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NEWS OF

THE WEIRD

by Chuck Shepard

In October, about $450,000 worth of
marijuana plants were discovered in
a downtown Chicago apartment
after police noted an overpowering
scent that wafted the length of the
building's hallway. They arrested a
Navy Pier worker and five students,
one of whom voluntarily answered
the police knock to inadvertently
reveal marijuana plants covering
almost every surface in the front
room (as well as one room air fresh-
ener, which an occupant had opti-
mistically placed near the door).
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Water contamination settlement approved

City Hall gets 3312M

By Daily Press staff

CITY HALL — A seven-year
legal dispute ended on Monday

The settlement is valued at $312.85 million,
which includes a commitment to provide
the city with a new water treatment facility,
as well as $92.5 million in cash.

after a judge approved a $300 mil-

lion settlement between City Hall
and three oil companies for con-
taminating Santa Monica’s water.

Orange County Superior Court
Judge Stephen J. Sunvold
approved “good faith” settlements
between Shell Oil Company,
ChevronTexaco and Exxon Mobil.

The settlement is valued at
$312.85 million, which includes a
commitment to provide the city
with a new water treatment facili-
ty, as well as $92.5 million in cash.

A new treatment facility, the
first of its kind, will be built
specifically to clean up the city’s

water at the Charnock Well Field
in West LA, the city’s main water
source. The settlement ensures
that the oil companies will pay for
all costs to construct, operate and
maintain the treatment plant,
which officials expect will clean
the city’s water supply by 2008.

The court also approved sepa-
rate settlements between City Hall
and Union Oil Company (Unocal)
for $5 million and with
ConocoPhillips, on behalf of its
subsidiary Tosco, for $6 million.
City Hall previously settled with
Atlantic Richfield (ARCO) for
$9.75 million, Ultramar for $4.5
million and Conoco for $4 million.

Only one major oil industry
defendant remains in the lawsuit
— Lyondell Chemical Company,

See SETTLEMENT, page 5

| Activists walk for workers’ rights

marching in a
Mexican “posada” to

John Wood/Daily Press unionization.

Children march during Monday’s

‘Posada’ for worker’s rights.

150 local activists took to the
streets here Monday night,
traditional
the
Doubletree Guest Suites Hotel
on Fourth Street, where labor
organizers have called for

The Christian-themed event
was designed to promote work-

‘Posada’ targets ers’ rights and unionization. It

was organized by officials from

M Doubletree Hotel St. Anne’s Church and Santa

; Monicans Allied for responsi-

BY JOHN WO_OD ble Tourism, a nonprofit push-

Daily Press Staff Writer ing for a higher minimum wage
DOWNTOWN — About | in the city.

Starting at the SMART
offices at Sixth Street and
Colorado Boulevard, the pro-
cession moved down Fourth
Street, across the freeway and
to the doorstep of the Public
Safety Facility building. It then
proceeded to the footstep of the
Doubletree, before turning
around and heading back to

where it started.

At various points along the
way, the group stopped to act
out versions of the Christmas
journey of Joseph and Mary,
who, according to the Bible,
were rejected from several inns
before resting at the manger
where Jesus was born.

But this particular posada
had a social justice theme.
Jesus and Mary had to leave
their loved ones in Mexico,
contend with and be rejected by
hostile border guards and, once
in the United States, work for

See POSADA, page 5

St. John’s hospital
built up gingerly

By Daily Press staff

A fully constructed Saint John’s hospital was
unveiled last week.

The gingerbread version, that is. !

In the hospital’s main lobby is a massive ginger- Mk
bread village that extends 12 feet by 12 feet. It required |4
48 sheet pans of gingerbread, 200 pounds of powered |
sugar and hours of work by the hospital’s executive
chef Bill Sharp and his helpers, including his daughter,
10-year-old Mariah Sharp.

Sharp began working on the village, which has a
replica of the new hospital and a “Cat In The Hat”
theme, shortly after Thanksgiving. The village took two
and a half weeks to create, before it was unveiled on
Dec. 15.

The gingerbread village has been a tradition at Saint
John’s for eight years, and each year it gets more
extravagant. The first one only had eight houses and a
church. This year, it takes up nearly half of the hospital
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lobby and sits on four large pieces of plywood.

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press

Bill Sharp, executive chef at Saint John’s Healthcare Center, tweaks the train that runs

See HOSPITAL, page 6 through his gingerbread village in the lobby of the hospital.
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&8 TAEKWONDO SELF DEFENSE
FOR KIDS, MEN AND WOMEN

FREE 30 DAY

TRIAL MEMBERSHIP!

A $100 VALUE
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" [SUNSET GRILL

A Continental Cafe

Try Our Famous Salad Combination

1 Item Combo: $7.25 < 2 Item Combo: $8.75 ¢ 3 Item Combo: $9.75

Served on a Bed of Mixed Greens and Your Choice of These Items:
Chicken @ Cheese Tortelini ¢ Duck Pate & Green Beans w/ Almonds
Chicken Curry < Ratatoule < Penne Pest w/ Crab & Corn Salad
Eggplant w/ Pine Nuts ¢ Pasta w/ Sausage © Tomato w/ Mozzarella
Fava Beans < Corn Salad < Beets < Asparagus < Potato Salad ... and More!

BREAKFAST m LUNCH m DINNER
Open from 7:30am - 9pm m Closed Sundays & Holidays
\1701 Ocean Park Blvd. in Santa Monica = 310_450_7546)

HOROSCOPE

‘Be out and about, Scorpi()\

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:

% %%k k-Dynamic %%k *k-Positive **k-Average
**-So-so *-Difficult

M ARIES (March 21-April 19)

%% %% Stay on top of what is happening,
because your actions can and will make a differ-
ence. In some manner, you take control of the sit-
uation and complete details. The good news is
that you have the energy to do this. Tonight: A
must appearance.

=1 TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

i 2l 5k % % % Reach out for someone you real-
ly care about. This person might have a unique
quality that you admire. Let this person know
how very special he or she is. Follow your
instincts, and you’ll do the right thing naturally.
Tonight: Read between the lines.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

%% %% Stop and take special time for a
loved one or friend. Understand this person more
thoroughly. Build a strong foundation. Let the
energy flow from your inner self. Make your
home another’s refuge, if need be. Tonight: Pour
the eggnog.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)

*%*k*k* Others know what they want
from you and let you know it. In the holiday
frame of mind you are in, you will do whatever
you need to do for others. Take today for those
around you, touching base with the people you
care about. Tonight: Start looking for Santa!

[&1 LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

" %k Be imaginative as you wish the
best of the holiday season to those who are part
of your daily life, not necessarily family or
friends. Everyone appreciates a gesture of
thoughtfulness, even the mailman. Remember
these people today. Tonight: Shore up last-
minute details.

'-j‘ VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

=28 %% *** Your spirit uplifts others and
adds many happy moments to their lives.
Romance remains a major factor in your life.
You cannot deny what you want, nor can anoth-
er. You could look silly standing under the
mistletoe all day. Just go for it. Tonight: Become
a kid again.

The Daily Horoecope ie eponcored by:

>

AWARD WINNING
BEER SELECTION

29 Beers on Draught
HAPPY HOUR 4-6PM  Monday thru Friday

$5.99 Burger Monday!!!

Your choice of:

Ahi ¢« Salmon « Boca
Garden ¢ Turkey « Beef

PLAN YOUR NEXT PARTY
ON THE PATIO

2911 Main Street * Santa Monica ¢ 11:30am - Midnight Mon-Sun

Telephone 310.314.4855 « www.libraryalehouse.com

—
BUILDING A BETTER BURGER

=
{ \2 HOURS: M-TH:11AM-10PM FRI-SAT:11AM-11PM SUN:12PM-9PM
\ | 901 Ocean Park Blvd in Santa Monica » 31 0.399.8383)

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

% %% Join family and get ahead on a proj-
ect that could weigh you down if you let it.
Others sometimes become demanding without
meaning to. Instead of getting upset, look at each
person and enjoy the child within him or her.
Tonight: Home is where the heart is.

1_‘-" SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

LTS % % % %% Make the last-minute round of
calls. Carefully deal with others who make a dif-
ference in your life. An extra gift here or there
can only add to the joy of the moment. Help oth-
ers get into the spirit; put on a favorite piece of
music. Tonight: Out and about.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

%% %% Expenses continually mount, and
you discover there isn’t much you can do here.
You could be upset by this, but why bother? A
parent has a great deal of significance in your
life right now. Don’t forget a boss in your holi-
day wishes. Tonight: Make it easy. Stay away
from last-minute complications.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

%% % %% You are all smiles right now and
can deal with anything, but hopefully you won’t
have to. Do be sensitive to those around you.
Allow your unusual imagination and creativity
to emerge. Your job is to express the Christmas
experience. Tonight: Keep on smiling.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

%% You might not be in the mood to deal
with others. You could potentially be a Scrooge
this year. Be honest. You might need some time
alone, and you need to say so. A partner will pull
you out of the doldrums if you let him or her. Be
generous with this person. Tonight: Get a good
night’s sleep.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

%% %% Head out the door and visit with
your friends. Get together for a last-minute
hoorah and some eggnog. It is not everyday that
you can get away with partying and not working.
The more the merrier on this particular date.
Make the most out of the social moment.
Tonight: Live it up!
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Christmas services in Santa Monica

First United Methodist Church of

Santa Monica

1008 11th St.

(310) 393-8258

Dec. 24 — Family service: seasonal music, full
service — 6 p.m.

Candlelight service — 11 p.m.

Gethsemane Lutheran Church
3734 Centinela Ave.

(310) 397-1201

Dec. 24 — Traditional scriptures, children’s
recitations and candlelight carol singing — 7 p.m.

Metro Church Calvary

(310) 315-9255

Dec. 24 — Full service, music, families welcome
— 6 p.m. at the Four Points Sheraton bar room,
630 W Pico Blvd.

Pilgrim Lutheran Church
1730 Wilshire Blvd.

(310) 829-4113

Dec. 24 — Candlelight service — 7 p.m.

St. Augustine by-the-Sea
Episcopal Church

1227 Fourth St.

(310) 395-0977

Dec. 24 — Children’s mass — 5:30 p.m.
“Midnight Service” with full choir — 10:30 p.m.

Trinity Baptist Church

1015 California Ave.

(310) 395-9961

Dec. 24 — Candlelight service — 6 p.m.

Westside Christian Fellowship
2948 Colorado Ave.

(310) 829-9344

Dec. 24 — Candlelight service — 6 p.m.

Calvary Baptist Church

1502 20th St.
(310) 829-3291
Dec. 24 — Prayer meeting — 7 p.m.

Quality & Valug Hdiways!

Delaware Avenue Seventh-Day
Adventist Church

1845 20th St.

(310) 450-0919

Dec. 24 — Prayer and study — 7 p.m.
First African Methodist
Episcopal Church

1823 Michigan Ave.

(310) 450-0331

Dec. 23 — Bible study — 7 p.m.
Christian Science Church of
Santa Monica

505 Arizona Ave.
(310) 395-6023
Dec. 24 — Prayer and study — 8 p.m.

St. Clement’s Catholic Church

3102 Third St.

(310) 396-2679

Dec. 24 — Full service (English, Spanish) 9:30
p.m.

St. Anne’s Catholic Church

quality.

and drink

.

Exposed spots will see shoulder to head-high surf by
late in the day with the swell building overnight into
Thursday morning. Expect mild temperatures and poor
to fair conditions. FYI: he rain hasn’t helped the water

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf
is doing today at your local break.

LOW TIDE

= Morning  Height ~ Evening  Height Morning  Height Evening Height
SATURDAY NA  NA 118 -0.7 609 64 736 39
SUNDAY 12:25 17 205 -13 6:50 69 831 40
MONDAY 110 19 252 -17 732 72 924 40
TUESDAY 1:57 20 339 -1.8 817 73 10:15 4.0
WEDNESDAY 244 21 427 -1.7 903 7.1 11:08 4.0
THURSDAY 33 23 516 -1.4 950 6.8 NA  NA
FRIDAY 430 24 6:05 -0.9 12:02 4.0 (10:40) 6.2
The Surf Report is sponsored by:
Today's Spesey T [ store Hours: |
— Ao Best!
Teriyaki T — —3\ Open
Chicken KUA AINA ) Dpailyfrom
Sandwich =V {‘09 11a.m. to
SQ tax included y - —— (10
IS — 10 p.m.
8. B Stiest Hawaiian sand! P
Includes:
Pickles or coleslaw, 119 Broadway, Santa Monica
french fries or salad

Today the
water Is:

98’

Sunrise: 7:04 a.m.
Sunset: 4:58 p.m.

HIGH TIDE

310.394.0100 J

2017 Colorado Ave.

(310) 829-4411

Dec. 24 — Full service (English) — 4 p.m.
Children’s mass — 5:30 p.m.

Midnight service (English, Spanish) — 12 a.m.
Dec. 25 — Full service (English) — 10 a.m.
Full service (Spanish) — 11:30 a.m.

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

958 Lincoln Blvd.
(310) 451-1346
Dec. 24 — Candlelight service — 7:30 p.m.

Unitarian Universalist
Community Church

1260 18 St.

(310) 829-5436

Dec. 24 — Family vespera service — 6 p.m.
Candlelight vespera service — 8 p.m.

Since 1967

Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.

310-399-7892
2732 Main St.

Santa Monica

6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

Celebrate the Holidays
with Friends and

Family at the Parlor!

Do you have
community news?

... Submit news
releases
Email to:

sack@smdp.com
or fax 310.576.9913

310.451.SLICE
310.399.4060
Catering * Lunch/Office Delivery

(7542)

* Homemade )
* Fresh Ingredients

e Pasta & Dinners

* Calzones

* Hot Subs

Voted Best in L.A.

— America Online Poll

“A slice of NY in your
own backyard.”

—Anthony Dias Blue
Bon Appetit Lifestyle
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OPINION

LETTERS

Homeless man’s lifestyle is a choice

Editor:

Dear Santa: All I want for Christmas is for Charles Springer to stop IMPERSON-
ATING a homeless person, (SMDP, Dec. 22, page 4).

Mr. Springer is “homeless” because he has made a choice. Anyone who has sucked
off, burdened, and over used the handout system in this city for over a decade is not
down and out. It's a lifestyle, supported by city leadership, that itself, once lived in a
van in the Bay Street beach parking lot.

