SantaMonicaTaxi.com

Taeé ! Tasee /
310-444-4444

Hybrid e Mercedes-Benz

SM ¢

536

not valid from hotels or with other offers ® SM residents only e Expires 5/31/09)

In today's challenging real estate

e

Andrew Thurm

work with Andrew Thurm, an award winning agent
representing Santa Monica and the Westside!

Coldwell Banker

i 310.442.1651

www.andrewthurm.com

Visit us online at smdp.com

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2009

Volume 9 Issue 34

SEE PAGE 11

' BARACK'S WIN TOPS ‘09

THE PLEASE LET SOMETHING HAPPEN ISSUE

Residents
upset over
loss of chess

BY NICK TABOREK

Daily Press Staff Writer

FAIRVIEW LIBRARY In many respects, the
group’s members have little in common.
They range in age from 3-and-a-half to 92
and speak a variety of different languages —
Russian, Chinese, Spanish and Hindi, to
name a few. Some are casual dabblers, others
are master practitioners.

But for the past five years, each Thursday
afternoon they’ve gathered at the Fairview
Branch Public Library, brought together by
the game of chess.

“There’s people of every single age and
from all over the world,” said Maxine
Meltzer, who has attended the chess pro-
gram with her 6-year-old daughter. “Neither
of us are stellar chess players, but it's a beau-
tiful, beautiful community.”

The library’s free program has become a
hit in the community around Fairview by
welcoming players of all levels and cultivat-
ing a friendly and safe environment, said
Mel Bloch, a part-time library employee who
coordinates the program. He said about 40
people take part each week.

But now the chess program is ending at
Fairview, apparently the victim of budget
cuts, Bloch said this week. He was told in
November the program would no longer be
offered at the library because money for staff
hours had been reduced.

The program, though, is being moved to
the Ocean Park branch, where despite a 5
percent budget cut Branch Manager Celia
Carroll said there will be no problem over-
seeing the program.

“l love what it does,” she said of the pro-
gram, nothing that it affords kids an oppor-
tunity to earn community service hours by
volunteering as chess tutors. Beginning in
January, the Ocean Park branch will host the
chess program each week on Wednesday
and Thursday from 3 p.m. until 6 p.m.

For many participants, though, the end of
the program at the Fairview branch is a
major loss for the library and a blow to the
community. Bloch and others are concerned

SEE CHESS PAGE 10
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Lakers forward Josh Powell gives Christmas gifts to Faisal Al Enezi, 3, at the Santa Monica-
UCLA Medical Center on Monday on behalf of the 21 Reasons to Give Foundation. Powell visit-
ed with children throughout the hospital, hoping to spread some holiday cheer.
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Despite recession,
crime keeps falling

DEVLIN BARRETT

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON High unemployment. More
folks on food stamps. Fewer owning their
homes. Yet for all the signs of recession,
something is missing: More crime.

Experts are scratching their heads over
why crime has ebbed so far during this reces-
sion, making it different from other eco-
nomic downturns of the past half-century.
Early guesses include jobless folks at home
keeping closer watch for thieves, or the
American population just getting older—
and older people commit fewer crimes.

Preliminary FBI crime figures for the first
half of 2009 show crime falling across the
country, even at a time of high unemploy-
ment, foreclosures and layoffs. Most surpris-
ingly, murder and manslaughter fell 10 per-
cent for the first half of the year.

“That's a remarkable decline, given the
economic  conditions,” said Richard

SEE CRIME PAGE 8

‘Sesame Street’ star
Reed-Amini,63, dies
BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

MID-CITY Alaina Reed-Amini, the Broadway
star and TV actress best known for her long-
running roles on “Sesame Street” and “227,”
has died. She was 63.

Publicist Billy Laurence says Reed-Amini
died Thursday at St. John’s Health Center in
Santa Monica after a two-year battle with
breast cancer.

Previously known as Alaina Reed-Hall,
she recently remarried. Her stage credits
include “Chicago” and “Hair.” She appeared
in several movies, including “Cruel
Intentions” and “Death Becomes Her,” and
on TV shows such as “The Drew Carey
Show” and “Ally McBeal.”

Reed-Amini is survived by her husband,
Tamim Amini, and two children from a pre-
vious marriage. According to her husband, a
celebration of Reed-Amini’s life is being
planned for next year.

news@smdp.com

PLACE YOUR HOLIDAY ORDERS TODAY!

OPEN 24 HOURS

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR’S.
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NEW JEWELRY FOR THE HOLIDAYS

S et Turn your old scrap gold into new jewelry today! %
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Borrowing Against Your Home?
WISE
ety gy

For Information:
= Member of HUD's National HECM

Counseling Network (31 0) 394-9871 ext. 435

Reverse Mortgage Counseling
= HUD-authorized, third-party,
independent counseling

= Home Equity Conversion Mortgage
(HECM) counselor

INCOME TAX &
BOOKKEEPING SERVICES

“Professional Results with a Personal Touch”

THE FAIR SHARE, INC.

www.thefairshare.hiz

% What you paid last year for
2008 tax preparation
NEW CLIENTS ONLY
(y First month of bookkeeping
(1] . .
services for new clients
NEW CLIENTS ONLY
Not valid with any other offers

12340 Santa Monica Blvd., Suite 135 310.207.5420
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Have wheels, will travel
18th Street Arts Center
1639 18th St., 6 p.m. — 9 p.m.

“Without a Car in the World (100 Car-less Angelenos Tell Stories of
Living in Los Angeles).” This final exhibit of 2009 features 100 pho-
tographs by artist Diane Meyer with accompanying narratives from

people who live without a car in Los Angeles.

For further information, call (310) 435-3711.

Write Away
Fairview Branch Library
2101 Ocean Park Blvd., Noon — 3 p.m.
Published and closet writers are welcome to seek inspiration, guid-
ance and support at this weekly writer’s group.
Call (310) 899-0361 for more information.

Wednesday, Dec. 23, 2009

Ballroom by the bay
Santa Monica Bay Women’s Club
1210 Fourth St., 7 p.m. — 11 p.m.

Dance the night away on the 3,000 square foot dance floor. Learn
how to do the waltz, fox trot, swing, hustle and other dances, all for
$10. No partner required. Parking is available next door at Parking
Structure No. 1. For more information call (310) 487-0911.

Divorce detox
212 Marine St., 12:30 p.m.

Everybody needs a break, especially with the added stress of
divorce, which can make some people feel like they are in a war
zone. This one-hour class provides a brief break from the challenges
and hurdles in your day and gives you the opportunity to de-stress,
refocus and revitalize yourself. Sign up 48 hours in advance and get
lunch included. Cost: $20. To get more information or to register call
(310) 439-8964 or www.divorcedetox.com.

i, "
L Wi e = H

T

Making moves
Best Western Hotel
1920 Santa Monica Blvd., 7 a.m. — 8:30 a.m.
LeTip Santa Monica Business Referral Club
Business owners and professionals meet each Wednesday morning to
share tips or referrals to help one another grow their businesses.
Breakfast is served. Cost: First visit is free.
For more information, call (310) 920-9649.
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ICE at Santa Monica
Arizona Avenue at Fifth Street
10 a.m. — 10 p.m.

Bring back childhood memories — and create new ones — as you
slice through the ice in a festive atmosphere filled with holiday cheer
and balmy ocean breezes. The ice rink will remain open through
January. Admission is $10 and includes skate rental. The rink is peri-
odically cleared for short periods to groom the ice. if raining, the
rink will remain open in light rain or drizzle conditions, closing only
for heavy downpours. For more information go to
www.downtownsm.com.

For more information on any of the events listed, log on to smdp.com and click the “Events” tab for the given day’s calendar. /
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COMMUNITY BRIEFS

DOWNTOWN
Two arrested for DUI

Santa Monica police officers on Friday
arrested two people for driving while
intoxicated and cited 10 others for driv-
ing without a license or other vehicle
code violations during a checkpoint.

The sobriety/driver's license check-
point was set up in the westbound side
of the 300 block of Pico Boulevard
from 8 p.m. to 12:30 a.m., said SMPD
Sgt. Jay Trisler.

During that time, 978 vehicles
passed through the checkpoint, 224
vehicles were screened and two
were arrested for DUI. Five others
were cited for driving without a
license and another five for various
vehicle code violations. Five vehi-
cles were towed.

Funding for the checkpoint was pro-
vided by a grant from the Office of Traffic
Safety, through the national Highway
Traffic Safety Administration.

DAILY PRESS

UCLA
And the award goes to...

UCLA's Cotsen Institute of
Archaeology and a research associate
have won the governor's Historic
Preservation Award for high-tech map-
ping efforts at the Marquez Family
Cemetery in Santa Monica Canyon.

Using ground-penetrating radar, the
Cotsen team early this year identified
15 possible grave sites, as well as a
possible mass burial pit. The results
are being used by descendants of
Francisco Marquez, the Mexican co-
holder of the Rancho Boca de Santa
Monica land grant, to develop a
restoration plan for the site.

Marquez is thought to have estab-
lished a burial ground in the canyon in
the 1840s. The cemetery contains the
remains of his youngest son, Pascual,
and perhaps 30 other family members,
American Indian servants and friends,
including a number of guests who died
of botulism after eating home-canned
peaches at a New Year's Eve gathering
in 1909.

In 2000, the city of Los Angeles
named the cemetery a historic-cultural
monument and declared it an “extremely
historic” landmark for representing the
region’s early ranch families.

The award will be presented to the
Cotsen Institute and research associ-
ate Dean Goodman on Jan. 20 in
Sacramento.

DP

ALL SMILES

Natalie Saito news@smdp.com

Heartfelt Foundation hosts its annual Christmas Service Project at the Santa Monica Pier on Saturday. Homeless children and underprivileged
students from impoverished schools are bussed to the pier to receive gifts, go on carousel rides, eat hot dogs, and take a photo with Santa Claus.

Calif. school team’s success linked to Snoop Dogg

BY CHRISTINA HOAG

Associated Press Writer

LOS ANGELES Football has long been the
athletic stepchild at inner-city Crenshaw
High School. Trophy cases are crammed
with basketball awards. Gym walls are lined
with hoops championship flags.

But the football team is undefeated this
season and headed for the California state
championship bowl game this weekend,
and the coach attributes part of the success
to an unlikely off-field source: rapper
Snoop Dogg.

Nine of this year’s Crenshaw High
School Cougars went through the 5-year-
old Snoop Youth Football League, repre-
senting the first crop of varsity players to
cut their teeth in the program. The league
has produced standouts at other schools,
but none has more players or a better
record than Crenshaw.

The league has made Snoop Dogg,

BISTRO vl
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Happy Hour Monday-Friday 5-7pm

House COCKTAILS AT $8 | GREAT SELECTION OF WINES AT $6 AND $7
ALL BEERS $4 10 $7 | Bar Foop MENU $5 0 $8
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1733 Ocean AVe (across from Loews Hotel) | Santa Monica, 90401 | 310-434-9509 | lacachettebistro.com

whose real name is Calvin Broadus, a savior
of sorts for football in an impoverished area
of Los Angeles where gangs roam many of
the streets.

