
BY DON THOMPSON 
Associated Press Writer 

SACRAMENTO — After six
statewide elections in four years,
California is beginning to seem
like it’s in a perpetual election
cycle. And 2006 will give voters
no break. 

Through a June primary and a
November general election, voters
will choose a governor, decide
races for seven other statewide
offices and select 100 members of
the 120-seat state Legislature. And
that’s not even counting the con-
gressional elections. 

If heads were spinning over the
eight initiatives on last
November’s special election bal-
lot, they’ll be dizzy at the number
of potential initiatives next year.
More than 50 proposals already
are in circulation, including ones
to expand preschool education,
boost cigarette taxes to pay for
health care, require that parents be
notified when minors seek abor-
tions, promote the use of alterna-
tive fuels, and ban gay marriage
and domestic partners’ benefits. 

State lawmakers can put their

own proposals on the ballot and
are likely to do so as they seek
more money for libraries, schools,
roads, housing, earthquake retro-
fits for hospitals, high-speed rail
and flood control. 

Whether voters will be in the
mood to approve government
reforms or higher taxes was
thrown into question in
November. They defeated all eight
measures on the Nov. 8 special
election ballot, including four pro-
moted by Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger. 

“You have an angry group of
voters. They are not happy
campers,” said Barbara O’Connor,
who gauged voter sentiment
through focus groups as director of
the Institute for the Study of
Politics and the Media at
California State University,
Sacramento. 

A post-election survey found
that California voters support the
initiative process but prefer that
lawmakers and the governor seek
solutions first, said pollster Mark
Baldassare of the Public Policy
Institute of California. 

“They’re still looking for edu-

cation, fiscal, political and govern-
ment reform in California. They
don’t think government in

A documentary, “The Indigo
Revolution,” debuts in January, with
World Indigo Weekend scheduled for
Jan. 27 to Jan. 29, touting “special,”
high-energy kids regarded by their dot-
ing parents as psychic and endowed
with an identifying, indigo-colored aura.
Indigos are said to act imperially and to
be astutely rebellious at authority
(though cynics say they’re just routine-
ly self-centered brats, the product of
excessive parental coddling). One
Indigo parent told the Orange County
(Calif.) Register in November that the
numerous instances of her own child’s
prescience led her to offer her services
as a facilitator to other Indigo parents
(at up to $400 for workshops). Indigos
“have a temper,” she acknowledged,
but not an ordinary temper. “(It) seems
geared toward philosophical and exis-
tential issues.”

Today is the 361st day of 2005.
There are four days left in the year 

On Dec. 27, 1932, Radio City Music
Hall opened in New York.

"Everybody gets so much
information all day long that they

lose their common sense."

GERTRUDE STEIN
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Many hands make light work

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press
Rabbis Isac Levitansky (right) and Yossi Wolosow, from the Chabad House, light up the menorah atop of the Santa
Monica Police Department substation located at the Santa Monica Pier. Today is the fourth day of Chanukah.

BY RYAN HYATT
Daily Press Staff Writer

PALISADES BLUFFS — Officials
say they are on schedule to com-
plete an $11 million project in two
years which will help prevent
landslides on the Palisades Bluffs.

Ranging from 30 to 150 feet
high, the Palisades Bluffs mark the
western edge of Santa Monica,
where they rise — vertically at
times — directly above the Pacific
Coast Highway. Landslides have
occurred on the bluffs for at least
130 years, officials said.

Feared as dangerous and unsta-
ble, Santa Monica’s Palisades Bluffs
are constantly eroding and in need
of repair. That was the key finding
of a geotechnical study delivered to
the City Council in April of 2004.
Scientists recommended draining
the bluffs of as much water as possi-
ble, while paving over the crum-
bling rim and evicting the resident
ground squirrels.

The URS Corporation, an engi-

Holiday crunch

Walter Shirk/Special to the Daily Press
Emergency crews respond to a two-car accident on Tuesday at the inter-
section in which three people were injured. Occupants of this Toyota, includ-
ing two boys, ages 8 and 9, were taken to local hospital. Their condition is
not life-threatening, police said. The driver of the Cadillac was not injured.

STATE

2006 will bring voters more choices

See VOTERS, page 6 See BLUFFS, page 5

Slopes to
be firmed
upby2007



ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★★ Remember, you can control only

yourself, no one else. You might need to remind
yourself of that fact today. You might not like to
admit it. Detach. Schedule a mini-getaway or buy
a new CD. Tonight: Maintain your distance but
continue to listen.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★ You might not realize how you are

coming off. Your tone of voice or expressions
might reveal more of what you really feel than
your words do. As a result, unexpected develop-
ments could punctuate your day. Share what ails
you with a close friend or family member.
Tonight: With the most special person in your life.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★★ Others seek you out. What you

choose to do might not be as bold or exciting as
usual. Might you have worn yourself out? Let oth-
ers run the show, and quit being the personality
kid for a day. Tonight: Keep plans calm.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★ Slow down and take a break before

the new year is upon you. Clear out some work or
errands. Curb spending for now, as you might
have an unusual expenditure or a late paycheck.
Tonight: Choose something relaxing.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★★ Try to be less serious. Someone

might be playing with your head just to see your
reactions. Be creative, flourish and don’t worry so
much. If you are single, a new person could
knock on your door if you lighten up. Tonight: Do
something that makes you laugh and smile.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★ Basics count, and you could make

a big difference in what happens. An associate,
friend or loved one could be quite unstable. But
you might not want to soothe his or her nerves.
Ultimately, you will be happier too. Tonight: At
home.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★★ You will express what is on your

mind, but don’t be surprised at the reactions you
get. Try adding a smile or a touch of diplomacy if
handling a negative issue. Adjust to the various
unusual requests. Tonight: At a neighborhood
haunt.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★★ A child or new friend behaves

erratically. Though your immediate reaction could
be negative, remember that you like challenges.
You’ve got one! You might need to handle an
important matter at work or with a parent.
Tonight: Order in.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★★★ The Moon in your sign invigo-

rates you and sends you in a new direction. Be
willing to try something different. Flex with the
unexpected, and you will gain. Nothing is black
and white, even if you feel comfortable with that
type of thinking. Tonight: Whatever you want. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★ Serious discussions surround

money and possibly feelings. A partner might be
cold, withdrawn or stern. You could try to
approach this person differently or with a differ-
ent mind-set. Tonight: Some time off just for
yourself.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★★ Remain goal-directed. Enlist a

couple of friends for advice, support or help.
Someone close to you might be remote and
touchy. You pull the wild card financially. Lady
Luck might be in your pocket. Tonight: Gather
with friends.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★ You are unpredictable because you

are tired. Others seem to make demands left and
right. Be direct about what you can do. If you feel
overwhelmed, say so. People will pitch in.
Consider taking a day off. Tonight: A must
appearance.
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JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS The stars show the kind of day you’ll Have:
★★★★★-Dynamic  ★★★★-Positive  ★★★-Average  ★★-So-so  ★-Difficult

Gather with friends, Aquarius

2729 WILSHIRE BLVD., SANTA MONICA CA
Ph. (310) 828-4511             w w w . t i n d e r b o x s a n t a m o n i c a . c o m

MON-FRI. 9:30-7PMSAT: 9:30-6PMSUN: 11-4PM
THE ORIGINALEST. 1928

EXPERT PIPE & LIGHTER REPAIR
Christmas Gifts Imported from 22 countries

WE FEATURE THE WORLD’S FINEST IMPORTANT PIPES

A U D I T  P E N D I N G

Santa Monica Daily Press

HOROSCOPE

BOB GABRIEL INSURANCE

California survey shows Mercury Insurance Auto
rates to be the most competetive in this area.

Phone Quotes Available

Providing Professional & Personalized Service Since 1936

■  Auto Experts ■  Life, Disability & Pension

■  Homeowners ■  Commercial & Business

■  Workers Compensation ■  Group & Individual Health

Representing “A” rated companies 
including MERCURY INSURANCE

310.829.0305
2325 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica

We encourage you to visit the Santa
Monica Historical Society Museum —

The Archives of Santa Monica.
1539 Euclid (310) 395-2290

01601984

Discount rates

WITHOUT DISCOUNT SERVICE.
It’s no accident more people trust State Farm to insure their cars. Call today.

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ), Bloomington, IL

David B. Rosenberg, Agent
Insurance Lic. #:0618319
1220 Lincoln Blvd., Santa Monica CA 90401
Bus: 310-458-3400 P040034 12/04

Get ready for new year’s eve

Eddie Guerboian

shop where they know your name
Visit us today and see the difference family makes.

Open Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm

331 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica    •    2 Hours Free Parking (Behind Store) 310-451-1349   •   www.readersjewelers.com

We Will...
• Adjust your watch bracelet
• Size your ring  
• Most jewelry gifts received this holiday season can be    

cleaned, repaired, or adjusted and ready for 
New Year’s Eve.

Have a Happy and Healthy New Year



LOCAL

There’s a lot of issues facing Santa Monica
and 2006 is shaping up to be a big year of
changes. New leadership in the City
Manager’s office, a new homeless czar and a
new president at SMC will all happen in
January, as well as a major revamp on a city-
wide plan that will shape development for the
next 20 years here.

So this week Q-Line asks “What should
the City Council’s resolutions be for
2006?”

Call (310) 285-8106 before Friday at 5
p.m. and we’ll print your responses in the
weekend edition. Please try to limit your com-
ments to a minute or less. It might help to
think first about the wording of your response.

Sponsored by...
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The Galley
Rediscover The Galley’s genuine

service while experiencing our new
weekend brunch served on our

beautiful outdoor patio.
Serving Brunch from 11AM-4PM

Full Bar-Best Bloody Mary’s in Santa Monica
(310) 452-1934

2442 Main Street • Santa Monica

EST. 1934

SURF CENTER santa monica

bCore Surf/Lifestyle Shop bbCore Surf/Lifestyle Shop b
1451 THIRD STREET PROMENADE
IN SANTA MONICA • 310.656.CURL

SNOW AND SURF REPORTS

SATURDAY
LOW TIDE: 11:03PM 2.0FT 9:38PM 1.7FT
HIGH TIDE: 4:15AM 4.4FT 4:06PM 3.0FT

SUNDAY
LOW TIDE: 11:56PM 1.3FT 10:23PM 2.0FT
HIGH TIDE: 4:45AM 4.8FT 5:38PM 3.0FT

MONDAY
LOW TIDE: 12:39PM 0.5FT 11:08PM 2.2FT
HIGH TIDE: 5:17AM 5.2FT 6:48PM 3.1FT

TUESDAY
LOW TIDE: 1:17PM -0.1FT 11:53PM 2.3FT
HIGHTIDE: 5:50AM 5.7FT 7:42PM 3.3FT

WEDNESDAY
LOW TIDE: 12:56PM -0.7FT N/A N/A
HIGH TIDE: 6:27AM 6.1FT 8:28PM 3.5FT

THURSDAY 
LOW TIDE: 12:38AM 2.3FT 2:36PM -1.2FT
HIGH TIDE: 7:07AM 6.5FT 9:11PM 3.6FT

FRIDAY
LOW TIDE: 1:02AM 1.7FT 3:04PM -0.9FT
HIGH TIDE: 7:39AM 5.9FT 9:40PM 3.1FT

TIDE FORECAST FOR SANTA MONICA

CONDITIONS WATER TEMP: 59°
DATA PROVIDED BY WETSAND.COM

SURF AND SNOW QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS? EMAIL ALEX@SMDP.COM

CONDITIONS
DATA PROVIDED BY ONTHESNOW.COM

SWELL FORECAST (8-14 FT)

Today is when our next NW swell is due. This is from a massive
system we’ve been tracking since last week that originated off the
Kamchatka Peninsula. Although this system was incredibly strong
with 40+ foot seas in its fetch, this system remained at high lati-
tudes of 40N+, thus increasing the angular spreading decay for
SoCal--NCal will see less decay and will be much bigger.

LONG RANGE SYNOPSIS

Significant NW builds in NCal today, hits SoCal Wednesday... 

Significant NW swell hits New Years Day, and builds on 2nd... 

