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Associated Press Writer

The push to increase the mobility of dis-
abled people could hit home under a propos-
al that may require new houses or those
undergoing major renovation in Santa
Monica to be built with accessibility fea-
tures for the handicapped.

If adopted, it would be the first such
mandatory building code in the nation cov-
ering privately built homes, and would bur-
nish a reputation for socially conscious law-
making that long ago earned the city the
moniker “People’s Republic of Santa
Monica.”

Opponents criticize the idea as another
intrusion into the private domain and an
additional expense that would further push
home prices out of more people’s range.

Advocates see it as progressive and prag-
matic in a nation of aging baby boomers.

“In a forward thinking society, it would
be nice for someone to be able to ask every-
one into their home, or still be able to live
there comfortably despite having suffered a
debilitative disease or accident,” said Alan
Toy, 51, who had polio as a child and uses a
wheelchair or crutches.

The measure may include such require-

ments for homes as a no-step entrance in the
front or rear of a house, hallways that are at
least 36 inches wide, wheelchair accessible
routes through first floors, and doorways at

least 32 inches wide.
It could also go further and include provi-

sions such as installing electrical controls
and thermostats to be placed at wheelchair-

“In a forward thinking 
society, it would be nice for
someone to be able to ask
everyone into their home,
or still be able to live there
comfortably despite having

suffered a debilitative 
disease or accident.”

— ALAN TOY
Disabled Santa Monica resident

Proposal could lead to
disabled access for
homes in Santa Monica

By Daily Press staff

You had better duck and cover when the
clock strikes midnight on New Year’s, or you
could be killed with a stray bullet.

The ritual of shooting firearms on New
Year’s Eve may have started in Mexico, but it
has moved into the Los Angeles area in the last
decade, as well as across the country. 

“It’s outrageous and it shouldn’t be,” said
LAPD spokesman Jack Richter. “It’s just stu-
pid.”

Dozens of people die each year from stray
bullets and authorities this week warned
against firing guns into the air, saying such acts
would be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the
law.

“It’s a problem in Los Angeles County,” said
Santa Monica Police Lt. Frank Fabrega. “If you
are here in Santa Monica, you will hear 10 to 15

minutes of gunfire.”
Last year, stray bullets killed one man and

wounded five others in the county, including a
10-year-old boy. Discharging a firearm into the
air is a felony and punishable by one year in

Local police warn of
New Year’s Eve gunfire

See DISABLED, page 3

See GUNFIRE, page 3

Not another New
Year’s with no plans
BY NINA DAVIS
Special to the Daily Press

Four days left and I am still not sure what to do New Year’s Eve.
I have a great outfit (I think), I know which friends I want to be with,

but have no ideas as to what to do.
So today being Friday and having the time, I started calling all the local

Santa Monica and Venice restaurants to see what is being offered. Here is
a list of restaurants that will be open and their phone numbers. 

The top two personal picks are: A luau with grass skirts and a volcano
at James Beach Restaurant (310) 823-5396 or Typhoon (310) 390-6565 at
the Santa Monica Airport for a night of dinner and dancing. But then
again, there is always The Globe which is going to have jugglers and
magicians, or ....

See NEW YEARS, page 3

“It’s outrageous and it
shouldn’t be. It’s just stupid.”

— JACK RICHTER
LAPD spokesman

Ross Furukawa/Daily Press
12-year-old Adam Ho plays to a crowd of people Friday on the
Third Street Promenade.
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ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★★ Use the morning to clear out calls and errands.
Mellow yourself through physical activity. By after-
noon, you can put your feet up, swap jokes with your
friends or whatever else might appeal to you. An older
relative or associate makes an appeal, which is also a
compliment. Tonight: Home is your castle.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★★ Balance your checkbook after recent expenses.
You will feel better knowing your limit. Later, hook up
with friends, relatives or a loved one. Extremes mark
your emotions and, hence, your actions. Don’t worry
anymore, just enjoy those who are in your life. Tonight:
Discuss New Year’s resolutions.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
★★★★★ You bloom this morning, ready to greet oth-
ers or handle any matter you need to. Relax more, if
possible. Friends surround you, making it possible to
let the good times roll. Enjoy a special person in your
life or, rather, let this person dote on you. Tonight: Be
someone’s love object.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★ Lie low this morning. If you can, sleep in or
maybe curl up with a good book. By afternoon some-
one invites you out. Getting together with friends or a
loved one uplifts your spirit as well as those of others
around you. A spontaneous party begins before you
know it. Tonight: Beam in whatever your heart desires.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★★ Use the morning for your errands and social
needs. A loved one does the unexpected. Extremes
mark a situation. Act on your feelings and express your
nurturing qualities this afternoon. Spending the after-
noon with someone just might be a beginning. Tonight:
Continue playing it low-key. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★★ Take your time with a decision involving work
and commitments. Though you might be surprised by
what someone requests, you are pleased in another way.
Indulge a loved one, doing what he or she wants most.
If single, go on the prowl! Join friends. Tonight: Out
and about.

JACQUELINE BIGAR'S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you'll have: 
★★★★★ -Dynamic    ★★★★ -Positive    ★★★ -Average    ★★ -So-so    ★ -Difficult

Scorpio, go out and see a movie

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★★ Reach out for someone at a distance. Your
understanding allows both of you more spontaneity
and flexibility. Make plans in the morning. Think
about what you want to do with an older relative. Plan
a get-together. Visit with each other. Tonight: Be a
lead player.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★★ Be more forthright with someone who cares a
lot about you. A surprise delights others and you.
Discussions open doors. You understand a loved one
better when he or she shares more. It is a mutual
process. You need to open up, too. No longer be the
secretive Scorpio! Tonight: Movie time!

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★★★ Someone whips you into their stuff, with a
fun disclosure early on. You enjoy this person a lot. Do
more sharing and talking together. You’re building a
relationship on strong foundations. Do for each other,
making the most of the moment. Tonight: You don’t
have to tell everyone!