“It is more of an advantage to have kids
who played in the Snoop Dogg league,”
coach Robert Garrett said. “They also have
the experience, the fundamentals and the
attitude that guys who started from scratch
don’t have.”

Broadus’ reputation for raunchy lyrics
and run-ins with the law brought some ini-
tial apprehension from the mostly single
mothers who wanted to enroll their sons.

“It was kind of hard to separate Snoop
Dogg the entertainer from Snoop Dogg the
coach, the father,” league Commissioner
Haamid Wadood said.

But the league soon caught on, especial-
ly when fathers with criminal records
learned they could coach, unlike most other
youth sports. Broadus, himself a former
gang member, has several convictions for

drugs and weapons offenses, and if the
league didn't allow ex-cons, there wouldn’t
be enough coaches.

“When you look at the demographics of
the area, this is the reality of the situation,”
Wadood said. “We don’t condone any of
that, but we look at the nature of the
offense, how recent it was.”

Sex offenders and domestic violence
convicts, for instance, are banned from the
sidelines.

The coaching exception has also recon-
nected boys with their dads, or at least with
positive male role models in neighborhoods
where fathers are often behind bars or oth-
erwise absent.

The dads, many of them members of the
rival Bloods and Crips, must agree to leave
their gang disputes away from the field.

“This is kind of like a peace treaty,”
Wadood said. “Everybody wants something

SEE FOOTBALL PAGE 10
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Smoking ban’s slippery slope
Editor:

The recent march toward the moralization and
cleansing of the populace of Santa Monica in regard to
banning the private act of smoking in one's own living
room may have consequences its self-righteous cru-
saders have overlooked. The state of California created
a similar law in regards to the smoking of marijuana.
Tenants could be summarily evicted upon the first whiff
of this evil substance by any landlord or property man-
ager. Evidence or proof was simply not necessary, just
the solemn and always truthful word of the landlord or
their agent. The result — literally thousands of children
and their mostly single mothers rendered homeless and
hopeless on the streets. With an unlawful detainer on
their records, the prospect of renting another place to
live is quite out of the question. Now the advocates of
the abolition of rent control in Santa Monica want to
kick grandma and grandpa onto the streets as well if
they choose to light up another politically incorrect
herb in their own living rooms — this time it's tobacco.
Wake up and smell the coffee people. (Oops, is this a
politically correct beverage?) This is about money, not
about public morality. On the other hand, children
should have access to their grandparents, so maybe
kicking all of them onto the streets — grandparents,
moms, and kids — will open up more trendy locations for
the young and affluent with no children, solve the land-
lords problem of rent control as a curb to personal
wealth acquisition, and bring several generations of
family members together on the streets. Next public
morality issue for Santa Monica’'s Narciso-Fascists: How
do we make the homeless people disappear? That's
another job for the public-and-private behavior control
freaks who lost their consciences in the back of a Ferrari
on a warm summer night so long ago in Malibu. Do they
really care about grandma and the kids? Or is money
the only love in their lives? You decide.

Jon Howard

Santa Monica

Privatization is the way to go
Editor:

RE: “Promenade performer speaks out,” Dec. 17.

Privatizing the Third Street Promenade and side
blocks between Second and Fourth streets and Wilshire
Boulevard and Broadway would solve several problems.
Privatization would give the structure to put in an audi-
tion process which would limit the number of perform-
ers and allow for only talented acts that would enhance
the Downtown shopping, dining and strolling experience.
As well, privatization would allow for greater control
over the area, including ejecting homeless loiterers.

It would be much more enjoyable to come Downtown
on a Thanksgiving afternoon and not see a homeless
woman vomiting with the violence of Krakatoa (true
story), and not see a homeless man sitting on a
Promenade bench let loose with gallons of urine (yes,
another true story).

If shoppers are expected to pay inflated prices to
dine Downtown, City Hall should, at a minimum, provide
civilization.

Nan Jefferies

Santa Monica
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AMBER ALERTS
ON YOUR CELL PHONE.

wirelessamberalerts.org

Wireless A
AMBER CB U
Alerts undl

A child is calling for help.

A newspaper with issues

Send comments to editor@smdp.com

The power of the mighty tree

IT IS INDEED APPROPRIATE THAT THE
most recognized and celebrated day of the
year — Christmas, the birth of Christ — is
also focused around trees.

Trees are truly remarkable.

Urban trees provide a healthy environ-
ment for people and animals. Urban trees
and forests remove air pollution and smog;
and they save communities millions of dol-
lars a year by stabilizing storm-water runoff.
Moreover, urban trees reduce energy costs
for both heating and cooling by some 40
percent in our homes and buildings.

In the wild, our forests provide massive
watersheds all throughout western North
America that support 55 million people.
Those mature subalpine forests help retain
snowfall in the winter and slowly release
melt-waters in the springtime that recharge
reservoirs. Hundreds of billions of tree roots
provide the most effective form of water fil-
tration known to humankind.

Wild forests in California’s Sierra
Nevada’s supply almost 90 percent of the
fresh water for the most intensive agricul-
tural system on the planet, 38 million peo-
ple’s daily drinking water, the eighth might-
iest industrial economy on the globe and
tens of millions of tourists that visit our
state each year.

Trees provide scrumptious spices includ-
ing cinnamon, which is known to lower our
blood sugar.

Trees grow incredible fruits like apples
with apple-skin being one of the highest rec-
ognized natural fibers that helps prevent
colon cancer.

In California, trees provide us with
lemons, oranges and grapefruits; and we
grow more almonds than anywhere else in
the world. Almonds are also an excellent
source of protein and fiber. And let’s not for-
get that California is also a world leader in
avocado production, which are rich in
Omega-3s that help preclude coronary dis-
ease.

Trees produce potent medicines. From
the South American cinchona trees, the drug
quinine was derived to help fight the mos-
quito-borne disease malaria. From the
Pacific Northwest yew tree came taxol, the
billion-dollar blockbuster that offers hope to
those afflicted with breast, ovarian and lung
cancers, coronary disease and even AIDS.
From the Chinese Camptotheca trees, camp-
tothecin is being trialed for breast, prostate,
pancreas, ovarian, leukemia, and lymphoma
cancers as well as malignant melanoma.

Interestingly, scientists have known for
at least the past couple decades that old
trees are particularly important. In fact,
the largest single stemmed tree — General
Sherman — a Sierra Nevada Sequoia,
holds several astounding records. He’s
been hit at least three times with over 100
million volts of electricity or lightning yet
he’s likely still the fastest growing tree on
the planet adding the equivalent volume
of wood in a tree 1.5 feet thick and 60 feet
tall every year. Incidentally, the tannic
acid present in his near-fireproof bark is
the same chemical used in all fire extin-

guishers around the globe.

The oldest single stemmed tree, a bristle-
cone pine named Methuselah, lives in east
central California on the White Mountains
almost two miles above sea level in an
extreme environment bombarded by ultra

THIS CHRISTMAS
CONSIDER BUYING A
LIVE TREE AND
CELEBRATE THE
HOLIDAYS WITH
FRIENDS AND FAMILY;
THEN CELEBRATE THE
MAGNIFICENCE OF
YOUR LIVING TREE BY
PLANTING IT IN
YOUR YARD.

violet radiation, blasted regularly by 80 mile
an hour winds and a growing season of
about 6 weeks a year. He’s over 4,700 years
old and witnessed more than 1.6 million
sunrises. The tree rings he lays down, almost
ever year, are a living window back in time
assisting climate scientists as they grapple to
comprehend how life is adjusting to climate
change.

Some ground-breaking work by Dr. Mark
Harmond at others found that the conver-
sion of Pacific Northwest old growth to
young fast growing forests did not decrease
atmospheric carbon as compared to old
growth forests, which capture and store vast
amounts of CO2. It took those low elevation
second growth forests at least 200 years to
accumulate the CO2 storage capacity of the
existing living old growth forests. In other
words, old growth forests are invaluable,
massive living carbon warehouses and must
be protected at all costs.

Urban trees also play a crucial role in our
towns and cities. In one year’s time, one
mature tree gives off enough oxygen for a
family of four while at the same time urban
trees help suck the rising greenhouse gas
CO2 out of the air.

This Christmas consider buying a live
tree and celebrate the holidays with friends
and family; then celebrate the magnificence
of your living tree by planting it in your
yard.

DR. REESE HALTER is a public speaker, conser-
vation biologist and founder of the international
conservation institute Global Forest Science. His
most recent book is “The Incomparable
Honeybee and the Economics of Pollination,”
Rocky Mountain Books. Contact him through
www.DrReese.com
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Merry RamaKwanakuhbodimastice

HERE’'S A HOLIDAY WISH | PICKED UP
this year, “Have a happy or merry
RamaKwanakuhbodimastice.” It incorpo-
rates Ramadan, Kwanzaa, Chanukah, Bodhi
Day, Christmas and the Winter Solstice. If |
missed anyone please let me know and Ill
add them in.

One of the great benefits of living in Los
Angeles, and Santa Monica in particular, is
the immense variety of lifestyles, beliefs and
cultures that we get to meet and come in
contact with. While Christmas is certainly a
major event around these parts, Chanukah is
also a big one, just note the number of
menorahs that were around town and main-
tained.

We're lucky to have the ability to live in a
society that has such diversity, and embraces
it so thoroughly. When 1 look at the world,
and how much anger, hatred, vitriol and
sadness, racial and religious differences have
brought, it makes me glad that | live in a
society that allows my Persian Jewish neigh-
bors to celebrate their religious holidays as
freely and openly as my black Christian
ones.

This time of year there is the usual media
blitz of feel good stories; the puppy that
saved the family, the image of Jesus in a
spoon that proves he lives, and the anony-
mous donor who dropped a huge amount of
money in a Salvation Army red kettle. As
much as they make us feel hope in humani-
ty, we need to remind ourselves that the real
hope for humanity is in our day to day living
and how we treat each other on an ongoing
basis.

One day, a week, even a month, of being
nice to others is a start, but the real test of
anything is its durability, and sustainability. |
can eat healthy for one meal, but if I live on
junk food, I’'m not going to be healthy. It is
the long term that matters, and that is where
we as a society have made great strides, even
though we have a long way to go.

If America is a mosaic of peoples and reli-
gions, looking at Santa Monica is like focus-
ing on a small part of the mosaic and seeing
all the colors and pieces of the image. We
have tremendous variety and more impor-
tantly, we have exceptional tolerance for
each other. And that tolerance, to my mind,
is the true message of

The L]. ne AV AW

Working 9 to 9

Santa Monica Police Chief Tim Jackman recent-
ly extended for one month a pilot program in
which patrol officers work 12.5-hour shifts,
three days a week instead of the traditional 10
hours, four days a week. Officers on the 3-12
schedule must also work an additional 10 hour
day, once a month.

