways.
Business has been very unpredictable and
unstable. We’ve had very slow months, and
then all of a sudden I was in court a lot fight-
ing for a father’s right to see his son, and
negotiating settlements in divorces for cou-
ples that didn’t survive the emotional and
financial turmoil of this year.

For many people this is the time of year
that they are considering seriously if they
want to spend another holiday season with
their spouse. The stress of the financial
strains has certainly pushed some people
over the edge and they are done with their
marriage. Is that a bad thing? Or a good
thing? I don’t know.

I know that studies have shown that for
most people, a year after their divorce they
are quantifiably happier than they were pre-
viously. I know in my own life that taking
action, any action, is better than doing noth-
ing. The mere fact that I make changes in my
life causes me to be happier.

Perhaps it is simply our natural survival
skills to recast the past and find the silver lin-

ing so that the memories are made valuable
to us. If that is the case, if we just rely on a
revisionist view to color our past, then per-
haps in a few years we’ll see the benefits of
this past year.

My immediate emotional response is to
say, “Good riddance.” It’s been a year of anx-
iety, stress, doubt, and weight gain as I find
my solace in a good plate of pasta at Fritto
Misto, or Bravo Cucina. I’ve had my share of
pad thai at T’s Thai on Fourth and Bowling
Alley breakfast burritos.

This year has been one of the most
stressful, not from the actual work that
was required, but from the anxiety of
not knowing if there would be work.
The fear of the bogeyman under the bed
is the fear of what might happen, not
what is happening. Living in uncertain-
ty was the source of most of my stress
this year.

But as we wrap up this year, I can see the
light at the end of the tunnel. And this time,
it’s not an oncoming train. The economy
has stabilized. My client load is coming up
again, and that is an indicator that people
are getting on with their lives, homes are
being sold, and the credit markets are free-
ing up a bit.

This year was rough, but I don’t know yet
if that was a good thing or a bad thing. The
lessons that many of us learned this year will
likely carry over into the future and provide
benefits for one and all. If we learn from the
difficulties, then they have served a purpose,
and cannot be all bad.

DDAAVVIIDD  PPIISSAARRRRAA is a family law attorney focus-
ing on father’s rights and men’s Issues in the
Santa Monica firm of Pisarra & Grist. He can be
reached at dpisarra@pisarra.com or (310) 664-
9969.

Good riddance to 2009

BUT AS WE WRAP UP

THIS YEAR, I CAN SEE

THE LIGHT AT THE END

OF THE TUNNEL. AND

THIS TIME, IT’S NOT

AN ONCOMING TRAIN.
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Editor’s Note: The Quackers are three awesome ducks
— Rusty, Richard and Sydney — from the canals of
Venice who are on a mission to educate the communi-
ty about the dangers of global warming and the
importance of practicing sustainability, all while surf-
ing the most gnarly waves possible. 

It was still very early when a delightful
aroma drifted into our bedrooms and our
dreams. I popped my head out of the bed-
room and saw Rusty doing the same. If we
were still dreaming at least we seemed to be
having the same one.

We wandered toward the kitchen, still
rubbing the sleep from our eyes. There
was Richard buttering a tall stack of
fluffy, golden-brown pancakes. Funny, we
thought, it wasn’t Sunday. Humming,
Richard poured three steaming mugs of
thick hot chocolate and topped them all
off with tons of mini marshmallows.
When he asked if we would like our
maple syrup warmed or at room temper-
ature we lost the ability to reason and
speak.

“Warmed it is then”, he said. We grabbed
our knives and forks.

While we ate pancakes dripping with but-
tery syrup and sipped sweet, creamy hot
chocolate it was easy to ignore that little
voice in the back of our minds that kept
repeating over and over, “Pancakes on a
weekday?”

As our bellies filled the voice got louder.
What was Richard up to? Was he angling for
us to rake leaves for the compost bin? Nah,
that wouldn’t rate this breakfast. Did he
want to borrow money? What had he done?
These thoughts and more raced through our
minds.

We stared expectantly at Richard hop-
ing for an explanation. He seemed oblivi-
ous to us. He just continued humming a
little tune and reading the Santa Monica
Daily Press.

All of the sudden Rusty blurted out, “OK,
OK! We’ll rake the leaves for you!”

Startled, Richard looked up from the
paper, “What are you talking about? I didn’t
ask you to rake any leaves.”

Rusty squinted trying to read Richard’s
face and said, “Then why did you make us
pancakes on a weekday?”

Richard answered, “Can’t a brother just
be nice? Let’s go surfing.”

I couldn’t stop thinking about it.
Richard is a nice guy but I was sure there
was more than brotherly love behind that
delicious breakfast. It had to be something
terrible. Maybe that was his strategy. If we
imagined the worst and he told us some-
thing not half as bad we might forget to be
upset with him.

Some situations call for diplomacy and a
subtle approach. I decided this was not one
of them. Walking home from the beach I
exploded, “It’s driving me crazy Richard.
What did you do? Did you blow up my com-
puter? What?”

He had no idea it bothered me so much.
“Sidney, I’ll come clean if you just calm
down. I volunteered the three of us for eight
straight weekends of carbon farming.”

His strategy did not work. Rusty and I
fumed. Eight weeks doing something we
never even heard of. He kept saying, “It is for
a great cause. Calm down. Just let me
explain.”

We said, “Talk fast!”
Richard, always on the lookout for new

ways to combat global warming and help
wildlife, had found a project called Green
Trees. It pays farmers across the lower

Mississippi River Valley to convert their
croplands to woodlands. Instead of soy
beans or corn they would “farm” a new
crop, carbon dioxide.

