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NEWS OF THE WEIRD

BY CHUCK SHEPARD

M Police in Fairfax County, Va., discov-
ered, as one of their only clues in an
October rape, a hockey puck from a
junior league team in Wichita Falls,
Texas, apparently accidentally dropped
by the assailant. Said an officer, “It's
the first time I'm aware of that a hock-
ey puck has ever been left at a crime
scene.” (2) Also in October, a surveil-
lance camera at Sonny’s Pizza & Pasta
in San Clemente, Calif., showed a bur-
glar entering, pocketing cash, and then
stopping to make himself a large pep-
peroni pizza from scratch (before being
surprised by an early-shift worker and
fleeing).

W The bane of all fair-minded office
sports teams is the “ringer,” the super-
athlete from outside who is imported to
help the office team win. Former minor
league baseball player Mark Guerra,
33, was accused by Florida authorities
of being such a ringer, imported for the
Apalachee Correctional Institution’s
team, which he led to victory in a
Department of Corrections softball
tournament. The Florida Department of
Law Enforcement arrested Guerra in
October and charged him with fraudu-
lently accepting a $1,247 “salary” as a
temporary Apalachee “employee” (but
never actually doing any work).

TODAY IN HISTORY

Today is the 358th day of 2005.
There are seven days left in the year.

One hundred years ago, on Dec. 24,
1905, future billionaire, aviator and
moviemaker Howard Hughes was born
in Texas.

In 1814, the War of 1812 officially
ended as the United States and Britain
signed the Treaty of Ghent in Belgium.
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chools
urged to
bone up
on art

BY RYAN HYATT
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITYWIDE — Supporters of a
county art plan say the Santa
Monica-Malibu Unified School
District only needs to contribute 2
percent more of its budget to cre-
ate a permanent arts education for
all K-12 students.

The SMMUSD earmarked $3.5
million this year — 3.4 percent of
its general operating budget —
toward arts education.

However, the Los Angeles Arts
Commission — the group which
organized Arts for All, the 10-
year plan to bring all K-12 stu-
dents in the county an arts educa-
tion — say that if the SMMUSD
kicked in another $2.5 million of
its budget, it would ensure all local
students receive an arts curriculum
from the time they enter kinder-
garten until the time they graduate.

“We want to go from making
our arts program good to making it
great,” said Tom Whaley, the dis-
trict’s art coordinator.

Currently, the district's arts pro-
grams benefit from: an education
foundation; parent-teacher organi-
zations that raise money to supple-
ment state funding; a 2003 voter-
approved parcel tax for schools;
and contributions from both the
cities of Santa Monica and
Malibu.

Santa Monica High School has
five orchestras — one of which
played at New York's Carnegie
Hall in 2002 — six choral groups,
several bands, advanced place-
ment art classes and an art gallery

Ad space odyssey 20-22

See ARTS FOR ALL, page 11

GABY SCHKUD

The name you can depend on!
Serving sellers and buyers
on the Westside.

2444 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 102
Santa Monica, CA 90403
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A home in the Sunset Park area has decked the halls in preparation for the holidays. Christmas lights abound through-

out the city, attracting the attention of passersby and commuters alike.

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press

As the day Is short

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press
Children seemingly flee the dwindling daylight along Santa Monica Beach on
Wednesday, which was Winter Solstice — the shortest day of the year.

www.santamonicamusic.com

BIG HOLIDAY SALE!

KEYBOARDS e GUITARS « DRUMS
ORCHESTRA INSTRUMENTS  LESSONS

GIFT CERTIFICATES

Yy

(310) 453-1928

1901 Santa Monica Blvd. in Santa Monica

NATIONAL

Oh deer: Look-a-like
Santa dines on Vixen

BY RACHEL D’ORO

Associated Press Writer

FAIRBANKS, Alaska — He
has a long, wiry beard, wears a
red parka and hangs out with
reindeer just a short sleigh ride
from the interior Alaska town
of North Pole.

But please don’t confuse
animal  researcher Milan
Shipka with you-know-who.

“I have nothing against Santa
Claus. | love Christmas,”
Shipka said. “But reindeer meat
is healthy and it tastes good, and
most people don’t think of
Santa eating his reindeer when
he’s done on the 26th.”

See LOOK-A-LIKE, page 10
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1433 Wilshire Blvd at 15th St 310-394-1131




Page 2 0 Weekend Edition, December 24-25, 2005 0 Santa Monica Daily Press

Holiday stackables

Diamond and color stone rings
$590-$15,000

: %) shop where they know your name
L] Visit us today and see the difference family makes.
FINE JEWELER Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm

Eddie Guerboian

331 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica 2 Hours Free Parking (Behind Store) 310.451.1349 « www.readersjewelers.com

EXPERT PIPE & LIGHTER REPAIR

Christmas Gifts Imported from 22 countries

The Tinder Box

EST. 1928 THE ORIGINAL

WE FEATURE THE WORLD'S FINEST IMPORTANT PIPES

2729 WILSHIRE BLVD., SANTA MONICA CA

Ph. (310) 8284511

www.tinderboxsantamonica.com

HOROSCOPE

2400 Main Street 7 days a week
Santa Monica A

Free Kryptonite Lock
with every Bike purchase

310-581-8014a

MEDICAL MARIJUANA EVALUATIONS

LA'S DOPEST DOCTOR

Complimentary, Confidential Consultation « Encrypted Medical Record
Compassionate Care, Expert Advice » Follows California Medical Board Guidelines

Craig S. Cohen. M.D.

8420 SANTA MONICA BLVD  310/623-7370
HOUSE CALLS AND SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS

$26%

FLAT TO LAX
FROM SM

MERCEDES BENZ TAXI SERVICE

EURO TAXI

OF SANTA MONICA

(310) 828-4200

* OUR FARES AVERAGE 20% LESS “ '

THAN MOST OTHER LOCAL TAXI CO.

* CLEAN CARS - VANS ALSO AVAILABLE
FOR LARGER PARTIES

= ALL OF OUR DRIVERS SPEAK
CONVERSATIONAL ENGLISH

* 24/7 DISPATCH

« ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Find mistletoe, Libra

Santa Wonica Daily WDress

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS The stars show the kind of day you’ll Have:
* %k kk-Dynamic %k kk-Positive k*kk-Average **-S0-so *-Difficult

@ ARIES (March 21-April 19)
%%k % Express your strength mentally

and emotionally. Take an overview. Touch the
spiritual quality of this holiday. Don’t forget to call
important people at a distance. You might be
mesmerized by the magical quality of a friend.
Tonight: A dream can come true.

=Y TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

@ %% With Venus, your ruler, going retro-
grade today, you could be out of sorts or over-
whelmed. Ask for help from a dear friend or loved
one. He or she can make quite a difference. The
Bull doesn’t always have to be tough. Tonight:
Find your favorite spot.

@ GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
***k** The flirtatious and romantic

Gemini emerges. Some might find a child to be a
bit touchy, and/or a special relationship could be
askew. Let others share their feelings. Detach
and walk in others’ shoes. Tonight: Add music.

@, CANCER (June 21-July 22)

% %% Start adding the finishing touch-
es to a meal or to decorations, or add a gift or two
under the tree. You might find a loved one or
family member very happy. Add music or go car-
oling. Tonight: Your home truly is your castle.

E@ LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

* %k %k Make that extra effort to see
everyone you want to today. A child or loved one
is delighted by your attentiveness, especially if
you take him or her along as you spread cheer.
You might have your rose-colored glasses on.
What a perfect day to put someone on a pedestal.
Tonight: Hang out.

@ VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

A% xxx You could worry about gifts and
expenses — don’t. At this point, you really can-
not change anything. A nurturing back or foot rub
could mean a lot to someone close. Use your
imagination. Tonight: Don’t stray far from home.

@ LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

EEZ x %% %% The Moon in your sign high-
lights you. Happiness appears to be your middle
name. Flow with the moment. You have a special
way of communicating that melts a loved one’s
heart. He or she knows how to put sparkles in
your eyes. Tonight: Find mistletoe.

@ SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Y ** You might vanish with a special

friend. How you feel about this person lights you
up. You prefer to keep this special bond private.
Someone in the family might have a surprise or is
hiding something. Tonight: Vanish when you can.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

J %k k% Your actions or what you say
delights friends and those around you. A neighbor
or sibling might be holding back. You aren’t see-
ing this person clearly, and you might not care.
Tonight: You feel fulfilled with those around you.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

@ %% %% You might be overwhelmed by
everything that you need to get done. Be careful
with money. You could lose your wallet or mis-
count your change. Last-minute expenses could
be higher than you'd anticipated. Tonight: Dote
on older family members and friends.

s AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

NS %%k %% You add a special touch wher-
ever you are. Friends seek you out with a special
message or token of affection. Don’t forget
someone at a distance. Think positively about

others. Take the high road. Tonight: Put on a
favorite piece of music to set the mood.

Ve PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

NP * %% % * Someone has special plans for
you. You can’t get around it, and you don’t want
to either. Let this person add magic to the holi-
day. A parent or authority figure is looking for you.
Make a call and let this person know that you are
thinking of him or her. Tonight: You don’t even
need mistletoe.
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Help you help yourself

By Daily Press staff

If you have a problem sticking to a New Year’s resolution, you may need some
self help.

The Self-Help And Recovery Exchange (SHARE) — the self-help clearinghouse
for Los Angeles County — can help.

“People who attend self-help support groups have a 40 percent greater chance of
keeping their New Year’s resolutions than those who go it alone,” says Ruth
Hollman, founder and executive director of the center.

“Whether it’s losing weight, quitting smoking, or improving your finances,” said
Hollman, “studies show that the best way to change your behavior is to join a self-
help support group.” Hollman recently returned from Stockholm, where she was the
keynote speaker at Sweden’s annual self-help support group conference.

Support groups have helped everyone from heart patients to people dealing with
credit card debt to individuals looking for jobs.

No matter what the New Year’s resolution or problem may be, SHARE has a
group, among the 500 already existing groups, that will suit individual needs in mul-
tiple neighborhoods. Problems already being addressed are anger, sleeplessness,
panic attacks, death, loneliness, teen issues, relationships, divorce, money and fam-
ily issues. If they don’t have the right group for a specific problem, SHARE can help
start a new one that does.

In March 2005, Los Angeles county contracted with SHARE to expand its pro-
gram, because of the success the center in Mar Vista has had in turning people’s
lives around, company officials said.

During national self-help support group week, Jan. 2 to Jan. 8, self-help meetings
across the country are welcoming newcomers. SHARE will host an open house at
their center at 5521 Grosvenor Blvd., near Centinela and Jefferson. The public is
invited to visit, sign up for a free orientation and sit in on one or more of the ongo-
ing self-help or recovery group meetings.

The center helps more than 30,000 men, women and children each year to cope
with physical ailments, addiction, emotional problems and life’s crises through
referral to more than 10,000 self-help support groups throughout LA County. All of
their services are available to everyone, anonymously and free. To find a group in a
specific neighborhood call toll free at 1-877-SHARE-49.

If you see news happening
or have something to report, call
the Santa Monica Daily Press
at our NEW tipline!

&

Call 310.285.TIPS (8477)

CONDITIONS

BEAR MOUNTAIN

NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS
(24 Hrs) 0" 12%-12 8:30am - 4:00pm

CONDITIONS: Packed Powder, Machine Made, Machine Groomed

RUNS OPEN  LIFTS OPEN
3 4

JUNE MOUNTAIN

NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0" 12"-24" 8:30am - 4:00pm 35

CONDITIONS: Packed Powder, Machine Groomed, Obstacles

LIFTS OPEN
4

MAMMOTH MOUNTAIN

NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN  LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0" 24"-36" 8:30 am - 10:00 pm 150 21

CONDITIONS: Packed Powder, Machine Groomed, Obstacles

MOUNTAIN HIGH

NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0" 12n12" 8:30 am - 10:00 pm 11

CONDITIONS: Machine Made, Hard Packed

LIFTS OPEN
6

MT. BALDY

NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH
(24 Hrs) 0" 01"
CONDITIONS: N/A

LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN  LIFTS OPEN
8:30 am - 4:00 pm 0 ]

SNOW SUMMIT

NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH
(24 Hrs) 0" 12"12"

CONDITIONS: Packed Powder, Machine Made, Machine Groomed

LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN  LIFTS OPEN
8 7

SNOW VALLEY

NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS
(24 Hrs) 0" 12712" 8:30 am - 4:00 pm

CONDITIONS: Packed Powder, Machine Made, Machine Groomed, Hard Packed

RUNS OPEN  LIFTS OPEN
5 5

WS r/ocure

SWELL FORECAST (4-9FT)

Significant WNW swell hits NCal on Christmas, day after
for SoCal...

More significant NW swells on tap next week...
LONG RANGE SYNOPSIS

Saturday is looking like the smallest day in the forecast
with size dipping to chest to head high, but with some
pluses at standout west facing breaks running a couple
feet overhead.

SATURDAY
LOW TIDE:
HIGH TIDE:

11:03PM
4:15AM

9:38PM
4:06PM

SUNDAY
LOW TIDE:
HIGH TIDE:

11:56PM
4:45AM

10:23PM
5:38PM

MONDAY
LOW TIDE:
HIGH TIDE:

12:39PM
5:17AM

11:08PM
6:48PM

TUESDAY
LOW TIDE:
HIGHTIDE:

1:17PM
5:50AM

11:53PM
7:42PM

WEDNESDAY
LOW TIDE:
HIGH TIDE:

12:56PM N/A
6:27AM 8:28PM

THURSDAY
LOW TIDE:
HIGH TIDE:

12:38AM
7:07AM 6.5FT

2:36PM
9:11PM 3.6FT

FRIDAY
LOW TIDE:
HIGH TIDE:

1:02AM L7FT

3:04PM -0.9FT
7:39AM b

com

SURF CENTER santa monica

% Core Surf/lLifestyle Shop X

1451 THIRD STREET PROMENADE
IN SANTA MONICA - 310.656.CURL

.
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THE Q-LINE
RESPONSES

ARE IN!

WE HAVE THE QUESTIONS.
YOU HAVE THE ANSWERS.
CHECK OUT THIS WEEK'’S Q-LINE
RESPONSES ON PAGE 4.

~“The Galley

Sponsored by...

Rediscover The Galley’s genuine
service while experiencing our new
weekend brunch served on our
beautiful outdoor: patio.

Serving Brunch from 11AM-4PM
Full Bar-Best Bloody Mary's in-Santa Monica

(310) 452-1934
2442 Main Street » Santa-Monica

BANKRUPTCY

Missed the deadline?
It’s not too late!

The Law Offices of Martin D. Gross

2001 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 205 Santa Monica CA 90403
Your Local Santa Monica Attorney on the web www.lawgross.com

CALL 310.453.8320

BACK/UNFILED
TAXES?

