
Company spreads good 
cheer by serving homeless
BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

A local stockbroker firm last week
diverted from the traditional Christmas
party of cocktails and appetizers at a ritzy
hotel to serving the homeless in Santa
Monica.

About 30 employees of CBIC
Oppenheimer spent last Friday serving
hot food to Santa Monica’s homeless, as
well as giving them presents they can use
— backpacks with basic necessities like
toothpaste and rain ponchos.

It was the Ocean Park Community
Center’s annual holiday party and
Oppenheimer spent between $5,000 and
$10,000 putting it on.

“We all get caught up in our own lives
and we have so much and these people
have nothing at all,” said David Fahey, a
manager with Oppenheimer. “It’s our
opportunity to give them a hot meal and
give them presents that are useful on the
street and this is probably the only party
they’ll have this year.”

Oppenheimer’s Christmas parties of
the past are like many corporations —
they are limited to only employees and
thousands of dollars are spent on drinks
and food that lasts for a couple of hours.

But this year, the company’s money

went much further.
Hundreds lined up in the parking  lot of

the OPCC on the corner of Seventh Street
and Colorado Avenue to get jolly — com-
plete with live music, hot food and warm
cheer.

“It’s the only place where people can
get together like this,” said Sidney Porter,
who recently moved off the streets and
into his own apartment in Los Angeles
with the help of OPCC. 

For Daniela Greene, who celebrated
her 30th birthday serving food, it was the
best Christmas party she’s been to. And
she said her co-workers feel the same
way. She is a sales assistant to an
Oppenheimer stock broker.

“It’s so much better than the other
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BY DARLENE SUPERVILLE
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — It takes money to
raise money, but among charities the
practice of giving a little bit in hopes of
getting back more is becoming quite a
production.

Getting a sheet of self-stick address
labels in the mail used to be enough to get
some people to open their wallets and
send back a donation.

With more groups competing for the
scarce dollars that people are trying to
stretch farther now, however, nonprofits
have upped the ante. Address labels and
stickers still arrive by the dozen, but
groups also are sending greeting or holi-
day cards, calendars, nickels and dimes,
cheap jewelry, personalized stationery,
magnets, packets of wildflower seeds and
free umbrellas.

One mailing included Christmas wrap-
ping paper, gift tags, bows, ribbon, holi-
day cards and a pen.

“Just one of those little routine annoy-
ances,” Christine Kerin, 38, a telephone
company customer service agent from
Nutley, N.J., said, describing her 4-inch-

tall stack of free address labels.
The freebies are designed to stand apart

from the bills and usual junk mail and
induce enough guilt to get people to give.

Splashier is better, because there is no
money to be had if the items do not make
the eyes go wide.

“The tendency is going to be to throw
it out without even opening it,” said

Charities getting more
creative with giveaways

Not your average run of the mill holiday party

BY JENNIFER LOVEN
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — President Bush
thinks gifts should never, ever be opened
before Christmas morning. A fondly
recalled practice from first lady Laura
Bush’s childhood dictates tamales and
enchiladas for the Christmas Eve menu.

Like millions of Americans, the presi-
dent’s family has developed its own set of
traditions — comforting in their familiar-
ity and binding in their repetition — that
govern how Christmas is celebrated. But
also like many other households, those
cherished Yuletide traditions often must
make room for fresh faces and changing
circumstances.

With Jenna off at the University of
Texas, Barbara at Yale and their parents in
the White House, the family’s holiday
custom of gathering to hang trinkets and
tinsel on the Christmas tree now falls to
others. And the hot chocolate that used to
follow has been rescheduled for
Christmas morning.

Asked if any special traditions — such
as the tree decorating or watching home
movies on Christmas Eve — have fallen
by the wayside for the Bush family, Mrs.
Bush did not hesitate.

“Yes!” she said, laughing. “We really
miss the traditions because the girls are
away at college. But we still drink hot
chocolate and open presents as a family.
Now, we just do it at Camp David.”

The presidential retreat in the
Maryland mountains where the Bushes
headed on Saturday happens to be a tradi-
tion of sorts for the family.

They often spent the holiday there
when the president’s father was in the
White House as vice president and presi-
dent. The current president, his wife and
two girls would arrive in Washington a
day or two before Christmas, maybe
attend a White House reception and then
head for the hills with the rest of the large,
tight-knit clan.

Together, the Bushes’ Christmas cele-

Bush family traditions
See OPCC, page 4

See BUSH, page 10See CHARITIES, page 10

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press
Employees of CBIC Oppenheimer spent their office holiday party serving hot
meals to Santa Monica’s homeless at the Ocean Park Community Center.

“Guilt is a reason that people
do give in response. But

you’re also providing 
something of value, so they’re

willing to give. Everybody 
can use labels, everybody can

use greeting cards.”

— PAULETTE MAEHARA
Association of Fund Raising Professionals

“Everyone thinks this was the
best Christmas party we’ve
done. At the other ones, you
can’t bring your spouse, but
you have cocktails and have

fru fru cocktails.”

— DANIELA GREENE
Volunteer



ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★★ Start spreading the good will once
you’ve opened all the presents. Make a call to
someone at a distance. Touch base with others.
Make that extra effort toward others. One-on-one
relating adds that magic that Christmas is known
for. Tonight: Stay even, while others cascade
from one mood to another.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★★ Express your caring through your
actions. Though you might not think you’re
doing very much, you actually are. Others see
you as the ultimate giver. Ask for help if you feel
overwhelmed. A partner could be delighted to be
there for you. Tonight: Let someone know how
much he or she means to you.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★★ Ever playful, you add to everyone’s
day without any effort. Act on matters close to
your heart. Get past an immediate snafu with a
demanding friend or family member. You will,
and do, make the difference that counts. Tonight:
The world is your oyster.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★★★ Reach out for others. Think of that
person who might have been forgotten in the
mix. Your thoughtfulness could help someone
turn the corner with his or her feelings toward
family and holidays. Express your caring.
Tonight: Say what you feel.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★ Keep discussions moving in a new direc-
tion. You might become discouraged by what is
going on. Not everyone can hold the spiritual val-
ues that you do. Instill, if possible, a bit more
religious or spiritual content into the day.
Tonight: Say “yes.”

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★★★ Everything seems close to perfect.
Don’t let someone interfere with the joy and
happiness you feel at the moment. Consider
what might make a family member more com-
fortable. All you can do is your best. Tonight:
Out and about.

HOROSCOPE

JACQUELINE BIGAR'S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you'll have: 

★★★★★ -Dynamic  ★★★★ -Positive  ★★★ -Average  
★★ -So-so  ★ -Difficult

Have a merry Christmas!

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★ Step back. You might not be content with
everything that comes your way. Make the best of
what is happening. Do something instinctive that
makes a difference to those around you. Consider
others’ feelings. Tonight: Take your time.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★ Reach out for friends. Add a spare invi-
tation or two, if need be. You might have to
stretch the food a bit further, but ultimately, the
happiness more than justifies it. Others are sim-
ply happy to be together and enjoy themselves.
Tonight: Where your friends are.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★ Take that additional step that will make
the difference. Touch base with someone you
deeply care about and whom you often put on a
pedestal. Make room for someone else at your
Christmas dinner. Tonight: Enjoy others to the
wee hours.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★★★ You might need to travel or make an
important long-distance call to several close
loved ones. You manage to reach others. Help
others tune in to the true meaning of the holiday.
Tonight: Listen to a favorite piece of music. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★★ Make an effort toward a partner and let
him or her understand just how much you feel.
Don’t just swap gifts, also share feelings that you
often keep to yourself. Discuss what you both
might want from this tie. Tonight: As you like it.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★★★ Others seem to dote on you. You
might not know exactly what to say. Share more
of what is happening within your immediate cir-
cle. Establish stronger ground rules with a diffi-
cult parent or associate. Tonight: Let someone
dote on you.
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“The difference between pornography 
and erotica is lighting.”

— Gloria Leonard

QUOTE of the DAY

1220 3rd St. Promenade, Santa Monica
310.395.5538

FisH FaCTs:
Q: What’s the worlds largest fish?
A: The whale shark. It is over 50’ long

and weighs several tons.

“Fishful thinking? 
We can satisfy those seafood cravings!”
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Today’s 
Tides:

High- 12:24 a.m. 3.51’
Low- 4:36 a.m. 2.66’
High- 10:39 a.m. 5.44’
Low- 6:23 p.m. -0.38’

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

Information compiled by Jesse Haley

Location Wednesday Thursday Water Quality
County 2-3’/Fair 2-3’/Fair N/A
Zuma 2-3’/Fair 2-3’/Fair N/A
Surfrider 1-2’/Fair 1-2’/Fair N/A
Topanga 1-3’/Fair 1-3’/Fair N/A
Venice 2-4’/Poor 2-4’/Poor N/A
Porto 2-3’/Fair 2-3’/Fair N/A

California is dealing with a major
budget crisis. The state is in the red by
over $30 billion, and in Santa Monica,
as well as other cities and towns, pub-
lic educators are feeling an excruciat-
ing financial pinch as a result. But
some educators wonder if the public
really understands or cares about the
dire situation at hand.

So this week, Q-Line wants to

know:
“Does the lack of funding for pub-

lic education in California concern
you? Why or why not?”

Call (310) 285-8106 with your
response before Thursday at 5 p.m.
We’ll print it in Friday’s paper. Please
limit your comments to a minute or
less; it might help to think first about
the wording of your response.

It will mix with remnant west-northwest swell for waist to

chest high waves in north county. South Bay is expected to see

slightly less size, most sets breaking at waist level.

Water pollution is still at high level due to continual rains,

so consider that a risk.

LA County Public Health’s official rain advisory is effective

through Tuesday December 31st.

Today sees more of the new northwest swell, but with a

small decrease in size thanks to further fading of the old west-

northwester.

Most breaks remain in the two- to three-foot range at best.

Avocado
Sandwich

8 ttaaxx  iinncclluuddeedd

includes:
Pickles  or  coleslaw,
french  fries  or  salad

and  drink

The Tastiest Hawaiian Sandwiches

111199  BBrrooaaddwwaayy,,  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa
331100..339944..00110000

OOppeenn
DDaaiillyy  ffrroomm
1111  aa..mm..  ttoo
1100  pp..mm..