The goal is to restore a large swath of
the vast bottomland hardwood forest that
once stretched from Illinois to the Gulf of
Mexico. Right now only 20 percent of this
critical wildlife habitat remains. The rest
has been cleared for agriculture. The
growing global market for carbon credits,
where individuals or businesses buy cred-
its to offset greenhouse gas emissions,
presented an opportunity that will help
the program raise a billion dollars to re-
plant one million acres. The restoration
will improve farmers’ financial stability,
help global warming by sequestering and
storing carbon dioxide, restore wildlife
habitat and keep soil from being washed
into the Gulf of Mexico.

We were softening.
Still talking fast, he told us of another

similar project that The Trust for Public
Lands had taken on along the Tensas
River in Louisiana. They are planting
11,000 acres of trees. This will not only
add to the Tensas River National Wildlife
Refuge, it will also sequester three mil-
lion tons of carbon over the next 100
years, create a continuous forested corri-
dor for the threatened Louisiana black
bears and provide habitat for other
wildlife.

Luckily, we did not have to travel out
of state for the next eight weekends.
Richard found us something closer to
home. We would be volunteering in
Northern California’s Mendocino
County on a conservation fund effort
called the Garcia River Project. It is help-
ing safeguard more than 330,000 acres
including 40,000 of watershed and
forestlands that are invaluable to the cur-
rent climate crisis.

OK, Richard was right. They were all
important projects and the Garcia River
project sounds like a good choice for us. I
guess the Quackers are taking up carbon
farming.

I still think he should have asked first.

PPHHYYLLLLIISS and the Quackers can be reached at
phyllis@phyllischavez.com. The Quackers have a
new, amazing Web site! Stories, pictures and a
blog at www.thequackers.com.

Planting seeds of sustainability 

RICHARD, ALWAYS ON 
THE LOOKOUT FOR NEW

WAYS TO COMBAT GLOBAL
WARMING AND HELP

WILDLIFE, HAD FOUND A
PROJECT CALLED GREEN
TREES. IT PAYS FARMERS

ACROSS THE LOWER
MISSISSIPPI RIVER

VALLEY TO CONVERT
THEIR CROPLANDS 
TO WOODLANDS.



TUESDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2009A D V E R T I S E M E N T 7



Local
8 TUESDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2009 A newspaper with issues

www.dr4insurance.com

Servicing Our Customers & Community Since 1982

Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com
HATE CRIME? Charlie the Gnome, a creation of Atheists United, was recently the victim of vandal-
ism. The gnome, which is supposed to look like Charles Darwin, the father of evolution, was placed
in Palisades Park near the Santa Monica Nativity Scenes display. It was hit some time last week. 

GNOME BASHING SPURS VANDALISM REPORT

In a separate incident, vandals allegedly
damaged a paper mache gnome that an
atheist group set up in Palisades Park as a
counterpoint to numerous religious themed
dioramas on display there for the holidays.

Created by a member of Los Angeles-
based Atheists United and dubbed “Charlie
the Gnome” after Charles Darwin, the sculp-
ture was intended to be a playful way to cel-
ebrate the season, said Bobbie Kirkhart, the
atheist group’s president. The gnome was
fashioned to look like Darwin and has its
own Facebook page.

The gnome was damaged sometime
before Dec. 23 and has since been repaired.

Vandalism, Kirkhart said, is “something
that unfortunately atheists have come to
accept.”

Last December the atheists put up a sign
in Palisades Park that read: “Reason’s
Greetings.” It was promptly stolen despite
being anchored in concrete. This year’s
gnome also bore that slogan, as well as the
group’s name.

“There are a lot of people who are other-
wise good and law abiding who believe

they’re doing a good thing when they com-
mit a crime against us,” Kirkhart said.

While she said Atheists United usually
doesn’t report such relatively minor acts of
vandalism, this year the group decided to file
a report with the SMPD.

She said she recently became troubled
that many acts of intimidation against athe-
ists aren’t tallied as hate crimes while similar
acts against religious groups get more atten-
tion. She said she hopes by reporting crimes
against atheists more people will make a
point of rejecting acts of intolerance against
people who don’t believe in God.

“I think that most people are as upset as I
am when they realize what this is an attack
on is the First Amendment. This is an attack
on the right to free expression,” she said.

While Trisler acknowledged the incident
had been recorded as an act of vandalism he
said a complete crime report had not been
generated and the incident would not be
recorded as a hate crime.

News of the attack was shared among
attendees at Atheists United’s Winter Solstice
celebration over the weekend, where most
considered it an “ordinary irritation,”
Kirkhart said.

nict@smdp.com

Atheists vow to report
crimes of intimidation
FROM VANDALISM PAGE 1
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to trigger an effort to revoke the alleged attack-
er’s visa. And officials in Yemen confirmed that
the would-be bomber had been living in that
country, where terrorist elements quickly
sought to take credit for his actions.

The incident prompted stiffer airport
boarding measures and authorities warned
holiday travelers to expect extra delays as
they return home this week and beyond.

Abdulmutallab, charged with trying to
destroy an aircraft, is being held at the feder-
al prison in Milan, Mich. A court hearing
that had been scheduled for Monday to
determine whether the government can get
DNA from him was postponed until Jan. 8.
No reason was given.

Calling Abdulmutallab’s action an
“attempted act of terrorism” Obama vowed to
“do everything that we can to keep America
safe” and declared: “The United States will
more than simply strengthen our defenses. We
will continue to use every element of our
national power to disrupt, to dismantle and
defeat the violent extremists who threaten us.”

Members of Congress, meanwhile, ques-
tioned how a man flagged as a possible ter-
rorist managed to board a commercial flight
into the United States carrying powerful
explosives and nearly bring down the jetlin-
er. Sen. Joe Lieberman, I-Conn., said
Monday that the Senate Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs Committee that
he chairs would hold hearings in January.