Anyone that has made a career of begging and freeloading for over 10 years, and
can't find, at a minimum, a roommate situation or Section 8 accommodations just isn't
trying hard enough.

Inasmuch as this city thrives (ad nauseam) on providing, supporting, funding,
building, and negotiating low cost housing availability and construction, just what IS
the problem in someone giving Charles somewhere to live for free?

Mr. Springer, you have made my point. There are many people like you on the
streets, freeloading off of my tax dollar for years and years. Yes, in my mind and heart,
you are the norm.

Again, here you go with “circumstances beyond your control.” Ten years of cir-
cumstances beyond your control — come on! Where will it end? Will it ever end?
Will you ever stop sucking off Santa Monica? And then you have the nerve to com-
plain that you have to wait in line for a bathroom? What else do you and “your broth-
ers” have to do with your day? Harass tourists, scare my kids in the parks? Yes, I
would deny you food and clothing, because I am tired of supporting your excuses, and
over a decade of pure, outright irresponsibility.

You accuse me of being heartless, I am not. I am and was touched at the outreach
and support that the Jordan Mission downtown provides to the real homeless. That
would be families, not people like yourself. When I see 3- and 4-year-olds in line for
hours, just for a meal, I become completely intolerant of you and “your brothers,” as
you nap in the parks, waiting for your lunch to be delivered.

As for the OPCC and Mr. Maceri's “commitment to community service,” that com-
mitment comes along with the paycheck he receives for working in the homeless
industry (Dec. 22, page 1). If we were to solve the homeless problem, wouldn't Mr.
Maceri be out of a job? Where is the incentive for Mr. Maceri to solve the problem?

Basic math skills tell me that if the OPCC has $5.1 million to oversee, that means
that $13,972 per day are going to people like Mr. Springer, rather than to the schools.
What's wrong with this picture?

Walk with common sense

Editor:

Evelyn, you forgot one of the most important. Thou shalt observe and obey “do not
walk” signs, and refrain from yelling epithets and making rude hand gestures when
made aware of it. (SMDP, “Think Twice,” Dec. 23, page 4). Oh, and one other:

Thou shalt use some common sense when walking. Although this may sound obvi-
ous, take a look at Montana Avenue sometime. Common sense is not SO common.

Michael Harris
Santa Monica

ET NOTIGED!
ADVERTISE!

100% ORGANIC NEWS ...

PICKED FRESH DAILY.

Santa Wonica Dailp ress

310.458.7737
Fax: 310.576.9913

Lori Emerson
Santa Monica

Christmas in America is an exuberant
display of human ingenuity, capitalist
productivity, and the enjoyment of life.
Yet all of these are castigated as “materi-
alistic.” The real meaning of the holiday,
we are told, is assorted Nativity tales and
altruist injunctions (e.g., love thy neigh-
bor) that no one takes seriously.

In fact, Christmas as we celebrate it
today is a 19th-century American inven-
tion. The freedom and prosperity of post
Civil War America created the happiest
nation in history. The result was the
desire to celebrate, to revel in the goods
and pleasures of life on earth. Christmas
(which was not a federal holiday until
1870) became the leading American out-
let for this feeling.

Historically, people have always cele-
brated the winter solstice as the time
when the days begin to lengthen, indicat-
ing the earth's return to life. Ancient
Romans feasted and reveled during the
festival of Saturnalia. Early Christians
condemned these Roman celebrations —
they were waiting for the end of the world
and had only scorn for earthly pleasures.
By the fourth century, the pagans were
worshipping the god of the sun on Dec.
25, and the Christians came to a decision:
If you can't stop ‘em, join ‘em. They
claimed (contrary to known fact) that the
date was Jesus’ birthday, and usurped the
solstice holiday for their Church.

Even after the Christians stole
Christmas, they were ambivalent about it.
The holiday was inherently a pro-life festi-
val of earthly renewal, but the Christians
preached renunciation, sacrifice, and con-
cern for the next world, not this one. As
Cotton Mather, an 18th-century clergyman,
put it: “Can you in your consciences think
that our Holy Savior is honored by mirth? ...
Shall it be said that at the birth of our Savior
... we take time ... to do actions that have

ble, a great productive apparatus to
advertise them and make them available
cheaply, and a country so content that
men wanted to reach out to their friends
and express their enjoyment of life. The
whole country took with glee to giving
gifts on an unprecedented scale.

Santa Claus is a thoroughly American
invention. There was a St. Nicholas long
ago and a feeble holiday connected with
him (on Dec. 5). In 1822, an American

much more of hell than
of heaven in them?”
Then came the
major developments of
19th-century capital-
ism: Industrialization,
urbanization, the tri-

Guest
Commentary

By Leonard Peikoff

named Clement Clarke
Moore wrote a poem
about a visit from St.
Nick. It was Moore
(and a few other New
Yorkers) who invented
St.  Nick’s physical

umph of science — all
of it leading to easy transportation, effi-
cient mail delivery, the widespread pub-
lishing of books and magazines, new
inventions making life comfortable and
exciting, and the rise of entrepreneurs
who understood that the way to make a
profit was to produce something good
and sell it to a mass market.

For the first time, the giving of gifts
became a major feature of Christmas.
Early Christians denounced gift-giving
as a Roman practice, and Puritans called
it diabolical. But Americans were not to
be deterred. Thanks to capitalism, there
was enough wealth to make gifts possi-

appearance and person-
ality, came up with the idea that Santa
travels on Christmas Eve in a sleigh
pulled by reindeer, comes down the
chimney, stuffs toys in the kids’ stock-
ings, then goes back to the North Pole.
Of course, the Puritans denounced
Santa as the Anti-Christ, because he
pushed Jesus to the background.
Furthermore, Santa implicitly rejected the
whole Christian ethics. He did not
denounce the rich and demand that they
give everything to the poor. On the con-
trary, he gave gifts to rich and poor chil-
dren alike. Nor is Santa a champion of
Christian mercy or unconditional love. On

Christmas: Celebrate reason, selfishness, capitalism

the contrary, he is for justice — Santa gives
only to good children, not to bad ones.

All the best customs of Christmas,
from carols to trees to spectacular deco-
rations, have their root in pagan ideas and
practices. These customs were greatly
amplified by American culture, as the
product of reason, science, business,
worldliness, and egoism, i.e., the pursuit
of happiness.

America’s tragedy is that its intellectu-
al leaders have typically tried to replace
happiness with guilt by insisting that the
spiritual meaning of Christmas is religion
and self-sacrifice for Tiny Tim or his
equivalent. But the spiritual must start
with recognizing reality.

Life requires reason, selfishness, capi-
talism— that is what Christmas should
celebrate — and really, underneath all the
pretense, that is what it does celebrate. It
is time to take the Christ out of
Christmas, and turn the holiday into a
guiltlessly egoistic, pro-reason, this-
worldly, commercial celebration.

(Leonard Peikoff, who founded the Ayn
Rand Institute, is the foremost authority
on Objectivism, the philosophy of Ayn
Rand. The Ayn Rand Institute (www.ayn-
rand.org) in Irvine, promotes the philoso-
phy of Ayn Rand, author of Atlas
Shrugged and The Fountainhead. Send
reactions to reaction@aynrand.org).

Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will
be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com.
All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica,
90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.
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LOCAL

Living wage proposal may go before council Jan. 13

POSADA, from page 1

villainous managers. They eventually
found justice with the support of the com-
munity, church and union.

Avelino Alvarez, 48, played the part of
Joseph in the procession. He said he was
participating to promote unionization. As
a cook at the Fairmont-Miramar Hotel,
Alvarez is already a member of the Hotel
Employees and Restaurant Employees
Local 11, which aims to organize all local
luxury hotels.

“I’'m here to support the Doubletree
workers, since they don’t have any
respect, any benefits,” said Alvarez, a
Santa Monica resident.

Only three or four of those in the pro-
cession were Doubletree workers, organ-
izers said. One was Maria Cortez, 37, a
housekeeper at the Doubletree for the past
seven years. Cortez said through a transla-
tor that she is required to clean 14 suites a
day, whereas unionized housekeepers at
other hotels clean 15 smaller rooms a day.

And the pay is low, she added.

“It’s not enough — not even to save for
my kids to go to school,” she said.

In documents distributed to members
of the press, SMART spokesman Derek

Smith said the Doubletree has a history of
mistreating its workers.

“In addition to telling an important
story about the injustices endured by
immigrant workers, this posada will also
draw attention to the Doubletree Guest
Suites, which has had a notorious rela-
tionship not only with its workers, but
with the community as well. Truly, there
is no room for justice at this inn,” a press
release reads.

Also included in press materials is a
timeline of events highlighting, among
other things, various charges filed by the
union against the Doubletree with the
National Labor Relations Board, a federal
agency that polices labor law. However,
that timeline is misleading because it
leaves out the rulings by NLRB officials —
who agreed the charges should be heard,
but later found their was no violation.

Hotel officials did not return calls seek-
ing comment. In the past, they have
accused union officials of using threats
and other tactics in their quest to organize
workers.

Also attending the event was Kurt
Petersen, HERE’s organizing director, and
Vivian Rothstein, a SMART official,
among others. Rothstein said her group

SETTLEMENT, from page 1

MTBE lawsuit: Lyondell
still pursued by City Hall

city officials.

liable for failure to warn.”

be sometime early next year.

which is the successor to ARCO Chemical. Lyondell, along with the other compa-
nies, is a manufacturer of Methyl tertiary Butyl Ether, a gasoline additive that leaked
into the city’s groundwater in 1996, forcing several wells to be closed, according to

The court rejected Lyondell’s challenge that the $312 million value placed on the
settlement by Shell, ChevronTexaco and Exxon Mobil was too low and that
Lyondell should be dismissed from the lawsuit because it caused the city no harm.

In rejecting the claims, the court noted that the settlement was proper and was the
product of negotiations conducted “through mediators, at arms length, in an adver-
sarial proceeding.” With respect to Lyondell’s assertions that it should be let out of
the lawsuit, the court stated that Lyondell “can be held liable to (the city) in strict
liability for the manufacturing of a defective product (MTBE). The fact is, Lyondell
placed the product into commerce. Liability can be found from that even if it didn’t
transport it, put it in pipes, own any stations, etc. Second, Lyondell can be held

No date has been set yet by the court on when the trial between the city and
Lyondell would occur. Assistant City Attorney Joe Lawrence said he expects it will
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plans to present a higher minimum wage
proposal to the City Council on Jan. 13.
In 2002, a separate measure, called the
“living wage,” was narrowly defeated at
the polls. That law would have required
businesses along the beach that gross more
than $5 million each year to pay workers
$10.50 per hour or $12.25 without bene-
fits. However, under that law, unionized
businesses would have been exempt from
paying the living wage, giving large busi-
nesses an incentive to unionize.
Supporters have accused opponents of
foul play in defeating the measure and a
proposal to amend local procedures is

being considered by City Hall leaders.
Those complaints were largely spurred by
a spate of misleading slate mailers sent
out immediately before the election that
indicated school and women’s’ rights
groups, as well as various Democratic
candidates, were against the living wage.

While that matter plays itself out,
Rothstein said Monday’s procession was
an important opportunity to show solidar-
ity in the community.

“The St. Anne’s community has been
very involved in standing up for a living
wage,” she said. “This is a way of com-
bining the visions for social justice.”
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FBI raids multi-million
dollar investment firm

BY DON THOMPSON

Associated Press Writer

SACRAMENTO — The FBI raided a
Southern California investment company
Monday, alleging that more than 1,800
clients who invested tens of millions of
dollars were victims of a long-running
confidence scheme.

No charges have been filed, but the
FBI is investigating Financial Advisory
Consultants as a possible “Ponzi scheme,”
where early investors are paid with
money from later investors, said FBI
spokeswoman Laura Bosley.

James Lewis, who variously lists him-
self as the firm's president or, more
recently, its funds manager, told an
investor in August that his “growth fund”
alone had $62 million in assets, according
to an FBI affidavit. Lewis also operated
an income fund that clients said is worth
tens of millions of dollars.

His firm had more than 1,800 clients
across the nation, one of Lewis' assistants
told the FBI.

The Associated Press disclosed earlier
this month that Lewis, 57, has been
investing millions of dollars for clients
and claiming extraordinary financial
returns for 20 years, without being
licensed or regulated as required.

Moreover, the firm has never provided
clients with any details on how it invests
their money. Since July, Lewis has been
delaying withdrawal requests with the
excuse that millions of dollars in invest-
ments have been frozen by the
Department of Homeland Security _ a
freeze the AP reported does not exist.

Those details were confirmed in a
sworn affidavit used to obtain the search
warrant from a federal magistrate.

“There is probable cause to believe that
FAC and Lewis, through the use of the
mails, engaged in a scheme to defraud
investors in FAC's Income and Growth
Funds by operating a Ponzi scheme,” FBI
agent Brad Howard said in his affidavit.
He further alleges that Lewis and the firm

used the U.S. mail to sell securities with-
out registering with the federal Securities
and Exchange Commission.

Investors previously said they had been
interviewed and provided financial
records to investigators from both the
SEC and the state Department of
Corporations, although the FBI acted
alone Monday.

Chuck Woolstenhulme of Temecula
invested $100,000. He tried to get his
money back, but failed.

“It's an important step, |
think, to see if there's any
money left and how it
gets distributed.”

— CHUCK WOOLSTENHULME
Investor
“I'm glad it's come to this,”

Woolstenhulme said Monday. “It's an
important step, I think, to see if there's any
money left and how it gets distributed.”

Lewis has not responded to multiple
telephone messages left by the AP over
two weeks, nor to letters sent to him by
registered mail and overnight delivery.

In a letter faxed to investors Friday,
Lewis said his firm has “never charged for
financial advice, nor have we ever sold
any securities.” He said that means he
doesn't need to be registered with the SEC
nor the state Corporations Department.

But in its reports to investors, the
Orange County firm says it charges a 5
percent “management fee” on any profits
it earns for its clients.

The state Corporations Department has
identified investors in Idaho, Utah,
Oregon, Colorado, Georgia and
California, according to the FBI affidavit.
The AP has had calls from investors living
as far away as Michigan.

HOSPITAL, from page 1

Sugar, spice and everything nice
for used for Saint John’s village

year.”

“It’s a good-sized bedroom,” Sharp said. “We tried to go a little whimsical this

Sharp began the task by creating a floor plan, then cut out templates of the build-
ings from large sheet pans, which required eight cases of gingerbread mix. Once the
templates were created, the platform and stage were built. Then came the fun part
— decorating the houses and buildings with icing and candy.