ALL FORMS e ALL TYPES e ALL STATES

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
(310) 395-9922

100 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1800
Santa Monica 90401
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OPINION
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THESE ARE A FEW OF OUR FAVORITE THINGS

This past week, Q-line asked:

“What are you grateful for this holiday season?”

Here are your responses:

© “I am grateful for my wonderful
family and friends and the strength and
comfort of religious heritage. At the
same time, | am saddened to see the
world around us making it so hard for
my loved ones to cope in a dangerous,
godless, callous, greedy, duplicitous
environment. Selfishness and self-cen-
teredness have taken over and are bring-
ing ruin to our world.”

© “Being a resident of a convalescent
home here in Santa Monica, | am grate-
ful for the fact that I’'m much better this
year and | can go out and about, go to
the farmers’ market in downtown Santa
Monica and give money to needy peo-
ple. So that’s what I’m thankful for.”

© “There are five things I’m grateful
for: my wife, my wife, my wife, my
wife, and lastly, my wife.”

© “Well, considering the quality of
idiots in Washington D.C., Sacramento,
and City Hall, there’s not much to be
grateful for in government. But at least |
am grateful for the fact “The Simpsons”
are still going strong and every week
they manage to pull out some new, silly
episode even when you think they can’t.
At least when Homer Simpson does
something stupid it doesn’t cost a lot of
lives like when Bush does something
stupid.”

© “I am grateful that Santa Monica is
not yet like Los Angeles. | am grateful
that only half the bums from Los
Angeles actually stay here. | am grateful
that Heal the Bay after 20 years still lets
us swim in the Pacific Ocean. | am
grateful that there aren’t more gang
members having counseling jobs at the
Pico Family & Youth Center. I am
grateful that police officers are involved
with the youths at PAL. | am grateful
there are only 2,000 units of low-income
housing. | am grateful that the city
requires 120 hours of community ser-
vice to obtain home ownership loans. |
am grateful that all the non-profits in
this town have a taxpayer subsidized
feeding trough at City Hall so they can
make a living. | am grateful that we
don’t have a video camera on every cor-
ner. | am grateful that I can still drive a
car in Santa Monica and not ride a horse.

I am grateful that next year we can vote
in some decent commonsense leader-
ship. I am grateful to pay only $30 a
year to park my car in front of my own
house. But most of all I am most grate-
ful that | can still say to the City
Council, ‘Merry Christmas and may
God still bless you even in your unper-
ceived ignorance.”

© *“l am grateful for Santa Monica
Airport, truly a crown jewel in a sea of
gridlock. I am grateful to have a fine and
open aviation facility instead of a mega-
development in my neighborhood. | am
grateful to live within walking distance
of Santa Monica Airport. | am grateful
for the economic and business benefits
brought into the westside community
which make Santa Monica Airport a
bustling hub of commerce. | am grateful
for fine people, businesses and staff
whose jobs and livelihood depend on the
airport. 1 am grateful that Santa Monica
Airport represents the only transporta-
tion mode entirely free of traffic grid-
lock on the westside. | am grateful for
Angel Flight who volunteer medical
assistance flights and for the EVAC
(Emergency Volunteer Air Corps) group
who stand ready to provide flights for
vital emergency personnel to use Santa
Monica Airport. | am grateful to see a
young generation of flight students at
Santa Monica Airport who make the
financial sacrifice and undergo the rig-
orous training necessary to use Santa
Monica Airport. | am grateful for years
of camaraderie, brotherhood/sisterhood
of those who fly at Santa Monica
Airport. May thy windsock forever
wave in the presence of thine adver-
saries.”

® *“1 am grateful that our president,
George W. Bush, has no sons.”

© “The first thing that came to mind
is keeping fluoride out of our city water
supply. This has been a three-year plus
struggle to keep this poison out of our
waters and | am very grateful that we
have been able to do this so far. Also, I’d
be very grateful if the campaign to halt
nationwide fluoridation does come to
pass and we will be able to eliminate all
fluoridation throughout the country.”

OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials
from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish
all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to editor@smdp.com.
All letters must include the author's name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices locat-
ed at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are sub-

ject to editing for space and content.

Eavesdroning IS more

than just

MODERN
TIMES

BY LLOYD GARVER

The President of the United States has
enormous powers. During wartime, he has
even greater powers, as he should. But he
doesn’t have “unlimited powers.”
Countries in which the rulers have unlim-
ited powers are known as dictatorships,
and those are the kinds of governments
that we are supposedly against. So, when
| heard the president use as an excuse for
eavesdropping on U.S. citizens the fact
that he just felt it was necessary, it didn’t
seem like a good enough reason. We
already have a system in which there is a
special court set up to issue secret war-
rants for this purpose. These warrants can
be granted quickly, and are rarely turned
down. If time is of the essence, the presi-
dent can even get these warrants after the
fact. The only thing is, if you get a war-
rant, there will be a record of whom you
have eavesdropped on.

This warrant system came about after
the Vietnam War when it was discovered
that the Federal Government had been
spying on people whose positions on the
war  were different  from the
Administration’s, and on people the gov-
ernment just didn’t like. One of the presi-
dents involved in these tapings was
Richard Nixon, and he had an infamous
“enemies list,” and he felt he had a right to
spy on whomever he wanted. As | recall,
Mr. Nixon got into a lot of trouble.

A few days after it was revealed that
the government was secretly spying on
U.S. citizens without warrants, President
Bush used words like “inexcusable” and
“shameful.” | was happily surprised that
he took this position, but when | read clos-
er, | saw that he was saying that what was
“inexcusable” and *“shameful” was the
media’s telling the American people that
this spying was going on.

The problem with all this secret taping
is that once it gets started, it can get out of
control. Since all of this is so secretive,
how are we — or Congress — to know
who’s listening in on what conversations?

And sure enough, a transcript of a
phone call was given to me by a fictitious,
yet unreliable, source. It deals with the
president getting advice on the domestic
spying issue from one of his closest advi-
sors:

HARRIET MIERS: Hello.
PRESIDENT BUSH: Hello, Harriet. It’s
the president.

LONG PAUSE

ad manners

PRESIDENT BUSH: Can you hear me all
right?

HARRIET MIERS: I hear you just fine. I'm
still a little peeved at you, that’s all. Bailing
before they even held hearings on me.

PRESIDENT BUSH: Harriet, | told you
that was because of pressure from the Far
Right Wackos. Now, | really need your
advice.

HARRIET MIERS: Why don’t you call
those “Far Right Wackos” for advice if
you care about them so much? Or do what
you think is best. After all, “aren’t you the
smartest man” | ever met?

PRESIDENT BUSH: Look, I really need
some help on this domestic spying thing.

HARRIET MIERS: Well, if you had called
me first, | would have told you to get war-
rants. Now, let’s see. Have you played the
“stopping this will help the enemy” angle
yet?

PRESIDENT BUSH: Yep, first thing.

HARRIET MIERS: Good. Have you
attacked the media for revealing what you
shouldn’t have done?

PRESIDENT BUSH: Almost immediately.
I’m also thinking of raising the threat
level to the next color to prove that extra-
ordinary means are necessary at this time.

HARRIET MIERS: | wouldn’t. Nobody
pays attention to that anymore. I’ll bet
even you couldn’t tell me what color
we’re on today.

PRESIDENT BUSH: Orange? No, yellow?
I guess you’re right. Well, what should 1
do?

HARRIET MIERS: Relax. The worst that
could happen is that this thing will go to
the Supreme Court to decide what powers
you have.

PRESIDENT BUSH: The Supreme Court?
Ha! | guess we know how they’ll decide.
So, | have nothing to worry about.

HARRIET MIERS: Only your conscience
bothering you for selling out an old friend.
I could’ve been one of those Justices who
would grant you this outrageous power.

PRESIDENT BUSH: Listen, | gotta go.
I’m late for my bike ride.

CLICK. PRESIDENT HANGS UP

HARRIET MIERS: Did you get all that?

HILLARY CLINTON: Every word, Harriet.

HARRIET MIERS: You won’t forget me?

HILLARY CLINTON: Not a chance.

HARRIET MIERS: And you know what
size black robe | wear, right?

HILLARY CLINTON: Uh, right.

(Lloyd Garver has written for many
television shows, ranging from *“Sesame
Street” to “Family Ties™ to “Frasier.” He
also has read many books, some of them
in hardcover. He writes the ““Modern
Times” column for CBSnews.com’s opin-
ion page and a weekly column for
SportsLine.com. He can be reached at
smdp@Iloydgarvermoderntimes.com.)

Do you have business briefs?

Submit news releases to: editor@smdp.com or fax (310) 576-9913




STATE

Vintner has spirited
recovery after blaze

BY MICHELLE LOCKE

Associated Press Writer

ST. HELENA, Calif. — After a warehouse
fire wiped out huge chunks of his wine
inventory this fall, vintner Ted Hall took
stock. On hand was new wine that would
take months to mature and a pile of
“pomace,” grape skins and seeds left over
from harvest.

Which is when he hit on Plan B: Make
grappa, the potent after-dinner drink made
from distilling pomace.

“We’re making lemonade out of
lemons,” Hall said with a wry smile.

Normally, the pomace would have
become fertilizer for Hall’s organic Long
Meadow Ranch in the Napa Valley, which
also sells extra-virgin olive oil and grass-
fed beef.

Turning the pomace into grappa made
for a higher-profile product that can help
keep the Long Meadow name in front of
restaurants and other customers during the
wait for new releases, crucial for the fast-
moving, short-memoried wine business.

“The real issue is maintaining relation-
ships and awareness of who we are,” said
Hall.

Long Meadow lost its 2001 and 2002
cabernet sauvignon, which would have
been the current and upcoming releases,
when fire broke out in October at Wines
Central in Vallejo, a storage facility at the
old Navy shipyard on Mare Island just
south of Napa. Also gone was the 2002
sangiovese, a red grape varietal, the 2003
Ranch House Red, a blend, and the entire
“library” collection — a selection of
wines saved from previous years — going
back to the first vintage of 1994.

The losses — Hall didn’t want to give
a figure but said they amounted to three
years’ worth of sales — could have been
worse.

More than 70 wineries had wine in the
warehouse and total losses have been esti-
mated as high as $100 million. Officials
ruled the fire arson, but have made no
arrests.

Long Meadow had insurance and, in a
stroke of what Hall calls “just dumb luck,”
the winery had scheduled a late date for
bottling the 2003 wine still in barrels at
the winery, so that vintage is safe. The
winery will release its 2003 sangiovese in
March, along with a sauvignon blanc, and
the 2003 cabernet in September.

Still, the fire left a gap, one that is
being experienced by a number of other
wineries that lost substantial inventory.

“The problem is you’ve basically got to
start over. Because if you’re on a wine
list, or you’re on a shelf and you can’t
supply, you lose your placement,” said
Mike Fisher, a partner in the wine consul-
tancy Global Wine Partners, based in the
Napa Valley.

Other strategies being adopted by fire-
affected wineries include trying to stretch
out what wine is left or moving up release
dates, he said.

At Long Meadow, Hall plans on making
about 50 cases of grappa, which will prob-
ably be priced at about $35 for a 375 milli-
liter bottle and could be available by June.

Hall is a veteran of the wine industry
and served as executive chairman of The
Robert Mondavi Corp. for most of 2004,
until it was sold to Constellation Brands.

Although it’s often found in tall, ele-
gant bottles, grappa has a bit of a reputa-
tion as a tonsil-toasting brew. But in
recent years, high-end makers have been
adopting changes, such as using fresh
pomace from just one type of grape, to
produce a much more polished product.
That’s the style Long Meadow’s after, and
early tastings indicate the grappa should
reflect the cabernet character of its ori-
gins, said Hall.

Grappa is a small part of the spirits
market, but it is becoming more popular
as customers have warmed up to the habit
of serving a digestive spirit after dinner,
said Gary Marcaletti, owner of the spe-
cialty San Francisco Wine Trading Co.

“l think it’s becoming a little more
prominent. We carry 25 to 30 grappas so
that gives you some idea,” he said.

At up to 100 proof, grappa packs a
punch and is definitely for sipping, not
slurping. Hall tells the story of how a
neighbor earned the nickname “Papa
Grappa” after overindulging at a backyard
get-together on a Saturday night. The next
morning, the neighbor was missing at
early Mass because, his wife explained,
“After the party, he crawled up on the din-
ing room table to sleep ... and he’s still
there!”

Traditionally, grappa’s been thought of
as a way to ease your worries. Hall’s not
expecting miracles from his new spirit.
But he does hope it dilutes the sour taste
of the fire losses.
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24TH XMAS EVE
Christmas Karaoke 9pm - Late NO COVER

SUNDAY, 25TH CHRISTMAS DAY
Open All Day, T1PM-1:30AM

HAPPY HOUR 4PM-7PM MON-FRI
ALL DOMESTICS $2.50, WINE $2.50, WELL DRINKS $2.50

FU |_|_ M E N U featuring Britannia’s very popular fish & chips and all other british

favorites. Breakfast served all day. If you are counting calories, we have great salads too.

Full Bar. Heated Patio. Lunch Delivery Available.
Opening Hours 11 Monday-Friday, 9:30™ Saturday-Sunday

318 Santa Monica Blvd. « Santa Monica
310-458-5350 - www.britanniapub.com

“She’s SO hard
to shop for!”’

Not at Magellan's!
We have hundreds of
items for the women
in your life, and we
can help you choose
the perfect holiday
gift.

Puckered Twinset, $99.00

Mogellan'sSs

AMERICA’S LEADING SOURCE OF TRAVEL SUPPLIES

1006 Wilshire Blvd. (at 10th)

Free Parking in Back
Open Monday-Saturday from 10-6. Sunday 12 to 5.

Phone: (310) 394-9417 ~ www.magellans.com
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A CHRISTMAS TRADITION Since 1953

Sanca (Domica Nacvicy Scenes

B eginning at the intersection of
Arizona and Ocean avenues,

canta Monje,
D Ry O

= o
3 E:,EH‘!&S;?,EG

Since 1953

these 14 inspiring and
dramatic scenes proclaim
the story of Christmas

to all who pass by.
Scenes will be on display
until the end of the year.