Meanwhile, al-Qaida in the Arabian
Peninsula claimed responsibility for the
thwarted attack as retaliation for a U.S. opera-
tion against the group in Yemen. Yemeni
forces, helped by U.S. intelligence, carried out
two airstrikes against al-Qaida operatives this
month in the lawless country that is fast
becoming a key front in the war on terror. The
second one was a day before 23-year-old
Nigerian Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab
attempted to bring down a Northwest Airlines
flight as it prepared to land in Detroit.

Yemen has long been an al-Qaida stomp-
ing ground. But officials fear that deepening
instability in the Middle Eastern nation may
be giving new opportunity for the terror
group to establish a base to train and plan
for attacks on the West.

A statement posted on the Internet by al-
Qaida in the Arabian Peninsula said
Abdulmutallab coordinated with members
of the group and used explosives manufac-
tured by al-Qaida members.

Solving one mystery of Abdulmutallab’s
pre-Detroit path, the Yemeni Foreign
Ministry said Monday that he was in Yemen
from August until early December. He had
received a visa to study Arabic in a school in
San’a. Citing immigration authorities, the
statement said Abdulmutallab had previous-
ly studied at the school, indicating it was not
his first trip to Yemen.

Obama, on vacation in his birthplace of
Hawaii, acknowledged the attack showed the
need to increase the United States’ defenses.
He detailed the pair of reviews that he has
ordered to determine whether changes are

needed in either the watchlist system or air-
port screening procedures.

“This was a serious reminder of the dan-
gers that we face,” he said. “It’s absolutely
critical that we learn from this incident.”

Obama’s remarks Monday were the first
heard from him on the Christmas Day scare
three days earlier.

Officials said that was deliberate — an
effort by the White House to balance the need
for the president to show concern but also to
not unduly elevate a botched incident and
thereby encourage other would-be attackers.

Back in Washington, federal officials met
to review their layered system of watchlists
and other procedures to examine how to
avoid the type of lapses that led to the attack.

Abdulmutallab’s family in Nigeria released
a statement that that his father had reached out
to Nigerian security agencies two months ago.
The statement says the father then approached
foreign security agencies for “their assistance to
find and return him home.”

U.S. officials say that is how
Abdulmutallab came to the attention of
American intelligence, just last month, when
the father, prominent Nigerian banker Alhaji
Umar Mutallab, reported his concerns to the
American Embassy in Abuja. A senior U.S.
official said the father was worried that his
son was in Yemen and “had fallen under the
influence of religious extremists.” The father
did not mention any specific threat.

These concerns landed him among the
about 550,000 names in the Terrorist
Identities Datamart Environment database,
known as TIDE, which is maintained by the
U.S. National Counterterrorism Center.
Other, smaller lists trigger additional airport
screening or other restrictions, but intelli-
gence officials said there wasn’t enough infor-
mation to move him into those categories.

Another apparent lapse concerns
Abdulmutallab’s visa.

Britain had refused to grant him a student
visa in May, but there was no apparent effort to
revoke his U.S. tourist visa, issued in June 2008
and good for multiple entries over two years.

The embassy visit by Abdulmatallab’s
father triggered a Nov. 20 State Department
cable from Lagos to all U.S. diplomatic mis-
sions and department headquarters in
Washington. It was also shared with the inter-
agency National Counter Terrorism Center,
said State Department spokesman Ian Kelly.

The NCTC, which has responsibility if any
visas are to be pulled over terrorism concerns,
then reviewed the information and found it
was “insufficient to determine whether his
visa should be revoked,” Kelly said.

Homeland Security Secretary Janet
Napolitano conceded Monday that the aviation
security system failed, backtracking from a
statement Sunday in which she said it worked.

Rep. Pete Hoekstra, R-Mich., joined the
GOP critics of that statement.“They just don’t
get it,” said Hoekstra, the top Republican on
the House Intelligence Committee. “The sys-
tem didn’t ‘work’ here.” Hoekstra, who is run-
ning to become his state’s governor, included
his criticism in a campaign e-mail that asked
supporters for donations.

GOP criticizes response
FROM TERROR PAGE 1



State
10 TUESDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2009 A newspaper with issues

RECYCLE NOW!
CARDBOARD 

$100 per ton with 
this coupon expires 12-31-09

Aluminum       Plastic       Glass       Bi-Metal       Newspaper
CardboardWhite/Color/Computer Paper       Copper & Brass       

Santa Monica Recycling Center
2411 Delaware Avenue in Santa Monica

(310) 453-9677
X

DELAWARE AVE.

24
TH

MICHIGAN

C
LO

VE
R

FI
EL

D
10 WEST

SANDY COHEN
AP Entertainment Writer

Editor’s Note: This is the first story in this season’s Oscar Insider series,
a behind-the-scenes look at the Academy Awards.

BEVERLY HILLS, Calif. For 81 years, she has amassed movie
memorabilia. Her collection now includes more than 10 mil-
lion photographs, 80,000 screenplays and 35,000 movie
posters dating back to when the Academy of Motion Picture
Arts and Sciences was founded in 1927.

So it’s fitting that the Margaret Herrick Library played
host to the future of the film industry when it welcomed this
year’s crop of Oscar voters at a private reception honoring
the newest members of the academy.

Surrounded by movie history, these new members cele-
brated becoming part of it.

“This organization first handed out awards in 1929 and
I’m connected to that,” said David Kaminow, who just joined
the public relations branch. “It’s having an attachment to the
history of movies.”

“We’re part of the fabric of this industry,” added fellow
new member Sal Ladestro, who said his mother cried when
he told her he was becoming an academy member “because
it’s that kind of important.”

The library was the ideal setting for celebrating new
members of the academy, said president Tom Sherak.

“The foundation for this organization is the history of
movies, and when you become a member, you become part
of that history,” he said.

And that includes academy members influencing history
by determining who will win Academy Awards — a process
that began for the 82nd time on Monday when Oscar ballots
went out to 5,777 academy members — including the 133
newest voters — who will collectively select the year’s Oscar
nominees and eventual winners.

