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A blow-up Santa Claus waves to passerbys on the beach.

New superintendent reflects on
the first 100 days
BY ANDREW H. FIXMER
Special to the Daily Press

Within John Deasy’s first 100 days as superintend-
ent, a whirlwind of change has engulfed the Santa
Monica-Malibu Unified School District.

Shortly before officially assuming the reigns on July
5, three assistant superintendents resigned from the
school district and needed to be replaced quickly.
Nearly half the school board turned over in last
November’s elections. Collectively, in three short
months more than half the school district’s leadership
has changed hands.

But Deasy has shown he is adept at handling pressure
and making decisive decisions. Three new administra-
tors were quickly hired and Deasy, along with the three
new school board members, went through a dizzying
orientation process.

So far the results have been in Deasy’s favor.
For the first time in many years, the Santa Monica-

Malibu Unified teachers’ union and the administration are
on good terms. A new contract has been recently approved
and union representatives share the stage with administra-
tors and board members at school board meetings.

“We are so fortunate
to have John here,” said
Tom Pratt, former
school board president,
at a recent school board
meeting. “In fact, I’d
say we’re one of the
luckiest school districts
in the country.”

Recently, Deasy has
been instrumental in
planning how the school
district will deal with
overcrowded class-

rooms throughout the dis-
trict. His plan outlines the steps needed to stem the
number of permits granted to non-resident students,
which encompass nearly 21 percent of the entire student
body.

The next challenge for the school district, with
Deasy’s guidance, is to find a new source of funding to

By the Associated Press

President Bush’s Christmas message to
Americans:

Christmas is a time of wonder and joy, of gen-
erosity and peace, that brings family and friends
together in celebration and song. We sing old hymns
and familiar carols, we show love for others in the
giving of gifts and we observe the hallowed tradi-
tions that make the season special. This year in the
midst of extraordinary times, our nation has shown
the world that though there is great evil, there is a

greater good. Americans have given of themselves,
sacrificing to help others and showing the sprit of
love and sharing that is so much a part of the
Christmas season.

According to the Gospel of Luke, 2,000 years
ago, the savior of mankind came into the world.
Christians believe that Jesus’ birth was the incarna-
tion of God on earth, opening the door to new hope
and eternal life. At Christmastime, Christians cele-
brate God’s love revealed to the world through

BY FRAZIER MOORE
AP Television Writer

NEW YORK — “Subdued” is the word for the
holidays this year. Splurging on flashy gifts is out.

But that doesn’t mean we didn’t pick up a few
things for the people closest to us — including folks
on TV, who, after all, are never far away.

Some of the items our TV friends should soon be
unwrapping include:

— Cocktail swords and swizzle sticks stamped
with the NBC peacock ... for everyone in ad sales at
the first TV network in broadcasting history to
accept advertising for hard liquor.

— A Daisy air rifle ... for Fox News Channel cor-

respondent Geraldo Rivera, who, covering the war
in Afghanistan, told viewers he was packing heat —
then was criticized by other reporters for his gun-
slinger pose.

— A moving van ... for Katie Couric. No, she’s
not going anywhere. She’s staying put as anchor of
NBC’s “Today” show. The truck is for hauling to the
bank her hefty new salary (reportedly $13 million a
year).

— An early Valentine ... for David Letterman,
whose heart has beat stronger since his quintuple
bypass two years ago, but who showed its full meas-
ure with his heartfelt remarks on returning to the air

Deasy enters into an unstable school scene

John Deasy

See DEASY, page 3

President Bush sends out
a Christmas message

In this season of giving, our TV
friends shouldn’t be overlooked

See BUSH, page 3

See TELEVISION, page 3

“We are so fortunate to have 
John here. In fact, I’d say we’re 

one of the luckiest school 
districts in the country.”

— TOM PRATT
Former school board president
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ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★★ Relish the holiday, knowing that you’re gen-
uinely cared for. Someone extends him- or herself to
you, whether it is through material and/or emotional
self-expression. Understand that some people need
“things” as symbols of caring. Tonight: Indulge in the
good life.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★★★ You beam in what you want. Someone draws
you toward them. Your popularity soars, though an
older relative could add a mist of chaos to your plans.
This person could be quite set in his or her ways. Be
spontaneous with those in your life. Others cannot get
enough of you. Tonight: The world is your oyster.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
★★★ Should you choose to , you could make some-
thing a problem. Why not lighten up and share with
others what it is you really want and need? You might
be pleasantly surprised by what someone’s efforts can
do. Indulge someone as you would like to be indulged!
Tonight: Get a good night’s sleep.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★★★ Friends surround you as you naturally make
the right choice. Your sense of humor emerges with a
loved one or partner who could be a bit askew or off.
Laughter binds friendships. Be spontaneous about your
feelings and self-expression. Tonight: The party goes to
the wee hours.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★★ You’ll possibly need to take over for a mate or
friend, as this person might be quite wifty. He or she
might not be sharing what is bothering him or her. Give
this person time. Your instincts come through for you
with an older relative. Be the lead player. Others thank
you later. Tonight: Don’t count on an early night! 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★★★ Make an effort to twist your plans at the last
minute for someone at a distance. What is more impor-
tant — having everything perfect or enjoying yourself
like you want to? Friends help you flow with what is
happening. The more people around you, the happier
you are. Tonight: Make long-distance calls. 

JACQUELINE BIGAR'S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you'll have: 
★★★★★ -Dynamic    ★★★★ -Positive    ★★★ -Average    ★★ -So-so    ★ -Difficult

Tonight it’s your treat, Pisces!

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★★★ You’re happiest when you take time with
people, sharing your news and catching up on things.
Deal with a child who might complain that he or she is
not getting enough time or didn’t appreciate the gifts
he or she got. A parent or older relative delights in
your news. Tonight: Enjoy yourself!

