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SM election process
will go to voters

County officials confirm
group has enough
signatures for ballot

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

It was confirmed last week that Santa
Monica voters will be able to change the
way people are elected into office, if they
so choose.

Los Angeles County officially
announced that “Voters Election Reform
Initiative for a True Accountability
System,” also known as VERITAS, has
collected the necessary 9,000 signatures in
its attempt to change the city’s election

Cops out in full force

They 're looking for
drunks behind the wheel

By Daily Press staff

More local cops will be out patrolling
the streets in the next several days in an
attempt to crack down on drunk driving.

As part of its annual holiday campaign
against drunk driving, the beefed up
enforcement started over the Thanksgiving
weekend with a sobriety checkpoint at
Sixth Street and Santa Monica Boulevard.
Police stopped 606 motorists — two were
arrested — one for driving under the influ-

charter. The change would allow citizens
to vote for their own mayor and one coun-
cil member from their respective neigh-
borhoods. The group submitted 13,000
signatures, but just more than 9,000 were
actually legal.

But some city council representatives
think deceptive tactics were used to gather
the signatures and not all the information
was presented to those who signed the ini-
tiative to get it on the ballot next year.

“Gathering signatures is not that hard,”
said Santa Monica City Councilwoman
Pam O’Connor.

The current law allows the mayor to be
elected by the seven city council mem-
bers. City council candidates run at-large
throughout the eight square miles of Santa

See ELECTION, page 3

ence and the other for giving false infor-
mation to a police officer. Three more
checkpoints were to occur during
December.

But for the upcoming week, saturation
patrol is the Santa Monica Police
Department’s primary focus. The holiday
season typically is one of the highest peri-
ods of alcohol-related traffic deaths and
the department is trying to avoid as many
tragedies as possible this year.

Last year, an estimated 16,653 people
were killed across the country in alcohol-
related crashes, which represents nearly 40

See DRIVING, page 3

Children anxiously await their turn on the climbing wall at Santa Monica’s
Pacific Park Thursday afternoon, while Brian Moreno challenges his skills.
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Man wins $500

By the Associated Press

odd-gift contest

By the Associated Press

ONTARIO, Calif. — Michael Ackerman won a $500
odd-gift contest through the process of elimination.

The Diamond Bar man on Wednesday won the Ontario
Mills mall’s “What Were They Thinking?” contest for the
wackiest Christmas gift. Ackerman’s winning entry: a
portable urinal for computer addicts unwilling to leave
their seats.

See CONTEST, page 3

PETALUMA, Calif. — Authorities found the wreck-
age of a small plane Thursday morning that broke from its
moorings at a rural Sonoma County airstrip and took off,
minus a pilot.

A California Highway Patrol plane spotted the man-
gled plane near the dam at Lake Berryessa in Napa
County. There was no sign of fire.

No one was sure how the Aeronca Champion, a small
two-seat plane from the 1950s, took off unmanned
Wednesday afternoon. CHP officials said it flew 20 to 25
miles before it crashed in a remote area.

The owner, Paul Clary III, of San Rafael, “was work-
ing on the engine, I guess, and it got away from him,” said

Unmanned plane takes tlight

Sonoma County sheriff’s spokesman Phil Coughlin.

Deputies said helicopters searched for the wreckage
until darkness fell Wednesday and picked up a transpon-
der signal about 4 miles east of Petaluma.

The plane had less than 15 gallons of fuel, according
to the Federal Aviation Administration.

Coughlin said the plane lifted off from a small farm
airstrip in the county’s southwest around 4:30 p.m.

“Luckily in Sonoma County there are a lot of wide-
open areas,” said sheriff’s Lt. Rich Sweeting. “Most of
the acreage in Sonoma County is not populated.”

The plane is notorious for flying around with nobody
at the controls.

See PLANE, page 3
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Looking for the
Daily Press?

The Santa Monica Daily Press is a free newspaper that is
circulated throughout all six commercial zones
within the Santa Monica city limits.

Hundreds of copies can be found in
news racks at these local businesses:

Pico Blvd. Locations:

» Lowest Liquor

* Fosters Freeze

» Subway

» Lazey Daisey

* Chevron

« Jiffty Lube

* Tom’s #1 Family Restaurant
* Yoshinoya Beef Bowl
 Santa Monica Car Wash
* Sunset Liquor

* Yum Yum Donuts

» Weinerschnitzel

» Kentucky Fried Chicken
» Eddie’s Liquor

* Discount Tire

This is not a complete list.
You can find more copies in these areas:

¢ Montana Avenue Commercial Zone

¢ Santa Monica Boulevard

e the Downtown Commercial Core
(including Third Street Promenade)

¢ Wilshire Boulevard

¢ Lincoln Commercial District.

* Major Hotels on Ocean Avenue

 Retail businesses on the Boardwalk

and Santa Monica Pier districts
¢ Commercial zones on Pico and Ocean Park Boulevard

If you are interested in becoming a distribution point (it’s free and gives your customers
Just one more reason to come in), please call 310-458-PRESS (7737) x 104
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Aquarius, treat yourself well!

JACQUELINE BIGAR'S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you'll have:

([ -Dynamic [ -Positive [T
@ ARIES (March 21-April 19)

[ Your mood swings from depressed to angry.
True to your sign, you most likely feel more comfort-
able yelling and screaming than internalizing your feel-
ings. Don’t worry, you won’t get any ulcers this way —
although you might give ulcers! Tonight: Burn off steam
doing errands, dancing or some other physical activity.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

[  You could be quite disconcerted by someone and
his or her decisions. You also might be affected by past
emotions in a financial situation. How you tell someone
you have had enough could jolt this person. Sometimes
everyone needs to establish limits. Tonight: First take
care of your budget.

@ GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

O You might be more serious than you realize. You
also might not be up for tolerating someone’s disruption
or uproar. You clearly let someone know you have had
enough! What starts as a disagreement could wind up in
a power play, whether you want it to or not. Tonight:
Chill out.

@ CANCER (June 21-July 22)

[J Take your time with someone in your life. You might
have to change plans. An in-law or relative could be the
source of the problem. Don’t let a situation become a
runaway train if you can help it. You easily could be
overwhelmed. Tonight: Hide out.

) LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

O You might have a difficult time maintaining your
sunny ways right now. Review a problem with detach-
ment, or you could find yourself in the middle of the
“War of the Roses.” Avoid control games of all sorts. Be
honest with yourself. Tonight: Let off steam with
friends.

@ VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

[M Tension could build with superiors as well as with
family members. You might be right that you cannot
juggle demands simultaneously. Still, give it a shot,
because in the long run, it might be important to know
that you tried. Someone could be angry. Tonight: In
the limelight.

-Average [ -So-so U-Difficult

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

iy Your diplomatic skills are in demand and are
desperately needed. Flow with a change of plans, eye-
ing all that you can do, as opposed to all that you can-
not do. Go off and get some exercise, or take a walk.
Reduce stress. Tonight: Make merry with your friends.

@SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

[  After recent money struggles, you could wind up
making a resolution to change what goes on financially
in 2002. With creativity you might be able to change
your direction. Be careful with a loved one, be it a child,
lover or potential suitor. Tempers flare. Tonight: Listen
to someone; say little.

@SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

M Play it low-key as others fire up. Perhaps recent
stress has been too much for everyone. Be honest with
yourself. Aren’t you a bit saturated? Focus on your
work rather than on the negatives. Take some time to
decide what New Year’s resolution would be signifi-
cant. Tonight: Go along with someone.

@CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

M Much of what spouts out of others’ mouths proves
to be significant, giving you a lot of insight. Don’t get
involved in power struggles or in someone else’s bad
mood. Also, decide not to take what others say person-
ally. Focus on your work. Clear out extra paperwork.
Tonight: Squeeze in some much-needed R&R.

I¥/ AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

D You inadvertently find yourself struggling
between two different people or factors in your life. You
can’t win, because you’re between a rock and a hard
place. You might opt to go off on a spending spree to
alleviate some of the tension. Tonight: Treat yourself
well, as long as you’re going overboard!

5 PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

M You might not be sure why you are angry.
However, you do need to vent and clear out your frus-
tration. Be careful with a boss or someone in charge.
Be clear as to what is getting to you. Don’t smack the
cat when you would like to scream at your lover.
Tonight: Vanish.

Today ... Mostly cloudy with a high 64°F. Wi

Tomorrow ... Mostly cloudy

Tonight ... Mostly cloudy with a low of 49°F. Winds from the southwest at 2mph.
High—63°F

nds from the south southwest at 6mph.

Low—49°F

P4 QUOTE of the DAY

“It is a scandal that t
a half home

— Mike Dukakis, meaning to say “two and a half million”

here are two and
less people in America.”
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Special election may
g0 to VERITAS

ELECTION, from page 1

Monica’s city limits.

The system, which has been in place
for more than 60 years here, works just
fine for a city of 84,000 people, accord-
ing to O’Connor. She’s afraid politics in
Santa Monica would become too discon-
nected if council members were elected
by districts.

“I think it would result in the balka-
nization of Santa Monica,” she said. “It
would start pitting district against dis-
trict.”

She also thinks it would create career
politicians for the mayor’s seat.

“I think it would institutionalize the
position of the mayor in a political fash-
ion,” she said.

But Paul DeSantis, who helped spear-
head the VERITAS effort, thinks Santa
Monica’s election process makes it unat-
tainable for the average person to run for
office and it is not a representative gov-
ernment. Currently, it allows for slate-
financed campaigns dominated by huge
special interest money, he said. What’s
more, if people could vote for their
mayor, it “politically legitimizes” the
position, DeSantis said.

“This would reduce the power slates,”
he said. “The only criterion is loyalty to
the slate. The supporters of VERITAS, on
the other hand, believe in ‘meritocracy.’”

The VERITAS initiative would give

citizens a direct line to City Hall by elect-
ing one representative from each district,
making their politicians accountable to
those who elected them, supporters
argue.

“People should be elected not because
they have a loyalty bought and paid for
by organizations that are essentially
political machines but because of their
merit demonstrated in face to face rela-
tionships with their neighbors,” DeSantis
said. “Sadly, instead of an open political
process we have degenerated into gov-
ernment by lawsuit, confrontation and
polarization. Santa Monica’s economy
has suffered as long established business
loyal to our community have been
pushed out and new ones are reluctant to
locate here.”

VERITAS hopes to have a special
election for the initiative in the early part
of next year, however costly it may be.

“If this was about dog leashes, that
would not be an appropriate measure,”
DeSantis said. “But you have 9,000 peo-
ple signing a petition for an election and
that’s serious.”

O’Connor would rather see the initia-
tive come during the regular November
election.

“I’'m somewhat of a fiscal conserva-
tive,” she said. “I want to get the most
bang for your buck and the cost of a spe-
cial election is high.”

Police search for drunk
drivers during the holidays

DRIVING, from page 1

percent of all traffic fatalities. More than
1,000 of those deaths were in California
and three of them were in Santa Monica.

“It’s our goal to make this holiday sea-
son one of the safest seasons ever for
those visiting and shopping in Santa
Monica,” said SMPD Chief James Butts.

Mothers Against Drunk Driving
believe sobriety checkpoints are one of
the most effective ways to detect and

deter drunk drivers.

“Our roadways must be free from the
threat of alcohol-impaired drivers,” said
Tina Pasco, executive director of MADD,
Los Angeles. “Highly publicized sobriety
checkpoints alert motorists to stay off the
roads or designate a non-drinking driver
to avoid a drunk driving arrest.”

Public opinion polls show support for
sobriety checkpoints and studies show a
reduction in alcohol-impaired driving
where checkpoints have been used.

Senior citizens identification
program launched by SMPD

By Daily Press staff

The Santa Monica Police Department has created an identification program that will

help track lost senior citizens.

The police department plans to set up a database of senior citizens that will have all

A young couple cuddles in Palisades Park as they overlook the ocean horizon

as the sun sets.
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relative information about them like their address, as well as a photo. The registry will
be confidential and will only be used by Santa Monica police officers to search for
characteristics that match those of the lost person. Police say the registry will reduce
the amount of time it takes to identify a person and notify his or her caregiver.