Donations may be sent to:
Santa Monica Nativity
Scenes Committee

P.O. Box 0648, Santa Monica, CA 90406

Al reglstered
participants receive
a FREE 30 day membership to
24 Hour Fitness and a

FAEE consultation and halrcut at
Lance Christopher Salon
In Beverly Hills]

e Soft Sand 5K Run
e Polar Bear Swim

e 10,000 Steps Walk
e FREE All Day Expo

Santa Monica Pler » Sunday, January 1
www.ResolutionFest.com » 310.474.4832

CHRISTMAS EVE + Satunlaf, December 24th
4:00 pm + Children’s Christmas Eve Mass + Gymnasium
4:15 p.m =+ Christmas Eve Mass + Church
6:15 p.m + Christmas Eve Mass + Church
9:00 p.m =+ Christmas Eve Mass <+ Church
MIDNIGHT MASS
12:00 a.m. 4 Midnight Mass + Gymnasium
12:00 a.m, 4 Midnight Mass 4+ Church

ADDITIONAL PARKING FOR CHRISTMAS EVE ( 4:00pm - 1:30am )
Crown Parking -+ 1211 7th Street { South of Wilshire |

CHRISTMAS DAY - Sunday, December 25th

6:45 a.m. 4 Christmas Mass == Church
7:45 a.m. 4 Christmas Mass <+ Church
9:30 a.m. 4 Christmas Mass <+ Church
11:30 a.m. 4+ Christmas Mass 4+ Church
1:15 p.m. + Christmas Mass 4 Church
THERE WILL NOT BE A 5:30 PM. MASS ON CHRISTMAS EVE OR CHRISTMAS DAY,
THERE WILL MOT BE CONFESSIONS ON CHRISTMAS EVE OR CHRISTMAS DAY

ST. MONICA CATHOLIC CHURCH

701 CALIFORNIA AVENUE 4 SANTA MONICA, CA 90403-4097
(310) 393-9287 + www.stmonica.net
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STATE BRIEFS

By land or by sea, the boat show must go on

By The Associated Press

CHINO HILLS — Thirty miles inland from Orange County yacht harbors, boaters
are again celebrating the holidays at the annual Chino Hills Boat Parade through the
community’s roads.

Vehicles towing a variety of decorated vessels snaked their way through the land-
locked city’s Los Serranos neighborhood Thursday night, led by a “Rudolph the
Red-Nosed RV,” and the quirky procession was prepared for another run Friday
night.

More than 65 boats were expected to participate in the two-day parade, which has
become a beloved tradition since its inception 14 years ago.

“Every time | tell someone we’re involved in the Chino Hills Boat Parade they
say, Where is the water?” But we don’t need water. People love it, they line the
streets,” said parade organizer Ernie Kruse of the Chino Hills Kiwanis Club.

“It’s pretty nice, it puts you in the merry mood,” said Lidiya Tokarets, 15, of
Chino Hills.

West Nile virus cases down in county

By The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — While cases of West Nile virus climbed statewide, infections
plummeted in Los Angeles County from 309 in 2004 to just 43 this year.

This year was widely expected to be a bad one for the mosquito-borne infections,
mainly due to the high number of breeding pools after record winter rains.

California saw cases rise from 779 in 2004 to 910 this year, one-third of the 2,733
cases diagnosed nationally, county health officials said Thursday. Eighteen
Californians died compared with 27 last year.

None of the 2005 deaths occurred in Los Angeles County, which had 12 last year.

“What we’ve seen across the country is that places that have a very heavy year tend
not to have a heavy year the next year,” county health officer Dr. Jonathan E. Fielding
said. “Nobody really knows the answer why this happens, whether it’s a decline in the
susceptible bird population, certainly the good job vector control does or education
efforts. But | think there are factors beyond those we don’t understand yet.”

The virus is transmitted to people and animals through mosquito bites. About 80
percent of those who are infected have no symptoms, but in some cases people can
suffer paralysis and death.

In the six years since the virus was first diagnosed in New York and spread across
the country, the virus has demonstrated dramatic fluctuations in both the number of
people infected and horses, birds, sentinel chickens and mosquito pools.

Fluctuations are due to changing temperatures, rainfall and humidity, bird reser-
voirs, mosquito populations and efforts by mosquito abatement districts to kill mos-
quitoes, authorities said.

Over the overlay: County wants 424 put on hold

By The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — The county wants state regulators to delay implementation of the
424 area code overlay, saying there are still plenty of numbers left in the 310 area.

The petition filed Thursday said the state Public Utilities Commission relied on
“now-obsolete data” that overstated demand and understated the supply of available
numbers to “create a false impression of a number shortage that in reality does not
exist.”

There has been strong resistance to the area code overlay.

“| think the county makes a very compelling case and | hope the PUC will think
so, t0o,” said Jacki Bacharach, executive director of the South Bay Council of
Governments.

The PUC approved the overlay that allows current telephone customers to retain
their numbers after meeting vigorous opposition to splitting the 310 area code.

David Sommers, spokesman for county Supervisor Don Knabe, a key opponent of
the area code overlay, hopes the new information prompts the PUC to reconsider.

“We hope the PUC will take into consideration the expert testimony the county
is presenting that says current (number inventory) studies need to be done before
this overlay goes into effect,” he said. “We’re optimistic the PUC will make a ratio-
nal decision.”

Animal rights activists getting catty

By The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — The Animal Defense League-Los Angeles, alleging City
Attorney Rocky Delgadillo denied them free speech rights, filed a $3 million claim
against the city.

The activists have staged rowdy demonstrations near the homes of city employ-
ees in recent years in an effort to end the killing of strays by the Department of
Animal Services.

Delgadillo recently announced misdemeanor conspiracy charges were filed
against the Animal Defense League-Los Angeles for allegedly threatening public
employees. Delgadillo’s office will try to impose probation on league members to
stop their protests.

Attorney John J. Uribe, representing the activist group, said that the Animal
Defense League-Los Angeles didn’t engage in illegal tactics and that Delgadillo
was probably confusing it with the Animal Liberation Front, which has taken
responsibility for vandalizing city worker property.

“It’s all innuendo,” Uribe said.
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Christmas tree rentals
trim away the guilt

BY DAN GOODIN

Associated Press Writer

SAN FRANCISCO — It might just take a
Christmas miracle to deck out these
spindly branches with ornaments or
arrange a pile of gifts around their slender,
bare trunks, but they’ve all been snatched
up, and it’s hard to argue with success.

The trees, rented out by San
Franciscans for $90 each during the holi-
day season, are designed to give residents
an environmentally friendly alternative to
traditional firs and pines.

The fruitless olives, Brisbane boxes
and others range from 6 to 12 feet tall and
aren’t quite Charlie Brown’s sad sapling,
but they’re definitely not the full-bodied
evergreens most Christmas revelers have
grown accustomed to.

That’s just fine by Stacy Collins
Johnson, who said she rented a live prim-
rose so her two children, ages 4 and 6, can
help replant it in one of San Francisco’s
needy neighborhoods once the holidays
have passed.

“l wasn’t really sure how this would
play out, having a nontraditional
Christmas tree in our house,” Johnson
said. “I thought they’d be upset, and they
love it. They named the tree Charlie
Green.”

Like other San Franciscans participat-
ing in the program, Johnson paid to have
the tree, complete with pot and soil, deliv-
ered to her home. Her family will decorate
it, celebrate Christmas, and then city offi-
cials will arrange to pick up the tree and
plant it in a neighborhood in need of
greenery.

As December rolls around each year,
environmentally conscious residents of
San Francisco are confronted with a
choice: buy a real tree grown expressly to
be chopped down and strung with lights or
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get an artificial one. Both options have
their drawbacks. Environmentalists say
growing real trees is a waste of valuable
resources and discarding them clogs local
landfills; artificial trees often contain lead
and other harmful chemicals and also usu-
ally end up in dumps.

“We call it the guilt-free option,” said
Mark Westlund, spokesman for the San
Francisco Department of Environment,
which decided to introduce the program
earlier this year. “You don’t have to worry
about cutting down a living tree and you
don’t have to worry about buying a tree
with petroleum materials.”

San Francisco created the program
with help from the nonprofit group
Friends of the Urban Forest, which plants
trees along the city’s streets. Within a
week of announcing the program, all 100
trees were claimed, Westlund said.

Delivery began last week; retrieval will
be during the first week of January.
Officials will handle any damaged trees
on a case-by-case basis and use the expe-
rience to shape their future policy,
Westlund said.

“I'm kind of an unrepentant tree hug-
ger,” said George Slack, who rented three
trees for his cabinet shop. “There’s some-
thing very nice about having a living piece
of greenery in your living environment
this time of year.”

But not everyone who rents trees to be
planted after Christmas fits that descrip-
tion, at least when it comes to those pick-
ing similar offerings elsewhere in the
country.

“My customers aren’t granola-eating,
sandal-wearing type people,” said John
Fogel, owner of the Original Living
Christmas Tree Co. in Portland, Ore.,
which has rented Christmas trees for 14
years. “It’s a practical thing they do
around the holidays.”

WER TDOLS

YOUR
MESSAGE

| CREATIVE

... creativity knows

no boundaries

/Ww.copiacreative.com
fo@copiacreative.com - 310.8.Copia.C (826.7422)

MARKETING - BRANDING - DEVELOPMENT - CONSULTING

L Al

Santa Monica Daily Press 0 Weekend Edition, December 24-25, 2005 0 Page 7

How about nice headphones
for Holiday giﬂ?
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SWITCH

gears to State Farm for the right

COVERAGE

at the right price.

Fariba Zand, Agent
Insurance Lic. # 034743
2432 Lincaln Bhvd
Santa Monica, CA S0405-3802
Bua: 310-314-7601

Find out why more people trust State Farm for cir insurance. See if
o dpualify for Muli- Car and Muoluple Line Piscounts. Call mie woday.

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR ‘ STATE FARM 15 THERE®

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

NOW RE-OPENED

FISHER

Hardware & Lumber

NEW LOCATION
1600 Lincoln Blvd.

(corner of Lincoln and Colorado)
Santa Monica, CA 90404

(310) 395-0956

Mon-Fri — 7:30 - 5:30
Sat — 8:00 - 5:00

“See us for a complete line of windows and doors”

10% off purchase with this ad

Excludes Sale Merchandise. Expires 1-15-05.
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Got Mexican?

Tastiest Mexican Fare and Margaritas
in Santa Monica since 1965

EST. 1946

CASA

2500 WILSHIRE BLVD., SM % 310/828-1315 % LUNCH & DINNER ESCOBAR

Frugal Phil’s

Frame Factory Outlet

Photo Frames, Wall Frames
Framed Art, Degree and Document frames,

Sizes up to 27Tx40 in stock

Lowest prices on ready made
and custom framing.

Parking behind the store

“Lowest Prices on Framing”

Last minute framing available
until noon on Saturday 12/24/05

(applies to in-stock moldings only)

Our Mission Statement:
We will give our customers
such a great value and
outstanding service that any

other framing store will be
& \.r o E \‘F i una{.:ccptahle. A store wit.h a
g P Fies Bim family atmosphere. We will
-] E = el § ~ not over promise, we will
E E E over deliver.
1
= Please give us a chance to
E 237 Westwood Blvd, 2 1028 Lincoln Bivel, Fullfill r : d
(310) 475-1404 & (310) 314-0404 your iraming needs.
www.sushimon.net
; l%
3 W

Japanese Cuisine

Santa Monica

401 W. Santa Monica Bl | 310.576.7011
Beverly Hills

8562 West 3rd Street 1 310.246.9230

Starbucks Is betting on
appeal of joe on the go

BY ELIZABETH M. GILLESPIE

AP Business Writer

SEATTLE — Leaning out the window of
her SUV, Tami Cornwell orders the same
drink she gets almost every day: “Double-
tall,  four-pump  vanilla  caramel
Macchiato.”

A high-tech recruiter, she’s gotten
hooked on the growing number of dri-
vethrus Starbucks has been opening in
recent years.

“On weekends, | like to go into the
store,” she said one morning at a drivethru
north of downtown on her way to work.
“On the weekdays, it’s more about conve-
nience and caffeine.”

The world’s largest specialty coffee
chain once shunned the drivethru concept,
fearing it might alienate customers who
like to come inside and sip their lattes
while listening to music in cozy chairs.

In the early 1990s, as independent
espresso stands were starting to gain a
steady following, Starbucks stuck to its
original game plan: giving people a “third
place” to escape from the hustle and bus-
tle of home and work.

Eventually, it got hard to ignore coffee
lovers” demand for a quick java fix with-
out leaving the warmth of their driver’s
seats.

“We have a habit of giving customers
what they want, and when a customer has
six Kids in their car or their favorite pets
and it’s raining or snowing, that’s creating
an experience for them that will want to
make them use a drivethru,” said Jim
Donald, Starbucks’ president and chief
executive.

Starbucks started testing out the market
in 1994, opening its first drivethrus in car-
crazed Southern California. It had dozens
of drivethrus doing brisk business within a
few years.

There were 170 and counting by 2001.
It opened 354 drivethrus in the U.S. dur-
ing its latest fiscal year, pushing its
nationwide total to 1,065 — nearly 15
percent of its roughly 7,300 domestic
stores.

The 2005 fiscal year, which ended Oct.
2, marked the first time drivethrus com-
prised more than half of Starbucks’ new
company-operated stores — those that
aren’t licensed in airports, hotels, grocery
stores and the like.

The company now has drivethrus in
every state but Vermont and Wyoming.
Internationally, Canada has 35 drivethrus,
there are nine in Japan, four in Mexico,
and one each in Puerto Rico and
Indonesia.

Drivethrus will continue to add to

Starbucks’ bottom line, making up about
half of the new stores the company opens
domestically over the next few years,
Donald said.

Aside from the headset-wearing baris-
tas, the ambiance in many of its drivethrus
reveals the same attention to decor the
company gives its traditional stores, with
cushy chairs and art on the walls.

Bruce Milletto, president of Bellissimo
Coffee InfoGroup in Portland, Ore., said
he’s surprised it took so long for
Starbucks to get into the drivethru busi-
ness.

His consulting firm has helped thou-
sands of small businesses open coffee
shops and drivethrus over the past 15
years, he said.

He’s gotten used to hearing clients
sneer at Starbucks, denouncing the com-
pany as a corporate giant that’s bound to
try to put them out of business. He tries to
convince them it’s not such a David-vs.-
Goliath thing.

“Starbucks is oftentimes, to the small
independent coffee entrepreneur, thought
of as the devil to the industry. What most
people don’t realize, is that without
Starbucks, the industry wouldn’t have
exploded as it has,” Milletto said.

Espresso drivethrus dot so many park-
ing lots and street corners in Seattle and
its surrounding suburbs that some have
difficulty surviving.

“You get customers by stealing from
other drivethrus,” said Mark Weber,
owner of Scooter’s Espresso in the city’s
Pinehurst neighborhood. “You’re not cre-
ating new customers.”

Weber gets enough morning rush-hour
customers to be breaking even after about
five months in operation. He’s tried to
drum up new business by offering 20 per-
cent off coffee drinks from noon to clos-
ing time, but hasn’t gotten much of a
response.

As he sees it, Starbucks’ growing dri-
vethru presence is making it harder on
independents.

“They take away a lot of business away
from the small operations,” he said. “They
were the only game in town for years, so
they’ve built up their market share. ...
They’re masters at marketing, no doubt
about it.”