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★★ Let someone chatter away. You can’t stop this
person anyway! Confusion surrounds family and
home. Just pour the eggnog and smile. You’ll find that
people are catching your easy-going and happy atti-
tude. Make merry but don’t forget someone at a dis-
tance! Tonight: Say “yes” to a loved one. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★★ Your friendly ways make a big difference to
those close to you. When you see someone is a bit
down, you go out of your way to make him or her hap-
pier. Understand what is happening with this person.
Don’t make him or her explain. Tonight: Rest up.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★★★ Your imagination peaks with today’s hap-
penings. You’ll probably remember this period for a
long, long time. Clearly, loved ones go out of their
way to make you feel cared about. Express the depth
of your feelings. Indulge loved ones as well as your-
self. Tonight: Play away. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★★ You could be overwhelmed by the last-minute
details involved with your day. Consider what is going
on here with someone that you care about. Don’t take
a comment personally, you might not have heard that
person correctly. Pitch in and help someone out.
Tonight: You don’t have to go far.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★★★ Reach out to those around you. Invite
someone along who might not have plans. This person
will think of you as loving and caring because of the
invitation. You could worry about someone’s reac-
tions. Dote on a child or loved one. Tonight: Say
“thank you” nicely.

“Marriage is a necessary evil.”
— Menander 

QUOTE of the DAY

Today ... Sunny with a high 63°F. Winds from the Northwest at 6mph.

Tonight ... Partly cloudy with a low of 43°F. Winds from the North at 2mph.

Tomorrow ... Partly cloudy High—64°F Low—42°F 
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absorb the estimated $1.4 million annual loss of state
funding that will result from cutting non-resident stu-
dents. Currently, the school district receives almost
$12.3 million a year to educate non-resident students.

Deasy and the teacher’s union president Harry
Keiley are close to finalizing an historic use of funds
received from the Academic Performance Index, a for-
mula used by the state to reward individual schools
where standardized test scores improve. They have pro-
posed pooling the funds and targeting schools in the dis-
trict where the money is needed the most. The move is
bold because the state is supposed to decide where the

money goes.
“John Deasy is an exemplary superintendent,” said

school board president Julia Brownley. “His commit-
ment is to all students, his successful record of leader-
ship, and his nationally known expertise on educational
reform make him a perfect fit to lead our district.”

Before coming to Santa Monica, Deasy was superin-
tendent at the Coventry Public Schools District in
Massachusetts for about five years. He has held every
position from college professor to a high school vice
principal.

“I am very pleased to have moved with my family to
this remarkable community,” said Deasy in a prepared
statement. “We feel at home and welcomed. People

have been particularly conscious of making our transi-
tion smooth.”

In a recent letter to the public, Deasy outlined the
challenges he said lie ahead of the district. He said the
district must struggle “to simultaneously wrestle with
privilege and poverty, to find an ‘equity of achieve-
ment’ for all students from all backgrounds, and to
reject any belief system that holds that some children
can achieve at higher levels than others.

“I believe that my work and the work of my admin-
istration will be deeply intense and focused on these
priorities,” he said. “I think the struggle will not be in
attaining these goals — although that will not be easy
— but it will be in not straying from these priorities.”

Nicky Five Aces/Special to the Daily Press
Dinosaurs on the Third Street Promenade seem dangerously close to devouring the menorah put up
for Hanukkah.
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after the Sept. 11 attacks.
— A cold shower ... for ABC execs who aired that

steamy Victoria’s Secret lingerie special last month, and
for NBC bosses who have scheduled sexy counter-pro-
gramming to the Super Bowl halftime show on Fox: a
“Fear Factor” segment that promises to showcase the, er,
gumption of its participants: Playboy centerfold models.

— A generous service plan from Sprint with lots of
anytime minutes ... for Jack Bauer on the Fox thriller
”24.” As he dashes around Los Angeles trying to thwart
an assassination plot, frantic CIA agent Bauer (played by
Kiefer Sutherland) is always on his cellular phone.
Maybe he would also like an extra battery.

— A Segway human transporter ... for Ellen
DeGeneres. Traveling on one of those new gyro-
equipped scooters is the only way she could have moved
more smoothly through the delicate task of hosting this
year’s Emmycast.

— The latest edition of Dr. Spock’s child-rearing
guide ... for Bernie Mac, who on Fox’s “Bernie Mac
Show” becomes the reluctant guardian of his sister’s
three kids. A hilarious proponent of tough love, he won’t
be reading the book. When the kids act up, he’ll threaten
to whack them with it.

— A big bottle of Vitameatavegamin ... for every
happy, peppy fan of “I Love Lucy” on this, its golden
anniversary, so we can spoon our way to health while
watching our favorite sitcom for another 50 years.

— A new camcorder, a tripod and a course in
moviemaking ... to the uncredited auteur of that fuzzy,
jerky, barely audible tape of Osama bin Laden crowing
about his despicable acts.

— A Christmas bonus of worthless Enron stock ... for

network news bosses who may have overlooked the fact
that, despite repercussions from Sept. 11, other stories
(like Enron’s fall from corporate giant to giant bust) also
need attention.

— The host role on a new game show, “Who Wants to
Give Me a Little Respect?” ... for Regis Philbin, who last
month learned that ABC brass are wavering on whether
his current game show — which made the network a for-
tune the past two years — will be welcomed back next
fall.

— Birth control counseling ... for “Law & Order”
patriarch Dick Wolf. His latest “L & O” progeny
(“Criminal Intent”) premiered on NBC this fall. That
makes three “Law & Order” offspring airing each week.
Where does this end? Doesn’t family planning apply to
TV shows?

— A vintage Dumont 12-inch black-and-white con-
sole ... to variety-show queen Carol Burnett, whose
recent retrospective special on CBS got huge ratings and
reminded everyone that, now more than ever, what view-
ers crave is the old-fashioned, reassuring balm of “com-
fort TV.”

— A plaque inscribed with that Yogi Berra chestnut
“It’s deja vu all over again” ... for broadcast network pro-
grammers who came up with the idea of repeating a show
only days after it first airs, rather than weeks or months
later, the way things used to be. (Isn’t being able to watch
”24” on Friday if you missed it on Tuesday what your
VCR is for?)

— A one-way ticket back to England ... for insuffer-
able “Weakest Link” hostess Anne Robinson. Merry
Christmas and GOOD-bye!