“From time to time, our officers are called upon to assist lost senior citizens,” said
SMPD Chief James Butts. “Often these individuals are disoriented and unable to
remember their names or where they live. They sometimes experience a long wait
while the officers try to identify and return them to safety and comfort of their home.”

Last year, the city of Santa Monica received grant funding from the Bureau of
Justice Assistance, a division of the U.S. Department of Justice. The city council has
earmarked a portion of that funding for the automated personal identification registry.

If anyone would like to be registered in the identification program, contact Sharon
De Cruz at 458-8451 or e-mail her at sharon-de-cruz(@santa-monica.org.

Champions known for
taking off on their own

PLANE, from page 1

In 1997, a Champion took off without a
pilot in rural Ohio and flew for 90 minutes
before crashing into a bean field.

In 1990, a Champion taxied in circles
on the ground at a small Florida airport
with the pilot hanging on to the door. He
jumped free and the plane crashed into a
soda machine.

In 1987, the same model got away from
its pilot and flew by itself for 65 miles over
rural New York before slamming into a
tree.

Experts said the plane is prone to such
behavior because of an old-fashioned start-
ing system which requires the pilot to open
the throttle and then climb out to crank the
propeller to get the engine running.

Earthquake victims have a
week to stake their claims

By the Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Insurance policy
holders who were victims of the 1994
Northridge earthquake have until Dec. 31
to reopen claims.

Under state law, policy holders who
did not receive adequate compensation
for property damage were given another
chance to have their claims reviewed
despite the one-year statute of limitation
on their quake policies.

“Many property owners found earth-
quake-related damage after the original
claims period had expired. SB 1899 was
signed into law to assist those that were
denied benefits under their policy,” attor-

ney Brian Kabateck, who helped draft the
bill that took effect in January 2001, said
Thursday.

The bill grew out of a probe of settle-
ments negotiated by former insurance
commissioner Chuck Quackenbush with

insurance companies. Quackenbush
resigned in July 2000 and is still under
investigation.

Under the bill, policy holders who con-
tacted their insurance company before
Jan. 1, 2000, about possible damage can
re-open a claim. Those who received an
attorney-aided settlement or court settle-
ment cannot refile.

“Policy holders must act now before
it’s too late,” Kabateck said.

Urinal for those who don’t
want to ‘get up’ gets the prize

CONTEST, from page 1

Ackerman was relieved to give up the
odd present, which was donated to the
Salvation Army along with other entries.
Ackerman got the present in an office gift
exchange.

“I think I can kind of stagger to the bath-
room,” he said. “I don’t know who can use
it or how, but someone will.”

The Wednesday morning contest includ-
ed other unusual gifts: A sweat shirt made
from recycled lint, multicolored slippers

and an ornate candy bowl. Fontana resident
Heather Jensen won $250 for her second-
place entry, a talking picture frame from her
cousin.

She wasn’t upset about placing second
behind Ackerman.

“That was the worst,” she said of the uri-
nal. “He deserves that (money).”

Mall spokeswoman Sue Palacios was
philosophical about the portable urinal.

“One man’s junk is another man’s treas-
ure,” she said.
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Yahoo wins bidding war
for HotJobs.com takeover

BY BRIAN BERGSTEIN

AP Business Writer

SAN JOSE, Calif. — Yahoo! Inc. agreed to take over Internet career site
HotJobs.com for $436 million Thursday after the owner of rival Monster.com decided
not to sweeten its 6-month-old offer for HotJobs.

Yahoo had made an unsolicited bid for HotJobs two weeks ago in hopes of wresting
the No. 2 help-wanted site away from No. 1 Monster, which is owned by TMP
Worldwide Inc. of New York.

Analysts had expected a bidding war between TMP and Yahoo, but TMP said
Thursday it would not raise its bid.

“We are very pleased to be joining Yahoo

—DIMITRI BOYLAN
Chief executive, Hotjobs.com

“We are very pleased to be joining Yahoo,” said HotJobs’ chief executive, Dimitri
Boylan.

With revenue expected to be down 37 percent this year, Yahoo is hunting for new
ways of making money beyond advertising. HotJobs charges employers and recruiters
to post job openings and to access its database of resumes.

HotJobs’ database of 5 million resumes trails Monster.com’s 14 million, and
HotJobs lost $21.2 million in the first nine months of the year.

But Yahoo believes HotJobs is in good position to take advantage of the expected
surge in online job postings and recruitment as the economy recovers. Analysts expect
HotJobs’ revenue to rise 12 percent next year.

HotJobs stock was down 29 cents to $10.38 in afternoon trading on the Nasdaq
Stock Market. Yahoo was up 31 cents at $17.82, and TMP was up $2.10 at $43.98.

Statistics report says dot-com
death toll doubled in 2001

BY MICHAEL LIEDTKE

AP Business Writer

SAN FRANCISCO — The dot-com
death toll doubled this year, with at least
537 Internet companies either going out
of business or seeking refuge in bankrupt-
cy court, according to statistics released
Thursday.

This year’s casualties joined 225 dot-
coms that perished during 2000, said
Webmergers.com, a San Francisco-based
deal maker that has tracked the rise and
fall of the Internet economy.

“To say that the decline in shutdowns
is because there are no dot-coms left is a
bit like saying a decline in rabies rates is
due to the fact that all the dogs are dead,”
Webmergers said in its analysis.

The dot-com wipeout triggered a tidal
wave of layoffs, including cuts made by
Internet companies trying to weather the
storm by pruning expenses.

Through November, dot-com compa-
nies had announced 98,522 layoffs, more
than doubling the 41,515 firings made in
2000, according to Challenger, Gray &
Christmas Inc., a job-locating firm in

“To say that the decline in shutdowns is
because there are no dot-coms left is a bit like
saying a decline in rabies rates is due to the
fact that all the dogs are dead”

Webmergers.com

But the worst may be over.

Only 21 Internet companies have failed
in each of the past two months, the lowest
mortality rate since 10 dot-coms failed in
August 2000.