The village’s anchor building is a model of the 225,000-square-foot inpatient
building, which after four years of construction is scheduled to be done in May.

“I give credit to Bill,” joked Terry Muldoon, who oversees the construction of the
new hospital. “He built the hospital a lot faster than me.”
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Museum exhibit showcases St. Peter’s Basilica

BY DIANE SCARPONI

Associated Press Writer

NEW HAVEN, Conn. — For Roman Catholics
around the world, Christmas Eve means midnight Mass
celebrated by the pope in St. Peter's Basilica, the home of
the church and a jewel of Renaissance architecture.

If you can't travel to Rome for the holidays, you can
still get a taste of St. Peter's through a new exhibit at the
Knights of Columbus Museum about the design and
building of the basilica.

The exhibit features a 16-foot wooden model of the
basilica's dome from the 16th century. It was commis-
sioned by artist and architect Michelangelo, designer of
the dome and many other features of the basilica.

The entire building process took 120 years and
required the work of many architects, engineers and arti-
sans and the support of several popes.

Over 100 items in the exhibit, including etchings, con-
struction tools and models, are on loan from the Vatican.

“It's our most special exhibit because these are pre-
cious items and one-of-a-kind objects, almost none of
which have ever traveled outside the Vatican or come to
the United States,” said Carl Anderson, head of the
Knights of Columbus, a Roman Catholic men's fraternal
organization.

The exhibit is partly a thank-you for financial help
from the Knights of Columbus, said Cardinal Francecso
Marchisano, the head administrator and caretaker of St.
Peter's.

“The Knights of Columbus has helped with the
restoration of many beautiful things, and we are grateful
for the many things that they have done,” Marchisano
said in a recent interview at the New Haven museum.

St. Peter's Basilica is built over the tomb of the apostle
Peter, the church's first pope. It also stands on the grounds
of the Roman circus — a giant amphitheater where gladi-
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ators fought and early Christians were killed for sport.

Church history tells that St. Peter himself was cruci-
fied in the circus. His remains were entombed nearby,
and Christians have maintained the spot ever since.

“The Knights of Columbus has
helped with the restoration of
many beautiful things, and we are
grateful for the many things that
they have done.”

— CARDINAL FRANCECSO MARCHISANO
Head administrator and caretaker of St. Peter’'s

The exhibit includes models of the way Christians
have venerated the tomb, beginning with a protective
wall, later an altar, up to today's interior of the basilica
with Bernini's baldachhino, a bronze canopy whose
twisted columns are nearly 100 feet high.

Emperor Constantine, who converted the Roman
empire to Christianity, ordered a church built on the site
in the year 324. The first St. Peter's Basilica was a giant
wooden structure. Models and drawings of the early
church building are on display alongside drawings and
models of the current church.

By the 1500s, the building had deteriorated to the
point where a new church was needed. The exhibit

UNIVERSAL ART GALLERY
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chronicles the feats of engineering and architecture
required to create the present-day St. Peter's.

Engineers had to devise ways to move an Egyptian
obelisk that stood in the way. Romans took the obelisk as
a prize from their conquest of Egypt; it stood in the mid-
dle of the circus.

The obelisk was moved to the center of the piazza around
St. Peter's. A hoist that was used in the move is on display,
its thick wooden handles worn smooth during the effort.

“Everything here is a feat of genius, brawn and dedi-
cation,” said Lawrence Sowinski, director of the museum.

Engineers also devised intricate scaffolding and other
building techniques.

Michelangelo designed the basilica with a dome-with-
in-a dome: An eye-pleasing, perfectly round dome on the
inside, and a stronger, egg-shaped dome on the outside.

Museum visitors can appreciate this design, and other
facets of the dome's construction, by viewing a wooden
1:15 scale model built to Michelangelo's specifications.

Michelangelo ordered many such wooden models of
his designs because he knew he would not live long
enough to see the building completed. He was 72 in
1546, when Pope Paul III hired him for the job.
Construction of the basilica was finished in 1626.

Also on display are photographs of many artworks and
rooms in the basilica that were restored over 20 years
through contributions from the Knights of Columbus.
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What’s Playing

BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

CALENDAR GIRLS

Boasts an appealing British sensibility and
echoes the uplifting themes that made
“Billy Elliott” a surprise hit stateside a
few years back.

THE COOLER

Wayne Kramer’s lowdown on the desper-
ate lives of lost souls in Las Vegas is easi-
ly one of the best bets this year.

THE BARBARIAN INVASIONS

An emotionally charged, and often hilari-
ous tale about a dying man who recon-
nects with old friends and his estranged
son.

THE RETURN OF THE KING

This film, the best of the year, seals the
deal: Director Peter Jackson has delivered
the most spectacular film trilogy of all-
time.

SOMETHING’S GOTTA GIVE

If you enjoy lots of jokes about May-
December romances and erectile dysfunc-
tion, this is the film for you.

STUCK ON YOU

Contains several laugh-out-loud moments
and some surprisingly deft comedic per-
formances.

IN AMERICA
An inescapably moving elegy about pain
and loss and hope and renewal that
unabashedly wears its broken heart on its
tattered sleeve.

THE LAST SAMURAI

An entertaining film, but highly derivative
of superior antecedents such as “Dances
With Wolves” and “Unforgiven.”

HONEY

With Jessica Alba leading the way, it’s
only a matter of time before the Crips and
the Bloods trade in their colors and guns
for tap shoes and ballet slippers.

THE CAT IN THE HAT

The cinematic equivalent of a massive flea
infestation. For the crime they committed
against Seuss’ compact classic, everyone
associated with this film should be
neutered without anesthesia.

THE HAUNTED MANSION

Even the best CGI wizardry cannot com-
pensate for shoddy storytelling, which is
precisely what haunts “The Haunted
Mansion.”

THE MISSING

Ron Howard had the key elements of an
extraordinary film at his disposal — great
premise, cast — yet, frustratingly, it never
quite realizes its potential.

BAD SANTA

If you’'re game for a little R-rated
Christmas fun, this is a great holiday gift,
all wrapped up in F-bombs and slaugh-
tered sacred cows.

BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

Jennifer Connelly learns a hard lesson
about the dire consequences of not reading
your mail in this dramatic thriller from direc-
tor Vadim Perelman based on the hit novel by
Andre Dubus I1I. Connelly’s Kathy Nicolo is
a recovering addict too depressed to even get
out of bed most days, let alone deal with the
letters that have been piling up since her hus-
band split eight months earlier. After ignoring
several notices about an unpaid business tax,
Kathy is evicted from the Northern California
bungalow she inherited from her father.
Though the tax turns out to be a bureaucratic
gaffe, the house is nevertheless sold at auction
for a fraction of its worth to Massoud Amir
Behrani (Ben Kingsley), a rigid former
Colonel in the Iranian Air Force. Behrani,
who lost everything when he and his family
were forced to flee their homeland, sees the
house as the fulfillment of the American
Dream and refuses to sell it back to the coun-
ty even after he learns of the tax mistake and
Kathy’s plight (she’s living out of her car).

What begins as a battle over a modest
piece of real estate quickly escalates into all-
out war between the two desperate parties,
culminating in a somewhat unbelievable
series of events that tests the limits of reason
— somewhere near the middle of the third
act, you may find yourself wondering how a
little fixer-upper could be the root of so much
tragedy. That “House Of Sand And Fog”
manages to be compelling despite a host of
implausibilities is a credit to the lead actors,
both of whom bring such conviction to their
roles that what transpires almost seems feasi-
ble. Connelly, once known more for her pret-

Connelly clears

BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

Jennifer Connelly has plenty to be thank-
ful for this holiday season. The Academy
Award-winning star of “A Beautiful Mind”
and “The Hulk” has a new baby, a happy
marriage (with actor Paul Bettany), and a
place atop Hollywood’s A-List. In the tense
drama “House Of Sand And Fog,” which
co-stars Ben Kingsley and Ron Eldard,
Connelly delivers what very well may be
the finest performance of her career. She sat
down recently with a group of reporters to
discuss her latest film.

QUESTION: “House of Sand And Fog”
is a dark and unsettling film. How did you
feel after the first time you saw it?

JENNIFER CONNELLY: 1 felt like
I’d been shaken, and I came out of the the-
ater and thought that I just wanted to go
home and see my family and hug my son. I
felt so grateful for the things that I had. So I
didn’t find it depressing, I found it to be a
great reminder to be grateful for the things
that we have.

Q: Your character, Kathy Nicolo,
endures a great deal of suffering. Was it a
difficult movie to make?

A: Making it was a wonderful experi-
ence for me, because I liked the movie. For
me, grueling is working on a project that
I’m not happy with. That sort of thing, I

Jennifer Connelly and Ben Kingsley in “House of Sand and Fog.”

ty face than her acting ability, continues the
career turnaround that began with her
Academy Award-winning performance in “A
Beautiful Mind.” It’s likely that the part of
Kathy Nicolo will provide the 33-year-old
actress a shot at a second Oscar. Kingsley is
equally fine as the once-proud military man
who’s been reduced to working menial jobs to
support his wife (Shohreh Aghdashloo) and

teenaged son (Jonathan Ahdout). Credit also
goes to cinematographer Roger Deakins
(“The Shawshank Redemption,” “O Brother,
Where Art Thou?”) for the simple yet beauti-
ful compositions in what is one of the best-
looking movies of the year.

(Rated R for some violence/disturbing
images, language and a scene of sexuality.
Running time: 126 minutes)

air in ‘House of Sand and Fog’

Jennifer Connelly

have a hard time with at the end of the day.

Q: How would you describe Kathy?

A: Kathy is an outsider. She’s someone
who’s been an addict. One of those fringe
characters you sometime see on the side of
the road.

Q: What would you say are the central
themes of “House Of Sand And Fog?”

A: Intolerance. The fact that these char-
acters don’t have much tolerance for one
another. And then there’s a question of
who’s entitled to live the American Dream,
and what kind of citizens do they need to be.

Q: This film is considered a strong con-
tender for several major awards. How much
campaigning will you be doing, and are you
comfortable with that aspect of the job?

A: We’re doing the press junkets, pre-
mieres and the talk shows that everyone
does. I won’t be handing out pins with my
picture on it. I won’t be handing out fliers
— that would probably be a little bit tacky.
I just go out and do it. I don’t really have
any political feelings about it.

Q: Your resume is loaded with some
pretty heavy fare. Ever think about doing
comedy?

A: T’d love to do a comedy. I haven’t
found one that I love, that they are also will-
ing to entrust me with. When comedies are
floating around, (studio execs) aren’t usual-
ly thinking, “Ooh, we need to get Jennifer
Connelly. She’s at the top of the list.” But
I’d love to do one, because I think it’s about
time.

Q: How do you plan to spend this
Christmas?

A: We want to go away skiing or some-
thing. We’re last-minute people, though, so
we’ll see if that actually comes together.



Santa Monica Daily Press 0 Wednesday, December 24, 2003 0 Page 9

ENTERTAINMENT

¥ |

‘Cold Mountain’ fits the bill

BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

Writer-director Anthony Minghella’s
adaptation of Charles Frazier’s best-selling
Civil War novel leads all comers with an
impressive eight Golden Globe nomina-
tions, and is likely to fare as well when the
Academy Of Motion Picture Arts &
Sciences announces its award finalists on
Jan. 27. Just goes to show that the “experts”
don’t always know how to pick ‘em. “Cold
Mountain” is a good movie, not a great one
— and it’s fair to say that there are at least
four better films in theaters right now. But
award voters tend to fancy epic period
pieces featuring big stars, and with Nicole
Kidman, Jude Law and Renee Zellweger on
board as a fabulous-looking trio of back-
woods Southerners in war-torn 19th
Century America, “Cold Mountain” certain-
ly fits the profile.

After Inman (Law) is wounded in a bru-
tal battle in Virginia, he decides it’s time to
make love, not war. The object of his desire
is a preacher’s daughter, Ada (Kidman),
who is waiting for him back in his rustic vil-
lage in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North
Carolina. Though he hardly knows her —
they met just before he departed for the war
— Inman is hopelessly devoted to Ada, no
doubt because she’s a cultured beauty who
always looks as though she just emerged
from a salon. To get to Ada, Inman must
travel a great distance on foot while avoid-
ing the menacing Home Guard patrols that
roam the countryside, shooting deserters.
Along the way, he hooks up with a horny
minister (Philip Seymour Hoffman), a kind-
ly old crone (Eileen Atkins) and a comely
young widow (Natalie Portman). Back in
Cold Mountain, Ada is beset by one hard-
ship after another following the death of her

Nicole Kidman in “Cold Mountain.”

father (Donald Sutherland). Alone on a farm
she doesn’t know how to work, Ada’s salva-
tion comes in the form of the film’s most
entertaining character, Ruby (Zellweger), a
hardscrabble country gal who can milk a
cow, mend a fence and cuss like a sailor.
“Cold Mountain” is a bleak portrait of the
devastating costs of war, but every time
she’s on screen, Zellweger manages to
brighten things up. Kidman is the bigger
star, but make no mistake, this is
Zellweger’s picture. Law also impresses
mightily as the weary soldier who seems to
have lost his spirit on the battlefield. Any
doubts that the pretty-boy Brit could con-
vincingly portray a down-home Southerner
are erased the moment he utters his first
line. Yet despite the best efforts of the stars
the movie simply fails to maintain momen-
tum over its two-and-a-half hours, at times
dragging so much it seems the projector
may grind to a halt.

(Rated R for violence and sexuality.
Running time: 155 minutes)

BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

Don’t look now, but it’s another insipid
flick about a dopey dad who can’t control a
pack of wild kids. And I mean it — you
should not look at this movie — though I
: suspect lots of youngsters will do just that.
From the way the film was cast, “Cheaper
By The Dozen” seems to have been put
together solely for the purpose of separat-
ing kids from their parents’ hard-earned
dough. The presence of teen queen Hilary
Duff and heartthrob Tom Welling of TV’s
“Smallville” practically ensures this pur-
ported comedy will be a box office success
despite a conspicuous lack of anything
remotely humorous. After all, the target
demographic isn’t known for its sophisti-
i cated taste. The question is, what in the
i world was Steve Martin thinking when he
took this job? Martin is one of the sharpest
and funniest minds in show business, but
try as he might, he can barely pull a single
laugh out of the wreckage.