Superintendent
says challenges
lie ahead for
school district
DEASY, from page 1

“It’s deja vu all over again” ... for
broadcast network programmers

who came up with the idea of
repeating a show only days after it

first airs, rather than weeks or
months later, the way things used

to be. (Isn’t being able to watch
“24” on Friday if you missed it on
Tuesday what your VCR is for?)

TELEVISION, from page 1

Christ. And the message of Jesus is one that all
Americans can embrace this holiday season — to love
one another.

This Christmas we remember those who are without
their loved ones. They continue to be in our hearts and
prayers. May they experience peace and may they find
hope. And as we again celebrate Christ’s birth, may the
glorious light of God’s goodness and love shine forth
from our land.

Laura joins me in wishing you a Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year. May God’s blessings of peace be
upon us and upon the world.

Bush’s message
BUSH, from page 1

Television writer gives commentary on Xmas gifts

“John Deasy is an exemplary
superintendent. His commitment is

to all students, his successful
record of leadership, and his

nationally known expertise on 
educational reform make him a
perfect fit to lead our district.”

— JULIA BROWNLEY
School board president
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BY MIKE SCHNEIDER
Associated Press Writer

ORLANDO, Fla. — Most of North
America’s largest theme and amusement parks
suffered declines in attendance this year, hurt by
fears of air travel after Sept. 11 and a slowing
economy.

Most of North America’s smaller, regional
parks, however, either held their own or experi-
enced attendance gains, in part due to their acces-
sibility by car, according to estimates in
Monday’s issue of Amusement Business, a trade
publication.

“As far as the big parks, it was not a banner
year by a longshot,” said Tim O’Brien, a senior
editor at Amusement Business, who put together
the estimates. “The regional parks always say
’We’ll do all right in a recession or when the
economy is bad.’ That kind of was proven this
year.”

Worldwide, an estimated record 250 million
people visited the 50 most popular theme parks in
the world in 2001, a 2 percent increase over last
year. The attendance increase was fueled by the
openings of Universal Studios Japan and Tokyo
DisneySea. The most popular park in the world
was Tokyo Disneyland, which drew an estimated
17.7 million people, a 7 percent increase over
2000.

In North America, overall attendance at the 50
most popular theme parks declined slightly to 173
million visitors in 2001, down from last year’s
175 million visitors. The 10 largest parks in North
America, seven of which are located in Orlando,
lost more than 7 million visitors from the previ-
ous year.

But the fallout from Sept. 11 could have much
worse, O’Brien said. Most of the regional parks
were closed or only open on weekends in

September, and the fall is considered one of the
slowest times of the year for the larger, year-
round parks.

One regional park, Knott’s Camp Snoopy
located in the Mall of America in Bloomington,
Minn., saw a 7 percent decrease to 2.4 million
visitors because of the terrorist attacks. The Mall
of America was mentioned in news reports as a
possible terrorist target, which kept visitors away.

Parks owned or operated by The Walt Disney
Co. were among the most popular in the world.
The five most popular parks in the world were:
Disneyland Tokyo; the Magic Kingdom at Walt
Disney World in Orlando; Disneyland in
Anaheim, Calif.; Disneyland Paris; and Everland
in South Korea.

In North America, the five best-attended parks
were: The Magic Kingdom at Walt Disney World
with 14.7 million visitors, down 4 percent from
last year; Disneyland in Anaheim, Calif. with
12.3 million visitors, down 11 percent; Epcot at
Walt Disney World with 9 million visitors, down
15 percent; Disney-MGM Studios at Walt Disney
World with 8.3 million visitors, down 6 percent;
and Disney’s Animal Kingdom in Orlando with
7.7 million visitors, down 7 percent.

Walt Disney World officials had said earlier
this year that attendance dropped by 25 percent in
the weeks after the Sept. 11 attacks but the parks
picked up some of that loss toward the end of the
year.

Of North America’s largest parks, Anheuser-
Busch-owned SeaWorld Florida and SeaWorld
California fared the best by diverting its focus to
local and regional visitors. SeaWorld Orlando’s
attendance slipped to 5.1 million visitors from
last year’s 5.2 million visitors. SeaWorld
California’s attendance jumped 13 percent to 4.1
million due to brisk sales of season passes.

Large theme parks suffer, regional parks hold their own
A list of the 15 most popular
theme parks in North America
By The Associated Press

Here’s a look at the 15 most popular theme and amusement parks in
North America, their 2001 attendance and the percentage change from
last year as estimated by Amusement Business, a trade publication.

1. The Magic Kingdom at Walt Disney World, 14.7 million, down 4 percent

2. Disneyland, Anaheim, Calif., 12.3 million, down 11 percent

3. Epcot at Walt Disney World, 9 million, down 15 percent

4. Disney-MGM Studios at Walt Disney World, 8.3 million, down 6 percent

5. Disney’s Animal Kingdom at Walt Disney World, 7.7 million, down 7 percent

6. Universal Studios at Universal Orlando, 7.2 million, down 10 percent

7. Islands of Adventure at Universal Orlando, 5.5 million, down 8 percent

8. SeaWorld Orlando, 5.1 million, down 2 percent

9. Disney’s California Adventure in Anaheim, Calif., 5 million, opened in 2001

10. Universal Studios Hollywood, 4.7 million, down 9 percent

11. Busch Gardens Tampa Bay, 4.6 million, down 8 percent

12. SeaWorld California in San Diego, 4.1 million, up 13 percent

13. Knott’s Berry Farm, Buena Park, Calif., 3.58 million, down 3 percent

14. Six Flags Great Adventure, Jackson, N.J., 3.56 million, up 1.7 percent

15. Morey’s Piers, Wildwood, N.J., 3.4 million, up 3 percent

15. Adventuredome at Circus Circus, Las Vegas, 3.4 million, up 7 percent

Source: Amusement Business
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Number of countries engaged
in conflicts decline in 2001
BY CAROLYN SKORNECK
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — The Sept. 11 terrorist
attacks rank as the “most dangerous conflict” of
the year in a new report that found nine fewer
conflicts around the world than in 2000.

Of 193 countries evaluated by the National
Defense Council Foundation, 59 have had serious
conflicts this year, from separatist-ethnic violence
and political fighting to drug trafficking, religious
turmoil and a mutiny by soldiers in Papua New
Guinea over army downsizing.