The recent dropoff has prompted some
observers to conclude that most dot-coms
have already been wiped out, but
Webmergers said that perception is
wrong.

The site estimates that 7,000 to 10,000
Internet companies remain in operation.
That means the financial devastation of
the past two years claimed no more than
10 percent of the sector, leaving behind a
stronger — and possibly wiser — group
of survivors.

Chicago. The firm plans to announce
year-end totals Monday.

Dot-com layoffs also are tapering off.
In November, Internet companies
announced 2,901 job cuts, down dramati-
cally from the peak of 17,554 layoffs
announced in April.

California, home to the technology-
rich Silicon Valley, sustained the most
dot-com damage. Since January 2000,
227 Internet companies based in
California have closed or filed for bank-
ruptcy, accounting for 30 percent of the
nationwide total during that period,
Webmergers said. New York, home to
Silicon Alley, ranked next with 75 dot-
com failures during the past two years.
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India and Pakistan
o0 at it tit-for-tat

BY NEELESH MISRA

Associated Press Writer

NEW DELHI, India — With their
armies facing each other along the border,
India and Pakistan jabbed diplomatically
Thursday, ordering half of each other’s
embassy staffs sent home and banning
overflights by each other’s national air-
lines.

The tit-for-tat sanctions in a confronta-
tion set off by a suicide attack on India’s
Parliament were the worst since the last
India-Pakistan war in 1971. Both govern-
ments said they want peace, but stressed
they are prepared to fight.

“There is no measuring scale that we
have to say how near or how far we are to
war,” Indian Foreign Minister Jaswant
Singh told reporters as he announced the
latest sanctions on Pakistan. “T will just
say this: Don’t worry. We are ready.”

In Pakistan, a spokesman for President
Gen. Pervez Musharraf’s military govern-
ment offered similar sentiments “We have
the capacity to react and retaliate in all
conceivable ways,” said Gen. Rashid
Quereshi.

China, which neighbors both nations,
said Thursday that it was “deeply wor-
ried” by the escalating tensions between
the two nuclear-armed antagonists and
called for “dialogue and consultations” to
keep stability.

In Washington, the Bush administra-
tion urged the leaders of the two countries
to come to an understanding at a South
Asia summit next week in Nepal. “They
need to resolve their differences through
dialogue,” said Philip Reeker, a State
Department spokesman.

India’s government has accused
Pakistan of responsibility for the Dec. 13
attack on the Parliament compound in
New Delhi, in which nine Indians and five
attackers died. Pakistan denies having
anything to do with the raid.

India has imposed a series of diplomat-
ic and economic sanctions to reinforce its
demands that Pakistan move against two
militant Islamic groups that help seces-
sionist Muslims fighting in India’s
Jammu-Kashmir state.

With tensions rising, both countries
have been moving military forces into
border regions. There was no indication
that either side had deployed nuclear
weapons, which both are believed to keep
stored unassembled.

Heavy skirmishing with guns and
artillery have been reported along the
frontier, but Pakistani authorities said the

dividing line was quiet Thursday.

India’s foreign minister said the airline
and embassy sanctions announced
Thursday were necessary because India’s
concerns over terrorism “have not been
fully grasped in Pakistan.”

A Pakistani spokesman decried the
move, but said the regime in Islamabad
had to respond in kind.

“Our desire is that the matter should be
resolved through talks, but these Indian
steps will further complicate the situation.
Therefore, we are taking reciprocal

steps,” said Aziz Ahmed Khan,
spokesman for Pakistan’s Foreign
Ministry.

The airline ban takes effect Jan. 1. That
is the same day that India previously set
for shutting off train and bus service
between the two countries.

India is also hoping for international
pressure on Pakistan, such as the United
States labeling as terrorist organizations
the two militant groups — Lashkar-e-
Tayyaba and Jaish-e-Mohammed — that
India blames for the Parliament attack.

Pakistan said this week it had frozen
the two groups’ bank accounts and briefly
detained the leader of Jaish and some of
his followers.

Singh, the Indian foreign minister, said
in a nationally televised news conference
Thursday that Pakistan’s actions were
intended to “dupe the international com-
munity.” He noted the arrested Jaish
leader was quickly freed and the asset
freeze was announced days in advance,
which would give the groups time to
empty their accounts.

India wants Pakistan to put the groups
out of business, shut their training camps
closed, ban their recruitment and use
troops to block militants from crossing
into Jammu-Kashmir.

Pakistan denies providing any material
support for militant Islamic groups, but
calls their members “freedom fighters”
for participating in the 12-year-old insur-
gency in Jammu-Kashmir. Human rights
groups say more than 60,000 people have
died during the rebellion in Kashmir,
which has been the focus of two of the
three wars India and Pakistan have fought
since 1947.

Pakistan has been urging India to
engage in talks, indicating Musharraf
would be willing to sit down with Indian
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee at
the South Asia summit.

India has rejected any meeting between
the two leaders at the summit.

Associated Press

In this image made from video, first broadcast by the Qatar-based televi-
sion station Al-Jazeera on Wednesday, Osama Bin Laden speaks from an
undisclosed location at an undisclosed time. His statements indicates he
was speaking in recent weeks. Writing at bottom center reads “Osama bin
Laden condemns/accuses the West of hating the religion of Islam and the
Muslims.” At top right is “Exclusive to Al-Jazeera” At bottom left is the
name of the news program “Events of Today.”

Bin Laden urges strikes
on U.S. economy to
bring down the nation

BY TAREK ISSAWI

Associated Press Writer

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates —
The world’s most wanted man, Osama
bin Laden, appeared in a videotape
Thursday, calling for the destruction of
the U.S. economy as the surest way to
bring down America.

Looking gaunt but smiling occasion-
ally, the terrorist leader appeared in front
of a brown cloth, dressed in military
fatigues. Though thinner than in past
tapes, his voice was strong and clear. He
spoke deliberately, often leaning into the
camera.

“I concentrate on the importance of
continuing holy war actions against
America, militarily and economically,
and America is retreating with God’s
help,” he said in a videotape sent anony-
mously by air courier from Pakistan to
Qatar-based Al-Jazeera television,
which aired it in full Thursday night.