Tom and Kate Baker (Bonnie Hunt) live
in small Illinois town with their dozen chil-
dren (a Baker’s dozen ... get it?). Day-to-
day life is as wacky as you’d expect it to be
with a house full of precocious moppets
who are all entirely too vivacious for any-
i one’s good. After Tom lands his dream job
coaching a big university football team, he
and his fertile spouse uproot the family,

‘Cheaper By The Dozen’ a
joke — and not a funny one
Review |

- . r
Steve Martin in “Cheaper By The
Dozen.”

further amplifying the household chaos.
And things really get out of hand when
Kate is whisked away to do a book tour for
her recently published memoirs and Tom is

left to fend for himself against his boister- :

ous brood. This is a formula that’s been
applied ad nauseum in Hollywood, and
usually with better results. Next to
“Cheaper By The Dozen,” even the decid-
edly uninspired “Daddy Day Care” plays
like the second-coming of “Blazing
Saddles.” Sure, the movie qualifies as fam-
ily-friendly fare, but so does most of the
pedestrian pap on network television. So
why pay for it when you can get it for free

at home? Last time I checked, they’re still :
showing “Eight Is Enough” reruns on :

Nickelodeon.

(Rated PG for language and some the-
matic elements. Running time: 99 minutes)

‘Blg Fish’ reels in a winner

i BY DAN DUNN

Special to the Daily Press

With “Big Fish,” Tim Burton has exor-
cized the “Planet Of The Apes” demon.
Whereas the latter was a very un-
Burtoneque disaster that no doubt shocked
his devotees, the former is a remarkable
return to form for the auteur who brought us
such wonderfully imaginative fare as
“Edward Scissorhands,” “Beetlejuice” and
“Ed Wood.” In fact, “Big Fish” — based on

: the popular novel by Daniel Wallace — may

be Burton’s most ambitious film to date in
that he manages to fuse his flair for the fan-
tastic with a very real, very accessible story
of an adult son’s desire to reconnect with his
estranged, dying father. Shot almost entirely
in the river-laden sticks of central Alabama
near the actual setting of Wallace’s stories,
“Big Fish” is an amazing looking film
thanks to the combined talents of Burton
and Academy Award-winners Dennis

i Gassner (production designer) and Philippe
: Rousselot (director of photography).

And the acting ain’t bad, either. Albert
Finney is in top form as Edward Bloom, a
man who has spent a lifetime spinning tall
tales, much to the chagrin of his skeptical
son Will (a very good Billy Crudup), a just-
the-facts-please reporter who fled to Paris
to avoid the father he feels he never really
knew. Will returns home to Alabama to be
by his dying dad’s side, and is once again
regaled with wild stories about Edward’s

i oversized life as a young man (Ewan

McGregor). McGregor’s resemblance to a
young Finney is uncanny, and he more than

Albert Finney and Jessica Lange
in “Big Fish.”

compliments the elder actor’s masterful
turn with is best performance since
“Trainspotting.” Jessica Lange is, as
always, a joy as Edward’s loving wife. :
Alison Lohman fills that role in the flash- :
back/fantasy sequences, which include
excellent supporting appearances by
Helena Bonham Carter, Danny DeVito and
the fabulous Steve Buscemi as a poet
turned bankrobber.

“Big Fish” goes unabashedly over the
top, which some may find a bit tiresome.
Heck, at times it’s downright schmaltzy.
But it’s Christmas, after all, and if you’re
willing to lose yourself for a few hours in a
surrealist fish story, well, it’s hard to imag- :
ine anything better than what Burton has :
conceived here.

(Rated PG-13, for a fight scene, some
images of nudity and a suggestive refer-
ence. Running time: 125 minutes)

MONDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL

$3 Pints — 1/2 Price on Appetizers During Games

SPORTS GRILL
(Next to 14 below)

8 TVs * 2 Big Screens
Pop-a-shot * 3 Pool Tables

ALL LAKERS &
KINGS GAMES!

12 Different Beers on Tap

$3 Pints

Authentic Philly Cheese Steaks,
Burgers and More!

Happy Hour 5-7 M-F

*Burger, Fries
& Pint — *62= '

1333 Santa Monica Bivd.
(corner of 14th and Santa Monica)
(310) 899-0076

Lunch-Time Delivery Available

Open Weekends @ 9am

Showing All NHL & NFL/College Games

227_pomic Punks—
New vears IF€Gd ZeNelin

Breakfast Specials

Buy One at Regular Price & Get the 2nd I

of equal or lesser value for FREE' |

With Coupon. Expires 12/31/03

Wheres Moo

Next door to Over/Under ¢ (310) 451-5040 * www.l4below.com /
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Westside I

Can the American Dream Downpayment Act help the state?

DAYS ON
THE MARKET

By Jodi Summers

In the middle of the 19th century there
were as few as 700 people living in what was
to become the state of California. In 2003, the
U.S. Census Bureau declared that California
is still the most populous state in the nation
with 35.5 million people, an increase of over
a half million people since 2002.

Our continued growth impacts our housing
crisis. In 2004, our state’s median home price
is expected to climb 13 percent to $414,000.
What is a first time homebuyer to do?

“Some of the things the governor has
signaled looking at was infill development
and attached housing in order to all create
an affordable product without being in con-
flict with environmental rules of preserving
open space,” predicted Jon Ross, legislative
counsel for the California Mortgage
Bankers Association.

And, in its own small way, the federal
government is trying to help. On Dec. 16,
President George W. Bush signed the
American Dream Downpayment Act, a
new program that provides grants to help
first time homebuyers with downpayment

and closing costs. The proposal authorizes
$200 million for the program for fiscal year
2004. The rhetoric was strong:

“Today we are taking action to bring
many thousands of Americans closer to the
great goal of owning a home,” said President
Bush. “These funds will help American fam-
ilies achieve their goals, strengthen our com-
munities, and our entire nation.”

And even more was said:

“This is a good day for thousands of
families who have only dreamed about
sharing in the American dream of home-
ownership,” said Housing and Urban
Development Acting Secretary Alphonso
Jackson. “Not only will this law allow thou-
sands of hard working Americans to unlock
the door to homeownership, it will also help
close the gap that separates minority house-
holds from the rest of the country when it
comes to owning a home to call their own.”

How can the American Dream
Downpayment Act work for California? A
recent California Association of Realtors
study indicated that only 23 percent of
California households were able to afford a
median-priced home. The minimum
income needed to buy that home is
$93,490. Nationally, a minimum of $40,990
in annual income was needed to purchase a
median-price home, which cost $177,500 in
August of 2003.

According to American Dream
Downpayment Act, the maximum down-

payment grant is $10,000 or 6 percent of the
purchase price of the home. Know anyone
whose got a home to sell for under
$150,000? It’s expected that the new legis-
lation will provide an average of $7,500 in
down payment and closing cost assistance
to help first-time homebuyers with annual
incomes that do not exceed 80 percent of
the area median income. (Or anyone earn-
ing under $75,000 in California.)

It’s a nice holiday gift, but should have
marginal impact here in Santa Monica
where the average cost of a single family
home is in the neighborhood of $1.2 mil-
lion, and the average 20 percent down pay-
ment on such a property is nearly $250,000.
Closing costs are around 3 percent.

The objective of the American Dream
Downpayment Act is to lower closing costs
by approximately $700 per loan in order to
stimulate home ownership for all
Americans. The government would like to
increase the home ownership rate, especial-
ly among minority groups, who have lower
rates of home ownership.

Grants will be made to state and local gov-
ernments through HUD’s Home Investment
Partnership program. Families interested in
applying for grants should contact their state
or local housing agency, or check out
www.hud.gov <http:/www.hud.gov>.

The American Dream Downpayment Act
includes two other important provisions. It
will increase Federal Housing

Administration loan limits for the construc-
tion of multi-family housing in high-cost
areas. The aim is to increase private con-
struction of affordable rental housing in
major urban areas like Boston, New York,
Los Angeles and San Francisco. The per-unit
maximum loan limit would increase from
$194,190 to $218,465, which means the per-
unit loan limit for a typical two-bedroom
apartment in a high-cost urban area would
rise from $136,749 to $153,843. If we can
keep litigation costs and local government
construction fees to a minimum, maybe we
can address the local housing crisis.

Second, the American Dream
Downpayment Act provides a technical
correction to the FHA’s adjustable-rate
mortgage program that aims to make the
product more available to consumers.

The National Low Income Housing
Coalition is concerned that the administra-
tion’s emphasis on homeownership comes
at the expense of a complete national hous-
ing policy. But rental rates aren’t an issue
unless you own units. Apartment rents are
falling nationwide, and the 9.9 percent
national vacancy rate is the highest since
records began in 1956. Cause and effect:
The more families that buy homes, the
more rental properties on the market.

(For your real estate needs, e-mail Jodi
Summers at jodis@boardwalkrealty.com,
or call (310) 309-4219).

SANTA MONICA RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS

602 20TH ST
SqFt: N/A

Sold Date

12/15/2003
615 KINGMAN AVE
SqgFt: 2,000
Lot Size: 4,660 Sold Price: $0
721 GEORGINA AVE
SqFt: 3,025

Sold Date
12/19/2003

Sold Date
12/18/2003
2727 ARIZONA AVE
SqFt: N/A

Sold Date
12/18/2003

2415 31ST ST
Sold Date SqFt: 2,040
12/16/2003
610 18TH ST

SqFt: 2,283

Sold Date
12/17/2003

SANTA MONICA 90402
List Price: $1,995,000
Lot Size: 8,938  Sold Price: $1,960,000
SANTA MONICA 90402
List Price: $1,699,000

SANTA MONICA 90402
List Price: $2,195,000
Lot Size: 9,800 Sold Price: $2,205,000 Poo Bath: 5
SANTA MONICA 90404
List Price: $679,000
Lot Size: 3,197 Sold Price: $700,000
SANTA MONICA 90405
List Price: $839,500

Lot Size: 5,998  Sold Price: $830,000
SANTA MONICA 90402
List Price: $1,535,000
Lot Size: 8,938 Sold Price: $1,500,000

Bed: 4
Bath: 4

Sold Date
12/18/2003

SqFt: N/A

Bed: 3
Bath:

Sold Date
12/16/2003

SqFt: N/A

734 25TH ST
SqFt: 6,000
Lot Size: 8,698

Bed: 4

Sold Date
12/16/2003

Sold Date
12/19/2003

SqFt: 966
HOD: $225

Sold Date
12/19/2003

SqFt: 1,009
HOD: $203
1934 IDAHO AVE
SqFt: 1,526
HOD: $250

Sold Date

Bath: 2 12/19/2003

933 25TH ST SANTA MONICA 90403
List Price: $1,295,000
Lot Size: 8,350 Sold Price: $1,385,000
644 SAN LORENZO ST
List Price: $2,725,000
Lot Size: 8,240 Sold Price: $2,782,190 Pool Bath: 4.5
SANTA MONICA 90402
List Price: $3,400,000
Sold Price: $3,400,000
1440 23RD ST #322 SANTA MONICA 90404
List Price: $395,989
Sold Price: $416,000
441 RAYMOND AVE #5 SANTA MONICA 90405
List Price: $429,000
Sold Price: $442,000

List Price: $675,000
Sold Price: $670,000

M) ProPERTY O THE weEK

Bed: 3
Bath: 2
SANTA MONICA 90402
Bed: 5

Sold Date
12/16/2003

Sold Date
12/16/2003

Sold Date
12/15/2003

Bed: 2
Bath: 2

Sold Date
12/19/2003

Bed: 2

Sold Date
12/16/2003

SANTA MONICA 90403
Bed: 3
Bath: 2.5

828 STH ST #2

937 5TH ST #2
SqFt: N/A

2306 ARIZONA AVE
SqFt: 1,217
HOD: $121
1137 26TH ST #B_ SANTA MONICA 90403
SqFt: 781
HOD: $195
Jodi Summers at Boardwalk Realty

310.309.4219 - jodis@boardwalkrealty.

SANTA MONICA 90403

SqFt: 644 List Price: $399,000 Bed: 1
HOD: $174 Sold Price: $364,500 Bath: 1
914 LINCOLN BL #306 SANTA MONICA 90403
SqFt: 928 List Price: $419,000 Bed: 2
HOD: $283 Sold Price: $424,000 Bath: 1.5

SANTA MONICA 90403
List Price: $529,900
Sold Price: $530,000
SANTA MONICA 90404

List Price: $459,000 Bed: 3
Sold Price: $448,000

Bed: 3

List Price: $385,000
Sold Price: $375,000

804 NAVY

T., SANTA MONICA 90405

T —]

West of Lincoln 1909 traditional home, same owner almost
40 years. 2 car garage from rear. Well-located with ocean
breezes, just bring your contractor. Open Tuesday 11/4 11-
2. Property sold as-is, in present condition, no termite.

$569,000

Boardwalk Realty, Jodi Summers
310.392.1211 - jodis@boardwalkrealty.com

Got hot property?

s g

We want to know about it.
Give us a call.

310.458.7737
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Commercial real estate market shows signs of tightening

IN YOUR
SPACE

By Christina S. Porter

Each quarter my company, NAI Capital
Commercial, generates a market report.
Below is our company’s interpretation of
the implications of the significant trends in
commercial real estate for the West Los
Angeles office market.

“West Los Angeles commands the high-
est rental rates in the Los Angeles Basin. It
has a large concentration of high-profile
firms (including those in entertainment,
computer programming and finance), and is

in the midst of some of the most exclusive
residential neighborhoods in the nation. It
has a large office base, with 49.4 million
square feet. It is a relatively young market,
with 57 percent of its space built since 1980.
It also is moderately dense, with 62 percent
of its space in mid-or high-rise buildings.
Net absorption turned positive in West
Los Angeles (+279,900 square feet) in
early 2003, for the first time in more than
two years. In 2001, net absorption was 1.9
million square feet, and in 2002 it was 1.2
million square feet. It appears as though the
implosion of the dot.com and entertain-
ment sectors may finally be ending.
Unfortunately, a large amount of new
space came on-line during the first half of
2003 (1 million square feet), including the
775,000-square-foot MGM tower in

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE PROPERTIES LEASED OR SOLD

SOLD/LEASED

April '04 Santa Monica Blvd
July '04 Broadway
January '04 Arizona
December '03 Broadway

June '04 26th Street

March '04 Colorado

$2.35FS 9,500
$2.65 FS 19,500
$3.25 FS 2,368
$2.55 nnn 10,242
Not Available 52,000
$3.20 FS 28,500

- AL

Internet Connections

always on,

always fast

“ Sip€e LA Bridge installed
DSL at my home, | have
found the flexibility

to use the Internet in

a\whole new way.”