The figure is nine fewer than last year’s 68
countries, but still far more than the Cold War
average of 35 countries, when the U.S-Soviet
standoff brought the world some stability.

The annual report found no “high-intensity
conflicts pitching one state army versus another.”
Instead, most conflicts were “low-medium inten-
sity and were normally fought between the state
and one or more sub-state actors such as a rebel
force or a terrorist organization.”

The United States gained an unwanted mem-
bership on the list after the attacks, the “most dan-
gerous conflict” of the year, due to the possibility
of further attacks on American soil.

“There are multiple terrorist groups out there
beyond Osama bin Laden,” the report says of the
man believed responsible for the Sept. 11 airliner
hijackings. It noted that terrorists could take
advantage of U.S. vulnerabilities by staging, for
example, “a catastrophic attack against one of our
nation’s ports.”

Army Maj. F. Andy Messing Jr., executive
director of the Alexandria, Va.-based foundation,
a nonprofit, right-leaning group, said the reports
are done to call attention to dangerous situations
worldwide and to help U.S. officials determine
how to shape any military response.

“If you don’t identify the problem, you can’t
develop a strategy to address the problem,” he
said.

Messing, a former Army Special Forces mem-
ber, said America’s military was ill-prepared for
the battle against terrorism because it hasn’t been
reorganized to reflect the end of the Cold War.

America should have led with special operations
forces, not conventional forces, he said.

Not everyone agrees with the foundation’s list,
which is based on a country’s level of disruption
to its socioeconomic, political and security fabric
by internal and external conflicts.

For example, the CIA’s list counts conflicts,
not countries, so one conflict can involve several
countries, said spokesman Mark Mansfield. The
agency’s number for the year is 30, down one
from last year. The specifics are classified, he
said.

The Washington-based Center for Defense
Information, which has issued reports skeptical of
increased military spending, counts major con-
flicts that have caused at least 1,000 casualties,
and separately counts potential hotspots, said
chief researcher Ret. Army Col. Daniel Smith.

Major conflicts in 2001 total 38, one down
from last year, and more than one-fourth involve
Indonesia, India and the Philippines, by Smith’s
count.

“I usually restrict it to military operations
involving a government versus a force, rebels or
some movement that is seeking a political or eco-
nomic goal,” Smith said in an interview. He also
counted 23 conflicts in suspension or areas to
watch, the same as last year.

The National Defense Council Foundation also
named 10 countries considered most likely to be
conflict areas next year.

Topping the list is Somalia, a possible terrorist
haven where warlords have been undermining
transitional government, the study found. Also on
that list are Iraq, Burma, Congo-Kinshasa,
Pakistan, Afghanistan, Burundi, Sudan, Comoros
and Sierra Leone.

Separatist movements, often along religious
lines, was a recurrent theme this year, with
Islamic groups wanting to form their own states
in Myanmar, the Philippines, Indonesia and
China.

“It does seem to indicate there are a lot of dis-
gruntled Muslim groups in the world, frequently
using Islam as an excuse for violence,” the study
says.

Demonstrating a certain prescience, the organ-

Associated Press
Torchbearer Eric Jones carries the Olympic torch on the South
Lawn of the White House in Washington. Jones, a George
Washington University student, helped carry wounded victims
and the Marine Corps flag out of the Pentagon rubble after the
Sept. 11 attacks.

BY CHRISTY KARRAS
Associated Press Writer

PORTLAND, Ore. — On a night one year ago,
Colleen Rice put her ever-present oxygen tank aside and
played cards with her grandchildren, laughing with them.
She went to bed and slept soundly.

She awoke before dawn and gathered her husband,
two adult children and friends around her. She kissed
them and told them she loved them.

As they softly spoke words of poetry and prayer she
had chosen, the 67-year-old cancer patient drank a glass
of lethal drugs dissolved in water.

Within minutes, Rice slipped into a coma and stopped
breathing, quietly becoming one of more than 90 Oregon
residents to use the state’s Death with Dignity law since
voters approved it in 1997.

Rice’s daughter, Catherine Paul, had to force herself to
stay in the room. She supported her mother’s decision,
she said, but it was hard to watch her end her life.

Oregon is the only state in the nation that lets physi-
cians help to hasten the deaths of terminally ill patients.

The assisted-suicide law is at the center of a battle of
wills between the Bush administration and Oregon.

Last month, U.S. Attorney General John Ashcroft said
the federal government would withdraw licenses of doc-
tors who prescribed federally controlled drugs to patients
who want to use them to die.

Dr. William Petty of Physicians for Compassionate
Care, a group of doctors and others against the law, said
helping patients die runs counter to medical ethics.

“Federally controlled substances should not be used to
kill people,” he said. Instead, he said, physicians and
patients should focus on end-of life care and pain man-
agement.

Other critics have said Oregon’s law could lead to ter-
minally ill people choosing to hasten their deaths to spare
their relatives the costs of months of expensive medical
care.

But the state of Oregon insists that terminally ill
patients should have the right to decide the circumstances
and time of their own deaths. Most Oregon residents
agree. The law has been approved by a majority of voters
twice.

Oregon and the law’s supporters are fighting for it in
court. On Nov. 20, a federal judge issued an injunction
keeping the law in effect for up to five months while
attorneys prepare arguments.

Behind all the legal wrangling and ideological postur-
ing, Colleen Rice’s family members say they don’t want
the human story to be forgotten.

It was hard for some of Rice’s relatives to accept her
decision to take her life. They didn’t want to lose her any
earlier than they had to, but they accepted her choice to
die on her own terms.

“Nobody forced anyone to do anything. It was her
decision,” Catherine Paul said.

In September 2000, Colleen Rice thought she had
worsening asthma.

She was about to visit relatives in Canada when she
said, “I just don’t have the strength to get on the plane,”
recalled Scott Rice, her husband of 25 years.

Her doctor ordered a CAT scan. Hours later, she
learned she had advanced lung cancer.

“One day we’re thinking of Christmases to come, and
within hours, that’s it,” said her daughter, Catherine Paul.
“I just collapsed. I couldn’t believe it.”

