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NEWS OF

THE WEIRD

by Chuck Shepard

In October, North Korea’s offi-
cial news agency reported
that Japan had broken a
promise to return five people
to North Korea. The five are
Japanese citizens who were
kidnapped by North Korea in
1978 but released to see
their families in October
2002. North Korea’s position
is that they were released
only temporarily and must be
returned to North Korea.

% QUOTE OF

Festival of Lighting

Nicky Five Aces/Special to the Daily Press
Santa Monica Mayor Richard Bloom reaches to light the
city’s largest Menorah — more than 20 feet tall — Saturday
night on the Third Street Promenade. The festivities, which
included a live band and dancing, were sponsored by

Chabad of Santa Monica and Rabbi Avraham Levtansky in
celebration of the Festival of Lights, Hannukah.

THE DAY
“Reagan is proof that
there is life after death.”

— Mort Sahl
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Feds launch ‘Project
Safe Neighborhoods’
with area officials

Message to criminals:
Use a gun and get sent
to distant prison

BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

SOUTH LA — Top law-
enforcement officials and prosecu-
tors are forging a new partnership
to combat criminals with guns.

Called “Project Safe
Neighborhoods,” the group is
made up of federal agents, officers
from the Los Angeles Police
Department and the LA Sheriff’s
Department, and state and federal
prosecutors, among others.

The plan calls for heightened
patrols and more aggressive prosecu-
tion on the federal level, where prison
sentences are harsher and must be
served in federal prisons, usually tak-
ing criminals out of the area.

u.s. Attorney’s Office
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spokesman Thom Mrozek said the
federal government is providing
well over $1 million worth of
grants for the program. In addition
to police and prosecution, the
grants are going to community-
based organizations in LA that
work with youth on violence pre-
vention.

Santa Monica Police
Department Chief James T. Butts
Jr. said even though Santa Monica
isn’t eligible for federal funding
because the amount of violence
here is far lower, local officials
also employ a coordinated
approach.

“On a local level, we have the
same level of involvement, but it’s
all been done with local funds and
not grant funds,” he said.

Butts said Project Safe
Neighborhoods is the type of proj-
ect officials once called “weed and
seed,” now an outdated term.

See PROJECT, page 6
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Leaders have seven
months to plan to
end homelessness

Who will pay for it is
the big question mark

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

Those who plan to end home-
lessness in Los Angeles County in
the next decade hope it’s not just a
pipe dream filled with empty
words and promises.

Called “Bring LA Home,” a
panel recently convened to devise
a plan to end homelessness in Los
Angeles County within the next 10
years. The plan is similar to those
of dozens of other cities that are
taking on the daunting task, which
was spurred by the Bush
Administration’s goal to rid the
nation of its homeless population.

“The administration is commit-
ted to hearing about the plan from

communities, and this is some-
thing we’ve never heard from the
federal government,” said Santa
Monica Mayor Richard Bloom,
who sits on the panel.

There are as many homeless
people in all of Los Angeles
County as there are residents in
Santa Monica, an analysis of the
county’s homeless population sug-
gests. Of the 80,000 people who
live on the streets at any given time
during the year, only 2 percent of
them live in Santa Monica.

And the panel of about 70 peo-
ple — from politicians to business
leaders to homeless advocates —
hopes to end the problem that has
plagued this city for decades. It’s
considered the largest effort ever
by community leaders to tackle a
problem that some say is the

See HOMELESS, page 5

John Maceri: Service
is a family tradition

Community profiles is a weekly series that will appear each Monday
and delves into the people who live, work and play in Santa Monica.

BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

As the head of the
largest social-service
agency in Santa

OmMpPWINIty Thursday interview
P File at the Ocean Park
Community Center

“Having a life of service is to
me the most important thing,”
Maceri said in a

Monica, John
Maceri provides
shelter and food for
hundreds of abused,
addicted and mental-
ly ill homeless peo-
ple each day.
Maceri, 46, who
lives in Northridge,
said the pressure can
be intense, but the
rewards make it
worthwhile. The old-

offices on  16th
Street.

It’s something of a
family tradition for
Maceri, whose great-
grandmother adopted 17
children — and had
three of her own. Maceri
said his great-grand-
mother, who he knew as
a young boy, had an
enormous impact on his
life and influenced him

est of three children

born and raised in the San
Fernando Valley, Maceri said his
commitment to community service
dates back to his childhood.

to volunteer.

Now, as head of OPCC,
Maceri oversees a $5.1 million

See PROFILE, page 7
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A Continental Cafe

Try Our Famous Salad Combination

1 Item Combo: $7.25 0 2 Item Combo: $8.75 0 3 Item Combo: $9.75

Served on a Bed of Mixed Greens and Your Choice of These Items:
Chicken U Cheese Tortelini 0 Duck Pate 0 Green Beans w/ Almonds
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Eggplant w/ Pine Nuts 0 Pasta w/ Sausage 0 Tomato w/ Mozzarella
Fava Beans 00 Corn Salad [0 Beets [ Asparagus [ Potato Salad ... and More!
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JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS

-Dynamic [T

The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:

-Positive [
-So-so [-Difficult

-Average

A ARIES (March 21-April 19)

@Yg (I Reach out for others at a dis-
tance. What you learn could have you rethinking
and regrouping plans or a relationship. Others
would prefer that you take a leadership position
in the next few days. Tonight: Pitch in.
@ TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

Romance grows if you’re in the
mood. Someone really feels intensely about you,
if you’re single. You might want to think before
you leap into action here. In fact, if you can
detach and evaluate, you will be much happier.
Tonight: Follow another’s lead.