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★★ Listen to someone you deal with frequently. A
surprise could knock on your door when you least
expect it. Allow more fun into your life by showing
your sunny and fun side. Give up being so somber. Play
away. Everyone needs to be a kid again once in awhile.
Tonight: Accept someone’s invitation.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★★ You find the answer or the solution, surprising
even yourself! Whether you’re working on a puzzle or
dealing with a real-life situation, you succeed. Relax in
the later afternoon, as someone might tap into your
energy later. You’ll want to be there for this person.
Tonight: Keep a matter hush-hush.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★★ Stay still while you absorb information.
Something might upset you when you least expect it.
Follow through on someone’s request later on. Bring
others together, enjoying the flavor of the day. A spon-
taneous party ensues as a result. Tonight: Get ready for
a long night!

“Nobody can make you feel inferior
without your consent.”

—  Eleanor Roosevelt

QUOTE of the DAY

Today ... Rain with a high 61°F. Winds from the south at 7mph.

Tonight ... Rain with a low of 50°F. Winds from south at 3mph.

Tomorrow ... Mostly cloudy High—63°F Low—50°F 
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state prison. If someone dies as a result of the bullet, the
shooter will be charged with murder.

Researchers report that a bullet fired into the air can
climb two miles into the air and remain in flight more than
a minute. As it falls, the bullet reaches a velocity of 300 to
700 feet per second. A velocity of only 200 feet per second
is sufficient to penetrate the human skull.

“That bullet can literally travel for blocks,” said
Fabrega. “In all honesty, they travel faster when they are
coming down.”

While law enforcement, in partnership with the commu-
nity, local businesses and the media, has made an impact
on reducing indiscriminate gunfire, the problem persists.
Local law enforcement is once again asking the communi-
ty to celebrate the new year safely and responsibly. Don’t
fire guns in the air. Remember what goes up will come
down and when a bullet comes down it is traveling at a
fatal velocity.

If you see a person shoot a gun, report it immediately by
calling 911 and give the dispatcher as much information as
possible. If you only hear gunfire, call (310) 458-8491
immediately.

LOCAL
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Gunfire on New Year’s Eve can be dangerous

Associated Press  
Young finalists of the Los Angeles Police and county sheriff’s departments, “Gunfire Reduction
Campaign,” including 7-year-old Noble Gray, second from left, display their work Friday during a cer-
emony at the LAPD police academy in Los Angeles. The campaign has been established to persuade
New Year’s celebrants from shooting firearms into the air.

“That bullet can literally travel for
blocks. In all honesty, they travel

faster when they are coming down.”

— POLICE LT. FRANK FABREGA
Santa Monica Police Department

Places to go for New
Years Eve ...

Border Grill 310-451-1655
Bravo Cucino 310-394-0374
Broadway Bar and Grill 310-393-4211
Café Delfini 310-459-8823
Capo 310-394-5550
Chez Jay 310-395-1741
Chinois on Main 310-392-9025
Drago 310-828-1585
Georgio Baldi 310-573-1660
The Hump 310-313-0977
ICugini 310-451-4595
Il Nido 310-399-1843
Ivy at the Shore 310-393-3113
Jake and Annies 310-452-1734
Jiraffe 310-917-6671
Josies 310-581-9888
La Vecchia Cucina 310-399-7979
The Lobster 310-458-9294
Lula 310-392-5711
Melisse 310-395-0881
Michaels 310-451-0843
Monsoon Café 310-576-9996
Ocean Ave Seafood 310-394-5669
One Pico 310-587-1717
Rix 310-656-9688
Rebeccas 310-260-1100
Sabor 310-829-3781
Schatzi on Main 310-399-4800
Sushi Roku 310-458-4771
Typhoon 310-390-6565
Valentino 310-829-4313
World Café 310-392-1661
Ye Olde Kings Head 310-451-1402
Canal Club 310-823-3878
Capri 310-392-8777
Casablanca 310-392-5751
Chaya Venice 310-396-1179
Globe Venice Beach 310-392-3105
Hals Bar and Grill 310-396-3105
Hama Sushi 310-396-8783

accessible heights.
The proposal is still in the formative stage. The Santa

Monica City Council has approved paying $75,000 for a
consulting firm to study the feasibility of such a law. The
main objective is to define how much disabled access the
codes should require and how “major” a remodeling proj-
ect has to be before it would fall under the law.

“What comes out of it remains to be seen, but ultimate-
ly the council will decide how the ordinance will be draft-
ed,” said Tim McCormick, a city building official.

Councilman Herb Katz cast the sole vote against fund-
ing the study.

“I don’t see a real need for it,” he said. “I understand it
commercially, but privately I don’t see a need for a dis-
abled building code. It’ll never fly.”

The consultant’s report is due by May and the council
plans to hold public meetings in the spring to collect opin-
ions from among the city’s 84,000 residents.

The potential impact of a such a law on the city is
unclear. A recent community profile published by the Rand
Corporationdescribes Santa Monica as fully built up and
likely to have a stable or slightly declining population bar-
ring a substantial growth in new housing.

But Santa Monica’s direction on access for the disabled

could have broader influence.
Toy, a university researcher and part-time actor,

believes the issue will increasingly be at the forefront of
city and state agendas as the population ages.

“They’re going to start demanding, as a generation, that
these kinds of policies get implemented throughout socie-
ty,” said Toy.

Incorporating accessibility features during the construc-
tion change would come at minimal cost, a maximum of
$600, he said.

Builders disagree with that estimate. The cost could run
into the thousands of dollars, according to the National
Association of Home Builders.

“Every time you add costs to a home, you edge some-
one else out of the (housing) market,” NAHB spokes-
woman Donna Reichle said.

“It means that person will have to save a few more years
for a down payment ... or have to wait longer to take
advantage of the tax benefits of owning a home.”

Instead, Reichle said, consumers should set the pace for
disabled access features in the housing industry.

“Builders have a lot of experience in responding to mar-
ket needs,” she said. “If there’s a demand, then they’re
going to start fulfilling it.”

Disabled access to be considered for homes
DISABLED, from page 1

By Daily Press staff

The “Now More Than Ever” New Year’s Eve Peace
Party will take place Monday, Dec. 31, 2001, beginning at
8 p.m. at The Church in Ocean Park located at 235 S. Hill
Street in Santa Monica. 