Sherak gave the voting rookies some simple advice on
how to handle the responsibility: Be conscientious.

“This is something we do that the whole world pays
attention to and we need to take it very seriously,” he said.

Each of the academy’s 15 branches is responsible for
nominating those in their field — so actors nominate
actors and sound engineers nominate sound engineers —
based on the year’s eligible films. (There were 274 in
2009.) The entire voting membership submits their picks
for best picture.

Sherak reminded them that the category is now twice the
size it used to be: 10 nominees instead of five.

“You’ve joined in a tough year, because we’ve made it
twice as hard to fill out the ballot,” he said.

Ballots are due to PricewaterhouseCoopers on Jan. 23,
2010. Nominations will be announced Feb. 2 and the
Academy Awards will be presented March 7.

Voting on the Oscars will be exciting, said Oscar-winning
documentarian Megan Mylan. But being officially connect-
ed to the history of film as a member of the academy is even
more profound.

“It’s cool that they have all of this archival stuff because
it does make you have an elevated level of respect for the
work you’re doing,” she said. “I can see that there’s some-
thing that I have in common with these grand storytellers...
To sit here and read these names — and to think anything
you do might have something to do with that — it’s very
heady to think about.”

Academy library
hosts new members
of movie history
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MIAMI It was a rough year for Ponzi
schemes. In 2009, the recession unraveled
nearly four times as many of the investment
scams as fell apart in 2008, with “Ponzi”
becoming a buzzword again thanks to the
collapse of Bernard Madoff ’s $50 billion
plot.

Tens of thousands of investors, some of
them losing their life’s savings, watched
more than $16.5 billion disappear like
smoke in 2009, according to an Associated
Press analysis of scams in all 50 states.

While the dollar figure was lower than in
2008, that’s only because Madoff — who
pleaded guilty earlier this year and is serving
a 150-year prison sentence — was arrested
in December 2008 and didn’t count toward
this year’s total.

In all, more than 150 Ponzi schemes col-
lapsed in 2009, compared to about 40 in
2008, according to the AP’s examination of
criminal cases at all U.S. attorneys’ offices
and the FBI, as well as criminal and civil
actions taken by state prosecutors and regu-
lators at both the federal and state levels.

The 2009 scams ranged in size from a few
hundred thousand dollars to the $7 billion
bogus international banking empire author-
ities say jailed financier Allen Stanford
orchestrated, as well as the $1.2 billion
scheme they say was operated by disbarred
Florida lawyer Scott Rothstein. Both have
pleaded not guilty.

While enforcement efforts have ramped
up — in large part because of the discovery
of Madoff ’s fraud, estimated at $21 billion to
$50 billion — the main reason so many
Ponzi schemes have come to light is clear.

“The financial meltdown has resulted in the
exposure of numerous fraudulent schemes
that otherwise might have gone undetected for
a longer period of time,” said Lanny Breuer,
assistant attorney general for the U.S. Justice
Department’s criminal division.

A Ponzi scheme depends on a constant
infusion of new investors to pay older ones
and furnish the cash for the scammers’ lavish
lifestyles. This year, when the pool of people
willing to become new investors shrank and
existing investors clamored to withdraw
money, scams collapsed across the country.

“Some portion of the investors in the
Ponzi scheme always get the short end of the
stick and do not get paid,” said Elizabeth
Nowicki, a former Securities and Exchange
Commission attorney who now teaches law
at Boston University.

Even those who say they did their home-
work before investing ended up losing

everything.
A retired Air Force sergeant, Tom Annis

searched the Internet for red flags like com-
plaints or lawsuits involving Minneapolis-
based host Patrick Kiley after hearing about
his investment on a weekly Christian radio
show called “Follow The Money.”

Finding none, the 63-year-old from
Jacksonville, Fla., invested his $270,000 nest
egg — money that has since evaporated after
federal regulators shut down what they’ve
called an elaborate, $190 million Ponzi
scheme.

“I tried to do my level of due diligence,”
Annis said. “How could I be duped like this
after years of investing?”

Ponzi schemes, named for infamous
swindler Charles Ponzi, are extremely sim-
ple: Investors attracted by promises of high
profits are paid with money from an ever-
increasing pool of new investors, with the
scammer skimming off the top. Sometimes
the investments are at least partially legiti-
mate but more often are completely fiction-
al. There’s no reserve fund for lean times, or
for when droves of investors start demand-
ing their money.

Ponzi himself was an Italian immigrant
who concocted a scheme in 1919 involving
bogus investments in postal currency. He
cheated thousands of people out of $10 mil-
lion, eventually going to jail for wire fraud
before being deported back to Italy in 1934.

Eighty years after his scheme, federal sta-
tistics paint the picture of a Ponzi nation:

• The FBI opened more than 2,100 secu-
rities fraud investigations in 2009, up from
1,750 in 2008. The FBI also had 651 agents
working in 2009 on high-yield investment
fraud cases, which include Ponzis, compared
with 429 last year.

• The SEC this year issued 82 percent
more restraining orders against Ponzi
schemes and other securities fraud cases this
year than in 2008, and it opened about 6
percent more investigations. Ponzi scheme
investigations now make up 21 percent of
the SEC’s enforcement workload, compared
with 17 percent in 2008 and 9 percent in
2005.

• The Commodity Futures Trading
Commission filed 31 civil actions in Ponzi
cases this year, more than twice the 2008
amount.

Many of the 2009 cases have yet to head to
trial. In its tally, the AP counted schemes in
which prosecutions were initiated or in which
regulators filed civil cases in 2008 and 2009.

The Justice Department does not have
totals of how many people were convicted in
Ponzi schemes for either year, or for previ-
ous years.

AP:Ponzi collapses rise in ‘09
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Early in Houston Nutt’s 28-year coaching
career, he stayed at the office until the wee
hours, rarely pulling himself away from a
busy schedule.