The tumor in Rice’s lung was inoperable. It was leak-
ing fluid, making breathing nearly impossible. Rice
loved to laugh, but laughing caused pain not even mor-
phine could dull.

About a month after the diagnosis, Scott and Colleen
Rice met with a lung specialist who told them, “If you
have anything to finish, do it now.”

There were many projects to complete. Colleen Rice
had always been an active woman — a writer, an actress,
a businesswoman.

The family raced to edit a book she’d been writing —
a historical novel titled “In the Midst of Darkness.” The
first copies rolled off the press two weeks after she died.
She had planned ahead, signing labels to go inside for
people who might want an autographed copy.

“She became very focused,” Scott Rice said. “She
thought, I have some strength and I know there are things
I need to do.”

One of those things was planning her own death.
Although the family supported the assisted-suicide

law, they never thought they would use it. But the choice
was obvious to Rice.

“Years ago, before any of this happened, she would
say, ’I don’t want to suffer,”’ Scott Rice said. “She had a
fear of drowning. ... You know, with lung cancer, it’s
going to be something very close to that.”

An Oregon family talks about dignity, death and the law

ization last year named
Afghanistan the “most dangerous
conflict” of 2000, given its ongo-
ing civil war, sponsorship of inter-
national terrorism and multiple
terrorist bombings, among other
things.

Eleven countries, including the
United States, were added this
year; 20 were removed.

Ghana snagged the dubious
honor of “stupidest conflict,”
where the foundation found
“what should have been a quar-
rel between two young men
over an act of vandalism esca-
lated into a renewed fight
between two ethnic groups,” the
Mamprusi and Kusasi.
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Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
by Chuck Shepard 

It doesn’t have to be a duck to be a quack
Two professors recently quit West Virginia University in protest of its new-agey Sydney

Banks Institute for Innate Health, an anxiety-reduction study organization named after a
welder whose epiphany "catapulted him from a routine life of stress and insecurity into a state
of deep peace, hopefulness, security and clarity." According to one professor in attendance at
a recent Banks conference in Seattle, a Banks speaker presented photographs of "ice crystals
formed in the presence of positive thoughts and (ice crystals) formed in the presence of neg-
ative thoughts," and then noted that the negative-thought ones "weren't as pretty," and then
remarked, "I'm not a scientist myself, but this looks like evidence to me."

GET NOTICED!
ADVERTISE!

100% ORGANIC NEWS ...
PICKED FRESH DAILY.

Santa Monica Daily Press
310.458.7737

Fax: 310.576.9913
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Employment
ADMIN ASSISTANT to Presi-
dent.  Small investment compa-
ny.  Requires MS/word,Excel, 
AOL, 50-60 wpm., 3-5 years ex-
perience, phones, investor rela-
tions, travel arrangements.  Fax 
resume (310)827-5541

ANIMAL LOVER Mobile groom-
ing.  Looking for a fit, energetic, 
individual w/ good people skills, 
who loves working with animals. 
Exp. not nec, training provided.  
Attractive package.  Vehicle 
provided.  Call (310)266-6076

ESTHETICIAN/MASSAGE 
ROOM available in busy hair 
and skin salon.  Credit card 
processing, parking, great envi-
ronment w/ fun people.  Call 
Peter or just drop by 13114 
Washington Blvd., MDR 
(310)383-0357

FACILITY MANAGER Small 
west side school seeks organ-
ized, motivated manager to su-
pervise crew.  Exp. preferred. 
32+hours/wk. AM’s Mon-Fri, 
some flexibility, call (310)451-
5657

FINISH CARPENTERS Experi-
ence in fine custom residential 
required, 3yrs minimum.  Must 
have references & tools. 
Call(310)822-0685, fax ref. to 
(310) 822-0785

FLORAL DESIGNER needed 
for flower shop in Century City.  
Please call (310)785-0669

GENERAL OFFICE Assistant 
for busy Marina Del Rey travel 
office.  Microsoft Word, Excel. 
Contact: Billy (310)823-7979

HAIR STYLIST, ESTHETICIAN 
& RECEPTIONIST wanted for 
Campus Cuts salon at UCLA.  2 
positions open.  Stylist Minimun 
2 years experience. (310)206-
4770

JIFFY LUBE
Customer Service

Join the best and be part of the 
J-Team.  F/T, P/T & Flex. 

hours.  Santa Monica location.  
Retail cashier/calculator exper 

w/ computer knowledge helpful.  
Valid Calif. DL/English required.  

Competitive wages 
w/health/dental/401k & vacation 

benefits.  Must pass 
physical/drug exam. EOE

(562)806-4948

MANICURIST FOR Busy Santa 
Monica Salon.  Full-time, com-
mission or rented.  Open 9am-
8pm. (310)450-8669

MANICURIST FOR busy up-
scale Brentwood Salon.  Lots of 
walk-ins.  Can build very quickly 
full time rent or commission call 
(310)471-5555

MEDICAL ASSISTANT part-
time dermatology office.  Marina 
Del Rey (310)821-0861

MEDICAL BACK OFC Family 
Practice in Santa Monica.  Ex-
perience necessary.  Fax re-
sume to (310)395-2063

RECEPTIONIST FOR busy up-
scale Brentwood Salon.  Full-
time, Tues. - Sat.  Position 
starts January 1 2002. 
(310)471-5555

Employment
NIGHT MANAGER needed for 
Santa Monica Restaurant.  Ex-
perience a must.  Please fax re-
sume to (310)393-6840

PARALEGAL W/3 years or 
more experience; self-starter, 
assertive and organized; able to 
handle heavy client contact; 
suitable writing skills required; 
PI experience necessary; medi-
cal record review exp,; bilingual 
Spanish a plus.  Please email 
resume to kgallo@biren.com

RETAIL SALES for S.M. chil-
dren’s clothing manufacturer 
outlet store.  Day hours, P/T or 
F/T including Saturdays.  Great 
benefits, medical, dental & 
401K  Fax resume 310-829-
1485 or call (310)453-3527 ext. 
206

RETIRE IN two years with a six 
figure residual income.  Part 
Time and Full Time. (888)412-
6921