The peace-themed party will feature the “Now More
Than Ever” comedy showcase with popular stand-up
comedians Bill Bronner, Doug Ferrari, Denise Munro
Robb and David Zasloff, as well as a special highlighted
performance by the comedy/folk music duo “The Boners,”
featuring musicians Suzy Williams and Bill Burnett.
Music DJ Jason Kramer will spin “classic rock oldies” for
party participants to “dance in” a new and hopefully
improved year. The party emcee will be popular folk jour-
nalist Hank Rosenfeld.

Other party highlights will include a “New Year’s
Resolution Open Mic” which will take place so coura-
geous party goers can share their private resolutions pub-
licly. Prizes will be awarded for what are judged to be the
most meaningful and most humorous resolutions. And, in
keeping with the tradition of the 22nd annual peace party,
a unique “Midnight Peace Ceremony” will be held this
year to remember the victims of the Sept. 11 tragedy.

Admission is $20.02 per person and will include a com-
plementary buffet dinner, complimentary champagne and
complimentary parking.

The peace party is being sponsored by and will benefit
the Alliance for Survival peace group. The party venue is
wheelchair accessible. There is no dress code. All ages,
singles and couples are invited.

Peace party scheduled for New Year’s Eve

NEW YEARS, from page 1

GUNFIRE, from page 1
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By the Associated Press

SACRAMENTO — Parts of 10 south Orange County cities may be susceptible to
landslides or liquefaction during an earthquake of magnitude-6.0 or greater, the state
Department of Conservation said.

At-risk areas include Aliso Viejo, Irvine, Rancho Santa Margarita, San Juan
Capistrano, San Clemente, Dana Point, Laguna Hills, Laguna Beach, Laguna Niguel
and Mission Viejo, seismic hazard zone maps show.

“Knowing where liquefaction and landslides are most likely to occur means that
officials can require special engineering steps on new construction to make people and
buildings safer,” Darryl Young of DOC said.

The maps are made by the department’s Division of Mines and Geology.
All real estate sold in the state requires the seller to disclose natural hazards prior to

sale, including properties inside a Seismic Hazard Zone.
Orange County landslide zones are common along the eastern and western border

areas of the maps where there are undeveloped hill slopes. Liquefaction zones occur
mostly in drainage areas along the Interstate 5 corridor and the Pacific Coast Highway
in Laguna Beach; along Aliso Creek, and through Laguna Hills along Alicia Parkway.

BY COLLEEN VALLES
Associated Press Writer

SAN FRANCISCO — California
rates more than a third of its roads as poor,
a higher percentage than any other state,
according to a study by a group financed
primarily by the highway construction
industry.

The state rated as “poor” 37 percent of
its 168,000 miles of road, according to the
report released Thursday by The Road
Information Program, which completed
the study for Transportation California, a
group of contractors, unions and other
organizations.

TRIP said its analysis of 2000 informa-
tion from the Federal Highway
Administration found that California
spent $82 per resident on maintenance —
less than any other state. The FHA doesn’t
break down per capita spending on roads.

TRIP said Georgia gave its roads the
best rating, with none in poor condition.

The other states with the highest self-
reported percentage of “poor” roads,

according to TRIP, were Louisiana, at 27
percent; Massachusetts, at 25 percent; and
New Jersey and Missouri, both at 21 per-
cent. On average, states reported that 11
percent of their roads were in poor condi-
tion.

TRIP cautioned that though all states
reported to the federal government on the
quality of their roads, there was no way to
ensure they used identical standards.

According to the report, the other
states that spent the least were Illinois,
which spent $94 per person and ranked 9
percent of its roads as poor; Michigan,
which spent $106 per person and ranked
15 percent as poor; Minnesota, which
spent $108 per person and ranked 4 per-
cent as poor; and Ohio, which spent $109
per person and ranked 6 percent as poor.

The study also recommends that voters
in California approve Proposition 42, on
the March 5 ballot, which would use
gasoline sales taxes for road maintenance.

The TRIP analysis included interstates,
freeways, major state roads and arterial
roads, which are the major roads of a
community, research director Frank
Moretti said.

Dennis Trujillo, a spokesman for the
California’s Department of
Transportation, said the state is dedicating
about $1 billion a year to maintenance and
repairs. Cities and counties received an
additional $400 million last year for
maintenance as part of the state’s
Congestion Relief Program. The state cur-
rently has $6 billion in general road
improvements under way.

Gov. Gray Davis “has reversed a trend
of 16 years of disinvestment in transporta-
tion,” said Trujillo. “I believe our system
is second to none, but there’s room for
improvement.”

Ten Orange County cities
may have landslides or
liquefaction in quakes

California roads rated poor

“I believe our system 
is second to none,
but there’s room 

for improvement.”

— DENNIS TRUJILLO
Department of transportation spokesman

“Knowing where liquefaction and landslides are 
most likely to occur means that officials can require 

special engineering steps on new construction to
make people and buildings safer.”

— DARRYL YOUNG
Department of conservation



BY NEELESH MISRA
Associated Press Writer

NEW DELHI, India — As India and
Pakistan shot at each other and spoke of
war, weeping friends and relatives on both
sides bid farewell Friday before the two
nations sever their land and air links for
the first time in 30 years.

Warning that an Indian troop buildup at
the border was pushing the countries into
confrontation, Pakistan told the United
States it may need to further reinforce its
side of the frontier by moving troops now
helping the U.S. hunt for Osama bin
Laden, Pakistani officials said.

President Bush said Friday his admin-
istration was “working actively to bring
some calm in the region, to hopefully con-
vince both sides to stop the escalation of
force.” He said India should “take note”
of steps by Pakistan to crack down on
Islamic militants.

The South Asian rivals — both of
which have nuclear weapons — have
been threatening a new war since a Dec.
13 attack by gunmen on India’s
Parliament. New Delhi says Pakistan
sponsored the attack and demands it arrest
and extradite the leaders of two militant
groups India says conducted the opera-
tion. Pakistan denies the charge.