So, this week's Q-Line question asks:

What are your thoughts on the 3-12 switch?
Should the schedule be made permanent?

Call (310) 285-8106 before Friday at 5 p.m. and
we'll print your answers in the weekend edition
of the Daily Press.

RamaKwanakuhbodimastice.

Intolerance is what leads to hatred. To use
an example from my own life, when the
cabal led by the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints decided to be intolerant of
gays’ right to marry, | retaliated in hurt and
anger. The hurt and anger was directed not
against the members of the church, for in my
own life I have Mormons who | love dearly,
but against the actions of the church as a
political body. I saw, and still see, the politi-
cal actions of all churches as against their
mission.

Right after the discriminatory
Proposition 8 was passed, | engaged in an e-
mail correspondence that became incendi-
ary. My hurt and frustration enraged me to
the point of suggesting that the churches
should be burned to the ground for their
intolerance and lack of Christian charity. It
was only partly metaphorical, but it was def-
initely a highly intolerant stance on my part.
I justified it to myself by relying on the story
of Jesus in the temple with the money
changers. The lesson in that parable is that
those who defile the house and love of God,
have no right to claim moral authority.

The practice of hate and intolerance,
whether cloaked by  the Ten
Commandments, the “loving word of Jesus,”
or the morality of the Koran, is not con-
ducive to a peaceful society. All the great
spiritual leaders focused their efforts on the
message of living peacefully, not on building
temples. Jesus, Buddha, Moses, and
Mohammed all lived simply, that others may
simply live.

This week, as the menorahs get packed
away, and the Christmas trees get surround-
ed with presents, as the preparations are
made for Kwanzaa, let’s remember that love
and tolerance is the real message of all truly
spiritual people, not the slavish devotion to
“laws” put down by some long forgotten
scribe. Let’s remember that goodwill to all is
a message that can be carried forward
throughout the year, and practiced in all our
affairs, no matter what your spiritual beliefs.

DAVID PISARRA is a family law attorney focusing
on father's rights and men's Issues in the Santa
Monica firm of Pisarra & Grist. He can be reached
at dpisarra@pisarra.com or (310) 664-9969.
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Coldwell Banker - Montana Ave

310.395.1133

What i Your Home Worth?

Contaet Me to Find Out.
for local, current real estate info..,

SantaMonlcaLlstlnqs com

CAN'T FIND A DAILY PRESS NEWSTAND IN YOUR AREA? WE'LL TRY TO GET ONE TO YOU!
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Happy Holidays

to all our Santa Monica neighbors
from all of us at IHOP!

1920 Santa Monica Blvd. *
jearner of 20ih Streed
& Santa Modea Blvil.)

(310) 829-9597 Don™t miss out on our serumptious

holiday pumpkin paneakes...
nivw heing served until the end of the vear!

HOLIBAY HOURS:
Christmas Eve:  f:3am-7/iMpm
Christmas Doy:  TiHnm-2:Hpm

MY DENTIST TELLS
THE WORST JOKES!

(But the laughing gas helps)

DOES THIS SOUND LIKE YOU?
® Dental Anxiety?
® Advanced Dental Problems
® Just Old Fashion Procrastination

HELP WITHOUT JUDGEMENT IS AVAILABLE

® Nitrous Oxide provided as a courtesy upon request
® Dental Anesthesiologist available for IV sedation

and WE ACCEPT DENTAL INSURANCE
TEETH WHITENING

a $250.00 VALUE
With Exam, X-Rays and Cleaning.
Some restrictions may apply. Call for
details. Offer Good for 60 days.

$1 EXAM

NEW PATIENTS ONLY
INITIAL EXAM, CONSULATION &
COMPLETE SET OF X-RAYS
Some restrictions may apply. Call for details.

Offer good for 60 Days.
L

® General Dentistry

® Cosmetics

® |mplants

® |nvisalign orthodontics

® Root Canals

® Periodontics (gums)

® Digital Super Low Radiation x-rays

SANTA MONICA FAMILY DENTISTRY
DR. ALAN RUBENSTEIN
1260 I5th ST. SUITE #703

(310) 736-2590

WWW.ALANRUBENSTEINDDS.COM

BROADWAY
WINE & SPIRITS

DESCHUTES BEER

ALL VARIETIES $4.99

[ SEAGRAMS VODKA W
seugrums REGULAR, CITRUS ;r\ {
VODKA: AND SWEET TEA $9.99 ‘::?!

BELVEDERE BELVEDERE VODKA

VODKA 750 ML $25.99

(310) 394-8257

1011 BROADWAY | SANTA MONICA, CA 90401



Taking care of all your insurance needs

M Life Insurance

M Disability Insurance

B Long-Term Care Insurance (4
Muruaro Omana
Health Insurance underwritten by: Mutual of Omaha Insurance Company, Omaha, NE 68175. Life insurance underwritten
by: United of Omaha Life Insurance Company. These policies have exclusions, limitations, and reductions. AFN3 9196

RECYCLE NOW! |
CARDBOARD

$100 per ton with
this coupon expires 12-31-09

Call me today for more information

Aluminum w Plastic = Glass = Bi-Metal @ Newspaper
w CardboardWhite/Golor/Gomputer Paper = Copper & Brass

Santa Monica Recycling Center |
2411 Delaware Avenue in Santa Monica gi E:B'Etsvvzﬁe'

(310) 453-9677
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NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF
RELOCATION PLAN
FOR 430-508 PICO BOULEVARD, SANTA MONICA

City of
Santa Monica

Community Corporation of Santa Monica (“CCSM”) is preparing for the demolition and
redevelopment of the property at 430-508 Pico Boulevard, Santa Monica, California. Six
(6) buildings containing fourteen (14) residential units (registered under Rent Control)
and one commercial unit will be demolished to develop approximately 32 new affordable
rental housing units using funds from the Redevelopment Agency of the City of Santa
Monica (the “Agency”). Approval of a relocation plan for this property is scheduled for
consideration by the City Council and Agency Board on January 26, 2010.

CCSM and the Agency have prepared a Relocation Plan in accordance with State Law.

The Relocation Plan has been prepared pursuant to California Relocation Assistance Law
and California Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Guidelines. It
describes the assistance and benefits that are being made available to persons who must
relocate in order to allow the project to move forward.

The Relocation Plan is available for review at the following location:
Redevelopment Agency of the City of Santa Monica
1901 Main Street, Suite D
Santa Monica, CA 90405

Monday through Thursday 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Alternate Fridays 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Interested persons may submit written comments on the Relocation Plan before January
20, 2010 to the Redevelopment Agency at the address listed above.
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Some schools are dropping
driver’s ed to cut costs

CHRISTINE ARMARIO

Associated Press Writer

MIAMI Beginning driver Ashley Crawford
grips the worn gray steering wheel and war-
ily begins maneuvering the 1999 Ford Escort
through a set of bright orange traffic cones
outside Killian Senior High School.

She considers herself lucky: Because of
budget cuts, many schools around the coun-
try are leaving driver’s ed by the side of the
road. They are cutting back on behind-the-
wheel instruction or eliminating it altogeth-
er, leaving it to parents to either teach their
teenagers themselves or send them to com-
mercial driving schools.

“If my parents would have taught me, it
would have been different,” said Ashley, a 16-
year-old sophomore. “When | drive, they try
to tell me what to do, and | get nervous.”

Some educators and others worry that
such cutbacks could prove tragic.

“As soon as people start taking driver’s
education away from the kids, we’re going to
pay for it with lost lives, collisions, and ulti-
mately that costs everybody,” said John
Bolen, past president of the Florida
Professional Driving School Association.

Some worry also that many parents can’t
afford the $350 to $700 that private lessons
can cost or don’t have the skills to teach their
kids themselves. Even for those who can do
it, the combination of parents, teenagers and
learning how to drive can be volatile.

In more than half the states, minors who
want a license must take driver’s education
from a certified instructor, said Allen
Robinson, CEO of the American Driver and
Traffic Safety Education Association.
However, that doesn’t necessarily mean
schools are required to offer a class.
(Generally, after age 18, would-be drivers do
not have to undergo any formal instruction.)

High schools started rolling back dri-
ver’s ed after their effectiveness was called
into question in the 1980s. The more
recent cutbacks have been driven by school
funding shortages, and the trend might be
accelerating because of the downturn in
the economy, said J. Peter Kissinger, presi-
dent and CEO of the AAA Foundation for
Traffic Safety.

Robinson said the nation’s schools have
all but eliminated driver’s ed as an elective
course offered during the school day.

Here in Miami-Dade County, the
nation’s fourth-largest school system got
rid of driver’s ed during the day at all but
Killian and another school. Students can
still enroll in a free after-school course at
one of the district’s adult education centers.
But that is not an option for the many
thousands of students who play sports or
are involved in other extracurricular activi-
ties, or cannot get a ride.

About 10 high schools in Georgia elimi-
nated or reduced driver’s education this
school year. A dozen more did the same in
Kansas last year. In Volusia County, Fla.,
schools eliminated daytime driver’s ed three
years ago, replacing it with summer, after-
school and Saturday classes. Enrollment
plummeted two-thirds, saving about
$400,000 a year.

“This is not because they don't believe in
driver’s ed,” said Bob Dallas, director of the

AS SOON AS

PEOPLE START

TAKING DRIVER'S
EDUCATION AWAY FROM
THE KIDS, WE'RE GOING
TO PAY FOR IT WITH LOST
LIVES, COLLISIONS, AND
ULTIMATELY THAT COSTS
EVERYBODY."”

John Bolen
past president of the Florida Professional
Driving School Association

Georgia Governor’s Office of Highway
Safety. “They do, but they’re facing the same
financial pressure that everybody in govern-
ment is facing.”

In rural Pennsylvania, the Titusville dis-
trict got rid of the behind-the-wheel portion
of its program last spring, saving about
$20,000. In Blountville, Tenn., the driver’s
education program was cut in half about five
years ago because of budget woes.
Administrators considered eliminating the
$130,000-a-year program last spring, but did
not.

“It could save lives. It’s very simple,” said
Jack Barnes, director of schools in Sullivan
County, Tenn. “We don’t want any of our
students injured or killed because of mis-
takes they made that possibly a program like
this could help.”

Motor vehicle crashes are the leading
cause of death for U.S. teens; in 2007, an
average of 11 16- to 19-year-olds died every
day. But Russ Rader, a spokesman for the
Insurance Institute for Highway Safety, said
studies show there is no difference in crash
risk between 16- and 17-year-olds who take
driver’s ed and those who don't.

“In some cases, driver’s education has a
negative effect because in some states you
can get a license sooner if you take driver’s
ed,” he said.

Private instructors aren’t necessarily
picking up all the students who can’t take
driver’s ed at school.

Julio Torres, an instructor at the Easy
Method Driving School in Miami, said he
suspects the downturn in the economy is
playing a role. He also said some parents
simply prefer to teach their kids.