[)] GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

Others come to you. You have so
much to share. You succeed when dealing with
others on an individual level. Feelings flow from
your home and heart. Others are highly respon-
sive to your requests. It’s their pleasure. Tonight:
Where the people are.

@ CANCER (June 21-July 22)

Pace yourself in a more appropriate
manner. Trust that others want to pitch in. You
will, however, need to ask for the help. You
could be quite pleased with what happens.

Reorganize so others can play a bigger role.
Tonight: Finish up last-minute details.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

E% Your playfulness carries you
though the day, but there are certain matters that
need handling that might involve a little disci-
pline and work. Expenditures could be out of
control, but right now you might not be able to
stop the trend. Tonight: Add more mischief.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

KA® M  Stay anchored and use your creativ-
ity in a way that helps complete some holiday to-
dos. Prioritize, making family first. You might
change plans at the last minute. Others are high-
ly responsive to your ideas. Tonight: Be happy.

The Daily Horoceope ie eponcoted by:

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

(mm Reach out for others. You might
be delighted by what you hear from those in
your immediate circle. Your instincts help you
deal with someone who might be a bit difficult.
Realize that another approach will make your
message heard. Tonight: Eggnog for all, even if
it is Monday.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

[ You could be a bit insecure in a
meeting or get-together. But if you risk and
explain to another where you are coming from,
the results could be spectacular. Revamp your
budget if need be, and as soon as you can. You
might need to purchase some last-minute pres-
ents. Tonight: Finish up some holiday details.
@ SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

The Moon in your sign gives
you that extra vigor and happiness that helps you
hit the bull’s-eye. How nice! Still, pressure at
work and over finances could have you review-

ing procedures. Accept what you cannot change.
Tonight: Smile, and you’ll get what you want.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

A®| M  With the Sun moving into your sign
today, you could feel re-energized. But for now
you choose to take a back eat and see what is
really happening. Your power of observation
causes you to revise your opinion. Tonight: Sit
back and do what you want.

) AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

&4 (M0 Friends surround you and help
you in every way possible. What happens could
be a bit of a surprise, especially something
involving one special person in your life. You
might, as a result, reorganize some of your pri-
orities. Tonight: Do that favor for a friend.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

[mm You might decide that all work
and no play isn’t your cup of tea. You’re right,
too. Focus more on friends and associates as
Christmas heads your way. Don’t worry too
much about religion. Just give more of yourself.
Tonight: A partner could be excitable.

AWARD WINNING
BEER SELECTION

29 Beers on Draught
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LOCAL

Tea parties benefit children

By Daily Press staff

The Fairmont Miramar Hotel in down-
town Santa Monica has dedicated its
efforts this month toward helping children
with life-threatening medical conditions.

Under a program called “Make-A-Wish
Tea Party for Wish Kids,” Santa Monica’s
oldest hotel donates $3 to the Make-A-Wish
Foundation of Greater Los Angeles from
each afternoon tea menu served during the
month of December. So far the program has
raised $300, according to Fairmont spokes-
woman Tammy Lyn Phillips.

The tea party is a local program, exclu-
sive to the Miramar Hotel, intended to
raise awareness about the larger Fairmont
chain’s new relationship with the Make-
A-Wish Foundation, Phillips said.

Under an international program called
“Fairmont Rooms from the Heart,” the hotel
donates $10 per online booking made dur-
ing the month of December to the Make-A-
Wish Foundation. In addition to the holiday
fundraising, Fairmont will contribute an
annual donation of $75,000 to the founda-
tion — granting approximately 200 wishes
each year and supporting a network of col-
leagues volunteering for the foundation.

The Make-A-Wish Foundation is the
world’s largest wish-granting charity,
with 76 chapters in the United States and
its territories and 27 international affili-
ates on five continents. With the help of
donors and more than 25,000 volunteers,
the foundation has granted more than

i o

Photo courtesy
Sarra Garcia and her brother Shawn
Garcia, enjoy an afternoon tea during the
Make-A-Wish Holiday Tea Party at the
Fairmont Miramar Hotel Santa Monica to
benefit the Make-A-Wish Foundation.

110,000 wishes to children around the
world since 1980. A “wish” might include
a trip to a theme park, tickets to a sporting
event or a meeting with a celebrity. Since
1983, the greater Los Angeles chapter has
granted more than 4,500 wishes.

“The Royal Tea,” “The Traditional
Tea” and “Teddy Bear Tea” are available
from $15 to $29 per person in the hotel’s
Koi Pond Lobby Lounge and Garden
Terrace Monday through Friday, includ-
ing Christmas day, from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.
by reservation only. Reservations are not
required on Saturday and Sunday when
afternoon tea is served from 3 p.m. to 5
p.m. Reservations for the tea party can be
made by calling (310) 319-3111, and
bookings for travel can be made at
www.fairmont.com/heart. The hotel is
located at 101 Wilshire Blvd.

E-mail newsletter in the making

By Daily Press staff

The Lili Claire Foundation will be
launching its first newsletter in early
2004, and the best way to get it out into
the world is e-mail. They’re in the middle
of a massive push to upgrade their web
presence (www.liliclairefoundation.org)
and update all of their records.

The Lili Claire Foundation is a non-
profit organization that benefits people
born with neurogenetic disorders such as
Williams Syndrome, Down Syndrome and
autism, and provide resources and assis-
tance to the families who love them.

To offer the best possible quality of care
and service expertise to those they serve,
the foundation collaborates with renowned
research and academic institutions to pro-
vide a blend of medical and scientific serv-
ices that complement the holistic and com-
prehensive wellness resources.