Today’s Special: Store Hours:

CALIFORNIA BRIEFS
Responding fire truck collides with vehicle
By The Associated Press

LONG BEACH — A fire truck responding to a traffic accident collided with a
car, critically injuring three people inside the demolished vehicle, authorities said.

Moments after firefighters used hydraulic Jaws of Life tools to free four people
in the wrecked car early Sunday, they rushed on foot to rescue a woman pinned
under a car in another accident at a nearby fast-food restaurant, Fire Department
spokesman Wayne Chaney said.

Five firefighters were aboard the ladder truck responding to a 1:27 a.m. injury
accident call at Seventh Street and Studebaker Road when it collided with a car at
Pacific Coast Highway and Seventh, Chaney said. The firefighters weren’t hurt.

Another fire truck was dispatched to the Studebaker Road crash, which was a
minor incident.

As paramedics worked on the injured at PCH and Seventh, the firefighters heard
a loud thud and screams from a fast food parking lot at the same intersection.

A 47-year-old woman had been hit and pinned underneath a car. Firefighters
raced to the woman’s aid and used high-pressure air bags to free her. Angela Paul
was treated at Long Beach Memorial Medical Center and released, Chaney said.

The female driver who allegedly hit her was arrested and booked for investiga-
tion of drunken driving, Chaney said.

“It was very fortunate it was a five-member ladder truck,” Chaney said, because
it carried the crew and equipment needed in both accidents.

Water expert decries desert lake plan
By The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — A university biologist and noted expert on Salton Sea biology
said USFilter Corp.’s proposal to clean up and produce drinking water from the
fouled desert lake “has no redeeming features.”

“The whole objective of (the USFilter) proposal is not to try to restore the Salton
Sea to a healthy system,” said Stuart H. Hurlbert, a San Diego State University biol-
ogist who is also a vocal critic of California population growth.

“It is proposed by people who are completely naive about everything except
water technology and how to get water to cities,” Hurlbert said. He has taught a
class on the Salton Sea’s biology for 24 years.

Palm Desert-based USFilter’s plan calls for squeezing drinking water from the
sea while preserving much of the Salton Sea habitat.

Hurlbert said USFilters plan would provide drinking water to support even more
newcomers to the desert.

USFilter and its supporters tout the “Salton River Solution” as the most credible
attempt to date to confront long-standing environmental, political and fiscal obsta-
cles that contribute to the sea’s ongoing decline.

USFilter envisions a dike that would completely encircle the interior of the sea,
making it easier to remove salts and contaminants. The dike would direct water to a
desalinization plant on the sea’s north end. Treated water could then be sold to local
or coastal users, a desirable feature because of those region’s growing population
and dwindling water supplies.

On Dec. 12, the Salton Sea Authority voted 7-0 to authorize a preliminary review
of the plan and assess its merits and drawbacks. Hurlbert’s four-page critique was
dated Dec. 10.

“My first reaction is that Stuart Hurlbert’s criticism is typical of the intellectual
paralysis that has hindered all previous attempts to unify the various political pow-
ers and implement a viable, long-term solution to the Salton Sea’s current predica-
ment,” USFilter chief Andy Seidel said in response to Hurlbert’s criticisms.

The sea is plagued by rising salinity and excessive nutrient growth that threaten
to choke the life from hundreds of millions of fish. Many of the more than 400
species of birds that live around the sea depend on the fish for food.
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S t a r t i n g  a t  
$ 5 9 . 4 5 / m o !

always on,
always fast
“ Since LA Bridge installed 
DSL at my home, I have 
found the flexibility 
to use the Internet in 
a whole new way.”
__Bill Foster, 

Apple Computer

each account includes:
• 24/7 Internet connection
• 7 days/week tech support
• 6MB personal web space
• free local dial-up acct 
• 2 IP addresses
• over 4000 worldwide dial-up 
locations for laptop users who 
travel. (a metered service).

786k to 7.1M Now Available 

p r e - q u a l i f y  o n l i n e  a t  w w w. L A B r i d g e . c o m
o r  c a l l  3 1 0 . 8 2 3 . 6 4 1 6

ones,” she said. “Everyone thinks this was the best
Christmas party we’ve done. At the other ones, you can’t
bring your spouse, but you have cocktails and have fru
fru cocktails.”

The Ocean Park Community Center, one the largest
and oldest homeless shelters in Santa Monica, is almost
at capacity, handling up to 300 people a day who come
for a daily meal, groceries, clothes or a place to sleep.
Santa Monica is not alone in experiencing an influx of
homeless — communities across the country are finding

the homeless population increase. The New York Times
recently reported that homelessness has increased a fifth
across America.

“In these days, when everybody is so overwhelmed
and helpless asking “what can we do?” In our communi-
ties we can make a difference,” said Christina Erteszek,
one of 278 volunteers at the access center. “It’s not that
we want to be a band aid but a continuum of care.”

The OPCC was founded in 1963 and started as a
grassroots, volunteer organization to provide assistance
to the growing number of homeless and working poor

congregating in the Ocean Park neighborhood. OPCC is
funded partially by the city, state and federal government,
as well as by individual donations. 

In the past four decades, OPCC has grown from a
small program at the Church at Ocean Park on Hill Street
with a few volunteers to a network of shelters and serv-
ices that serve more than 12,000 people annually
throughout Los Angeles County. Its budget is $5 million
annually and has 110 staff personnel for all of its servic-
es. The access center employees about 15 full-time staff
members.

OPCC, from page 1

Local firm spreads holiday cheer to homeless

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press
In addition to hot meals, CBIC Oppenheimer employees hand out
backpacks containing basic necessities (above). More than a hundred
of the city’s homeless attended the event (right).



ENTERTAINMENT
Santa Monica Daily Press ❑ Wednesday, December 25, 2002 ❑ Page 5

BY SEAN DALY
Special to the Daily Press

NEW YORK CITY – Leonardo
DiCaprio would like to get something off
his chest: “I remember when I was very
young, stealing some gum from the local
Ralph’s supermarket around the corner
from my house,” he says, flashing a boy-
ish grin.

“It was called Big League Chew…I sub-
sequently never went back to that grocery
store for the next year.  My mom would
come in and say, ‘What’s wrong with you?
You used to love going shopping with me.’
And I would say, ‘No, Mom, I just really
hate that place’…because I got caught!”

The strange admission came during a
recent interview to promote his new
movie, “Catch Me If You Can,” opening
Christmas Day.  DiCaprio, most famous
of course for that 1997 boat movie, plays
real-life con man Frank Abagnale, who
successfully masqueraded as a Pan Am
airlines pilot, a doctor, a district attorney,
and a college professor for more than five
years while cashing upwards of $2.5 mil-
lion in counterfeit checks.

Kinda makes the whole pack of gum
thing seem, well, minor league.

Not that DiCaprio has ever been one to
be outdone – especially when it comes to
his much-publicized party lifestyle.
Consider his recent 28th birthday bash at
the Palms Resort in Las Vegas.  The
“Titanic” star enlisted private jets to fly in
pals like Tobey Maguire and Lukas Haas
for the three-day-long affair, November
14 - 16.  On the final night, DiCaprio
enjoyed a steak dinner with 20 close
friends (including Limp Bizkit singer
Fred Durst) then hit the hotel’s trendy
Ghostbar, where he danced and shot pool
with “Real World-Las Vegas” cast mem-
ber Arissa Hill, 23, until the wee hours of
the morning.

“He invited a lot of girls,” said pal
Henry Penzi, who helped organize the
festivities.  “Leo said it was by far his best
birthday.”

In fact, most things just seem to keep
getting better and better for the 5’ 10” Los
Angeles native, who returns from a self-
imposed exile this month with both
“Catch Me If You Can” and director
Martin Scorsese’s “Gangs of New York.”
“After Titanic came out, my whole life
was put under this sort of microscope and
I had an immediate loss in my private
life,” he tells Newsweek.

These days DiCaprio has learned a few
tricks to survive the fame game:  “I have
my hat and sunglasses wherever I go,” he
says.  “It’s all a matter of blending in with
your environment.  If you are somebody
who is recognizable, the first mistake you
can make is dressing up and having an
entourage.  As long as you walk alone and
dress like everybody else, you can easily
adapt to the environment.”

Of course, celebrities like DiCaprio,
who earned a reported $20 million for
“Catch Me If You Can,” cannot always
hide from the media – especially when
they are misbehaving.  Earlier this month,
a judge in Manhattan ordered a trial date
to be set in actor Roger Wilson’s $45 mil-
lion lawsuit against the “Titanic” star.

Wilson alleges DiCaprio instructed
friends to attack him outside a New York
bar in 1998, after Wilson’s girlfriend, star
Elizabeth Berkeley (“Showgirls)  ignored
his advances.

Berkeley is one of the many women to
have landed on DiCaprio’s radar over the
years.  He has been romantically linked to
actresses Sara Gilbert, Kate Winslet, Liv
Tyler and Juliette Lewis.   Earlier this year,
gossip scribes say he ended an on-again-
off-again romance with Brazilian model
Gisele Bundchen, and according to the
New York Daily News, DiCaprio hooked
up at a Halloween Party at the Playboy
mansion with a production assistant from
E! Television named Jennifer Paulson.

Not surprisingly, DiCaprio politely
refuses to comment on his current dating
status – saying just that he is “single” – or
on any of the various news stories circu-
lating around him.  “It’s a no win battle,”
he says, in a defiant tone.  “You can’t
stand up there on a podium and declare
who you really are or try to rebut each
individual story, because there is no way
you can win.”

He’s not trying to be difficult, you
understand.  It’s just that DiCaprio, today
wearing jeans, a gray wool sweater and
navy blue Detroit Tigers baseball cap,
would much rather talk about the movie.
Okay, Leo.  “Catch Me If You Can” is the
latest offering from director Steven
Spielberg, and an adaptation of the 1980
book co-authored by Abagnale himself.
“He has innate talents within him and he
has an instinct to be able to engage people
and make them trust him,” the actor says
of Abagnale, who in a strange turn of
events, now works as a special consultant
for the FBI and spent several days at
DiCaprio’s Los Angeles home helping
him prepare for the role. 

“He used his talents in a way that was
destructive to him.”

DiCaprio, too, is recognized for his tal-
ents.  In 1994, he received an Oscar nomi-
nation for role as Johnny Depp’s autistic
brother in “What’s Eating Gilbert Grape.”
He has also won praise for roles in “The
Basketball Diaries,” “This Boy’s Life” and
“Romeo and Juliet”.  But still, many fans of
the former teen pinup idol seem to be pre-
dominantly interested in his personal life.