These days the Mississippi coach makes a
point of taking a break and requires his
assistants to get a physical before every sea-
son.

“I try to leave the building for 45 minutes
during the day,” the 52-year-old Nutt said in
a telephone interview. “I either go home and
see my wife or get some fresh air and grab a
sandwich. I don’t stay up there ‘til 1 o’clock
(in the morning) anymore like in my
younger days.

“I try to work smart, eat healthy, work out.”
Florida coach Urban Meyer’s career flip-

flop over the weekend, brought on by chest
pains and stress, have focused attention on a
rarely discussed part of football — the phys-
ical toll that high-profile, high-paid, high-
pressure coaching jobs exact on the people
who run major college programs.

Interviews with athletic directors around
the country the past few days indicate that
coaches usually are not required by universi-
ties to take physicals before being handed
contracts that often pay millions of dollars
and demand huge hours.

A spokesman for the American Football
Coaches Association says that even though
the pressure on big-time football coaches
has risen along with salaries over the last two
decades, coaches are generally taking better
care of themselves.

“This is a much healthier profession than
it was 25 years ago,” AFCA spokesman Todd
Bell said. “The demands of the job almost
force you to be in better shape. You are con-
stantly on the go. You constantly have to be
on, to be at your best.”

Yet that lifestyle is exactly what makes
being a football coach at a major university
such a stressful job, according to Dr. James
O’Keefe.

O’Keefe, the head of preventive cardiolo-
gy at Mid America Heart Institute in Kansas
City, Mo., said big demands on a person’s
time causes job stress. The other major fac-
tor in creating stress at work is control — or
lack thereof.

Rare is the football coach who is not at
least a bit of a control freak. But while they
think they can control everything around
them, O’Keefe said, ultimately their success
is determined by the players.

O’Keefe said stress alone can cause an oth-
erwise healthy person to have heart problems.
Unlike many risk factors for heart disease,
there’s no good medication to treat stress.

“There are lots of unhealthy coping
mechanisms for stress that people get into,”
O’Keefe said, mentioning drugs such as
Valium and alcohol.

Xanax is a popular prescription drug
used by people who are stressed out, but
O’Keefe said that’s not a good option either
“because it dulls down your performance
and makes you less energetic, less creative.”

O’Keefe said the keys to treating stress are
relatively simple: Get plenty of sleep, regular
exercise and lead a balanced life, with time
set aside for family, friends and fun.

NCAA FOOTBALL 

College coaches stressed
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The Meaning of Lila By John Forgetta & L.A. Rose

By Jim DavisGarfield

By John Deering

By Dave Coverly

Strange Brew

Speed Bump

Girls and Sports By Justin Borus and Andrew Feinstein

Stay close to home, Pisces
ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★ The time has come to clear the air with
a partner. You might have some trepidation,
but you also know that it is more than neces-
sary. Your words fall on another's ears perhaps
differently from how you intended them to. Be
ready to revamp your communication. Tonight:
Find a friend to hang out with. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★ Stay sensitive to expenditures, whether
you want to or not. You are at a point where a
lot could happen quickly, especially involving
your day-to-day life. You have an unusual
capacity to understand more than many think.
Tonight: Buy a New Year's item for yourself. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)  
★★★★★ You are all smiles and ready for a differ-
ent or more dynamic approach. How you handle
a situation and what evolves could transform rad-
ically. Your personality can change how you
approach matters, veering from a classic fashion.
Tonight: Wish-upon-a-star time. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★ Know when to pull back and keep your
own counsel. You could be out of sorts. Stay
mum for a while, knowing that there are other
solutions. Don't show your hand or say some-
thing you could regret later. Tonight: Squeeze
in as much R and R as possible. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★★ You might want to rethink a situation that
emerges out of the blue. Your way or style is very
different from how it has been in the past. Others
might need to pull back some. You certainly get your
message through. Tonight: Where the action is. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★★ Through accepting more responsibility,
you'll gain an even stronger foothold in a profes-
sional and/or emotional situation. Through asking
more questions, you'll see and understand some-
one's fiscal response. Tonight: A must appearance. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★ Keep reaching out and attempting to
get the big picture. You might be trying too
hard to make what is necessary happen. Let go,
and you could be delighted by what comes in.
At this present point, you could be more
uptight than in the past. Tonight: Go for a drive
to relax. Try a movie if you want. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★ Relate to others individually, and you'll
make headway in a key relationship.
Sometimes you doubt yourself or don't believe
in the innate power that draws many close to
you. Talk through a problem. Tonight:
Togetherness is the theme. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★★ You want to do something very differ-
ently from in the past. Avoid getting stuck. You
need to trust your instincts more, understand-
ing which way to go. Listen to what is being
shared by a partner or dear friend. Tonight:
Express what you want. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★ Focus on getting the job done. You could be
overly tired and worn out by recent events. Listen
more to what is being shared. Not everything is as
you would like it to be or how you see it right now.
Tonight: Do something just for yourself. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★★ Your creativity easily gets stirred up.
You might wonder what your limits really are
under the circumstances. Loosen up and real-
ize that very few people can even understand
how you think, much less go along with it.
Tonight: Laugh and enjoy the one you are with. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★★★ Sometimes too much is going on for
your taste. Loosen up and relax. You don't need
to carry others' responsibilities or worries, at
least for now. Be open to a family member who
cares a lot. Tonight: Happy close to home.

This year, others find you to be unusually mercurial and changeable. You do accom-

plish more, as you are lighter, easier to communicate with and don't need the same

answers and commitments as others. You could feel as if you have too many respon-

sibilities. That might be true, but you handle them well. In the near future, a pay raise or promotion could be possible because of your hard work

this year. If you are single, you often feel at odds with your responsibilities and what you would like to do. Become more playful. If you are attached,

the two of you simply need to lighten up and enjoy more. A relative could be demanding of both of you. SAGITTARIUS reads you cold. 

