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EDGEMAR CENTER Just like a living tree, the
Edgemar shopping cart tree is growing and
spawning seedlings.

At 35 feet, this year’s tree is the tallest
ever, said the creator, Santa Monica artist
Anthony Schmitt.

He’s branched out to City of Hope
Hospital in Duarte, Calif. putting up a 30-
foot tree for their 100th anniversary.
Another one went up in the Bay Area. Even
Edgemar has a second smaller tree out on
the street to draw people in.

Sixteen years after he built the first shop-
ping cart tree, he still finds joy in setting it
up for the season. Now he’s got a team and a
system. Over the years his helpers have
gained what he calls their “shopping cart
legs,” likening the experience to working on
a ship. The carts jingle festively as they build
the massive tower, climbing toward the peak
with their harnesses.

The tree, which is wrapped up like a pres-
ent inside the Frank Gehry-designed build-
ing (Schmitt has heard that the famous
architect likes it), is decorated differently on
each side. This is meant to reflect people’s
differing perceptions of the holidays,
Schmitt said.

Steve Lee, who is visiting Santa Monica
from Ohio, stopped to snap a few pictures of
the smaller tree with his smartphone.

“It’s very shiny. The first thing I thought
was, is this a commentary on consumer cul-
ture? I think it is,” he said.

Still, the prospect of an even bigger tree
drew him past the Coffee Bean and Tea Leaf
and into the courtyard.

“Now I’m wondering how they hold it all
together,” he said.

Schmitt’s not a math guy but he likes
answering the questions of the numerically
obsessed. How many carts? 84. How many
lights? 1,500. How many zip-ties hold the
thing together? About 4,000.

He changes the aesthetics and style every
year to give the sense that the iconic tree is
growing. One year he decked the tree with
blue Japanese LED lights that he bought in a
little shop in Akihabra, a Tokyo neighbor-
hood specializing in electronics.

ALLEN G. BREED
AP National Writer

For a week following Jadin’s death, Joe
Bell lay in bed, beating himself up, wonder-
ing what he could — should — have done
differently to help his son.

In the face of relentless bullying at high
school, the openly gay 15-year-old had con-
fessed to his parents six months earlier that
he’d been having suicidal thoughts. Bell and
his wife got their son into counseling, and
Jadin appeared to be doing well.

Then he hanged himself.
Racked with guilt, Bell chided himself

over scolding Jadin for smoking a few days
before the hanging. The Oregon man wor-
ried that he couldn’t survive this grief.

Bell knew he had to do something. Then
it came to him: He’d walk across the country,
sharing Jadin’s story.

At any given time, as many as 20 people
are attempting to cross the United States on
foot, Nate Damm figures. The website he
started following his own transcontinental
trek has become a must-read for walkers, full
of advice, tracking information and a run-
ning debate on the “why” of such journeys.

That last part can get complicated.
Many walk for a cause. Some do it, well,

just because.
Two years after his own walk, Damm still

can’t put into words just why he did it. His
Delaware-to-California hike over eight
months in 2011 grew from “an idea that I
had that just kind of wouldn’t leave me
alone,” says the 25-year-old Maine native,
who’s currently tracking about a half dozen
walkers. “And I thought about it for a couple
of years and I would go, ‘Oh, it’ll pass. It’s a
phase.’”

Paul Alvarez Jr. editor@smdp.com
CREATOR: Anthony Schmitt erects a shopping cart tree every year at the Edgemar Center. SEE WALK PAGE 3SEE TREE PAGE 6
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Shopping carts as fine art
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What’s Up

Westside
OUT AND ABOUT IN SANTA MONICA

Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2013

Merry Christmas! 

Hit the ice
Fifth Street and Arizona Avenue

10 a.m. — 10 p.m.
Hit the rink at ICE at Santa Monica, a popu-
lar holiday attraction. For more information,

call (310) 461-8333. 

Thursday, Dec. 26, 2013

Happy Kwanzaa! 

Take a tour
Annenberg Community Beach House

415 PCH, 11 a.m.
Explore the rich Beach House site history
with a Santa Monica Conservancy docent.
Tours are free, and last roughly 30 minutes.
For more information, call (310) 458-4904.

Friday, Dec. 27, 2013

Musical guy
Miles Memorial Playhouse
1130 Lincoln Blvd., 7 p.m.

Creating Arts Co. presents “The Music
Man.” Smooth talking salesman

“Professor” Harold Hill has everyone fooled
— and the citizens of River City, Iowa are
his latest prey. When local librarian Marian
Paroo tries to expose him as a fake, Hill

sets out to win her heart and save his hide.
For more information, call (310) 804-0223.

Saturday, Dec. 28, 2013

Art for kids
Paint:Lab

1453 14th St., Call for times
Kids 5-12 are invited to a special winter art
camp. Cost: ranges from $55-$100. All art
materials included in the price. For more

information, call (310) 450-9200.

He is real
Miles Memorial Playhouse
1130 Lincoln Blvd., 3 p.m.