Ardent Leo-phytes know he was named
after his pregnant mother Irmelin paid a
visit to the Uffizzi Gallery in Florence,
Italy.  While admiring a daVinci painting,
she felt a kick from her baby, prompting
her to name him after the painter.

DiCaprio is about to begin production
on “The Aviator,” one of several bio-pics
about the late billionaire, oil, casino and
airline tycoon Howard Hughes.  “It is his
initial descent into madness and his
obsessive-compulsive disorder,” he hints. 

It’s about young Howard Hughes, his
triumphs, and his initial slope downwards.

All you need to know
about Leonardo DiCaprio

Leonardo DiCaprio
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BY BRIAN MELLEY
Associated Press Writer

BAKERSFIELD — For a man who
spent his career locking up criminals,
Stephen Tauzer showed unusual kindness
toward a neighborhood kid who became
hooked on drugs.

When Lance Hillis, the son of a former
cop, hit bottom with methamphetamine,
the county’s No. 2 prosecutor put his rep-
utation on the line to keep the young man
out of jail.

His support didn’t end there.
The prosecutor offered his home,

money, even a car.
That posed more than ethical problems

for Tauzer, the Kern County assistant dis-
trict attorney. It also plunged him into a
battle with Chris Hillis, who felt his son
was beyond the reach of rehabilitation and
needed the reality of jail time to sober up.

Chris Hillis said he would kill Tauzer if
anything happened to his 22-year-old son,
according to court records.

Prosecutors say he followed through
on the promise five weeks after Lance
was killed in a head-on crash while flee-
ing a drug treatment center in a stolen car.

Tauzer was found in a pool of his own
blood on the floor of his garage in
September with a knife sticking out of his
head. Investigators knew immediately
who to suspect and only waited until they
had DNA evidence to make an arrest.

Hillis, 48, is now behind bars, accused
of murdering a former friend who usurped
his role as a father. He has pleaded inno-
cent and is being held in the Kern County
Jail without bail until a March hearing.

But some in this conservative town of
farms and oil fields wonder if Hillis’ appar-
ent rage was fueled by the perception that
an older man was inappropriately shower-
ing his son with more than generosity.

Soon after Tauzer’s body was found
and talk focused on his feud with Hillis,
rumors circulated that he was a “sugar
daddy” to Lance, his roommate.

District Attorney Ed Jagels and Tauzer
family members chafe at that notion, saying
only that Tauzer was like an uncle to Lance.

But the perception that something was
going on between Lance and the 57-year-
old unmarried man, weighed heavily on
Chris Hillis, according to a law enforce-
ment source who requested anonymity.

“This whole gay thing, I can’t stand it,”
Hillis once blurted to a probation officer han-
dling his son’s case, according to the source.

The defense is looking into whether
homosexuality played a role in the killing,
but wouldn’t say how it would be used.

“The witnesses have told us about Mr.
Tauzer’s visits with Lance in rehab, sending
cards and money, getting him a job at the
DA’s office, giving him a car,” said defense
lawyer Kyle Humphrey. “We did have a
string of homicides here in early ’80s where
prominent closeted gay men apparently
were messing around with younger men.
Several of the older men were killed.”

Margaret Tauzer, one of the prosecu-
tor’s 13 younger siblings, said her brother
was not gay. Another brother, Mark, said
his brother’s compassion for Lance was
typical of the love he showed his family.

“If he’d done anything for this kid, it’s
nothing more than he’s done for his nieces
and nephews,” said Mark Tauzer. “Twelve
hundred people don’t go to a funeral for a
sleazy guy.”

The rift between the two men was well

established.
When questioned by deputies on Sept.

16, the day after Tauzer’s body was dis-
covered, Hillis said the last time he saw his
former friend was two years earlier when
he confronted Tauzer about his relationship
with Lance, according to police reports.

Hillis told the Bakersfield Californian
that he asked Tauzer, “What is your
obsession with my son?” Hillis slapped
Tauzer in the face and Tauzer struck back
in an incident documented by the sheriff’s
office. He told Tauzer to leave his son and
their family alone.

Hillis boasted and joked to his father,
Donald Hillis, two years ago that he was
going to drown Tauzer in a pool and then
dump his body in the Kern River to make
it look like a fishing accident, police
reports said.

Donald Hillis, also a former cop, told
Tauzer about his son’s comments and the
prosecutor told friends, family members
and co-workers that he feared for his life,
according to police reports.

At one time, Hillis and Tauzer were
friends, neighbors and co-workers in the
district attorney’s office, where Chris
Hillis was an investigator for 11 years
until his medical retirement in 1995.

But Lance’s descent into drug use as a
teenager fractured that relationship as both
men chose different paths to help him.

Chris Hillis went back to school to
become a drug counselor and then opened
a treatment center called Haven. When he
realized his son was too deeply involved
in drugs, he took a tough-love approach,
advocating jail time.

Tauzer, however, worked behind the
scenes and wrote letters to judges and pro-
bation officers urging leniency for Lance
— an unusual posture from a prosecutor
in an office that prided itself on being the
toughest in the state.

The attorney general’s office was
called in to handle the cases because of
Tauzer’s conflict of interest and a state
prosecutor said his role was inappropriate.

Court records show that Lance started
using methamphetamine as a teenager and
was addicted by 1998. Despite numerous
breaks from courts that sentenced him to
probation instead of prison, he couldn’t
stay clean.

In August 2000, after Lance left one
program, his father handcuffed him in his
apartment after finding meth on a coffee
table and drug paraphernalia.

A short jail sentence was followed by
probation and more broken promises.

Tauzer thought Lance was doing better
when he visited him at a rehab center in
Placerville in June, reporting in a letter to
Judge Lee Felice that Lance “looked
healthy, happy and more importantly,
drug-free.”

But a few weeks later, Lance wrecked
Tauzer’s car while driving under the influ-
ence, according to a police report.

On Aug. 7, Lance stole a car from a
Kentucky Fried Chicken parking lot in
Placerville and sped toward the American
River, where he swerved into oncoming
traffic and was killed when he struck a
rafting bus.

In September, Tauzer visited El
Dorado County, the place where Lance
died. Tauzer was killed within days of
returning home.

Chris Hillis was arrested five weeks
later at the clinic he had renamed
“Lance’s Haven.”

King County prosecutor’s
murder linked to ex-cop
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BY JIM WASSERMAN
Associated Press Writer

SACRAMENTO — Though it may
seem like chump change compared to
California’s projected $35 billion budget
deficit, sales taxes on online shopping
could spare countless small government
programs from extinction by raising $200
million yearly — and possibly much more.

This newest potential budget fix res-
onates far beyond California. Nationally,
analysts believe local and state govern-
ments could add hundreds of millions —
if not billions — of dollars to their treas-
uries as shoppers increasingly buy online.

“We can no longer ignore an entire
segment of the retail marketplace,” said
Pat Leary, lobbyist for the California State
Association of Counties and a frequent
online shopper herself. “This is no longer
a fad. This is a genuine legitimate part of
people’s retail behavior now.”

Even as retail sales are sluggish,
Internet shopping is expected to climb to
$40 billion this year over last year’s $30
billion, according to New York-based
Jupiter Research. It could reach $105 bil-
lion within five years, senior Jupiter ana-
lyst Ken Cassar said.

Still, many online shopping deals are
closed without sales tax — $10 billion for
computers and accessories, $4.7 billion
for clothes and $2.8 billion for books was-
n’t taxed, according to Jupiter.

The reasons are complex and have
defied solutions.

Many online retailers balk at having to
compute the hodgepodge of local sales taxes

across the nation. Most customers, in turn,
duck their duty to pay the sales tax them-
selves and most states don’t go after them.

But the issue is taking on fresh urgency
in state capitals, where last fiscal year gov-
ernors collectively sliced $13 billion and are
preparing to whack billions more, according
to the National Governors Association.

At the height of Silicon Valley’s tech-
nology explosion two years ago, Gov. Gray
Davis vetoed a bill that would have forced
California’s online retailers to charge state
residents an online sales tax. Davis, then
presiding over a budget awash in surplus
funds, said the bill would send the wrong
message to an emerging new marketing
medium and robust job generator.

Now, facing a record budget shortfall,
Internet sales taxes are among many
options on his table.

“We’ll be looking at all ideas,” said
Davis spokeswoman Hilary McLean.

That might encourage some tax reform
advocates.

“There are a lot of programs that cost
$10 million that I care about,” said Lenny
Goldberg, a budget lobbyist and head of
the California Tax Reform Association.

Estimates vary widely on how much
local and state governments are losing
while they devise plans to encourage
online retailers to collect sales taxes vol-
untarily.

Sales taxes account for more than 30
percent of California’s income. This year
the state expects its 7.75 percent tax on
sales will generate $22.3 billion. At least
18 of California’s 58 counties add another
half cent for highways and transit.

BY JESSICA V. BRICE
Associated Press

SACRAMENTO — Alzada
Knickerbocker is getting ready for anoth-
er tough year.

Knickerbocker, the owner of a small
bookstore in Davis called The Avid
Reader, says she is still struggling through
the sluggish economy and a disappointing
holiday shopping season.

But starting in January, California
businesses will face another hardship:
Unemployment insurance taxes are set to
rise by as much as 28 percent.

“Any additional increase in tax rates,
especially in this economy, is going to be
tough,” Knickerbocker said. “It’s really
going to put an extra burden on the folks
who provide the jobs.”

State officials say the tax hike is need-
ed to help restore dwindling unemploy-
ment insurance reserves, which have
dropped from $5.6 billion in December
2001 to just $4.3 billion at the end of this
year, according to the California
Employment Development Department.

The drop is largely because people are
collecting unemployment at a higher rate
than the fund is being replenished,
according to the employment department,
and they will soon collect larger checks,
too. Maximum benefits are set to increase
in January from $230 to $330 per week.

The new tax rate — which automati-
cally jumps if the insurance trust fund
falls below set levels — means most

employers will pay about $14 to $21 more
per worker per year.

But many business leaders say it’s the
latest in a string of tough breaks for busi-
nesses hampering economic recovery.

“It’s been a train wreck of circum-
stances,” said Martyn Hopper, California
state director for the National Federation
of Independent Businesses. “Although the
cost of the unemployment insurance tax
itself is fairly small, it could be that last
straw that breaks the camel’s back.”