—Bill_Foster,
Apple Computer

each account includes:
Internet connection

support
« over 4000 worldwide dial-up

locations for laptop users who
travel. (a metered service)

786k to 7.1M Now Available

LABridsge
Internet

Sign-up online at LABridge.com or call 310.228.3626 x3

DID YOU KNOW?:

Century City. This caused vacancy rates to
continue to climb, despite the positive net
absorption. Vacancy rates reached 18.6
percent, up very sharply from 17.5 percent
six months ago and 15.1 percent 12 months
ago. Asking rental rates continued to drop,
although at a much slower pace than in
2001 and 2002. They were down just $0.02
or 1 percent relative to where they were at
year-end 2002.

Fortunately, there is currently no con-
struction activity under way. This will
enable market conditions to now start tight-
ening. The strengths of the westside are
considerable — a very highly skilled labor
force, high levels of amenities, access to
executive housing and concentrations of
cutting-edge entertainment and profession-
al-service firms.”

As hot as the investment market has
been, a good cash flow has been hard to
find. As market conditions “start tighten-
ing” the returns on your investments will,
of course, increase. If you own investment
office property, hopefully you have signed
relatively short leases in order to take
advantage of a higher demand for office
space in the near future. If you are a tenant
in this market, hopefully you have locked
in a long term lease and taken advantage of
the soft leasing market that is slowly com-
ing to an end.

I think we all have a lot to look forward
to in 2004. Happy New Year!

(Christina S. Porter is a senior associ-
ate at NAI Capital Commercial Real
Estate, where she specializes in leasing
and selling office and industrial buildings.)

BOB GABRIEL INSURANCE

Providing Professional & Personalized Service Since 1936

f| m Auto Experts
m Homeowners

m Workers Compensation m Group & Individual Health

Representing “A” rated companies
including MERCURY INSURANCE

California survey shows Mercury Insurance Auto
rates to be the most competetive in this area.

m Life, Disability & Pension

m Commercial & Business

Phone Quotes Available

We encourage you to visit the Santa
Monica Historical Society Museum —
The Archives of Santa Monica.
1539 Euclid (310) 395-2290

2325 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica

310.829.0305

Countrywide can show you the way home.

At Countrywide, we streamline the home loan process, so

you can close faster and

easier than you ever thought

| possible. In fact, we often close in 10 days or less.

Steve Danziger
Branch Manager

Santa Monica, CA 90401
(310) 434-1800

Steve_Danzigenf@Countrywide.com

o Fast up-front approval ®
* As little as no- to low.down payment options available
° Local decision makers with the power to say “YES™

We've already helped over 2 million Americans move into a

home of their own, VWe would like 1o help you next

100 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 600

HOME LOANS
Easy. Really.

The Callifornia State Parks are the largest landowner within the

recreation area, with some 42,000 acres. The National Park Service controls about 21,500 acres.
There are some 6,000 additional acres of private recreation and local public parklands. When
acquisition is complete, some 50,000 acres will still remain in private ownership.
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Ane’s Parish Com,
invites you this season

o\ .
to its
Liturgical Celebrations

un it_y

Schedule of Masses

N

December 24th

4:00 p.m. — English
5:30 p.m. — English (Children’s Mass)
12:00 a.m. — Bilingual (Midnight Mass)

December 25th
10:00 a.m. — English
11:30 a.m. — Spanish

2011 Colorado Avenue
Santa Monica
(310) 829-4411

AA OLYMPIC
Self Storage

Serving Santa Monica and West L.A.

ths FREE Rent

2 NMon R EE LOCK

OPEN 7 DAYS

Call About
FREE Truck
Rental Plan

8 v
(310)829-252S

MEMBER
3250 OLYMPIC BLVD.  www.selfstorage.net/aaolympic

| -

NATIONAL

Nation’s security increases
amid heightened alert

BY BRAD FOSS

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — In ways big and
small, obvious and opaque, already tight
security has been fortified at transporta-
tion and energy facilities nationwide in
response to government warnings that al-
Qaida could attack this holiday season.

Bomb-sniffing canine units were added
at Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky Inter-
national Airport, maritime patrols were aug-
mented near power plants that border Lake
Erie, and more officers than usual were acti-
vated along the U.S.-Canadian border.

U.S. officials said Tuesday they also
have received information from a credible
source about an al-Qaida threat against oil
interests in Alaska, which they have not
fully corroborated. Still, officials were
treating the information seriously and
have taken extra security precautions.

Similar defenses have been increased
around key bridges, tunnels, seaports and
landmarks, as well as chemical facilities
and other places that may be vulnerable to
attack. Other layers of protection likely
have been in place since Sunday, when
the national security level was bumped up
to orange, which is “high” alert, from yel-
low, or “elevated,” security experts said.

“There's going to be a menu of visible
and invisible measures that are imple-
mented,” said Brian Jenkins, research
associate at the Mineta Transportation
Institute at San Jose State University and
a special adviser to the Rand Corp., a
California-based think tank.

Among the covert steps likely taken,
Jenkins said, are an increase in the num-
ber of air marshals, particularly on flights
arriving from overseas, undercover sur-
veillance around airports and more fre-
quent air patrols near major cities.

There are some concerns about mis-
siles being fired at planes taking off or
landing, Jenkins said.

President Bush said the government
was doing its best to protect the country
and advised citizens “to go about their
lives.”

“But as they do so, they need to know
that governments at all levels are working
as hard as we possibly can to protect the
American citizens,” Bush said in a state-
ment.

The fact that it's the holiday season
partly drove the decision to raise the alert.
During this time of year, many people are
distracted and traveling, and several gath-
er at events like football games and New
Year's celebrations.

However, authorities also said the
move was based on specific, corroborated
intelligence that al-Qaida may soon try to
pull off an attack in multiple places to
cause mass casualties.

White House spokesman Scott
McClellan said such an attack could
eclipse that of Sept. 11, 2001, which left
nearly 3,000 people dead.

U.S. intelligence and law enforcement
officials, speaking on condition of

anonymity, said that they did not have any
specifics about a potential method, loca-
tion or time of any attack. They noted that
in light of the Sept. 11 attacks, aviation
could be a prime possibility.

“We know, tragically, they turned four
airplanes into missiles,” Homeland
Security Secretary Tom Ridge told
reporters after a meeting of President
Bush's Homeland Security Council.

Defense Department officials said they
were launching more military air patrols
over major cities, but they would provide
no details. Other government sources said,
however, that New York, Washington and
Los Angeles were likely choices.

The Transportation Security Admin-
istration, the federal agency charged with
protecting air travelers, would not discuss
its planning at a detailed level, other than
to confirm that vehicle inspections and
parking restrictions have increased at air-
ports and that Coast Guard patrols have
been added near airports bordering oceans
and lakes.

“We're putting all hands on deck,” TSA
spokesman Darrin Kayser said, adding
that parking restrictions may require trav-
elers to park a little farther away than they
might normally.

The Nuclear Energy Institute, which
represents the owners of more than 100
reactors in 31 states, said the power indus-
try is coordinating with law enforcement
and intelligence agencies and has 7,000 of
its own patrolmen at the ready.

“Really, it's a paramilitary security
force,” said Steve Kerekes, a spokesman
for the group.

In addition, cargo planes and flights
originating overseas were of special con-
cern in the latest warning.

To defend against another airborne
attack, baggage and passenger screeners are
working overtime at airports, and their
managers have come out from behind the
scenes to work the front lines, the TSA said.

The TSA also reminded travelers that it
needs help, broadcasting messages over
loudspeakers at airports and train stations
that urge Americans to report any suspi-
cious activity or unattended luggage.

The Coast Guard, meanwhile, cau-
tioned boaters to avoid off-limits areas
near power plants and to keep their eyes
peeled for suspicious activity.

Amtrak said police officers are ran-
domly riding and inspecting trains and that
patrols have been beefed up inside stations
and along platforms. Some baggage is also
being checked, a spokesman said.

The Air Transport Association, which
represents the country's major airlines,
has urged travelers to arrive two hours
before domestic or international flights
and to check all bags in order to expedite
the screening process.

Although commercial flight procedures
have not changed as a result of the raised
terror-threat level, the Federal Aviation
Administration has imposed stricter rules
for private pilots flying in and out of air-
ports near the nation's capital.
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Reindeer games: Caribou
herd still endangered

BY NICHOLAS K. GERANIOS

Associated Press Writer

SPOKANE, Wash. — Despite 20
years of recovery efforts, the last wild
herd of woodland caribou in the Lower 48
states continues to struggle for survival.

Only 41 of the caribou, a close relative
of the reindeer, were counted in the 2003
annual census within the greater Selkirk
Mountains north of Spokane.

This caribou herd was listed as endan-
gered by the federal government in 1983,
and remains under pressure from loss of
habitat and predation by cougars.

“The population of caribou has been
stable for a couple of years now,” said
Tom Buckley of the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service in Spokane.

But the herd is not self-sustaining and
the number of caribou remains low
despite transplants brought in by wildlife
officials. Between 1987 and 1998, 113
caribou from other regions were brought
to the Selkirks. Without the transplants,
the herd would already be extinct,
researchers contend.

Importing caribou from Canada and
Alaska into the Selkirks has not been as
successful as wildlife officials hoped.
Some of animals left the ecosystem and
moved north. Others were killed by pred-
ators, were poached or died of unknown
causes, officials said.

Scientists believe the herd must reach
200 caribou to survive on its own for the
long term. They estimate that, historically,
the herd had 200 to 400 animals.

There is no deadline for removing the
animals from the endangered species list,
said Fish and Wildlife scientist Suzanne
Audett.

Mountain caribou were once found
across the northern tier of the United
States, from Washington to New England.
But logging and other human encroach-
ment wiped out their habitat. Now they
are limited to a remote area of the Idaho
Panhandle, northeastern Washington and
southern British Columbia.

For a time in the 1990s the Selkirk herd
was being devastated by a rising cougar
population. But wildlife managers in the
United States and British Columbia suc-
cessfully reduced the number of cougars in
the recovery area in recent years, Buckley
said. That has reduced the number of cari-
bou killed by the mountain lions.

Focus is now shifting to habitat issues.

Logging of old growth forests is hurt-
ing the caribou, because their winter diet is
almost exclusively lichens that only grow
on those tree branches, Buckley said.

It takes about 50 years for trees to grow
tall enough to be above the snow line and
support lichens. Another 50 years are
needed before the lichens are abundant
enough for caribou to eat.

Rein Atteman of The Lands Council, a
Spokane-based environmental group, said
more old-growth forest needs to be
reserved for the caribou.

“The adult survival rate is higher in
those tracts of old growth,” Atteman said.
“We are asking for the entire Selkirk
Mountain range on the U.S. side, includ-
ing state land in Idaho, to be set aside,”

Just as important is restricting logging,
motorized vehicle use and other human
encroachment on caribou habitat, he said.
Also, deer, elk and moose are competing
with caribou for food in the region, and
their numbers may need to be reduced,
environmentalists contend.

In 1994, the goal of 50 caribou in the
recovery area was set.

“The adult survival rate
is higher in those tracts of
old growth. We are asking

for the entire Selkirk
Mountain range on the U.S.
side, including state land in

Idaho, to be set aside.”

— REIN ATTEMAN
The Lands Council

“The recovery team is still short on that
goal,” Atteman said.

Environmentalists worry the animals
are on their way to extinction, Atteman
told the International Mountain Caribou
Technical Committee meeting earlier this
month in Spokane.

Researcher  Rob  Weiglus  of
Washington State University told the
committee his studies found that cougar
numbers in the recovery area have
declined, from 1.5 cougars per 100-square
kilometers to 1 per 100 square kilometers.

But at the same time, Heiko Wittmer of
the University of British Columbia said
habitat continues to become fragmented.
Woodland caribou do poorly when forests
are cut up into small parcels by roads or
by logging operations, he said.

Caribou do not reproduce very quickly.
The females do not breed until they are
about 3 1/2 years old and produce only one
calf every other year. The reproduction rate
is among the lowest of the deer family.

When the time for birth nears, a preg-
nant cow will leave the lower elevation
where food is abundant and travel to steep,
snowy ridges to have her calf. It is believed
that this behavior occurs to avoid predators.

But it exposes the vulnerable calves to
rain, snow, cold and winds. Only about
three calves out of 10 survive each year.

Male caribou live about seven to eight
years. Females live slightly longer, to 10
or more years.

Recovery of caribou within the Selkirk
Mountains is a cooperative effort of agen-
cies from Washington and Idaho, the U.S.
government and the British Columbia
Ministry of Environments.

Press in your neighborho
suggestions. (310) 458-PRESS (7
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(310) 4539677
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Real Estate Services

oceanparkhomes.com

(310)
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Please send letters to:

Santa Monica Daily Press: Att. Edito
1427 Third Street Promenade Suitg
Santa Monica, CA 90401
sack@smdp.com
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Mexican illegals choose to stay in U.S.

BY JUSTIN PRITCHARD

Associated Press Writer

Migrant workers who once crossed the
border each spring from Mexico and
returned south for the holidays at home
are more likely than ever to spend
Christmas in the United States.

It is a sea change in a once predictable
migratory flow — and an unintended con-
sequence of U.S. immigration policy that
aims to keep people out by investing bil-
lions of dollars in beefier border security.

The new reality is clear in Northern
California's  Napa  Valley, where
farmhands once packed for Mexico after
harvesting prized wine grapes. The vines
are now bare, but many workers are still
kicking around for odd jobs and finding
refuge at the Rev. John Brenkle's St.
Helena Roman Catholic Church.

“It's supposed to keep people out,”
Brenkle said of more muscular border
security, “but it's locking people in, no
question about it.”

It was once hard to find Mexican work-
ers in December. Now sign-up lists for an
odd-jobs program are twice as long as
usual. This year, for the first time, the
church has set up eight men in a donated
trailer.

From Nebraska to Alabama and across
the West — in states where Mexicans
have come as cheap labor — word is the
same: This year, Christmas will be spent
in the United States.