REWARDING SALES CA-
REER. Int’l firm with 16 years 
success track record seeks ex-
perienced business person M/F 
to sponsor & coach clients on 
maximizing & protecting wealth.  
Comprehensive training & sup-
port.  Call Mr. Kenedy 
(800)600-5149

SERVER/BARTENDER/CASH-
IER  Friendly atmosphere, flex 
hours call between 9am-10am 
or 2pm-3pm (310)829-7829

THE SANTA Monica Daily 
Press is looking for Advertising 
Account Executives.  Print ad-
vertising and consultave/solu-
tion based selling experience a 
plus.  Email resume and cover 
letter to Ross at 
ross@smdp.com

UPSCALE MONTANA Ave. sal-
on has 2 stations available for 
rental.  $300 / week with sham-
poo assistant. (310)451-3710

WEB DESIGNER, P/T or con-
tract needed at the Santa Moni-
ca Daily Press. Resume to 
ross@smdp.com

For Sale
ADULT 3 wheel bicycle. One 
year old and had been ridden 
12-15 hours. (310)450-2395

SONY VAIO R505JSlaptop. 
850 MHz, 30G, CDRW/DVD, 
256 MB RAM, 10/100, Windows 
XP, 12.1” Active Matrix screen. 
Super thin, super light and su-
per fast! $2000 (orig. $2496). 
Chris (310)821-5611

Boats
20’ CAL: Good condition.  Com-
pletely stock. Xtra Geona sail. 
Motor. Incl. cust. trailer. $1900
(310)391-4051

24’ ISLANDER ‘66:  6hp Evin-
rude, 6-gal metal tank, radio, 
galley, sleeps 4 $1990 obo 
(310)645-3104

27’BAYLINER BUCCANEER
Great live-aboard, very spa-
cious, aft cabin  MUST SELL! 
$5950 obo.  (310)417-4141

Wanted
- ALBANIA -

If Albanian is your native 
tongue and you have time to 
teach two elderly people a little 
of that language, Please call 
(310)450-2395.

For Rent
27’ CATALINA, Immac liva-
boad/Cruiser.  Many xtras. 
MdR slip.  $6900 obo (310)892-
4616

FURNISHED BEACH front stu-
dios from $3350/mo. 1 bed-
rooms from $4000/mo. 
(310)917-1398

LADERA HEIGHTS: Single 
4820 Slauson Ave. #1  Stove, 
carpet, blinds, laundry, parking, 
no pets.  $500 & up Call  323-
298-0221

MAR VISTA: Single  12746 Pa-
cific Ave. #4  Stove, frig, D/W, 
A/C, carpet, blinds, laundry, in-
tercom-entry, parking, no pets. 
$700 Call  310-578-7512

MARINA DEL REY 2 bd 2 ba 
condominium on the Waterfront.  
Big views.  $2025/month.  Pool, 
Jacuzzi, very desirable. 
(310)718-3012

MDR LUXURY Silver Strand 
Ocean view, Lrg 2bdr, 2ba. 
Frplc D/W, pool, A/C, tennis, 
sauna, spa, sec, nr bch. $2300. 
(310)306-0363

OFFICE SUBLET; 1, 2, or 3 of-
fices available.  Great location 
in Santa Monica starting @ 
$450.00/month.  available imm-
ed. Steve (310)392-6100

PDR MANITOBA West 2bdr + 
loft Condo.  New crpt/paint. 
Pool, spa, hot tub tennis, pad-
dle tennis, gym.  Available now.  
$1700mo Agt Sheila: (310)338-
1311

PDR: LUXURY Condo 2bd/2ba, 
frplc, 2 balc, pools, jacuzzi, sau-
na, W/D in unit, racquet ball 
courts, security parking, exer-
cise room, all appliances, 1 
year lease $1750 (310)871-
7812

S.M.:  2+1, 3 blocks to beach.  
Huge balcony, parkay floors, 
lndry, prkg. Ocean view. $2100.  
(310)399-1273

SANTA MONICA Ocean, pan-
oramic view, 1bd furn/unfurn 
$1500 & $2100.  Luxury furn 2 
bd $3500.  Prime loc., walk to 
3rd St. Promenade & pier.  Full 
kitchen, assigned parking, se-
cured building, new appliances.  
Call for appointment.  (310)399-
3472

SANTA MONICA $2000/mo. 
1844 Euclid, 2bd/1ba home. 
Eat-in kitchen, dining room, fire-
place, new floors throughout, 
rear patio, front patio, front 
yard, parking.  (310)592-5346 
Jeff
SANTA MONICA New, Archi-
tectural  Tri-Level, 3bdrm, 3ba + 
Study, Twnhse, Skylights. 
Gourmet granite kitchen.  12’
ceil., Scenic Roof Deck, spa, 
gated parking, intercom access, 
DSL. $2900/mo. (310)454-4210

SM     $1800 2+2.  Approxi-
mately 1100s.f. 2 car enclosed 
gar. No. of Wilshire Bl. Walk to 
Montana Shops. 2020 Wash-
ington Ave. Call: (310)395-1880

For Rent
SM $1395 Spacious 2 Bdrm 1 
Ba with prkg. New carpet. 501 
Raymond Ave. (310)573-7452

SM $1400 Lg 2 bdrm 1 ba, 
hrdwd fl, lots of closets, stove, 
prkg, ldry rm Quiet area 
(310)396-1644

SM: 3 bdrm live/work pent-
house apt. Amenities include 
phone answering, reception, 
state of the art conference 
rooms & facilities, high-speed 
(T1) Internet and wired comput-
er ports. Modern full kitchens & 
baths. Two large terraces 
w/ocean view. $3,000. For info 
& appointmt: (310)-526-0315. 
Weekends (310)-890-0310.