Critics have long derided Starbucks as
the McDonald’s of coffee. Now some
chuckle that drivethrus just make them
look more like it.

Donald bristles at such a suggestion:
“We are not the McDonald’s of anything,”
he said. “The drivethru is another conve-
nience for our customers as we want them
to enjoy a great cup of coffee.”

Santa Wonica Dailfy Vress
Has an ‘E-dition!
Home delivery by E-mail

Check the day’s headlines, news stories,
classifieds, comics, horoscopes and
ads all before you leave the house!

FREE SUBSCRIPTIONS AVAILABLE!

For more information, please call:
310.458.Press (7737) or sign up on
our Web site @ www.smdp.com
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Our Listings

2560 FEDERAL, MAR VISTA

Beautiful 1929 Spanish with all the original
details. Coved ceilings with defining arches
make this home charming and full of character.
Dramatic light fixtures adorn this home along
with a Malibu Tile fireplace in the Living room.
New Tile Roof, New Driveway, New Patio
Intricately designer laid linoleum flooring in
kitchen and breakfast nook. Tiled bathroom with
the original bathtub. Beautiful hardwood floors.

3512 GREENWOOD, MAR VISTA

Open spacious kitchen-dining room and living room with recessed lighting and
ceramic tile floors. Beautiful view from the Living room through the sliding doors
to the back yard with swimming pool and BBQ. Danky wine cooler. Professional
quality kitchen with Birds Eye maple cabinetry with purple heart trim, center
island with hidden pull up appliance trays, granite counter top, Viking range ( 6
burners & griddle), Kitchen aid dishwasher & refrigerator. Extra large pull out
drawers, cooking tray slot. Huge walk in pantry. Dining area with Bird's Eye maple
glass cabinet doors and dark granite counter tops. Full bath with oversized tub.
Outdoor BBQ with additional stove/gas range, and mini refrigerator. Heated and
filtered swimming pool. Forced Air Heating and 100 amp main with underground
wiring to sub panel on the house. 2 car detached garage with attached dry walled
rumpus room. New wood fence on 3 sides of property, and drip irrigation (hose) on
side yard. Sprinklers in front yard with new temperature coated driveway parking

OUR MORTGAGE PARTNER: ARE FINANCIAL

NO MONEY DOWN (100% LoAN-TO-VALUE)
No DocuMENTATION LOANS AVAILABLE
PrIOR BANKRUPTCY OR MorTGAGE LATE PAyMENTs O K.

]LMthﬂmﬂE Bﬂﬂﬂﬂ

" § 500,000
$ 750,000
$1,000,000

Borrowers must meet certain qualifications. Rates are subject to change (5.432% APR).

$1264
$1896
$2528
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GEORGE CHUNG REALTORS

3218 CORINTH- TROUSDALE

Location! Location! Location! Beautiful, Tree-
Lined Street in Westdale Trousdale Area of Mar
Vista. 3Bdrms+2.75Baths. Living Room w/FPLC
+ Family Room Combination w/ Sky Lights.
Formal Dining Room. Spacious Landscaped Back
Yard w/ Entry from Family Room. Carpet Floors.
Enlarged Updated Kitchen w/ Breakfast Area &
Adjoining Laundry Room. Central Air & Heating.

:-. F V4
Purcuase A New Howme or lmlnal AN “lxmn,g Homlul?

BuyEer's
SEMINAR
WEDNESDAY

12435 WASHINGTON PL., MAR VISTA

Rental House, Zoning LAR 4-1 Buyer to verify with
Building & Safety

JAaNuAry 25™ @ TpMm

PLEASE CALL

TO RSVP

11671 NATIONAL BLVD.

Los ANGELES, CA. 90064

N.E. ff;{)lmqi' OF NATIONAL AND BARRINGTON
ParkinG Lot LocATED OFF oF NATIONAL

" ARE

Financial

310) 745-3190 OR (310) 391-6346
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ENJOY FEDERAL
TAX-FREE INCOME.

- "\ Call today for a free copy of
The Complete Guide to Tax-Free Municipal Bonds.

4

A.G.EDWARDS.

FULLY INVESTED IN OUR CLIENTS.

e

Brian Hepp, AAMS

Financial Consultant

2425 Olympic Blvd., Suite 130-E
Santa Monica, CA 90404

(310) 453-0077
brian.hepp@agedwards.com

[24778-v1-0698] BM-273-1005

2005 A.G. Edwards & Sons, Inc. * Member SIPC

Don't let APRIL 15th become your noose
Take Advantage of OUR Hindsight,
Take Control, Then Relax!

25% off el

YOUR TAX PREP FEE

when_4merica's CPA Completes
Your Income Tax Return

With over 40 years of IRS & Business Experiences.
Located af Santa Monica's 3rd Sireet Promeanade

Free Consultation 310 395-0603

Goey Photography & Video

Los Angeles Newport Beach

Westlake San Diego

www.Goes|

3

FIVE ACES PHOTOGRAPHY

FOR ALL OF YOUR DIGITAL AND PRINT NEEDS
NO EVENT TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL WE COVER IT ALL

20%

FiveAcesPhoto.photoreflect.com

310 963 0636
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Some find reindeer really tasty

LOOK-A-LIKE, from page 1

Not that Shipka plans to dine on the 17 pregnant rein-
deer he’s studying at a University of Alaska Fairbanks
research center. But the species has great livestock poten-
tial, as some Alaska reindeer herders have long known,
he says.

The halter-broke animals sniffed at the air as Shipka
led some visitors into a large pen at the Robert G. White
Large Animal Research Station on a recent freezing after-
noon. The reindeer scooted to the back of the enclosure,
but within minutes their gregarious nature won out and
they surrounded the visitors. A reindeer named Nymph
nudged one of them in the leg.

“She’s an inquisitive girl,” Shipka said. “And a bit for-
ward.”

Shipka’s study is looking at the reproductive biology of
reindeer throughout their 215-day gestation, an effort he
hopes will lead to improved management of the species.

The state’s reindeer industry has roots going back to
the late 1800s, when missionary Sheldon Jackson intro-
duced Siberian reindeer to Alaska Natives in the Western
Alaska peninsula. The idea was to create a sustainable
alternative to then-dwindling numbers of subsistence ani-
mals, including caribou and whales, said wildlife biolo-
gist Bill Hauer. He is the manager of the 134-acre station,
operated by the university’s Institute of Arctic Biology.

Reindeer meat today is prized for its rich flavor, tender-
ness and low fat content. Also valued are byproducts such
as antlers, which are used in some medicines including
arthritis treatments, according to ecologist Greg Finstad,
manager of the university’s Reindeer Research Program,
whose subjects live on a UAF experiment farm on campus.

Reindeer in Alaska also have been used to carry pas-
sengers, supplies and mail, not to mention mythical loads
of presents.

Today only Alaska Natives can own Alaska-born rein-
deer, under a law passed by Congress in 1937, with rare
exceptions such as UAF researchers. Most of the reindeer
trade remains on the Seward Peninsula and so does much
of the meat, although some is sold elsewhere in the state
and beyond. Finstad said there are more than 25 roving
herds between the peninsula and several Alaska islands,
as well as a handful of fenced operations in the interior.

Seward Peninsula reindeer roam the tundra over large
ranges, rounded up with the help of helicopters or four-
wheelers — that is, if their handlers can find them.

Scores of reindeer have run off with their high-strung,
migrating cousins from the Western Arctic caribou herd,
whose numbers have skyrocketed in recent decades. The
two are the same species, but are classified as two sub-

Not just for hauling presents

By The Associated Press

ROAST RUDOLPH: Researchers at the University of
Alaska Fairbanks say reindeer has great potential as a
livestock species. The meat is prized for its rich fla-
vor, tenderness and low fat content.

SUBSISTENCE ROOTS: Siberian reindeer were intro-
duced to Alaska in the late 1800s as an alternative
food source for Alaska Natives after numbers of
native subsistence animals began to dwindle.

FUGITIVE HERDS: Scores of domesticated reindeer
have run off with their wild, migrating cousins from
the Western Arctic caribou herd.

species because there are enough differences. Reindeer
— a domesticated subspecies — are shorter, rounder, less
skittish and more sedentary.

As many as 225,000 caribou spend winters in the
region, according to Finstad, who has worked with herders
to study the fugitive reindeer problem, monitoring some of
the animals through radio and satellite collars. The aim is
to develop a new management strategy for the estimated
10,000- to 15,000 reindeer that remain in the region.

“Tens of thousands have left with caribou,” Finstad
said. “We’ve found a high mortality rate in those animals
that left. Reindeer don’t survive very long in a caribou
world,” where they are subject to rigors they never had to
endure as domestic animals.

Among other studies, researchers are developing sup-
plemental feed with mostly Alaska-grown ingredients to
eliminate expensive shipping costs of products from out-
side the state. They’re refining winter and summer for-
mulas that include barley, chopped hay, fish waste, vita-
mins and molasses.

Researchers are studying how diet affects the quality
of meat, as well. They’re also looking at electrical stimu-
lation of carcasses, a practice already done on cattle, pork
and other livestock as an alternative to aging meat for
several days. The effect of climate change on peninsula
reindeer is another topic being tackled.

University scientists also have collaborated with
researchers from Norway, Sweden and Finland as well as
U.S. reindeer owners outside Alaska.

Occasionally research calls for slaughtering some
male animals and, because taste is important to con-
sumers, cooking the meat at a test kitchen on campus.
The prime candidates for the job are 2-year-old steers in
the research program, run by the university’s School of
Natural Resources and Agricultural Sciences.
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Tracking Santa

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press

A holiday decoration lights up the night in the Sunset Park area of the city.

Grant writer to help
secure arts funding

ARTS FOR ALL, from page 1

that features the work of community pro-
fessionals, students and faculty.

Arts for all organizers admit Santa
Monica is a step ahead when it comes to
establishing a permanent creative curricu-
lum for students.

However, even with all the financial
help, parents still are asked to pitch in for
paintbrushes, canvases and other materi-
als. The budget for supplies — less than
$7 per student each semester — is still
inadequate, said Amy Bouse, an
Advanced Placement art teacher.

"It's certainly good to have that support
and advocacy," Bouse said of Arts for All,
the county’s plan. "But in terms of real
change, it's not yet palpable.”

Two years after the district signed on in
2003, Whaley believes the county's
approach is the way to go.

"This is about systemic change,"
Whaley said.

The county offered assistance to school
districts that commit to adding to their arts
programs. Sixteen districts have signed
up.

It’s a modest program, at least in terms

B The Arts Commission also created
a web site, http://mww.laartsed.org , list-
ing more than 175 programs that meet
California arts curriculum standards and
that schools can use. The service is avail-
able to all schools, regardless of whether
their districts have joined Arts for All.

of making up for years of diminished
funding for the arts, advocates said. Many
of the county's 1,800 public schools pro-
vide a spotty arts program at best. And,
the emphasis on standardized testing cou-
pled with district budget shortages in
recent years have left arts educators won-
dering whether their subjects will ever be
a school priority.

But Arts for All creators believe that
having school boards approve long-range
policies will help restore arts education at
all levels.

The infrastructure to support a high
quality, sequential K-12 arts education is
measured by five factors. These include:
an arts education policy adopted by the

See ARTS FOR ALL, page 12
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The tide has him turned

Mike Malik/Special to the Daily Press
Sen. John Kerry of Massachusetts, standing near the intersection of Sunset Boulevard and
PCH, takes a gander out to the unusually high surf that pounded the coastline on Thursday.
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One-third of districts
In LA have arts policy

ARTS FOR ALL, from page 11

school board; an arts education plan
adopted by the school board; a district
level arts coordinator; an arts education
budget of at least 5 percent of the district’s
total budget; and a student to credentialed
arts teacher ratio no higher than 400 to 1.

Of the 60 districts within the county
that participated in a recent survey, more
than a third have developed an overall arts
education policy, and a similar number of
school boards are either working on or
have approved plans for carrying them
out. Only 15 percent of districts, however,
have met the Arts for All budget goal and
only 12 percent have an arts coordinator.
Only 10 percent have at least one creden-
tialed arts teacher for every 400 students,
and 13 percent report having no creden-
tialed arts teacher.

Once the plan is in place, the allocation
of resources — staff and funding —
becomes paramount. Arts coordinators act
as the liaison between district policies and
individual schools, providing the neces-
sary leadership to implement the board-
adopted policy and district-wide plan.

Providing a specific allocation of dis-
trict dollars annually based upon the total
budget is a strong indication of the value a
district places on their arts education pro-
gram, according to advocates.

Teachers, trained to carry out the arts
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curriculum, are also a critical element to
its success. An appropriate ratio of cre-
dentialed art teachers must be supported
and maintained, according to advocates.

Santa Monica schools have achieved
many of the county’s arts goals. The
SMMUSD has an arts policy, plan and
coordinator. Where programming exists, a
ratio of students to art teachers of 326 to 1.

What’s lacking locally to make a per-
manent arts program possible is the fund-
ing shift that will allow it to flourish at the
elementary school level.

To help remedy this, the SMMUSD
board of education has signed off on hir-
ing a grant writer to see to it funding
sources for all grade levels are met. The
grant writer — who will receive a salary
of $60,000 per year — will be sponsored
for a two-year period from county and dis-
trict sources.

In the first year, the county will kick in
$40,000 for the grant writer and the dis-
trict $20,000. In the second year, the dis-
trict will pay the majority $40,000 and the
county $20,000.

The SMMUSD’s arts grant writer
should begin working by the fall, Whaley
said.

Individuals and companies in the
entertainment industry chipped in to help
participating districts pay for arts coordi-
nators and some high-priority projects,
such as the grant writers.
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Border church highlights immigration debate

BY ABE LEVY

Associated Press Writer

EAGLE PASS, Texas — For illegal immi-
grants weary from a long desert journey,
the Rev. Jim Loiacono is there with food,
shelter and sometimes a trip to Western
Union. He asks only to see U.S. Border
Patrol papers that indicate the immigrant
has promised to appear before a judge.

Loiacono and other priests along the
border reflect the Roman Catholic
Church’s historic social teaching that no
man-made law should keep the poor and
oppressed from bettering their lives
through immigration. But whether such
compassion should trump laws protecting
a country’s borders is at the center of a
growing national debate.

“It’s a hard trek between Central
America and the United States,” said
Loiacono, pastor of Our Lady of Refuge
Catholic Church, a 500-member congre-
gation four blocks from the U.S.-Mexico
border. “They come here ragged and worn
out. They really just need TLC at that
point.”

Around 9 million to 13 million illegal
immigrants live in the United States,
according to the U.S. Census Bureau,
though some estimates run as high was 20
million.