Population researchers in both coun-
tries say the phenomenon was building
before the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks

prompted a further crackdown on the
U.S.-Mexico border, making the crossing
more dangerous and expensive. Getting
back to Mexico is easy, but the harder
road north has caused migrants to delay
trips home out of fear they won't be able
to return to the United States.

In the year leading up to Sept. 11,
2001, the average undocumented migrant
worker stayed just under a year, according
to a large survey by one Mexican think
tank. The most recent figures, from 2002,
show the average stay surpassed 70 weeks
— the longest since the Tijuana-based
Colegio de la Frontera Norte began its
study in 1993. Even legal workers saw a
similar increase in stay, to about 45
weeks.

“It is not the desire of Mexican migrant
workers to stay,” said Rodolfo Cruz
Pineiro, a researcher on the survey. “If
they can cross the border without any
problem, they would come one or two
times a year.”

Garrison Courtney, a spokesman for
U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement, said agents in the field have
noticed a drop in the number of annual
returnees.

Christmas is a focal point of Catholic
Mexico, where towns all but abandoned
during the American growing and con-
struction seasons reanimate as workers
return laden with gifts and money.

While workers continue to send cash,
they are less likely to send themselves.

Investigators at the Inter-American
Development Bank tracked the $9.3 bil-
lion Mexican workers sent home in 2001.

PBritammia Pub

A Great Place To Anchor

Great Food... Great Cocktails...Great Crew... GREAT FUN!!

English Premier Soccer League * All NFL Games “Always Live”

Full Bar * Restaurant ® Live Music ® International Sporting Event * Heated Patio

KARAOKE! Tuesday, Thursday,
Saturday & Sundays = No Cover

318 Santa Monica Blvd. - Santa Monica

310-458-5350 * www.britanniapub.com

They had expected to see the flow to slow
that fall as people hoarded cash during
uncertain times. In fact, the bank's surveys
showed a surge in remittances. The expla-
nation: Money for plane tickets was wired
home instead.

The reasons for the shift go beyond the
border crackdown, according to American
and Mexican researchers. A wobbly U.S.
economy means Mexican workers might
stay longer to reach their savings target;
the deterioration of subsistence farming in
rural Mexico weakens the pull home;
Mexican workers have fanned out to
states thousands of miles from the
Southwest border, making a trip home
more journey than jaunt; Mexicans now
work in factories and construction, jobs
that are less tied to seasons; and single
men once dispatched to provide for their
extended family have sent for their wives
and children, making a return trip less
pressing and more expensive.

Around 10 percent of Mexican workers
returned in 2000 — down from more than
20 percent in 1997, according to Public
Policy Institute of California researcher
Belinda Reyes.

During those three years, as tighter
security in California and Texas funneled
crossers into the deadly deserts of
Arizona, deaths surged from 129 to 491
Mexican crossers, according to Mexican
consulates that send their bodies home.

Deaths have since ebbed yet remain
three times higher than when the border
crackdown revved up six years ago. The
number of illegal crossers apprehended
has also fallen, but in 2003 stood at near-
ly 1 million — a historically high number
that suggests increased security has not
deterred Mexican migration.

Because crossing is harder, hiring a
human smuggler is more expensive. The
$1,500 average is a fortune for workers
whose wages in Mexico average a 10th of
the United States. And the shift to more
remote routes makes the work of bandits
easier.

“You play with your life like dice in
your hand,” said one Mexican-born work-
er named Roberto with a flick of the wrist.

Roberto, 41, lives in his van around
San Francisco and waits on corners to
score $8-an-hour jobs, mostly in construc-
tion.

Until the crackdown, he returned to
Mexico regularly. Now he speaks of the
border as despair and desperation.

“You feel it,” he said. “People are
afraid.”

In Nebraska, the Rev. Damian Zuerlein

S neriversa g

Pallection

for holidays

ministers to Omaha's Mexicans, many of
them employed in meatpacking. He hasn't
seen the statistics, but he has seen the
change.

A few years ago, Christmas midnight
mass attracted about 100 parishioners.
Last year, more like 500 people came.

“I hear it over and over again. They're
telling me they're not going home,”
Zuerlein said. “There is a little sadness,
and you can kind of see that at the mid-
night mass.”

In Alabama, the story is the same.

“They say, 'No, now it's more danger-
ous. I don't want to leave my kids here,”
said Hernan Prado, head of the Alabama
Latin American Association.

Prado cites Spanish-language news
beamed by satellite television into even
packed, hardscrabble shacks. Reports
from the border are inevitably grim: more
than a dozen crossers die together, traf-
fickers exchange gunfire after stealing
each other's human cargo.

And then there are the Border Patrol
agents with more technology than ever to
intercept crossers. The government bud-
geted $9 billion for border protection in
the current fiscal year, up $400 million
from last year. The number of Border
Patrol agents along the U.S.-Mexican line
rose from 8,500 in 2000 to at least 9,500
today

Miguel Escobar Valdez is the Mexican
consul in the border town of Douglas,
Ariz. Escobar, who has arranged for the
bodies of dozens of crossers to be
returned, said he understand why Mexican
migrants are staying north.

“They're going to be yearning for their
homeland,” he said. “But first things
come first — a job and the possibility of
working and earning some money to send
back.”

Across the small checkpoint, in the
Mexican town of Agua Prieta, Miguel
Garcia Romero sits in a public park and
wishes he could return to the sheep-herd-
ing job in Ogden, Utah that paid him $900
a month. He went home to see his family
but he has been trying for two weeks to
cross back, only to be caught by the
Border Patrol and marched back to
Mexico.

Garcia, 43, is trying to scrounge money
to buy a bus ticket back to his home state
of Chihuahua.

If only he could make it back to Utah,
he said, he would stay as long as he could
— and his wife and three children would
know he made it because of the money he
would send back every month.
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Troops tighten security in Baghdad

By The Associated Press

BAGHDAD, Iraq — U.S. forces arrested eight rebel
suspects in a stronghold of anti-American resistance
northwest of Baghdad, the military said Tuesday, as
troops tightened security against possible attacks over
the Christmas holidays.

Those arrested include an ex-colonel accused of
recruiting guerrillas and four suspected associates of fugi-
tive former Vice President Izzat Ibrahim al-Douri, who is
believed to have a leading role in Iraq’s insurgency.

Three soldiers of the U.S.-led coalition died Monday.
Two U.S. soldiers and an Iraqi translator were killed by
a roadside bomb in Baghdad. A Polish soldier died when
a fellow soldier’s gun fired accidentally in Babylon,
south of Baghdad, hours after a visit by Poland’s
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President Aleksander Kwasniewski.

In Mosul, the largest city in northern Iraq, gunmen
fatally shot a judge, Youssef Murad, in his car. The
assailants escaped.

South Korea is planning to send 3,000 troops to join
460 military medics and engineers already in Iraq,
media reports from Seoul said Tuesday. That deploy-
ment, for nine months from April 1, would make the
South Korean contingent the third largest in the 26-
nation coalition after the United States and Britain.

Israeli raid kills five

By The Associated Press

GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip — An Israeli raid on a
Gaza refugee camp killed five Palestinians Tuesday in a
flare-up of violence that came just hours after a high-
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Designer Resale

310.451.2277

level Egyptian peace mission to Israel.

The one-day visit Monday by Egyptian Foreign
Minister Ahmed Maher was marred by a confrontation
with Palestinian extremists at the Al Agsa Mosque,
Islam’s third-holiest site.

Israel had told Maher earlier it would abide by a
cease-fire with the Palestinians, though it would not sign
a truce with militant groups.

Early Tuesday, about 40 Israeli tanks and armored
vehicles entered the Rafah refugee camp on the Gaza-
Egypt border, Palestinians said. Five Palestinians,
including at least three civilians, were killed and 41
other people were wounded by Israeli gunfire, hospital
officials said.

As part of Egypt’s efforts to broker a cease-fire in the
conflict, Maher met with Israeli officials Monday. On
his return to Egypt early Tuesday, he said he was
undaunted by the confrontation.

During the confrontation, Maher appeared shaken as
bodyguards and Israeli police whisked him out of the
mosque compound, while protesters shouted and hurled
shoes — a deep insult in Islamic culture.

Israeli rescue workers treated him for a half hour
before he was transferred by limousine to Jerusalem’s
Hadassah Hospital. He was released five hours after the
incident and flew home.

Anthrax vaccinations in question

By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A court ruling against forcing
soldiers to take anthrax vaccinations raises the question
of whether officials should reconsider the punishments
given those who refused the shots.

Ruling that some use of the vaccine is experimental,
a federal judge said Monday that servicemen and
women should not have to take the vaccine unless they
consent.

U.S. District Judge Emmet G. Sullivan said he was
convinced by plaintiffs in a class action suit that the vac-
cine is being “used for an unapproved purpose” — that
is, for exposure to airborne anthrax as well as exposure
through the skin.

More than 900,000 servicemen and women have
received the shots, among the millions of doses of vari-
ous vaccines administered annually to protect troops
against disease and bioterror threats. Hundreds of serv-
ice members have been punished or discharged for
refusing them, according to the Pentagon.

Rep. Christopher Shays, R-Conn., said he will ask the
Defense Department to begin an immediate review of
disciplinary actions taken against service members who
refused the vaccines.

Shays, who conducted hearings on the issue in his
House Government Reform national security subcom-
mittee, said the program “should have been voluntary
from the start.”

Sept. 11 victims seek compensation

By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The midnight deadline for the
families of Sept. 11 victims to seek government com-
pensation was marked by a flurry of last-minute appli-
cations from around the country and exhausted exulta-
tion in a downtown law office.

Just after the deadline expired 12:00 a.m. Tuesday,
the fund’s special master Kenneth Feinberg leaned into
a plain white easel while an assistant in a neighboring
office called out the night’s tally: 2,833 filings from the
families of the dead, and 3,624 from those claiming
injuries.

The official death toll was 2,976 in the 2001 terror
attacks in New York City, the Pentagon and
Pennsylvania, meaning 95 percent of the families of
those killed have now filed with the government pro-
gram.

To date, the average payment has been $1.8 million,
with the highest award, $7.9 million, going to a badly
injured survivor.

Tuesday morning’s numbers mean fewer than 150
families of those killed remain outside the fund, includ-
ing 73 who filed lawsuits against the airlines and other
U.S. entities. Those who accept compensation from the
fund are barred from suing American companies and
agencies for negligence.

DID YOU KNOW?: The Lone Ranger’s mask was made
from the vest of his dead brother Capt. Daniel Reid by Tonto.




Page 16 0 Wednesday, December 24, 2003 0 Santa Monica Daily Press

A

COMICS

The Dinetle Set v, st

Lt e tiir B e L - theds

= e, . 175 CAISE
'\ WE DECTED T2 By
| FEWER ET ARIRE
EAPENTWE FRESEHTS

1T Lorw s BEFUTEL )
DEAR, BUT AL o
samLER. .

b WER £ Batry adon

Lo¥ T L AD S bahelt T2
HEiP THE Gl wWoL! PG F b T E-
ML B CHE LIER . BuT 10 oot
GTE ik BHEST W 2G LT pd
AHE HER S rAUDRA L B RE ¢

Natural Selection®

Reality Check®
By Dave Whammond

CROSSWORD

By Russ Wallace HREE LII—1 EEE
T w8l By THOMAS JOSEPH EGIEE]R EIGESEE
NG H|T[E T) CfK|S
Twaﬁﬁﬁﬁwmﬂﬁw ACROSS M1 Catfish NEE Weld WiEE
STEM CELL THERARY 1Computer  Row FIE|S TIE|R S |D[M
He PINT L. key resident [ HEE i
6 Course 42 Thugs L[C[A D)SggAlA NITIS
aCti".l'it'j." ML ¥ T E|D
10Singer  DOWN Cla|L Qoo 0y FIAIT
Jones 1 Be curt AlD[EITT SPO[NE
1 Foridden  with LINGHITIS TI1 CIK|S
12Without 2 Hiding g £ g _ El: g g 'E ;
Compan out :
13Last kitor 3 Magnetite, Yesterday's answer
14 Slaticnery  farocne 11 Flew tered the
buysa 4 Stadion 15 "Alice” oath o
15 Palegn- groug character 27 Devilhsh
tology 5 Camman 17 Ralph 28 Gallows
topic article Kramdens  features
16 Commo- & Whale pal 29 Clean
tion schools 20 Undoing 30 Fuming
1T st s 17 Anllered 7 More than word 31 Ballet gai-
A DT THEM animal plump 21 Aucton MENts
peaciiA. | waws | 18PNl 8 Join the action 35 Letter
B units network  24'I'm opener
19 Deny 9 Farm unable to 36 Rover's
| 22 Lowly young- compHy” pal
worker sheds 258 Adminis- 38 Trip parl
23 Charged
Jtoms HE'I.III EHBSSWORD BOOK! forc &4 !nﬁ. 2L " o
cpceing Jap st Bapen § 200 ot 3CATE, rlancly, FL S208255 GATS
26 Razed .
29 Commancd
Speed Bump® to Spot
By Dave Coverly 32Cloth
_ piece
33 Pigeon
call
34 Surly
36 Casino
Qame
37 Math
Sompari-
50N
38 Script
makeup
39 GDI‘anEIE Iy
180
40 -Frasier” |’ -
padaeh -

RICHARDS

Tune Up Service

W// Brake Masters

= Air Conditioning

« Tune Ups

= Alternator/Starters
* Foreign & Domestic

All Makes and Models
Fair, Honest Pricing

Free Brake and A/C inspection

310-581-0727

2700 S. Lincoln Blvd » Santa Monica

(across the street from McDonalds)

us\\'\ess | cation
yome Of:a\ Pes\d%;:%%n\ro\
. . . . (o] .
igation ation repalrs
F\;)é\;t Bir -\:?:\c;%ec\'\oﬂs and I

Term!

PEST &TERMITE CONTROL I
(310)829-1827 ||

OFFICES
THROUGHOUT - 10% DISCOUNT I

CALIFORNIA . WITH COUPON
= e = I

Marina del Rey * Santa Monica ¢ Venice

http://www.deweypest.com

12-34

STRONG CD RATE.

WITH AN EVER STRORGER GUARARTEE

s b
kraw you can count.