STUDIO SPACE FOR LEASE 
avail 1500sf Santa Monica. AM, 
Eves, Sun, for classes, work-
shops, meetings. E. Pico, Am-
ple Parking.  Karen 310-396-
5990

TOWNHOUSE 2+2 1/2, parking 
5 blocks from beach, Hdwd. 
Floors, wash/dry, walk in clos-
ets, $2400 mo. 818-343-7826 
or 818-259-6293

VENICE BEACH Lrg 1+1 apt. 
Enclosed patio, 1/2  block to 
beach.  N/p w/stv & refrig $1250
(310)641-1149

VENICE HOUSE for rent 
$1975. 3+1 Approx. 1000s.f. 
Hrdwd & carpets. Remodeled 
kitchen, pvt. garden.  Very 
clean.  New appliances, inside 
W/D. 2477 Walnut Ave.
Call: (310)395-1880

VENICE/SM EXTRA large stu-
dio, swimming studio, 1 parking, 
section Bldg, 2 blocks to the 
beach.  Must be disabled or se-
nior 62+. Avail furn or unfurn. 
$1,145/mo. (310)261-2093

VENICE:  $1350 1Bdr + 1Ba 
Hdwd floors.  W/D in unit.  1128 
6th Ave. No pets. (310)399-
7235

VENICE:  $995, 1Bdrm & Sin-
gle $850.  Stove, refrig, carpet, 
laundry, utilities included, park-
ing, no pets.  501 N. Venice 
Blvd.  Call 9am to 7pm JKW 
Properties 310-574-6767

VENICE:  2bdrm+2bath, park-
ing,1 block from beach, mini 
bar, $1700 + sec. dep. 
(310)305-9659

VENICE:  DUPLEX 2+1  W/D, 
appliances, hardwood floors 
$1700  2 blocks to Abbot Kin-
ney.  N/P 627 San Juan Ave. 
(310)399-7235

VENICE:  Lrg 1+1 w/grt lite. 
Huge closet, stove, W/D on site.  
Off the canals.  $1325 
(310)305-8109

VENICE: 3+2, Lrg, sunny up-
per unit, 4 plex.  French doors, 
balcony, parking. $2100 
(310)581-5379

VENICE: ON BOARDWALK
Sec. building.  Clean 1bd/loft 
bdrm+1.2 level balcony. 
w/vu.frig, stv., D/W, lndry, gtd, 
prkg. $1850. (310)823-6349

W. LA 2464 Barrington 3bdr, 
3ba Lrg rooms, all appliances 
included.  Fireplace, marble 
countertops, in unit W/D.  Gated 
parking elevator, intercom en-
try. $2195.  OPEN DAILY. Mgr. 
Call:  (310)390-9401

For Rent
W. LA: 2464 Barrington Ave. 
4bd/4ba  Very Lrg unit, spa-
cious closets, marble counters, 
stove, refrig, d/w, nu paint, frplc, 
gtd prkg intercom entry, eleva-
tor. W/D in unit.  Open daily. 
$2695. Mgr. Call: (310)390-
9401

W. LOS ANGELES:  1+1 2471 
Sawtelle Blvd. #103  Stove, 
D/W, A/C, fireplace, blinds, car-
pet, laundry, intercom-entry, 
gated parking, cat ok.  $1050 
Call 310-578-7512

WESTWOOD 1 Bed, 1 bath 
$850 furnished / unfurnished, 
bright, pool, drapes, carpet, 
laundry rooms.  Parking availa-
ble. 801 Levering (310)824-
0601

Commercial Lease
RESTAURANT SPACE for 
lease. Office space for lease. 
Santa Monica. 2204/2206 Lin-
coln. Jeff (310)452-0344

Vehicles for sale
1970 VW Bug in good condi-
tion, new floors, upholstery. 
$1800 or best offer.  Call 
(323)259-8500

96 VOLVO 850 turbo, teal blue 
with tan interior 61,000 miles 
(310)280-0840

Services
AT YOUR SERVICE!

Professional Personal Assis-
tant.  Strong office skills.  Great 
references, reliable transporta-

tion. (310)452-4310

BUSINESS WRITER/MEDIA re-
lations specialist: offers 16 
years experience in public rela-
tions and investor relations 
available for short and long-ter 
m assignments.  Call Jane to-
day to implement strategy for 
improved media coverage and 
increased customer/investor in-
terest (310)452-4310

CHILD & ELDERLY CARE: Ex-
perienced Mature, female, veg-
etarian available immeadiately 
for caregiving. Xlnt references. 
Call Omanasa (310)314-8248

CHILD CARE: Mature, intelli-
gent, kind & compassionate. 
Former nursery school experi-
ence. References available. 
Audry Norris (310)854-2053

CHRISTMAS FAMILY POR-
TRAITS at your SM home or 
our SM studio.  Headshots for 
performers.  Beautiful samples 
at www.southern-exposure.tv 
Great prices (310)260-1255

COMPUTER DOCTOR - Re-
pairs, Tutoring, Web Design, 
Patient, Reliable. Russell 
(310)709-7595

DESIGN DRAWINGS Interior-
Exterior.  Drawings can help 
you avoid costly mistakes & 
better visualize your remodel 
projects.  30 years experience.  
References. (310)836-4797

ELDERLY CARE PROVIDER
Living in Santa Monica, immedi-

ately available for full or part 
time work.  References availa-
ble upon request.  Please call 

Lita (310)394-3197

Services
FINANCIAL ACCOUNTANT
available to come to your 
home/business and help clean-
up, free-up and organize your fi-
nances.  Professional services 
included; Quicken / Quickbooks 
set-up and management, estab-
lishing on-line banking services, 
accounting, payroll, employee 
benefits and other professional 
matters.  Flexible weekly / 
monthly programs and excellent 
references.  Please call Roland. 
(310)230-2341

FRIENDLY & SKILLED  Com-
puter Support Services.  Setup, 
upgrade, internet connections & 
networks.  Home or Office, 
Westide (310)663-3644.  Rea-
sonable Rates.