But Torres and others said parents,
despite their best intentions, aren’t always
the best instructors. For one thing, they may
pass their own bad driving habits on to their
children.

Also, “the kids are at a stage where they’re
confrontational with their parents,” said
Brenda Bennett, owner of a driving school in
Erie, Pa., that holds contracts to teach dri-
ver’s ed through some area high schools.
“Then you add driving with a parent and
you have more confrontation. Whereas
someone like myself, when we take kids out,
there’s no personality going there. It’s just all
business.”
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Video game watchdog shuts
down, victim of economy

JEFF BAENEN

Associated Press Writer

MINNEAPOLIS David Walsh said when he
was assembling his first report card on video
game violence 13 years ago, children were
attacking on-screen monsters or aliens with
imaginary chain saws and guns.

“When | saw kids as young as 8, 9 years
old literally doing facial contortions as
they killed and dismembered people, it
was pretty shocking. And | think what
happened is a lot of other people got
shocked as well,” Walsh recalls. “1 don’t
think we want our kids’ culture defined by
killing, mayhem and dismemberment as
entertainment.”

That first report card, which singled out
bloody first-person shooter games “Doom”
and “Duke Nukem,” made an instant splash
on Capitol Hill in 1996 and made the annu-
al reports issued each holiday season by
Walsh’s National Institute on Media and the
Family a news fixture.

But there was no video game report card
this year, and there won’t be any more. The
institute is closing its doors, a victim of the
poor economy. Walsh, the group’s founder
and president, is packing his books as his
staff of eight full-time employees prepares to
shut down Dec. 23.

“Fundraising has been more and more
difficult,” Walsh said. “It really wasn’t that we
put ourselves out of business, because the
technology is changing so quickly, the issues
just won’t quit.”

It’s a bittersweet end for the organization
Walsh started in 1996. He takes pride in how
“a little nonprofit in Minneapolis” was able
to influence an industry that, according to
the Entertainment Software Association,
topped $22 billion in U.S. computer and
video game hardware, software and periph-
eral sales in 2008.

“Ten years ago, a kid 10 years old could
walk into any store in America and buy an
ultra-violent, adult-rated game. That’s no
longer true,” Walsh told The Associated Press
in his office, where empty boxes await his
books.

While some people have posted on gam-
ing Web sites celebrating the institute’s
demise, others have praised its role in help-
ing get retailers to post game ratings and ask
for an identification when selling mature-
rated games.

“Were it not for those collaborative
efforts by all sides, it’s questionable whether
there would have been a non-legislative res-
olution,” Hal Halpin, president of the
gamers group the  Entertainment
Consumers Association, told the AP.

When he issued his first report card,
Walsh said, there were two rating systems for
video games battling it out and “when a

game would be rated was a hit-or-miss deal.”
Since then, an industry group established in
1994, the Entertainment Software Rating
Board, or ESRB, has become the standard in
rating computer and video games.

Walsh said he got many tips about video
games from industry insiders. His organiza-
tion hired students to play video games and
sent boys and girls to see if retailers would
sell them M-rated games without asking for
an ID.

It was Walsh’s group that announced in
2005 that the best-selling video game
“Grand Theft Auto: San Andreas” con-
tained graphic sexual images that could be
unlocked using an Internet download.
The ESRB conducted its own investigation
and revoked the game’s M (mature) rating
and tagged it AO (adults only). That led to
major retailers pulling the game from
their shelves.

Walsh said his group got a computer
game developer to reverse-engineer the
game and prove that the sex scenes were
built into the disk, not a modification creat-
ed by a hacker on the Internet as the parent
company of the game’s producer had sug-
gested.

Last summer, the institute learned that
founding sponsor Fairview Health
Services was pulling out. After looking at
going independent, the institute’s board
decided to shut down at the end of the
year. Walsh said the organization is talk-
ing to three nonprofits about taking on
its work.

On average, the institute’s budget was
$1.8 million a year, according to Walsh.

With white hair, rimless glasses and black
sport jacket, Walsh, 64, resembles a high
school teacher, which he was. The father of
three grown children takes a low-key
approach and says he’s never endorsed cen-
sorship.

The New Jersey native has written
books about the impact of consumerism
and media on kids (his 10th book comes
out next year) and says the institute was a
way to help parents make informed
choices for their children. Others were
monitoring television, but less focus was
on video games.

Author Steven L. Kent of Seattle, who
wrote “The Ultimate History of Video
Games,” appeared at the annual releases of
the Walsh reports. Kent said the institute’s
voice will be missed.

“I think the game industry will look back
and pine for the days when their top oppos-
ing voice had as much self-restraint as Dr.
Walsh had,” Kent said.

On the Net:
National Institute on Media and the Family:
http://www.mediafamily.org

Officials: Beware of dangerous
holiday toy imports from China

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

MIAMI  U.S. Customs and Border
Protection officials are warning holiday
shoppers to stay away from imported toys
that might be dangerous for kids or violate
copyright laws.

Items intercepted this year so far include
black toy guns that could be easily confused
for real firearms, yellow toy ducks with lead

paint and bright green, frog-shaped lighters
without safety mechanismes.

At a press conference in Miami on
Monday, customs officials said authorities
last year seized more than 1,000 shipments
of products that violated either intellectual
property rights laws or consumer product
safety standards.

Officials said the majority of the seized
cargo came from China.
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State Farm® has reduced
auto rates 1in
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hasi peim
LIKE A GOOD NEIGHROR & STATE FARM IS THERE."
b na

David B Rosenbery, Agent
Ir15L Lic. & 0618319
120 Providing Insurance ang Financial Servces

Santa Mo Servicing Our Customers & Community Since 1982

Bus: 310-458.3 I':'. b vl Soluituil

www.drdinsurance.com \riafan

Introducing fast-track service
for minor injuries and illnesses

11amto 11 pm

Nethercutt Emergency Center
15th St. and Arizona Ave.
(310) 319-4870

The better andfaStER way to get better,

Vo ¥.W Santa Monica- UCLA
Medical Center
and
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FI RST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

OF SANTA MONICA®
1220 Second Street: Sant55Mnnica
Event Infn:i3~1l3 45141303
www.firstpressantamonica.org

Comprents Comists Pacrant

Sunday, December 20, at 5 00 p. m.

Come enjoy the fun pageantry of the children at First Pres re- enacting the first Christmas!

Family Christmas Eve Service

Thursday, December 24, at 5:00 p.m.
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Traditional Christmas Eve Service

Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols

Thursday, December 24, at 8:00 p.m.
- Traditional music sung by the Chancel Choir.
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HoLipay EVENTS IN /JOWNTOWN SANTA MONICA

CHANUKAH MENORAH LIGHTING

December 11 - 18
Ceremony at Sundown
Center Court Third Street Promenade

Between Santa Monica Blvd. & Arizona Ave.

www.winterlit.com
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Aging population may
be reason for decline

FROM CRIME PAGE 1

Rosenfeld, a sociologist at the University of
Missouri-St. Louis who has studied crime
trends.

Rosenfeld said he did not expect the 10
percent drop in killings to be sustained over
the entire year, as more data is reported. But
he said the broad declines are exceptional,
given that past recessions stretching back to
the 1950’s have boosted crime rates.

Bill Bratton, the former chief of the Los
Angeles Police Department, said the
decrease comes from major police depart-
ments closely tracking developing crime pat-
terns.

“Police have gotten much better at ana-
lyzing numbers and responding quickly,”
said Bratton, now chairman of Altegrity
Security Consulting, a private security firm
based in Virginia. “Los Angeles has been in
an economic downturn almost two years
ahead of the country and is now in its eighth
straight year of crime decline.”

In times of recession, property crimes, in
particular, are expected to rise.

They haven't.

Overall, property crimes fell by 6.1 per-
cent, and violent crimes by 4.4 percent,
according to the six-month data collected by
the FBI. Crime rates haven't been this low
since the 1960’s, and are nowhere near the
peak reached in the early 1990's.

Rosenfeld said there are several possible
explanations, including that extended unem-
ployment benefits, food stamps, and other
government-driven economic stimulus “have
cushioned and delayed for many people the
big blows that come from a recession.”

Those benefits will have to run out even-
tually, he cautioned.

Another possible factor is that with more
people home from work, it is harder for bur-
glars to break into a home or apartment
unnoticed by neighbors, he said. Rosenfeld
said another possibility is that because big
cities’ technology-driven, “smart policing”
efforts are driving down national rates.

The new figures show car thefts also
dropped significantly, falling nearly 19 per-
cent and continuing a sharp downward
trend in that category. Some believe that big
drop in car theft is due largely to the securi-
ty locking systems installed on most models,
as well as more high-tech deterrents like car
recovery devices that use the Global
Positioning System.

James Alan Fox, a criminal justice profes-
sor at Northeastern University, said he was
not surprised by the overall downward
trends.

“The popular wisdom is wrong,” said
Fox. “If a law-abiding citizen loses their job,
they don’t typically go on a crime spree.”

Fox argued the decline is partly due to the
graying of America. As the over-50 popula-
tion grows, he said, crime goes down, even
while other social costs, like health care, go
up.

Like Rosenfeld, Fox also doubted that big
changes — like a 10 percent drop in murders
— are sustainable.

“We shouldn't celebrate too loudly,” he
said, arguing that it may be a statistical fluke,
but one which can also generate complacen-
cy on the part of public officials.

“You don't solve the crime problem, you
only control it,” he said.

The figures are based on data supplied to
the FBI by more than 11,700 police and law
enforcement agencies. They compare
reported crimes in the first six months of
this year to the first six months of last year.
Separate statistics compiled by the Justice
Department measure both reported and
unreported crimes.

The early 2009 data suggests the crime-
dropping trend of 2008 is not just continu-
ing but accelerating. In 2008, the same data
showed a nearly 4 percent drop in murder
and manslaughter, and an overall drop in
violent crime of 1.9 percent from 2007 to
2008.

According to the FBI figures, reports of
violent crime fell about 7 percent in cities
with 1 million or more people. But in towns
with 10,000 to 25,000 people, violent crime
ticked up slightly by 1.7 percent.

Each city’s data was different, but collec-
tively pointed to less crime in every major
category.

Nationwide, rape fell by 3.3 percent, and
robbery by 6.5 percent. Arsons, which are
subject to a variety of reporting standards,
declined more than 8 percent.

The FBI's data for New York City shows
204 reported murders in the first half of
2009, compared to 252 in same period last
year. By comparison, Oklahoma City saw
reported killings increase from 26 to 32, the
FBI said. Phoenix, Ariz., saw 10 fewer
killings, dropping from 86 in the first half of
2008 to 76 in the first half of this year,
according to the data.
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INTERESTED IN YOUR DAILY FORECAST?

CRECK OUT THE HOROSCOPES ON PAGE 13!