Creating Arts Co. presents a holiday classic
that is sure to put a smile on even the

Scrooges of the season. Based on actual
events, “Yes, Virginia” follows 8-year-old

Virginia O’Hanlon on a journey to discover if
Santa Claus is real. She decides to write a
letter to the editor of the Chicago Sun to

find out the truth. For more information, call
(310) 804-0223.

Stories at the pier
Santa Monica Pier Aquarium

1600 Ocean Front Walk, 3:30 p.m.
Visit the Santa Monica Pier every Saturday
for a whale of a tale. The aquarium will host

story time in the Dorothy Green Room.
Children (and adults) love to hear a good

story, and the aquarium has a nearly endless
supply of books celebrating life of the sea.
For more information, call (310) 393-6149.

Time to knit
Fairview Library

2101 Ocean Park Blvd., 3:30 p.m.
Knitting, conversation, and tea at the library.
Everyone welcome. For more information,

call (310) 458-8681.

Sunday, Dec. 29, 2013

Walk with the plovers
Annenberg Community Beach House

415 PCH, 8:30 a.m.
Looking for a new holiday tradition? Join the
Santa Monica and L.A. Audubon societies

and connect with your inner naturalist!
Explore the habitat and life cycles of the

federally threatened snowy plover, a small
white bird that makes Santa Monica and

surrounding beach cities its home this time
of year. Binoculars will be provided, or bring

your own. Comfortable clothing and sun
protection are recommended. For more
information, visit beachhouse.smgov.net.

RECYCLE NOW!

X
DELAWARE AVE.

24
TH

MICHIGAN

C
LO

VE
R

FI
EL

D

10 WEST

Santa Monica Recycling Center
2411 Delaware Avenue in Santa Monica

(310) 453-9677

CRV Aluminum Cans
$1.75 per pound

with this coupon expires 1-31-13

CRV Aluminum      Plastic      Glass      Bi-Metal      Newspaper
CardboardWhite/Color/Computer Paper      Copper & Brass      

Come rediscover a Santa Monica Classic
ENJOY THE BEAUTIFUL OCEAN BREEZE ON OUR REMODELED OUTDOOR PATIO

"LUNCH ON SUNDAYS" FEATURING
HAPPY HOUR $2 HOT DOGS W/ FILET MIGNON CHILI

HAPPY HOUR  5-7PM EVERYDAY

2442 MAIN ST. | 310-452 1934 
Ron Schur, Captain

STEAKS • FRESH FISH • FULL BAR

Cosmetic Consultation

Check our monthly promotions on our website www.santamonicatoothdr.com

2222 SANTA MONICA BLVD, SUITE 202, SANTA MONICA, CA 90404

Come see Dr. Ali Mogharei and staff.
For a makeover of a life timeAli Mogharei DDS

(310) 829-2224

We are offering a cosmetic
consultation or New Patient
exam with
x-rays for

$100
.00
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This is a value of $350.00
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310.392.3055
www.lemlelaw.com

Robert Lemle

You Pay Nothing Until
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For help, contact Daniel Archuleta at
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But it didn’t pass — for him, or for oth-
ers.

Even for those who articulate a cause —
something they’re raising awareness of, or
money for — there’s often more behind
these grueling undertakings.

Jonathon Stalls walked under the aus-
pices of Kiva, a group that helps connect
small investors with entrepreneurs in devel-
oping countries. In the end, though, he says
he was simply answering a “personal call to
engage in quieter, slower, and more inten-
tional experiences with less.”

“It’s our most inherent form of trans-
portation. It’s our most basic form. It’s our
first form,” says the 31-year-old Denver man,
who walked sea-to-sea in 2010.

For Matt Green, it was as if he were being
urged on by some instinctual, irrepressible
need from a collective past to challenge him-
self.

“It’s almost like in the American DNA,”
says the 33-year-old New Yorker, who quit
an engineering job at the height of the
“Great Recession” and walked to the Oregon
coast in 2010.“We have this kind of romance
of the pioneers heading west.”

Along his route, Green confronted the
same persistent question — people asking
for some easily identified reason. He could-
n’t really give one.

Near the end of his journey, though,
someone visiting his website posted a quota-
tion from philosopher and civil rights leader
Howard Thurman: “Don’t ask what the
world needs. Ask what makes you come
alive, and go do it. Because what the world
needs is people who have come alive.”

Those words have become his motto.
Ultimately, the reasons for walking are

deeply personal. As Joe Bell put it to one
newspaper reporter he met along his route,
“It was either lie in bed like I was and die, or
fight back.”

And so he set out, traveling the land, talk-
ing about Jadin, and hoping it might save
lives — maybe even his own.

Walkers often set out on what they think
is a solitary journey, and yet few really do it
completely alone.

When Mike Ross told his grandmother
that he and high school buddy George
Crawford were hiking to California, she had
just one question: What cause are you walk-
ing for?

Truth is, the 19-year-old Manchester,
Conn., men were just out for one last big
adventure before heading to Marine boot
camp.

“I just wanted to get out of there,” Ross
said while waiting out a recent snowstorm in
a donated Colorado motel room. “I figured

it would be a great way to get in shape, a
great way to see our country.”

But over time, Ross and Crawford decid-
ed their trek did need some higher purpose.
Both men’s families had been touched by
cancer. They decided to walk for the
Livestrong Foundation, with a goal of rais-
ing $20,000 toward finding a cure.