And with high unemployment rates
plaguing the nation, employers from
Missouri to Oregon to Texas also are fac-
ing higher taxes.

Most states use a countercyclical tax
schedule to raise money for the fund. That
means the tax rate is low during good eco-
nomic times and increases during eco-
nomic contractions, when more people
tap into unemployment insurance.

However, during the boom of the
1990s, many states failed to build up ade-
quate unemployment insurance reserves,
said Wayne Vroman, an economist at the
Urban Institute, a nonpartisan think tank
in Washington, D.C.

The federal government recommends
that states hold in reserve enough cash to
cover 12 months of high unemployment
claims in case of a recession. But as of
June 2001, about 24 states, including
California — which had about nine
months in reserve — didn’t meet those
guidelines. Four states could only cover
six months or less.

Sales tax on Internet buys
could help fill budget gap

High unemployment insurance
taxes add to economic burdens
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BY ROBERT O’NEILL
Associated Press Writer

BOSTON — The Boston Archdiocese
asked a judge Monday to dismiss the hun-
dreds of sexual-abuse lawsuits against the
church on freedom-of-religion grounds.
But the archdiocese said it is still commit-
ted to reaching a settlement.

The archdiocese said it made the dis-
missal request to satisfy its insurers that it
has employed all possible legal defenses.

“Failure to do this could very well
result in the insurance companies walking
away from us, saying that we have not
exercised all of our avenues of defense,”
said Bishop Richard G. Lennon, who was
named interim head of the fourth-largest
U.S. archdiocese on Dec. 13.

In court papers, the archdiocese argued
that under the First Amendment guarantee
of freedom of religion, civil law does not
apply to how religious organizations
supervise their personnel.

The argument was filed with Superior
Court Judge Constance Sweeney even as
Lennon renewed his request that all legal
maneuvering in the lawsuits be suspended
to that settlement talks could be intensified.

Jeffrey Newman, whose firm repre-
sents about 200 alleged victims, said he
believes the archdiocese remains sincere
in its efforts to move toward a settlement
of the more than 400 lawsuits filed over
child-molesting priests.

A law firm advising the archdiocese has
concluded that the church has at least $90
million available for a settlement, most of
it through coverage provided by two insur-
ance companies, Travelers and Kemper.

Archdiocese spokeswoman Donna
Morrissey said the archdiocese “believed
in the argument” it filed with the court, but
is still committed to reaching a settlement.

“I believe these cases are best resolved
through a comprehensive settlement and so
I renew my request that all parties accept a
moratorium on all discovery and court pro-
ceedings in order that all parties actively
pursue such a settlement,” Lennon said in
a statement issued Monday.

The move comes days after plaintiffs’
attorneys submitted estimates of how
much they want the archdiocese to pay
their clients. The estimate has not been
made public, and the archdiocese has until
mid-January to respond.

Massachusetts judges have already
rejected previous arguments by the arch-
diocese that the church’s activities are
immune from judicial scrutiny, and
lawyers questioned the archdiocese’s
chances of success this time.

“Will it be successful? Probably not,”
Newman said. “But do they have to com-
ply with the terms of the contract in order
to obtain money from the insurance con-
tract? Yes. So they’re in a Catch-22. Our
belief is that Lennon is doing what he’s
promising, that he’s committed to resolv-
ing the cases.”

By The Associated Press

MIAMI — Judge Ellen “Maximum”
Morphonios, who prosecuted rock star
Jim Morrison for allegedly exposing him-
self, took her pet chimpanzee to the office
and was known as “Time Machine” for
her long sentences, has died at 73.

Morphonios died Sunday of stomach
cancer.

“It’s just not like her to die,” said Anne
Cates, a former assistant. “She was
always a fighter.”

She got her nickname “Maximum” for
the 1,000-year sentences she gave robbers
and rapists.

“Even the criminals had a lot of respect
— they nicknamed her ‘Time Machine’
because they knew if they went before her
and were found guilty, they were going to do
a lot of time,” said Lloyd Hough, a retired
Miami-Dade County police detective.

Morphonios was known for her idio-
syncrasies: decorating her chambers in
lavender, moonlighting as talk-radio per-
sonality “Lady Ellen,” and taking Toto,
her chimpanzee, to work.

Morphonios sentenced one robber to
1,197 years in prison after he urinated on
the courtroom floor. She made him leave
without his pants.

When another defendant’s mother
passed out on the floor, Morphonios con-
tinued with her business.

“Next defendant,” she said. “Step for-

ward. Step over the body.”
Mensa, the organization for people

with high IQs, says in a profile of notable
members on its Web site that Morphonios
was a former model who passed an exam
that allowed her to enter law school with-
out an undergraduate degree.

Before becoming a judge, she was the
prosecutor in the case against Morrison,
the lead singer of the Doors, after he
allegedly exposed himself before 10,000
people at a 1969 Miami concert.

He was convicted the next year of
indecent exposure and use of profanity,
but was acquitted of lewdness and public
drunkenness. The guilty verdicts were
appealed, but Morrison died in 1971
before the case was resolved.

She also presided over football player
Eugene “Mercury” Morris’ 1982 cocaine
trafficking trial and sentenced the former
Miami Dolphin great to 20 years. He
served four before being granted a new
trial, then pleaded no contest to a reduced
charge. Morphonios sentenced him to
time already served.

Morphonios first retired in 1991 amid
Operation Court Broom, a judicial corrup-
tion investigation. She was investigated
but never charged. Three colleagues were
convicted.

In 1997 she returned as a part-time
judge, but she retired months later after a
state board questioned why she had not
reported an alleged bribe attempt.

Archdiocese seeks First
Amendment protection

Judge Ellen ‘Maximum’
Morphonios dead at 73

“Will it be successful?
Probably not.”

— JEFFREY NEWMAN
Attorney



BY JEANNINE AVERSA
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Early bird holiday shopping
helped to lift consumer spending in November by the
largest amount in four months. That, plus solid income
growth, underscored economists’ belief that consumers
will keep spending, supporting the economic recovery.

Consumer spending rose by 0.5 percent in November
from the previous month, led by a burst of buying of big-
ticket goods, such as cars and appliances, the Commerce
Department reported Monday. The increase — the biggest
since July — came after a 0.4 percent advance in October.

Americans’ incomes, including wages, interest and
government benefits, climbed 0.3 percent in November
for the fourth month in a row.

Consumers, whose spending accounts for two-thirds
of all economic activity in the United States, have been
the main force carrying the economy all year.

With incomes growing modestly and Americans’ con-
fidence in the economy improving, economists believe
consumers will keep their pocketbooks and wallets open
wide enough to help along the recovery, preventing a
new recession.

But for the nation’s retailers, it remains to be seen just
how much cheer they’ll get from this holiday shopping
season.

Retailers had a good start to the season with better-
than-expected sales during the Thanksgiving weekend.
But subsequent sales have been weak. Retailers are
offering heavy discounts to lure buyers and are keeping
their fingers crossed that last-minute shoppers will come
to the rescue.

“November’s consumer spending results were boosted
by people getting a jump on their holiday shopping,” said
Carl Tannenbaum, chief economist at LaSalle Bank. “But
despite the nice November, the news so far for the impor-
tant holiday retail period has not been outstanding.”

And, heavy markdowns might take a toll on retailers’
earnings.

“Heavy discounting might not bode well for retailers
profits,” said Richard Yamarone, economist with Argus
Research Corp. “I don’t think holiday sales will be as bad
as some think. The parking lots are full and people are
not just walking the malls. They are buying.”

On Wall Street, the Dow Jones industrial average lost
18.03 points to close at 8,493.29 as some retailers said
holiday sales were continuing to fall short of expectations.

So far this year, consumer spending has been support-
ed by a number of factors. They include: low interest
rates, zero percent financing offers, rising home values
and extra cash left from a flurry of home mortgage refi-
nancing. Those factors have been offsetting negatives

one including the turbulent stock market and a stagnant
job market.

Federal Reserve Chairman Alan Greenspan, in a
speech last week, described both consumer spending and
new-home sales, which are on track for a record year, as
“remarkably firm this year.”

In November, consumer spending on durable goods,
such as cars and appliances, jumped by 1.5 percent, the
biggest gain since August 2000. November’s increase
also marked a turnaround from the 1.4 percent decline in
spending on durable goods recorded in October.

On nondurable goods, such as food and clothing,
spending rose by 0.4 percent, down from a 0.8 percent
increase in October.

Spending on services climbed 0.4 percent in
November, following a 0.5 percent gain.

Americans’ disposable, or after-tax, income rose 0.4
percent in November for the fourth month in a row.
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Paddling out

Daniel Hulshizer/Associated Press
Ted Ricchiuti paddles his kayak back to Island
Beach State Park in Berkeley Township, N.J. at
dusk on Dec. 12. Richiuti says that he goes out
whenever the temperature is above 45 degrees.

BY SCOTT LINDLAW
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — President
Bush has pardoned seven Americans
for an array of mostly minor offens-
es, from a Mississippi man who tam-
pered with a car odometer to a postal
employee who stole $10.90 from the
mail, the White House announced
Monday.

The seven were the first pardons
of his administration.

Bush also pardoned a Tennessee
man sentenced in 1962 for making
untaxed whiskey; an Oregon man
convicted in 1966 in a grain-theft
conspiracy; an Iowa man sentenced
in 1989 for lying to the Social
Security Administration; a
Washington state man sentenced in
1972 for stealing $38,000 worth of
copper wire; and a Wisconsin minis-
ter who refused to be inducted into
the military, sentenced in 1957.

Bush granted the pardons on

Friday, but the White House
announced his pardons on Monday
with little fanfare. Bush maintained a
long-standing tradition by doing it
near the holidays.

While he personally approved the
pardons, the announcement was
made by the Department of Justice,
with the White House quietly signing
off. Bush is spending part of the
Christmas week at Camp David.

“What all these cases have in
common is that each pardon recipi-
ent committed a relatively minor
offense many years ago, completed
his prison sentence or probation and
paid any fine, and has gone on to live
an exemplary life and to be a positive
force in his community,” said Ashley
Snee, a White House spokeswoman.

The seven people Bush pardoned:
■ Kenneth Franklin Copley of

Lyles, Tenn. Sentenced to two years
probation in 1962 for manufacturing
untaxed whiskey.