BEAR MOUNTAIN
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 12”-12” 8:00am - 4:00pm 8 9/12

CONDITIONS: Packed Powder, Machine Made, Machine Groomed, Hard Packed, Thin Cover

JUNE MOUNTAIN
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 24" - 36" 8:30am - 4:00pm 35 6/6

CONDITIONS: Powder, Packed Powder, Machine Groomed, Obstacles

MAMMOTH MOUNTAIN
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 72" - 96" 8:30 am - 4 pm 150 12/26

CONDITIONS: Powder, Packed Powder, Machine Groomed

MOUNTAIN HIGH
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 8”-10” 8:00 am - 10:00 pm 10 8/16

CONDITIONS: Loose Granular, Frozen Granular, Thin Cover

MT. BALDY
Closed

SNOW SUMMIT
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 12”-12” 8:00 am - 9:30 pm 8 8/13

CONDITIONS: Packed Powder, Machine Groomed, Hard Packed, Thin Cover

SNOW VALLEY
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 12”-12” 8:00 am - 9:00 pm 5 5/11

CONDITIONS: Machine Made, Machine Groomed

Bring in this ad and receive one
wall frame 50% off regular price.

Expires 1/15/06

Want Better Results?
They are only a phone call away!

• Reduce body fat
• Gain muscle
• Get motivated
• Increase self-esteem

Receive 50% off you initial session
for the best in Personal Training call MAQ Fitness

310-555-1212

Historic Davies estate on display
By Daily Press staff

A piece of Santa
Monica history is on dis-
play at the Santa Monica
Historical Society
Museum.

The museum is host-
ing a free exhibit recep-
tion and lecture on its
current exhibit, “Marion
Davies Estate,” on
Sunday, Jan. 8 

Marion Davies began
her acting career on
Broadway and her first
film was “Runaway
Romany” at 20 years old.
Davies became the most
promoted actress through
William Randolph Hearst’s
newspaper empire, and during the 1920s, she appeared
in 29 films. In the early 1920s, she and Hearst moved
their company, Cosmopolitan Productions, to
California. By 1930, Hearst had built Davies the grand-
est estate on the “gold coast” of Santa Monica beach. 

The museum’s exhibit features historic photographs
of Davies and her estate’s five elaborately decorated
buildings, landscaping and swimming pool from the
Bison Archives.

Marc Wanamaker, founder of Bison Archives and
professional consultant on motion pictures, will give a
lecture on the history of Davies and her glamorous life
at the estate. 

The city of Santa Monica is in the process of revitalizing 415 PCH, where the
estate is located. A grant from the Annenberg Foundation has made it possible to
preserve the location as a public beach facility for the enjoyment of many genera-
tions to come. The city’s director of community and cultural services, Barbara
Stinchfield, and Jessica Cusick, cultural affairs manager, as well as John Berley
with Fred Fisher and partners will be on hand to provide an overview and to discuss
the ways the layered history of the site will come alive in the final project.

The exhibit will run from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m., with the lecture beginning at 2:30 p.m.
The museum is located at 1539 Euclid St. in Santa Monica. For more information,
call (310) 395-2290.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

CORRECTION — In the article, “Alleged misconduct at Woodlawn” published in the
Tuesday, Dec. 27 issue of the Santa Monica Daily Press, the quoted speaker working on behalf of
City Hall is Irma Vargas of Liebert Cassidy. Her role is to present City Hall’s case and advocate its
position to the personnel board. 

Deputy City Attorney Carol Kurtz’s role at the hearing, and the role of the city attorney’s office at
such hearings, is to advise the personnel board. In that role, she acts in an advisory capacity and
not as an advocate.

The name of the attorney working on behalf of the appellant in the case is Bill Becker.

Photos courtesy
Marc Wanamaker (right)

INTERESTED IN YOUR DAILY FORECAST?

CHECK OUT THE HOROSCOPES ON PAGE 2!
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A big holiday thanks
Editor:

With all the kvetching about whether we are celebrating Christmas or all of the
holidays packed into these few weeks of winter, this Jew would like to thank the
folks on the south side of Pine Street between 10th and 11th streets for lighting up
their homes for one and all to enjoy.

Josh Needle
Santa Monica

Too much pessimism
Editor:

I have never read words from such a depressing, negative individual as those I
read in your paper from Ron Scott Smith’s “News On The Edge” column. Take
some Prozac or something Ron, you are depressing and depressed. How one person
can refuse to find good in anything is beyond me. Have a Merry Christmas and I
don’t really care if it offends you to hear me say it.

Billy G. Woody
Santa Monica

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

“As nightfall does not come at once,
neither does oppression. In both
instances there is a twilight where every-
thing remains seemingly unchanged, and
it is in such a twilight that we must be
aware of the change in the air, however
slight, lest we become unwitting victims
of the darkness.”

— Supreme Court Justice
William O. Douglas

Not since the notorious McCarthy era
of the 1950s, when American freedoms
faced extinction, has there been such an
attack against the Bill of Rights. The
recent media focus on President Bush’s
authorizing the National Security
Agency to spy on ordinary Americans
has brought this issue to the forefront. On
secret orders from President Bush, the
NSA has been monitoring the interna-
tional phone calls and e-mails of
Americans without warrants.

Moreover, the Bush Administration has
consistently harassed citizens who exercise
their First Amendment freedoms and voice
concerns about government policies. The
main weapon used in this war is intimida-
tion, specifically through governmental
surveillance and government agents.

Indeed, the American government has
a near paranoia about dissenting citizens.
“The Administration and campaign of
George W. Bush,” writes former
Congressman Bob Barr (R-Ga.), “is
squelching any possible hint of disagree-
ment or protest at every political rally or
gathering.” For example, in March of this
year, three citizens were removed from
President Bush’s town hall meeting in
Aurora, Colo., because the car they
arrived in featured the bumper sticker,
“No More Blood for Oil.”

This past summer, FBI agents went to
Windsor, Conn., with a document marked
for delivery by hand. On Matianuk
Avenue, across from the tennis courts,
two special agents found their man. They
gave George Christian the letter, which
warned him to tell no one — ever — what
it said. The letter, which was on FBI sta-
tionery, directed Christian to surrender
“all subscriber information, billing infor-

mation and access logs of any person”
who used a specific computer at a library
branch some distance away.

Christian, who manages digital records
for three dozen Connecticut libraries, said
in an affidavit that he configures his sys-
tem for privacy. But the vendors of the
software Christian operates said their
databases can reveal the Web sites that
visitors browse, the e-mail accounts they
open and the books they borrow.
Christian refused to hand over the
records, and his employer, Library
Connection, Inc., filed suit for the right to
protest the FBI demand in public.

This case affords a rare glimpse of an
exponentially growing practice of domes-
tic surveillance under some of the heinous
provisions of the USA Patriot Act.
National security letters, such as the one
issued to George Christian, were created
in the 1970s for espionage and terrorism
investigations.

They were originally intended as nar-
row exceptions in consumer privacy law,
enabling the FBI to review in secret the
customer records of suspected foreign
agents. However, the Patriot Act and
Bush Administration guidelines for its
use have transformed those letters by
permitting clandestine scrutiny of U.S.
residents and visitors who are not alleged
to be terrorists or spies.

“The FBI now issues more than
30,000 national security letters a year,”
writes Barton Gellman in The
Washington Post, “a hundredfold
increase over historic norms. The letters
— one of which can be used to sweep up
the records of many people — are
extending the bureau’s reach as never
before into the telephone calls, corre-
spondence and financial lives of ordinary
Americans.” Indeed, according to a pre-
viously classified document released
recently, the FBI has conducted clandes-
tine surveillance on some U.S. residents
for as long as 18 months at a time with-
out proper paperwork or oversight.

Thus, the government does not limit
its attacks to actual terrorists. Ordinary
American citizens are the focus as well.
Take the case of Selena Jarvis, a social

studies teacher at Currituck County High
School in North Carolina. She assigned
her senior civics and economics class to
use photographs to illustrate their free-
doms as found in the Bill of Rights. One
student photographed a picture of George
W. Bush next to his own hand in a
thumbs-down position as a way to
express his freedom to dissent.

However, while developing the stu-
dent’s photographs, a Wal-Mart photo
department employee, in obvious need of
some education on the Bill of Rights,
called the police. They then contacted the
Secret Service. But rather than dismiss-
ing the case, the Secret Service decided
to investigate the matter. The agents
interrogated the student and questioned
Jarvis. While questioning Jarvis, an agent
asked her if she thought the photo was
suspicious. Dumbfounded, Jarvis
responded, “No, it was a Bill of Rights
project!” Jarvis was startled at the claim
that the student was a terrorist and called
the whole thing “ridiculous.”

Why would the Secret Service, which is
not run by incompetent individuals, take
the time to investigate a high school stu-
dent and his class project? It is safe to
assume that the Secret Service knew the
student was not a terrorist and wanted to
make an example of him for others who
might be bold enough to use their right to
dissent. After the ordeal, Selena Jarvis
commented, “I blame Wal-Mart more than
anybody. I was really disgusted with them.
But everyone was using poor judgment,
from Wal-Mart up to the Secret Service.”

Unfortunately, this is not the only
ridiculous case of individuals tattling on
their neighbors. For example, Barry
Reingold was questioned by the FBI after
he criticized the war in Afghanistan in
the locker room of his local health club.
In another case, Derek Kjar’s neighbors
reported his bumper sticker of George
Bush wearing a crown with the heading
“KING GEORGE — OFF WITH HIS
HEAD.” As a result, Kjar was interrogat-
ed by the Secret Service. In both
instances, close contacts of the two men
reported them to the authorities.

Since 9/11, it has been consistently

drummed into our heads by the govern-
ment, with all its alerts and multi-colored
alarms, that terrorists are everywhere and
even your next door neighbor could be
one. As a result, the government’s pro-
motion of fear and paranoia has moved
us closer to an Orwellian state where cit-
izens inform on one another. The result is
that the citizens often do the job of the
police and no longer use good judgment
before reporting their neighbors. In the
process, such informing citizens are
doing away with their own freedoms.

These tactics are not new to the world.
The Nazi and Soviet secret police of for-
mer regimes were infamous for such tac-
tics. The police controlled the people
through fear, and the subsequent result
was a totalitarian state. They turned their
respective population into a society of
informers.

Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, the Nobel
Peace Prize-winning author and former
Soviet dissident, once spoke of how fear
destroys the will of the people. He noted
how the Russian people would kneel
inside the doors of their apartments,
pressing their ears to listen when the
KGB came at midnight to arrest a neigh-
bor who had spoken out against the gov-
ernment. Solzhenitsyn said that if all the
people would have come out and driven
off the secret police, sheer public opinion
would have demoralized the effort to
subdue a free people. But fear and para-
noia kept the people at bay.

We should not be afraid of govern-
ment agents, whether employed by the
FBI, the military or local authorities.
Their salaries are paid through our tax
dollars. Supposedly, they are our ser-
vants. Truly free societies do not function
that way. Our fear of government ser-
vants is a clear indication of ominous
things to come. If citizens are too fright-
ened to use their freedoms, then those
freedoms will become extinct. And the
darkness will be complete.

(Constitutional attorney and author
John W. Whitehead is founder and presi-
dent of The Rutherford Institute. He can
be contacted at johnw@rutherford.org.)

Government surveillance and intimidation
GUEST COMMENTARY   BY JOHN W.  WHITEHEAD
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neering consulting firm, was hired by City
Hall for $907,000 in April of 2005 to cre-
ate the design plans for the Palisades Bluffs
improvement project, sanctioned to rein-
force the steep slopes that line the PCH. 

The final design plans for the project are
underway and the environmental impact
report will likely be reviewed by the neces-
sary government agencies early next year,
officials said. After that, construction is
expected to begin in November of 2006
and will be finished by May of 2007.

More than half of the $11 million project
is being paid for from federal sources. In
1998, Congress passed the Transportation
Equity Act for the 21st Century, legislation
intended to improve highway infrastructure
and safety nationwide. 

One of the high priority projects
approved under the Transportation Equity
Act was the Palisades Bluffs, known for
its landslides caused by earthquakes and
storms, officials said. 

The first reported landslides along the
bluffs were reported by stagecoach travel-
ers in route between Santa Monica and
Topanga Canyon in the 1870s and 1880s,
according to Anthony Antich, an engineer
for City Hall. 

Antich told the council in April of 2004
that the bluffs over the years have suffered
from several slides and “rim failures” —
leaving debris covering the PCH. In the
1930s and 1950s, City Hall did some work
to limit erosion of the bluffs, but Antich
said the tunnels they drilled into the hill-
side to help drain ground water fell into
disuse and are now inoperable. 

The geotechnical study called upon
more than 50 years of research material
and highlighted several approaches to
reinforce the bluffs, all with varying costs
and impacts on residents and motorists. 

The federal government has agreed to
pitch in $6.5 million toward the Palisades
Bluffs improvement project, while an
additional $4.5 million that’s needed will
be paid by City Hall through funds from
its re-development agency.