By working with the most knowledgeable
and dedicated experts in the various facets of
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Photo courtesy
Keith Resnick (left), executive director of
the Lili Claire Foundation based in
Santa Monica, meets with Michael
Schneider (right) of Fluidesign to dis-
cuss the organization’s new HTML e-
mail design for a newsletter, which will
be launched next year.

healthcare, the foundation is able to provide
programs and services that are designed to
enhance all aspects of an individual’s life —
medical, psychosocial, educational and voca-
tional — from infancy into adulthood.

Since 1967

Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.
6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

310-399-7892
2732 Main S$t.
Santa Monica

Celebrate the Holidays
with Friends and

Family at the Parlor!
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Today the
water Is:

58

Sunrise: 6:59 a.m.
Sunset: 4:53 a.m.

The current swell fades further today as a steep, new NW swell
begins to build. Watch those extreme tides!

OUTLOOK: A better angled WNW swell will build by Tuesday
afternoon and into Wednesday.

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf is doing

today at your local break.

@ LOW TIDE HIGH TIDE

Morning  Height ~ Evening  Height Morning  Height Evening Height
SATURDAY NA  NA 118 -0.7 6:09 64 736 39
SUNDAY 1225 17 205 -13 6:50 6.9 831 40
MONDAY 1:10 19 252 -17 732 172 924 40
TUESDAY 157 20 339 -1.8 817 73 10:15 4.0
WEDNESDAY ~ 2:44 2.1 427 17 903 741 11:08 4.0
THURSDAY 335 23 516 -14 950 6.8 NA  NA
FRIDAY 430 24 6:05 -0.9 1202 40 (10:40) 6.2

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

Today’s Special: W

Pastrami \ (_)pen
Sandwich A ) Daily from
58 tax included < B “é 11 a.m. to
e T L1
includes: bsﬂ&t Hawaiian Sand“\“ 10 p.m.

Pickles or coleslaw,
french fries or salad

R 119 Broadway, Santa Monica

\ 310.394.0100

Do you have
community news?
sack@smdp.com

- or fax 310.576.99213

Santa Wonica Dailp Wress

g Design a Party with a Slice! )

Specializing in Event Catering, Office Parties and Birthdays

... Submit news
releases
Email to:

“A slice of NY in your
own backyard.”

— Anthony Dias Blue
Bon Appetit Lifestyle

Lunch/Office Delivery

915 Wilshire Blvd. ¢ 310.451.SLICE (7542)
1622 Ocean Park Blvd. * 310.399.4060
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OPINION

LETTERS

Wartime humor
Editor:

JFK’s brain.

Editor:

have been included in any city budget.

within one’s budget.”

suit that has no substance.

Add me to the list of readers writing to advise Mr. Bloomberg, who was “just
wondering” if Saddam might have been more successful hiding “amongst our large
homeless population in Santa Monica.” (SMDP, Dec. 17, page 4).

You betcha! I recently saw Osama and Elvis camping together under the pier. I
wonder if you saw them; I think they were playing a game of backgammon with

Government needs to learn budgeting

How dare the politicians statewide, plus our own council members, perpetrate a
lawsuit for funds that were never available.
The car tax was never fully implemented and was rescinded long before it should

The hue and cry now is “we will have to cut funding for ...”
able of course. Schools, the elderly, the police and so on ad nauseam.

Does just one politician say, “Well, I think we should re-think our $100,000 plus
salaries or put a hold on installing speed bumps or coordinate street disruption or
installing blinking lights in the streets for pedestrians?
tionably laudable, they are not of prime importance.

Suppose there would be a hold on these non-essential items until the economy
returned to a more stable position? This in fiscal responsibility is called “living

To spend funds that one does not have is not only irresponsible, it could even
smack of illegality. A further shame on the politician who put their name on a law-

Henry Rosenfeld
Santa Monica

to the most vulner-

0

While these issues are ques-

Betty Darling
Santa Monica

FROM
THE
STREET

Charles Springer

Santa, this is what I want for
Christmas. To bring light to the homeless
epidemic and educate you, who seem to
have all this “insight” into homelessness,
as to the real goings on “From the Street,”
as my column is aptly named.

I took this daunting challenge because I
care about my fellow human beings on the
streets, and to be the protagonist to the
antagonistic anti-homeless sentiment, which
seems to prevail in all parts of this city.

Many of you have seen and talked to
me at Starbuck’s as I paint or draw
between shifts from my job on the
Promenade. You think I am not the stereo-
typical homeless person. I keep as clean
as possible and really act like any of you

who think and speak this anti-homeless
dribble, as if you have ever been any-
where near living on the streets.

The funny thing is you who are so
“educated” on homeless issues think I am
some type of aberration on the streets.
Well, to my knowledge, there are many
people like myself on the streets. I am just
more vocal about my homelessness than
those who you might never consider are
homeless unless they tell you they are.
And outside of the severely mentally ill
and chronically addicted, which some of
you “gurus” who have so much knowl-
edge on homelessness attribute to being
the homeless norm, to my knowledge,
homeless like me ARE the norm.

We who landed on the streets, for vari-
ous reasons, most of which were circum-
stances beyond our control, are the ones
you see everyday, yet are beyond your
prying eyes because we look and act as
normal as you do. Some of us like myself
and others work, serve you your coffee,
help you with your clothes shopping, even
clean the streets and work for the city.

We might sit next to you in the movie
theaters and drink with you at the local
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pubs and bars, eat next to you at the
restaurants or God forbid have a meaning-
ful conversation with you on a street cor-
ner. You might have asked one of us for a
cigarette or a light, or had one of us buy
you a coffee or a drink or dinner and a
movie and never suspect you were talking
to a homeless man or woman.

You, who are so high and mightily edu-
cated on homelessness, are the same ones
who would deny any of us food or cloth-
ing. You would deny us showers and
housing. You would have us all sent to
Santa Catilina Island and have it nuked.