■ Harlan Paul Dobas of Portland,

Ore. Sentenced to three months in
jail in 1966 for conspiracy involving
the sale of grain stolen from his
employer.

■ Stephen James Jackson of
Picayune, Miss. Sentenced to three
years probation and fined $500 in
1993 for altering an odometer.

■ Douglas Harley Rogers of
Brookfield, Wis. A Jehovah’s
Witnesses minister sentenced to two
years in jail in 1957 for failing to
report for military induction.

■ Walter F. Schuerer of Amana,
Iowa. Fined $15,000 in 1989 for
making a false statement to the
Social Security Administration
regarding his employment.

■ Paul Herman Wieser of
Tacoma, Wash. Sentenced to 18
months probation in 1972 for steal-
ing $38,000 worth of copper wire.

■ Olgen Williams of Indianapolis.
A postal worker sentenced to one
year in jail in 1971 for stealing
$10.90 from the mail.

Bush pardons seven Americans

Consumer spending rises slightly
for biggest increase since summer
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brations have become a blend of each of
their families’ traditions and their own
accumulated history.

Included in the holiday decorations
brought with them to Washington are two
crèches, one a Mexican nativity scene.
Earlier this year an addition was added
when Jenna, mindful of her parents’ fond-
ness for manger scenes, bought one while
visiting Prague with her mother. Mrs.
Bush, a former librarian, also likes to dis-
play Christmas books such as the chil-
dren’s classic “The Polar Express” on the
coffee table.

A perennial favorite tree ornament is
one made of construction paper displaying
photos of the twins. The ornament, which
they made as a school project when they
were about 2 years old, joins some from
Mrs. Bush’s childhood and even from her
grandmother’s collection. More recent
acquisitions depict their beloved Scottish
terrier, Barney, and other animals.

With Bush’s ascension to the nation’s
highest office and the construction of a
new home in Crawford, Texas, new tradi-
tions are being born.

The Christmas dinner menu was still
mostly undecided several days out, with
Mrs. Bush leaning toward a beef tender-
loin. She had considered, but then dis-
carded, a recipe for red velvet cake she
recently spied in a magazine.

The gifts that will appear Christmas
morning were being kept secret by the
first lady’s staff. One thing is certain: Per
presidential order, they will remain
wrapped until the family gathers in their
pajamas around the tree on Christmas
morning. Stocking gifts, usually the
purview of Bush, will likely be waiting
outside the girls’ bedroom doors.

Some traditions do change with age,
however. Jenna and Barbara, now 21,
probably will not try to attach the gift
bows around their pets’ necks as they did
every year when they were younger.

And one more change.
“Unlike when they were younger, they

sleep later,” said Mrs. Bush, who
answered written questions through her
spokeswoman. “They are not the ones
waking us up. We make the hot chocolate
and wake them up. By that time, the pres-
ident and I have already eaten our cereal.”

Joseph Bergen, chief operating officer of
the American Lung Association, which
nearly a century ago created “Christmas
Seals” to raise money from the public.
The organization recently sent out a holi-
day gift-wrapping kit.

Paulette Maehara, president of the
Association of Fund Raising
Professionals, acknowledged, “Guilt is a
reason that people do give in response.

“But you’re also providing something
of value, so they’re willing to give,” he
said. “Everybody can use labels, every-
body can use greeting cards.”

Yet some people find the giveaways to
be a wasteful or cynical way to raise
money, as if the cause alone is not com-
pelling enough to get people to donate.

Bergen says his group gets occasional
complaints from people who say all the
money should be going to fight lung disease.

“I feel that way myself, to be honest
with you,” he said. “If I give a contribu-
tion, I don’t want something in return. But
there are a big block of donors out there
who ... look for those kinds of things, and
they respond to them.”

Those people are known as premium
responsive. Another group of donors,
known as mission responsive, will give
because they support the cause and do not
care about getting gifts — or may even
resent them.

Some charities take care to identifying
premium-responsive donors when they
send solicitations, because it is more
expensive to market to them. Still, chari-
ties say the freebies work; they drive up
the response rate by nearly two-thirds.

“That literally translates into millions
and millions of dollars in additional net
income,” said Max Hart, who raises money
for the Disabled American Veterans.

Charities hope they do not run into too
many people like Janet Mondello, 55, a
Washington legal secretary who uses the

free labels and has gotten over her qualms
about not giving in return. “I feel they
could save that money and put it toward
the charity,” she said.

About 90 percent of households gave to
charity in 2000, according to a survey by
the Independent Sector, which represents
hundreds of charitable groups. The average
household gave about $1,600 in a year.

Fund-raising appeals peak this time of
year, when people are in a giving mood
and some want to boost donations to
claim on their tax returns.

Yet, the groups are mindful that not
everyone they solicit with freebies will
send money.

“They have enough of a response rate
to make it worth their while to do it,” said
Bennett Weiner, who runs the Better
Business Bureau’s Wise Giving Alliance,
a national watchdog for charities.

People who receive giveaways are not
obligated to make a donation, but some
people believe they should not accept
something for nothing. It’s an impulse
charities count on.

Lorraine Cwieka, marketing director at
a Washington law firm, loves getting the
address labels but said she avoids using
the greeting cards because people can tell
she got them free.

Cwieka, 31, also said charities could
spend their money better but thinks the
giveaways are a “good way of getting
their name out there.”

Giving to one charity opens the door to
repeat solicitations as well as numerous
requests from other groups, which can be
annoying.

Weiner says donors who do not want
multiple solicitations should include a
note saying so with their next donation.
Hart agrees.

“We try to honor their request no mat-
ter what it is,” he said. “We don’t want to
turn them off. We do need their support.”

BUSH, from page 1

CHARITIES, from page 1

Tamales, hot cocoa are
Bush holiday traditions

Flashier displays used
to attract new donations



BY TOM RACHMAN
Associated Press Writer

ROME — After a half-century of exile
and longing, Italy’s former royals returned
Monday to the land where their family
once reigned, ending the shame of banish-
ment imposed for the monarchy’s support
of Fascist dictator Benito Mussolini dur-
ing World War II.

Victor Emmanuel, the son of the last
king, made an unannounced one-day visit
to Italy as a commoner, along with his
wife and son. The family went straight to
the Vatican for a private meeting with
Pope John Paul II, then jumped back on a
private plane for Switzerland, their home
in exile.

The 65-year-old former prince —
exiled from Italy since age 9 — promised
he would return to Italy in February and
live out a dream: to travel around the
nation like a tourist.

“I’ll start to visit the whole of Italy
with my son, who doesn’t know it,” Victor
Emmanuel said. “Seeing how well we’ve
been received, it will be a great pleasure
to be among you all again.”

“I want to go to Naples and then we
will go to Venice, and visit all the other
parts of Italy — like someone who does-
n’t know the country.”

They became legally able to enter Italy
last month, when a law went into effect
overturning a 54-year-old constitutional
ban on the presence of the last monarch’s
male heirs in Italy.

His 30-year-old son, Emmanuel
Filiberto, was born and raised in
Switzerland, and hadn’t stepped foot in
the country before Monday. He described
the trip with his father and mother, Marina

Doria, as “magnificent.”
“For me it was something magical,” he

said.
In recent years, many Italians began to

feel that the constitutional ban on male
descendants of the House of Savoy was a
relic. Over the summer, parliament lifted
the ban after much lobbying by the royal
family.

“After all, they have not been personal-
ly responsible for anything and you cannot
maintain that ban indefinitely,” political
analyst and author Sergio Romano said.

“Lots of people have no regard for the
present members of the family, but feel
that they should come back. They realize
that this country has been made by the
monarchy to a certain extent.”

The family delayed taking advantage
of the right to return because Victor
Emmanuel recently suffered a back injury
in a motor-rally accident in Egypt. His
bad back led the family to limit their trip
Monday to five hours.

The visit may have been brief, but it
was emotional.

Family friend Hana Husak, who flew
with the royals from Geneva to Rome,
described Victor Emmanuel’s response
on arrival.

“I saw him tremble,” she said. “He
stood silent and was very emotional.”

The family took a drive through central
Rome, giving Victor Emmanuel a chance
to see grand monuments he hadn’t seen
since he was a boy. Arriving at the
Vatican, they had a 20-minute audience
with the pope, exchanging Christmas
greetings and gifts.

Each of the three ex-royals bowed
before the pontiff and kissed his hand.
Victor Emmanuel presented the pontiff

with two books about the Savoy family
and a print of a family member. The pope
gave them a rosary.

John Paul offered his blessing, wished
them “Merry Christmas,” and added
“Until next time,” Vatican spokesman
Joaquin Navarro-Valls said.

The exile goes back to a time when
Italy had suffered wartime defeat and dev-
astation, and its people looked for some-
one to blame. Among those deemed guilty
was King Victor Emmanuel III, who had
been a figurehead monarch during
Mussolini’s government.

On May 9, 1946, Victor Emmanuel III
abdicated in favor of his son Umberto II. But
Umberto lasted only a month before a refer-
endum in which Italians voted to scrap the
monarchy and make the country a republic.

Two years later, the republic’s new
constitution barred Umberto and his male
descendants from Italy.

For the few remaining Italian monar-
chists, Monday’s return marked the end of
an unfair chapter in Italian history.

“An injustice is wiped out,” said a
delighted Sergio Boschiero of the Italian
Monarchic Union, regretting only that the
ban had lasted so long.

Another formerly exiled European
royal, Simeon II of Bulgaria, returned to
his homeland last year and became pre-
mier when his party swept parliamentary
elections. Italy itself was home to exiled
Afghan King Mohammad Zaher Shah
until his return in April to help the rebuild-
ing of his nation.

But analysts said it was unimaginable
that the royal family — regularly mocked
on TV comedy shows and earning little
affection from the vast majority of
Italians — would have a direct impact on
national politics.

Analyst Romano said their return only
restores a piece of the nation’s history that
had been missing for decades.

“All sorts of things make the history of
the country,” Romano said. “To keep them
out is to keep them out of the history of
the country.”

At the Pantheon, the ancient Roman
monument where the Savoy family’s
ancestors are buried, an elderly volunteer
stood guard Monday in front of the tombs.

Retired Lt. Col. Francesco Silvestri,
83, said he was loyal to the royal family
— even if he didn’t think much of the cur-
rent crop.
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BY ALEXANDRA OLSON
Associated Press Writer

CARACAS, Venezuela — Troops
fired tear gas and rubber bullets Monday
to disperse demonstrators blocking a key
bridge across Lake Maracaibo as
Venezuela’s opposition protested the pres-
ident’s threat to fire striking oil workers.