Councilman Kevin McKeown — who
has previously showed concern about the
eradication methods of ground squirrels at
Palisades Park, believed to contribute to
the erosion problem — said he hopes the
bluffs improvement project will be suc-
cessful in overall goals.

"Natural erosion created our bluffs, but
putting a city atop them has created sub-
terranean water flows that we hope to be
able to mitigate,” McKeown said.
“Palisades Park is too important, and
Pacific Coast Highway is too vulnerable."

BLUFFS REINFORCEMENTS DISCUSSED
Dave Britton, City Hall’s civil engi-

neer, said URS is incorporating a number
of the recommendations suggested in the
geotechnical study to reinforce the bluffs.
These include: De-watering; surface treat-
ment; soil-nailing; and some plant
removal, he said.

“De-watering is probably one of the pri-
mary mitigation strategies to lessen poten-
tial for future landslides,” Britton said. “It
could include pipes that are drilled into the
bluffs and then water gets into the pipes
and is channeled away (from the Bluffs)
into the storm water system.”

Britton said a surface treatment will
likely be sprayed onto the bluffs to stabi-

lize it. 
“The stabilizing agent will be environ-

mentally benign or a natural material that
has been successfully used elsewhere,”
Britton said. 

Another method is called soil nailing.
That’s when a plate, perhaps five feet in
length, is cemented into the face of the
bluff, near the edge, and painted to match
it, Britton said. The plate is connected to
rods drilled 50 to 100 feet inside the park
and can be tightened to strengthen the soil.

Britton said non-native plants may be
removed from the bluffs, because some of
them increase erosion. The non-native
plants will likely be replaced with those
whose roots spread in a way that will help
preserve the slopes.

The idea of paving over the crumbling
rim to stabilize it — suggested in the geot-
echnical study — has been taken off the
table, due to a lack of support from citizen
groups, Britton said.

SQUIRRELS MAY ALSO
ERODE SLOPE HOPES

Another idea recommended in the
study — to remove the many ground
squirrels that burrow in Palisades Bluffs
and contribute to the erosion problem —
may continue to occur, but that undertak-
ing is separate from the Palisades Bluffs
improvement project, Britton said.

LA County officials classify ground
squirrels as communal rodents, many of
which are believed to have fleas that carry
the bubonic plague — a health risk to
humans and other animals when a field
inspection reveals there are more than three
squirrels per acre visible above ground,
said Gail VanGordon, a supervisor for the
vector-born disease surveillance unit. 

Exceeding this visual survey,
VanGordon said the county conducted two
in-depth inspections at Palisades Park last
March, which revealed the number of
below-ground burrows had increased from
46 to 146 in a matter of weeks. Since the
ground squirrels frequently burrow together,
that likely puts their number well into the
hundreds, spread over a 1.5-mile stretch.

In August, the debate over how to deal
with some 500 ground squirrels believed
to have been holed up beneath Palisades
Park reared its head again after a local
group voted to continue eliminating the
rodents at the county’s request.

The Recreation and Parks Commission
narrowly voted in favor of upholding a
Los Angeles County Department of
Health Services directive which would
likely require the ground squirrels at
Palisades Park continue to be killed in the
future, in order to keep the rodent infesta-
tion at appropriate health levels.

Britton referred questions regarding the
ground squirrel population control to City
Hall’s open space management division. 

Representatives from City Hall’s open
space management division referred ques-
tions regarding ground squirrel population
control to Judy Franz, City Hall’s spokes-
woman. 

Franz, on vacation, was unavailable to
comment.

McKeown said he doesn’t believe the
squirrels are contributing to the bluffs’
erosion.

“Squirrels don't cause bluff failures,
water flows do,” McKeown said. “The
killing of our squirrels by the county was
about fleas, not flows.”

Bluffs project to
begin in November
BLUFFS, from page 1
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California is working,” Baldassare said. 
If lawmakers fail to take the initiative

on major issues this year, Baldassare said,
voters are “going to be looking to make
changes in elected officials next year.” 

Only three incumbent statewide office-
holders are seeking re-election: Gov.
Arnold Schwarzenegger, school
Superintendent Jack O’Connell and
Secretary of State Bruce McPherson. That
leaves five open offices, with
Republicans’ chances partly depending on
how well Schwarzenegger appeals to
independent and crossover voters in the
Democrat-leaning state. 

Two Democrats — state Treasurer Phil
Angelides and Controller Steve Westly —
will face off in the June primary for the
right to campaign against
Schwarzenegger. Lt. Gov. Cruz
Bustamante, the only prominent
Democrat who ran in the 2003 gubernato-
rial recall election, is likely to make a run
for insurance commissioner. 

Among legislators facing term limits
and officeholders seeking a higher profile,
the jockeying for the 2006 elections is like
a game of political chess. 

State Sen. Joe Dunn, for example, first
announced he would run for attorney gen-
eral, only to be pushed aside when
Oakland mayor and former Gov. Jerry
Brown said he would seek the office.
Dunn, D-Santa Ana, then said he would
run for state treasurer but was forced to
change plans within days when Attorney
General Bill Lockyer jumped into the race. 

Dunn settled on controller, the only
race without a well-known candidate. 

“There’s no question that you have to

balance one’s wishes with reality in pur-
suing a career of long-term public ser-
vice,” Dunn said. 

Four state senators are fighting for the
Democratic nominations for lieutenant
governor and secretary of state. 

“This is the legacy of term limits —
everybody against everybody else,” said
political analyst Sherry Bebitch Jeffe of
the University of Southern California.
“There’s just no way of knowing how the
election will shape up.” 

Voters have little hope of dramatically
reshaping the state legislature, where both
houses are controlled by Democrats. That
means most races will be decided in the
June primary. 

Of the 100 legislative contests, 54 are
for open seats where the incumbent is not
running. Only eight of those are consid-
ered swing districts, four in the Senate and
four in the Assembly. All but one of the
eight seats lean Democratic. 

Yet voters’ rejection last month of
Proposition 77, which would have
stripped lawmakers of their power to draw
their own political districts, indicates they
may not be angered over the current polit-
ical alignment, said Mark DiCamillo,
director of the nonpartisan Field Poll. 

Schwarzenegger and legislative leaders
are now seeking a compromise redistrict-
ing method to put before voters. They also
are pledging bipartisan cooperation,
which would be a marked change from
2005, when the special election created a
bitter atmosphere in Sacramento. 

“There’s a very brief window to get
things done, and there’s a lot of work to
do, the way voters see it,” O’Connor said.
“They need to work on substantial pro-
jects — not itsy bitsy bills.” 

No break in 2006 for
California voters
VOTERS, from page 1



BY LISA LEFF 
Associated Press Writer 

SAN FRANCISCO —  One of the two
groups competing to put a gay marriage
ban before California voters in 2006 has
bowed out of the fight for now, saying that
it does not think the timing or political cli-
mate is right to get such a measure passed. 

Tuesday was the deadline for
ProtectMarriage.com, the sponsor of one
of the overlapping initiatives, to submit
the signatures needed to qualify for the
June primary ballot a constitutional
amendment that would have outlawed
same-sex marriage and restricted domes-
tic partnership rights in the state. 

But Andrew Pugno, the group’s legal
adviser, said that after a five-month, vol-
unteer-driven effort, the signature drive
had fallen about 200,000 voters short of
its 591,105 target. In addition, with only a
four-month window in which to gather
new names in time for November’s gener-
al election, ProtectMarriage.com’s leaders
do not plan to circulate the backup peti-
tions they filed with the state, according to
Pugno. 

Factors in the group’s decision includ-
ed the difficulty of raising money in the
aftermath of Hurricane Katrina and last
month’s special election, the dimming
prospect that the California Legislature
will reconsider a bill legalizing gay mar-
riage next year and a lawsuit on the issue
that is not expected to reach the state
Supreme Court until late in 2006. 

“The absence of this obscures for vot-
ers the need to pass such a measure,”
Pugno said. “It boils down to a recogni-
tion that a ballot fight isn’t likely until
2008. This doesn’t resolve the issue by
any means; it merely delays the resolu-
tion.” 

VoteYesMarriage.com, the other group
seeking to have California join the 18
other states that have amended their con-
stitutions to ban gay marriage, has not
abandoned the hope of qualifying an ini-
tiative for next November, said organizer
Randy Thomasson. But it has postponed
launching its petition drive while raising
money to hire professional signature-gath-
erers, he said. 

“Whither for 2006 or 2008,
VoteYesMarriage.com is devoted to giv-
ing the people the chance to protect mar-
riage from the clutches of the bureaucra-
cy,” Thomasson said. 

The uncertainty surrounding the pro-
posed measures marked a significant
departure from the rhetoric that surround-
ed the gay marriage debate in California
last summer, when the Legislature
became the nation’s first elected state
body to pass a bill legalizing gay mar-
riages. Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger
vetoed the law, but conservative activists
warned that without amending the
Constitution it was only a matter of time
before either lawmakers or the courts
sanctioned same-sex unions. 

A rare rift among conservatives, how-
ever, led the two groups to promote duel-
ing gay marriage bans while sniping pub-
licly over which proposal was better. At
the center of the split was disagreement
over how far the anti-gay marriage camp
should go in attempting to repeal the sig-
nificant spousal rights domestic partners
are granted in California. 

Polling conducted for
ProtectMarriage.com by Harris
Interactive last summer showed that while
a majority of voters supported a gay mar-
riage ban, there was much less support for
taking away the rights domestic partners
already have, Pugno said. The initiative
being promoted by Thomasson’s rival
group explicitly states that those existing
rights, which include being the assumed
inheritor of a partner’s estate, would be
overturned if the amendment passed. 

Given the public’s continued support
for domestic partnerships and the bad
blood that developed between the two
groups, ProtectMarriage.com’s leaders
won’t join the other camp unless new
polls show that its approach would work,
Pugno said. Unless the two sides join
forces, the chances of a gay marriage ban
getting voted on next year are even more
remote, he said. 

“There is no hard evidence the
VoteYesMarriage people have the ability
to qualify a measure by themselves in
terms of money or manpower,” Pugno
said.
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It’s a dog eat dog world at LAX
By The Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — A creature care facility at Los Angeles International Airport
helps animals overcome pet lag. 

The Jet Pets shipping company handles a menagerie of animals in transit and in
quarantine, from show horses to dogs and cats and even exotic creatures. 

“I’ve shipped ostriches, everything. Ostriches are not fun. Kangaroos. We used
to do a lot of lions,” Jet Pets’ David Hasenauer said. “We used to ship dolphins,
have to hose them down. Sea lions.” 

The Jet Pets kennels and stables stretch across the scrubby fields of an abandoned
missile site near the airport. 

It was Hasenauer’s father, Frank, who opened Jet Pets in the late 1960s. The air-
line worker saw animals sitting for hours in tiny crates. A few years later, the fed-
eral government approached the small company about housing animals during the
quarantine required for international travel. 

Shipping animals was easier in those days. Baby elephants came through so often
that Hasenauer learned to feed them by hand. A shipment of surly chimps once
stopped over on the way to a retirement park. 

Pasadena coordinates animal disaster plans 
By The Associated Press 

SOUTH PASADENA, Calif. — Pets will now be part of the city’s disaster planning. 
It was during January’s downpours and mudslides that a group of South Pasadena

horse owners and volunteers got together to discuss animal evacuations during dis-
asters. They all watched as a hillside collapsed onto two houses across the Arroyo
Seco. 

“If you could’ve heard that hillside coming down it was beyond scary. The hors-
es were going nuts,” said Chemin Shapiro, who boards 35 horses in a barn behind
her house. 

A city Planning and Building Department engineer urged horse owners, as well
as Shapiro’s potbellied pig, to move across the street to a city-owned baseball field.
But police said they couldn’t be kept in the public park and the critters were moved
to Shapiro’s property. 

It was that lack of coordination, as well as troubles witnessed during Hurricane
Katrina, that prompted South Pasadena’s Animal Commission to push for a city-
wide animal evacuation plan. 

It will likely catch on in other cities. 
Assemblyman Leland Yee, D-San Francisco, said he would introduce legislation

requiring cities take into account the “needs of individuals with household pets, ser-
vice animals and livestock” in their disaster planning. 

Yee’s office estimated fewer than half the counties in the state have animal res-
cue incorporated into disaster planning. 

In South Pasadena, police and fire officials are working with the Animal
Commission to develop a plan. The panel hopes to eventually establish a team of
volunteer rescuers who would be responsible for leading all animals, from horses to
house pets, to safer ground. 