WE LIVE ‘-.‘E.?I IERE YOU LIVES

2.02%

1NTAR CD

Trow Wilson

L @ 0D TEEAT

THIL Sartn blmin Beasade v

Srp Banis, CA B0HA LINE &, 00 K O,
LATTL STATE Faihd 13 THEREY

i pabiect .
it s A

tekrmal pone b midmiby CarSlvates @ skenstay s o6
T 400 ML 1 o e b v R
AN BOWTOITG L BLODMIBETON, IO = p i 1 o™

e



Santa Monica Daily Press 0 Wednesday, December 24, 2003 0 Page 17

CLASSIFIEDS

S3°° per day.Up to 15 words, 20 cents gach additional word.
Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 15,000.

Santa Wonica Dailp Wress

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative

Employment

For Sale

Furniture

Pets

Boats

Real Estate

Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage

Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

NEWE QY

Wanted

Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos Rent
Houses for Rent

Business Opportunities
Yard Sales

Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals

Obituaries

Roomates
Commerical Lease

$3 - 5K per week income poten-
tial work from home, NOT MLM.
(800)570-3782 Ext. 4020.

AUTO PROFESSIONAL
WANTED:

Looking to get back into the car
business? SANTA MONICA
FORD has a few spots availa-
ble for the right candidate. Call
the Sales Manager at
(310)451-1588

BEAUTY STYLIST'S for new
Fantastic Sams Salon in Santa
Monica. Guarantee 9/hr and up.
(310)890-1222

ITALIAN HOME &
GARDEN FURNISHINGS

Mid-Century Venetian Glass

Antique Line
702 MONTANA AVENUE IN SANTA MONICA
(310) 394-0989
www.PonteV.com

CASHIERS AND Hourly Super-
visor. FT/PT Must be reliable,
excellent customer svc skills &
available weekends. Experi-
ence with Low Carbohydrate di-
ets a plus! Apply in person.Pure
Foods 1820 Wilshire Blvd, SM.
EOE.

EXPERIENCED TELEMARK-
ETERS only. Needed to set ap-
pointments for salvage pick-up
non-profit organization. Work
from home. $400/wk. potential
call Manny (310)753-4909.

FIGURE MODEL wanted. Fit fe-
male model wanted for figure
drawing by artist. No experi-
ence necessary. Call (818)501-
0266

NANNY/HOUSEKEEPER
SEEKS live-in. CDL, local refer-
ences, call Dionne (909)940-
5264.

NEED SECURITY p/t am&pm
for the city of Santa Monica call
(714)531-0555.

SALES: 43 year old Forbes 500
ranked affiliate co. is looking for
sales pros to keep pace with
rising gold market. Top earners
make 200k+. Full benefits. No
cold calling. Draw/comm. Santa
Monica. Visit www.goldline.com
or call (310)319-0313.

WRITER, PROPOSAL/TECH-
NICAL for writing response for
R.F.P’s. B.A. Journalism, Eng-
lish or Communication & certain
tech writing required. WLA loca-
tion. Send resumes to re-
sumes@teampcs.com.

ALL STORE fixtures for sale.
Bel Mondo going out of biz,

1413 Montana Ave. (310)394-
7272.

APPLE IMAC: NEW 17" swivel
screen, 1.25 GHz, panther,
80gb, 256mb, firewire, super-
drive. $1750 (310)919-7654.

ARCADE VIDEO GAMES for
sale (818)252-7175.

2 BEDROOM apartment furni-
ture for sale . For complete de-
scription & details. Call Paul

Lorda (310)395-2558 or
(310)804-0810.

7 PIECE Bedroom Set. All
brand new! Wood sleigh bed,
mattress set, nightstand, and
more. Moving and must sell!
List $2500. Giveaway $795.
(310)350-3814.

CHERRY SLEIGH Bed. Solid
wood. Still in box. List $795.
Sacrifice $295. (310)350-3814

ITALIAN LEATHER Sofa &
Loveseat Brand new, still in
crate from designer home
show. List $3000. Sacrifice
$995. Must sell! Will deliver!
(310)350-3814.

KING DOUBLE Pillowtop Mat-
tress Set. Brand new, brand
name. Must sell! List $895. Sac-
rifice $295. (310)350-3814

QUEEN DOUBLE Pillowtop
Mattress Set. Plush, name
brand, still in plastic. Warranty.
Was $595. Sacrifice $175.
(310)350-3814.

QUEEN ORTHO Mattress Set.
New, still in plastic w/warranty.
Must sell. $125 (310)350-3814.

Vehicles for sale

1995 HONDA Civic LX 4 door,
gray, 96K, great condition
$3900 obo call (310)944-9292.

FOR
SALE

“Classic” 1982
Jeep Wagoneer

Solid Vehicle, Very Reliable,
Custom Seats, CD sounds,
Surf Racks, lots of love
in this Truck.

$2500 FIRM.
(310) 699-7835

DRUM LESSONS in your
home! Great w/children & be-

ginners, first lesson FREE! Call
Tom (310)422-2699.

EXECUTIVE HOUSEKEEPER
looking for permanent live-out
position. 15 yr experience. With
references, bilingual. Have own
transportation,CDL/insured,love
children and animals. (310)895-
0993

 Tordl

OF SANTA MONICA

’02 Ford Explorer Sport
V6, Automatic PW P/L tilt,
CD, Alloys! (ID#54518
STK#P5068) $13,995

'95 Ford Escort
Auto, A/C P/windows,
(ID#213592 - STK#P4698)

’98 Chev Cavalier
4DR, Automatic, A/C, CD
(ID#807680) $3,995

’02 Chev Tahoe L/S
Dual A/C, CD, Dual P/seats,
third seat, alloys, much more!

(ID#193678) $24,895

’01 Ford Expedition
4x4, Dual A/C, Loaded
(LIC#40BR776 - ID#B59858)
$19,995

’02 Ford Explorer XLT
V6, Leather, Rear A/C, Third
seat (LIC#4TRX317 -
ID#A61068) $18,995

PLUS TAX, LICENSE & DOCUMENT
FEE ON ALL VEHICLES

1230 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-451-1588

\__/
INFINITT

of Santa Monica

#’00 BMW X5 4.4i%
Sport Pkg! V8, Loaded, Low
Mileage! BEAUTIFUL! (H02400)

#*’02 Infiniti Q45 Navi*
THE EXECUTIVE RIDE!
All Loaded, Low Miles
(v002529) 3 More Available

#’03 Infiniti G35 Sedan#
DVD Navi, Prem whis, Loaded
(v006982)

7’01 Ford Mustang
CONVERTIBLE! Automatic
2D, Leather, (8837P)

7’02 Audi A8L+*
FULLY LOADED! Premium Whis.
Bose Premium Sound (001079)

#’02 Honda S2000#
4-Cyl. 2.0L VTEC, Leather,
6-Speed, Manuel (8767P)

#’02 Lexus 1S300#

Sport Cross, LOADED! Prem
Wheels, Leather (043651)

%00 Volvo V70 XC AWD #

SE Wagon
2.4L Turbo, Moon, alloys
VALUE PRICED! (v707506)

1401 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-394-1888
infinitiofsantamonica.com

WANTED: SANTA  Monica
Mermaid City Seal as well as
other SM memorobilia. Cash
PAid! (310)780-5719.

GEORGETOWN LAKE MT De-
luxe 4 bdrm overlooking pristine
mountain lake.  Blue ribbon
fishery. Minutes from Jack Nick-
laus golf course. Hike, boat,
swim, horseback ride. Wildlife
galore. Stunning sunset views.
$1200 per week. (310) 899-
3777

YOUR AD
HERE

ADVERTISE!!!

Santa Monica Daily
Press Classifieds

310.458.7737

Lb&l(

LEXUS/VOLKSWAGEN
OF SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

(AR,

2003 INFINITI G35
COUPE 2D

V6, Automatic, Leather,
Moon Roof (206812)
2002 LEXUS IS 300
SPORT CROSS

4D, Hatchback, Moon, Rear
Spoiler, Lthr (042025)

2003 VW BEETLE
GL Turbo Hatchback, 2D,
Automatic (424228)

2000 LEXUS RX 300

4D Sport Utility, Automatic,
Moon, Roof Rack (146978)

2000 VOLKSWAGEN
JETTA GLS

4D Sedan, Automatic,
Moon Roof (089016)

1999 LEXUS LX 470

4D Sport Utility, Automatic,
Leather, Moon (075956)

1100 Santa Monica Blvd

(310) 319-166

@TD OTA

SANTA MANICA

YEAR END BLOW OUTS!
’01 CHEV CAVALIER

Low Miles - Super Economy
(17359142) $6,995

’01 TOYOTA PRIUS
TOYOTA CERTIFIED, Clean
(10036045) $13,995

01 NISSAN GXE
AT, AC, PW, CD & MORE
(16437681) $8,995

’03 TOYOTA
COROLLA LE

TOYOTA CERTIFIED, Loaded
(3Z129771) $13,995

’00 FORD MUSTANG
GT Appearance, Pkg-Nice!
(YF213400) $8,995

’98 4RUNNER LIMITED
Leather, Moonroof & much
More (W0058384) $14,995

’01 TOYOTA WINDSTAR
Super Clean - Loaded
(1BB37955) $9,850

AD EXPIRES 12/30/03
All advertised prices exclude gov-
ernment fees and taxes, any
finance charges, any dealer doc-
ument preparation charges, and
any emission testing charge.

HURRY TO:
832 Santa Monica Bivd.

800-944-4157
LAcarGUYcom

Pay tribute

toa 8
loved one.

i

=

Now offering obituary listings.
For more details call the Daily Press.

0.458.7737 ext. 11
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CLASSIFIEDS

3RD STREET PROMENADE
Apts. Ocean views, remodeled
units 1+1, $1500-$2000, 2+2
$2100-$2500. 1453 3rd Street.
MOVE IN SPECIALS!
(310)862-1000.

(asa Loma Apartment
101 Dudley Ave. Venice

NOW LEASING!

Steps to the beach
Singles and Studios
$695.00 to $1095.00

MOVE IN SPECIAL
FIRST MONTH FREE!
(Requires S.D. & 1 yr. lease)
1-888-399-1166

NEW STUDIO Apartments
available. $1075-$1345.  Six
blocks to beach. Promenade
area! (310)656-0311

SANTA MONCA 1+1, lower, r/s,
gated, carpet, pool,
laundry,parking, elec. included,
$950.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1295/mo.
1232 Harvard.
Beautiful 1 bdrm, 1ba.
Prestigious location, secluded
builiding. Features large
closets, stove, dishwasher,
gated parking.
Owner will consider pets.
Walk to shops, restaurants &
transportation.
(310)717-7963

SANTA MONICA 2+2, carpet,
laundry, new paint, blinds, park-
ing, great building, $1275.
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA 3+2,

bath, hardwood floors, laundry,

remodeled, gated, quiet, $2050.
(310)395-7368

www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA bachelor, up-
per, carpet, laundry, great deal,
utilities included $600.
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA studio, lower,
t/s, in 4-plex, near Wilshire,
parking, utilities included $725.
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

WLA $1390/MO. 2 Bedrooms, 1
bath, hardwood floors, large
kitchen (310)391-8880.

Houses For Rent

SANTA MONICA duplex 1+,
r/s, new carpet, w/d, remodeled,
private, parking, $1100
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA guest house,
furnished, r/s, w/d, quiet, yard,
parking, utilities included,
$1250.
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA triplex, 1+1,
r/s, carpet, yard, remodeled
kitchen, utilities  included,
$1295.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

Roommates

90 DAY RENTAL: SHARE 2+2
NEAR WILSHIRE/6TH. PARK-
ING, UTILITIES, CABLE/IN-
TERNET, $700/MO. START-
ING IN JANUARY. (310)395-
4433 or nicksper@adelphia.net

NON-SMOKING SWF desires
room to rent or studio apart-
ment. Augustchild2@msn.com
(760)409-7376.

SANTA MONICA shared apart-
ment, private room, furnished,
fireplace laundry, month-to-
month. $500.
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA shared house,
private room, t/s, dishwasher,
laundry, utilities included $595.
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

Commercial Lease

e e T e T T
12041
JEFFERSON
BOULEVARD
1350 5.1

x
¥
*
% $1250 month
e
i
i

¥

(3101 827-3873
or
(3231 870-5756

SANTA MONICA
OFFICES

* CHARMING MEDITERRANEAN STYLE
* NEAR PROMENADE - WINDOWS OPEN
* GARDEN COURTYARD BUILDING

+ TELEPHONE SYSTEM INCLUDED

* NEW PAINT AND CARPET

* FURNISHED AVAILABLE

* SHORT OR LONG TERM

* PARKING INCLUDED

*2TO 4 ROOMS

* AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY

310.395.4620

$1450.00 AND UP

MDR SHARE space. New suite,
4 space in small Law Firm. Law
Library, Conference Room, Re-
ceptionist, Copier, DSL, Parking
Available, 90 Freeway close.
Starting at $750. (310)553-
0756.

ENJOY LIFE ON THE 3RD STREET PROMENADE

GREAT LIVE/WORK SPACE

Walk to the Beach @ Pedestrian Lifestyle 4 Beautiful Studio Apts. from $1,100 per month

310-394-9833

*One year lease minimum term. Utilities, Stove, & Refrigerator included.

MAITRCRCLITAM Paritie

SM/OCEAN PARK: room avail-
able in well located Chiropractic
& Acupuncture office 3 days
per/wk  $500/mo.  Jasmine
(310)392-9596.

[ Feal Estate__
F'

S

AGAPE ESTATES
Pride of Ownership
Homes and Units
Realtor and Developer
Call Today
310-745-4847

Buy or Sell Tomorrow

Real Estate Wanted

MOTIVATED BUYER: | buy
houses, any area, any price,
any condition .
Call (310)422-493

[ Massage |

OCEAN THERAPY: nice relax-
ing massage Spanish & Asian
Staff (310)899-3709.

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
Energy balancing. Strictly non-
sexual. Introductory specials
from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, L.M.T.
(310)749-0621

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong
and tender relaxing bodywork
by mature European. Professio-
nal Lady Sonja (310)397-0433.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS! FOOT
AND BACK-WALKING SPE-
CIAL MASSAGE: HOLI-
DAY SPECIAL (EXPIRES
DECEMBER 2003)

ENJOY a really great,
amazing and wonderful full
body massage. Swedish,
deep-tissue. (Platonic only!)
1-4/hrs.  Will come to you.
24/7 Cute, slim, fit, petite
mature chocolate. 14 years
experience. Dolly (310)358-
6535.