You think of us with such narrow minds
and even narrower hearts, you put the
worse face on the homeless so you do not
have to think of us as human beings,
because if you did, you would have to look
at homelessness in a different light and
your little “social clubs” would not accept
you. You would have to “eat crow” and be
wrong when you have convinced everyone
you know you are right about homeless-
ness. You would have to admit that you
have no idea of how it really feels to not be
able to sleep in a warm bed or not have
enough to eat or not have a job that pays

enough for you to live inside. You would
have to admit you do not know what it is
like to carry everything you own with you
everywhere you went. To stand and wait
for an hour to take a shower or bird bath in
the local public bathrooms. You would
have to be embarrassed in front of your
friends and look like fools before the
world, as Mr. Bauer did when Mr. Maceri
told him last week the real truth about the
Ocean Park Community Center and what
they do for us and why. Or the way Ms.
Emerson looked to the general population
of Santa Monica in her response to my col-
umn about my divorce and how it affects
being stood up on the streets.

Well, you who are such “multi-dimen-
sional thinkers” have much to learn. You
see, until I landed on the streets I used to
think just like you about homelessness.
When I became homeless I had a change
of heart. What will it take to change yours?

(Charles Springer is a homeless fiee-
lance columnist and artist and is a RESI-
DENT of Santa Monica. He can be
reached at Chaz_59@yahoo.com).

YOUR OPINION MATTERS!

Please send letters to:
Santa Monica Daily Press: Att. Editor
1427 Third Street Promenade Suite 202 « Santa Monica, CA 90401
sack@smdp.com

Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we receive,
except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite
202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.
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LOCAL

Santa Monicans to be asked
how to end homelessness

HOMELESS, from page 1

biggest one facing the country.

And although Santa Monica handles 2
percent of the county’s homeless popula-
tion, it’s a huge impact on the community,
residents say. And with the exception of
Venice, there aren’t many westside cities
that share the burden of taking care of the
homeless. That’s one of the reasons
Bloom is involved — to solve the prob-
lem with a regional approach and man-
date that other communities help.

“It’s an honor for me to be chosen, but
we were selected because we are the city
of Santa Monica,” he said. “There’s
always been talk (of a regional approach)
but now someone appears to be listening.

“I think it is a bi-partisan effort and it’s
going to require bi-partisan support,” he
added. “I just hope the commitment is
upheld (from the federal government) and
not just empty words.”

The panel met for the first time last
month. An 80-page report was presented
that outlines the problem, gives an analy-
sis of who is homeless and why, and how
many services they use each year. Bloom
gave an overview of the presentation to
the city’s social-service commission earli-
er this month.

Commission chair Linda Huizar said
the plan is encouraging and she is confi-
dent Bloom and his colleagues won’t let
the issue fall by the wayside. The com-
mission suggested that homeless service
providers be added to the panel to offer
more perspective on the issue. Huizar said
she hopes the plan includes all communi-
ties in the county and not just the ones
who are impacted the most.

“This community is dedicated to the
homeless issue, but I think some of us are
experiencing compassion fatigue because it
doesn’t seem to be helping,” she said. “Santa
Monica draws the people, but other cities on
the westside don’t have the problem.”

There will be a series of about 20 com-
munity meetings held between now and
February throughout LA County. The pri-
mary objective is to get residents’ input on
the process and give suggestions on how to
end homelessness. Then, the panel will lay
a solid foundation for addressing the issue.

“We want folks to come up with solu-
tions,” said Jose Quinonez, the strategic
planner for Bring LA Home.

He said the regional-approach issue
was discussed at the panel’s November
meeting, but nothing of substance came

HAnniversary Callectian

out of it. Panel members agreed that
downtown Los Angeles, the Antelope
Valley and Santa Monica seem to take the
brunt of homeless people wandering the
streets.

“They kind of dipped their toe in the water
on that issue, but they’ll have to put their
whole foot in before April,” Quinonez said.

Quinonez said a community meeting
will be held in Santa Monica at the begin-
ning of the year. The specific date and
place has not yet been determined.

A letter from Bring LA Home will be
sent out to agencies throughout the coun-
ty, including police departments, govern-
ments, homeless service providers, hous-
ing groups and many others. It will solic-
it their thoughts on how well the current
programs are serving people and the costs
associated with them. That information
will be discussed at the panel’s next meet-
ing, scheduled for Feb. 5, Quinonez said.

When the draft plan is finished in
April, it will be presented to various com-
munities within the county. The final plan
is supposed to be done in June.

What leaders of the effort don’t know
is how much it will cost or who will pay
for it.

“Everyone asks that question. Without
a crystal ball, it’s hard to answer that,”
Quinonez said, adding it’s a problem that
has to be addressed on a national level.
“Thirty or 40 years ago there were not this
many homeless people, especially women
and children. Something has changed to
make this happen.”

Quinonez said with all the services com-
bined, as well as hospital and law enforcement
costs, the county spends nearly $1 billion a
year on its homeless. That money could be
better used by providing housing, he added.

“If the reluctance is to spend money
then we must ask, ‘How effective is the
money being used today?’” Quinonez
said. “The solution is not necessarily
more money to tackle the problem. It’s
significantly cheaper to house them in a
unit than it is to care for them by putting
them in hospitals and letting them go
through law-enforcement agencies.”

He added that it was encouraging to
hear an LA city councilman during a radio
interview earlier this month say the plan
won’t work and is only rhetoric if there
isn’t a dedicated source of funding.

“At least it’s better to have a plan in
place before asking the federal govern-
ment,” Quinonez said.

Celebrating SMDP’s 2nd

CIN

VBESTEST
4/EDITORIAL

Anniversary!