Taxis take ten percent more
By The Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Taxicab meters are running higher. 
A 10.2 percent cab fare increase went into effect last month in Los Angeles and

there was a domino effect in other cities. West Hollywood and Burbank immedi-
ately pushed up cab rates to match Los Angeles. 

Fares in Beverly Hills will rise next month and Culver City and Torrance,
responding to requests from cab companies, are considering raising their fares as
well. 

Cabbies and taxi operators said the hikes were long overdue. 
“We need to provide for drivers’ families,” said Nettabai Ahmed, president of the

Independent Taxi Owners Association. 
“Let’s say the guy puts in a 12-hour shift,” Ahmed said. “And if he makes, let’s

say, $170, that’s a good day for the cab driver. But he has to pay $70 for the lease
of the cab and some money for gas. If you divide it up by hours, it’s less than min-
imum wage. That’s why the increase is necessary.” 

Not surprisingly, affected passengers aren’t pleased. 
The higher fares mean each of Los Angeles’ 2,200 licensed cabs now charge

$2.20 to activate the meter, up from $2. With the price per mile also at $2.20, up 20
cents, a six-mile trip now costs $15.20, up from $13.80. 

STATE BRIEFS



BY JON SARCHE 
Associated Press Writer 

DENVER — Following a deadly avalanche
season marked by two deaths within ski
areas, forecasters around the West say favor-
able weather has kept the risk of slides rela-
tively low so far this winter. 

Even in Colorado, where the northern
and central mountains have some of the
deepest late-December snow levels in
decades, warm weather has helped
strengthen the bond between snow layers. 

Still, forecasters are keeping a wary eye
on the region, which includes such popular
ski resorts as Aspen, Vail, Copper Mountain,
Breckenridge and Steamboat Springs. 

“We have small areas that have that weak
foundation, but now it’s buried very deeply,”
said Scott Toepfer, a forecaster with the
Colorado Avalanche Information Center.
“Our concern is that as the winter progresses
we’ll come to a point where we just get that
last inch of snowfall and windblown snow,
onto primarily north- and northeast-facing
slopes, that will be the straw that breaks the
camel’s back.” 

Last season saw eight avalanche deaths in
Utah, the highest number since record-keep-
ing started in 1951. Colorado avalanches
killed five, and four people were killed in
Idaho slides. Nationally, there were 28 deaths

last season, according to the avalanche cen-
ter. 

That figure is about average. What was
unusual about the winter of 2004-05 is that
slides at Colorado’s Arapahoe Basin in May
and at Nevada’s Mount Charleston in
January killed one person each. In the previ-
ous 19 years, just three of the 416 known
avalanche deaths in the nation were within
ski area boundaries, according to the
National Avalanche Center. 

So far this season, the center said, the only
two known avalanche fatalities in the United
States have been in Colorado. One was a
hiker on snowshoes; the other a backcountry
snowboarder. 

Recent warm weather and rain in central
Idaho and other areas helped solidify deep
snow from earlier storms. 

“When we do lose buried, weak layers on
the ground, that’s one less thing to worry
about,” said Janet Kellam, director of the
Sawtooth National Forest Avalanche Center
in Ketchum, Idaho, near the Sun Valley
resort. “In spite of rainy, crummy, gray days
in Ketchum, we’re actually quite pleased.” 

Utah forecasters were expecting more
storms soon, bringing new snow quickly
enough on the heels of previous snowfall to
prevent the development of weak layers that
could increase the avalanche danger, said
Drew Hardesty, a forecaster for the Utah

Avalanche Center. “I think things are
shaping up to be OK.” 

Colorado avalanche forecaster Spencer
Logan said the avalanche danger around
the state has eased since Sunday. But even
in southwestern Colorado, which has had
relatively low amounts of snow, there
remains a risk for slides. 

“The southern area has pretty shallow
snowpack, and very strong winds the last
couple of days stripped down a lot of
mountain areas to bare ground,” Logan
said. “What snow is left is stacked up in
pretty unstable configurations.” 

Ski resorts use regular patrols and tools
including explosives to cause avalanches
in controlled conditions. 

Recent snow has been a boon to ski
areas and backcountry tour operators, who
work to make sure their clients understand
the risks. That includes the 10th Mountain
Division Hut Association, which makes
14 high-elevation shelters available to
backcountry skiers via a network of about
350 miles of trails. 

Executive director Ben Dodge said the
group tries to match client experience lev-
els with the terrain. 

“Once people get to the hut and want to
make turns on their own, we just hope
they have good equipment and skills and
know how to use them,” Dodge said. 

By The Associated Press

KEYSTONE, Colo. — They tell grip-
ping survival stories about pushing
themselves to the limit as they spent
nights in the cold and snow after get-
ting lost, but Summit County Sheriff
John Minor is not impressed with out-
of-boundary snowriders. 

In the past week he issued citations
for Ski Safety Act violations, with $300
fines to two snowboarders who got lost
outside Keystone Resort’s boundaries
with violating the Ski Safety Act. He
wants the fine to be more. 

Sam Mason, 20, spent Friday night
lost outside Keystone Resorts’ bound-
ary. Minor also issued citations, each
which carries a $300 fine, to Mason’s
companions who also allegedly ducked
the boundary rope at the mountain. 

“We have people now going into closed
areas that might have gone into a closed
area last year and they can’t handle it,”
Minor said. “The snow is exceptionally
deep. ... We heard reports during this rescue
that there was 8 feet of snow back there.” 

John Ryan, a snowboarder from
Erie who spent two nights in
November in the Jones Gulch area
before rescuers located him, also was
fined $300 last week. 
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Favorable weather improves
Western avalanche outlook

No love for
out of bounds
snowriders
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Our real estate market is in an interest-
ing cycle. Prices in Los Angeles County
have increased 15.4 percent in the last
year, but the quantity of homes sold has
dropped down 3.6 percent, according to
DataQuick information services.

The buying frenzy has died down, and
appreciation has dropped below 20 per-
cent — so the real estate market is now
easing in to a more comfortable, less fre-
netic stage. Buying property is now an
easier process.

“… We are starting to see the ‘soft
landing’ we have been expecting,”
declares California Association of
Realtors Vice President and Chief
Economist Leslie Appleton-Young. “The
year-to-year decline in sales is not surpris-
ing, given the market was so strong in
November 2004. Additionally, rising
mortgage interest rates, which have
moved above 6 percent over the last few
months, contributed to the slowdown in
sales.”

For the record, CAR reports that the
median price of an existing, single-family
detached home in California during
November 2005 was $548,400, a 16.2 per-
cent increase over November 2004. In
Santa Monica, the median single-family
detached home sale price is $1,582,500,
according to the most recent records by
the Multiple Listing Service. The median
price virtually halves to $795,500 when
you factor in condos. Reports show that in
2005, Santa Monica home sale prices have
risen 13.8 percent from 2004. Across the
country, the average U.S. home price
climbed 12 percent over the last 12
months.

Information is confirming hearsay that
our housing boom, which has gone on for
the past five years is plateauing. Homes
are staying on the market longer — close
to four months this year, as compared to
three last years — and sellers in some
cases are cutting asking prices. Still, ana-
lysts feel that there is still enough demand
in the market to keep prices from rolling
over. Keep in mind that approximately
250,000 households move to Los Angeles
each year, while new housing is built for
200,000.

“I don’t see any signs of weakening,”
observed John Karevoll, DataQuick’s
chief analyst. “The market just isn’t fren-
zied anymore.”

The UCLA Anderson Forecast — con-

sidered to be one of the most accurate
housing forecasters predicts that, “The
California economy will probably experi-
ence sluggish growth in 2006 but should
avoid a recession if, as expected, housing
prices cool without crashing.”

The forecast also cited the possibility
of additional uncertainty when Federal
Reserve Chairman Alan Greenspan retires
in January after 18 years, leaving Ben
Bernanke to steer the economy.

On Dec. 12, the Federal Reserve
pushed the prime interest rate up to 4.25
percent — the highest level in four and a
half years. This marks the 13th consecu-
tive quarter-point move since the Fed
began raising interest rates in June 2004,
when the funds rate was at a 46-year low
of 1 percent. Some analysts believe that
the Fed will raise rates at least one more
time by a quarter-point at Greenspan’s last
meeting as Fed chairman on Jan. 31.

The powers that predict real estate
cycles don’t seemed to be worried about a
downturn. The question in California is
how long the current pace of property
price increases can be sustained. Cynics
were predicting that we would drop down
to single digit appreciation in 2005. Now
those same pundits are predicting it will
happen 2006. Feel peaceful, no one is pre-
dicting price declines right now. 

“Declining affordability will constrain
sales in 2006 at a greater rate than we’ve
previously experienced, especially in mar-
kets where there are higher price points
compared with the state as a whole,” said
Appleton-Young. “Not all areas of the
state will continue to experience the
unprecedented double-digit median price
increases of the past five years. Some
high-cost areas, especially those in the
more costly coastal regions, face a poten-
tial leveling off of median price gains
compared with the 10 percent gain we
expect for the state as a whole.”

For the California real estate market to
tank, the state and national economies
would have to slow and there would have
to be job losses to generate price declines.
We saw those in the earlier ’90s, but that
was after nearly two decades of state gov-
ernors (Nixon and Reagan) becoming
president. Money that was coming to the
West Coast for business development was
moved to the south — land of the Bush
clan, Bill Clinton and Al Gore. More on
the impacts of a softening real estate mar-
ket coming your way soon.

(Jodi Summers is director of the invest-
ment division at Boardwalk Realty Santa
Monica. Contact her at jodis@board-
walkrealty.com, or call (310) 309-4219.
Visit her community history Web site at
www.santamonicalandmarks.com)

2005 a transitional
year for real estate
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“Over 25 years of bringing people home”

OUR UNIQUE FINANCING REFLECTSTHE EVER CHANGING MARKET!
List & Lock:
We LOCK in a low rate for the buyer of your home, free of charge, for up to 6 months. Buyers never worry
about rates going up for YOUR HOME.

Shop & Lock:
We LOCK in a low rate, free of charge, for the purchase of your new home for up to 6 months. Shop without
worry about missing today’s low interest rates.

ASK OUR AGENTS ABOUT OUR LIFETIME FREE CONCIERGE SERVICE FOR ALL OF OUR CLIENTS.

3 units + storage or art studio space in well maintained 1922 craftsman on beautiful North Venice beach walk street.  Looks like a single-family residence.  Easily convert to single fam-
ily home or keep as rental and home. Building has newer roof and copper plumbing throughout. Studio space is currently vacant.  Owner will carry 1st with 25% down.  Owner is agent.

124 Park Place, Venice

$1,099,000 Jack Susser 310/393-8491 x4#

“ Southwestern Pueblo style home in Culver City.” Wood burning fireplace in living room . Large lot with over 6500 square feet.
Custom fishpond and waterfall in beautifully themed front yard. Private front and rear yards. A must to drive by.

3138 Reid Ave, Culver City

$788,000 Jim Davis 310/393-8491 ext 5#

Beautiful pride of ownership triplex on Westside, perfect for an owner-user. Unit mix consists of (2) 1+1 & (1) 2+1. Units have remod-
eled kitchens & bathrooms with hardwood floors throughout.Well maintained & manicured gardens help create a peaceful atmosphere.

3912 Sawtelle Blvd, Culver City

$849,000 Chris Hrobak & Melissa Susser 310/393-8491 ext 13# 

Sunsets & ocean breezes! Half block to beach on delightful Venice
ocean front walk street.2 bd 1.75 ba multi level apartment-feels like a
house. New carpet & paint. Crown moldings and hardwood flrs
throughout. Light 7 bright. Fireplace in master bdrm. 2 parking
spaces, storage & private front yard.Will consider pets. Easy to show.

51 Sunset Ave #A Venice 

$2950/month Janin Paine or Timea Basner  310 396-6747 or 310 621-2036

This beautiful 2+1  features hardwood floors, crown molding in both the living & dining rooms, bay window & separate
breakfast room that leads to a big, manicured, park-like yard with gazebo. New windows & copper plumbing. Attached 2-
car garage with pull down ladder for additional storage makes great studio. Priced to sell

12415 Matteson Ave, Palms/Mar Vista

$775000 Cesar Marquez 310/393-8491

MATILLA REALTY

Sun-filled home set back from the street nestled in a wonderful location, Marina del Rey
adjacent.  Inviting entry, formal living room with fireplace and hardwood floors, family room
with French doors overlooking outdoor dining area and lush gardens, 3 bedrrom + 1 bath.
Enjoy South of France ambience in this very private home including 3 patios and a pictur-
esque grape arbor over a hot tub making this truly a home for relaxation and entertainment.
Solar hot water, laundry room plus a backyard art studio. 