“This economic hemorrhaging con-
tinues until today, but requires more
blows. And the youth should try to find

the joints of the American economy and
hit the enemy in these joints, with God’s
permission.”

In an apparent appeal to Muslim
youths, bin Laden repeatedly referred to
the 19 hijackers who carried out the
Sept. 11 attacks on the World Trade
Center and the Pentagon as martyrs. He
said they “struck deep in the heart of
America’s economy.”

The tape has raised new questions
about where bin Laden is or if he is
alive. A spokesman for Afghanistan’s
new defense ministry said bin Laden
was in a border area of Pakistan. Other
Afghan officials said his whereabouts
were unknown.

In  Washington, U.S. Defense
Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld said
experts would examine the tape for any
valuable intelligence information on bin
Laden. He admitted the United States
did not know where the al-Qaida leader
was. “We hear six, seven, eight, 10, 12
conflicting reports every day” on bin
Laden’s location, he said.

DOT wants airlines to report reasons for tlight delays

By the Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Regulations proposed Thursday
would require the nation’s largest airlines to tell the
Transportation Department why their flights were late.

The airlines already track the flights that arrive at least
15 minutes behind schedule and report that information
to DOT. The proposed regulations also would require the
airlines to disclose why the flights were delayed.

Airlines are flying fewer flights since the Sept. 11 ter-
rorist attacks, but more of them are arriving on time.

DOT reported that 84.8 percent of airline flights
arrived within 15 minutes of their scheduled time in
October, the highest percentage since September 1997,
when planes had an 85 percent on-time record.

“On-time performance has improved in 2001 but the
operators of the nation’s aviation system must have infor-
mation on the actual causes of delays and cancellations to
reduce the problem in coming years when air traffic is
likely to resume its rapid growth,” said the director of
DOT’s Bureau of Transportation Statistics, Ashish Sen.

The DOT is seeking comments on the proposal for

60 days.

Under the proposal, delays would fall into one of three
categories: airline problems, such as cleaning, damage,
or waiting for connecting passengers or crew; weather;
and operational delays, such as airline security, too many
flights trying to land at the same time, or air traffic con-
trol problems.

The nation’s 11 biggest airlines would be required to
supply the information. Smaller airlines, which do not
have to report flight delays to the DOT, would be exempt
from the proposed rules.
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NVEwS OF THE WEIRD | GET NOTICED!

ADVERTISE!

Brothels on the fast track 100% ORGANIC NEWS ...

by Chuck Shepard

PICKED FRESH DAILY.

* To resolve a problem unknown in American governments, state authorities in Queensland, / /
Australia, decided in October that local bureaucrats were taking too much time to process §am monm Dcu[? Joress
applications to open legal brothels and thus decided to adopt a fast-track program to jump-
start the industry. The state government announced it would appoint an independent official
to get more brothels up and operating, thus stymieing town officials who are opposed to hav- 310.458.7737
ing them in their neighborhoods. Fax: 310.576.9913
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CLASSIFIEDS

Employment _J|__Employment

ADMIN ASSISTANT to Presi-
dent. Small investment compa-
ny. Requires MS/word,Excel,
AOL, 50-60 wpm., 3-5 years ex-
perience, phones, investor rela-
tions, travel arrangements. Fax
resume (310)827-5541

ANIMAL LOVER Mobile groom-
ing. Looking for a fit, energetic,
individual w/ good people skills,
who loves working with animals.
Exp. not nec, training provided.
Attractive package. Vehicle
provided. Call (310)266-6076

ESTHETICIAN/MASSAGE
ROOM available in busy hair
and skin salon. Credit card
processing, parking, great envi-
ronment w/ fun people. Call
Peter or just drop by 13114
Washington Blvd., MDR
(310)383-0357

FACILITY MANAGER Small
west side school seeks organ-
ized, motivated manager to su-
pervise crew. Exp. preferred.
32+hours/wk. AM’s  Mon-Fri,
some flexibility, call (310)451-
5657

FINISH CARPENTERS Experi-
ence in fine custom residential
required, 3yrs minimum. Must
have references & tools.
Call(310)822-0685, fax ref. to
(310) 822-0785

FLORAL DESIGNER needed
for flower shop in Century City.
Please call (310)785-0669
GENERAL OFFICE Assistant
for busy Marina Del Rey travel
office. Microsoft Word, Excel.
Contact: Billy (310)823-7979

HAIR STYLIST, ESTHETICIAN
& RECEPTIONIST wanted for
Campus Cuts salon at UCLA. 2
positions open. Stylist Minimun
2 years experience. (310)206-
4770

JIFFY LUBE
Customer Service
Join the best and be part of the
J-Team. FI/T, P/T & Flex.
hours. Santa Monica location.
Retail cashier/calculator exper
w/ computer knowledge helpful.
Valid Calif. DL/English required.
Competitive wages
w/health/dental/401k & vacation
benefits. Must pass
physical/drug exam. EOE
(562)806-4948

MANICURIST FOR Busy Santa
Monica Salon. Full-time, com-
mission or rented. Open 9am-
8pm. (310)450-8669

MANICURIST FOR busy up-
scale Brentwood Salon. Lots of
walk-ins. Can build very quickly
full time rent or commission call
(310)471-5555

MEDICAL ASSISTANT part-
time dermatology office. Marina
Del Rey (310)821-0861

MEDICAL BACK OFC Family
Practice in Santa Monica. Ex-
perience necessary. Fax re-
sume to (310)395-2063

RECEPTIONIST FOR busy up-

scale Brentwood Salon. Full-
time, Tues. - Sat. Position
starts  January 1 2002.