VE.-R-S'IDN
2Y0

-120pp, signed!
-Softcovers $15
-CDs $10

-Both $20

JOE KING

2801

OcEAN PARK BLvo.
*300

SANTA MONICA

GERMAN CAR SERVICE

Specialist in Repair of Porsche « VW ¢ Audi « BMW

« Best alternative to high dealer prices

* Complete service and repair

« All work guaranteed

« Locally owned and operated since 1965

2202 OLYMPIC BLVD., SANTA MONICA - (310) 829-2563

PusLic Dump
IN SaAanTA MONICA

Southern California

Transfer Company

_ MICHIGAN
=
&

]
1
]
10 WEST l

310-828-6444

1908 Frank St. Santa Monica &

-—

CLOVERFIELD

X

|

can get the power of email working for your business?

g reatbi g nOISG www.greatbignoise.com

"RECYCLE NOW! &3

CARDBOARD: $60 per Short Ton

(Up to $70 per short ton) Drop-off donation bins available 24 hours in front

MICHIGAN

DELAWARE AVE.

Santa Monica Recycling Center
2411 Delaware Avenue in Santa Monica

(310) 453-9677

JcLOVERFIELD

\.

Serving OCEAN PARK and nearby beach communities

Monte Hartman

Real Estate Services

oceanparkhomes.com

*MONDAY NIGHT
FOOTBALL*

(310)
448-5968

COLDWGLL
BANKEGR QO

Happvy Hour
Monday thru Friday
4p.m. to 7p.m.

Santa Monica location only!

Feel the friendliness ...

Taste the freshness!

=N

5 TVs « Draft Beer - Food Specials

Pizza « Pasta * Salad
Celebrating 21 years in the neighborhood

—————— www.earthwindandflour.com ——
2222 Wilshire Blvd. - Santa Monica - 310.829.7829
1776 Westwood * Los Angeles - 310.470.2499




Page 6 0 Monday, December 22, 2003 0 Santa Monica Daily Press

SNOW e SURF e SKATE e SIT  STYLE

Happy Holidays from
the Board Gallery & Co.

BOARD GALLERY & CO.
come visit the new expansion in the historical venice railroad house
now featuring men's & women's sportswear

% -

1639 Abbot Kinney Blvd. Venice, CA 90291 (310) 450-4114

LACCUTRON

THE PREMIER BRAND OF THE BULOVA CORPORATION

THE BORDEAUX COLLECTION
READERS

FINE JEWELERS
5th GENERATION
331 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica
2 Hours Free Parking (Behind Store)
310.451.1349 www.readersjewelers.com

LOCAL

SM company created ads
for anti-violence project

PROJECT, from page 1

“The objective is, you take a neighbor-
hood impacted by drugs and or violence,
usually they come together, and you
attempt to remove the most egregious vio-
lators and ensure they receive the longest
possible sentence,” Butts said. “And the
seed portion is that you provide federal
dollars to support community-based oper-
ations that work with youth to help them,
to prevent their involvement in gun vio-
lence, in gang violence.”

Butts, who created a community-based
policing style that calls for a collaborative
approach, said putting criminals in feder-
al prisons sends a clear message to the
offenders, and to their families and sup-
port networks.

“It supposedly has a greater psycholog-
ical impact on not only you, but the peo-
ple you run with, the people you’re asso-
ciated with,” he said. “Now that you’re in
jail (far away), nobody can visit you.”

Also a part of Project Safe
Neighborhoods is a media campaign to
raise awareness. In addition to press con-
ferences with high-profile officials and an
extensive public-relations effort, the
group has tapped the resource of a Santa
Monica business to create television com-
mercials and a billboard design.

Doug Lay, head of production at V12,
a commercial production and broadcast
design company on Ocean Park
Boulevard, said workers there spent sev-
eral weeks creating a 30-second spot for
Project Safe Neighborhoods.

The ad, which will be aired in both
Spanish and English, features a close-up
shot of people handling firearms, without
any faces visible. The whole piece has a
“MTV feel” that makes it look cool, Lay
said. But at the end, this script appears on
the screen: “So if you think it’s cool to
carry an illegal gun or commit a crime with
one, you’ve been watching to much TV.”

In addition to the ad, V12 created a
billboard design that says, “No family, no
freedom, no friends, no future” that will
appear throughout South LA.

Lay said his staff of a dozen worked for
weeks on the pro bono project and brought
in dozens of freelancers to help out.

“We called in the favors that we could
call in from people we’ve worked with in
the film community,” he said. “It was a
full-scale production.”

Asked why his company decided to do
the ad for free, Lay said, “I think it’s
awareness more than anything. And it just,
I think, helps people think about the com-
munity in a different way and to take the
idea that guns used in that way is a serious
thing ... there are a lot of (guns) out there.”

A Thursday press conference to
announce the group was held at the corner
of 85th Street and Central Avenue, across
the street from a restaurant where a gang-
related shooting in August took the lives
of two people.

U.S. Attorney and Santa Monica resi-

dent Debra Wang, LAPD Chief William
Bratton, LASD Chief Michael Nagaoka,
LA District Attorney Steve Cooley, LA
City Attorney Rocky Delgadillo, and offi-
cials from the FBI, DEA, ATF and LA
County Probation Department attended
the press conference.

“Fortunately, violent crimes have been
on the downswing for over a decade,”
Yang said in a prepared statement.
“Today, the overall crime rate is at a 32-
year low. But there is still too much
killing, too much violence, too many

“We called in the favors
that we could call in from
people we’'ve worked with

in the film community.
It was a full-scale
production.”

- DOUG LAY
Head of production, V12

criminals walking around with firearms.”