Offered at: $769,000
CALL 310/913-2700 - PATTY THARAVEJ

Call 310/305-8000 - Steven Matilla or Susan Bradner

Offered at: $985,000
CALL 310/305-8000 X101 - STEVE MATILLA

Marina Adjacent - An Entertainers Delight

Special C-4 property for SALE (or) for LEASE in the heart of Playa del Rey's
business district. 2,000 sq. ft of usable space located at 333 Culver Blvd.
Recent two tenants used a portion of this space for high-end restaurants.
Can be used for offices as well. First time for sale since 1984.  All showings
to begin after Jan. 15, 2006. www.matillarealty.com

C-4 in the heart of the Business District

8317 Delgany Lot
You know have a vacant lot on one of the best
streets in Playa del Rey. Plans are pending.
Plans call for a contemporary/architectural
design for a new four bedroom, four bath home
of 4,000 sq. ft. Height limit is 36 feet from curb
and this home will provide ocean and Marina
views.

Playa del Rey Lot

Offered at: $780,000
CALL 310/305-8000 X101 - STEVE MATILLA

8920 Villa Nova, Westchester
Good size, 1790 sq. ft 3 bedroom + 2 3/4 baths family home in
Westchester, close to schools, shops, parks, markets and 5 mins. to LAX
airport. Includes 2 extra large bedrooms with the 3/4 ba having been
custom-remodeled, ADA approved designation. Hardwood floors in the
spacious living room and hallway and the fireplace is made of flag-
stone. All the windows have been LAX sound-proofed. There is a great
enclosed patio with backyard. This home also features a wheelchair
ramp from the driveway to the front door.

Westchester Home

Offered at: $605,000
CALL 310/305-8000 OR 310/821-9685 - AUDREY MARLETT

4338 Glencoe Ave, #1, Marina del Rey,
End unit - 'A' plan, contemporary split level 2 bedroom
+ 2 ba. townhome, 1057 sq. ft in the Villa Velletri gated
complex, located in Marina del Rey. Special features
include an enclosed patio, central A/C and a large 2-car
garage with private entrance into your unit. The complex
offers pools, spa, and clubhouse room. Walk to the
neighboring Villa Marina shopping center, 5 mins. to
LAX, excellent location. 

Contemporary Split Level

“We sell it orwe buy it”

www.matillarealty.com 
225 Culver Blvd. Playa del Rey CA 90293 
(310) 305-8000 office (310) 306-6177 fax

steven.matilla@era.com
Steve Matilla

Owner/Broker

12725 Gilmore Ave 333 Culver Blvd. Playa del Rey

warren@prusd.com • www.sandiegohomesdowntown.com

2 bed 2 bath + den  1,680  sqrft   ocean views! ......$750,000
2 bed 2 bath 1,221 sqft Ocean Views!!...............$550,000
2 bed 2 bath 1,700 sqft Prime water view location..........$1,265,000
2 bed 2 bath + den Penthouse level. Water Views!!!  ..........$1,425,000

Chris Warren
(619) 818-1666

Discover Opportunity...
Just two hours away, Downtown San Diego is booming. 

Minutes to dozens of world class golf courses, parks and the historic Gaslamp
District...and the best ocean views in Southern California!



BY DAISY NGUYEN 
Associated Press Writer 

FRESNO, Calif. — There was a time when Fong
Tching’s four children worked the fields and accompa-
nied him to the market to help sell their strawberries, egg-
plants, sugar cane and 60 other crop varieties. 

But one by one, the kids are leaving the family busi-
ness, going to college to pursue more lucrative profes-
sions in pharmaceuticals and engineering. 

“It’s just me and my wife working 30 acres by our-
selves,” said Tching, 45, surveying a field of ripened
berries. 

Tching is an ethnic Hmong, a tribe from the hills of
Southeast Asia with agriculture in its blood. His children
are among the first generation of Hmong in the United
States that are not farming. 

While no one is tallying how many younger ethnic
Hmong are abandoning tradition, leaders in the immi-
grant community and agriculture industry observers say
the trend is striking. 

It is a familiar pattern among immigrant farmers —
the number of Japanese-American farm laborers who
first came to the state in the early 1900s dwindled after
World War II. 

"They grew up and saw the toughness of farming, their
parents working year-round, and they saw that hard labor
don’t necessarily pay off,” said Manuel Cunha, president
of Nisei Farmers League. The Fresno-based group was
founded in 1971 by second-generation Japanese-
American farmers, but most of its 1,000 current members
have no Japanese ancestry, Cunha said. 

For the Hmong, the same kind of shift means a loss of
tradition that dates back centuries. The ethnic group sub-
sisted on farming across generations of migration, until
many of the men were recruited by the United States to
fight communists during the Vietnam War. 

After the communists won in 1975, about 44,000
Laotians, mostly Hmong, fled to camps in Thailand,
according to an analysis by the Washington, D.C.-based
Migration Policy Institute. 

Many Hmong in Southeast Asia continue farming.
Those who came to the United States have settled pri-
marily in California, Minnesota and Wisconsin. The
2000 Census counted 102,773 Hmong, roughly 30,000 in
the Fresno area. 

Tching said he immediately rented farm land when he
came to Fresno in 1988. The work allows freedom —
“You’re your own boss,” he says — but requires long

hours. On Fridays, he and his wife often work into the
night packing vegetables, sleep for three hours, then
make the three-hour drive to a farmers’ market in the San
Francisco Bay area. 

"When I came here, I didn’t have a chance to go to
school. What I knew was farming, so that’s what I did to
raise my family,” Tching said. “I don’t blame them for
not wanting this hard life.” 

Even one of the most successful Hmong farmers in the
area says his children don’t plan to inherit the business.
The kids don’t want to deal with the challenges of farm-
ing in California, including the high costs of insurance,
water and labor, along with rising competition from
imported crops. 

“I work from 6 a.m. to midnight everyday. If I divide
my salary, I’m making $3.50 an hour,” said Tzexa Lee,
co-owner of Cherta Farms, which ships Asian vegetables.
“My children tell me ‘You’re poorer now than when we
were born."’ 

Michael Yang is an example of a Hmong who came of
age in the United States and didn’t follow his parents into
the fields. Instead Yang, who came to the country at age
9, went to college in Northern California and came back
to Fresno as a farm adviser, rather than a laborer. 

Hmong have struggled to learn new farming tech-
niques and adhere to state regulations, said Yang, whose
job at the University of California Cooperative Extension
Service is to reach out to the roughly 1,000 Asian-owned
family farms in Fresno County and help them better man-
age and market their crops. He also runs a popular radio
show on which Hmong callers exchange farming news
and advice. 

The majority of Hmong who came to California’s
Central Valley are farming on a small scale, Yang said,
growing exotic crops such as Bok choy, Daikon radishes,
bitter melon and yard-long Chinese string beans. 

There is a growing demand for such vegetables. In
2004, “Oriental vegetables” accounted for $15.7 million
in sales, according to the Fresno County agricultural
commissioner’s office, up from $10.3 million the year
before. 

Community leaders say they’re glad to see young
Hmong pursuing higher-paying jobs, but say they’re
troubled by the idea that the next generation doesn’t con-
sider farming a professional option. 

“They don’t realize that they can expand their parents’
business and operate it like a real company,” said LoXing
Kiatoykaysi, director of Hmong American Community, a
Fresno-based community support organization. 
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CRIMINAL DEFENSE
The  Law  Offices  of Clifford  C.  Nichols

A Law  Firm  Dedicated To  Defending Those
Charged  With  CRIMES

All Felonies and Misdemeanors
Juveniles and Adults

Offices Currently Located in the Searise Tower at 
233 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 400 

Santa Monica California
(Directly Across from The Promenade)

For  An  Appointment  Call: (310)  917-1083

In The Case Of An Emergency, To Speak With An Attorney
Immediately Call Our 24 Hour Hotline: (310) 909-9024

www.cliffnicholslaw.com

1253 11th  Street, #5, Santa Monica, 90401

1-800-931-6436 x699
4644 Admiralty Way,

Marina Del Rey, CA, 90292
Email: info@team24-7realty.com
Web: www.team24-7realty.comFred Nabati Glen Michaelsen

Description: Spacious light & bright move-
in condition 3 level townhouse minutes from
the beach in sought after Santa Monica
area. Large bedrooms with ample closets.
Large living room with fireplace & balcony
that leads to inviting remodeled kitchen
with granite countertops. Bonus Loft great
for office! Central Air/Heat, Heat Circulator,
Vacuum System, Alarm system, 3 balconies,
Child Secure*, Private Direct Access 2 car
garage & storage with dumb-waiter!!

2 Beds + 2.5 Baths, 1,614 sq. ft. built in 1992
Price: Call for Price

Status: NOT ON MLS - LIMITED TIME

Younger ethnic Hmong abandon
their agricultural traditions



BY TOM MCGHEE 
Associated Press Writer

SUPERIOR, Colo. — Newmerix CEO Ed Roberto lives
and breathes his job — except when he takes time out of
an otherwise breakneck work schedule to train 20 hours
a week for his next marathon. 

With his 46th birthday looming, he plans to go beyond
that 26.2-mile race, pushing his training schedule to get in
shape for the gut-wrenching 2.4-mile swim, 112-mile bike
ride and 26.2-mile marathon of an Ironman triathlon race. 

“I need to be in a place where I can do that by the time
I am 50,” he said. 

Roberto, whose Superior, Colo.-based company —
located about 20 miles northwest of Denver — makes
business software, is out of bed at 5 a.m. for a three- to
five-mile run. After work, he hits the gym for two hours,
either running on a treadmill or cross-training on weights. 

In between, he is on the phone with customers,
prospects, prospective employees, investors and others,
along with writing e-mails and quizzing his engineering
team about product development. He ends his day at 11
p.m. after spending two hours reviewing e-mails and
reading work-related articles. 

"I am pretty much working all the time. Work is part
of my DNA. I enjoy it so, I don’t even know that I think
of it as work,” he said. 

His driven lifestyle has its drawbacks. Roberto blames
the collapse of his six-year marriage partly on his addic-
tion to 12- to 18-hour workdays. 

Boulder, Colo., entrepreneur Ted Kennedy has never
met Roberto, but he knows the type. He has built a busi-
ness, CEO Challenges, which gives executives the kind
of kid-glove treatment they’re used to while taking part in
endurance competitions. The culmination of Kennedy’s
Ironman events is the CEO Ironman Challenge World
Championship, whose participants vie for the title
“Fittest CEO in the World.” 

He takes care of everything from providing first-class
accommodations close to the starting line to getting the
executives customized racing uniforms, setting up head-
to-head meetings with top coaches, and providing social
functions and dinners that allow them to mix and network. 

And like all individualized services, competing in
Kennedy’s contests doesn’t come cheap. Prices can range
from $3,000 to $6,000 per event, with airfare not includ-
ed. 

The CEO Challenges are run in conjunction with
major racing events like the Ford Ironman USA in Lake
Placid, N.Y., scheduled for July 2006 and the Ironman
France, to be held in the French Riviera town of Nice in
June. Among the perks at the Nice event is a pre-race
helicopter tour of the course and bilingual hosts who will
be “dedicated to looking after the (chief executive offi-
cer’s) needs all week,” according to the CEO Challenges
Web site. The price is $5,909. 

Kennedy found his niche when he was selling spon-
sorships for Ironman North America. 

“I did a database search of everyone in Ironman races,
and I noticed an amazing number of the athletes put down
their occupation as CEO or president,” he said. 

“CEOs are basically overachievers. These are people
who have never let anything stand in their way, and they
like to set high-stretch goals.” 

For CEOs who prefer golf to marathons, Kennedy
recently added a CEO Golf Challenge, which is paired
with Professional Golfers’ Association events where

CEOs get to play with pro golfers. CEO Challenge at The
Masters in April will cost up to $12,000 apiece. 

Top executives fit the profile of the Type A personal-
ity — they are energetic, hard workers who are often pre-
occupied with schedules and driven to accomplish their
goals, no matter the obstacles, said Barbara Kellerman,
research director for the Center for Public Leadership at
Harvard’s John F. Kennedy School of Government, and
author of “Bad Leadership: What It Is, How It Happens,
Why It Matters.” 

“We are not talking about laid-back marshmallows
here.” 