In recent years, Eagle Pass, a town of
about 22,000, has seen a rise in illegal
immigrants who take advantage of its cen-
tral location between San Antonio and
Monterrey, Mexico.

Some have darted across the city’s golf

course, whose fairways line the banks of
the Rio Grande. Others bunch on the side-
walks of busy streets en route to the
downtown bus station. As many as 150 a
day have passed through Eagle Pass this
year.

Protecting them from serious illness
and death is one thing, said Chris Simcox,
co-founder of the anti-illegal immigration
group the Minuteman Project. But it is
entirely different to break federal law, he
said.

“We have a long history of churches
being sanctuaries because they perceive
these people as being just children of
God,” he said. “But how do they know
they’re not aiding and abetting terrorists?”

Our Lady of Refuge Church does pro-
vide limited help to illegal immigrants
who haven’t yet declared themselves to
the Border Patrol, Loiacono said. But he
said he encourages them to do so and,
without proof of it, they are not allowed to
use the church’s phones or given rides to
the bus station or financial institutions.

Proof comes in the form of a “notice to
appear” document, which means Border
Patrol has checked them out and the per-
son promises to appear before an immi-
gration judge.

"There can’t be any other way,”
Loiacono said. “No one would forgive us
for blind acts of kindness if it turned out to
be a terrorist. But food, shelter and cloth-
ing? No problem.”

Those carrying a notice are generally
not Mexicans — whose discovery causes
a quick deportation just over the Rio
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Grande — but Central and South
Americans who’ve made costly and often
treacherous trips from their homelands.

The document, in practicality, permits
them to pass security checkpoints tem-
porarily and travel to another region of the
U.S. to live and work. Ignoring the docu-
ment risks deportation, if the Border
Patrol finds the immigrant.

Hilario Leal, spokesman for the Del
Rio sector of Border Patrol, which
includes Eagle Pass, said agents were
aware of the church’s aid to immigrants,
but the agency’s focus is on border
crossers and smugglers.

Eagle Pass Police Chief Tony
Castaneda said he doesn’t believe the
church is breaking any laws or abusing its
status in the community.

Instead, he said the church is keeping
illegal immigrants from the type of des-
peration that makes criminal activity a
tempting alternative, he said.

“They’re not turning to petty crime and
becoming a nuisance to our city,”
Castaneda said. “Once they leave Border
Patrol, very little assistance is given to
them. Word has spread quickly to come to
that church.”

Adding to the congregation’s standing
is its mysterious statue of the crucifix
found floating in the Rio Grande by U.S.
Border Patrol agents more than a year ago
and later placed in the church’s chapel.

Loiacono named the fiberglass, life-
size piece “The Undocumented Christ”
because he said it serves as a symbol of
divine empathy for the plight of immi-
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grants. Thousands of people have come to
the church to pray in front of the statue
and place photos of loved ones and notes
with prayer requests on an adjacent peg
board.

“People have an inalienable right to
migrate and to better one’s self and their
potential,” Loiacono said.

Founded in 1884 by the Missionary
Oblates of Mary Immaculate, the church
leaves its doors open overnight for immi-
grants to rest until the office opens in the
morning.

“They come sometimes sopping wet in
the middle of the night to our doorsteps,”
Loiacono said.

Had it not been for an Eagle Pass
woman’s familiarity with the church,
Meidy Garcia said she and her 3-year-old
daughter, Susan, could have died. During
their two-week journey from Honduras,
they slept in a rat-infested house, endured
double-crossing guides and ached from
hunger and thirst.

They crossed chest-high water in the
Rio Grande and walked in chilly tempera-
tures for a half hour before Border Patrol
agents arrested them. Their clothes were
wet and their emotions drained as they
spent four hours being questioned at the
Border Patrol station.

Afterward, they didn’t know where to
go, Garcia said, until the woman, whose
name they never learned, stopped to give
them a ride to the church.

They slept on cots inside the church
hall with warm blankets and frequent vis-
its by the nuns and Loiacono.
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Mexican city still has hopes
for port to service Arizona

BY THOMAS STAUFFER

Associated Press Writer

TUCSON, Ariz. — The semiannual meeting of officials
from Arizona and Sonora often spawns hopeful state-
ments about the little Sonoran port that thinks it can.

But the recent history of the underused Port of
Guaymas, 320 miles south of Tucson, is of a port that
couldn’t.

That history is littered with pledges and plans to devel-
op the Mexican port into a significant gateway for inter-
national trade that could serve as Arizona’s seaport.
Those plans never seem to pan out, and traffic at the port
dwindles. The week of Dec. 11, two ships were sched-
uled to arrive at the port, one of them a passenger ferry.

But now, conditions are different, say officials at the
Port Authority of Guaymas. Now there is an extreme
backlog of ships at the port of Long Beach, Calif., an
unprecedented flood of imports from China, record-high
copper prices and a post-drought revival of Mexican agri-
culture. The possibilities impressed Arizona Gov. Janet
Napolitano, who toured the port with Sonoran Gov.
Eduardo Bours in early December as part of an Arizona-
Mexico Commission meeting.

"As you drive around the area, there is construction
and economic activity aplenty,” Napolitano said. Arizona
and Sonora “are hot right now in terms of energy and
vitality, and as the commission makes clear, there is a
great deal of momentum for creating the Arizona-Sonora
region as an economic entity and partners to the world.”

Guaymas, she said, could be the region’s portal to the
world. And if the port assumes that role, the resulting
increase in shipping could give Tucson big economic
benefits. Goods headed both ways along roads and rails
from Guaymas could mean more local jobs in warehous-
ing, logistics and manufacturing.

During the tour, port spokesman Guillermo Von
Borstel noted that container ships currently wait 14 to 21
days to unload at Long Beach.

Guaymas could well serve as one of several “reliever
ports” for Long Beach, particularly for shipments that are
time sensitive, he said. The proper investments in infra-
structure and equipment could transform Guaymas from
a “hinterlands” port that primarily moves bulk materials
— oil, cement, copper and crops — to a port that handles
a variety of goods in containers, Von Borstel said.

“Our major focus at the port for our development this
year is a container terminal that would be built and oper-
ated by a private company and the corridor for trucking
that would move those containers,” Von Borstel said.

At present, Guaymas’ port lacks the water depth,
access roads and cranes to move containers. If the port
gains the capacity to handle them, port officials estimate
they’d move 100,000 containers in the first year and be
capable of moving three times that in future years, Von
Borstel said.

But the Tucson man who built, owns and operates his
own local inland port said container business at Guaymas
is still something of a pipe dream.

“At the end of the day, economics will make or break
things,” said Alan Levin, owner of the Port of Tucson, an
industrial park and “intermodal” center that moves contain-
ers between railroad cars and trucks. “The economics of
unloading a supercontainer (ship) in Long Beach will far
outweigh unloading a smaller container (ship) in Guaymas.”

Levin said he respects the efforts of those who want to
increase business at the port and along the corridor from

Guaymas to Tucson. In fact, his business would benefit.
But the reality is that other ports are already in a better
position to handle Long Beach’s backlog, he said.

“There are other ports along the West Coast like
Vancouver, and there are other ports in Mexico, and there
is Houston for ships that can fit in the Panama Canal,” he
said.

The lures of increased cargo at Guaymas and its spin-
off benefits to Arizona were attractive enough for the
state to fund an extensive study by Arizona State
University of the port’s potential and the condition of the
infrastructure along the Tucson-Guaymas corridor that
would support it, said Augustine Garcia, director of the
Tucson-Mexico Trade Office.

The results of the study, expected to be released in
February, could have a profound impact on investments
in the port and the corridor, Garcia said. Colby Bower,
policy coordinator for the Phoenix-based Border Trade
Alliance, expects an improved outlook for Arizona and
Guaymas.

"With Long Beach the way it is and along with some
other things, it sounds like the numbers may really be lin-
ing up a little bit better, and that’s why the study is what
everybody is waiting for,” Bower said. “The initial indi-
cations are that Guaymas could take significant pressure
off of Long Beach if it were developed into a deep-water
port.”

Bower said the development of “e-seals” — electron-
ic security seals — could also be a major boon to ports
like Guaymas. Such seals allow customs officials to track
shipments at all times and be apprised if a seal on a con-
tainer is broken, he said. U.S. Customs officials could
apply such seals at Guaymas, he said.

“More than anything it shows you that a container has-
n’t been compromised,” Bower said. “The idea is, if we
know what’s going into the container once the electric
seal is on there, why should it have to be stopped?”

Sealed containers could then whiz through interna-
tional border crossings like the Mariposa Port of Entry in
Nogales without waiting for Customs officials or being
inspected there. Under current conditions, it’s not unusu-
al to see U.S.-bound trucks at Mariposa lined up for sev-
eral miles. Trains are also subject to inspections and long
waits, Bower said.

The ability to handle container ships at Guaymas
would require dredging at least part of the port to make it
deep enough to handle ships that carry about 4,500 con-
tainers. A crane being offered by officials at Long Beach,
which is currently retooling to handle the next generation
of ships known as “supercontainers,” would lift the con-
tainers off the ships at Guaymas and onto rail cars or
trucks. Access roads leading to the port would also have
to be improved, Von Borstel said.

Estimates on how much those improvements would
cost and how they would be paid for by added commerce
are part of the ASU study, Garcia said.

What would be considered an insignificant number of
containers to Long Beach would make a big difference
for Guaymas, which has operated at less than 20 percent
of its capacity in recent years, Garcia said.

Long Beach moved more than 5 million containers last
year. “The overflow at Long Beach is so great that every-
body is looking for a piece of it,” Garcia said.

“Even if you get only a tiny fraction of the action, that
would have a huge impact here.” The initial indications
are that Guaymas could take significant pressure off
Long Beach if it were developed into a deep-water port.

DBAS IN THE
'OR ON_Y $60

“World Famous”

PBixg Bean’s Cafe

AT SANTA MONICA BEACH

Where the “locals” meet and the “fun loving” tourists always return!

SUN « FUN « GREAT FOOD « BEER « WINE « MUSIC

Sports TV « 2 Outdoor Patios « Smoking Allowed
Reasonable Prices! Children Welcome!

1615 Ocean Front, Santa Monica (310) 393-2666

At Santa Monica Beach in front of the historic merry-go-round, just below & southeast of the pier:
This location has been here since 1902

Wb Creation & Services §i

fman::lf. ‘ﬁlbusmﬁs

Back Taxes
Chal Sandays Jom o Spm

CnmeSeamh.numeiveTaxChat_. htm

COMPUTER

running too slowly?

Nerd

COMm

UAWALLG

Home or Business

Any Computer Problem

100% Satisfaction Guaranteed
Request Help by Phone or Online

B .

il ~sam -,,_:; = *‘._.,,,_‘_ >
(800) 231-5164

15 Years of Service to Southern California

Tired of Living With
Low.

Back
Pain?

Lumbar Decompression

Therapy (LDT™) is a

non-surgical procedure

that relieves acute or

chronic low back pain

associated with:

e Herniated Disc

e Facet Syndrome

* Degenerative Joint
Disease

e Sciatica

LDT™ has saved e
thousands of
people from low
Lumbar

back pain

. Decompression
without surgery.

Therapy

Call us today
to find out
if you are
a candidate
for LDT™

Call now to schedule you.r- m evaluation

(310) 562-6700

Lordex Spine Institute 1712 Ocean Park Blvd., SM

www.lordex.com




Page 16 0 Weekend Edition, December 24-25, 2005 0 Santa Monica Daily Press

P4

NATIONAL

There goes the neighborhood: Mobile parks close

BY KATHLEEN HENNESSEY

Associated Press Writer

LAS VEGAS — Wading nearly knee-deep in the mat-
tresses, sooted clothing and discarded tires dumped out-
side his trailer, Rubin Reams wants visitors to know he
hasn’t always lived this way.

The 51-year-old poker dealer never had much of a
financial cushion. But he worked full time and steadily,
and owned a 40-foot double tip-out trailer he happily
called home.

Then the mobile home park he lived in was sold to a
developer, and the rug — like the land — was pulled out
from under him.

“I’ve always been able to survive. But sometimes |
can’t believe | got into this spot,” he said, surveying his
departed neighbors’ abandoned belongings. “I feel like
I’ve been slowly backed into a corner.”

Reams is caught in a trend sweeping Las Vegas and
other real estate markets where land prices and develop-
ment are booming. Park owners are increasingly selling
out for massive profits to developers who covet the land
for posh condominiums, strip malls and office parks.

In the Las Vegas area, where the cost of an undevel-
oped acre has risen more than 80 percent in a year, 14
mobile home parks have closed or announced plans to
close this year alone. That’s more than the seven previous
years combined. Each sale takes another bite out of the
diminishing supply of affordable housing in southern
Nevada and disrupts the lives of people who too often
have little to fall back on.

Experts say the pattern is being repeated in pockets
across the nation, particularly in Sun Belt and Pacific
Northwest states.

Arizona has seen 30 parks close in the past two years,
many in the path of Phoenix’s eastern sprawl.
Washington’s mobile homeowners’ association estimates
the state has lost 500 mobile home spaces in the past six
months and puts the vacancy rate at parks at about 1 per-
cent.

Florida is losing 5,000 to 10,000 mobile home spaces
a year, according to industry estimates. Skyrocketing
land values along the coast and the creep of development
inland is driving the trend.

“When these communities were developed in the ‘50s
and ‘60s they were out in the middle of nowhere,” said
Frank Williams, executive director of the Florida
Manufactured Housing Association. “Now they’re in the
middle of everything.”

Many of the park owners who sell are mom and pop
operators who have put off repairs and upgrades for
years, can’t accommodate newer, larger manufactured
homes and charge little for rent. At the same time, corpo-

rations are opening bigger manufactured housing com-
munities often filled with pricey high-end homes.

The shift to upscale may be good for the image of the
mobile home industry, but it’s pricing some out of the
market, said George Allen, a mobile home park owner
and real estate management consultant who writes an
industry newsletter.

"These parks that are closing tend to be filled with
older, small homes. Those homes are far more than
affordable — they’re cheap. It’s for people who can’t
afford any other kind of housing,” Allen said.

In Las Vegas, a city once known as an oasis of low-
cost living, affordable housing is dwindling. The median
price of existing homes has reached $280,000, while the
median household income hovers at about $49,300,
according to Applied Analysis, a local research firm.
Nurses, teachers, senior citizens and casino workers like
Reams are increasingly finding it hard to buy into the
market.

“| think it’s a sad commentary that in a service-orient-
ed community we haven’t taken this on,” said Renee
Diamond, head of the Nevada Division of Manufactured
Housing. “If we don’t provide affordable housing for the
people who are keeping the (Las Vegas) Strip open, we
won’t have the doormen and housekeepers and dealers in
the casinos. Sooner or later we’ll run out of the people to
do our service work.”