The Indian army ordered evacuations
of 20,000 people from more than 40 bor-
der villages in the Indian-held part of
Kashmir, and traded shells overnight with
Pakistani border forces, officials said
Friday. Soldiers also laid mines outside

the villages.
Retaliatory firing by Pakistani troops

killed a 3-year-old in an Indian border vil-
lage, police said. The firing ended two
days of relative calm.

The two nations on Thursday ordered
each other’s 110-person embassy staffs
cut in half and banned overflights as of
next Tuesday. On that day, India will also
close bus and train links, and private cars
will also be barred from crossing the bor-
der — closing transport links for the first
time since the 1971 war.

The halt to transportation links is a
haunting reminder of past wars and a psy-
chological blow for millions on both sides
connected by blood or friendship.

Men and women wept, desperately
embraced relatives and tried to hold hands
through the iron window grills of the cars
as the Samjhauta Express, the only train
between the two nations, pulled out of the
Old Delhi station, carrying people home
before the deadline.

At the Lahore station in Pakistan, an
Indian woman, Amina Begum, stood
tightly holding the hand of her brother
Tanveer Ahmad, a Pakistani. Both wept.

Separated in their childhood, they had
met after 53 years. “I had come here to
stay for two months, but now I’m going
back just after seven days,” Begum said as
she boarded the train. “Now I don’t think
he will be able to see me even at my
death.”

A spokesman for Pakistan’s military-
government said India’s troop buildup at
the border was making a confrontation

inevitable. “The Indian government is
putting itself into a corner where it would
be difficult for them to now back off,”
Gen. Rashid Quereshi said in Islamabad.

Pakistan told the United States on
Friday through official channels that it
may have to move troops from its
western Afghan border to the eastern
frontier with India, a senior diplomatic
official and a senior army official said.

Those troops are currently patrolling
the Afghan border, hunting for fleeing
members of bin Laden’s al-Qaida terror
group.

India and Pakistan have fought three
wars since independence from Britain
in 1947. Two of those wars — in 1947
and 1965 — were fought over the
divided Himalayan region of Kashmir.
Many in both countries feared the
prospect of a fourth.

NATIONAL�INTERNATIONAL
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India, Pakistan relations severed first time in 30 years

Associated Press
A border guard restrains a Pakistani man shouting “Long Live Pakistan!”
across the border at the end of the daily border closing ceremony in Wagah,
along the Pakistan-India border on Friday. India and Pakistan shot at each
other Friday and talked of war as they prepared to sever land and air links for
the first time in 30 years — since their last war.

BY BRUCE STANLEY
AP Business Writer

CAIRO, Egypt — After more than a month of uncer-
tainty, OPEC confirmed Friday it would cut its official
output by 6 percent in an effort to firm up sagging oil
prices and protect its member nations’ main source of
income.

Oil ministers from the Organization of Petroleum
Exporting Countries agreed in an emergency meeting
that it would slash output by 1.5 million barrels a day
beginning Jan. 1. The cuts are to last for at least six
months, OPEC officials told a news conference.

The decision appears unlikely to have a major impact
on the prices consumers pay for gasoline or heating oil.
OPEC approved the cut in principle back in November,
and energy markets have already factored it into current
prices for crude and refined oil products.

OPEC decided to proceed with the planned cuts only
after persuading rival, independent producers such as
Russia and Norway to reduce their own output.

Having already trimmed OPEC’s official production
by 3.5 million barrels a day this year, the group’s 11
member nations were determined to make independent
producers share the burden of the next decrease instead
of boosting sales at OPEC’s expense.

“The main task for us at this moment is the stabiliza-
tion of the market,” OPEC Secretary-general Ali
Rodriguez told reporters.

Oil producers have suffered “a sustained drop” in
crude prices during the past month, he said. “If we main-
tain this trend, we can suffer a collapse in the price. ... It’s
a very big problem for producers and even for con-
sumers.”

OPEC’s announcement got a perky response from
major oil markets. The price of Brent crude contracts for
February delivery climbed 42 cents to $20.76 a barrel,
after having jumped by $1 Thursday on the International
Petroleum Exchange in London. February contracts of
light, sweet crude rose 32 cents to $21.22 on the New
York Mercantile Exchange.

“The reaction of any oil producer to OPEC’s decision

can be none other than positive, as it is already pushing
oil prices up considerably,” said Leonid Fedun, vice pres-
ident of Lukoil, Russia’s biggest oil producer.

OPEC’s benchmark crude price averaged $18.68 a
barrel Thursday, the most recent day for which informa-
tion was compiled.

Rilwanu Lukman, Nigeria’s presidential adviser on
petroleum and energy, said OPEC’s production cut would
be “more than enough” to lift the group’s benchmark
price to $22 a barrel — the group’s minimum target
price.

However, some member countries questioned whether
the combined reduction in OPEC and non-OPEC sup-
plies would be sufficient to restore OPEC’s benchmark to
its desired range of $22 to $28 a barrel.

“We hope that prices will stabilize within reasonable
limits, meaning between $20 and $25 (a barrel). This is
what is expected now,” Saudi Arabian Oil Minister Al
Naimi told reporters just before the meeting began. Saudi
Arabia is OPEC’s largest and most influential member.

BY ALEXANDRA ZAVIS
Associated Press Writer

MEKAMBO, Gabon — A 5-year-old
boy died Friday in an improvised isolation
ward as the death toll from an outbreak of
the deadly Ebola disease rose to 21 in two
Central African nations.

Adamou, who only had one name, was
the fifth member of his family to catch the
highly contagious disease in the remote
town of MeKambo in northeastern
Gabon, near the border with Republic of
Congo. His mother, a nurse, died after
treating an Ebola patient. The disease then
spread to her mother, brother and another
child.

“My heart is heavy,” said the child’s
uncle, John Otolany, whose eldest son
remained in the isolation ward concealed

behind plastic sheeting at the town’s
crumbling medical center. “This disease
continues to ravage my family.”

Because of the risk of contagion,
Otolany was the only family member
present when health workers in rubber
boots, plastic overalls, masks, gloves and
goggles carried the child out of the ward
in a plastic body bag, loaded him onto the
back of a truck and transported him to a
tiny cemetery in a jungle clearing.