In youth-obsessed America, it makes sense for busi-
ness leaders, who must win the confidence of sharehold-
ers, board members and customers, to stay toned and
have the look of a winner, Kellerman said. 

Though there is no sure way to quantify the numbers,
the ranks of high-level executives attracted to marathons
appears to be growing, said Amby Burfoot, executive
editor of Runner’s World magazine. 

"Particularly as a younger group of CEOs begins to
assume the mantle, there is a slight shift away from golf
or tennis to sports like marathons or triathlons,” said
Burfoot, who has observed the running world for more
than 28 years. 

Burfoot said all indications point to an increase in the
number of women in high-ranking positions who are
competing in marathons. 

Women accounted for just 28 percent of participants
in races of all distances 12 years ago but now make up 52
percent of participants, according to the Web site
RunningUSA.org. And though just a handful of female
CEOs head Fortune 500 companies, women hold more
than half of all professional and management positions,
according to Catalyst, a New York nonprofit that tracks
the progress of women executives. 

Top executives make up the bulk of customers buying
fitness exams, nutrition advice and weight-management
programs provided at the nationally respected Cooper
Institute in Dallas. Marathon training programs, which
were once confined to the ranks of serious athletes, are
now readily available to the average person, according to
institute medical director Tim Church. 

Most CEOs with whom he deals begin training
because they want to lose weight, improve their health,
relieve stress or even look better, Church said. 

“These are people who are data-driven. They look
around, and if they are getting older, they are looking at
who are the successful agers, and the data is overwhelm-
ing that being physically active supports successful
aging. It is simple logic for them,” Church said. 

Once they start running, they are enticed by others
who say: “’Hey, have you ever done the marathon?"’
Church added. “It probably only takes two or three peo-
ple to say that to the average CEO, who is by nature a
competitive person, for him to say, ‘Hey, I am going to
run a marathon."’ 

That drive shows in the questions the executives ask at
the Cooper Institute, Church said. 

“They always have laser-sharp questions, and they
want a very focused, definitive answer. It will be, ‘How
much resistance training should I do,’ and they won’t
take ‘one or two days a week’ as an answer. 

“They want to know down to the minute. They want to
know, ‘Should I incorporate yoga into my program and if
so, how many days? How hot should the room be? Then
they get upset when I say, ‘This is our best guess.”’ 
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Aging execs stretch their
limits by running marathons
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BY JEFF BARNARD 
Associated Press Writer 

BEND, Ore. — Growing up in Texas,
chef Gavin McMichael used to ask his
mom to make meatloaf for his birthday
each year. Now that he has his own restau-
rant, meatloaf is on the menu, along with
quail stuffed with foie gras. 

“I was a huge fan, so of course I had to
have meatloaf on my dinner menu,” said
McMichael, a partner in the Blacksmith
restaurant in one of the fastest-growing
sections of Oregon. “We are creating
foodies as fast as we can. Then they want
to try things like foie gras.” 

Mom made meatloaf to stretch the food
budget. Dad ate it because it tasted good,
especially with lots of ketchup. Now baby
boomers are ordering it in restaurants.
Meatloaf may not be tops on the healthy
food list, though it can certainly be made
that way with lean meats and lots of veg-
gies. But this comfort food that became an
American staple during the Depression is
hanging on, growing up and branching
out. 

“It has graduated from diner food into
restaurant food,” while remaining a home-
cooking staple, said Andrew Smith, editor
in chief of the “Oxford Encyclopedia of
American Food and Drink,” from his

Brooklyn, N.Y., home. “It is real
American food. It is something that is part
of our early lives and part of our heritage.” 

Meatloaf comes out of the late 19th
century, when meat grinders became pop-
ular, said Lynne Olver, editor of the Web
site Foodtimeline.org. The 1884 “Boston
Cooking School Cookbook” has recipes
for ground veal mixed with breadcrumbs
and eggs, baked in small individual
molds. 

“A big old loaf of meat would violate
the American Victorian sense of deco-
rum,” she said. 

The word meatloaf appears regularly in
The New York Times in the 1930s and
1940s, when the Depression and World
War II made stretching food dollars
imperative. But it was the 1950s when
America embraced meatloaf. 

“I have cookbooks from the ‘50s with
all sorts of filled meatloaf, gourmet meat-
loafs, meatloaf for the grill,” Olver said. 

James E. McWilliams, assistant profes-
sor of history at Texas State University at
San Marcos and author of “A Revolution
in Eating, How the Quest for Food Shaped
America,” sees meatloaf’s roots in scrap-
ple, a mixture of ground pork and corn-
meal made by German-Americans in
Pennsylvania since Colonial times. 

“It’s a food that’s quite consistent with

an American attitude,” McWilliams said.
“It is so open to interpretation and flexi-
ble. Its origins are humble.” 

President Reagan was a famous fan,
and writer Jean Shepherd included family
battles over meatloaf in the movie “A
Christmas Story.” Little brother Randy
declares he hates meatloaf, and The Old
Man threatens to use a screwdriver and
plumber’s helper to get some down him. 

Chicago piano salesman and sometime
food writer Lee Maloney grew up loving
his mom’s meatloaf, and kept looking for
something that would measure up when
he traveled the country as music director
for various circuses and ice shows. 

Most of the stuff he found in diners and
truck stops was awful, but circus friends
made marvelous variations. A Czech
trapeze act made it with hard-boiled eggs
in the middle. Others baked whole toma-
toes, gherkins, sausage, stuffing and foie
gras baked inside. But the closer to
Mom’s the better. 

“My parents have long been gone, but
it brings back very fond memories of
coming home after school, and eating
meatloaf, mashed potatoes and creamed
corn,” said Maloney. 

About 10 years ago, cookbook author
David Rosengarten started seeing meat-
loaf tarted up with wine sauces in New

American Cuisine restaurants, but now
finds it in neighborhood bistros, where it
is treated with respect in the classic style,
with ketchup. 

Competing with New York steak and
seared scallops, meatloaf is one of the top
entrees at the Bandon Dunes Golf Resort
in Bandon, on Oregon’s coast, where
golfers fly in from around the world to
walk as many as 36 holes in a day. 

All that walking makes people hungry,
and if they are staying over a few days,
they also want something familiar, said
executive chef Don McCradic. 

At the Blacksmith restaurant,
McMichael mixes ground beef and pork
with eggs, cream, roasted tomato puree,
poblano chilies, shallots, garlic, onion and
Japanese breadcrumbs. He bakes individ-
ual loaves in cylinders, and serves them
with a tomato sauce, mashed potatoes,
green bean-carrot-and-onion saute, and
creamed corn. 

Smith said he expects meatloaf to keep
going strong. His kids like it, and the rea-
sons it became popular — low cost and
good taste — remain. 

“It’s very good wholesome, nutritious
food, depending what you put into it,” he
said. “And I like my way better than in the
restaurant. Because it’s my way and
reminds me of what my mother made.” 
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Be in the middle of it all!
Professional office space available on the Third Street Promenade.

950 square feet of office space conveniently located downtown, a walk away from shops, restaurants and
the beach. Bright office space with high ceilings, natural light, two large private offices and a spacious
reception area. Quiet location with a shared kitchen. New paint and carpet. Parking. Available now.

Call (310) 458-7737 ext. 104

Defining dish of the 1950s lives on, grows in popularity



BY JASON STRAZIUSO 
Associated Press Writer 

BAGHDAD, Iraq — More than 10,000 people backing
Sunni Arab and secular Shiite politicians marched
through Baghdad on Tuesday in support of a national
unity government. Attacks on security forces continued,
with five Iraqi police and two bystanders killed. 

Shootings and bombings killed at least two dozen peo-
ple, including a U.S. soldier, on Monday, underscoring
the end to a lull in violence following the Dec. 15 parlia-
mentary elections. 

Officials said insurgents were trying to deepen the
political turmoil surrounding the contested vote.
Preliminary figures have given a big lead to the religious
Shiite bloc that controls the current interim government. 

The fresh violence came as three opposition groups
threatened a wave of protests and civil disobedience if
fraud charges are not properly investigated. The warning
came from the secular Iraqi National List, headed by for-
mer Shiite Prime Minister Ayad Allawi, and two Sunni
Arab groups. 

More than 10,000 people, some carrying photos of
Allawi, demonstrated in Baghdad in favor of a govern-
ment that would give more power to Sunni Arabs and
secular Shiites. Marches chanted “No Sunnis, no Shiites,
yes for national unity.” 

"We’re protesting to reject the elections fraud. We
want to ask the government and the elections commis-
sion: ‘Where did our votes go? Who stole them?"’ said
Abdul Hamid Abdul Razza, a 45-year-old barber. 

Clashes erupted between gunmen and Iraqi police in
Baghdad, killing two policemen and two bystanders,
Capt. Firas Keti said. South of Baghdad, a roadside bomb
targeting a police patrol killed two officers, and gunmen
in southern Baghdad killed another, police said. 

The U.S. military said two U.S. pilots died in a heli-
copter accident in western Baghdad Monday night. The
accident was under investigation; the military said no
hostile fire was involved. 

Iraq’s Electoral Commission said Monday that final
results for the 275-seat parliament could be released in
about a week. 

Sunni Arab and secular Shiite factions are demanding that
an international body review more than 1,500 complaints,
warning they may boycott the new legislature. They also
want new elections in some provinces, including Baghdad.
The United Nations has rejected an outside review. 

"We will resort to peaceful options, including protests,
civil disobedience and a boycott of the political process
until our demands are met,” said Hassan Zaidan al-
Lahaibi of the Sunni-dominated Iraqi Front for National
Dialogue. He spoke in neighboring Jordan, where repre-
sentatives of the groups have met in recent days. 

The election commission considers 35 of the com-
plaints serious enough to change some local results. But
Farid Ayar, a commission official, said there was no rea-
son to cancel the entire election. 

He also said preliminary results from early votes by
soldiers, hospital patients, prisoners and overseas Iraqis
showed a coalition of Kurdish parties and the main Shiite
religious bloc each taking about a third. Those nearly
500,000 votes were not expected to alter overall results
significantly. 

Preliminary results previously released gave the
United Iraqi Alliance, the religious Shiite coalition dom-
inating the current government, a big lead — but one
unlikely to allow it to govern without forming a coalition
with other groups. 

Bahaa al-Araji, a member of the Shiite alliance, said
the group was preparing to negotiate with other political
blocs and had already met with the Sunni Arab Iraqi
Islamic Party. 

Al-Araji also said likely candidates for prime minister
were current Prime Minister Ibrahim al-Jaafari, who
heads the Islamic Dawa party, and Adel Abdul-Mahdi,
who belongs to the other main Shiite party, the Supreme
Council of the Islamic Revolution in Iraq. 

Every defining event in Iraq since the fall of Saddam
Hussein in 2003 has been followed by a period of calm.
That includes the June 28, 2004, transfer of power from
the U.S.-led Coalition Provisional Authority, the Jan. 30
elections, and the Oct. 15 constitution referendum. 

The recent lull in violence ended Sunday, with the
deaths of 18 people. 

On Monday, a suicide car bomber slammed into a
police patrol in the capital, leaving three dead, officials
said. The driver of a motorcycle blew himself up at Shiite
funeral ceremony, killing at least two, said Maj. Falah
Mohamadawi of the Interior Ministry. A mortar then
killed two people in a predominantly Shiite neighbor-
hood. 

Four other car bombs killed at least two people, and
gunmen killed five officers at a police checkpoint 30
miles north of Baghdad, officials said. 

A U.S. soldier serving with Task Force Baghdad was
killed when a rocket-propelled grenade hit his vehicle
while on patrol in the capital, the military said. 

In Jordan, a lawyer for Saddam and a Jordanian news-
paper claimed Monday that the former ruler’s half broth-
er rejected a U.S. offer of a ranking Iraqi government
position in exchange for testimony against the deposed
leader. 

The half brother, Barzan Ibrahim, reportedly made the
claim Thursday before the Supreme Iraqi Criminal Court
hearing the cases against him, Saddam and six other co-
defendants for the deaths of more than 140 Shiites after a
1982 attempt on Saddam’s life in the town of Dujail. 

The lawyer spoke to The Associated Press on condi-
tion of anonymity because he was not authorized to give
details of the closed session. 

Dulaimi and U.S. officials were not immediately
available for comment Monday, which was a U.S. holi-
day. But chief prosecutor Jaafar al-Mousawi denied that
there were attempts to cut a deal with Ibrahim during the
closed session. 
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FIVE ACES PHOTOGRAPHY
FOR ALL OF YOUR DIGITAL AND PRINT NEEDS

NO EVENT TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL WE COVER IT ALL

2 0 %  D I S C O U N T  F O R  D A I L Y  P R E S S  R E A D E R S

FiveAcesPhoto.photoreflect.com

310 963 0636

Protesters call for national
unity government in Iraq

Do you have Do you have 
community news?community news?