Some cross-country trekkers carry every-
thing on their backs; most push carts. Steve
Wescott has a goat with canvas saddlebags.

“He wasn’t supposed to be a gimmick,”
the Seattle man said as he struggled to keep
LeeRoy Brown from straying onto busy U.S.
40 outside Kansas City, Kan., on a recent
blustery afternoon. “He was just going to
help carry the load, and now he is the reason
why people talk to me.”

With their matching chin whiskers,
Wescott and LeeRoy make quite the pair.
Wearing a reflective vest over his red fleece
jacket, Wescott flashes the “Peace” sign at
passing vehicles as LeeRoy trots along beside
him, a red bandanna tied around his neck.

The 34-year-old rock guitarist had
already been thinking of walking the coun-
try when his bandmates voted him out of
the group. He and LeeRoy have been walking
since May 2, 2012, to raise money for an

orphanage in the slums of Nairobi, Kenya.
Their goal is New York City’s Times Square.

He knows there are easier ways to raise
money. But this way, he gets “to see the kind-
ness of America.”

“I want 5,000 people to give $5,” he said.
“I want to get to New York and say, ‘Look
what WE built.’”

Ostensibly, Malene Comes’
“Conversation with America” walk is about
raising awareness of obesity — a condition
with which she’s struggled her entire adult
life. But it’s much more than that.

Unemployed and awaiting the formal dis-
solution of her 13-year marriage, Comes had
“lost every sense of myself and the world I
was in as anything other than a hostile place
and a scary place.”

After two suicide attempts in three
months, the 41-year-old Eldridge, Calif.,
woman sold her belongings, put her three
cherished cats in foster care and lit out,
pushing a modified baby stroller.

On a recent evening, the headlight of a
passing freight train was all that illuminated
the pitch blackness as Comes put the finish-
ing touches on her simple campsite and pre-
pared to text a nightly “safety check” to a
friend in New York.

She had just emerged from a desolate
200-mile stretch of the Mojave Desert. No
“couch-surfing” opportunities here, and so
she opted for a sleeping bag and blanket of
stars.

Comes has shed more than 20 of the 289
pounds she was carrying on her 5-foot-2
frame when she left a Santa Monica beach
on Aug. 29. In some ways, though, she
already feels so much lighter.

“Yeah, this is scary,” she said as the train
cars rumbled past. “But maybe less scary
than killing myself.”

Joe Bell came to a similar conclusion.
On Jan. 19, a passer-by found Jadin hang-

ing from a piece of elementary school play-
ground equipment in La Grande, Ore. The
high school cheerleader and budding artist
died on Feb. 3 without ever regaining con-
sciousness.

When he emerged from the fog of his
own despair, Bell was seized by a desperate
need to help others see what he could not.

He took a leave from his job of 17 years at
a Boise Cascade plywood mill and began
mapping out his route to New York City —
a place Jadin had visited on an eighth-grade

WALK
FROM PAGE 1

Visit us online at www.smdp.com

SEE TREK PAGE 7

SWEET VERSION Photo courtesy Michael ‘Snacks’ Ryan 
Santa Monica Daily Press columnist Michael 'Snacks' Ryan of Tour de Feast fame snapped this shot of his mother Cheryl Ryan's gingerbread
model of the Santa Monica Pier. She even included the Hot Dog on a Stick shack. We wonder how it tastes.
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Curious City

FOR A YEAR AND A HALF, “CURIOUS CITY”
ran in the weekend edition of the Santa
Monica Daily Press. I had a few reasons for
wanting to switch to Wednesday.

The unintended bonus? Today I get to
wish all my friends, misguided faithful read-
ers, and all the citizens of Santa Monica a
very merry Christmas and happy holidays!

(And next Wednesday, I can wish you all
a happy New Year. God knows we could use
one. Hope springs eternal.)

My Christmas wish? I already got it, last
week, in spades. But if I had another one?
Yes, you know: dear Santa, dear baby Jesus,
dear City Council, please put the brakes on
runaway development here and preserve the
good things that make this the city we love
(including “Chain Reaction”).

HAIL MARY, HAIL OF BULLETS
Reader warning: the following is not all

Christmas season touchy-feely.
I’ve reached my breaking point. I feel

profoundly sad, and helpless, over this.
Three weeks ago I wrote about police

overreach and outright brutality and cited
an incident in Kern County last May where
the father of four young children, lying
intoxicated on the sidewalk across the street
from the medical center (where he may have
been trying to go, and where he should have
been taken), was set upon by nine sheriffs
and CHP (and a K-9) and beaten to death.
The officers then illegally confiscated the
phone cameras of folks across the street who
recorded the brutality. The department
defended all the actions as being proper pro-
cedure, and brazenly intimated that their
investigation (with no one suspended)
would take a long time.

It was unfortunately not an isolated,
extreme incident. I’m reading some similar
report every few days. I wrote that, of all the
similar incidents I’d read about, that one
“really broke my heart.”

Then I opened up my L.A. Times last
Saturday and saw a photo that wrenched my
heart and very nearly brought me to tears.