Fighting back tears, Otolany watched
as the child was lowered into the grave,
sprayed with disinfectant and covered
with soil.

Medical officials have identified 17
Ebola cases in Gabon, of whom 15 have
died since the outbreak began in late
October. Twelve more suspected cases

have been identified in Republic of
Congo, where six people have died.

A team of medical experts from the
World Health Organization and Gabon’s
health ministry arrived in the region in
December and have been working with
military doctors to trace victims, treat
patients and educate the local population
about the disease. The international aid
group, Medecins Sans Frontieres, or
Doctors Without Borders, is also helping
to contain the virus.

In a statement from Geneva, WHO said
medical experts were monitoring 206 peo-
ple — 91 in Gabon and 115 in Republic of
Congo — who had possibly come in con-
tact with those infected with the virus.

“We anticipate one or more cases may
develop among these contacts,” the state-

ment said.
About half survived the virus’ incuba-

tion period of up to three weeks without
developing signs of the disease. The rest
continue to receive daily visits from offi-
cials who watch for symptoms such as
fever, bloody diarrhea and vomiting.

Ebola is one of the most deadly viral
diseases. There is no cure, and death
occurs in 50 to 90 percent of those who
contract it.

The virus is passed through contact
with bodily fluids, but is not airborne. The
disease usually kills its victims faster than
it can spread, burning out before it can
reach too far.

The World Health Organization, how-
ever, has said it believes the outbreak has
peaked.

OPEC oil ministers confirm 6 percent cut to lift prices

Death toll from Central African Ebola outbreak rises to 21
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Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
by Chuck Shepard 

Semen in the name of art
The partly government-funded Banff Centre in Alberta, Canada, acknowledged in

December that it had provided a grant to Mexican performance artist Israel Mora, 33, for his
recent exhibit, "Level 7," which consisted of his own semen in seven glass vials into which
he had masturbated, in order, he said, "to examine the concepts of privacy and intimacy with-
in contemporary society." The Centre's president subsequently apologized for its bad judg-
ment in housing the exhibit.

GET NOTICED!
ADVERTISE!

100% ORGANIC NEWS ...
PICKED FRESH DAILY.

Santa Monica Daily Press
310.458.7737

Fax: 310.576.9913
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Employment
ADMIN ASSISTANT to Presi-
dent.  Small investment compa-
ny.  Requires MS/word,Excel, 
AOL, 50-60 wpm., 3-5 years ex-
perience, phones, investor rela-
tions, travel arrangements.  Fax 
resume (310)827-5541

ANIMAL LOVER Mobile groom-
ing.  Looking for a fit, energetic, 
individual w/ good people skills, 
who loves working with animals. 
Exp. not nec, training provided.  
Attractive package.  Vehicle 
provided.  Call (310)266-6076

ESTHETICIAN/MASSAGE 
ROOM available in busy hair 
and skin salon.  Credit card 
processing, parking, great envi-
ronment w/ fun people.  Call 
Peter or just drop by 13114 
Washington Blvd., MDR 
(310)383-0357

FACILITY MANAGER Small 
west side school seeks organ-
ized, motivated manager to su-
pervise crew.  Exp. preferred. 
32+hours/wk. AM’s Mon-Fri, 
some flexibility, call (310)451-
5657

FINISH CARPENTERS Experi-
ence in fine custom residential 
required, 3yrs minimum.  Must 
have references & tools. 
Call(310)822-0685, fax ref. to 
(310) 822-0785

FLORAL DESIGNER needed 
for flower shop in Century City.  
Please call (310)785-0669

GENERAL OFFICE Assistant 
for busy Marina Del Rey travel 
office.  Microsoft Word, Excel. 
Contact: Billy (310)823-7979

HAIR STYLIST, ESTHETICIAN 
& RECEPTIONIST wanted for 
Campus Cuts salon at UCLA.  2 
positions open.  Stylist Minimun 
2 years experience. (310)206-
4770

JIFFY LUBE
Customer Service

Join the best and be part of the 
J-Team.  F/T, P/T & Flex. 

hours.  Santa Monica location.  
Retail cashier/calculator exper 

w/ computer knowledge helpful.  
Valid Calif. DL/English required.  

Competitive wages 
w/health/dental/401k & vacation 

benefits.  Must pass 
physical/drug exam. EOE

(562)806-4948

MANICURIST FOR Busy Santa 
Monica Salon.  Full-time, com-
mission or rented.  Open 9am-
8pm. (310)450-8669

MANICURIST FOR busy up-
scale Brentwood Salon.  Lots of 
walk-ins.  Can build very quickly 
full time rent or commission call 
(310)471-5555

MEDICAL ASSISTANT part-
time dermatology office.  Marina 
Del Rey (310)821-0861

MEDICAL BACK OFC Family 
Practice in Santa Monica.  Ex-
perience necessary.  Fax re-
sume to (310)395-2063

RECEPTIONIST FOR busy up-
scale Brentwood Salon.  Full-
time, Tues. - Sat.  Position 
starts January 1 2002. 
(310)471-5555

Employment
NIGHT MANAGER needed for 
Santa Monica Restaurant.  Ex-
perience a must.  Please fax re-
sume to (310)393-6840

PARALEGAL W/3 years or 
more experience; self-starter, 
assertive and organized; able to 
handle heavy client contact; 
suitable writing skills required; 
PI experience necessary; medi-
cal record review exp,; bilingual 
Spanish a plus.  Please email 
resume to kgallo@biren.com

RETIRE IN two years with a six 
figure residual income.  Part 
Time and Full Time. (888)412-
6921

REWARDING SALES CA-
REER. Int’l firm with 16 years 
success track record seeks ex-
perienced business person M/F 
to sponsor & coach clients on 
maximizing & protecting wealth.  
Comprehensive training & sup-
port.  Call Mr. Kenedy 
(800)600-5149

THE SANTA Monica Daily 
Press is looking for Advertising 
Account Executives.  Print ad-
vertising and consultave/solu-
tion based selling experience a 
plus.  Email resume and cover 
letter to Ross at 
ross@smdp.com