Call us at (310) 458-7737
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Christmas Eve Family Service

Thursday, December 24 - 4 pm
Children & Youth Choirs
Handbells

Christmas Eve Cana”ef‘igﬁf Service

Thursday, December 24 - 11 pm
1
|
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FIGSANTAMONICA.COM

7

Choir, Organ & Harp
Candlelight

1008 11th Street « Santa Monica, CA 90403
1h & H’ésﬁfnghn - pfe-n.fy of free par.ﬁfng in cﬁrurcﬁgarage

www.santamonicaumc.org * 310-393-8258

FIG

(| RESTAURANT

SANTA MONICA

FIG AT FIVE.

Come to Chef Ray Garcia’s seasonal bistro FIG Restaurant to
enjoy FIG ot Five. Every Tuesday through Saturday, FIG offers
a selection of FIVE different wines, cheeses and charcuteries
for $5 each from 5-6 p.m. Sample wines from boutique
wineries and the perfect bites with friends — it's the perfect
way to end the day!

FOR RESERVATIONS, CALL 310-319-3111
FIG RESTAURANT | 101 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica, 90401
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Chess program will continue
at Ocean Park Library

FROM CHESS PAGE 1

participants at Fairview won't follow the
program to Ocean Park, and Carroll said it’s
possible the library system could end up with
just one day for chess if attendance drops.

“l regret it very much but it's not my
decision to make,” Carroll said of the end of
chess at Fairview.

Contacted last week, Greg Mullen, City
Hall’s director of library systems, said he was
unaware that the chess program was ending
at Fairview. Decisions about specific pro-
grams are in the hands of branch managers,
he said, adding that library staff “certainly
has the authority to stop something if they
think it’s not working.”

Catherine Ronan, the branch manager at
Fairview, could not be reached for comment
on Monday.

Though Bloch was told the reason for end-
ing the program was financial, others have
noted the program takes up very few resources.

“l don't see that there’s that much to be
gained by shutting it down and | think it is a nice
way of integrating the community,” said David
Lappen, whose son Josh, 15, regularly plays at
Fairview. “It serves all different levels of people
form children to the homeless and the elderly.”

“When | heard that they were going to
shut this down when it costs virtually noth-
ing to put on, it just seemed wrong to me,”
said Paul Scott, 57, who has regularly attend-
ed in the past three years.

All of the chess boards were donated, Bloch
said, and his wages at the library are about $13
per hour. When he was told the program was
being discontinued he suggested seeking dona-
tions to cover the costs, but, he said, “when that
was broached, there was no response.”

To some, the program at Fairview has
been particularly significant because it

NEITHER OF US

ARE STELLAR

CHESS PLAYERS, BUT IT'S
A BEAUTIFUL, BEAUTIFUL
COMMUNITY."”

Maxine Meltzer
chess program participant

serves such a diverse cross section of the
Santa Monica community.

“Everything that’s in America walks into
that room,” Bloch said.

He’s watched Palestinians play games
with Israelis and Sri Lankans play with
Tamils, he said. Many of the players come
directly to the library to play chess from
nearby Will Rogers Elementary and John
Adams Middle School.

Cody O’Connell, 15, said he would drop by
every week over the summer to volunteer. “It’s
pretty much everybody just trying to learn
something from somebody else,” he said.

The Fairview branch has even hosted
rock stars of the game.

In 2007, the library held an event where
Grand Master Var Akobian, California’s
highest rated player, played about 20 oppo-
nents simultaneously.

Jonah Blume-Kemkes, now 13, took part
in the match and remembers the day vividly.

“He had beaten everybody and | was the
last game,” he said. “It was pretty close to a
draw but in the end he beat me. | thought it
was a great experience.”

nickt@smdp.com

Others want to replicate Snoop’s model

FROM FOOTBALL PAGE 3

better for their kids.”

Broadus, 38, launched the league in 2005
with $1 million of his own money after
noticing that much of urban Los Angeles
had no football for boys ages 5 to 13. He’s
since invested about $300,000, Wadood said.
The league now has 2,500 kids enrolled.

Broadus, who was promoting his new
album “Malice in Wonderland” this week,
would not comment.

The camaraderie that developed from
playing together in the Snoop league has
made the Crenshaw team a more cohesive,
confident unit on and off the field. In a
steamroller season, the Cougars have earned
a 14-0 record, nabbing the Los Angeles city
title.

“It’s like a big family,” said running back
De’Anthony Thomas, a junior who sports a
big gold and diamond cross pendant around
his neck and who got his nickname “Black
Mamba” in the Snoop league because of his
speedy agility similar to the dangerous
African snhake.

It also helps team members fend off peer
pressure to join gangs.

“It keeps me out of trouble, from hang-
ing in places | shouldn’t be,” said wide
receiver Geno Hall, a senior with diamond
stud earrings. “It’s helped me to grow
mentally.”

While Broadus’ larger-than-life figure
was not the motivation for the kids to play
football, his personal involvement boosts the
self-esteem of boys who often receive little

attention at home. The rapper attends games
and allows his bodyguards to let players
approach him freely.

Those intangibles, said coach Garrett, are
invaluable for inner-city youth. The burly
coach sees his job as much about taking a
troubled team member home for food or
clothing as it is about football. He lectures
about keeping up grades and has imposed a
rule requiring neckties, dress shirts and
trousers on Fridays during season to get
players out of the “hood culture.”

The success of Crenshaw and the Snoop
league is capturing widespread attention.
College recruiters have already approached
players such as Thomas and Hall, and the
league is fielding calls from cities such as
Dallas and Pittsburgh that want to replicate
the Snoop model.

In the short term, though, all eyes are on
Saturday’s championship game against
Concord De La Salle, to be televised
statewide from the 27,000-seat Home Depot
Center in nearby Carson.

For Crenshaw, where almost 40 percent
of students drop out and about 70 percent of
students receive free or cheaper lunches,
excitement is high.

Students have held fundraisers to buy
tickets for families who cannot afford them
and provide bus transportation to the game.
News crews have trooped across campus to
film the team, but players are working to stay
focused.

“l just get down on the field and play
football,” Thomas said. “I’'m blocking all that
out.”
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Economy, Obama Inauguration
are named top stories of 2009

DAVID CRARY
AP National Writer

NEW YORK The convoluted American
economy — restoring windfalls to a
lucky few while leaving millions jobless
and distraught — was the top news story
of 2009, followed closely by the inaugu-
ration of President Barack Obama,
according to U.S. editors and news direc-
tors voting in The Associated Press’
annual poll.

The economy, which has superseded
other issues as Americans’ No. 1 concern,
received 61 first-place votes out of 117 bal-
lots cast for the top 10 stories. A related saga,
the tribulations of the U.S. auto industry,
was voted the No. 4 story.

In 2008, the top story was Obama’s elec-
tion as the first African-American president.
His inauguration this year was No. 2, receiv-
ing 45 first-place votes, while the bruising
battle in Congress over a health care over-
haul was No. 3.

For the first time, the AP also enabled
members of the general public to select their
list of top stories, setting up a separate vote
on Facebook. Those voters, 1,410 in all,
reversed the order of the editors’ and news
directors’ top two stories — placing Obama’s
inauguration first and the economy second,
but the two Top 10 lists had eight stories in
common.

One notable difference was that Michael
Jackson’s death was No. 3 among Facebook
voters, instead of seventh on the AP mem-
bers’ list.

Here are 2009’s top 10 stories as voted by
the U.S. editors and news directors:

1. THE ECONOMY: Despite a $787
billion federal stimulus package, much of
the U.S. economy continued to sputter
throughout the year. The jobless rate
topped 10 percent, scores of banks failed,
the federal deficit tripled to a record $1.4
trillion, and stocks fell to their lowest
levels since 1997 before rallying. Yet
investment banks’ profits surged, trigger-
ing public anger and efforts in
Washington to crack down on Wall Street
bonuses.

2. OBAMA INAUGURATION:
Inauguration Day in January was a moving
moment for many Americans, as the nation’s
first black president took the oath of office.
But Obama soon confronted the sobering
realities of governing as he struggled to get
the economy back on track and win support
for his ambitious legislative priorities.

3. HEALTH CARE: A sweeping overhaul
of the U.S. health care system, extending
coverage to millions of Americans now
without it, was a top priority for Obama and
majority Democrats in Congress. But
Republicans were almost unanimously
opposed, leading to complex, bitterly parti-
san showdowns in both chambers.

4. AUTO INDUSTRY: It was an
immensely challenging year for America’s
Big Three automakers. General Motors and
Chrysler filed for bankruptcy, GM’s CEO
Rick Wagoner was ousted by the govern-
ment, and Chrysler was pressured into an
alliance with Italy’s Fiat. Ford avoided bank-
ruptcy, but its worldwide sales — like its
competitors’ — fell sharply.

5. SWINE FLU: Swine flu struck tens
of millions of people worldwide, worry-
ing governments as supplies of vaccine
failed to meet demand. In the United
States, according to federal authorities,
swine flu sickened an estimated 50 mil-
lion people, hospitalized close to 200,000
and killed 10,000.

6. AFGHANISTAN: Casualties on all
sides mounted as U.S. forces, with their
Afghan and NATO allies, battled the resilient
Taliban. President Obama, after lengthy
deliberations, opted to send 30,000 more
troops. His decision was complicated by the
disputed Afghan election, which prompted
allegations of widespread fraud but resulted
in President Hamid Karzai taking office for a
second five-year term.

7. MICHAEL JACKSON DIES: The
“King of Pop” died at the age of 50, trig-
gering grief and nostalgia among his
legions of fans around the world. His doc-
tor became the focus of a Los Angeles
police homicide investigation after telling
investigators he administered propofol, a
powerful operating room anesthetic, to
help the pop star sleep.

8. FORT HOOD RAMPAGE: An Army
psychiatrist, Maj. Nidal Hasan, was
accused of killing 13 people at Fort
Hood, a sprawling military base in Texas,
before being seriously wounded by police
gun fire. Investigations were launched to
determine if authorities missed warning
signs that might have prevented the ram-
page.

9. EDWARD KENNEDY DIES: Sen.
Edward Kennedy, who carried on the family
legacy after the deaths of his three older
brothers, died of brain cancer after a distinc-
tive political career filled with highs and
lows. Though his own presidential aspira-
tions were thwarted, he earned bipartisan
respect for decades of hard work in the
Senate.

10. MIRACLE ON HUDSON: A US
Airways passenger jet, both its engines dis-
abled, made an emergency ditching in the
Hudson River, and all 155 on board survived
in what was dubbed “The Miracle on the
Hudson.” The veteran pilot, Chesley
Sullenberger, was hailed as a hero for avert-
ing a disaster.

Just missing the Top 10 was the confirma-
tion of Sonia Sotomayor as the first Hispanic
justice on the Supreme Court.

The war and political turmoil in Irag was
voted the No. 16 story, the first time since
2001 that Irag was not in the Top 10.