... Submit news... Submit news
releasesreleases
Email to:Email to:

editor@smdp.com editor@smdp.com 
or fax 310.576.9913or fax 310.576.9913

Santa Monica Daily Press
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Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

Garfield® By Jim Davis

Speed Bump® By Dave Coverly

T

F

E

310.393.2727
928.222.9992
Bruce@Architects-Engineers.net

B r u c e R u d m a n

A r c h i t e c t s + E n g i n e e r s

27 years of professional expertise in

office, residential, food service,

retail, healthcare and telecom.  Our

team manages all aspects from

creative concepts, acurate docu-

mentation, expedited plan

checks and construction man-

agement.  Renovation and

new construction projects

using traditional architec-

ture through full turn-key

development.  Always,

open communication

IS YOUR RETIREMENT PLAN
AGING GRACEFULLY?

WE LIVE WHERE YOU LIVE.®

Keep your money hard at work, with
401(k) rollovers, TSAs, annuities and
more. Call me to get started today.

Troy Wilson Lic.#: 0D75687
2451 Santa Monica Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA
310.315.1955

Providing Insurance and Financial Services  •  statefarm.com®

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE.®

State Farm Life Insurance Company; In NY and WI – State Farm Life and Accident Assurance
Company; Bloomington, IL. Annuities and other products offered by State Farm affiliates are not
FDIC insured, not guaranteed by State Farm Bank, and are subject to investment risk, including
possible loss of principal. Consult your tax or legal advisor for specific advice.
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CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale
Furniture
Pets
Boats

Jewelry
Wanted
Travel
Vacation Rentals
ApartmentsCondos for Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commercial Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness
Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Obituaries

$3
50

per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.  

Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 38,600.

CCLLAASSSSIIFFIIEEDDSS

Employment

ADVERTISING SALES
Work with clients to figure out

their message, package it
cleverly, get results. Must be
persistent and willing to make

the calls, knock on doors,
network fiercely. One third
selling, one third PR and

Marketing, one third keeping
yourself organized. This can
be fun for the right person,

misery for the wrong person.
Front loaded commission

program enables you to start
making money right away, if

you have what it takes. Great
long term potential for the
right personality. Energetic

office full of resources to help
you grow as a professional.
Must be a self starter, high

energy and computer literate.
Send resume and cover letter

to ross@smdp.com

BOOKKEEPER-- SMALL FAMILY law
firm located in Santa Monica is
looking for a bookkeeper (20-25
hours per week).  Duties include
client billing, receivables, payables,
and Quickbooks. Knowledge of
Tussman billing system a plus.
Please fax resume to Stefanie Hall,
Polin & Hall, at (310) 449-0014.

EXPERIENCED MEDICAL receptionist
for a medical office. Please fax
resume (310) 231-0337
FEMALE REAL estate broker needs
personal assistant ASAP. agent
lic/female preferred. P/T
$184/week+commission. (310) 820-
6059
FIT FEMALE MODEL WANTED FOR
FIGURE DRAWING BY ARTIST. No
experience necessary call. (818) 501-
0266
FRONT PERSON, Bartender, Kitchen
Helper & Dishwasher.

BENIHANA
(310) 260-1423

1447 4th St., Santa Monica, 

PART TIME mornings, mail sorter
wanted for busy Santa Monica
mailbox store. Pleasant environment
+ competitive pay. No exp nec.
Insured car req.  Apply 2118 Wilshire
Bl, Santa Monica. (310) 828-8645

PHYSICAL THERAPY aid on UCLA
campus. Fax resume to (310) 698-
5414.

SANTA MONICA - Est. 1960, one of
nation's largest precious metals/coin
co. seeks sales pros. Top Reps earn
$60k-$400k+ full benefits. No cold
calling, no license req, paid training.
Goldline.com, (310) 319-0313.

For Sale
SPA/HOT TUB 2006 Model. Neck Jets.
Therapy seat. Warranty. Never used.
Can deliver. Worth $5750, sell for
$1750 (310) 479-3054

Vehicles for sale
‘01 LEXUS ES300 $17,988

Leather, Moonroof,
ChromeWhls

(323838)  
(800) 579-6047

TOYOTA SANTA MONICA
‘01 VW PASSAT GLX 4

MOTION $14,988
Leather, Moonroof, Spoiler

(002682)
(800) 579-6047

TOYOTA SANTA MONICA
‘89 TOYOTA CAMRY LE

$4,995
Auto, Pwr Pkg, 76K Miles

(083340)
(800) 579-6047

TOYOTA SANTA MONICA

Vehicles for sale
‘97 HONDA ACCORD LX

$6,988
Auto, Pwr Pkg, Cassette

(072281)
(800) 579-6047

TOYOTA SANTA MONICA
‘99 CHEVROLET

SUBURBAN LT $10,988
Leather, 8 Pass,

Black/Grey (232734)
(800) 579-6047

TOYOTA SANTA MONICA
‘99 TOYOTA RAV4 $8,988

A/C, PwrPkg, Wheels,
Mnrf, Alloys (038787)

(800) 579-6047
TOYOTA SANTA MONICA

CLSS - Used

GRAND
OPENING
CELEBRATION

LOW
PRICES
NEW 06 MODELS
FREE GAS
COURTESY
OF MITSUBISHI

THE NEW

1100 Santa Monica Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA 90404

866-925-3333

For Rent
CLSS - Elly Nesis the Best RentalsBEST
RENTALS

ELLY NESIS CO. INC
(310) 396-4443

ellynesis.com

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310) 869-7901

1214 Idaho Unit 1
2+1 w/ patio $2095
1214 Idaho Unit 7

2+1.5 townhouse $2325

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE
FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS AT:
www.howardmanagement.com

MAR VISTA, townhouse style. 11621
Braddock Drive $1300. 2 bdrm/1 1/2
bath. Stove, blinds, carpet,
washer/dryer hook-ups, patio,
intercom entry, gated parking, no pets
(310) 967-4471 jkwproperties.com

SANTA MONICA $1213.25/mo
1bdrm/1ba cottage new carpet/
linoleum,  courtyard, laundry,
refrigerator, mini blinds (310) 395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com

For Rent

ROQUE & Mark Co.
2802 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-828-7525
Sales, rentals, property
management.

RENTALS AVAILABLE, NO PETS
ALLOWED
For listings, please go to
www.roque-mark.com

RENTALS AVAILABLE
NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA MONICA

507 Raymond    $995
Upper single, utilities paid,

Remodeled, close to Main St.

918 11th St. $1795
Upper 2 bed, 1 3/4 baths,

high  Ceilings, balcony, park-
ing

VENICE/WLA/PALMS

1752 Federal, WLA, $1200
Lower 1 bed, new carpet,

Dishwasher, stove, parking

21 S. Venice Blvd, $1475 & $1550
Lower & upper 1 bed, steps
to beach, gas stove, parking 

11856 Rochester, WLA, $1595
Upper 2 bed, 2 bath, new

Granite counters, new berber
carpet

3632 Greenfield, Palms, $1450
Lower 2 bed, hardwood

floors, New kitchen & bath
linoleum

10611 Ayres, Rancho Park, $2200
Upper 3 bed, 2 bath, duplex,

2 car garage, new carpet,
yard

1518 Centinela, WLA, $2200
Townhouse style, 2 bed, 2

1/2 bath, Pergo floors, wash-
er & dryer, dishwasher

SALES • RENTALS 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

2802 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-828-7525

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO TO
WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee 
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Company. 
2111 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica, CA
90403.
PALMS/BEVERLYWOOD ADJ. $995.00.
1bdrm/1bath. 2009 Pruess Rd., #4
Open for viewing: 9am-6pm

SANTA MONICA $1,100.00/mo.
1bdrm/1bath.  CHARMING Hardwood
Floors, Upper, refrigerator, laundry,
close to SMC. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1295/mo 1bdrm/1ba
duplex with garden patio, hardwood
floors, close to beach! (310) 395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1300.00. 1 bdrm., 1
bath. Appliances, Gas Paid, NO PETS.
2535 Kansas Ave., #103, Mgr: #101.
SANTA MONICA $1325/mo
2bedrooms/1bath bright apartment.
No pets, Carpet Floors, Upper Corner,
Parking. (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com

For Rent
SANTA MONICA $1500/mo
2bedrooms/1bath, New Carpets,
laundry, stove, washer/dryer hookups,
new vinyl flooring. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1500/mo
2bedrooms/1bath, carpet/tile ,
freestanding, parking, quiet
neighborhood, courtyard, ceiling fans,
( 3 1 0 ) 3 9 5 - R E N T
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1695/mo
2bedrooms/1.75Bath, Cat ok,
Hardwood/ Carpet Floors, Lower
Corner, Parking, laundry. (310) 395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $2300/mo
3bedrooms/1.5Bath, upper, garage
parking, laundry, refrigerator, crown
molding, private deck. (310) 395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com
Santa Monica $750/mo.
Bachelor/1Bath, pet ok, hardwood
floors, laundry, refrigerator, yard,
microwave. (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com
Santa Monica $850/mo Studio/1Bath,
new carpets, quiet neighborhood,
refrigerator, parking, small full kitchen
( 3 1 0 ) 3 9 5 - R E N T
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA 1+1, 1833 16th St,
Unit 8. $850/mo $300 off move-in.
Stove, fridge, carpet, blinds, no pets.
(310) 578-7512 jkwproperties.com

SANTA MONICA 1244 11th St., #H.
2+1.5 large lower. Stove, carpets,
blinds, laundry, parking, no pets.
$1575, $300 off move-in. (310) 393-
6322 jkwproperties.com

SENIORS- AFFORDABLE HOUSING
Live in a BEAUTIFUL

apt/ suite in Beverly/ Fairfax or
Santa Monica: $400-$560/month

(323) 650-7988

VENICE, 2 BEDROOM + 2 Bath, gated
building with subterranean parking,
AC, newer building with courtyard
area, quiet neighborhood. Laundry
rm., 1 year lease, no pets. $1595.
(310) 396-4443 x 2002 ellynesis.com

VENICE, BEAUTIFUL 2 bedroom
apartment close to Beach and Venice
commercial centers. Very spacious
unit with lots of light. 1 year lease. No
pets or smokers. $1800. (310) 396-
4443 x 2002 ellynesis.com

VENICE, CHARMING VENICE Beach
craftsman style complex in a quaint
and quiet area. 3 blocks from the
beach. 1 year lease. No pets. $1450.
Call (310) 396-4443 x 2002.
ellynesis.com

VENICE, MDR ADJACENT. Single,
fireplace, newer gated building with
gated parking, courtyard area, quiet
neighborhood. Laundry rm. 1 year
lease, no pets. $995. (310) 396-4443
x 2002 ellynesis.com

For Rent
VENICE, STORAGE space located just
off North Venice Blvd. Highly desirable
location. $150 (310) 396-4443 x2002
ellynesis.com

VENICE, STORAGE space located just
off North Venice Blvd. Highly desirable
location. $250 (310) 396-4443 x2002
ellynesis.com
VENICE, SUNNY large 2bdrm, 1bath
w/2 balconies and unbelievable ocean
views! 1/2 block to beach with 1 car
garage parking. 1 year lease, no pets.
No smoking. $2250 (310) 396-4443
x2002 ellynesis.com

VERY LARGE 2bdrm/2bath in Venice.
Lots of closets, laundry on premises.
Small friendly building. Off street
parking. $1850/mo (310) 399-1476,
(310) 476-2724
WESTCHESTER 6707 W 86th Pl. Unit
E. 2bdrm/1bath. stove. microwave,
dishwasher, carpet, blinds, laundry,
gated parking, no pets. $1375.
(310) 578-7512 jkwproperties.com

WLA: 2BDRM/1BATH. $1600/mo.
Great location, new carpet, tile, clean,
quiet, parking, patio. Brenda
(310) 991-2694.

Condos for Sale
2BDRM/1BATH CONDO in SM. Newly
remodeled kitchen and bathroom.
Hardwood floors. $485k. (310) 644-
9100.

Commercial Lease
CLSS - 1,000-5,000 sq

1610 BROADWAY
1,000-5,000 SQ FT

Ground Floor
Creative Space

20 FT+ Ceilings
Available Now

Sid Friedman
310-526-0310

CLSS - Individual Private
1617 BROADWAY

Individual Private
Offices with Windows 

New building. 
All services included.