UPSCALE MONTANA Ave. sal-
on has 2 stations available for 
rental.  $300 / week with sham-
poo assistant. (310)451-3710

For Sale
ADULT 3 wheel bicycle. One 
year old and had been ridden 
12-15 hours. (310)450-2395

SONY VAIO R505JSlaptop. 
850 MHz, 30G, CDRW/DVD, 
256 MB RAM, 10/100, Windows 
XP, 12.1” Active Matrix screen. 
Super thin, super light and su-
per fast! $2000 (orig. $2496). 
Chris (310)821-5611

Boats
20’ CAL: Good condition.  Com-
pletely stock. Xtra Geona sail. 
Motor. Incl. cust. trailer. $1900
(310)391-4051

24’ ISLANDER ‘66:  6hp Evin-
rude, 6-gal metal tank, radio, 
galley, sleeps 4 $1990 obo 
(310)645-3104

27’BAYLINER BUCCANEER
Great live-aboard, very spa-
cious, aft cabin  MUST SELL! 
$5950 obo.  (310)417-4141

Wanted
- ALBANIA -

If Albanian is your native 
tongue and you have time to 
teach two elderly people a little 
of that language, Please call 
(310)450-2395.

HOUSE SITTING position want-
ed.  Santa Monica.  Westside. 
Will water lawn and plants. 
Feed and walk pets.  Collect 
mail and newspapers.  Maintain 
household.  Compensation flex-
ible.  Contact Elliot (310)661-
9155

For Rent
27’ CATALINA, Immac liva-
boad/Cruiser.  Many xtras. 
MdR slip.  $6900 obo (310)892-
4616

FURNISHED BEACH front stu-
dios from $3350/mo. 1 bed-
rooms from $4000/mo. 
(310)917-1398

LADERA HEIGHTS: Single 
4820 Slauson Ave. #1  Stove, 
carpet, blinds, laundry, parking, 
no pets.  $500 & up Call  323-
298-0221

MAR VISTA: Single  12746 Pa-
cific Ave. #4  Stove, frig, D/W, 
A/C, carpet, blinds, laundry, in-
tercom-entry, parking, no pets. 
$700 Call  310-578-7512

MARINA DEL REY 2 bd 2 ba 
condominium on the Waterfront.  
Big views.  $2025/month.  Pool, 
Jacuzzi, very desirable. 
(310)718-3012

MDR LUXURY Silver Strand 
Ocean view, Lrg 2bdr, 2ba. 
Frplc D/W, pool, A/C, tennis, 
sauna, spa, sec, nr bch. $2300. 
(310)306-0363

OFFICE SUBLET; 1, 2, or 3 of-
fices available.  Great location 
in Santa Monica starting @ 
$450.00/month.  available imm-
ed. Steve (310)392-6100

PDR MANITOBA West 2bdr + 
loft Condo.  New crpt/paint. 
Pool, spa, hot tub tennis, pad-
dle tennis, gym.  Available now.  
$1700mo Agt Sheila: (310)338-
1311

PDR: LUXURY Condo 2bd/2ba, 
frplc, 2 balc, pools, jacuzzi, sau-
na, W/D in unit, racquet ball 
courts, security parking, exer-
cise room, all appliances, 1 
year lease $1750 (310)871-
7812

S.M.:  2+1, 3 blocks to beach.  
Huge balcony, parkay floors, 
lndry, prkg. Ocean view. $2100.  
(310)399-1273

SANTA MONICA Ocean, pan-
oramic view, 1bd furn/unfurn 
$1500 & $2100.  Luxury furn 2 
bd $3500.  Prime loc., walk to 
3rd St. Promenade & pier.  Full 
kitchen, assigned parking, se-
cured building, new appliances.  
Call for appointment.  (310)399-
3472

SANTA MONICA $2000/mo. 
1844 Euclid, 2bd/1ba home. 
Eat-in kitchen, dining room, fire-
place, new floors throughout, 
rear patio, front patio, front 
yard, parking.  (310)592-5346 
Jeff

SANTA MONICA New, Archi-
tectural  Tri-Level, 3bdrm, 3ba + 
Study, Twnhse, Skylights. 
Gourmet granite kitchen.  12’
ceil., Scenic Roof Deck, spa, 
gated parking, intercom access, 
DSL. $2900/mo. (310)454-4210

SM     $1800 2+2.  Approxi-
mately 1100s.f. 2 car enclosed 
gar. No. of Wilshire Bl. Walk to 
Montana Shops. 2020 Wash-
ington Ave. Call: (310)395-1880

SM $1395 Spacious 2 Bdrm 1 
Ba with prkg. New carpet. 501 
Raymond Ave. (310)573-7452

SM $1400 Lg 2 bdrm 1 ba, 
hrdwd fl, lots of closets, stove, 
prkg, ldry rm Quiet area 
(310)396-1644

For Rent
SM: 3 bdrm live/work pent-
house apt. Amenities include 
phone answering, reception, 
state of the art conference 
rooms & facilities, high-speed 
(T1) Internet and wired comput-
er ports. Modern full kitchens & 
baths. Two large terraces 
w/ocean view. $3,000. For info 
& appointmt: (310)-526-0315. 
Weekends (310)-890-0310.