The results of Facebook voting closely
resembled the AP members’ choices; each
Top 10 list had only two stories not on the
other list. Sotomayor’s confirmation and
Iran — the tensions related to its election
and nuclear program — were in the
Facebook Top 10 but not the members’ Top
10. The Fort Hood rampage and
Afghanistan did not make the Facebook Top
10.

In both cases, several write-in votes were
cast for a development that occurred too late
to be included on the ballot — the scandal
enveloping golfer Tiger Woods after he
crashed his car outside his home early one
morning and eventually confessed to marital
infidelity.

Here are the Facebook voting results:

1. Obama’s inauguration.

2. The U.S. economy.

3. Michael Jackson dies.

4. Miracle on the Hudson.

5. Swine flu.

6. Health care overhaul.

7. Edward Kennedy dies.

8. Auto industry woes.

9. Iran.

10. Sotomayor joins Supreme Court.

The Facebook voting, conducted on a
non-scientific basis, was for entertain-
ment purposes only and shouldn’'t be
considered an accurate reflection of pub-
lic opinion.

Now Legal Services provides messenger services, rush court

filings on motorcycles and rush process servings. Our services
include the preparation of documents for small claims court
filings, the filing in the court and serving the papers.

Call NOW LEGAL SERVICES for details.

=SS 1134821567

LEGAL SERVICE nowlegalonline.com
24-HOUR ATTORNEY SERVICE *CALL US FOR DETAILS
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Green Brooms Music Academy would like to congratulate its students
who performed at the 2009 Winter Recital, which was held at the 5anta Monica
Public Library Auditorium on Sunday, December &th. Our recital featured 45
performances from 32 different student performers, many of whom had never
participated in a recital befare. In lieu of charging admission, Green Brooms
family and friends were asked to bring non-perishable food items which were
donated to S5anta Monica's Westside Food Bank. Thank yvou to our community of
music lavers for supporting our students and attending this joyous event.

¥
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Y . MUSIC ACADEMY
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www.greenbrooms.com

Get inspired in the new year. Call us today at 310.310.2623 to sign up for lessons!
1513 6th Street, Suite 203, Santa Monica, CA 90401
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SURF REPORT

WATER TEMP: 59°

Surr CONDITIONS

SWELL FORECAST
Should still see some head high sets around west facing breaks from this swell. NW wind swell
though is also expected, which could be rather persistent and peaky.

LonNG RANGE SyNoOPSIS

LOOKS SMALLER, PERHAPS JUST WAIST HIGH MOST EVERYWHERE. WINDS ARE EXPECTED TO BECOME OFFSHORE IN THE MORNING, 104+ MPH NEAR THE COAST.
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NASCAR

Johnson named male
athlete of the year

JENNA FRYER

AP Auto Racing Writer

CHARLOTTE, N.C. There was little recognition
outside the racing world when Jimmie
Johnson won his first NASCAR championship.

Same with his second, and again with his
third.

But four straight championships? That’s a
different story.

Johnson, the first driver in NASCAR his-
tory to win four consecutive titles, earned
mainstream recognition Monday when he
was honored as the Male Athlete of the Year
by members of The Associated Press.

Johnson received 42 votes from editors at
U.S. newspapers which are members of the AP.
Tennis star Roger Federer (30 votes) and
Olympic sprinter Usain Bolt (29) were the only
other athletes with totals in the double- digits.

Although Tiger Woods was named
Athlete of the Decade, the golfer received
only nine votes for Athlete of the Year. He
was tied with NBA star Kobe Bryant and
slugger Albert Pujols in fourth place. Woods,
who was ranked No. 1 in his sport but failed
to win one of golf’s majors this season, was
never a top contender — even before the sex
scandal that unraveled his personal life fol-
lowing a Nov. 27 traffic accident.

For Johnson, the first race car driver to be
named the AP’s Athlete of the Year in its 78-
year history, the award is the validation he’s
been waiting for since he began his historic
run in 2006.

“We'd been wondering the last few years,
‘When is this going to hit?” he said. “It
seems like the answer is now. The wave is
finally peaking, and we don’t know where it’s
going to take us. The fourth straight title
takes it out of our sport and makes it a point
of discussion — like, “‘Wow, a race car driver
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won this thing.

The 34-year-old Californian again
schooled the competition, winning four of
his seven races this season when the Chase
for the Sprint Cup championship began in
September. Two-time champion Tony
Stewart dominated the “regular season,” but
it was Johnson and his No. 48 Hendrick
Motorsports team that turned it up when
the stakes were highest.

In the 10 Chase races, Johnson finished
outside the top-10 only once: when he
wrecked at Texas with Sam Hornish Jr. three
laps into the eighth race. The crash proved
Johnson’s mettle, as he sat inside his car, hel-
met on, for more than an hour as crew chief
Chad Knaus led a total rebuild of his
Chevrolet so that Johnson could return to
the track.

Although the 38th-place finish decimated
his cozy lead in the standings, he shrugged
off any potential challenge by rolling into
Phoenix the next week and leading 238 of
the 312 laps en route to a victory that turned
the season finale into a low-key Sunday drive
for Johnson.

“I'm pretty sure that dude’s Superman,”
said teammate Mark Martin, who finished
second in the standings, 141 points behind
Johnson.

The march into the record books has
attracted attention for Johnson far beyond
NASCAR’s insulated garage. HBO Sports’
award-winning “24/7” program has tabbed
Johnson for a four-episode series that will
chronicle his preparation for the 2010 sea-
son-opening Daytona 500.

And he received widespread attention
earlier this month when he donated
$922,000 in educational grants to 26 schools
in California, North Carolina and
Oklahoma.
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Girls and Sports

Aero Theatre
1328 Montana Ave.
(323) 466-FILM

Call theater for information.

AMC Loews Broadway 4
1441 Third Street
Promenade

2012 (PG-13) 2hr 38min
12:00, 3:30, 7:00, 10:20

The Hurt Locker (R) 2hrs 11 min
1:40, 7:30

Fantastic Mr. Fox (PG) 1hr
27min

10:15 a.m., 12:25, 2:45, 5:00,
7:15, 9:35

The Messenger (R) 1hr 45min
11:00 a.m., 4:45, 10:30

Ninja Assassin (R) 1hr 39 min
10:20 a.m., 12:40, 3:00, 5:25,
7:50, 10:15

AMC 7 Santa Monica
1310 Third St.
(310) 289-4262

1:55, 4:40, 7:30, 10:00
Ninja Assassin (R) 1hr 39min
12:30, 2:55, 5:15 Home (2009) (PG-13) 1hr 24min
1:30, 7:10
Brothers (R) 1hr 50min
10:45 a.m., 1:50, 4:30, 7:15,
10:00

Punctured Hope (NR) 1hr 46min
4:30, 9:40

Princess and the Frog (G) 1hr
35min
11:00 a.m., 1:45, 4:15, 6:45, 9:30

Mann’s Criterion Theatre
1313 Third St.

(310) 395-1599
Princess and the Frog (G):
Closed Captions 1hr 35min

The Blind Side (PG-13) 2hrs
12:15, 2:45, 5:15, 7:45, 10:15

6min
Up in the Air (R) 1hr 49min 12:20, 1:10, 3:30, 4:10, 7:10,
11:15 a.m., 1:00, 2:00, 3:45, 4:45, 10:10

6:30, 7:30, 9:15, 10:30

Did You Hear About the
Morgans? (PG-13) 1hr 43min
11:30 a.m., 12:30, 2:00, 3:00,
4:30, 5:30, 7:00, 8:00, 9:30,
10:30

Avatar 3D (PG-13) 2hrs 40min
10:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m., 2:15,
3:15, 6:00, 7:00, 9:45, 10:45

Laemmle’s Monica Fourplex
1332 Second St.

(310) 394-9741 -
The Twilight Saga: New Moon

(PG-13) 2hrs 10min
12:40, 3:40, 6:40, 9:40

Precious (R) 1hr 59min
1:40, 4:30, 7:20, 10:00

Road (R) 2hr 7min

By Justin Borus and Andrew Feinstein

-
WHERE'S '\ SHE SAID SHE | MICHELLE?!
MICHELLE? /COULDN'T GO | WHAT'RE
00T WITHME | YOO DOING
TONIGHT BECAUSE |~ HERE?
SHE NEEDS TO |>=
\ SEE A DOCTOR

Fantastic Mr. Fox (PG) 1hr
27min
12:10, 2:20, 4:50

For more information, e-mail news@smdp.com

. Garfield
Treat yourself, Aquarius ______

ARIES (March 21-April 19)

* %% Refuse to look backward. There is also a
problem with looking forward. You cannot stay
present in your life if you look in either direc-
tion. Think about how you feel when someone
is distracted and not listening. Tonight: Do your
thing.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

%% %% Your holiday goals are about to come
to fruition. Make sure you complete as much as
you can today, before events and people cause
complications. Know what you want, and you'll
be ahead of the game. Tonight: Where your
friends are.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

* %k ** Touch base with many of your friends
and associates. This might be the last time you
can wish them merry Christmas. You also
might have to take the lead at work or domes-
tically in order to get a project done. Tonight:
Where the gang is.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)

* %% %% Find expert advice, or listen to a part-
ner who just might know more than you think.
Being able to defer could be more significant
than it appears to be. Flow with others and
their needs. Tonight: Reach out for a loved one.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

*% %% You don't play second fiddle all that
easily, but under the present circumstances
you will need to. Your way or style of handling
a personal matter perhaps needs a little bit of
doctoring. Tonight: Defer to others' sugges-
tions.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
*%%** You understand that others
demand the limelight in nearly all realms of
your life. Though you might feel frustrated,
tap into your ingenuity. Your ideas will
become more important than you realize.
Tonight: Say "yes."

1:20, 4:10, 7:00, 9:50

An Education (PG13) 1hr 55min

Happy birthda

This year, you want to change a lot about your daily life. You will have just that oppor-
tunity for transformation. Your vision of what could happen might not coincide with

what really happens. In either case, you could be quite content. Examine your long-

Invictus (PG-13) 2hrs 12min
1:20, 4:20, 6:30, 7:20, 9:20,
10:20

LIBRA (Sept. 23-0ct. 22)

* % %% Complete any errands if you can. Start
clearing out work as well. Honor a natural give-
and-take that goes on between you and anoth-
er person. If an idea doesn't work, revamp it.
Tonight: Mellow out.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

***k* Sometimes no one can stop you,
and this is such a time. Your imagination,
charisma and energy mix, making it close to
impossible to say "no" to you. Knowing this,
go for what you want. Tonight: Zero in on
what you want.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

*% % Stay centered when others seem to be
losing it with the heavy holiday schedule. You
could choose to stay close to home or work
from home, if that might help you stay on top
of your work and personal schedule. Tonight:
Easy does it.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

*k***x Zero in on what you want.
Conversations open doors and allow greater
flexibility. If you want to try a different
approach or style, just communicate your
intentions and go for it. Tonight: Where the
action is.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

*%%* The time for conversation has come.
You might want to open up with someone you
look up to. You might be so much for an idea,
that you could be overwhelmed and decide to
overcommit your resources. Careful! Tonight:
Your treat.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

*%*%%* Think twice and understand what
needs to happen. You could see a sudden
change in what is happening. Keep an
overview in mind as long as you can. You
could be delightfully surprised. Tonight:
Whatever knocks your socks off.