For many of these people, mobile homes and trailer-
park living are a viable and attractive alternative, she
said. On the low end of the rental scale, homeowners like
Reams can buy a trailer for several hundred dollars and
pay $320 a month in rent. Slots in newer communities,
which often cater to retirees and larger mobile homes,
rent for about $550 a month. Residents don’t have to
worry about daunting down payments or bad credit, and
many are drawn to the notion of owning their home,
Diamond said.

"I’d just rather have something that was mine,” said
39-year-old Shawn Kirby, a former resident of the now
shuttered Tropicana Mobile Home park just off the Las
Vegas Strip.

When the Tropicana sold to a Florida developer, Kirby
and other residents were faced with two options: Let the
owners pay for the move to another park or take a lump
sum payout of the market value of their mobile homes.
Kirby, like many Tropicana residents, took the payout —
which at $3,700 dollars, was four times his monthly dis-
ability check.

Days after the deadline for relocation, Kirby was back
at the eerie ghost town of abandoned trailers at the
Tropicana looking for work helping the few lingering res-
idents pack up and move. Several residents were still
squatting in empty trailers without electricity or water.

Scavengers picked through empty homes marked with
orange spray paint to indicate they were slated for
removal and probable destruction.

“It turned pretty dark,” said Reams of his last few
months at the Tropicana. Some desperate residents left
behind what they didn’t want or couldn’t afford to take.
The space in front of his trailer home became a de facto
trash dump.

The process of uprooting a neighborhood is never
pleasant or problem-free, said Marolyn Mann, executive
director of the Nevada Manufactured Home Community
Owners, a park owners’ group. Mann noted that Nevada
law requires owners to give six months notice to residents
and follow strict procedures for removing or buying the
homes. Many owners give more time and pay more than
the law requires, she said. But in the end, park owners
have a right to sell their land, she said.

“A lot of the people, they forget about all the past
years when they had the benefits (of mobile home living.)
All of a sudden they find themselves in a situation where
they haven’t planned for the future,” she said. “I think it’s
appropriate to compensate residents fairly. But by their
very definition these are mobile homes, meaning they’re
supposed to be mobile. They were never meant to be per-
manent.”

Nevada state officials say the law could be changed to
benefit residents. Under current regulations, park owners
are allowed to deduct the cost of the disposal of the home
from the payout. That cost can often eat up the bulk of the
payment, particularly for older mobile homes.

“In essence the homeowner can still end up getting
zero,” said Allen Scott, an investigator at the Nevada
Division of Manufactured Housing.

Government officials in other states are looking at
ways to cushion the transition. Housing advocates in
Arizona have pushed for “right of first refusal” laws that
give residents the first shot at buying the land before it
can sold.

In Florida, local officials have begun to seek compen-
sation from the deepest pockets. Elected leaders in
Pinellas County, Fla., where 92,000 people live in mobile
homes, approved a measure this month requiring devel-
opers wanting to rezone parks to pay rental assistance to
residents for two years after relocation.

That additional assistance would have helped Reams,
whose check from the Tropicana helped him excavate his
trailer from the rubbish pile and set out in search of a new
place to live.

He stayed at hotels and campgrounds for weeks, until
finding a park off a highway just outside the city. His rent
is a third more than what he paid at the Tropicana — and
more than he can afford in the long-term. But he said it
will have to do until he can find something else.
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Virgin of Guadalupe
hawks designer jeans

BY YVONNE WINGETT

Associated Press Writer

PHOENIX — The image of the beloved
Virgin of Guadalupe has moved from the
solemn walls of Roman Catholic churches
and onto the stylish hips of fashionistas
like Priscila Ferrand.

The Mexican version of the Virgin
Mary is on the Scottsdale nurse’s $300
belt, threaded through her low-rise jeans.
Her dark-skinned face shines on a silver
buckle surrounded by green stones.

For almost five centuries, since her leg-
endary appearance to a peasant Aztec atop
a Mexican mountain, she has been the
religious icon of the devout. Today, la
Virgen de Guadalupe is also a pop icon.
Trendsetters like Ferrand are rocking her
sun-rayed image because it’s chic, not
necessarily because they’re believers.

“It’s a piece of jewelry,” confessed
Ferrand, who grew up Catholic in
Panama.

The image of the Virgin’s serene face,
green cloak and red robe is common in the
Southwest and other heavily Latino areas
throughout the United States. She is a
symbol of hope, liberation and compas-
sion and is the most popular religious
symbol in Mexico.

But lately her status in the pop world
has risen with celebrities such as Gwen
Stefani, Britney Spears and world soccer
star David Beckham wearing Virgin-dec-
orated tees and accessories. On the
Internet, in grocery stores and at bou-
tiques, she adorns shower curtains,
kimonos, key chains and candles.

Christianity in the marketplace is noth-
ing new, especially with movies, musicals
and bracelets of Jesus Christ, but the
Virgin’s popularity is attributed to a grow-
ing number of businesses using her image
to capture a fast-growing Hispanic market
and to women who see her as a strong role
model.

“She was once just a Mexican icon,
then a Mexican-American icon, now she’s
become an American icon,” said Kristy
Nabhan-Warren, assistant professor of
American religions at Augustana College
in Ilinois and author of Virgin of El
Barrio. “(People) take symbols that some-
times are attached to institutional church-
es and make them their own.”

The story of Mexico’s spiritual mother
began in 1531, a time of unrest. She
appeared just before dawn to Juan Diego
at Tepeyac, near Mexico City, and speak-
ing in his native Nahuatl language, she
told him to build a church on the hill.

As the story is told, when Diego deliv-
ered her message to the bishop of Mexico
City, he demanded proof of the apparition.
The Virgin caused out-of-season roses to
grow and directed Diego to gather them in
his cloak and return to the bishop. When
Diego unrolled the cloak before the bish-
op, the roses spilled out, and the image of
the Virgin’s dark-skinned face surrounded
by glowing light and a turquoise wrap
remained.

The cloak is on display in the Basilica
of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico
City. Millions of Mexicans descend on the
shrine. Nearby, vendors line crowded
streets, peddling Virgin woven wall hang-
ings, posters, electric fountains and
clocks.

The Virgin Mary is held by many

Hispanic Catholics as the most important
in the hierarchy of religious figures. Her
popularity in Mexico and Latin America
intensified in Jan. 23, 1999, when Pope
John Paul Il crowned her patron saint and
evangelizer of the entire American conti-
nent.

In Phoenix, men and women of differ-
ent ethnic and religious backgrounds are
buying up Virgin Christmas ornaments,
ashtrays, candles and medallions at
Suenos Latin American Imports. Sales of
Virgin products have soared, said owner
Robert Bitto, with today’s sales reaching
$10,000 compared with about $200 in
1999, the first year he stocked shelves
with her image.

Customers buy Virgin-decorated ash-
trays to help them quit smoking, he said.
“You don’t want to put your cigarette butt
out on her face, do you?”

They also buy greeting cards, handbags
and Virgin-decorated mouse pads.

“One woman came up to my register,
slapped down a mouse pad and said, ‘I’m
getting this for my husband. Maybe he’ll
think twice next time he clicks on his dirty
Internet (sites),"” Bitto said.

Self-described Virgin addict Elisa
Walker, who is not religious, has spent at
least $4,000 on crosses, paintings, key
chains and statues, which range from 4
inches to 6 feet tall.

“She’s kind of like the new Frida,” the
38-year-old said, referring to legendary
Mexican painter Frida Kahlo, who is
famous for her iconic self-portraits. “The
pieces are kitschy and are kind of like
modern art.”

The Tarjeta Prepagada La
Guadalupana, a $5, 120-minute prepaid
phone card bearing the patroness, outsells
other cards, said Pedro Adun, president
and chief executive officer of Easy
Telecommunications Inc. The Phoenix
company did at least $600,000 in
Guadalupe cards last year, he said. It’s
permissible to use her as a marketing tool,
Adun said, because customers can keep
the card as a souvenir.

“Sure, it’s a phone card, but it has value
with the Virgin,” he said. “They don’t
want to destroy the face of the Virgin.”

Twenty- to 70-somethings are snatch-
ing up $189 to $360 belt buckles, rings, T-
shirts and chokers at Barbwire Western
Couture boutique in Scottsdale.

“People have said good things happen
to them when they wear it,” owner Sheila
Bryson said. “Everybody except for
Mormons and Buddhists will buy it.”

The commercialization of one of the
church’s most sacred figures irritates
some Catholic priests and parishioners.
Plastering her image on phone cards, belt
buckles and nightclubs is irreverent, said
Maribel Bueno, 25.

“Some of them don’t even know who
she is,” the administrative assistant from
Phoenix said. “As a Catholic, | wish they
had respect. She’s sacred.”

Priests such as John Bonavitacola hope
that those who latch onto Guadalupe’s
image keep in mind her message of com-
passion.

“If they really knew the message,
which is really concern for the poor and
outcast, they might not be so quick to cash
in on it,” said Bonavitacola, of Our Lady
of Mount Carmel in Tempe. “It cheapens
it.”
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Military appears ready to bring troops home

BY ROBERT BURNS
AP Military Writer

FALLUJAH, Irag — Just days after Irag’s elections,
Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld on Friday
announced the first of what is likely to be a series of U.S.
combat troop drawdowns in Iraq in 2006.

Rumsfeld, addressing U.S. troops at this former insur-
gent stronghold, said President Bush has authorized new
cuts below the 138,000 level that has prevailed for most
of this year.

Rumsfeld did not reveal the exact size of the troop cut,
but Pentagon officials have said it could be as much as
7,000 combat troops. The Pentagon has not announced a
timetable for troop reductions, but indications are that the
force could be cut significantly by the end of 2006.

That could include substantial reductions well before
the November midterm congressional elections, in which
Bush’s war policies seem certain to be a major issue.

Rumsfeld said two Army brigades that had been
scheduled for combat tours _ one from Fort Riley, Kan.,

the other now in Kuwait _ would no longer deploy to
Irag. That would reduce the number of combat brigades
in Iraq from 17 to 15.

"The effect of these adjustments will reduce forces in
Iraq by the spring of 2006 below the current high of
160,000 during the (Iraqi) election period to below the
138,000 baseline that had existed before the most recent
elections,” the defense secretary said.

Rumsfeld aides said details were to be provided later
at the Pentagon.

Further reductions will be considered “at some point
in 2006,” after the new lIraqi government is in place and
is prepared to discuss the future U.S. military presence,
Rumsfeld added.

The Pentagon sent an extra 20,000 troops to Iraq to
bolster security during the recent elections, and Rumsfeld
has previously said those 20,000 would be withdrawn in
January to return U.S. force levels to a 138,000 baseline.

Friday’s announcement marks the first time Rumsfeld
has said troop levels will dip below that baseline.

Rumsfeld, who has said repeatedly that troop reduc-
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tions depend on political progress in Iraq and improve-
ments in Iraq’s own security forces, was meeting with
U.S. troops in several locations Friday. He arrived in the
country Thursday for his 11th visit since the U.S.-led
invasion in March 2003.

Bush is under growing pressure from the Republican-
run Congress to cut U.S. forces in Irag. The conflict’s
acceptance by American voters has plummeted as the
war’s toll has mounted to more than 2,100 U.S. war dead
and 15,000 wounded.

Bush, Rumsfeld and other administration officials
have said a withdrawal would begin when the U.S.-
trained lIraqi security forces show sufficient signs of
being able to defend the country against insurgents.

There were 159,000 U.S. troops in Iraq on Thursday.

Irag on Oct. 15 held a constitutional referendum, and
on Dec. 15 held elections for a full-term government.

For the first time since the insurgency took hold in
Irag in midsummer 2003, Rumsfeld was spending the
night in the country. He previously had made Iraq day
trips but spent the night in other countries in the region.

In Afghanistan earlier Thursday, military officials said
they were progressing toward eliminating the Taliban
resistance and al-Qaida terrorists who continue sporadic
violence against U.S. troops.

But some officers said the hostile forces were making
gains by acquiring more advanced weaponry, such as
armor-piercing munitions, and improving their training
and organization.

Asked whether conditions in southern Afghanistan are
more dangerous than earlier in the conflict, Capt.
Matthew Harmon, commander of headquarters company,
1st Battalion, 3rd Special Forces Group, said in an inter-
view, “That’s a very fair assessment.” Harmon is serving
his fourth tour in Afghanistan.

Capt. Chris Sample said the 1st Battalion had engaged
in 88 firefights in the past six months. That is more than
in its three previous Afghanistan deployments combined,
he said. There also has been a recent increase in vehicle-
borne suicide bombers, he said.
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Call 310-458-7737 and promote your busimness opportunities to our daily readership of over 38.600.

Real Estate

Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage

Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

Business Opportunities
Yard Sales

Health and Beauty
Fithess

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals

Obituaries

CLASSIFICATIONS:
AnNnnouncements
Creative

Employment

For Sale

Furniture

Pets

Boats

Jewelry

Wanted

Travel

Vacation Rentals
ApartmentsCondos for Rent
Houses for Rent

Roomates

Commercial Lease

Employment Vehicles for sale

SPA/HOT TUB 2006 Model. Neck Jets.
Therapy seat. Warranty. Never used.
Can deliver. Worth $5750, sell for
$1750 (310) 479-3054

Vehicles for sale

ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT/RECEPTIONIST  for  SM
CPA firm. 40 hrs/ week. Good people
skills. Word/Excel. 45 wpm. Good
work enviroment. Fax resume to
(310) 576-1080

ADVERTISING SALES

Work with clients to figure out
their message, package it
cleverly, get results. Must be
persistent and willing to make
the calls, knock on doors,
network fiercely. One third
selling, one third PR and
Marketing, one third keeping
yourself organized. This can
be fun for the right person,
misery for the wrong person.
Front loaded commission
program enables you to start
making money right away, if
you have what it takes. Great
long term potential for the
right personality. Energetic
office full of resources to help
you grow as a professional.
Must be a self starter, high
energy and computer literate.
Send resume and cover letter
to ross@smdp.com

‘01 LEXUS ES300 $17,988
Leather, Moonroof,
ChromeWhls
(323838)

(800) 579-6047
TOYOTA SANTA MONICA

‘01 VW PASSAT GLX 4
MOTION $14,988
Leather, Moonroof, Spoiler
(002682)

(800) 579-6047
TOYOTA SANTA MONICA

‘89 TOYOTA CAMRY LE
$4,995
Auto, Pwr Pkg, 76K Miles
(083340)
(800) 579-6047
TOYOTA SANTA MONICA

‘97 HONDA ACCORD LX
$6,988
Auto, Pwr Pkg, Cassette
(072281)
(800) 579-6047
TOYOTA SANTA MONICA

N

hours per week). Duties include
client billing, receivables, payables,
and Quickbooks. Knowledge of
Tussman billing system a plus.
Please fax resume to Stefanie Hall,
Polin & Hall, at (310) 449-0014.