(310)471-5555

NIGHT MANAGER needed for
Santa Monica Restaurant. Ex-
perience a must. Please fax re-
sume to (310)393-6840

PARALEGAL W/3 years or
more experience; self-starter,
assertive and organized; able to
handle heavy client contact;
suitable writing skills required;
Pl experience necessary; medi-
cal record review exp,; bilingual
Spanish a plus. Please email
resume to kgallo@biren.com

RETIRE IN two years with a six
figure residual income. Part
Time and Full Time. (888)412-
6921

REWARDING  SALES CA-
REER. Int'l firm with 16 years
success track record seeks ex-
perienced business person M/F
to sponsor & coach clients on
maximizing & protecting wealth.
Comprehensive training & sup-
port. Call  Mr. Kenedy
(800)600-5149

THE SANTA Monica Daily
Press is looking for Advertising
Account Executives. Print ad-
vertising and consultave/solu-
tion based selling experience a
plus. Email resume and cover
letter to Ross at
ross@smdp.com

UPSCALE MONTANA Ave. sal-
on has 2 stations available for
rental. $300 / week with sham-
poo assistant. (310)451-3710

ADULT 3 wheel bicycle. One
year old and had been ridden
12-15 hours. (310)450-2395

SONY VAIO R505JSlaptop.
850 MHz, 30G, CDRW/DVD,
256 MB RAM, 10/100, Windows
XP, 12.1" Active Matrix screen.
Super thin, super light and su-
per fast! $2000 (orig. $2496).
Chris (310)821-5611

20" CAL: Good condition. Com-
pletely stock. Xtra Geona sail.
Motor. Incl. cust. trailer. $1900
(310)391-4051

24’ |ISLANDER ‘66: 6hp Evin-
rude, 6-gal metal tank, radio,
galley, sleeps 4 $1990 obo
(310)645-3104

27BAYLINER  BUCCANEER
Great live-aboard, very spa-
cious, aft cabin MUST SELL!
$5950 obo. (310)417-4141

- ALBANIA -

If Albanian is your native
tongue and you have time to
teach two elderly people a little
of that language, Please call
(310)450-2395.

HOUSE SITTING position want-
ed. Santa Monica. Westside.
Will water lawn and plants.
Feed and walk pets. Collect
mail and newspapers. Maintain
household. Compensation flex-
ible. Contact Elliot (310)661-
9155

27" CATALINA, Immac liva-
boad/Cruiser. Many xtras.
MdR slip. $6900 obo (310)892-
4616

FURNISHED BEACH front stu-
dios from $3350/mo. 1 bed-
rooms from $4000/mo.
(310)917-1398

LADERA HEIGHTS: Single
4820 Slauson Ave. #1 Stove,
carpet, blinds, laundry, parking,
no pets. $500 & up Call 323-
298-0221

MAR VISTA: Single 12746 Pa-
cific Ave. #4 Stove, frig, D/W,
A/C, carpet, blinds, laundry, in-
tercom-entry, parking, no pets.
$700 Call 310-578-7512

MARINA DEL REY 2 bd 2 ba
condominium on the Waterfront.
Big views. $2025/month. Pool,
Jacuzzi, very desirable.
(310)718-3012

MDR LUXURY Silver Strand
Ocean view, Lrg 2bdr, 2ba.
Frplc D/W, pool, A/C, tennis,
sauna, spa, sec, nr bch. $2300.
(310)306-0363

OFFICE SUBLET; 1, 2, or 3 of-
fices available. Great location
in Santa Monica starting @
$450.00/month. available imm-
ed. Steve (310)392-6100

PDR MANITOBA West 2bdr +
loft Condo. New crpt/paint.
Pool, spa, hot tub tennis, pad-
dle tennis, gym. Available now.
$1700mo Agt Sheila: (310)338-
1311

PDR: LUXURY Condo 2bd/2ba,
frplc, 2 balc, pools, jacuzzi, sau-
na, W/D in unit, racquet ball
courts, security parking, exer-
cise room, all appliances, 1
year lease $1750 (310)871-
7812

S.M.: 2+1, 3 blocks to beach.
Huge balcony, parkay floors,
Indry, prkg. Ocean view. $2100.
(310)399-1273

SANTA MONICA Ocean, pan-
oramic view, 1bd furn/unfurn
$1500 & $2100. Luxury furn 2
bd $3500. Prime loc., walk to
3rd St. Promenade & pier. Full
kitchen, assigned parking, se-
cured building, new appliances.
Call for appointment. (310)399-
3472

SANTA MONICA $2000/mo.
1844 Euclid, 2bd/lba home.
Eat-in kitchen, dining room, fire-
place, new floors throughout,
rear patio, front patio, front
yard, parking. (310)592-5346
Jeff

SANTA MONICA New, Archi-
tectural Tri-Level, 3bdrm, 3ba +
Study, Twnhse,  Skylights.
Gourmet granite kitchen. 12’
ceil., Scenic Roof Deck, spa,
gated parking, intercom access,
DSL. $2900/mo. (310)454-4210

SM $1800 2+2. Approxi-
mately 1100s.f. 2 car enclosed
gar. No. of Wilshire Bl. Walk to
Montana Shops. 2020 Wash-
ington Ave. Call: (310)395-1880

SM $1395 Spacious 2 Bdrm 1
Ba with prkg. New carpet. 501
Raymond Ave. (310)573-7452

SM $1400 Lg 2 bdrm 1 ba,
hrdwd fl, lots of closets, stove,
prkg, Idry rm Quiet area
(310)396-1644

SM: 3 bdrm live/lwork pent-
house apt. Amenities include
phone answering, reception,
state of the art conference
rooms & facilities, high-speed
(T1) Internet and wired comput-
er ports. Modern full kitchens &
baths. Two large terraces
w/ocean view. $3,000. For info
& appointmt: (310)-526-0315.
Weekends (310)-890-0310.