It was of Bill Beaird, his face contorted in
unbearable pain and grief.

Dec. 13 Beaird got a phone call from his
son Brian, 51. He was being chased by the
police, as a suspected drunk or reckless driv-
er. The elder Beaird said he urged his son to
pull over.

He described his youngest son as a dis-
abled veteran, who was discharged from the
National Guard in 1988 after botched sur-
gery on a brain tumor. He could be para-
noid, the father said, particularly about
police. Which probably explains why he did-
n’t pull over.

Bad move on Brian’s part, of course, and
he finally broadsided another car (seriously
injuring one person). His mangled Corvette
spun to a rest on the street corner. He tried
to pull away (continued bad judgment) but
then abandoned the vehicle and got out and
walked around to the passenger side, sur-
rounded by about 20 LAPD officers.

Television footage (of course it was on
TV, it was a car chase) shows him briefly put-
ting his arms in the air, with his back to the

officers. One of them fired a bean bag round
at him. But three of those officers opened
fire and shot 22 rounds at the unarmed man
with his hands raised in surrender. He was
seen on TV clutching his stomach and col-
lapsing to the ground, fatally wounded.

Those three officers of the law were
placed on extended leave by LAPD Chief
Charlie Beck, who said he was “very con-
cerned” about the incident. Better than Kern
County.

The Beaird family is suing the city, and
the photo of the elder Beaird was taken at
the news conference last Saturday to
announce that, as he recalled what happened
that evening.

Bill Beaird turned on his TV Dec. 13, and
saw his son gunned down in front of his
eyes. It’s said that there’s no greater pain
than that of a parent who has lost a child.
But I think Bill Beaird’s nightmare hits near
the pinnacle, becoming horror. It showed in
his face.

If there were 20 officers, 17 of them acted
with proper restraint, according to their
training. That is part of the tragedy and
shame of all these incidents, that police in
general get a bad reputation, when of course
most of them perform with dignity and
grace in the face of citizens behaving very
badly, and real bad guys who would just as
soon shoot them as look at them. That’s
their everyday reality, and I have nothing but
the highest respect for the job they do.

I saw another photo a few days ago, I
think in downtown L.A., of a policeman giv-
ing some food and clothing to a man he had
to escort out of a public building. And there
was the viral photo of a New York cop a year
ago who bought some new winter boots for
a homeless man.

Those cops, the overwhelming majority,
must be incredibly angry when some of their
fellow officers smear their good name. I’m
also angry, and I’m afraid.

Brian Beaird was a 51-year-old white guy
driving a Corvette. He done bad [sic], but he
was surrendering, was unarmed, and at that
point not a threat to anyone. Not exactly the
kind of racial/economic/age profile one usu-
ally associates with these incidents.

In the end, Beaird did the right thing. But
he was still gunned down. Like him, I’m over
50, white and a homeowner, and I drive a
Prius. Will I have mortal fear if I’m ever
again stopped by police? You bet.

It doesn’t have to be this way. I’m sick to
death of egomaniacal thugs in uniform who
think their badge makes them judge, jury
and executioner.

I have no solutions for remedy. But I feel
the problem is rooted in a police culture in
the U.S. that hires badly, trains and monitors
insufficiently, and protects its own.

Sorry to be writing such a downer on
Christmas Day. But maybe it’s the best day to
consider how we can improve our society.

May I have another Christmas wish?

CCHHAARRLLEESS  AANNDDRREEWWSS has lived in Santa Monica
for 27 years and wouldn’t live anywhere else in
the world. Really. You can reach him at there-
almrmusic@gmail.com.

A few bad apples spoil the bunch 
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WE OFFER UNIQUE SERVICES
*Nitrous Oxide provided as a courtesy

*No interest payment plans
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-Invisalign    -Periodontist on Staff    -Oral Surgeon on Staff
-Cosmetics and Implants    -Zoom bleaching    -and more

SANTA MONICA FAMILY DENTISTRY
DR. ALAN RUBENSTE IN
1260 15th ST. SUITE #703
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www.ALANRUBENSTEINDDS.com

GGERMANN CARR SERVICE
Porsche • VW • Audi • BMW • MINI

FIRST TIME CUSTOMERS ADDITIONAL 10% OFF WITH THIS AD! 

2143 PONTIUS AVE., WEST L.A. | (310) 477-2563
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� Complete service and repair
� 6 month or 6000 mile guarantee
� Locally owned and operated since 1965

Do you  know someone who is
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w i t h  l i m i t e d

ACCESS TO FOOD?
We can help

Our volunteers deliver meals right 
to their door, regardless of age or income

SPECIAL DIET? NO PROBLEM  |  Call us at 310-394-5133 ext. 1
Mention this ad in the Daily Press and you'll receive a special gift! 

MealsOnWheelsWest.org

Merv Hecht Send comments to editor@smdp.com

After the Bell

FFoorr  aarrtt’’ss  ssaakkee

City Hall has theoretically left millions of
dollars on the table by subsidizing artists’
studios at the Santa Monica Airport. A
Daily Press report found that a lease
negotiated by city officials included a
base rent of 37 cents per month, per
square foot. That lease now generates
$9,885 a month.