* ADVERTISING SALES *

Seeking: Self-Motivated,
Energetic, Experienced
Professionals.

Well established Co.
50+ years in L.A.

* High Commissions ¢ Paid Weekly
* Leads Furnished
Newspapers - Magazines
Classified & Display: Real Estate,
Ethnic, Entertainment, Military,
Business, Finance...

Call: Paul 213-251-9100, Ex-25
and/or Please visit:
www.theglobalmediagroup.
com/jobinfo.htm

COUNTER HELP needed. Cafe near
3rd Street Promenade on Broadway.
Must  be  experienced.  Apply
afternoons in person. 215 Broadway,
SM. (310) 396-9898.

FEMALE REAL estate broker needs
personal assistant ASAP. agent
lic/female preferred. PIT
$184/week+commission. (310) 820-
6059

FIT FEMALE MODEL WANTED FOR
FIGURE DRAWING BY ARTIST. No
experience necessary call. (818) 501-
0266

FRONT PERSON, Bartender, Kitchen
Helper & Dishwasher.

BENIHANA
(310) 260-1423
1447 4th St., Santa Monica,

PART TIME mornings, mail sorter
wanted for busy Santa Monica
mailbox store. Pleasant environment
+ competitive pay. No exp nec.
Insured car req. Apply 2118 Wilshire
Bl, Santa Monica. (310) 828-8645

‘99 CHEVROLET
firm located in Santa Monica is Leather. 8 Pass
looking for a bookkeeper (20-25 BIack/Greil (2327é4)

(800) 579-6047
TOYOTA SANTA MONICA

‘99 TOYOTA RAV4 $8,988
A/C, PwrPkg, Wheels,
Mnrf, Alloys (038787)

(800) 579-6047
TOYOTA SANTA MONICA

& MITSUBISHI
Santa Monica

GRAND

OPENING
CELEBRATION

LOW

PRICES

NEW 06 MODELS

FREE GAS

COURTESY
OF MITSUBISHI

[AcarGUY.com

1100 Santa Monica Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA 90404

866-925-3333

PHYSICAL THERAPY aid on UCLA
campus. Fax resume to (310) 698-
5414,

SANTA MONICA - Est. 1960, one of
nation's largest precious metals/coin
co. seeks sales pros. Top Reps earn
$60k-$400k+ full benefits. No cold
calling, no license req, paid training.
Goldline.com, (310) 319-0313.

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737 ‘

YOUR AD

COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT

(310) 458-7737

VOLKSWAGEN

SANTA MONICA
AS ALWAYS

#1 SALES & SERVICE

LARGEST INVENTORY

HOLIDAY TIME SPECIALS

AUTO TRANS!

NEW 2006

DOWN 1ST  SECURITY
PAYMENT PAYMENT DEPOSIT
YOU PAY ONLY TAX, TAG & DOC FEE AT SIGNING

LEASE .

FOR PER MO
5 AT THIS PAYMENT

On Tier 1 approved credit. 10K miles/yr. 12¢ excess.

AUTO TRANS!

NEW 2006

DOWN 1ST  SEGURITY
PAYMENT

PAYMENT DEPOSIT
YOU PAY ONLY TAX, TAG & DOC FEE AT SIGNING
LEASE &7¢ +tax

FOR PER MO

2 AT THIS PAYMENT
ON APPROVED CREDIT. 10K mi. pergear. 12¢ per mile
excess. (VIN 165579, 165587)

THIS WEENS PRE-OWNED SPECIAL

DPASATERASSHAT 624,333
JLIETTAGLS o Wies $16,533
DO CABROELS e $16,7T7
PSSR LS WA, §21,111
;gleP;Gu!.;\gHD Miles 4DR (Vin047202) $1 3,997
BT B TN, s $20,997
ST BT s $18,997
WBEETLE (28 THSPRICE) 616,333

’04 PASSAT GLS 1.8T Lo Miles
Silver/Black-Leather Certified, Mint Cond. (Vin058841) $1 8,997

’04 JETTA WAGON Lo Miles $1 5’997

Like New! Manager's Specal (Vin043711)
’01 JETTA GLS Loaded!
Super Lo Miles. Must See! (Vin194471) $1 4,577
\E WANT YOUR BUSINESS WE WILL
EARN IT.... S0 BRING ANY COMPETITIONS AD
. \WITH YOU TO COMPARE!
Drivers wanted.(%)

-
A

-

=

p—

2 BEDROOM + 2 Bath, gated building
with a subterranean parking, AC,
newer building with courtyard area,
quiet neighborhood. Laundry rm., 1
year lease, no pets. $1595.
(310) 396-4443 x 2002 ellynesis.com

349 5TH Ave. Quaint bungalow in
garden setting. Very private and quiet.
1 year lease. No pets. $1700.
(310) 396-4443 x 2002 ellynesis.com

GOT ADVERTISING?

There is no more convincing medium
than a DAILY local newspaper.

Call us about the Service Directory, it's only

$204 a month!!

Santa Monica Daily Press (310) 458-7737

Turn Your Closet into Cash!
LA’s hottest resale store!

Great Labels

DESIGNER RESALE

ACCEPTING

s )
NEW CONSIGNERS /1

WANTED:

LOUIS VUITTON
CHANEL

GUCCI

HERMES

ST. JOHN

PRADA

JUDITH LEIBER
MISSONI

DOLCE & GABBANA

1126 Wilshire Blvd., N

(310) 451-2277

www.greatiabels.com

Santa Monica
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CLASSIFIEDS

BEAUTIFUL 2 bedroom apartment
close to Beach and Venice
commercial centers. Very spacious
unit with lots of light. 1 year lease. No
pets or smokers. $1800. (310) 396-
4443 x 2002 ellynesis.com

CHARMING VENICE Beach craftsman
style complex in a quaint and quiet
area. 3 blocks from the beach. 1 year
lease. No pets. $1450. Call (310) 396-
4443 x 2002. ellynesis.com

BEST

RENTALS

ELLY NEsis Co. INC
(310) 396-4443
ellynesis.com

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

2802 Santa Monica Bivd.

310-828-7525
SALES « RENTALS

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

RENTALS AVAILABLE
NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA MONICA

507 Raymond  $995
Upper single, utilities paid,
Remodeled, close to Main St.

918 11th St. $1795
Upper 2 bed, 1 3/4 baths,
high Ceilings, balcony, park-
ing

VENICE/WLA/PALMS

1752 Federal, WLA, $1200
Lower 1 bed, new carpet,
Dishwasher, stove, parking

21 S. Venice Blvd, $1475 & $1550
Lower & upper 1 bed, steps
to beach, gas stove, parking

11856 Rochester, WLA, $1595
Upper 2 bed, 2 bath, new
Granite counters, new berber
carpet

3632 Greenfield, Palms, $1450
Lower 2 bed, hardwood
floors, New kitchen & bath
linoleum

10611 Ayres, Rancho Park, $2200
Upper 3 bed, 2 bath, duplex,
2 car garage, new carpet,
yard

1518 Centinela, WLA, $2200
Townhouse style, 2 bed, 2
1/2 bath, Pergo floors, wash-
er & dryer, dishwasher

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO TO

WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Company.
2111 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica, CA
90403.

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310) 869-7901

1214 Idaho Unit 1
2+1 w/ patio $2095
1214 Idaho Unit 7
2+1.5 townhouse $2325
1835 7th 1+1 $1295

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE
FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS AT:
www.howardmanagement.com

SANTA  MONICA  $1,100.00/mo.
1bdrm/1bath. CHARMING Hardwood
Floors, Upper, refrigerator, laundry,
close to SMC. (310)395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

MAR VISTA 11924 Courtleigh Dr #5.
1+1 $925/mo. Stove, fridge, carpet,
laundry, blinds, utilities included,
parking, no pets. (310)737-7933
jkwproperties.com

Santa Monica $750/mo.
Bachelor/1Bath, pet ok, hardwood
floors, laundry, refrigerator, yard,
microwave. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

MAR VISTA, townhouse style. 11621
Braddock Drive $1300. 2 bdrm/1 1/2
bath.  Stove,  blinds,  carpet,
washer/dryer hook-ups, patio,
intercom entry, gated parking, no pets
(310) 967-4471 jkwproperties.com
MDR ADJACENT. Single, fireplace,
newer gated building with gated
parking, courtyard area, quiet
neighborhood. Laundry rm. 1 year
lease, no pets. $995. (310) 396-4443
x 2002 ellynesis.com
PALMS/BEVERLYWOOD ADJ. $995.00.
1bdrm/1bath. 2009 Pruess Rd., #4
Open for viewing: 9am-6pm

YOUR AD

COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT

(310) 458-7737

ROOM IN a house with a shared
bathroom @ 52 Dudley Ave. Lots of
charm. Has private balcony. 1 block
from beach. 1 year lease, No pets. No
smoking. $745 (310) 396-4443 x2002
ellynesis.com

SANTA MONICA $1213.25/mo
lbdrm/lba cottage new carpet/
linoleum, courtyard, laundry,

refrigerator, mini blinds (310) 395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1295/mo 1hdrm/1ba
duplex with garden patio, hardwood
floors, close to beach! (310)395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1300.00. 1 bdrm., 1
bath. Appliances, Gas Paid, NO PETS.
2535 Kansas Ave., #103, Mgr: #101.
SANTA MONICA $1325/mo
2bedrooms/1bath bright apartment.
No pets, Carpet Floors, Upper Corner,
Parking. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1500/mo
2bedrooms/1bath, New  Carpets,
laundry, stove, washer/dryer hookups,
new vinyl flooring. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA
2bedrooms/1bath, carpet/tile ,
freestanding, parking, quiet
neighborhood, courtyard, ceiling fans,
(310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1695/mo
2bedrooms/1.75Bath, Cat ok,
Hardwood/ Carpet Floors, Lower
Corner, Parking, laundry. (310) 395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $2300/mo
3bedrooms/1.5Bath, upper, garage
parking, laundry, refrigerator, crown
molding, private deck. (310)395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com

SUNNY LARGE 2bdrm, 1bath w/2
balconies and unbelievable ocean
views! 1/2 block to beach with 1 car
garage parking. 1 year lease, no pets.
No smoking. $2250 (310) 396-4443
x2002 ellynesis.com

Sunny studio. 1 block from the beach.
Hardwood floors and full kitchens.
Clean, controlled access building. 1
year lease, no pets, no smoking.
$975. (310) 396-4443 x 2002
ellynesis.com

$1500/mo

Santa Monica $850/mo Studio/1Bath,
new carpets, quiet neighborhood,
refrigerator, parking, small full kitchen
(310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA 1+1, 1833 16th St,
Unit 8. $875/mo $300 off move-in.
Stove, fridge, carpet, blinds, no pets.
(310) 578-7512 jkwproperties.com

SANTA MONICA 1244 11th St., #H.
2+1.5 large lower. Stove, carpets,
blinds, laundry, parking, no pets.
$1575, $300 off move-in. (310) 393-
6322 jkwproperties.com

SENIORS- AFFORDABLE HOUSING
Live in a BEAUTIFUL
apt/ suite in Beverly/ Fairfax or
Santa Monica: $400-$560/month
(323) 650-7988

STORAGE SPACE located just off North
Venice Blvd. Highly desirable location.
$150 (310) 396-4443 x2002
ellynesis.com

STORAGE SPACE located just off North
Venice Blvd. Highly desirable location.
$250 (310) 396-4443 x2002
ellynesis.com

YOUR AD

COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT

(310) 458-7737

VERY LARGE 2bdrm/2bath in Venice.
Lots of closets, laundry on premises.
Small friendly building. Off street
parking. $1850/mo (310) 399-1476,
(310) 476-2724

WESTCHESTER 6707 W 86th PI. Unit
E. 2bdrm/1lbath. stove. microwave,
dishwasher, carpet, blinds, laundry,
gated parking, no pets. $1375.
(310) 578-7512 jkwproperties.com

WLA:  2BDRM/1BATH.  $1600/mo.
Great location, new carpet, tile, clean,
quiet,  parking, patio.  Brenda
(310) 991-2694.

Condos for Sale

2BDRM/1BATH CONDO in SM. Newly
remodeled kitchen and bathroom.
Hardwood floors. $485k. (310) 644-
9100.

‘ Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

Surf Lessons
Private anhd Group
Equipment provided
CPR certified

310-920-1265
Camp@learntosurfla.com

Your ad could run here!
© Call us today at (310) 458-7737

AVAILABLE MONTH to Month until
5/31/06. Great office space located
1block from beach and 1/2 block
from Windward Avenue. All utilities
included. Approx 365 sq.ft. 1room
with  common area  bathroom,
concrete floors, exposed beamed
ceilings. (310) 396-4443 x2002,
ellynesis.com

1610 BROADWAY
1,000-5,000 SQ FT
Ground Floor

Creative Space

20 FT+ Ceilings
Available Now

Sid Friedman
310-526-0310

1617 BROADWAY
Individual Private
Offices with Windows

New building.

All services included.
Reception telephone answering.
High speed T-1 Internet.
Full use of conference rooms,
copier, printer, faxes...etc.
Parking. Flexible lease terms.

310-526-0310

PRIME INGLEWOOD

7,000 SO. FT.

RETAIL/WAREHOUSE
$1.00 PER SQ. FT.

307 CENTINELA
HIGH CEILING
CLOSE TO LAX

(310) 995-5136

How to Sell
Your House
Without an Agent
Free Report reveals

“10 inside tips to selling
your house by yourself.”
Free recorded message
ID# 1017.

www.matillarealty.com

NO MONEY DOWN

Free computerized list of
properties available with no
down payment.

Free recorded message.
1-800-969-8257 ID #4743

INCREDIBLE CAMPUS Entire Property
inc. office, garden and parking areas!
Historical 1919 Craftsman house
which was torn down in 2005 and
rebuilt from the foundation up.
Everything is first class and authentic.
The space has wood ceilings, brand
new antique style moldings, windows,
electrical, plumbing, ethernet,
communication, DVR with cameras,
gated parking, storage basement,
central AC & Heat, incredible gardens,
60+’ of Lincoln frontage, lots of street
parking on San Miguel. 853 Lincoln
Bl.  $6,500 NNN  (310) 396-
4443 x2006.

SANTA MONICA 1452 2nd Street. Very
charming building, small offices.
Between $700/mo & $1200/mo.

Includes utilites &  cleaning.
(310) 614-6462
SANTA MONICA. Medical Building

2500 square feet, fourth floor, patio,
dual  elevators, 3 levels of
underground secure parking. Will
construct two specs upon acceptable
lease. 9th and Wilshire. (310) 923-
8521 or (310) 260-2619

SM OFFICE- Main St. 1581sqft-
3712sqft. Creative space $3.15-$3.50
FSG.  Parking available.  Agent
(310) 428-4086

SMALL OFFICE suites available for
lease in WLA. 400-575 sqft, $1.95 per
sqft. Call (310) 826-5505.