★★★★★Dynamic   
★★★★ Positive 
★★★ Average   

★★ So-So   
★ Difficult

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:Happy birthday

Aero Theatre
1328 Montana Ave.
(323) 466-FILM

Call theater for information.

AMC Loews Broadway 4
1441 Third Street
Promenade

Alvin and the Chipmunks: The
Squeakquel (PG) 1hr 28min
10:10 a.m., 11:40 a.m., 12:40,
2:05, 3:05, 4:30, 5:30, 7:00, 8:00,
9:20, 10:20 

Sherlock Holmes (PG-13) 2hrs
14min
12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 9:30

Up in the Air (R) 1hr 49min
11:05am, 1:50, 4:40, 7:20, 10:00

AMC 7 Santa Monica 
1310 Third St.
(310) 289-4262 

Avatar 3D (PG-13) 2hr 40 min
10:40am, 11:30am, 2:15, 3:15,
6:00, 7:00, 9:45, 10:45 

Princess and the Frog (G) 1hr
35min
11:15am, 1:50, 4:25, 7:05, 9:40  

Up in the Air (R) 1hr 49min
12:00, 2:45, 5:30, 8:15, 10:55 

It's Complicated  (R) 1hr 54min
10:15am, 10:55am, 1:10, 2:00,
4:10, 5:00, 7:10, 8:00, 10:05,
11:00 

Sherlock Holmes  (PG-13) 2hrs
14min
10:30am, 1:30, 4:30, 7:30, 10:30 

Laemmle’s Monica Fourplex
1332 Second St.
(310) 394-9741 

Precious (R) 1hr 59min
1:40, 4:30, 7:20, 10:00  

An Education (PG13) 1hr 55min
1:55, 4:40, 7:30, 10:00

Police, Adjective (Politist, adj.)
(NR) 1hr 55min
1:30, 4:20, 7:10, 9:55

Young Victoria (PG) 1hr 44min
1:20, 4:10, 7:00, 9:40

Mann’s Criterion Theatre 
1313 Third St.
(310) 395-1599 

Nine (PG-13) 1hr 50min
11:30am, 12:20, 2:00, 3:00, 4:40,
5:40, 7:30, 8:30, 10:10

The Blind Side (PG-13) 2hrs
6min
12:40, 3:40, 6:40, 9:40 

Did You Hear About the
Morgans? (PG-13) 1hr 43min
12:10, 2:40, 5:10, 7:40, 10:30 

The Twilight Saga: New Moon
(PG-13) 2hrs 10min
12:30, 6:30

Invictus (PG-13) 2hrs 12min
1:20, 3:30, 4:20, 7:20, 9:30,
10:20 

For more information, e-mail news@smdp.com

MOVIE TIMES
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1934Japan renounces the
Washington Naval

Treaty of 1922 and the London
Naval Treaty of 1930.

1937The Irish Free State is
replaced by a new

state called Ireland with the adop-
tion of a new constitution.

1939First flight of the
Consolidated B-24.

1940World War II: In The
Second Great Fire of

London, the Luftwaffe firebombs
London, killing almost 200 civilians.

1949KC2XAK of
B r i d g e p o r t ,

Connecticut becomes the first
Ultra high frequency (UHF) televi-
sion station to operate a daily
schedule.

1972An Eastern Air Lines
Flight 401 (a Lockheed

Tristar) crashes on approach to
Miami International Airport,
Florida, killing 101.

TODAY IN HISTORY

■ The Wisconsin Department of
Corrections decided in October
that it (i.e., taxpayers) should fund
complex facial reconstruction sur-
gery for inmate Daryl Strenke, who
is serving 30 years after pleading
guilty to murdering his girlfriend.
Strenke had shot himself in the
face in apparent remorse for the
killing, severely disfiguring his
mouth and jaw and making it near-
ly impossible for him to eat or
speak normally.
■ (1) In November, the Solihull
Council in Britain's West Midlands
county ordered a flooring store to
remove the festive balloons it had
pinned out front to attract busi-
ness, calling them hazards. One
councilor explained that drivers
may be distracted by the colors,
and another was concerned that if
a balloon came loose, it might pos-
sibly float into traffic and lure a
child to follow it. (2) In October,
Britain's Association of Chief
Police Officers prepared a guide-
book of instructions for bicycle-
duty officers on how to ride a bike.
The book was 93 pages long, con-
taining such assistance as a dia-
gram on how to turn left or right
("deployment into a junction").
(Following widespread ridicule, the
association decided in November
not to release it.)

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

ssuurrrreeppttiittiioouuss  \\ssuuhhrr--uuhhpp--TTIISSHH--
uuhhss;;  ssuuhh--rreepp--\\  ,,  aaddjjeeccttiivvee;;
1. Done, made, or gotten by
stealth.

WORD UP!

Sudoku
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column, and 3x3 block. Use logic
and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from ★ (easiest) to ★★★★★ (hardest).

GETTING STARTED
There are many strategies to solving Sudoku. One way to begin is to
examine each 3x3 grid and figure out which numbers are missing. Then,
based on the other numbers in the row and column of each blank cell,
find which of the missing numbers will work. Eliminating numbers will
eventually lead you to the answer.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

King Features Syndicate

4  16  44  52  54
Meganumber: 20
Jackpot: $16M

8  19  20  21  41
Meganumber: 3
Jackpot: $7M

16  18  25  30  38

MIDDAY: 7 9 6
EVENING: 2 2 2

1st: 06 Whirl Win
2nd: 05 California Classic
3rd: 08 Gorgeous George
RACE TIME: 1.42.32

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number
information, mistakes can occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California
State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game
information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery
retailers. Visit the California State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

DAILY LOTTERY

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

MYSTERY REVEALED Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com
Nadine VanSlyke correctly identified this photo of a stained glass window at Santa Monica-UCLA
Medical Center, where she worked for 40 years. She will receive two VIP passes to Pacific Park.
Check out tomorrow’s paper for another chance to play.
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $5.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 3:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:30 p.m. PAYMENT: All pri-
vate party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press,
P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For
information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm     LOCATION 410 Broadway, Suite B, Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310)458-7737
CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!