Other agencies participating in Project
Safe Neighborhoods are the IRS’
Criminal Investigation department, the
Small Business Administration’s Office
of Inspector General, the Department of
Housing and Urban Development’s
Office of Inspector General, the
Department of Agriculture’s Office of
Inspector General, the Bureau of Customs
and Immigration Enforcement, and the
Social Security Administration’s Office of
Inspector General.

LA Mayor James Hahn also supports
the project.

At the center of Project Safe
Neighborhoods is a coordinated effort to
aggressively investigate gun offenses and
then determine the best forum for prosecu-
tion. Although there are lengthy sentences
associated with federal gun offenses — for
example, carrying a gun during a violent
crime carries a mandatory five-year feder-
al prison term that runs consecutively to
the sentence for the underlying crime —
California has strong gun laws, as well as
the “three-strikes” law for some criminals,
according to the US Attorney’s Office.

“Historically, the District Attorney’s
Office prosecutes 60,000 felonies a year
and 240,000 misdemeanors,” DA Steve
Cooley said in a prepared statement.
“Despite the incredible volume of cases,
our office has done a solid job in aggres-
sively prosecuting a wide variety of gun-
related cases. We're grateful for the addi-
tional help, particularly in these stressful
budgetary times and the loss of 10 percent
of our prosecutors over the past two years.”
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budget, 70 percent of which is govern-
ment funded and 30 percent of which
comes from private sources. He said the
most challenging and rewarding aspect
of his job is continually raising money
for OPCC, especially during an econom-
ic downturn when donors are few but
needs are great.

OPCC recently acquired $7 million
from City Hall to open a 55-bed shelter
at Michigan Avenue and Cloverfield
Boulevard. That shelter, which is
expected to be open in the next few
years, coupled with the feeling among
many local businesses and residents that
Santa Monica is a magnet for homeless-
ness, has made Maceri a target of much
criticism.

Maceri said other cities need to step
up their social-service offerings, but
added he is proud of the work being
done here. Still, he said he understand
some apprehension about homelessness.

“We deal with hundreds of homeless
people each day, and I realize not every-
body is polite and charming,” he said.
“But there are real problems out there,
and we are making a difference.”

Here, the Daily Press sat down with
Maceri to learn more about the man
behind the agency.

Do you remember your first
encounter with a homeless person?
What was that like?

“It’d go back a long time. The first
encounter that really sticks out in my
mind was back when I was in my 20s. It
was actually a woman and her two chil-
dren who lived on the streets. It was the
week before Christmas in 1983 or 1984.

“I was renting an apartment, and
there was a market just down the street.
I walked to the market one night, and
there was this lady with these two beau-
tiful babies sort of tucked under a
juniper bush. ... She wasn’t panhandling,
she wasn’t asking for anything. She was
just trying to protect her kids in this lit-
tle space she had carved out.

“I walked over and I gave her a $20
bill, the only money I had with me. She
started to cry. She said, ‘Thank you’ and
put down her head. ... Her dignity had
certainly been shattered, but she still had
some pride. As desperately as she need-
ed the money, she didn’t want to take it.
... I’ll never forget what she and those
kids looked like.”

What do you do when you’re
approached by panhandlers?

“I almost always say, ‘No, thanks.” If
I’m here in Santa Monica, I’ll say, ‘Are
you familiar with the (OPCC) Access
Center?” and direct people there.
Because I live in the valley, if I’'m there,
T’ll direct people to the access center
there. And I always have with me, in my
car, individual bottles of water and little
hygiene packets with soap, toothpaste
and shampoo that I give to people.
Because we don’t have a Promenade or
a beach in the valley, homeless people
will often camp out along the freeway. ...

“I think it’s always important to be
respectful to people. I always smile and
say, ‘No, thanks.” You never know what
people’s stories are. ... I think one thing
that I’ve learned over the years is that
it’s better to give to an organization that

will treat the cause and not just the
symptom. ...

“Over the years I have given people
money. [ don’t do it often, but I have on
occasion, understanding that giving a
person a buck or two is not going to
solve the problem. ... There are people
who are professional panhandlers. They
prey upon the general public’s goodwill
and desire to help people. That’s not the
vast majority, but there are some people
that do this.”

‘What’s the most challenging aspect
of your job, for you personally?

“Being put in a position of having to
constantly defend the work that we’re
doing against people who are often mis-
informed, or against people who deliber-
ately attack us. ... It’s hard when you
read things about yourself or your
organization in the paper or in the
columns that aren’t true or aren’t based
in fact. ... The work is hard enough.
We’re working with people who have
severe needs with very limited
resources.”

What about the work you do —
what’s the most challenging part?

“The thing I enjoy doing but is the
most challenging is raising money con-
stantly. The work is never done. The
demand always outstrips the resources,
so therefore we are always playing
catch-up. ...

“Look what’s going on just in the
state right now with the uncertainty sur-
rounding the budget. And then we have
the added pressure of getting up every
day and having to provide services for
people who depend on us. ... That part of
the job, it’s always there. The need is
always there because social service
agencies are the safety net for what gov-
ernment isn’t doing.”

Is there one misconception com-
mon among people, among the com-
munity, that you find yourself fre-
quently responding to?

““Why don’t people just get a job?’
That’s the biggest misconception that I
hear. If people just pulled themselves up
by their bootstraps, there wouldn’t be
any problem. ...

“People don’t seem to understand the
complexity of what is involved in some-
one becoming homeless. I’ve met thou-
sands of homeless people, and I've
never met someone who was housed and
woke up one morning and said, ‘Gee,
it’d sure be nice to become homeless
today.” ...

“There are always circumstances,
events, usually something catastrophic
or serious that happens in people’s lives.
... There’s always some downward spiral
that results in people becoming home-
less ... and then from there it’s usually a
whole separate series of events that
make it difficult for them to get back on
their feet.”