FIXER UPPPERS

Bargains

Call for a free list
Free recorded message.

1-800-969-8257 ID #4748

PAC
WEST

MORTGAGE

2212 Lincoln Blvd in Santa Monica

1-888-FOR-LOAN
310 392-9223

VERY AGGRESSIVE

RATES

TIME FOR A 30
YEAR FIXED?

RATES AS LOW AS 6%

30 YEAR FIXED

10 YEAR/1 ARM

7 YEAR/1 ARM

5 YEAR/1 ARM

3 YEAR/1 ARM

1 YEAR/1 ARM

6 M0./6 MO. ARM
1 M0./1 MO. ARM

*Rates subject to change

* As of December 14, 2005
** Denotes an interest only loan

NEW CONFORMING
LOAN AMOUNTS

1 Unit $417,000
2 Units $533,850
3 Units $645,300
3 Units $645,300
4 Units $801,950

ROB
SCHULTZ

BROKER
LICENSED CALIFORNIA
BROKER #01218743

EQUAL HOUSWO
LnE RDER REALTOR®

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your
body, mind, spirit. Therapeutic,
Swedish, Deep-tissue. Energy
balancing. Strictly non-sexual.
Introductory specials from $50.00/1hr.
Lynda, L.M.T. (310) 749-0621

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and
tender relaxing body work by mature
Europen. Very Professional, Sonja
(310) 397-0433.

HEALING MASSAGE by attractive,
sensitive, young European female.
(310) 806-0377 Laura

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE
Perform and Excel in your
Favourite Physical Activity
without pain & with ease
310-930-5884
www.nydoo.com

Business Opps

WORK FROM home online! Start
your own internet business free.
Make money 24/7 with our full
automated system.

www.automaticbuilder.com/29706.

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING
CONDITIONS :REGULAR
RATE: $3.50 a day. Ads
over 15 words add 20¢
per word per day. Ad must
run a minimum of twelve
consecutive days. PREMI-
UMS: First two words caps
no charge. Bold words, ital-
ics, centered lines, etc.
cost extra. Please call for
rates. TYPOS: Check your
ad the first day of publica-
tion. Sorry, we do not issue
credit after an ad has run
more than once. DEAD-
LINES: 4:00 p.m. prior the
day of publication except
for Monday's paper when
the deadline is Friday at
4:00 p.m. PAYMENT: All
private party ads must be
pre-paid. We  accept
checks, credit cards, and
of course cash. CORRE-
SPONDENCE: To place
your ad call our offices 9
a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday
through Friday, (310)458-
7737; send a check or
money order with ad copy
to The Santa Monica Daily
Press, P.0O. Box 1380,
Santa Monica, CA 90406
or stop in at our office
located at 1427 Third
Street Promenade, Ste.
202. OTHER RATES: For
information about the pro-
fessional services directory
or classified display ads,
please call our office at
(310)458-7737.

Your ad could run here!
© Call us today at (310) 458-7737

THINK

Atomic

We're the best in
finding creative
advertising solutions
for your business.

Phone 310.426.2456

atomiccreativegroup@gmail.com
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PROMOTE YOUR

BUSINESS

IN THE SANTA MONICA

87 7-WE-GET-EM

WE CAN FIND AND SERVE ANYBODY, ANYWHERE, ANYTIME.
Restraining orders & judgement collections our specialty.

lawhotline@aol.com

Services

ONE HOUR Alterations, hemming,

jeans, pants, skirts, etc. Made by
professional Call Michael (310) 980-
2674

~ Cleanng__

T
C?::n%;yg

Thorough Cleaning
Houses & Offices
Competitive Rates
Dependable Personalized Service

,_Great References
T /= HOUSECLEANING SPECIAL
] $
<8 | STARTING AT *99

Aury Bonilla (323) 605-7197

Entertainment

PRO VIOLINIST

Classy, elegant
entertainment creates
a memorable wedding,
party or event.

Award-winner, soloist
at prestigious music fests.

- Classical,
pop, etc.

{ b
7 P

Call Sandra

(310) 433-9355

— Fes

GET IN SHAPE
L OSE WEIGHT

FEEL GREAT
PROFESSIONAL PRIVATE
TRAINING FOR ANYONE

Upscale Private Gym in W/LA
Weight Training/Cardio
Boxing/Stretching and more!
Call Tibor (310) 477-0051
30 Years Experience

Services

Gen. Contracting

A/C CONSTRUCTION

General Construction
Commercial & Residential
Remodel & Add ons
Honest -+ Reliable
FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

SEASONS
ROOFING
Cic.#720424
ROOFING - REPAIRS
“L OWEST RESIDENTIAL
RATES IN SO. CALIF "

310-317-9595 or
310-779-5265 cen

The Level Goes On g
Before The Spike Goes In -

Romero Rain Gutters

Seamless Aluminum Gutters

Custom Made Color Match
Your Home or Building

(310) 408-5900 or (310) 534-3075

Repairs ¢ Cleaning
Copper Galvanized
Free Estimate

Ask for Jose Romero
Lic. #834699

 bandymen_

Evans Properties
HANDYMAN SERVICES

Expert plumbing
and instalations, all
household repairs.

Peter (310) 902-0807

Your ad could run here!
© Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Services Services Services Services

Handyman Services

To Fit Every Budget

Carpentry ® Plumbing e Electrical
Drywall @ Painting @ Kitchen & Bath
Decks ® Flooring @ Windows
and much more!

toll

free 1.877.33.FIXIT

(1.877.333.4948)
302 West Grand Avenue, Suite 8, El Segundo, CA 90245
310.322.6975 (voice) 310.356.6990 (fax)
www.HandymanOnDemand.com

YOUR AD

COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT

(310) 458-7737

WESTSIDE GUYS

Full Service Handymen

CARPENTRY. ELEC., PAINT, ETC...
TERMITE AND DRY ROT REPAIR
ROOF REPAIR AND WATER DAMAGE

BOB 35/HR (31[]& 266-6348
CALEB 25/HR (310) 409-3244

Insurance

AUTO e HOME e LIFE

Robert Donin
Insurance Agent

(310) 8346868

rdonin@farmersagent.com

SELF EMPLOYED?
NEED INSURANCE?

o GREAT RATES
* A+ RATED COVERAGE

DOUGLAS FURUKAWA
(619) 977-8559

=

YOUR AD

COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT

(310) 458-7737

Moving & Storage

BEST MOVERS

% No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.
Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844

(323) 997-1193 (310) 300-9194

Painting & Tiling

METICULOUS PAINTING

& DRYWALL ¢

Interior & Exterior « FREE Estimates
References Available.
10YEARS EXPERIENCE

Call Joe: 447-8357

Personal Services

LIFE COACH

YOU CAN BENEFIT FROM
PERSONAL COACHING IF
YOU FEEL STUCK WITH: ./

Academic Goals

Career or Financial Goals
Physical or Health Goals

/,OFF

INITIAL CONSULTATION, NORMALLY $200
Anthony Rogers, M.S. - (310) 386-1808

Pool and Spa

et

POOL & SPA

SERVICE & REPAIRS

-Weekly service
-Drain & Cleans
-Spa Covers
-Electric spa repair

310-306-6970
FREE ESTIMATES

YOUR AD

COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT

(310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

PAINTING

Top quality A&A

Custom, Interior
and Exterior

Free quote,
call Jeff Arrieta
(310) 560-9864

 fewl

NEPALI &
TIBETAN GIFTS,
CLOTHING &

KATHMANDU BOUTIQUE
1844 Lincoln Blvd., SM
(310) 396-4036

www.kathmanduimports.net

Transportation

Please call:

Taxi | Tases [
24 hours a day

1 Days per Week in Santa Monica
All Mercedes Taxi Service!

10% off meter
with mention of Ad

828-2233

Computer Services

CERTIFIED MAC Tech.

Affordable Repair/ Support/
Consulting/  Tutoring.  (310) 980-
9254,

macninjas@mac.com

CALL US FIRST

PC/Laptop
Sales &
Service

We set up
remote offices,
DSL, Internet
& Wireless.

o

Computer cleanup our specialty
- viruses & spyware
Home or office.

Call us LAST
Amicus Technology
(310) 670-4962

Need a

COMPUTER

Merd?

www.LANerdSquad.com

Home or Business
18 Years in Service
Any Computer Problem

——— !51‘--
(Bbu-)%-ﬁﬁﬂ
NEW COMPUTER? Call a tutor.

Consultant will set up, train, and
repair. (310) 559-7635

Your ad could run here!
© call us today at (310) 458-7737

FUJDJ?

»

IN'YOUR DBAs IN THE
{ PRESS FOR ONLY

| CLUDES RECEIPT AND PROOF OF PUBLICATION. CALL US TODAY @ (310) 458-7737

$60.
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MATILLA REALTY

Playa del Rey Lot

- B -
e ———

- ——y -
e

8317 Delgany Lot
You know have a vacant lot on one of the best
streets inPlaya del Rey. Plans are pending.
Plans call for a contemporary/architectural
design for a new four bedroom, four bath home
of 4,000 sq. ft. Height limit is 36 feet from curb
and this home will provide ocean and Marina
views.

Offered at: $985,000

CALL 310/305-8000 X101 - STEVE MATILLA

“We sell it_orwe buy it”

www.matillarealty.com

225 Culver Blvd. Playa del Rey CA 90293
(310) 305-8000 office (310) 306-6177 fax

steven.matilla@era.com

Contemporary Split Level

End unit - "A" plan, contemporary split level 2 bedroom
+ 2 ba. townhome, 1057 sq. ft in the Villa Velletri gated
complex, located in Marina del Rey. Special features
include an enclosed patio, central A/C and a large 2-car
garage with private entrance into your unit. The complex
offers pools, spa, and clubhouse room. Walk to the
neighboring Villa Marina shopping center, 5 mins. to
LAX, excellent location.

Offered at: $605,000

CALL 310/305-8000 OR 310/821-9685 - AUDREY MARLETT

Steve Matilla
Owner/Broker

Westchester Home

Good size, 1790 sq. ft 3 bedroom + 2 3/4 baths family home in
Westchester, close to schools, shops, parks, markets and 5 mins. to LAX
airport. Includes 2 extra large bedrooms with the 3/4 ba having been
custom-remodeled, ADA approved designation. Hardwood floors in the
spacious living room and hallway and the fireplace is made of flag-
stone. All the windows have been LAX sound-proofed. There is a great
enclosed patio with backyard. This home also features a wheelchair
ramp from the driveway to the front door.

Offered at: $780,000

CALL 310/305-8000 X101 - STEVE MATILLA

Marina Adjacent - An Entertainers Delight

C-4 in the heart of the Business District

- ‘.

ol

“ P
12725 Gilmore Ave

= M
333 Culver Blvd. Playa del Rey

Sun-filled home set back from the street nestled in a wonderful location, Marina del Rey  Special C-4 property for SALE (or) for LEASE in the heart of Playa del Rey's
adjﬁwm- L“;iting E"“?v fz"“a' "";"9 ’g""‘ with fi’ep':ﬁe al:d haéf’wwg ;'05’5 fa'””Yl;"‘“h" business district. 2,000 sq. ft of usable space located at 333 Culver Blvd.
with French doors overlooking outdoor dining area and lush gardens, 3 bedrrom + 1 bath. R : : :

5 gl ; L e - - ecent two tenants used a portion of this space for high-end restaurants.
Enjoy South of France ambience in this very private home including 3 patios and a pictur- ) . . . :

i o ek E Can be used for offices as well. First time for sale since 1984. All showings
to begin after Jan. 15, 2006. www.matillarealty.com

Call 310/305-8000 - Steven Matilla or Susan Bradner

esque grape arbor over a hot tub making this truly a home for relaxation and entertainment.
Solar hot water, laundry room plus a backyard art studio.

Offered at: $769,000

CALL 310/913-2700 - PATTY THARAVEJ
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= 310.393.8491
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FirstChoiceRealty CA.com
“Over 25 years of bringing people home”

OUR UNIQUE FINANCING REFLECTSTHE EVER CHANGING MARKET!
List & | ock:

We LOCK in a low rate for the buyer of your home, free of charge, for up to 6 months. Buyers never worry
about rates going up for YOUR HOME.

Shop & L ock:

We LOCK in a low rate, free of charge, for the purchase of your new home for up to 6 months. Shop without
worry about missing today’s low interest rates.

ASK OUR AGENTS ABOUT OUR LIFETIME FREE CONCIERGE SERVICE FOR ALL OF OUR CLIENTS.

/!-— J 124 Park Place, Venice

age O artstt

! ly residence.
‘Owner will carry 1stwith 25% down. Owner isagent

Jack Susser 310/393-8491 x4#

| TrE— 513 Reid Ave, Culver City

|
=g I “ Southwestern Pueblo style home in Culver City.” Wood burning fireplace in living room . Large lot with over 6500 square feet.
e Custom fishpond and waterfall in beautifully themed front yard. Private front and rear yards. A must to drive by.

" $788,000 Jim Davis 310/393-8491 ext 5#

3912 Sawtelle Blvd, Culver City

Beautiful pride of ownership triplex on Westside, perfect for an owner-user. Unit mix consists of (2) 1+1 & (1) 2+1. Units have remod-
eled kitchens & bathrooms with hardwood floors throughout. Well maintained & manicured gardens help create a peaceful atmosphere.

Chris Hrobak & Melissa Susser 310/393-8491 ext 13#

$849,000

51 Sunset Ave #A Venice

Sunsets & ocean breezes! Half block to beach on delightful Venice
ocean front walk street.2 bd 1.75 ba multi level apartment-feels like a
house. New carpet & paint. Crown moldings and hardwood flrs
throughout. Light 7 bright. Fireplace in master bdrm. 2 parking
spaces, storage & private front yard. Will consider pets. Easy to show.

Janin Paine or Timea Basner 310 396-6747 or 310 621-2036

$2950/month

12415 Matteson Ave, Palms/Mar Vista

| This beautiful 2+1 features hardwood floors, crown molding in both the living & dining rooms, bay window & separate
breakfast room that leads to a big, manicured, park-like yard with gazebo. New windows & copper plumbing. Attached 2-
car garage with pull down ladder for additional storage makes great studio. Priced to sell

$775000

Cesar Marquez 310/393-8491

Be In the middle of it all!

Professional office space available on the Third Street Promenade.

e

A

e

950 square feet of office space conveniently located downtown, a walk away from shops, restaurants and
the beach. Bright office space with high ceilings, natural light, two large private offices and a spacious
reception area. Quiet location with a shared kitchen. New paint and carpet. Parking. Available now.

Call (310) 458-7737 ext. 104
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