National Guard troops swiftly broke up
the protest by several dozen people on the
bridge over the oil-rich lake in western
Venezuela. Blocking the bridge is illegal
because it’s the only land connection
between oil refineries on the east and west
sides of the lake.

Opponents of President Hugo Chavez
planned a candlelight march later Monday
to the Caracas offices of the state-owned
oil monopoly, Petroleos de Venezuela SA,
or PDVSA.

Carlos Ortega, president of
Venezuela’s largest labor confederation,
insisted citizens were “resolved to spend
Christmas in the streets” protesting
Chavez’s rule.

“Cost what it may, we will continue
with this strike,” Ortega said Sunday. “The
authoritarianism and violence of the
Chavez regime will not force us to retreat.”

The work stoppage, now in its 22nd
day, has paralyzed an oil industry that pro-
vides more than 70 percent of the coun-
try’s export revenue and is the fifth largest
supplier to the world.

Scarcity of gasoline was complicating
food deliveries, and many supermarkets

only had enough supplies to last four
more days, warned Rafael Alfonso, presi-
dent of the Venezuelan Chamber of
Industry and Food, in comments pub-
lished Monday in El Universal newspaper.

Still, more businesses and shops were
opening in downtown Caracas, which has
bustled with street vendors and traffic
throughout the strike.

Also Monday, several computers were
stolen or destroyed in a break-in at the
Caracas offices of the Organization of
American States, which is mediating talks
between the government and the opposition.

There were no arrests. Police didn’t
believe the burglary was politically moti-
vated, said OAS office director Carlos
Carbacho.

Chavez, who already has fired four
executives at the state oil company,
vowed more dismissals and said strikers
would be prosecuted.

“We have begun to recover PDVSA and
we will start a cleansing in PDVSA,”
Chavez said during his weekly television and
radio show Sunday. “Those who didn’t show
up for work ... well, they will be fired.”

Chavez seized a gasoline-laden ship
whose crew joined the strike by dropping
anchor in Lake Maracaibo. Soldiers then
moved the tanker Pilin Leon to shore after
Friday’s seizure.

A judge freed the crew from jail
Sunday but prohibited them from leaving
the country.

Twelve other tankers remained idle in

various ports, though crews from two of
the vessels were forced off and arrested,
according to lawyer Gonzalo Himiob.

Chavez announced that the govern-
ment has exported more than 2 million
barrels of oil to the United States, the
largest customer for Venezuela, in the last
nine days. Another tanker carrying
500,000 barrels will leave port in the next
hours, he said.

However, oil exports have been cut by
about 90 percent since the strike began
Dec. 2, helping drive up world prices.

Chavez said in an interview Sunday
that the government has activated emer-
gency measures to import gasoline from
Brazil and Colombia. He also told
Brazil’s O Estado de S.Paulo newspaper
that Russia offered to send oil tankers.

Business, labor and opposition political
parties called a general strike Dec. 2 to
demand Chavez step down or submit to
early elections, accusing him of failing to

revive the economy, widening class divi-
sions and ruling autocratically. Under
Chavez, Venezuela’s economy shrank 6
percent in the first nine months of this
year, unemployment has climbed to 17
percent and inflation to 30 percent.

His popularity has slipped to about 30
percent, though it remains as high as 45
percent in the slums that ring Caracas.

Chavez, a former army paratrooper
commander who led an unsuccessful coup
in 1992, was elected in 1998 and re-elect-
ed in 2000, on promises to help the poor.
He is not constitutionally obligated to
submit to a recall referendum until
halfway into his six-year term, or August.

The National Elections Council, how-
ever, has accepted a petition signed by
more than 2 million people calling for a
nonbinding vote Feb. 2. Voters swarmed
to registration centers across the country,
forcing authorities to keep them open for
an extra day Monday.

Troops use tear gas to disperse Venezuelan protesters

Iraq attends Mideast Summit

Nasser Nasser/Associated Press
Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz, right, attends the opening ceremony
of Emergency Conference of Arab Solidarity Committee in Baghdad.

Ex-royal family returns
home after half-century ban



BY JIM LITKE
AP Sports Writer

Bud Selig’s latest solution to baseball’s
Pete Rose problem sounds like something
he cooked up while watching the season
finale of “Survivor.”

Selig plans to invite the 58 living
members of the Hall of Fame to a meeting
next month in Los Angeles. There, the
commissioner intends to find out how
they’d feel about Rose joining their ranks.

For sheer drama, it could rival that
moment at the end of the TV series when
the tribal council is convened — except
no one will carry torches and these guys
will be polled about letting Pete onto the
island, not kicking him off.

Oh, one other important difference: It’s
probably a done deal.

Whatever side Selig was on the day
Rose was banished from baseball 13 years
ago, Bud almost certainly wants Pete in
the hall now. The commissioner can’t say
so, not for the record, anyway, and he
knows it can’t happen overnight.

All Selig can do is reinstate Rose and
make him eligible for the hall; the rest is
up to the baseball writers who cast ballots.
But with this latest lobbying effort, Selig
is hedging his bets.

On Sunday, the commissioner’s point
man in the Rose talks wouldn’t even con-
firm a meeting with hall members was in
the works. But Bob Dupuy did say, “The
commissioner is interested in hearing ...
the myriad issues.”

Interested?
Selig is so desperate to serve baseball

he’d auction off one of his kidneys during

a seventh-inning stretch if he was con-
vinced it would do the game lasting good.

Myriad issues?
Selig so loves consensus that he’d poll

convicted felons and Gamblers
Anonymous — two other groups Rose
carries credentials for — if he thought
their support would make his decision
seem any more credible.

But the commissioner already has all
the cover he needs. Every fan poll con-
ducted the last 10 years poll backs Rose
by a 3-to-1 margin. Selig has also been on
hand to hear the thunderous ovations and
see the ballyard light up the two times he
allowed Rose to set foot on the field dur-
ing sanctioned events.

So, if Selig is only interested in making
the popular decision, his research is
already done. But if leadership means try-
ing to make the right decision, then his
next step is to make Rose come clean
about his gambling — and that’s before
Selig announces his decision. There’s
plenty of time afterward to meet with the
Hall of Fame crowd.

When Rose was banned in August
1989, he signed a document acknowledg-
ing then-commissioner Bart Giamatti had
a “factual basis” for imposing the lifetime
sentence. Rose has threatened several
times since to hand over evidence that
baseball’s lawyers “blackmailed” witness-
es, and produce experts of his own to
shred the testimony of the experts who
found his handwriting and fingerprints on
betting slips.

Now would be the perfect time for
Selig to call Rose’s hand — instead of try-
ing to help stack the deck. Everybody can

see through that trick.
Reached at his suburban Tampa home

Sunday night, Hall of Fame pitcher Robin
Roberts said he wouldn’t fly across the
country to meet with Selig. He said he
didn’t see any point debating Rose’s wor-
thiness for the hall until the commissioner
determined his eligibility.

“Until he’s off the banned list,”
Roberts said, “there’s no point talking
about it.”

Hall of Fame pitcher Bob Feller, who
has been an outspoken critic of Rose, said
over the weekend he wouldn’t pass up the
opportunity to make his sentiments
known. But Roberts, who could be every
bit as tough as Feller on a pitching mound,
thinks there will be time enough for that.

First, he wanted a full accounting from
Rose. That, Roberts argued, is the only

way the hit king’s candidacy will get a fair
hearing from both the baseball public and
the hall’s voters.

“Because of the reaction of the fans,
the commissioner had to say, ’Look, I’ll
review the situation.’ But just because
Pete is eligible doesn’t mean he gets in. I
don’t think it’s as cut-and-dried the way a
lot of others do.

“Most people don’t even remember
what he was accused of. I think the Hall of
Fame voters do, and so if Pete’s a guy
who comes forth and says, ’Hey, look, I
did wrong, I put baseball in a bad spot,’
that’s one thing.

“But look at the other side: Whatever
he admits to so he gets off the list might
make some people say, ’Whoa, we
believed him about being innocent and
now this.”’

SPORTS
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BY JANIE MCCAULEY
AP Sports Writer

OAKLAND — Deion Sanders was
released by the Washington Redskins on
Monday, clearing the first of several
obstacles for him to play for the Oakland
Raiders.

The retired cornerback was on the
reserve-retired list with the Redskins, the
team from which he retired after the 2000
season, one year into his seven-year con-
tract — meaning the Redskins own his
rights.

Sanders now must clear waivers for the
Raiders to be able to sign him. It was not
immediately clear whether the team wants
him, despite Sanders’ comments about
trying to return to the NFL with the
Raiders.

The Raiders would not confirm they
were in discussions with Sanders.

“That remains highly speculative at
this point,” coach Bill Callahan said
Monday. “I don’t want to take away or
detract from the team and what we did
yesterday. It’s very speculative and there
is no reason to address it.”

Being placed on waivers means any of
the NFL’s 32 teams — including an AFC
playoff team looking to spoil the Raiders’
plans — can claim Sanders and place him
on their reserve-retired list.

Sanders said Sunday he was talking
with the Raiders about joining them for
the playoffs. Oakland (10-5) clinched its
third straight AFC West title with a 28-16
win over Denver on Sunday.

There are two ways Sanders could play
for another team: by being traded or by
having Washington release him.

Since the trade deadline has past, he
would have to be released.

Redskins spokesman Karl Swanson
said the team wouldn’t hold Sanders back
from joining the Raiders.

“The Redskins have no problem with
Deion going to Oakland,” Swanson said.
“If Oakland is interested in us (releasing
him), we have no problem with it.”

Calls to Sanders’ agent and Raiders
senior assistant Bruce Allen were not
immediately returned Monday.

The 35-year-old Sanders announced
Sunday he was considering a comeback.

“I may come back to a playoff team,”
he said Sunday on CBS Sports’ “NFL
Today,” where he’s a studio host. “I’ve
made contact, I have spoken to my attor-
ney, we have spoken to the Oakland
Raiders.”

Allen would not confirm the team was
negotiating with Sanders, who retired
after 11 years in the NFL.

But Allen didn’t deny it, either.
“No, I can’t say it’s false,” Allen said.