STUDIO SPACE FOR LEASE
avail 1500sf Santa Monica. AM,
Eves, Sun, for classes, work-
shops, meetings. E. Pico, Am-
ple Parking. Karen 310-396-
5990

TOWNHOUSE 2+2 1/2, parking
5 blocks from beach, Hdwd.
Floors, wash/dry, walk in clos-
ets, $2400 mo. 818-343-7826
or 818-259-6293

VENICE BEACH Lrg 1+1 apt.
Enclosed patio, 1/2 block to
beach. N/p wistv & refrig $1250
(310)641-1149

W. LOS ANGELES: 1+1 2471
Sawtelle Blvd. #103  Stove,
D/W, A/C, fireplace, blinds, car-
pet, laundry, intercom-entry,
gated parking, cat ok. $1050
Call 310-578-7512

WESTWOOD 1 Bed, 1 bath
$850 furnished / unfurnished,
bright, pool, drapes, carpet,
laundry rooms. Parking availa-
ble. 801 Levering (310)824-
0601

Commercial Lease

RESTAURANT SPACE for
lease. Office space for lease.
Santa Monica. 2204/2206 Lin-
coln. Jeff (310)452-0344

Vehicles for sale

1970 VW Bug in good condi-
tion, new floors, upholstery.
$1800 or best offer.  Call
(323)259-8500

96 VOLVO 850 turbo, teal blue
with tan interior 61,000 miles
(310)280-0840

VENICE HOUSE for rent
$1975. 3+1 Approx. 1000s.f.
Hrdwd & carpets. Remodeled
kitchen, pvt. garden. Very
clean. New appliances, inside
WI/D. 2477 Walnut Ave.

Call: (310)395-1880

VENICE/SM EXTRA large stu-
dio, swimming studio, 1 parking,
section Bldg, 2 blocks to the
beach. Must be disabled or se-
nior 62+. Avail furn or unfurn.
$1,145/mo. (310)261-2093

VENICE: $1350 1Bdr + 1Ba
Hdwd floors. W/D in unit. 1128
6th Ave. No pets. (310)399-
7235

Services

AT YOUR SERVICE!
Professional Personal Assis-
tant. Strong office skills. Great
references, reliable transporta-
tion. (310)452-4310

BUSINESS WRITER/MEDIA re-
lations specialist: offers 16
years experience in public rela-
tions and investor relations
available for short and long-ter
m assignments. Call Jane to-
day to implement strategy for
improved media coverage and
increased customer/investor in-
terest (310)452-4310

VENICE: $995, 1Bdrm & Sin-
gle $850. Stove, refrig, carpet,
laundry, utilities included, park-
ing, no pets. 501 N. Venice
Blvd. Call 9am to 7pm JKW
Properties 310-574-6767
VENICE: 2bdrm+2bath, park-
ing,1 block from beach, mini
bar, $1700 + sec. dep.
(310)305-9659

VENICE: DUPLEX 2+1 WI/D,
appliances, hardwood floors
$1700 2 blocks to Abbot Kin-
ney. N/P 627 San Juan Ave.
(310)399-7235

CHILD & ELDERLY CARE: Ex-
perienced Mature, female, veg-
etarian available immeadiately
for caregiving. Xlnt references.
Call Omanasa (310)314-8248

CHILD CARE: Mature, intelli-
gent, kind & compassionate.
Former nursery school experi-
ence. References available.
Audry Norris (310)854-2053

CHRISTMAS FAMILY POR-
TRAITS at your SM home or
our SM studio. Headshots for
performers. Beautiful samples
at  www.southern-exposure.tv
Great prices (310)260-1255

VENICE: Lrg 1+1 wigrt lite.
Huge closet, stove, W/D on site.
Off the canals. $1325
(310)305-8109

VENICE: 3+2, Lrg, sunny up-
per unit, 4 plex. French doors,
balcony, parking. $2100
(310)581-5379

VENICE: ON BOARDWALK
Sec. building. Clean 1bd/loft
bdrm+1.2 level balcony.
w/vu.frig, stv., D/W, Indry, gtd,
prkg. $1850. (310)823-6349

W. LA 2464 Barrington 3bdr,
3ba Lrg rooms, all appliances
included. Fireplace, marble
countertops, in unit W/D. Gated
parking elevator, intercom en-
try. $2195. OPEN DAILY. Mgr.
Call: (310)390-9401

W. LA: 2464 Barrington Ave.
4bd/4ba  Very Lrg unit, spa-
cious closets, marble counters,
stove, refrig, d/w, nu paint, frplc,
gtd prkg intercom entry, eleva-

tor. W/D in unit. Open daily.
$2695. Mgr. Call: (310)390-
9401

COMPUTER DOCTOR - Re-
pairs, Tutoring, Web Design,
Patient, Reliable. Russell
(310)709-7595

DESIGN DRAWINGS Interior-
Exterior. Drawings can help
you avoid costly mistakes &
better visualize your remodel
projects. 30 years experience.
References. (310)836-4797

ELDERLY CARE PROVIDER
Living in Santa Monica, immedi-
ately available for full or part
time work. References availa-
ble upon request. Please call
Lita (310)394-3197

The State-Of-The-Art
Videoconferencing Solution
Fixed 30 frames per second
Currently being used by; The
US Navy, Smithsonian Institu-
tion, the Mayors office in San
Diego and New York, The Uni-
fied School District of San Die-
go, Police and Fire Depart-
ments, Warner Brothers, CNN
and Turner Networks. Call to-
day: West Coast Video Phone

(310)392-0799

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTANT
available to come to your
home/business and help clean-
up, free-up and organize your fi-
nances. Professional services
included; Quicken / Quickbooks
set-up and management, estab-
lishing on-line banking services,
accounting, payroll, employee
benefits and other professional
matters. Flexible weekly /
monthly programs and excellent
references. Please call Roland.
(310)230-2341

FRIENDLY & SKILLED Com-
puter Support Services. Setup,
upgrade, internet connections &
networks. Home or Office,
Westide (310)663-3644. Rea-
sonable Rates.