Reception telephone answering. 

High speed T-1 Internet. 

Full use of conference rooms,

copier, printer, faxes...etc.

Parking. Flexible lease terms.

310-526-0310
VENICE, INCREDIBLE CAMPUS Entire
Property  inc. office, garden and
parking areas! Historical 1919
Craftsman house which was torn
down in 2005 and rebuilt from the
foundation up. Everything is first class
and authentic. The space has wood
ceilings, brand new antique style
moldings, windows, electrical,
plumbing, ethernet, communication,
DVR with cameras, gated parking,
storage basement, central AC & Heat,
incredible gardens, 60+’ of Lincoln
frontage, lots of street parking on San
Miguel. 853 Lincoln Bl. $6,500 NNN
(310) 396-4443 x2006.

Commercial Lease
CLSS - Prime Inglewood
PRIME INGLEWOOD

7,000 SQ. FT.
RETAIL/WAREHOUSE
$1.00 PER SQ. FT.

307 CENTINELA
HIGH CEILING
CLOSE TO LAX

(310) 995-5136

SANTA MONICA 1452 2nd Street. Very
charming building, small offices.
Between $700/mo & $1200/mo.
Includes utilities & cleaning.
(310) 614-6462
SANTA MONICA. Medical Building
2500 square feet, fourth floor, patio,
dual elevators, 3 levels of
underground secure parking. Will
construct two specs upon acceptable
lease. 9th and Wilshire. (310) 923-
8521 or (310) 260-2619

SM OFFICE- Main St. 1581sqft-
3712sqft. Creative space $3.15-$3.50
FSG. Parking available. Agent
(310) 428-4086
VENICE, AVAILABLE Month to Month
until 5/31/06. Great office space
located 1 block from beach and 1/2
block from Windward Avenue. All
utilities included. Approx 365 sq.ft.
1 room with common area bathroom,
concrete floors, exposed beamed
ceilings. $850 (310) 396-4443 x2002, 
ellynesis.com

Real Estate
CLSS - Fixer Uppers/4448
FIXER UPPPERS
Bargains

Call for a free list
Free recorded message.
1-800-969-8257 ID #4448

CLSS - No Money Down/4443NO MONEY DOWN
Free computerized list of
properties available with no
down payment.
Free recorded message.
1-800-969-8257 ID #4443

CLSS - Zero Down

Free list of
properties

available with no
down payment

1-888-465-4534
ID# 1043

www.matillarealty.com

No Money Down

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737
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Real Estate
PAC WEST MORTGAGE
2212 Lincoln Blvd. in Santa Moncia
1-888-FOR-LOAN
310-392-9223

We Feature 100% interest only loans

Rob Schultz, Broker
Licensed California
Broker #01218743

Equal Housing Lender

PAC
WEST
MORTGAGE
2212 Lincoln Blvd in Santa Monica

1-888-FOR-LOAN
310 392-9223

NEW CONFORMING
LOAN AMOUNTS
1 Unit $417,000
2 Units $533,850
3 Units $645,300
3 Units $645,300
4 Units $801,950

ROB
SCHULTZ

BROKER
LICENSED CALIFORNIA

BROKER #01218743

VERY AGGRESSIVE

RATES
TIME FOR A 30
YEAR FIXED?

RATES AS LOW AS 6%
30 YEAR FIXED 6.75%

10 YEAR/1 ARM 5.75%

7 YEAR/1 ARM 5.625%

5 YEAR/1 ARM 5.5%**

3 YEAR/1 ARM 5.5%**

1 YEAR/1 ARM 5.375%

6 MO./6 MO. ARM 3.375%

1 MO./1 MO. ARM 1.0%*

*Rates subject to change
* As of December 14, 2005

** Denotes an interest only loan

Massage
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your
body, mind, spirit.  Therapeutic,
Swedish, Deep-tissue. Energy
balancing. Strictly non-sexual.
Introductory specials from $50.00/1hr.
Lynda, L.M.T. (310) 749-0621

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and
tender relaxing body work by mature
Europen. Very Professional, Sonja
(310) 397-0433.

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE
Perform and Excel in your 
Favourite Physical Activity
without pain & with ease

310-930-5884
www.nydoo.com

Lost & Found
FOUND: RING with stone in Santa
Monica on December 24th. Please call
and describe. Obvious sentimental
value. (310) 452-0772

P R O M O T E  Y O U R   B U S I N E S S  I N  T H E  S A N T A  M O N I C A

CLSS - 877-WE-GETEM

877-WE-GET-EM
WE CAN FIND AND SERVE ANYBODY, ANYWHERE, ANYTIME.

Restraining orders & judgement collections our specialty.
lawhotline@aol.com

Services
CLSS - Still Smoking?

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

STILL 
SMOKING?

Certified
Hypnotherapist

John J. McGrail, C.Ht.

(310) 235-2883
www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

ONE HOUR Alterations, hemming,
jeans, pants, skirts, etc. Made by
professional Call Michael (310) 980-
2674 

Cleaning
CLSS - Home

Aury Bonilla  (323) 605-7197

Thorough Cleaning
Houses & Offices

Competitive Rates
Dependable Personalized Service

Great References

Quality
Cleaning

HOUSECLEANING SPECIAL

STARTING AT $99

Entertainment
CLSS - Pro Violinist

Call Sandra
(310) 433-9355

PRO VIOLINIST
Classy, elegant
entertainment creates
a memorable wedding,
party or event.

Award-winner, soloist
at prestigious music fests.

Classical,
pop, etc.

Fitness
CLSS - Get In Shape

GET IN SHAPE
LOSE WEIGHT
FEEL GREAT
PROFESSIONAL PRIVATE
TRAINING FOR ANYONE

Upscale Private Gym in W/LA
Weight Training/Cardio

Boxing/Stretching and more!
Call Tibor (310) 477-0051

30 Years Experience

Services

Gen. Contracting
A.C. CONSTRUCTION commercial &
residential remodel. Honest and
Reliable. Free estimates. Call
(310)278-5380. Fax: (310)271-4790.
Lic# 801884 Fully insured.

A/C CONSTRUCTION
General Construction

Commercial & Residential
Remodel & Add ons

Honest • Reliable
FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

CLSS - Roofing Repairs

CLSS - The LevelThe Level Goes On
Before The Spike Goes In

Romero Rain Gutters
Seamless Aluminum Gutters
Custom Made Color Match

Your Home or Building

(310) 408-5900 or (310) 534-3075

Repairs • Cleaning
Copper Galvanized

Free Estimate

Ask for Jose Romero
Lic. #834699

01602600

Handyman
CLSS - Evans Properties
Evans Properties

HANDYMAN SERVICES
Expert plumbing

and instalations, all
household repairs.

Peter (310) 902-0807

CLSS - Westside GuysWESTSIDE GUYS
Full Service Handymen

CARPENTRY, ELEC., PAINT, ETC...
TERMITE AND DRY ROT REPAIR

ROOF REPAIR AND WATER DAMAGE
BOB 35/HR (310) 266-6348

CALEB 25/HR (310) 409-3244

Services
CLSS - Handyman Services

Insurance
CLSS - Auto Home Life

AUTO • HOME • LIFE

Robert Donin
Insurance Agent

(310) 834-6868
rdonin@farmersagent.com

CLSS - Health Insurance

SELF EMPLOYED?
NEED INSURANCE?
• GREAT RATES
• A+ RATED COVERAGE

DOUGLAS FURUKAWA
(619) 977-8559

Moving & Storage
BEST MOVERS, no job too small!
2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ. Free
prep & boxes. Discount for handicap &
seniors! 
Since 1975, Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193, (310) 300-9194

BEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193  (310) 300-9194

Services

Painting & Tiling
CLSS - Interior and Exterior
METICULOUS PAINTING

& DRYWALL
Interior & Exterior•FREE Estimates
References Available.
10 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Call Joe: 447-8957
PAINTING
TOP quality A&A
Custom, Interior and Exterior
Free quote, call Jeff Arrieta (310) 560-
9864

PAINTING
Top quality A&A
Custom, Interior 

and Exterior

Free quote, 
call Jeff Arrieta
(310) 560-9864

Personal Services
CLSS - Life Coach

LIFE COACH
YOU CAN BENEFIT FROM
PERSONAL COACHING IF
YOU FEEL STUCK WITH:
Academic Goals
Career or Financial Goals
Physical or Health Goals

1⁄2OFF
INITIAL CONSULTATION, NORMALLY $200
Anthony Rogers, M.S.  - (310) 386-1808

Pool and Spa
POOL & SPA
Service and Repairs
-Weekly Service
-Drain & Cleans
-Spa Covers
-Electric Spa Repair
(310) 306-6970
FREE ESTIMATES

Retail
CLSS - Nepali & Tibetan

NEPALI &
TIBETAN GIFTS,

CLOTHING &
STATUES

KATHMANDU BOUTIQUE
1844 Lincoln Blvd., SM

(310) 396-4036
www.kathmanduimports.net

Services

Therapy
CLSS - Compassionate Counseling

COMPASSIONATE
COUNSELING
A safe place to make changes.

Life Transitions
Stress

Relationships
Self-Esteem 

Unresolved Grief

Free Consultation
Laurie Levine, MFT (MFC 23031)

Santa Monica/SFV

(310) 284-3699
Transportation

YOU SHOULD call: 
Taxi! Taxi!
24 hours a day, 7 days per week in
Santa Monica
Limousine rides at taxi rates
(310) 828-223324 hours a day

7 Days per Week in Santa Monica
All Mercedes Taxi Service!

10% off meter
with mention of Ad

Please call:

828-2233
Computer Services

CERTIFIED MAC Tech. 
Affordable Repair/ Support/
Consulting/ Tutoring. (310) 980-
9254, 
macninjas@mac.com

CLSS - Call Us First
CALL US FIRST
PC/Laptop
Sales &
Service

We set up
remote offices,
DSL,Internet
& Wireless.

Computer cleanup our specialty
- viruses & spyware

Home or office.

Call us LAST
Amicus Technology
(310) 670-4962

CLSS - thenerdsquad.net

NEW COMPUTER? Call a tutor.
Consultant will set up, train, and
repair. (310) 559-7635

RUN YOUR DBAs IN THE DAILY PRESS FOR ONLY $60.
INCLUDES RECEIPT AND PROOF OF PUBLICATION. CALL US TODAY @ (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737
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Pacwest Mortgage

2212 Lincoln Blvd., Santa Monica, CA
310-392-9223 1-888-FOR-LOAN (367-5626)

VERY
AGGRESSIVE

RATES

30 year fixed 6.25%
10 year/1 arm 5.75%

7 year/1 arm 5.625%

5 year/1 arm 5.5%**

3 year/1 arm 5.5%**

1 year/1 arm 5.375%

6 mos./6 mo. arm 3.375%

1 mo./1 mo.arm 1.0%***

* Rates subject  to change

* As of Dec 21, 2005

** Denotes an interest only loan

*** Denotes Neg Am

Real Estate

Pacific Ocean Properties Broker Rob Schultz, #01218743 Departement of Real Estate Phone - (916) 227–0864

PREMIER LISTINGS

7912 Osage
Westchester

$630,000

Build 2 Townhouses
Plans and permits 3448 Maplewood Ave., Los Angeles

2432 21st St., Santa Monica

7250 W. 82nd St., Playa del Rey

4238 Manhatten Beach Blvd., Lawndale

3230 W. 43rd Pl., Los Angeles

Venice Canals

$1,825,000

New
Listing!
$1,999,000

124-126 Fowling
Ocean View Duplex

Playa del Rey
$1,489,000

6644 Vista Del Mar
Playa del Rey

$1,600,000

5600 W. 79th Street
Westchester

$619,000

1458 Princeton St.
Santa Monica

$1,899,000

Recent Transactions

SOLDSOLD

SOLDSOLD

SOLDSOLD

SOLDSOLD

SOLDSOLD

Pacific Ocean Properties
2212 Lincoln Boulevard, Santa Monica 310.392.9223

TIME FOR A 30
YEAR FIXED?

Rates as low as 6%

New conforming loan amounts:
One unit $417,000, Two units $533,850, Three units $645,300, 4 units $801,950

Rob Schultz
Broker

Licensed California Broker #01381120

IN ESCROWIN ESCROWIN ESCROW

Photo
Unavailable 8314 Blewott Ave., North Hills

420 Manhatten Beach Blvd.
Photo

Unavailable

1815 W. Holme #5, Westwood

2519 4th St. #9, Santa Monica