OLIVIA FULL body massage.
Smooth, thorough, divinely re-
laxing by beautiful, mature
woman. Professional & licensed
$120/hr. $80/ 1/2 hr. (310)915-
5519.

REVITALIZE & Rejuvenate.
Body, Mind & Spirit with a ther-
apeutic ~ Swedish/Deep-tissue
massage. Laura (310)394-2923
(310)569-0883.

STRONG & SOOTHING Swed-
ish & Deep-Tissue body work.
Only $40/70min. Non-sexual.
Paul: (310)741-1901.

THERAPEUTIC ASIAN mas-
sage $49/hr. 1227 Lincoln #201
Santa Monica (323)630-9506.
Appointment only.

L9

LEASING CENTER

SANTA MONICA

CENTURY WEST PROPERTIES
EXCEPTIONAL WESTSIDE RENTALS

1437 SEVENTH STREET, SUITE 200

COMPLEMENTARY RENTAL LIST &
LEASING CONSULTATION

WALK-INS WELCOME 10AM — 6PM DAILY
(310) 899-9580

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE,
Swedish, Accupressure,
Deep-tissue, Sports Mas-
sage, Reflexology. For apt
call Tracy at (310)435-0657.

Business Opps

LOCAL VENDING route 60 ma-
included, all

chines. Locations
for $10.995. (800)509-7909.

Curves

in Santa Monica
The Power to Amaze Yourself.™

GET 50% OFF THE
SERVICE FEE

oneu valid 7/15/03 thru 11/30/03

itenrollment, minimum. 12 months ¢

o vice fee paid at ime of enrollment,
Not vald wih any oiher offr

1335 B 4th St.
310-917-1371

Have Fun Getting
FIT By the BEACH

Feel Better...Lose Weight...Improve your Health!

Inquire About Our Way to
Wellness Program! Exercise,
Eating & Stress Management ...
All'In One Great Program!

Located at the Loews
Santa Monica Beach Hotel

310-842-5657

www.globalfitnesssolutionsonline.com

' Ocean Oasis
A Wedical Day Spa for Women
Facials * Yoga ¢ Pilates » Therapeutic Massage

(310) 458-8190

Dr. Lisa Masterson, M.D.

1333 Ocean Avenue in Sauta Wonica

TAl CHI/II-CHIUNG classes in
Santa Monica call for info.
(626)429-6360.

Personals

Fast

dater

3 MINLILE tansa
FASTDATER.COM HAS
REVOLUTIONIZED THE WAY
PEOPLE DATE TODAY!
Have you had it with blind dates? Then
FastDater is for you! Participants even
tell us it feels like you are on a game
show — dating finally made fun!
NEXT EVENT:

January 5th @ 7 pm
WORLD CAFE IN SANTA MONICA
P’s Required
LOG ONTO www.fastdater.com

2.2 «1’4 ﬁﬁ‘ 1

wﬂ:’—
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WELCOME TO THE WORLD!

Annhounce the
your hewest fuamily member.

The Suntu Monicu Dudily Press is now running birth anhouncements every Tuesday.
Call Elise DeFord at 310-458-PRESS (7737) x 101 for details.

drrival of
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CLASSIFIEDS

COMMERCIAL

Residential Remodel
HONEST & RELIABLE
FREE ESTIMATES

EREE=m

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

A1 CONSTRUCTION, framing,
drywall, electrical. 30 years in
this area. Free estimate.
(310)475-0497 or (310)415-
7134.

PICTURE FRAMES custom
made by professional (310)980-
2674.

B.C. HAULING clean-up; all
types big truck; hydrolic liftgate
-small truck. No Saturdays.
(310)714-1838.

BEST MOVERS

No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.
Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES for
small businesses and individu-
als. Quickbooks, MYOB and Mi-
crosoft Money. Reasonable
Rates. (310)876-0363.

EXECUTIVE HOUSEKEEPER
looking for permanent live-out
position. 15 yr.experience wi/ref-
erences, bilingual. Have own
transportation CDL/insured,
love children and animals
(310)895-0993.

DENTAL
EMERGENCY?

e Evening hours + emergency services
® Root Canals, Crowns, Veneers

© 20+ years of experience

e UCLA Graduate

e Most insurances accepted

e GCosmetic Dentistry

Dr. David Taft, DDS
310-315-3676

UCLA Parkside Medical

2428 SANTA MONICA BLVD., SUITE 303 + SANTA MONICA

COPPER REPIPE SPECIALIST

LOW WATER PRESSURE? RUSTY
UNSAFE WATER? GETTING SCALDED?
We specialize in Copper Repipe of
private homes & apartments. Call us!
Senior Citizen Discount

FREE Estimates
1-877-379-9455

SOL'S PLUMBING

SR ,
T R
'WATER HEATER

Lic#767143 Bonded & Ins
ALL WORK IS GUARANTEED

ALWAYS A CLEAN QUALITY JOB!

DISCOUN

HARDWOOD
Floors & Molding

Laminate Engineered Floor

$0.89/sq.ft. $1.49/sq.ft.
Bamboo Floor
Solid Oak Prefinish $2.39/sq.t.
SULSIE  yfinished Solid Wood
2300k $0.99/sq.ft

All Pergo, Columbia, Shaw, Bruce, Anderson &
Mohawk floors on sale. All molding & handrails &
stairs part & all prefinish & unfinished flooring sale.
'BEST PRICES IN TOWN.

S00) 984-2925

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,
unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and
other home/office paper
management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL

ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

HEAD SHOTS. Price includes
shoot fee, contact sheets, nega-
tives & expenses. $250.
www.randphoto.net  (310)395-
0147.

HOME THEATER AND MUSIC:
system design, installing and
troubleshooting. 16 years expe-
rience with audio/video sys-
tems, satellite, cable, telephone
and computer networks.
(310)450-6540.

MARCO TELECOM: Phone
jacks, installation & repair. Re-
wiring phone line, splitting busi-
ness. (310)301-1926, pager:
(310)351-7673.

Brainstorm for the New Year
50% Holiday Discount to all callers

Business Brainstorm Sessions

®BULLION GREY  cat for ree

lnnovative Essentials

business

Turfing Padsibdlity inte Profitable Reality

11452-0851

report

KIM'S CHRISTMAS TREES

Finest Quality and Service

We offer tree removal.
Call for an appointment.
#

(310) 828-5467

NBM CONSTRUCTION
Room Additions, Remodel,
Electric, Plumbing, Carpentry
(888) 420-5866

Lic#745354

The Gift of a Lifetime

*189 Instant Biography
489 Foundation Biography
“The Best Stories are Stories
Remembered”

LIZ CROW (310) 442-9266

When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!

NED PARKER
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured - Lic#658-486
PAINTING * CARPENTRY * ROOFING
CONCRETE * ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869

PAINTING TOP QUALITY A&A
custom,Interior And Exterior .
Free Quote. Jeff Arrieta
(310)560-9864.

NOTICETO
READERS:

California law requires that
contractors taking jobs that
total $500 or more (labor or
materials) be licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board. State law also requires
that contractors include their
license number on all
advertising. You can check the
status of your licensed
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov
or 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed
contractors taking jobs that
total less than $500 must state
in their advertisements that
they are not licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board.

TOWN & Country Builder. Ma-
sonry work, concrete, drive-
ways, brick, stone wall, patio,
tile. State/Lic. 441191 (310)578-
7108.

Business Services

HOW can you get the power
of email working for your
business?

Great Big Noise
www.greatbignoise.com

Computer Services

COMPUTER HELP: Your office
or home. Typing, tutorial, Micro-
soft Word, Excel, Access, inter-
net navigation, software instal-
lation. Also, notary public serv-
ices. (310)207-3366

our office at (310)458-7737.

Classified Advertising Conditions :REGULAR RATE: $2.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a minimum of twelve consecutive days.
PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra. Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry,
we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once. DEADLINES: 4:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 4:00
p.m. PAYMENT: All private party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices 9 a.m. to 5
p.m., Monday through Friday, (310)458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press, P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in
at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call

WE ARE THE
' %W&'edé

GIG IN TOWN!

The Dailv Press Hiring Guarantee:

Run an ad in the classified section of the Santa Monica Daily
Press for 4 weeks and we’ll guarantee that you’ll find the perfect

employee! Call for more details.

Call Mitch at thé Santa Monica Daily Press 310.458.7737 ext.111
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PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

Rapper puts his drug and prison experience to use

By The Associated Press

B MIAMI — Rapper Trick Daddy, who avoided
prison by pleading guilty to cocaine and weapons
charges, will make 24 free appearances to talk to high
school students about the dangers of guns, AIDS, drugs
and violence.

Trick Daddy, whose real name is Maurice Young,
will speak at high schools in troubled neighborhoods,
assistant State Attorney Stacy Glick said Monday.

“I hope that these youngsters will learn lessons from
his life that they don’t want to happen in their own
lives,” she said.

Glick said Young entered his plea Thursday. Under
the plea bargain, the most serious felony charge, aggra-
vated assault with a firearm, was reduced to a misde-
meanor, improper display of a deadly weapon or
firearm. He also pleaded guilty to two felonies, posses-
sion of a firearm by a felon and possession of cocaine,
and to misdemeanor marijuana possession.

The prosecutor said Young will be on three years’ of
supervised probation and will have to attend an anger
control course.

Young’s lawyer, David S. Markus, didn’t immediate-
ly return a call Monday seeking comment.

The 29-year-old rapper, known for songs such as “Thug
Life Again,” “Sweatin’ Me” and “In Da Wind,” was arrest-
ed after a February dispute. He was arrested again in
September after police allegedly found cocaine and mari-
juana in his shirt pocket. Young was convicted in 1991 of
cocaine possession, carrying a concealed weapon and vio-
lating probation. He served 30 months in state prison.

B NEW YORK — F. Gary Gray, director of “The
Italian Job,” will receive a special achievement award
from the African American Film Critics Association.

“With this year’s release of "The Italian Job,” former
music video director F. Gary Gray demonstrated strong
growth and a solid command of the filmmaking process

with a stylish remake of the 1969 caper classic,” Gil
Robertson, a syndicated columnist and one of the
group’s vice presidents, said Monday.

The critics chose “The Lord of the Rings: The Return
of the King” as the top film of 2003, followed by “Lost
in Translation” and “In America.”

“The Italian Job,” starring Mark Wahlberg, Charlize
Theron and Mos Def, came in seventh on the group’s
top 10 list. The rest of the list, in order: “Dirty Pretty
Things,” “The Last Samurai,” “Finding Nemo,” “Tupac:
Resurrection,” “City of God” and “Mystic River.”

The African American Film Critics Association,
which consists of print, broadcast and online movie
reviewers, aims to draw attention to movies with appeal
to black audiences, or to works that come from black
filmmakers or star black actors.

B NEW YORK — Ben Affleck is a loyal Red Sox
fan — and it’s no coincidence that his character in the
new movie “Paycheck” also roots for Boston.

Affleck’s character was supposed to be a New York
Mets fan, but the 31-year-old actor said he persuaded
director John Woo to change the team to the Red Sox.

Still, it could have been worse.

“I would rather say the lines, "I worship you, Satan,’ than
say my favorite baseball team is the New York Yankees,” he
told reporters recently, according to AP Radio.

“Paycheck,” based on a sci-fi story by Philip K. Dick,
stars Affleck as a high-tech engineer who allows three
years of his memory to be erased after working on a
secret project.

The film, also starring Uma Thurman, will open in
theaters nationwide on Christmas Day.

B NEW YORK — Katie Couric, co-anchor of
NBC’s “Today” show, will host next year’s George
Foster Peabody Awards ceremony.

The 63rd annual awards ceremony will be held May
17 at the Waldorf-Astoria hotel in New York.

Couric received a Peabody Award for her five-part
series, “Confronting Colon Cancer.” Her husband, tele-
vision legal analyst Jay Monahan, died from colon can-
cer in 1998.

“Katie Couric is the consummate newscaster, at ease
with presidents and prime ministers, with Hollywood
celebrities and intellectual leaders,” Horace Newcomb,
director of the Peabody Awards Program at the
University of Georgia, said in a statement Monday. “Her
wide-ranging experience as a broadcaster is a perfect
match for the Peabodys.”

The Peabody Awards, which are administered by the
Grady College of Journalism and Mass Communication,
recognize excellence and meritorious work by radio and
television stations, networks, webcasters, producing
organizations and individuals. Entry deadline for pro-
grams aired in 2003 is Jan. 15. Winners will be
announced in April.

B LONG BEACH — Dennis Rodman is trying to
revive his basketball career with the Long Beach Jam of
the American Basketball Association.

The 42-year-old former NBA star signed a contract
Friday and will start practicing with the team after
Christmas, said Steve Chase, president of the first-year
franchise.

Rodman, who last played in the NBA in 2000 with
the Dallas Mavericks, most likely will play his first
game for the Jam in mid-January, Chase told the Long
Beach Press-Telegram.

Terms of Rodman’s contract weren’t released. ABA
guidelines limit a team’s player payroll to $120,000 per
season.

Rodman led the NBA in rebounds seven times but
hasn’t played since being released by the Mavericks. He
was arrested in October in Las Vegas and charged with
driving under the influence after crashing a motorcycle.
He also was arrested in September in Newport Beach
for investigation of being drunk in public.

SANTA MONICA RESIDENTS ...

SANTA MONICA FORD HAS

We are currently the #!1 volume Ford dealership in the U.S.A. *based on a combination
of retail and fleet sales and to maintain this distinction we MUST not lose your business.

It is imperative you contact us before you purchase that next Ford.

55000 Rebate & 54000 Discount i 31257

If you purchase elsewhere ...
you probably paid too much!

SANTA MONICA @€ZZ% 1230 Santa Monica Blvd.  310.451-1588

VOLUME FORD

DEALER IN THE U.S.A.*

4 0il Change & 0il Filter Replacement

4 Lube Hinges, Latches & Applicable Chassis Parts

¢ Silicone Protection of Window Weather Strips

@ Check Fluid Levels & Top Off to Factory Specifications
@ Inspect Cooling System, Hoses & Belts

4 Check Running Lights for Proper Operation

@ Check Suspension System

4 Inspect Exhaust System for Corrosion

@ Inspect & Rotate Tires, Adjust Pressures

4 Multi-Point Inspection Report Card

Good through December 31st, 2003. Must present coupon at time of write up.
Excludes diesels & HD “E” & “F” series vehicles/OP code PMinor.