GARDEN CONSULTANT Mov-
ing? Add thousands of $$$'s to
property value by enhancing
curb appeal. Let me help. Res-
onable rates & references.
Free Estimate. Mary Kay Gor-
don (310)264-0272

KNITTING LESSONS Yarn,
Supplies, Patterns, Finishing &
Design, STICH & ROW, Knitting
Arts Center, 15200 Sunset
Blvd., Suite 111, Pacific Pali-
sades (310)230-9902

PET STOPS WEST Boston's
Finest Daily and Vacation pet
sitting service for over a decade
comes to Santa Monica. Li-
censed, bonded, insured.
(310)264-7193

SPANISH TEACHER/TUTOR,
Santa Monica native speaker w/
M.A. from U. of MI Berlitz
trained. Convers/Grammer, all
levels/ages.  Fun.  Lissette
(310)260-1255

TENNIS LESSONS Learn the
game of tennis (effortlessly).
Have fun! Get in shape.
Group/private. Call Now! Intro
lesson free. Certified Instructor
(310)388-3722
TUTORING

K-12 academics, K-adult com-
puter, Learning Disabilities Spe-
cialist. Reasonable rates. Wise
Owl Education (310)209-9032

Health/Beauty

VIACREME FOR women
works! Developed and recom-
mended by gynecologists. Or-
der vc.com. (310)312-0662

MONICA LYNN DEVITO
05/01/56 Please call home im-
meadiatly.  Others with info
email: moniphome@aol.com

Lost & Found
F r

OUND - set of keys with silve
metal flower keychain. Found
at 601 California. Please call
(310)458-7737.

got j ank i
your E?HDI{Z@?

Sell it in tomorrow’s
Daily Press!

PBack A Day
Classifieds!
(310) 258-7237 ext. 101

JOIN THE CLASSIEST GIG IN TOWN!

With the classiest representative in town ...

Call Angela at the Santa Monica Daily Press and place your classified ad today!
310.458.7737 ext.101
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Santa Claus gets into fist fight

By the Associated Press

LEHIGH ACRES, Fla. — A man who took a swing
at a mystery man in a Santa suit discovered that Father
Christmas was up to the challenge, according to
authorities.

Jonathan Danzey, 20, is facing misdemeanor intoxi-
cation and criminal mischief charges after authorities
say he got into a fight with Santa on Saturday at a fast-
food restaurant 100 miles south of St. Petersburg.

“Santa Claus whipped his butt,” said Katherine
Phillips, who witnessed the fight.

“He won,” Danzey conceded. “He was stronger and
more sober.”

According to Lee County sheriff’s deputies, Danzey
saw Santa in a convertible and became belligerent
when Santa told him he had no gifts for him.

“I was in a bad mood,” Danzey told the Fort Myers
News-Press on Wednesday. “I started out joking
around with him. He said something, then I said some-
thing else and then I ended up hitting him.”

Santa fought back, ripping Danzey’s shirt and
knocking him to the ground, witnesses said.

Santa Claus left before deputies arrived, so his iden-
tity remains a mystery.

Lost ring turns up 53 years later

By the Associated Press

LUTZ, Fla. — The black velvet box that Helen
Swisshelm opened on Christmas Eve held the class

ring she lost 53 years earlier in the Hudson River.

“When 1 saw it, it looked like the day I first I
received it,” Swisshelm said.

She lost the gold and onyx ring in 1948, when she
was 17 and swimming with friends in the river. They
searched the silt and rocks for the ring for hours.

Swisshelm, now 70 and living north of Tampa,
received a call earlier this month from her alma mater,
the Academy of the Holy Names in Albany, N.Y. A man
had found a class ring from the school inscribed with
the her initials, H.M.D., and contacted the alumni asso-
ciation.

Ken Rohling, of New York, said he found the ring
with his metal detector. He returned it to Swisshelm in
time for the holidays.

Swisshelm, who taught music at the Academy of the
Holy Names in Tampa, said she plans to send Rohling
an award.

Cows stray away from home

By the Associated Press

EASTON, Pa. — Three cows that wandered off a
farm have been hoofing around suburban Easton for
about three months, defying efforts to bring them
home.

Williams Township Manager Jeff Marsh said the
township has gotten a few phone calls about roaming
cattle, but nobody has filed a formal complaint so far.
Officials are looking into the matter, he said.

“A couple of people called to say, ’I have cows in
my back yard at night,”” Marsh said. At least one resi-
dent reported not being able to back out of her drive-

way because cows were blocking it and refusing to
move.

Residents in the town of 2,800 said the animals have
not caused any damage.

Township officials are trying to figure out if the
owner is violating any laws. Marsh said the township is
advising people to call state police if the cattle damage
their property.

Shirley Cavallo, whose family owns the cows, said
the family is working to lure them back. She speculat-
ed that hunters knocked down a fence, allowing the
cattle to escape.

“The township is changing so much, they don’t
know where they belong,” she said of the cows.

Trail of candy leads to guilt

By the Associated Press

GAINESVILLE, Fla. — A trail of Skittles candy
wrappers led police to three children whom they
charged with breaking into a vending machine and rob-
bing a coin-operated laundry.

Police were called to Angel’s Coin Laundry Tuesday
to investigate a smashed window, $10 in missing quar-
ters and stolen candy from a vending machine, said
Gainesville Police Cpl. Keith Kameg.

Officer Tom Wright noticed the empty candy bags
and followed them to a nearby boy on his bike. The boy
admitted that he broke into the store with his brother
and a friend.

The three boys, ages 9, 12 and 14, were taken to the
Gainesville Juvenile Assessment Center.

YOUR OPINION MATTERS! send your letters to Santa Monica Daily Press: Attn. Editor

530 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 200 ¢ Santa Monica * 90401 ¢« sack@smdp.com

urtl; Bay

H A W A

bask in the Hawaiian sun

.. enjoy a Mai Tai or two or three

For A Perfect Apres Holiday
Warm Up, Why Not...

Resort

On Oahu’s Scenic North Shore
www.TurtleBayResort.com

.. play golf on 2 championship courses

... amassage in the shade of a coconut tree
... explore over 800 acres of tropical paradise
.. ride a horse by the ocean and through the jungle

.. pick up puka shells on 5 miles of beach
... watch the surfers from your own lanai
.. see the sun go down over the water

Call 800.203.3650
& ask for the “Santa Monica Special”.

J

Internet Connections

Starting at
$62.45/mo!

always on,
always _fast

“Since L/A Bridge installed
DSL at my home, I have
found the flexibility
to use the Internet in
a whole new way.”

—Bill Foster,
Apple Computer

each account includes:

e 24/7 Internet connection

e 7 days/week tech_support

e 6MB personal web space

e free local dial-up acct

e over 4000 worldwide dial-up
locations for laptop users who
travel. (a metered service).

X7

LABridsge
Internet

Sign-up online at LABridge.com or call 310.823.6416