How has your understanding of the
homeless situation evolved over the
years, on a macro level?

“I’ve really come to understand the
more global public-policy decisions that
have contributed to creating homeless-
ness in this country, not just in Santa
Monica. ... I’ve really been able to con-
nect the dots of poverty, affordable
housing, chronic physical and mental ill-
ness, domestic violence, substance
abuse, all of these things are intercon-
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nected ... (and) policy decisions often
create or make them worse ...

“Going back 20 years to the woman
with her two children, I knew in my
heart it wasn’t right for her to be living
on the streets ... but 20 years later, I have
a much better understanding about how
she might have become homeless ... and
a recognition that there are some people
in our society that will always need
some support.

“If the federal government were to
put the same amount of resources as the
Iraqi war effort into affordable housing
and supportive services, we could end
chronic homelessness. ... It’s a matter of
priorities. I know this is venturing into
politics and away from personal, but it’s
one and the same for me. It’s a lot of
what drew me into this work, and it’s all
of what keeps me here. Our work is both
about empowering individuals and
changing systems, and both of those
happen very slowly.”

‘What’s next for John Maceri?

“I hope to be at OPCC for several
more years. There is a lot to be done,
and I still have a contribution to make by
being of service. I think forever is a long
time and at some point new leadership
will be needed here. Change is good, it’s
healthy for the organization. ... I see
myself continuing to be an advocate for
the work that we do, for the people we
serve. I will continue to be open to new
ways to improve how we provide serv-
ices. ...

“The resources we have is not our
money ... it’s the taxpayers’. ... We are

stewards. ... I think it’s my responsibili-
ty to be a good steward and be as effec-
tive as possible.”

What’s the best thing about work-
ing at OPCC?

“Seeing people turn their lives
around. I think we all need that, those
success stories. The individuals who
were clients here, and I see them in the
community, and they’re working,
they’re housed. ...

“It’s not my job to change people. We
provide the resources and the support to
help them change themselves. But see-
ing people out there, when they’re
housed and they’re stable, it’s definitely
the best part of the job.”

If you weren’t the head of OPCC,
what would you be doing?

“I think my dream job would proba-
bly be a tour guide in Italy. ... All over,
but especially in Tuscany.”

Gommunity profile: John Maceri

Maceri is executive director of Ocean
Park Community Center, a local
social-service agency that oversees a
$5.1 million annual budget.

m Salary: $80,000

m Born: Glendale, June 3, 1957

m Educated: Biology major, Western
Washington University

m Background: Came to OPCC in
1999 from the LA-based nonprofit
Homestead Hospice and Shelter. He
previously worked in office supplies
and stationary for 10 years

m Residence: Northridge

m Family: Two younger sisters

m Hobbies: Walking, hiking, swimming,
cooking and traveling

Feds say senior citizens
are used to run drugs

By The Associated Press

PHOENIX — Social Security, pen-
sions, life savings. It may not be cutting it
for some seniors, who are turning to other
ways of making money.

Federal officials say that some senior
citizens have been loading up recreational
vehicles with thousands of pounds of
marijuana before leaving Arizona on
cross-country trips.

And instead of an itinerary of must-see
national monuments, these retirees had
lists of contacts for rendezvous in a scheme
that federal officials say moved pot from
the Grand Canyon State to California,
Illinois, Indiana, New York and Wisconsin.

“These drug dealers were utilizing older
folks,” said Steven Logan, assistant attorney
in the U.S. Attorney's Office in Phoenix.

“They figured if you were driving a
motor-home and you were old, then you
wouldn't be stopped.”

And it apparently worked.

Authorities say 26-year-old ringleader
Michael Hernandez of Tucson, who was
convicted on federal drug charges in
Phoenix this week, once bragged that he
was moving 2,000 pounds of pot a month
using seniors and motor-homes.

Hemandez, who awaits sentencing, was
the latest of seven people convicted through-
out the United States on charges relating to the
drug-running plot that originated in Arizona.

While at least three seniors were
caught making trips, authorities said oth-
ers were involved and all were motivated
by money.

“That's the only reason,” said Kish
Koritala, a federal agent assigned to the
Organized Crime Drug Enforcement Task
Force, which conducted the investigation.

The scheme started to unravel in 2001,
when 63-year-old Barton Smith was
stopped in Holbrook. Police there asked
to search his car and found 126 pounds of
marijuana.

“At the time he was driving a Crown
Victoria. But the only reason he was driv-
ing the Crown Vic was because it was post-
911 and they were afraid police were stop-
ping large motor-homes,” Koritala said.

It wasn't long before Smith started
telling authorities about the motor-homes
and his connection to Hernandez.

This turned out to be the second bust
Holbrook police tied to Hernandez.

In 2000, another man had been stopped
on Interstate 40 with a carload of marijua-
na. Koritala said the man identified
Hernandez and agreed to help police.

Agents used hidden cameras and
recorders to monitor Hernandez in meet-
ings with the transporters.

Federal agents said two other “senior
citizens” involved in the plot agreed to
testify and were not charged.
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Same issues lead to similar “brave” campaigns

BY LIZ SIDOTI

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — In his campaign commercials,
John Kerry is tagged as the Democratic candidate with
“the courage to do what's right.”

Perhaps someone should have told that to rival Wesley
Clark. The retired Army general's ads portray him as
someone with “a quiet, real American courage” who
“stood up for what he believed was right.”

Candidates Joe Lieberman and Dick Gephardt proba-
bly should have taken note, too. Their ads also talk of
them doing “what's right.”

A rip-off? A coincidence? Or is it simply the business
of image-making?