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you'll have:
% % % % % Dynamic %% So0-So
* %% % Positive * Difficult
* %% Average

term desires, and don't focus too much on the status quo. Sometimes events occur in a tumultuous manner. If you are single, you'll open a new door.
Welcome different types of people. In fact, the person you choose could be from a foreign country. If you are attached, the two of you will benefit

from better communication and a willingness to detach. Work on the friendship that exists between you as well. PISCES understands you well.

SHE AND TAD ARE
FINDING OUT THE GENDER

OF THEIR CHILD.

Creators Syndicate.
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YES, I WINTERIZED
MY LAWN MOWER...

girlsandsports.com

By John Forgetta & L.A. Rose

WHAT'S THE News?

THEY FOUND A
PARKING SPOT AT THE
CLeveLAND CLINIC.

Hi, Drew. ReaLLy?
THAT'S S0 WONDERFUL.

GOOPD TALKING
TO YO0, TOO!

DADS KEEP
IT SHORT
AND SWEET
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Adult Day
Services

For more brain
boosting activities,
check out our
Adult Day
Service Center.

Speed Bump

By Dave Coverly

» Free preview day
with lunch!

* Memaory jogging
exercises

ATTITUDEC.
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| CAN'T STAND THAT GUYS
MORE - EVOLVED - THAN-THOU

X
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 Fun entertainment

= Support resources

(310) 452-7802

1510 Pico Boulevard
S5anta Monica, CA
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Sudoky

Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can = AVAEGA %Aggéﬂuﬁ?b:r‘?zig
appear only once in each row, column, and 3x3 block. Use logic PABLLIENS 1 okot: $162M
and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from % (easiest) to *x%** (hardest).

captT 19 30 37 40 44
TLOTT O veganumber: 6
TEY Jackpot: $47M

Fﬂﬂfas_}'f 251625 38
DAITLY 3 tie: 322

1st: 12 Lucky Charms
2nd: 09 Winning Spirit
3rd: 11 Money Bags

Ditficulty Level % %

217

416 |2 MYSTERY REVEALED et Thomas newsgsnpcom

PANLY'PERBY ce TivE: 14114
Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number
. . information, mistake In the event of any di ies, Californi
4 1 9 Reader Brian Koch correctly identified this photo of a dinosaur head statue located in the 900 [ [REetirsmolimeinheio i
. . g . . information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery
block of 11th Street. He will receive two VIP passes to Pacific Park on the Santa Monica Pier. rtalrs, Visit the Calfoia Sate Lotery web st athp:fwin.calttery.com

1 Check tomorrow’s paper for another chance to win.

()]
N
w

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
BY CHUCK SHEPARD

CROSSWORD LIAIL[A UlL . B From a police report in the
5 8 1 4 B THOM AS JOSEPH ARITID MIEIN ;l)o'rtAhn B(?f¥iég: ti?\rilci’;eNglth:ttr(gf?;E
y RIE|BIA PIIE light, realizing that cars had not
6 4 9 ACROSS 40 Asp or VIE|R|M | [S]A] | moved through two light changes,
. Iked up to the lead car to inves-
5T 17 1Molvile adder  [AILIAID ATUIT] | mastn e e
6 tain rn - E E|RIE| | able to move on the green lights
capta ou u
) ) S(C|A|D D|E|[R/| | because she was still on the phone
9 8 711 5 Enjoys a music T{A[PER[O] 1 [ | 2 thes driving ot would be ie-
book 42 Moved ARIP GIE RIGITIA gal. The officer said a brief lecture
King Features Syndicate improved the woman's under-
' 10 Blood slowly GIATRI T [ND| T A[NJA] | standing of the aw
GETTING STARTED fluid 43 Lawman E[V[O[L|V|ES|T]A[R]|® The inspector general of the
There are many strategies to solving Sudoku. One way to begin is to National Science Foundation
examine each 3x3 grid and figure out which numbers are missing. Then, 12 Concur Eliot RIE|V|I|E|W LIE|IN[O revealed that on-the-iob viewi
based on the other numbers in the row and column of each blank cell, eveale at on-the J.Ob viewing
find which of the missing numbers will work. Eliminating numbers will 4.3 Game_ . L|E|E|R][S E|D|E|N of pornography Web sites was so
eventually lead you to the answer. ’ widespread at the agency that the
y show DOWN YQSterday S answer resultant ethics investigations hin-
SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY'S PUZZLE ; . d d h . .. f
|OS€I’ S 1 Accordlng 14 EaSy 27 Hair in?/reestiga;?ngp;guadryonn:;l:;rl\(t)nco::-
2 9 4 5 1 6 8 7 3 prize to decision colors tracts. The agency report,
381714 2191 5 g| 15Quarter-  2Made  19French 29 Stick i Septemoe, et the heavis
back better school 30 Arm user was a senior executive who
; logged on to pornography at least
5 1 6 7 8 3 9 4 2 Mannlng 3 ShOW up 20 As a Support- 331 days in 2008. He subsequently
16 Fish eqggs 4 Except retired, but before leaving defend-
829154367 result of ers .
17Useda 5 Latestfad 24Worked ~ 33Senator | e ists sty ped impor
7 3 5 2 6 8 4 1 9 couch 6 Nest item leather Kefauver erished women in Third World
countries to earn a decent living
6 4 1 9 3 7 2 8 5 18 Echo 7 Stands 25 Take 35 Went fast (by posing for pornography).
20 Sample 8 Slander testimony 38 Mamie’s
9783 4/5|l6 2 1 recording 9 Brawls from mate
21 Home 11 Bathroom 26 Female 39 Major Cornwallis  Valley
. . Railway begins oper-
4 5 2 6 9 1 7 3 8 deS|_gn fixture grad no-no ation between Kingsport and
1 6/3|8 7 2 9 4 22 Avails NEW CROSSWORD BOOK! Send $4.75 (check/m.o.) to Kentville, Nova Scotla.

5

g The Dreyfus affair
oneself of Thomas Joseph Book 2, P.0. Box 536475, Orlando, FL 32853-6475 begins, in France,

23 Make 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 when Alfred Dreyfus is wrongly
Your ad could runhere!  Your ad could run here! speeches | — ComeLed o s on antise
Call us today at (310) 458-7737  Call us today at (310) 458-7737 o5 \\riter The GOELRO econom-
13 ic development plan
Roald is adopted by the 8th Congress of
28 Smidgens 15 16 Soviets of the Russian SFSR.
The Lincoln Tunnel opens
/ 31 General 8 19 to traffic in New York City.
Robert — World War II: Himaré
. . is captured by the
' ’ 32 Bram, Greek army.
slangily World War II: Adolf
Hitler signs the order to
the doctor will 34 Groan 20 develop the V-2 rocket as a weapon.
5 inducer World War II: Battle of
hear VOU Now 35 Salt. t 3 the Bulge - German
a 0] troops demand the surrender of
Slm ,one United States troops at Bastogne,
Belgium, prompting the famous
36 That one word reply by General
g Uy’ S Anthony McAuliffe: "Nuts!"
oo 11 B 1T A 37 Ubiqui- 40 WORD UP!
P R dolorous \DOH-luh-ruhs\ , adjec-
Ad | tous 42 tive; 1. Marked by, causing, or
it @ | expressing grief or sorrow.
12-22
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YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!

Some restrictions may apply.

(10 458-7737

Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

Visit us online at smdp.com

Santa Monica Dailp Vress

Classifieds

5% per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.

Prepay your ad today!

e (3 =
VISA
L | Wi

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales

Health and Beauty
Fitness

CLASSIFICATIONS: Furniture Vacation Rentals Real Estate
Announcements Pet Apartments/Condos Real Estate Loans
. Rent Storage Space
:realtwe q Vehicles for Sale
mployment Massage
For Sale Services

Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

T

Advertising Sales

The Santa Monica Daily Press, Santa
Monica’s Daily newspaper is seeking
an Advertising Account Executive.
Previous advertising sales experi-
ence isn't needed but it's certainly a
plus. The job is meeting and net-
working with local and national
businesses to help them get their
message to our readers here in
Santa Monica. We're looking for
smart, friendly people who are moti-
vated by money to join our growing
sales team. Great work environment,
must bring a positive attitude and
outlook to our team. If you play well
with others, are aggressive without
being pushy, and have a drive to
succeed, we want to work with you.
Resumes are accepted via email to
Rob Schwenker -
Schwenker@smdp.com

PART-TIME SALES position. Our attor-
ney service is looking for referrals to law
firms. Referrals result in ongoing com-
missions. Submit resume to
bsherkowitz@aol.com

WE ARE a stable Company consisting of
12 salons. We are offering job opportu-
nities in our Santa Monica location. We
have 10 chairs and are looking to add
one person to our team.

We offer a 36-week training program, in
addition to the opportunity to travel
overseas for education, as well as be
part of our yearly photo shoots.

The unique individual we are looking for
needs to be a natural go-getter, have a
great sense of style as well as being
warm, friendly and have a great atti-
tude.

If you have a stable clientele, that is a
plus.