STUDIO SPACE FOR LEASE 
avail 1500sf Santa Monica. AM, 
Eves, Sun, for classes, work-
shops, meetings. E. Pico, Am-
ple Parking.  Karen 310-396-
5990

TOWNHOUSE 2+2 1/2, parking 
5 blocks from beach, Hdwd. 
Floors, wash/dry, walk in clos-
ets, $2400 mo. 818-343-7826 
or 818-259-6293

VENICE BEACH Lrg 1+1 apt. 
Enclosed patio, 1/2  block to 
beach.  N/p w/stv & refrig $1250
(310)641-1149

VENICE HOUSE for rent 
$1975. 3+1 Approx. 1000s.f. 
Hrdwd & carpets. Remodeled 
kitchen, pvt. garden.  Very 
clean.  New appliances, inside 
W/D. 2477 Walnut Ave.
Call: (310)395-1880

VENICE/SM EXTRA large stu-
dio, swimming studio, 1 parking, 
section Bldg, 2 blocks to the 
beach.  Must be disabled or se-
nior 62+. Avail furn or unfurn. 
$1,145/mo. (310)261-2093

VENICE:  $1350 1Bdr + 1Ba 
Hdwd floors.  W/D in unit.  1128 
6th Ave. No pets. (310)399-
7235

VENICE:  $995, 1Bdrm & Sin-
gle $850.  Stove, refrig, carpet, 
laundry, utilities included, park-
ing, no pets.  501 N. Venice 
Blvd.  Call 9am to 7pm JKW 
Properties 310-574-6767

VENICE:  2bdrm+2bath, park-
ing,1 block from beach, mini 
bar, $1700 + sec. dep. 
(310)305-9659

VENICE:  DUPLEX 2+1  W/D, 
appliances, hardwood floors 
$1700  2 blocks to Abbot Kin-
ney.  N/P 627 San Juan Ave. 
(310)399-7235

VENICE:  Lrg 1+1 w/grt lite. 
Huge closet, stove, W/D on site.  
Off the canals.  $1325 
(310)305-8109

VENICE: 3+2, Lrg, sunny up-
per unit, 4 plex.  French doors, 
balcony, parking. $2100 
(310)581-5379

VENICE: ON BOARDWALK
Sec. building.  Clean 1bd/loft 
bdrm+1.2 level balcony. 
w/vu.frig, stv., D/W, lndry, gtd, 
prkg. $1850. (310)823-6349

W. LA 2464 Barrington 3bdr, 
3ba Lrg rooms, all appliances 
included.  Fireplace, marble 
countertops, in unit W/D.  Gated 
parking elevator, intercom en-
try. $2195.  OPEN DAILY. Mgr. 
Call:  (310)390-9401

W. LA: 2464 Barrington Ave. 
4bd/4ba  Very Lrg unit, spa-
cious closets, marble counters, 
stove, refrig, d/w, nu paint, frplc, 
gtd prkg intercom entry, eleva-
tor. W/D in unit.  Open daily. 
$2695. Mgr. Call: (310)390-
9401

For Rent
W. LOS ANGELES:  1+1 2471 
Sawtelle Blvd. #103  Stove, 
D/W, A/C, fireplace, blinds, car-
pet, laundry, intercom-entry, 
gated parking, cat ok.  $1050 
Call 310-578-7512

WESTWOOD 1 Bed, 1 bath 
$850 furnished / unfurnished, 
bright, pool, drapes, carpet, 
laundry rooms.  Parking availa-
ble. 801 Levering (310)824-
0601

Commercial Lease
RESTAURANT SPACE for 
lease. Office space for lease. 
Santa Monica. 2204/2206 Lin-
coln. Jeff (310)452-0344

Vehicles for sale
1970 VW Bug in good condi-
tion, new floors, upholstery. 
$1800 or best offer.  Call 
(323)259-8500

96 VOLVO 850 turbo, teal blue 
with tan interior 61,000 miles 
(310)280-0840

Services
AT YOUR SERVICE!

Professional Personal Assis-
tant.  Strong office skills.  Great 
references, reliable transporta-

tion. (310)452-4310

BUSINESS WRITER/MEDIA re-
lations specialist: offers 16 
years experience in public rela-
tions and investor relations 
available for short and long-ter 
m assignments.  Call Jane to-
day to implement strategy for 
improved media coverage and 
increased customer/investor in-
terest (310)452-4310

CHILD & ELDERLY CARE: Ex-
perienced Mature, female, veg-
etarian available immeadiately 
for caregiving. Xlnt references. 
Call Omanasa (310)314-8248

CHILD CARE: Mature, intelli-
gent, kind & compassionate. 
Former nursery school experi-
ence. References available. 
Audry Norris (310)854-2053

CHRISTMAS FAMILY POR-
TRAITS at your SM home or 
our SM studio.  Headshots for 
performers.  Beautiful samples 
at www.southern-exposure.tv 
Great prices (310)260-1255

COMPUTER DOCTOR - Re-
pairs, Tutoring, Web Design, 
Patient, Reliable. Russell 
(310)709-7595

DESIGN DRAWINGS Interior-
Exterior.  Drawings can help 
you avoid costly mistakes & 
better visualize your remodel 
projects.  30 years experience.  
References. (310)836-4797

ELDERLY CARE PROVIDER
Living in Santa Monica, immedi-

ately available for full or part 
time work.  References availa-
ble upon request.  Please call 

Lita (310)394-3197

The State-Of-The-Art 
Videoconferencing Solution
Fixed 30 frames per second

Currently being used by; The 
US Navy, Smithsonian Institu-
tion, the Mayors office in San 
Diego and New York, The Uni-
fied School District of San Die-
go, Police and Fire Depart-
ments, Warner Brothers, CNN 
and Turner Networks.  Call to-
day: West Coast Video Phone
(310)392-0799

Services
FINANCIAL ACCOUNTANT
available to come to your 
home/business and help clean-
up, free-up and organize your fi-
nances.  Professional services 
included; Quicken / Quickbooks 
set-up and management, estab-
lishing on-line banking services, 
accounting, payroll, employee 
benefits and other professional 
matters.  Flexible weekly / 
monthly programs and excellent 
references.  Please call Roland. 
(310)230-2341

FRIENDLY & SKILLED  Com-
puter Support Services.  Setup, 
upgrade, internet connections & 
networks.  Home or Office, 
Westide (310)663-3644.  Rea-
sonable Rates.