There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.
Prepay your ad today!

Classifieds
$550 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!

Employment

Advertising Sales

The Santa Monica Daily Press, Santa 
Monica’s Daily newspaper is seeking 
an Advertising Account Executive. 
Previous advertising sales experi-
ence isn’t needed but it’s certainly a 
plus. The job is meeting and net-
working with local and national 
businesses to help them get their 
message to our readers here in 
Santa Monica. We’re looking for 
smart, friendly people who are moti-
vated by money to join our growing 
sales team. Great work environment, 
must bring a positive attitude and 
outlook to our team. If you play well 
with others, are aggressive without 
being pushy, and have a drive to 
succeed, we want to work with you. 
Resumes are accepted via email to 
Rob Schwenker – 
Schwenker@smdp.com 

PART-TIME SALES position.  Our attor-
ney service is looking for referrals to law 
firms. Referrals result in ongoing com-
missions. Submit resume to 
bsberkowitz@aol.com

For Rent
MAR VISTA, 11621 Braddock Dr. unit 2 
2bdrm. 1.5 bath, $1295, townhouse 
style, stove, carpt, w/d hookup, patio, 
gated parking, carpet, intercom entry, 
no pets.$700 off move-in 
(310)967-4471 www.jkwproperties.com

1244 Euclid 2+1 upper unit #10 stove, 
fridge, marble bathroom floors, carpets 
blinds, free standing balcony, parking, 
pets OK with deposit .$1675/mo 
(310)578-7512 www.jkwproperties.com

1248 11TH st.unit A 2bdrm/1 1/2bath, 
lower carpet stove, blinds, laundry, vinyl 
flooring, balcony parking,  no pets.on 
site manager $1625.(310)393-6322 
www.jkwproperties.com

12500 CULVER Blvd., near Marina 1+1 
$975  Includes parking, laundry , eleva-
tor, gated MUST SEE Call Lenny 
(310)822-7282

2712 ABBOT Kinney, in Venice 
parking, laundry, gated. All utilities 
included 1+1 $1150, single $895. Call 
Doug (310)577-9609

833 5TH St. SM upper unit 206 single 
$1395 stove, carpet, blinds, swimming 
pool, laundry, granite countertops, 
wood/tile floors, intercom entry, gated 
parking, no pets. (310)393-2547 
www.jkwproperties.com

Culver City 4058 LaSalle Unit B lower 
duplex unit 1bdrm/1bath, hardwood 
floors, ceiling fan, breakfast nook, 
washer/dryer stove, fridge, parking, no 
pets. $1599/mo (310)578-7512 
www.jkwproperties.com 

L.A. GROVE area 428 N Orange Grove 
unit 101 1+1 stove, fridge, blinds, tile 
bathroom separate tub/shower hard-
wood/ vinyl floors, on-site laundry no 
pets $1175/mo $700 off move-in 
(310) 578-7512 jkwproperties.com

For Rent

MOLLOY, REALTORS, INC

310-453-1172

visit us on the web at

www.molloyrealtorsinc.com

SANTA MONICA

15311 –– 17THH Street,, Aptt C

1+1,, st, fr, ldry $1100

28422 Expositionn Blvd,, ‘B’

2+1,, st, -fns, w/d hkp $1400

2344-AA Oceann Parkk Blvdd

Sgl,, st, fr, lwr $875

18311 Pearll Street,, #5

3+1_,, st, fr, fp, Berber cpt,

carport-1, upr $2200

WEST L.A. 

19200 Manningg Avee #6

2+1__ , st, fr, hdwd $1500

3024-CC Expositionn Blvd

2+1, st, fr, new kitchen &

cpt, 1-car gar $1600

16577 Federall Ave,, #12

Bach,, sm, fr, htpl, ldry, sep-

arate bath $775

1766__ Malcolmm Avee 

Sgl,, st, fr, pkg, cpt, ldry

$800

17666 Malcolmm Ave

2+1,, st, fr, cpt, pkg-1, ldry

$1500

18000 Keltonn Ave,, #55 && #7

1+1,, st, fr, cpt, pkg $1100

1133211 Massachusetts,, #9

1+1,, st, fr, pkg $1100

113211 Massachusetts,, #4

Sgl,, st, fr, pkg $875

ALL PROPERTIES

ONE-YEAR LEASE, NO

PETS, NON-SMOKING

UNITS

stt (stove), frr (fridge),  cptt (carpet),

sgll (single), bachh (bachelor), ldryy (laundry),

garr (garage), hdwdd (hardwood floors),

lwrr (lower), uprr (upper) , htpll (hotplate),

pkgg (parking), w/dd (washer/dryer),

hkpp (hook-up), d/ww (dishwasher),

c-fnn (ceiling fan), (fireplace)

MAR VISTA near Marina. Quiet area 
$1000/mo 1bd+den 1ba, carpet, blinds, 
stove, refrigerator, laundry, parking, no 
pets. 310-456-5659.