GARDEN CONSULTANT Mov-
ing?  Add thousands of $$$’s to 
property value by enhancing 
curb appeal.  Let me help.  Res-
onable rates & references. 
Free Estimate.  Mary Kay Gor-
don (310)264-0272

KNITTING LESSONS Yarn, 
Supplies, Patterns, Finishing & 
Design, STICH & ROW, Knitting 
Arts Center, 15200 Sunset 
Blvd., Suite 111, Pacific Pali-
sades (310)230-9902

PET STOPS WEST Boston’s 
Finest Daily and Vacation pet 
sitting service for over a decade 
comes to Santa Monica.  Li-
censed, bonded, insured. 
(310)264-7193

SPANISH TEACHER/TUTOR,
Santa Monica native speaker w/ 
M.A. from U. of MI Berlitz 
trained.  Convers/Grammer, all 
levels/ages.  Fun.  Lissette 
(310)260-1255

TENNIS LESSONS Learn the 
game of tennis (effortlessly). 
Have fun!  Get in shape. 
Group/private.  Call Now!  Intro 
lesson free.  Certified Instructor  
(310)388-3722

The State-Of-The-Art 
Videoconferencing Solution
Fixed 30 frames per second

Currently being used by; The 
US Navy, Smithsonian Institu-
tion, the Mayors office in San 
Diego and New York, The Uni-
fied School District of San Die-
go, Police and Fire Depart-
ments, Warner Brothers, CNN 
and Turner Networks.  Call to-
day: West Coast Video Phone
(310)392-0799

TUTORING 
K-12 academics, K-adult com-
puter, Learning Disabilities Spe-
cialist.  Reasonable rates.  Wise 
Owl Education (310)209-9032

Health/Beauty
VIACREME FOR women 
works! Developed and recom-
mended by gynecologists. Or-
der vc.com. (310)312-0662

Missing Person
MONICA LYNN DEVITO

05/01/56  Please call home im-
meadiatly.  Others with info 
email: moniphome@aol.com

Lost & Found
FOUND - set of keys with silver 
metal flower keychain.  Found 
at 601 California.  Please call 
(310)458-7737.

JOIN THE CLASSIEST GIG IN TOWN!
With the classiest representative in town ... 

Call Angela at the Santa Monica Daily Press and place your classified ad today!
310.458.7737 ext.101
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For A Perfect Après Holiday

Warm Up, Why Not...

On Oahu’s Scenic North Shore

www.TurtleBayResort.com

... play golf on 2 championship courses

... bask in the Hawaiian sun

... a massage in the shade of a coconut tree

... explore over 800 acres of tropical paradise

... ride a horse by the ocean and through the jungle

... enjoy a Mai Tai or two or three

... pick up puka shells on 5 miles of beach

... watch the surfers from your own lanai

... see the sun go down over the water

Call 800.203.3650 
& ask for the “Santa Monica Special”.

Santa Monica Daily PressSanta Monica Daily Press
Has a new ‘E-dition!’

Home delivery by E-mail

Check the day’s headlines, news stories,

classifieds, comics, horoscopes and ads

all before you leave the house!

For more information, please call: 310.458.Press (7737)
or e-mail to: todayspaper@smdp.com

FREE 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 

AVAILABLE!

YOUR OPINION MATTERS! Send your letters to Santa Monica Daily Press: Attn. Editor
530 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 200 • Santa Monica • 90401 • sack@smdp.com

By the Associated Press

IDAHO FALLS, Idaho — About five years ago, the
bigwigs at Merrill Quality Landscapes had a bright
idea: Branch out business to include decorating homes
for the holidays.

A landscaping company offering to hang Christmas
lights is just one aspect of a recent phenomenon of busy
Americans handing over Christmas traditions to profes-
sionals.

It’s convenient, but there’s a price.
Merrill is not the only landscaper that will outfit any

home or business with lights and festive wreaths. Lone
Pine Garden Center and Gift Shop also will handle the
task. There’s a charity organization with a booth in the
mall that will wrap presents while you wait. Some
stores sell Christmas trees that have already been deco-
rated.

And countless restaurants and caterers throughout
the area are itching to cook a holiday meal for anyone
too busy to spend a day in the kitchen.

“You can get somebody to do pretty much anything
these days,” said Elden Moore, a cook at North Hi-way
Cafe, which can take care of the food and drinks for any
holiday party, from family size to companywide.

Steve Winegar, Merrill’s vice president and opera-
tions manager, said the Rexburg-based company added
Christmas lighting to its services five years ago to make
the winter months a little less harsh on the bank
accounts of the company and its workers.

“We used to shut down” during the winter, he said.
“We were trying to come up with something to generate

enough money to get through the slow season.”
So they bought into Christmas Decor, a franchise

with 300 branches nationwide.
“This brings about 2 1/2 more months of employ-

ment for our employees,” Winegar said. Customers
from Ashton to Pocatello, residential and commercial,

quickly warmed to the idea, he said.
Depending on how much the customer wants to

spend, lights can be set up along the ridgeline of a roof
and positioned to outline all windows, walkways, drive-
ways, fences, trees and yards.

Wreaths with lights can be custom-fitted to adorn
doorways, and garland can be wrapped along handrails
inside the house and out. The company will even take
the decorations down and store them until they’re need-

ed again.
“Whatever they want, from a simple wreath up to an

entire estate property with over 30,000 lights,” Winegar
said. “We can be on one house for a week, or we could
do three homes in a day.”

Patricia and Eric Newell of Idaho Falls got the
works, shelling out more than $1,000 to have their
house adorned with more than 1,200 lights.

“My husband had a knee injury in October, and he
said he was not going to do it,” Mrs. Newell said.

Russel Wilson, who lives on Candy Cane Lane, a
neighborhood where nearly every house basks in the
splendor of tiny colored lights, said he enjoys hanging
the lights himself.

“It’s part of the fun of it,” he said. “I might consider
paying someone to do it; it would depend upon how bit-
ter cold it was.”

Having others wrap Christmas gifts is much cheaper
than having them climb atop a three-story house in the
snow.

A small booth in the Grand Teton Mall’s food court
offers the gift-wrapping expertise of volunteers who
charge $3 to $4 for the service. The money raised is
used to buy gifts for the elderly through the Santa for
Seniors program.

“Most of those we provide gifts for are in nursing
homes and don’t have family, or they just don’t have a
means of getting their gifts,” said Trina Messmer, a
community service coordinator who oversaw four high
school volunteer wrappers on a recent Sunday.

“They provide us with a list. They don’t ask for
much.”

Businesses cashing in on the spirit of the season

“Whatever they want, from a simple
wreath up to an entire estate prop-
erty with over 30,000 lights. We can
be on one house for a week, or we

could do three homes in a day.”

— STEVE WINEGAR
Vice president, Merrill Quality Landscapes