Commission or booth rental to be
discussed ~ Contact:  Jennifer at
310.980.8188 and e-mail your resume
to: Jleong1005@aol.com

MAR VISTA, 11621 Braddock Dr. unit 2
2bdrm. 1.5 bath, $1295, townhouse
style, stove, carpt, w/d hookup, patio,
gated parking, carpet, intercom entry,
no pets.$700 off move-in
(310)967-4471 www.jkwproperties.com

1244 Euclid 2+1 upper unit #10 stove,
fridge, marble bathroom floors, carpets
blinds, free standing balcony, parking,
pets OK with deposit .$1675/mo
(310)578-7512 www.jkwproperties.com

1248 11TH st.unit A 2bdrm/1 1/2bath,
lower carpet stove, blinds, laundry, vinyl
flooring, balcony parking, no pets.on
site manager $1625.(310)393-6322
www.jkwproperties.com

12500 CULVER Blvd., near Marina 1+1
$975 Includes parking, laundry , eleva-
tor, gated MUST SEE Call Lenny
(310)822-7282

2712 ABBOT Kinney, in Venice

parking, laundry, gated. All utilities
included 1+1 $1150, single $895. Call
Doug (310)577-9609

ADVERTISE! CALL US (310) 458-7737

833 5TH St. SM upper unit 206 single
$1395 stove, carpet, blinds, swimming
pool, laundry, granite countertops,
wood/tile floors, intercom entry, gated
parking, no pets. (310)393-2547
www.jkwproperties.com

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310)869-7901

835 Pacific St. #7, Studio, hardwood
floors utilities included $1050

1037 5th St. #6 North of Wilshire 2+2
Recently refurbished $2395

1214 Idaho Ave. #8, 2+1 1/2
Townhouse, avail Jan 1, $2595

Please visit our website for
complete listings and information on
vacancies in Santa Monica
and the Westside
www.howardmanagement.com
rentals@howardmanagement.com

Culver City 4058 LaSalle Unit B lower
duplex unit 1bdrm/lbath, hardwood
floors, ceiling fan, breakfast nook,
washer/dryer stove, fridge, parking, no
pets.  $1599/mo  (310)578-7512
www.jkwproperties.com

L.A. GROVE area 428 N Orange Grove
unit 101 1+1 stove, fridge, blinds, tile
bathroom separate tub/shower hard-
wood/ vinyl floors, on-site laundry no
pets $1175/mo $700 off move-in
(310) 578-7512 jkwproperties.com

MAR VISTA 12450 Culver Blvd. Unit 213,
Single stove, fridge, blinds, carpet, til-
ing, flooring, granite counter tops, with
utilities, intercom entry, gated parking,
no pets. $895/mo (888)414-7778
www.jkwproperties.com

MAR VISTA 12766 Matteson Ave #8 2+2
$1375/mo stove, fridge, tile and vinlyn
floors, blinds, parking, laundry, no pets
call between 5:30-7:30pm units shown
by apptonly $500 off move-in
(310) 439-1928 jkwproperties.com

MAR VISTA: 11932 Courtleigh Dr. unit 9,
$1025/mo. 1+1 stove, fridge, carpet,
blinds, carpet, utilities include, inter-
com entry, laundry, gated, parking, no
pets. $500 off move-in (310) 737-7933
jkwproperties.com

MAR VISTA: 12434 CULVER Blvd. unit
1 2+2 stove, fridge, AC, carpets blinds,
laundry room, intercom entry, gated
parking, no pets.$1375/mo $500 off
move-in (888)414-7778 www.jkwprop-
erties.com

MV/MDR adj.$1100 one bedroom upper
appliances, new carpet, private
balcony, laundry, parking, free month
with one year lease
Info (310)828-4481 or (310)993-0414
after 6 p.m.

WESTWOOD: 617 1/2 Midvale unit 3
Bachelor, no kitchen, sink, fridge,hot
plate, microwave, ceiling fan, carpet,
street parking, no pets $795/mo $500
off move-in (310)578-7512
wwwikwproperties.com

MAR VISTA near Marina. Quiet area
$1000/mo 1bd-+den 1ba, carpet, blinds,
stove, refrigerator, laundry, parking, no
pets. 310-456-5659.

MOLLOQY, REALTORS, INC
310-453-1172
visit us on the web at
www.molloyrealtorsinc.com

SANTA MONICA
1531 - 17TH Street, Apt C
1+1, st, fr, Idry $1100
1349 Yale Street #1 & #2
1+1, st, hdwd, pkg, Iwr $1100
2842 Exposition Blvd, ‘B’
2+, st, -fns, w/d hkp $1400
2344-A Ocean Park Blvd
Sql, st, fr, lwr $875
1831 Pearl Street, #5
3+1, st, fr, fp, Berber cpt,
carport-1, upr $2200

WEST L.A.

1920 Manning Ave #6
2+_, st, fr, hdwd $1500
3024-C Exposition Blvd
2+, st, fr, new kitchen &

cpt, 1-car gar $1600

1657 Federal Ave, #12

Bach, sm, fr, htpl, Idry, sep-
arate bath $775
1766_ Malcolm Ave
Saql, st, fr, pkg, cpt, Idry
$800
1766 Malcolm Ave
2+, st, fr, cpt, pkg-1, Idry
$1500
1800 Kelton Ave, #5 & #7
1+1, st, fr, cpt, pkg $1100
11321 Massachusetts, #9
1+1, st, fr, pkg $1100
11321 Massachusetts, #4
Sql, st, fr, pkg $875

ALL PROPERTIES
ONE-YEAR LEASE, NO
PETS, NON-SMOKING

UNITS

st (stove), fr (fridge), cpt (carpet),
sgl (single), bach (bachelor), Idry (laundry),
gar (garage), hdwd (hardwood floors),
Iwr (lower), upr (upper) , htpl (hotplate),
pkg (parking), w/d (washer/dryer),
hkp (hook-up), d/w (dishwasher),

c-fn (ceiling fan), (fireplace)

SANTA MONICA Prime location 2+2
hardwood floors, newely remodeled
parking included $1795 & $1895. 1423
15th Street. Sarah (310)597-7211

L.A. 1523 Holt Ave unit 1+1 large lower
unit stove, fridge, hardwood, parking,
cat OK with deposit, $1125, $500 off
move-in (310) 578-7512
www.jkwproperties.com

MAR VISTA 3976 Inglewood Blvd. , 2+2
lower $1375/Mo stove, fridge, blinds,
carpet, laundry, parking, no pets. $500
off move-in (310)578-7512
www.jkwproperties.com

MV/MDR adj. $900 Large Studio, single,
Full kitchen, stove & refrigerator,

large closets, carpets, laundry, parking.
Info (310)828-4481 or (310)993-0414
after 6p.m.

PALMS 2+1 3633 Keystone ave #1
stove, blinds, tile flooring, carpets, ceil-
ing fan, laundry,parking, AC, no pets.
$1375/mo  $500  off  move-in
(310)578-7512 www.jkwproperties.com

WLA 1457 Westgate #E 1+1 stove,
fridge, blinds, tile , garage parking no
pets $1200/mo $500 off move-in
(310) 578-7512 jkwproperties.com

Storage Space

SM. garage storage, convenient alley
access $175/mo clean and secure Call
Edith (310)954-6513

Services

TRAINED OPERA SINGER
Will sing at all Christmas parties, will
sing Christmas songs.
Will have a sing along, great fun
Call Gabe (310)392-6501

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Fitness

Lou Ferrigno Jr

Certified Private Fitness Trainer

e Lose weight, shed bodyfat
e Exclusively private facility
¢ Individualized routines!

(310) 913-2232

FERRIGKNOW®@gmail.com

/{ he Handy Ha@

Painting and Decorating Co.

SINCE 1967
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL
SPECIALISTS IN ALL
DAMAGE REPAIR
“EXPERT IN GREEN CONCEPTS”

Free estimates, great referrals

FULL SERVICE HANDYMAN
FROM A TO Z

Call Brian @
(310) 927-5120
(310) 915-7907

LIC# 888736
“HOME SWEET HOME”"

Moving

. BEST MOVERS

qﬂ No job too small

2 MEN, 559 PER HOUR
Fully Insured. Wa make 1 EZ
Free prop. & boxes. Oiscowund for
handicop & senbors!

Sinoe 1975 Lie. T-183844
(323 P9T-1 193 (32N 633497

Therapy

STILL
SMOKING?

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

Dr. John McGrail, Ph.D, C.Ht.

(310) 235-2883

www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

DBAS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAMES STATEMENT FILE
NO. 20091736624 FIRST FILING. The following
person(s) is (are) doing business as HILL ON
BROADWAY, 825 HILL STREET, UNIT A, SANTA
MONICA, CA 90405. The full name of registrant(s)
is/are : KARIM ABJANI, 825 HILL STREET, UNIT A,
SANTA MONICA, CA 90405 This Business is being
conducted by, an individual. Signed: The regis-
trant commenced to transact business under the
fictitious business name or names listed on
(Date)11/17/2009. /s/: KARIM ABJANI

This statement was filed with the County Clerk of
LOS ANGELES County on 11/17/2009. NOTICE:
THIS FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT EX-
PIRES FIVE YEARS FROM THE DATE IT WAS FILED
IN THE OFFICE OF THE COUNTY CLERK. A NEW
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT MUST BE
FILED PRIOR TO THAT DATE. The filing of this
statement does not of itself authorize the use in
this state of a fictitious business name state-
ment in violation of the rights of another under
federal, state, or common law (see Section
14411et seq.,Business and Professions Code).
SANTA  MONICA DAILY PRESS to publish
12/15/2009, 12/22/2009, 12/29/2009, 1/5/2010

YOUR

COULD RUN HERE!
(310) 458-7737

NELL WAL
THE 108 THE
FIRST TIHE

.

No.Job Too Small

HONE REPAIR
CONSULTATION
ENERGENCY REPAIRS
TROUBLESHOOTING

Call Mike Vaughan Sr now! 24/7

(310) 948350

TIME TO GET I DONE

CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!

There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.

Prepay your ad today!

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $5.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 3:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday's paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:30 p.m. PAYMENT: All pri-
vate party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Dalily Press,
P.0. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For
information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

319458-7737

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY

-
VISA asler Pibrtes Card
[ | Y

Santa Wonica Daily Wress

9:00am - 5:00pm LOCATION 410 Broadway, Suite B, Santa Monica, CA 90401
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’ SEs Estates Director
L Society of Excellence
/ Previews Properties Specialist

~. y £ |
} g r 310.395.1133

*‘ . < )
_ 1608 Montana Avenue
| S Santa Monica, CA

IPI CERW TR

1005 San Vicente Blvd
3 Bed, 4.5 Bath
$3,195,000

Gorgeous Remodeled

Single Family Home
No Open House December 27th

Call for Appointment

409 16th Street 2004 Marine Street 16730 Calle de Catalina

4 Bed, 2 Bath 3 Bed, 4.5 Bath 5 Bed, 3.75 Bath
$1,850,000 $1,699,000 $1,649,000

Original Details & Charm! Sunset Park Home Single Family Home

No Open House No Open House With High Ceilings & Views
December 27th December 27th Call for Appointment

Call for Appointment Call for Appointment

Featuring Your Home First

- To find out how | get your home 500% more ~ Single Family Condos &
exposure online on over 100 websites Homes Townhomes
To find out the most up-to-date

Santa Monica real estate information
* For a Virtual Tour & multiple photos of these Properties INOrD oF Montana $2,795,000 $1,387,500

Visit:

South of Wiishire $865,000 $624,000

Ocean Park $1,365,000 $599,000

GA00E Coltwed Barxer Raal Eslae LLG Calowed Barkar®, Proveas® and Gotdwsll Banke! Preyviews InlemahonesSt am mgsdared redamarks lcenssd 1o Caldvwed Baranr Res! Eslate LLTC An Equal Oppotunity Comeany Eguat Hoosing Oppoetunty Qo And
Opetuted By NRT LLC  Broker does nol gunmanise the sociracy of squans foalage. ot sizs or atter imdarmation concertisng tha condiion or Santures of propeity prowded by selier of abtained from public rmcords or other sopeces. pad the buyer is sdvised o indiepe nderly
vai iy s gcciessy of Thal islprmahinn (fopgh pevspnal rdnection and wilth appropists professionals DRES 01216508