“Yes, he did say that, didn’t he? I think
he’s always liked the Raiders. I think he’s
having some fun imagining the possibili-
ties. Everything is possible. Earlier in the
week, we were short on corners.”

Sanders finished his career with 474
tackles, 385 of them solo, 48 intercep-
tions, 10 forced fumbles and eight touch-
downs. He also was a standout kick
returner.

Some of the Raiders would welcome
his talent, while others believe Sanders
would disrupt the team’s chemistry
despite the need to boost the depleted sec-
ondary.

“I don’t see that starting anything up,”
injured cornerback Charles Woodson said
Monday. “Whether we bring in Deion or
someone else, we need help in the sec-
ondary. It’s no secret.”

Redskins release Sanders, may start for Oakland

Dave Kennedy/Associated Press
Denver Broncos Ed McCaffrey and Oakland Raiders Clarence Love collide,
knocking the ball from the grasp of McCaffrey in Oakland on Sunday. Oakland
won the game 28-16 over Denver.

By The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Benito
Santiago, the San Francisco Giants’ star
catcher, claims he has no idea how a
Federal Express package bearing his
name and containing two ounces of mar-
ijuana ended up at an airport in his home
country of Puerto Rico.

Santiago told the San Francisco
Chronicle Sunday that he suspects some-
one is trying to tarnish his good name.

“I’m not going to throw my career
away with a stupid thing like this. I’m
not going to embarrass my family,”
Santiago said.

Santiago was questioned in his home-
town in Puerto Rico after agents there
discovered the package at the airport
bearing the player’s name and address
and containing a small amount of pot,
Puerto Rico police said Friday.

Santiago maintains his innocence in
the whole matter.

Finding a way to make Pete Rose eligible for Hall of Fame

S.F. Giants’ catcher, Benito
Santiago, denies pot use
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Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
by Chuck Shepard 

Quotes that will put a smile on your face
■ “It’s sick, disgusting and perverted. I know all these things (but) I can't go to prison for the rest of

my life ... without seeing (some).” (spoken by confessed murderer Cory Stayner, offering police a deal
in which he’d describe his crimes in detail if they’d give him a “good-sized stack” of child pornography
to look at) (San Jose, Calif., July) [San Jose Mercury News, 7-24-02] 

■ “It was like a ‘Blazing Saddles’ routine, because every time these (management) guys would move
on their seats, you could hear flatulence.” (spoken by a participant at a September labor-management ses-
sion in San Francisco, describing a union man’s prank of having placed a small flatulence-sound-pro-
ducing device under the table during a Pacific Maritime Association negotiating session with the dock-
workers union, according to a report in the San Francisco Chronicle).
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Classified Advertising Conditions :REGULAR RATE: 2.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20 per word per day. Ad must run a minimum of
twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra. Please call for rates. TYPOS:
Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once. DEADLINES: 4:00 p.m. prior the day of
publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 4:00 p.m. PAYMENT: All private party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks,
credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310)458-7737; send
a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press, P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at
1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER  RATES: For information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call
our office at (310)458-7737.

Sell those old skis. Classifieds for $2.50 per day.
up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word 

call 310-458-7737 and sell your old sporting goods to someone who will actually use them.

Employment

FUNDING  
COORDINATOR

Dynamic individual needed for 
established co, to direct school 
funding programs. Help PTA’s, 
teachers, coaches, students.
1st yr. $38-46k (813)782-9112

PART-TIME REAL Estate. $12 
to $25 per hour. Santa Monica.
See details and apply at 
www.nsreal.com.

TEACHER NEEDED: Topanga 
Co-op preschool. Design, di-
rect, expanded classes and tod-
dler programs. Must be creden-
tialed. Begin now. Flex hours.
E-mail resume to:
ces9801@hotmail.com. Cesilie 
(310)455-9801. Join our fun!

THE SANTA Monica Daily 
Press is looking for Advertising 
Account Executives. Print ad-
vertising and consultave/solu-
tion based selling experience a 
plus. E-mail resume and cover 
letter to Ross at 
ross@smdp.com or fax it to 
(310) 576-9913

Wanted

CASH FOR ANTIQUES,
COLLECTIBLES, ESTATE 
JEWELRY, DISHES, PHO-

TOS, X-MAS DECORA-
TIONS. 40 YRS. OR OLD-
ER BUYING ESTATES OR 

ONE ITEM.
(310)393-1111

PARKING or SPACE for 
Modern MOTORHOME 
WANTED on vacant land or 
beside residence. With or 
without utilities. Santa Moni-
ca/Malibu close. Writer/Medi-
tator/Philosopher. Age 59.
Code 4567. Pager (323)433-
4848. E-mail:
zenawake@yahoo.com.

For Rent
BEVERLYWOOD ADJACENT
$1050.00 Large 2bdrm/1ba up-
per front unit w/lots of natural 
light in 12 unit building. Fresh 
paint and carpet. 1 car off street 
parking. Laundry in building. 1 
year lease, no pets. (310)396-
4443, ext. 102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

BEVERLYWOOD ADJACENT 
$525.00 Bachelor in quaint 
smaller building. Fresh paint 
and carpet. 1 year Lease, no 
pets. (310)396-4443 ext. 102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

FABULOUS, REMODELED,
Resort style condo, 1bdrm/1ba, 
ocean, mountain views. Securi-
ty building, all appliances in-
cluded. Available immediately.
$2,300 Call (310)230-3700.

MARINA PENINSULA 2bdrm/ 
2ba, 2 car parking on quiet 
street. Amazing views. Steps 
to beach, shopping & restau-
rants. New paint and carpet, 
fireplace, dishwasher, stove. 2 
units available. $1,495.00 to 
$2,395. (310) 396-4443 x102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

MDR ADJACENT $1395.00 
2+2, fireplace, dishwasher, 
stove, large private patio, new 
paint & carpet in newer gated 
building w/gated, subterranean 
parking, AC, quiet neighbor-
hood, laundry room. 1 year 
lease, no pets. (310)578-9729.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

SANTA MONICA $275wk 
Dorm-style Hotel, prvt rm. free 
local calls & cable, util incld, 
prkng. Westside Rentals 
(310)429-9920

For Rent
MDR ADJACENT $825.00  Stu-
dio, gated building with gated, 
subterranean parking. Newer 
building with courtyard area, 
fireplace, dishwasher, stove, 
laundry room, prkng,1 year 
lease, no pets. (310)578-9729

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

NEW STUDIO Apartments 
available from $1295.00 to 
$1355.00. Six blocks from the 
beach. Three blocks from Third 
St. Promenade area!  (310)656-
0311. www.breezesuites.com

VENICE BEACH $1045.00 
1BD/1BA, w/ocean view, hard-
wood floors, 1/2 block from 
beach on quiet walk street.
Bright and airy, fresh paint, 
new blinds. 1 year lease, no 
pets. (310) 396-4443 x102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH$2,400.00 
Residential loft, completely ren-
ovated. 1bdrm/2ba, oakwood 
floors, high ceilings, rooftop pa-
tio, balcony, 2 car parking, lots 
of windows, lots of storage.
Great looking unit. 1 year lease, 
no pets. (310)396-4443 x102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $1050.00 
Large 1bdrm/1ba w/ new paint, 
carpet and 1 car parking off 
street. Close to beach and res-
taurants. 1 year lease, no pets.
(310)577-0206.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $1495.00 
1bd/1ba with ocean view. Very 
sunny apartment, fireplace, 
dishwasher, stove, 2 balconies, 
1 car garage. 1 year lease, no 
pets. (310) 396-4443x102

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $850.00 Sin-
gle w/lots of charm and original 
hardwood floors. 1 block from 
the beach. Close to shopping 
and restaurants. 1 year lease, 
no pets, paid parking available.
(310)396-4443 ext.102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

SM NEW Town Homes! 3 + 2.5.
All applicances, W/D included.
2 parking spaces. Security 
building. $2950 to $3250 
(310)261-2093.

For Rent

SANTA MONICA $1350 Roomy 
2bdrm/1ba lower. 19th near SM 
Blvd. Large private patio. At-
tractive 6-unit building. Redeco-
rated, new carpets. Appliances 
incl., gas range, 2-door refrig., 
dishwasher. Consider small pet.
(310)828-4481.

SANTA MONICA $2600 
3bdrm/3ba, 827 18th St. #F.
Huge upper apt., fireplace, big 
balcony, NEW carpet, buit-in 
dishwasher & stove, wet bar.
No pets. Parking, 1-year lease, 
1/2 block S. of Montana. Sulli-
van-Dituri Co. (310)453-4342.

For Rent
SANTA MONICA $567.00 
Bachelor, r/s, 1 blk to Prome-
nade, prkng. Westside Rentals 
395-RENT

SANTA MONICA $695.00 
Bachelor, near beach, util inlcld, 
prkng. Westside Rentals 395-
RENT

SANTA MONICA $900.00 
1BD/1BA, crpt, yard, near SMC, 
prkng. Westside Rentals 395-
RENT

SANTA MONICA $925.00 
1BD/1BA, hrdwd flrs, lndry.
Westside Rentals 395-RENT

SANTA MONICA Canyon 
$695.00  Guest Apartment, 
near beach, prkng. Westside 
Rentals 395-RENT

W. LA $900.00 Extra large 
1bdrm/1ba w/garden view.
Great centralized location and 
private parking. Laundry room, 
carpet, private entry. 1 year 
lease, no pets. (310)396-4443 
ext. 102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

Houses For Rent
SANTA MONICA $850.00 
Guest House, N of Wilshire, r/s, 
French doors, util incld, West-
side Rentals 395-RENT

SANTA MONICA $900.00 Tri-
plex, pet ok, hrdwd flrs, prkng.
Westside Rentals 395-RENT

VENICE CANALS House 
$3,250 3bdrm/2ba, 2 car ga-
rage, canal front patios and 
views, fireplace. Great location! 
Repainted inside and out, new 
carpet downstairs, new wood 
trim, new garage door, new 
deck, new windows. 1 year 
lease. No pets. (310)396-4443 
x102

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

Roommates

S.M. SHARE 2bdrm furnish-
ed apt. 9th & Wilshire.
$2200.00 a month, You pay 
only $675.00!! (310)394-
1050.