SSoo,,  tthhiiss  wweeeekk’’ss  QQ--LLiinnee  qquueessttiioonn  aasskkss::

Do you believe taxpayers should be
subsidizing artists? What’s the value
in doing so? 

Contact qqlliinnee@@ssmmddpp..ccoomm before FFrriiddaayy  aatt
55  pp..mm.. and we’ll print your answers in the
weekend edition of the Daily Press. You
can also call 331100--557733--88335544.

I HOPE THAT I DO AS WELL IN 2014 AS
I did in 2013. This was a remarkable year for
me. I started the year with a small profit
from most positions, and a big loss in Apple
option trading (but a profit on the underly-
ing stock). In 2013, I more than recouped
my 2012 losses on Apple option positions,
and I’m heading into 2014 with the likeli-
hood of another few thousand dollars of
options profit if the stock stays above 530
until the January expiration date. I’ve taken
my profits on the stock.

Now I’m selling call spreads to pick up
additional premium income. I never under-
stand why more people don’t do that. You
can get a full explanation of how it’s done in
my book, “How to Make Money with Stock
Options,” available on Amazon or the updat-
ed version on my website
DoubleYourYield.com.

But you should watch out for unhedged
strategies promoted by option traders on the
web. I follow a few of these sites, track their
strategies, and very often they lose money. I
watched one option guru lose money both
on an unhedged Nike strategy in October
and on a risky Apple strategy in November.

For 2014, all the expert opinions I’ve read
anticipate another good year for high quali-
ty stocks, at least after the first quarter.
Economists claim that the recession is over,
and the upturn has finally hit Europe, which
will also be good for our economy. My friend
Dick Rosecrance of Harvard has written a
book suggesting that the U.S. may eventual-
ly form closer trading ties to the EU market,
and include Japan in the new alliance. If that
happens he predicts a decline in the impor-
tance and economy of China. But this will
not happen in 2014. Others as well are pre-
dicting an eventual decline in Chinese eco-
nomic growth for various reasons.

Here are a few of my predictions for 2014:
1) Oil prices will come down a bit, maybe

10 percent, and then level off. The U.S. is
producing more and more oil, and this will
continue as oil share production increases.
At the same time, natural gas and electric
vehicles are increasing in numbers. There is
a strong possibility of increased production
from Iran and Libya as political tensions
decrease. As countries like Mexico (ninth in
worldwide production) seek outside help in
production, U.S. companies such as
Schlumberger (SLB) and Halliburton (HAL)
will benefit. The PXJ index, already up quite
a bit, may well continue its upward move-
ment.

2) Natural gas use will increase, and the
price will go up. This will strongly impact
the pipeline price performance. Pipeline
indexes such as SPX and AMZ will benefit
from this.

3) Most of the economists I follow pre-
dict continuing low interest rates for the
coming year, and a decline in unemploy-
ment. This should translate into at least a 6
percent increase in the S&P, which when
coupled with a 2 percent dividend rate
makes that a pretty good looking investment
for the year.

4) Gold is so far down, including the gold
mining company index GDX, that some are
recommending it now. That might be right,
but I’ve taken my losses on GDX and put
those funds into the silver index instead. I
think that silver is a better investment for
2014 than gold and that investment is more
likely to recoup my gold losses from 2013. I
base that solely on performance to date,
which shows silver less susceptible to decline
based on increasing economic performance.

5) As the economy continues to pick up,
companies that did well in 2013 and have a
backlog of cash are good candidates for
increasing dividends and small gains in
price. This group includes Boeing (BA),
with its recent dividend increase and stock
buy-back program, and Ford Motor (F),
although I personally do not invest in auto
stocks because of the competition in the
field. Green energy companies have a bright
future, and one could speculate on Abengoa
(ABGB) a Spanish company that is making a
name for itself in the field of desalination
and related energy areas.

6) Food is here to stay, and from what I
see people are trending toward more expen-
sive and allegedly healthier products. Whole
Foods Market (WFM) has experienced a
nice dip lately, and I’m buying 100 shares at
a time on dips. While many are skeptical
because of increased competition, the com-
pany is putting in more and more stores
even in small market areas and I believe it’s a
well run company with a good expansion
program. I help run one of their subsidiaries
and I’m impressed with their dedication.
They grew about 13 percent in 2013, and
while the 33 PE ratio is high, I see no reason
not to expect similar growth in 2014.

For information about MMEERRVV  HHEECCHHTT and more
details on the strategies and stocks he writes
about in this column, visit his website at
DoubleYourYield.com. 

Predicting stock market success in the new year   
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See just 
how big 
your savings
could be.
Your savings could add 
up to hundreds of dollars
when you put all your 
policies together under 
our State Farm® roof.

GET TO A 
BETTER STATE.®

CALL ME TODAY.

EMAIL: dave@dr4insurance.com

office (310) 458-7737

RUN YOUR DBAs IN THE DAILY PRESS FOR ONLY $50
INCLUDES RECEIPT AND PROOF OF PUBLICATION. Call us today

“It was the most vivid blue tree ever,” he
said. “And it was really one of my favorites
because when we did the tree-lighting, and
we actually flipped the switch, the gasp was
so loud. I was shocked at how they react-
ed.”