For Rent

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310)869-7901

835 Pacific St. #7, Studio, hardwood 
floors utilities included $1050

1037 5th St. #6 North of Wilshire 2+2 
Recently refurbished $2395

1214 Idaho Ave. #8, 2+1 1/2
Townhouse, avail Jan 1, $2595

Please visit our website for 
complete listings and information on 

vacancies in Santa Monica
and the Westside

www.howardmanagement.com
rentals@howardmanagement.com

L.A. 1523 Holt Ave unit  1+1 large lower 
unit stove, fridge, hardwood, parking, 
cat OK with deposit, $1125, $500 off 
move-in (310) 578-7512 
www.jkwproperties.com

MAR VISTA 12450 Culver Blvd. Unit 213,  
Single stove, fridge, blinds, carpet, til-
ing, flooring, granite counter tops, with 
utilities, intercom entry, gated  parking, 
no pets. $895/mo (888)414-7778 
www.jkwproperties.com 

MAR VISTA 12766 Matteson Ave #8 2+2 
$1375/mo stove, fridge, tile and vinlyn 
floors, blinds, parking, laundry, no pets 
call between 5:30-7:30pm units shown 
by appt.only $500 off move-in 
(310) 439-1928 jkwproperties.com

MAR VISTA 3976 Inglewood Blvd. , 2+2 
lower $1375/Mo stove, fridge, blinds, 
carpet, laundry, parking, no pets. $500 
off move-in (310)578-7512 
www.jkwproperties.com

MAR VISTA: 11932 Courtleigh Dr. unit 9, 
$1025/mo. 1+1 stove, fridge, carpet, 
blinds, carpet, utilities include, inter-
com entry, laundry, gated, parking, no 
pets. $500 off move-in (310) 737-7933 
jkwproperties.com

MAR VISTA: 12434 CULVER Blvd. unit 
1  2+2 stove, fridge, AC, carpets blinds, 
laundry room, intercom entry, gated 
parking, no pets.$1375/mo $500 off 
move-in (888)414-7778 www.jkwprop-
erties.com

MV/MDR adj. $900 Large Studio, single, 
Full kitchen, stove & refrigerator, 
large closets, carpets, laundry, parking. 
Info (310)828-4481 or (310)993-0414 
after 6p.m.

MV/MDR adj.$1100 one bedroom upper 
appliances, new carpet, private 

balcony, laundry, parking, free month 
with one year lease

Info (310)828-4481 or (310)993-0414 
after 6 p.m.

PALMS 2+1 3633 Keystone ave #1 
stove, blinds, tile flooring, carpets, ceil-
ing fan, laundry,parking, AC, no pets. 
$1375/mo $500 off move-in 
(310)578-7512 www.jkwproperties.com

WESTWOOD: 617 1/2 Midvale unit 3 
Bachelor, no kitchen, sink, fridge,hot 
plate, microwave, ceiling fan, carpet, 
street parking, no pets $795/mo $500 
off move-in (310)578-7512 
wwwjkwproperties.com

For Rent
WLA 1457 Westgate #E 1+1 stove, 
fridge, blinds, tile , garage parking no 
pets $1200/mo $500 off move-in 
(310) 578-7512 jkwproperties.com

Storage Space
SM.   garage storage, convenient alley 
access  $175/mo clean and secure Call 
Edith (310)954-6513

Services

Fitness

Lou Ferrigno Jr
Certified Private Fitness Trainer

• Lose weight, shed bodyfat
• Exclusively private facility
• Individualized routines!

(310) 913-2232
FERRIGKNOW@gmail.com

Handyman

The Handy Hatts
Painting and Decorating Co.

SINCE 1967
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

SPECIALISTS IN ALL 
DAMAGE REPAIR

“EXPERT IN GREEN CONCEPTS”

Free estimates, great referrals

Call Brian @
(310) 927-5120
(310) 915-7907

LIC# 888736
“HOME SWEET HOME”

FULL SERVICE HANDYMAN
FROM A TO Z

Moving

Services

Therapy

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

STILLL 
SMOKING?

Dr. John McGrail, Ph.D, C.Ht.

(310)) 235-2883
www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

DBAS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAMES STATEMENT FILE 
NO. 20091736624 FIRST FILING. The following 
person(s) is (are) doing business as HILL ON 
BROADWAY, 825 HILL STREET, UNIT A, SANTA 
MONICA, CA 90405. The full name of registrant(s) 
is/are : KARIM ABJANI, 825 HILL STREET, UNIT A, 
SANTA MONICA, CA 90405 This Business is being 
conducted by, an individual. Signed: The regis-
trant commenced to transact business under the 
fictitious business name or names listed on 
(Date)11/17/2009. /s/: KARIM ABJANI
This statement was filed with the County Clerk of  
LOS ANGELES County on 11/17/2009. NOTICE: 
THIS FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT EX-
PIRES FIVE YEARS FROM THE DATE IT WAS FILED 
IN THE OFFICE OF THE COUNTY CLERK. A NEW 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT MUST BE 
FILED PRIOR TO THAT DATE. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself authorize the use in 
this state of a fictitious business name state-
ment in violation of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law (see Section 
14411et seq.,Business and Professions Code). 
SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS to publish 
12/15/2009, 12/22/2009, 12/29/2009, 1/5/2010

good2hug:   14, female, Daytona, FL

joey16:   16, male, Hackensack, NJ

robbieW:    38, male, Daytona, FL

b-ball_tommy:   15, male, Pocatello, ID

tu_tu:    16, female, Burlington, VT

duffme:     44, male, Minneapolis, MN   

QTpie:    30, male, Chicago, IL

ty1989:   15, female, Naperville, IL

harrys_grl:   12, female, Appleton, MN

slugger20:   17, male, Jackson, MS

qtrback21:   26, male, Brooklyn, NY

suzie14:     14, female, Portland, OR

hiphopper:    13, female, Plano, TX

paperboy:     41, male, Beaverton, OR

Every day, children are sexually solicited online.

The 14 users currently in the teen chat room.

You don’t know what your kids are saying online. Or who they are saying it to. A lot of times 

neither do they. So get involved. To protect your kid’s online life or report an incident, call

HDOP: help delete online predators1-800-THE LOST            cybertipline.com.or visit
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