SANTA MONICA $380.00  Prvt 
rm, pet ok, high ceilings, month 
to month. Westside Rentals 
395-RENT

SANTA MONICA $490.00  Prvt 
rm, r/s, bright, month to month, 
cable. Westside Rentals 395-
RENT

SANTA MONICA $850.00 
2BD/2BA in High-tech Condo.
10 blks from beach. Security.
Covered parking. (310)399-
5439

Roommates
VENICE $900.00 plus utilities.
House to share. Room plus 
bath. Pets ok, yard, garage.
(310)980-7075.

Real Estate Loans
0 POINTS REFINANCING
through small town company 
with competent , honest broker 
and low overhead. Local con-
tact. (310)260-9140.

Storage Space

GARAGE WANTED! 2-car 
street entrance. W. Los An-
geles, Santa Monica. $200.00 
(310)442-9595.

Massage

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal 
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
energy balancing, non-sexual.
Introductory specials from 
$45.00/1hr. In/out. Lynda, 
L.M.T. (310)749-0621

REVITALIZE & Rejuvenate.
Body, Mind & Spirit with a ther-
apeutic Swedish/Deep-tissue 
massage. Laura (310)394-2923  
(310)569-0883.

STRONG & SOOTHING deep-
tissue massage. Near Prome-
nade. Intro: $35/90min. Paul:
(310)741-1901.

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE,
Swedish, Accupressure, 
Deep-tissue, Sports Mas-
sage, Reflexology. For apt 
call Tracy at (310)435-0657.

Services

HOUSE CLEANING
Janet’s at Your Service! 
House, yards, garage. Parties 
w/hot dog cart! (310)367-5436 
/(818)545-8914

HOUSE CLEANING - Available 
6 a.m. to 2 p.m. Windows, 
laundry, general house clean-
ing. References available. Re-
sponsible. Reasonable prices.
Call Lalo (310) 313-0848.

PROFESSIONAL, RELIABLE
Female Bartender for your pri-
vate parties. House-sitting/ 
house-cleaning services also 
offered. Jill (310)582-1120.



KEEP YOUR DATE STRAIGHT
Promote your event in the Santa Monica Daily Press Calendar section.

Fax all information to our Calendar Editor: Attention Angela @ 310.576.9913
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Calendar items are printed free of charge as a service to our readers. Please submit your items to todayspaper@smdp.com for consideration. Calendar events are limited by space, and will be run at the discretion of the Calendar Editor.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25, 2002
LOEWS CINIPLEX BROADWAY CINEMA
1441 Third St. at Broadway
Empire (2002) (R) 3:00. About Schmidt (R)
12:15, 1:15, 3:15, 4:15, 6:15, 7:15, 9:15.  Two
Weeks Notice (PG-13) 11:30, 12:30, 2:00, 4:30,
5:30, 7:00, 8:00, 9:30.

MANN CRITERION
1313 Third St.
Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets
(PG) 11:30, 3:15, 7:05, 10:30.  Adaptation (R.)
12:30, 3:45, 7:10, 10:20.  Treasure Planet (PG)
12:00.  The Hot Chick (PG-13) 2:30, 5:00, 7:45,
10:10.  Gangs of New York (R) 11:15, 3:00, 7:00,
10:40.  Narc (R) 11:00, 1:45, 4:30, 7:15, 10:00.
The Wild Thornberrys Movie (PG) 11:45, 2:15,
4:45, 7:30, 9:50.

AMC THEATRE SM 7
1310 3rd Street
Analyze That (R) 11:35, 1:50, 4:30, 7:15. Die
Another Day (PG-13) 10:25, 1:20, 4:25, 7:25.
Drumline (PG-13) 11:25, 2:10, 5:00, 7:40. Maid
in Manhattan (PG-13) 11:45, 2:30, 5:15, 7:45.
Star Trek: Nemesis: with Captions (PG-13)
11:15, 2:00, 4:50, 7:35. The Lord of the Rings:
The Two Towers (PG-13) 11:15, 12:00, 3:00,
4:00 6:45, 8:00.

LANDMARK NU-WILSHIRE
1314 Wilshire Blvd.
Bowling for Columbine (R) 1:30, 4:15, 7:30. Far
From Heaven (PG-13) 2:00, 4:30,  7:00.

LAEMMLE MONICA
1332 2nd St.
Rabbit-Proof Fence (PG) 12:15, 2:40. 5:05, 7:30,
9:55. Frida (R) 1:45, 4:30, 7:15, 10:05.  Evelyn
(PG) 1:00, 3:20, 5:40,  8:00, 10:15.

AERO THEATRE
1328 Montana Ave.
Bloody Sunday 5:00 Secretary 7:30, 10:00

CHRISTMASCHRISTMAS
The annual Santa Monica Nativity Scenes is on dis-
play at Palisades Park along Ocean Avenue near
Arizona. The 14 lighted scenes with life-size figures
depicting events surrounding Christ’s birth will
remain on display through January 1. For more
information please call (310) 453-4445.

THURSDATHURSDAYY
The annual Santa Monica Nativity Scenes is on dis-
play at Palisades Park along Ocean Avenue near
Arizona. The 14 lighted scenes with life-size figures
depicting events surrounding Christ’s birth will
remain on display through January 1. For more
information please call (310) 453-4445.

Ongoing support groups for people 55 and older.
Current openings in Men's Group. Thursdays, 11:15
to 12:45. Center for Healthy Aging, 2125 Arizona
Avenue. Sliding scale fee. Not drop-in groups. Phone
interview required. Call Information and Referral.
(310)576-2550.

Dharma at the Clubhouse.  A weekly book and multi-
media study group, no fee.  Applying studies of

Buddhism-Dharma into our daily lives.  Every
Thursday night at the Clubhouse at Douglas Park,
25th & Wilshire.  7:30 to 9pm.  Dan (310) 451-4368
www.santamonicakksg.org

O'Briens Irish Pub, 2941 Main St., Santa Monica,
pours A Pint of Funny, every Thurs., 8 p.m. FREE!
(310)396-4725.

Gotham Comedy Night!  Standup at Gotham Hall,
1431 3rd St. Promenade,  Santa Monica; every
Thursday, 7:30 pm, $5.00 + 2 item min. 21/ over.
(323) 525-5254

Senior Suppers - Discounted meals for people AGE
55 or older are served daily, from 3:30 p.m. To 7 p.m.,
in the cafeteria at Santa Monica-UCLA Medical
Center, 1250 16th Street in Santa Monica. $3.69 Info
only: (310)319-4837.

Unurban Coffee House presents Komedy Crunch
every Thursday evening. Showtime is 7pm. 3301
Pico Blvd. (310)315-0056

Gotham Hall presents Comedy Night! Featuring
professional stand-ups. Every Thursday, 1431 3rd St.
Promenade, 8pm. Admission is $5 + 2 item mini-
mum. 21 and over. (323)525-5254.
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Librarian calls cops on missing books
By The Associated Press

ENFIELD, Conn. — When books go missing at the
Enfield Public Library, Henry Dutcher doesn’t just send
out late notices. He calls the police.

The library director did just that in the case of
Thomas Hoey, who checked out more than $400 worth
of library items last summer and didn’t bring them back,
even after the library repeatedly wrote letters and called.

Hoey has since skipped town. But there’s a warrant
for his arrest and if police ever catch up to the 60-year-
old library patron, he will be charged with misdemeanor
larceny. He is the first, and so far, only citizen to be
charged in Enfield for failing to bring back his overdues.

For about a year now, the Enfield Public Library has
called on the police to solve its cold cases: books, CDs
and movies missing for months, even years.

The approach has worked. Since January, the library
has recovered hundreds of missing items, worth more
than $7,000. It’s material that would have otherwise dis-
appeared forever, Dutcher said.

Santa’s helpers wear prison stripes
By The Associated Press

ELLSWORTH, Kan. — Some of Santa’s helpers
wear prison stripes.

Inmates at the Ellsworth Correctional Facility in
Kansas are helping to make the holidays a little brighter
for needy kids. The inmates are making old bikes as
good as new for youngsters whose families can’t afford
to buy them.

Prison officials say by Christmas Eve, the inmates
will have rebuilt about 275 bikes. Since 1999, more than
500 used bicycles have been given makeovers. The
bikes are donated to service and nonprofit groups for
distribution to the kids.

And at the Osborn Correctional Institution in Somers,
Conn., about a dozen inmates use scraps of fabric from
the prison’s clothing shop to make rag dolls for needy
children.

They are learning to sew for a program that makes
mattresses and other items for private industry like pris-
ons, hotels and hospitals. With the leftover material,
they make the dolls.

“We have no use for the scraps,” said Michael A.
Kiczuk, industries supervisor.

Business man gives a dollar at a time
By The Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — A downtown businessman
has decided to share some of his good fortune with oth-
ers a dollar at a time.

Mike Jeffcoat, 42, a corporate furnishings consultant,
taped 300 $1 dollar bills to his office window Friday
along with a note: “Please take only what you need.
Remember others.”

Many in the crowd took nothing, while some took a
few bucks for a cup of coffee, Christmas presents or a
bus ticket. It was all gone in 35 minutes.

Jeffcoat said he believed wallpapering the window
would allow people to grab what they needed without
much hassle.

As he hung money, Jeffcoat said one stranger gave
him $20. The man didn’t have singles and wanted to
help. Others gave a few bucks.

Sharmel Shirley, 23, and Sadaka Kimble, 24, split the
final $41. Shirley needed to pay a power bill. Kimble’s
daughter needed diapers. Both women said they’ve been
out of work for four months.

“Money just flapping in the wind,” Shirley said. “It
was like, ‘Wow!”’

Man chaperons field trip in ‘drag’
By The Associated Press

O’FALLON, Mo. — A father who chaperoned a
fourth-grade field trip while dressed as a woman has
told the school district he regrets creating a stir.

“He went on the trip because his daughter asked him
to go,” said Superintendent Dan O’Donnell of the
Francis Howell district, which includes Castlio
Elementary School fourth-graders who took the Oct. 18
trip. “If he had known it would have caused this much
of an uproar, he wouldn’t have gone.”

The father’s identity has not been revealed, and he
has not spoken publicly.

Parents complained to the school board after the man,
during a class outing to Jefferson City, apparently wore
a woman’s hairstyle, makeup and apparel, including
jeans and shoes.

During a board meeting earlier this month, a man
whose wife teaches at Castlio said in defense of the
father that the man had been volunteering at school and
attending parent-teacher conferences for at least eight
years while dressed as a woman.

“No one has said a word. No one has had a problem
with him until now,” said Marty Hodits, 54.