Schmitt, who is also on the Main Street
Business Improvement Association board,
calls this year’s rendition the loyalty tree.

“Given that the businesses are keeping
their doors open and trying to offer the best
deals to people, it's really such a collabora-

tion on the part of the landlord, the busi-
nesses, the street and to promote the street,”
he said.

Though Schmitt is an advocate for local
businesses and —before moving to Santa
Monica— did the window decorations for
Barneys in New York City, there is tongue-
and-cheekness to his Christmas tree made of
shopping carts.

“I like that there's this sense of order to
chaos because there's this geometry at the
bottom and as they get higher they become
chaotic,” he said, laughing. “I think that's a
great reflection of the holiday season.”

dave@smdp.com

TREE
FROM PAGE 1
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HORMONE BALANCE
Men and Women, through customized Bio-Identical Hormones and Vitamins.

Consultation + Lab $375
Prescriptions $45-75

Visit 1820 Wilshire Blvd, Santa Monica
Or call us at 310-264-3800

S T A T I O N  W E L L N E S S

Struggling with
a Problem? 

GET EXPERT HELP 
Relationships 

Career
Parenting 

Anxiety/Depression 
Life's Normal Struggles 

Jackson Varady, Psy. D.
310-213-4050

DrJacksonV.comPSY 25772

SM. ON BROADWAY NEAR 20TH
1500 Sq.FT. warehouse / studio/ creative space with 

nice office/ mezanine.

High celings, skylights, overhead roll-up door, bathroom,

kitchenette,3 assigned parking spaces.

$3200/mo. Info (310)828-4481 or (310) 993-0414

Broadway
Wine & Spirits

(310) 394-8257
1011 Broadway | Santa Monica, CA 90401

samuel adams angry orchard 6pk btl........................................................................................$7.49+ tx/crv

pacifico beer 12pk ........................................................................................$11.99+ tx/crv

scharffenberger sparlking brut......................................................................................$17.99+ tx, crv

scharffenberger sparlking rose......................................................................................$19.99+ tx, crv

broadway holiday Specials!

field trip, and where he had dreamed of
someday living. Friends helped Bell launch a
Facebook page.

On April 20, Bell said goodbye to his wife,
Lola Lathrop, and their 13-year-old son,
Joseph, and set out, pushing a loaded three-
wheeled cart.

With two artificial knees, the 48-year-
old’s gait was brisk, but awkward. Barely a
week out, angry red sores erupted on his
feet; the skin beneath his toes cracked open
and bled.

As he walked, Bell stopped at schools,
libraries, community centers, bars — any-
place where he could share his son’s story.
On June 4, Bell posted a “letter” from
Jadin.

“Today i’m celebrating my 16th birthday
in Heaven,” it said. “My presents are flowers,
rainbows and angel food cake. ... Yes, birth-
days in Heaven are wonderful and gay.”

Bell’s way was paved with a thousand
kindnesses.

A sporting goods store owner reading of
Bell’s blisters helped doctor his feet and fit-
ted him with proper shoes. When his cart
was stolen, someone replaced it with a better
one. He received gifts of safety glasses, gra-
nola bars, bottled water. He even picked up a
whole new support system.

Amy Maple, founder of the nonprofit
Excuse Me While I Change the World, had
asked Bell to give a talk in Salt Lake City.
Moved by his passion, she and Ann Clark,
who’d met Bell along the road, helped him
incorporate his own group, Joe’s Walk For
Change, and coordinated speaking engage-
ments for him along his route.

Maple also arranged for Bell to get some
training about how to help parents recog-
nize warning signs in suicidal youths.
Through it, he gradually let go of any linger-
ing feelings of guilt over Jadin’s death.

By late July, Bell had made it to
Steamboat Springs, Colo., a ski resort town.
He decided to stay a few days.

He needed the rest. And he wanted to give

a fellow traveler who’d contacted him time
to catch up.

For as long as he can remember,
Australian Benjamin Lee has dreamed of vis-
iting every country. With nearly 40 stamps in
his passport by age 24, he was well on his
way.

In late 2012, Lee graduated with a degree
in environmental science from Melbourne’s
Deakin University. He knew he would soon
“need to settle down and get a full-time job,”
but craved one more grand adventure.

“Something I can tell my grandchildren
about.”

He knew it had to be in America.
Planning a transcontinental route that he

reckoned would take eight months and 10
million steps, Lee decided to walk on behalf
of Oxfam America, part of a global charity.

Like others, he looked to Damm for
advice — such as including bear spray in
your pack and always walking “so you can
face the vehicles that are coming at you.”

Lee and a Canadian woman he’d met
online began their trek in San Francisco on
May 18.

But a month and a half into the trip, after
crossing a stretch of Utah desert, his com-
panion decided she’d had enough.
Overcome by loneliness, Lee tapped out a
text to his family: “I can’t do this. I’m done.”
But he didn’t send it.

As he trudged eastward, Lee kept hearing
stories about another walker who’d just
passed through. Google searches connected
him with the man, Joe Bell, and they met in
Steamboat Springs on July 31. Despite the
age difference, they hit it off immediately
and agreed to travel together as far as
Boulder.