GARDEN CONSULTANT Mov-
ing?  Add thousands of $$$’s to 
property value by enhancing 
curb appeal.  Let me help.  Res-
onable rates & references. 
Free Estimate.  Mary Kay Gor-
don (310)264-0272

KNITTING LESSONS Yarn, 
Supplies, Patterns, Finishing & 
Design, STICH & ROW, Knitting 
Arts Center, 15200 Sunset 
Blvd., Suite 111, Pacific Pali-
sades (310)230-9902

PET STOPS WEST Boston’s 
Finest Daily and Vacation pet 
sitting service for over a decade 
comes to Santa Monica.  Li-
censed, bonded, insured. 
(310)264-7193

SPANISH TEACHER/TUTOR,
Santa Monica native speaker w/ 
M.A. from U. of MI Berlitz 
trained.  Convers/Grammer, all 
levels/ages.  Fun.  Lissette 
(310)260-1255

TENNIS LESSONS Learn the 
game of tennis (effortlessly). 
Have fun!  Get in shape. 
Group/private.  Call Now!  Intro 
lesson free.  Certified Instructor 
(310)388-3722

TUTORING 
K-12 academics, K-adult com-
puter, Learning Disabilities Spe-
cialist.  Reasonable rates.  Wise 
Owl Education (310)209-9032

Health/Beauty
VIACREME FOR women 
works! Developed and recom-
mended by gynecologists. Or-
der vc.com. (310)312-0662

Missing Person
MONICA LYNN DEVITO

05/01/56  Please call home im-
meadiatly.  Others with info 
email: moniphome@aol.com

Lost & Found
FOUND - set of keys with silver 
metal flower keychain.  Found 
at 601 California.  Please call 
(310)458-7737.

This Just In!
$1 a day

classifieds!

(310) 458-7737
ext. 101

Santa Monica
Daily Press

JOIN THE CLASSIEST GIG IN TOWN!
With the classiest representative in town ... 

Call Angela at the Santa Monica Daily Press and place your classified ad today!
310.458.7737 ext.101
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Holiday travelers unfazed by tight security at airports
BY BRAD FOSS
AP Business Writer

Travelers and airline executives were both prepared for
the worst during one of the year’s busiest weeks for air
travel. Instead, many are finding themselves pleasantly
surprised.

Holiday flyers braced for snarled lines at security
checkpoints after the week began with a passenger’s
alleged attempt to ignite explosives in his sneakers in
midflight.

Yet, like Nancy Franger of Elkhart, Ind., many say it
was “smooth sailing” compared to previous years.

Franger didn’t mind when baggage screeners at
O’Hare International Airport on Friday confiscated her
nail clippers and files as she headed to Keystone, Colo.,
for a week-long ski trip with her husband and three sons.

“I’m glad they caught that stuff,” she said.
The amount of time passengers spent waiting to check

in or have their bags X-rayed ranged from several minutes
to a couple of hours, depending on the time of day, the air-
port and even the terminal.

Around the country, many travelers, including young
children, were asked to walk through metal detectors with
their shoes off, while some shuffled through in their socks
by choice.

A middle-aged teacher at New York’s LaGuardia
Airport was asked to finish her cup of coffee by a baggage
screener concerned something could be hidden inside. A
78-year-old woman with a pacemaker was hand-frisked at
Sky Harbor International Airport in Phoenix.

Performing arts instructor Jim Hutchinson, 51, of Fort
Worth, Texas, said he didn’t mind removing his cowboy
hat, boots and belt buckle as part of the screening process

at Dallas-Fort Worth Airport.
“I’m kind of shocked things were so lax before,”

Hutchinson said. “It’s crowded. Check-in takes a few
minutes. What’s the big deal?”

Not everyone was happy: At San Francisco
International Airport, 44-year-old Mike Fredrickson, an
artist who lives in Milwaukee, said the heightened scruti-
ny unnerved him, and that he may drive rather than fly on
future trips.

Airline companies had feared many travelers would
stay away from planes, but several major carriers said
planes were 90 percent full at their peak — about as
packed as jetliners ever get and better than the 85 percent
forecast by the Air Transport Association, the industry’s
Washington-based trade group.

For the week ending Dec. 27, passenger volumes were
down roughly 11 percent from a year ago, said David
Swerienga, the group’s chief economist. That’s better than
the 17 percent decline the industry was predicting for the
last two weeks of December and the first week of January.

“It has been better than we would have thought four to

six weeks ago,” said John Tague, chief executive officer
of American Trans Air, the nation’s 10th-largest carrier
and one of a handful of low-cost, low-fare airlines that
have outperformed the rest of the industry lately.

Still, the entire industry is operating with an average of
16 percent fewer available seats because of schedule cuts
made after Sept. 11.

And demand remains weak: United Airlines carried
more than 200,000 passengers a day on several occasions
last week, compared with about 250,000 on its best days
a year ago, spokesman Joe Hopkins said.

The largest carriers are not likely to report profits until
next summer, at the earliest, because they continue to lure
passengers by offering extremely cheap fares, said Ray
Neidl, airline analyst at ABN Amro. Delta Air Lines, the
third-largest carrier, warned last week it expects to lose
$500 million in the fourth quarter.

To better handle the increased passenger traffic during
the holiday season, Southwest Airlines dispatched admin-
istrative employees from its Dallas headquarters to sever-
al airports around the country. The budget carrier even
bought out a magazine stand at Baltimore’s BWI Airport
to make room for a larger security checkpoint.

In the days before and after Christmas, lines were
often more backed up as passengers checked their
bags, but the addition of baggage and passenger
screening lanes appeared to help move travelers into
the boarding gate areas more smoothly.

“Passengers are patient, and workers are just doing
a great job moving people through the lines,” said
Mike Bowers, vice president of station operations for
Frontier Airlines. “Believe it or not, it’s been a good
couple of weeks.”

“I’m kind of shocked things were
so lax before. It’s crowded.

Check-in takes a few minutes.
What’s the big deal?”

— JIM HUTCHINSON
Holiday traveler

For A Perfect Après Holiday

Warm Up, Why Not...

On Oahu’s Scenic North Shore

www.TurtleBayResort.com

... play golf on 2 championship courses

... bask in the Hawaiian sun

... a massage in the shade of a coconut tree

... explore over 800 acres of tropical paradise

... ride a horse by the ocean and through the jungle

... a monkey’s lunch at the Hang Ten seaside bar

... pick up puka shells on 5 miles of beach

... watch the surfers from your own lanai

... see the sun go down over the water

Call 800.203.3650 
& ask for the “Santa Monica Special”.