On Aug. 2, they hiked 22 miles to the top
of Rabbit Ears Pass, straddling the
Continental Divide at 9,426 feet above sea
level. Bell took to calling his sprightly com-
panion “Young Buck.”

“Hurry up, old man,” Lee would tease,
though, in these high elevations, the Aussie
was happy for an excuse to slacken the pace
a bit.

“I really admire this young man,” Bell
wrote of Lee on his blog.

TREK
FROM PAGE 3
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Surf Forecasts Water Temp: 66.4°

WEDNESDAY – POOR TO FAIR – SURF: 1-2 ft knee to thigh high
Minimal new WNW swell. Best for standout spots which are up to waist high on the sets late.

THURSDAY – POOR TO FAIR – SURF: 1-2 ft knee to thigh high
Minimal new WNW swell. Best for standout spots which are up to waist high on the sets late.

FRIDAY – POOR TO FAIR – SURF: 1-2 ft knee to thigh high
Minimal new WNW swell. Best for standout spots which are up to waist high on the sets late.

SATURDAY – POOR TO FAIR – SURF: 1-2 ft knee to thigh high
Minimal new WNW swell. Best for standout spots which are up to waist high on the sets late.

S U R F R E P O R T
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The Meaning of Lila By John Forgetta & L.A. Rose

By Jim DavisGarfield

Strange Brew

Dogs of C-Kennel By Mick and Mason Mastroianni

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★ On some level, you might feel as if you
must go overboard with others; however, you
might throw several people off, as they won't
know how to deal with the new you. Be sure to
use your high energy well. Tonight: Let some-
one dote on you for a change.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★ Try to maintain a steady pace, as you
know how much you need to do. An unexpect-
ed guest or development could present a
quandary. You might not be sure which way to
go. Observe, and you will figure it out. Tonight:
Get some extra R and R.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★ Be more forthright with a child or loved
one in the morning. You could be much more in
tune with this person's energy than he or she is.
The excitement of the moment could be some-
what overwhelming. Tonight: Love the moment.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★★ You will be where you are happiest --
at home, enjoying the moment. You might won-
der about a situation involving a close friend or
loved one. Be careful, as you tend to expend a
lot of energy and could be accident-prone.
Tonight: Happy at home.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★ Your words mean a lot to loved ones.
In fact, they might even be more significant
than your gifts. An unexpected call from some-
one at a distance could surprise you. Consider
what you want to do, and follow through quick-
ly. Tonight: Let the fun begin.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★ Somehow, you will find a way to spend
money at the last minute. Stop. Just enjoy the
people around you at the moment. Even if you
forgot a gift, you can plan to take this person
shopping and let him or her decide on some-
thing. Tonight: Indulge in the good vibes.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★★ You might feel as if you can take on
anyone, but all you need to do is enjoy your day
and the people around you. Your wish will be
someone else's command. An unexpected
event could throw you and others into a tizzy.
Tonight: Choose your company well. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★ You know when to back off and when to move
forward. A friend or loved one could surprise you
with an insight about someone you have been
missing. Try to take a nap at some point in the
afternoon; otherwise, you could become cranky,
like a little kid. Tonight: Vanish while you can.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★ You understand what is going on in
your immediate circle. A male friend or family
member could become inordinately pushy or
difficult. How you hold this person back could
have implications in the moment. Tonight:
Invite a friend over.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★★ The excitement of the moment could
dissolve the best of plans. Assume your natural
role in bringing people and events together.
You have the ability to make the worst project
fun. Do just that! Tonight: Kick up your feet.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★ Your mind could be everywhere but
where it needs to be. You might be missing
someone or wishing you had made other plans.
Return calls from family members and friends.
Catch up on others' news. Tonight: Be grateful
for those around you.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★★ You might want to spend the day with
a loved one and do nothing else. If that is a pos-
sibility, do it. You often go overboard when try-
ing to do the right thing, but sometimes it is
more important to take care of yourself.
Tonight: Enjoy a call from a special person.

This year you often will be dealing with an assertive authority
figure. Your career and community involvement become high
priorities. You will focus on your image and your long-term
goals. If you are single, many people will be drawn to you. If
you choose a person who wants to change you, the results might be less than desirable. Look for someone
who accepts you for you. If you are attached, you often create a lot of excitement on the homefront. Don't
be surprised if you move, remodel or make a change within your domestic life. LIBRA does not have the
same drive as you to get to the bottom of a problem.

★★★★★Dynamic   
★★★★ Positive 
★★★ Average   

★★ So-So   
★ Difficult

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:

WWeeddnneessddaayy,,  DDeecceemmbbeerr  2255,,  22001133

By John DeeringSpeed Bump By Dave Coverly

Aero Theatre
1328 Montana Ave.
(310) 260-1528

Call theatre for more information. 

AMC Loews Broadway 4
1441 Third Street Promenade
(310) 458-3924

Walking With Dinosaurs 3D (PG) 1hr 20min
1:45pm, 7:00pm

Gravity 3D (PG-13) 1hr 31min
11:45am, 2:15pm, 5:00pm, 7:45pm

Tyler Perry's A Madea Christmas (PG-13)
11:00am, 2:00pm, 4:50pm, 7:30pm

Walking With Dinosaurs (PG) 1hr 20min
11:15am, 4:15pm

12 Years a Slave (R) 2hrs 13min
11:00am, 1:30pm, 4:40pm, 8:00pm

AMC 7 Santa Monica 
1310 Third St.
(310) 451-9440

Frozen (PG) 1hr 25min 
11:15am, 5:10pm, 10:40pm 

Hunger Games: Catching Fire (PG-13) 2hrs
26min 
12:15pm

Anchorman 2: The Legend Continues (NR) 1hr
59min 

10:30am, 11:40am, 1:30pm, 2:00pm, 4:30pm,
6:30pm, 7:30pm, 8:30pm, 10:30pm

Frozen 3D (PG) 1hr 25min 
2:15pm, 8:00pm 

Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug (PG-13) 2hrs
41min 
10:10am, 4:50pm 

Saving Mr. Banks (PG-13) 2hrs 00min 
10:00am, 1:30pm, 4:35pm, 7:30pm, 10:30pm 

American Hustle (R) 2hrs 09min 
10:15am, 1:10pm, 4:30pm, 7:40pm, 10:00pm 

Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug in HFR 3D
(PG-13) 2hrs 41min 
2:45pm, 9:45pm

The Secret Life of Walter Mitty (PG) 2hrs 34min
4:00pm, 7:00pm, 10:45pm 

Laemmle’s Monica Fourplex
1332 Second St.
(310) 478-3836 

Inside Llewyn Davis (R) 1hr 45min
1:30pm, 4:20pm, 7:10pm, 9:45pm

Book Thief (PG-13) 2hrs 11min
1:00pm, 4:00pm, 7:00pm, 10:00pm

Nebraska (R) 1hr 50min
1:40pm, 4:30pm, 7:20pm, 10:00pm

Philomena (R) 1hr 34min
1:50pm, 4:40pm, 7:30pm, 9:55pm

For more information, e-mail editor@smdp.com

MOVIE TIMES

KICK UP YOUR FEET TONIGHT, CAPPY!

office (310) 458-7737

INTERESTED IN YOUR DAILY FORECAST?
Check out the HOROSCOPES above!
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■ It may be a cliche of domestic
conflict, but physicists recently,
earnestly, tackled the dynamics of
toilet bowl "splash back." A stream
delivered by a standing male,
because it travels five times farther
than a seated male's, produces a
splash easily reaching seat and
floor -- even without factoring in
the "well-known" Plateau-Rayleigh
instability -- the inevitable disinte-
gration of a liquid stream "six or
seven inches" after its formation.
Short of recommending that men be
seated, the researchers (speaking
to a November conference) suggest
"narrowing the angle" by "standing
slightly to one side and aiming
downwards at a low angle of
impact." [BBC News, 11-6-2013] 
■ The Human-Rodent Connection:
University of British Columbia
researchers, intent on judging
whether blocking dopamine D4
receptors can reduce the urge to
gamble in subjects other than
humans, claimed in October to have
devised a test that works on the
dopamine receptors of rats -- espe-
cially those with a gambling prob-
lem. With a slot machine-like device
dispensing sugar pellets, the
researchers claimed they offered
rats measured risks and even deter-
mined that rats are more likely to
take risks immediately following a
close loss (as are humans). [Science
Daily, 10-29-2013] 

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

Sudoku
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column, and 3x3 block. Use logic
and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from ★ (easiest) to ★★★★★ (hardest).

1927– The Vietnamese
Nationalist Party is

founded.

1932– A magnitude 7.6
earthquake in Gansu,

China kills 275 people.

1941– Admiral Chester W.
Nimitz arrives at Pearl

Harbor to assume command of the
U.S. Pacific Fleet

1941– World War II: Battle of
Hong Kong ends, begin-

ning the Japanese occupation of
Hong Kong.

1946– The first in Europe
artificial, self-sustain-

ing nuclear chain reaction is initiat-
ed within Soviet nuclear reactor F-1.

TODAY IN HISTORY

King Features Syndicate

GETTING STARTED
There are many strategies to solving
Sudoku. One way to begin is to
examine each 3x3 grid and figure
out which numbers are missing.
Then, based on the other numbers in
the row and column of each blank
cell, find which of the missing num-
bers will work. Eliminating numbers
will eventually lead you to the
answer.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

buylocalsantamonica.com/
news-spotlights/

MYSTERY PHOTO Daniel Archuleta daniela@smdp.com
The first person who can correctly identify where this image was captured wins a prize from the
Santa Monica Daily Press. Send answers to editor@smdp.com. Send your mystery photos to 
editor@smdp.com to be used in future issues. 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $7.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 30¢ per word per day. Ad must run a
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 3:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:30 p.m. PAYMENT: All pri-
vate party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press,
P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406. OTHER RATES: For information about the professional services directory or classified display
ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm     LOCATION 1640 5th Street, Suite 218, Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310)458-7737
CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!

There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.
Prepay your ad today!

Classifieds
$750 per day. Up to 15 words, 30 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!
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