Media consultants working for the presidential candi-
dates strive to create television ads that will stand out as
campaign commercials clutter the TV airwaves. But
being different is difficult in this primary season because
the Democratic candidates are appealing to the same con-
stituency, talking about the same issues and, in some
cases, highlighting the same traits in themselves.

“They're going to sound alike in some ways, but they
can't be complete copycats or the voters won't have any
reason to pick one over the other,” said William Benoit,
a communications professor at the University of
Missouri-Columbia who studies political ads. “There's
also another danger — people will tune out.”

Six of the nine candidates vying for the Democratic
nomination have used campaign commercials to empha-
size values, oppose President Bush's policies in Iraq in
some form, advocate rolling back some or all of Bush's
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tax cuts, and push for health care policies that would
ensure more people have medical benefits.

It's possible that media consultants are stealing ideas
from each other.

But it's more likely that polling done by each of the
campaigns indicates that these are the issues most impor-
tant to Democratic voters and, therefore, the themes that
may resonate best when discussed in commercials.

As a result, media advisers must work to make their
candidates stand out in the field.

“Campaigns are about differences. In a crowded race
you have to figure out a way to distinguish one candidate
from the others,” said David Eichenbaum, a media advis-
er for former presidential candidate Bob Graham.

Typically, that means keying in on the message the
candidate is sending overall to ensure it is woven
throughout most of the ads a campaign will produce in an
election year — and making sure that message is differ-
ent from those of the candidate's competitors.

For example, in their ads, former Vermont Gov.
Howard Dean always emphasizes that he never has
served in Washington; Gephardt, a congressman from
Missouri, usually features his long history supporting

*15%-90%

*take an additional 10% off all merchandise until

Open 7 Days
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labor groups; Sen. John Edwards of North Carolina often
talks about making the country stronger through his
comprehensive plan called Real Solutions for America;
and Lieberman, a Connecticut senator, claims he is the
candidate with integrity.

Still, candidates' ads often sound or look alike if they
have the same messages as their rivals.

In some commercials, Kerry, a decorated Vietnam vet-
eran and a senator from Massachusetts, and Clark,
NATO's former supreme allied commander, have used
their military backgrounds to try to set themselves apart
as candidates who have the best foreign policy experi-
ence. They not only use similar language, such as the
word “courage,” but also combat photographs.

Hoping to appeal to working-class voters, Gephardt
and Edwards recall their roots in some of their ads. “My
mother was a secretary, and my dad delivered milk door
to door. They struggled so I could go to college,” says
Gephardt. Edwards says: “My grandmother came from a
family of sharecroppers. My father worked in a cotton
mill all his life.”

Media consultants say such overlap is part of the busi-
ness.
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More Koreans illegally
entering United States

By The Associated Press

SPOKANE, Wash. — Increasing
numbers of South Koreans, often women
who pay thousands of dollars to human
smugglers, are illegally entering the
United States along Eastern Washington's
rugged border with Canada.

The Koreans can freely enter Canada
without visas, investigators say. Once
there, they make contacts to arrange trans-
port across the border.

The women may agree to pay $6,000
to $10,000 each to be smuggled into the
United States. And they are often forced
to pay off that debt by working as prosti-
tutes for organized crime rings in major
U.S. cities, investigators say.

The human trafficking along Eastern
Washington's 175-mile international bor-
der has increased in the past year.

Since the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11,
2001, security has been substantially
increased along the U.S. border in
Western Washington, sending smugglers
east.

“If you squeeze the balloon at one end,
it's going to bulge at the other, and that's
what we're seeing,” Jim McDevitt, U.S.
Attorney for Eastern Washington, told
The Spokesman-Review in a story pub-
lished Thursday.

“It's a concern, a huge concern,” said
McDevitt, who has called border security
one of the most significant law enforce-
ment problems in Eastern Washington.

In the fiscal year that just ended, 88
South Korean nationals were caught ille-
gally entering the United States in Eastern
Washington. That is a tenfold increase
from the previous 12 months.

Authorities are unable to estimate how
many others eluded capture.

Just last week, 10 Korean women and
two drivers were seized, reportedly head-
ing for Los Angeles. They now face fed-
eral charges or expulsion.

The latest arrests bring to 100 the num-
ber of Koreans illegally trying to enter the
United States in Eastern Washington in
the last 15 months, the Border Patrol said.

In July, a sport utility vehicle with 11
people aboard wrecked as it sped away
from Border Patrol agents near Oroville.
A 38-year-old Korean woman was killed.

The Korean driver, Byong Suk Kim,
32, pleaded guilty last week in U.S.
District Court in Spokane to alien smug-
gling.

Kim was sentenced last month in
Okanogan County Superior Court to 22
months in prison after pleading guilty to
vehicular homicide in the death of passen-
ger Song Hui Yim.

Once in Canada, the Korean women
make contacts to be smuggled into the
United States through ads in Korean-lan-
guage newspapers  published in
Vancouver, British Columbia, investiga-
tors say.

Others make smuggling arrangements
through “tour groups” before leaving
Korea.

A favorite area is near the community
of Molson, northeast of Oroville in
Okanogan County, close to the border.

On Dec. 2 and Dec. 4, Border Patrol
agents saw footprints in the snow indicat-
ing several groups had crossed from
Canada, court documents said.

On Dec. 7, agents returned and caught
10 Korean women after they walked
across the border near Molson, court
records said.

“They didn't have much more than the
clothes on their backs,” said Kevin C.
Smith, supervisory special agent with the
U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement.

Two men who allegedly had rented
SUVs at Seattle-Tacoma International
Airport and driven to Okanogan County
to pick up the women also were arrested.

The men, Won Jung and Seung Hyun
Cho, both Korean nationals, were indicted
Tuesday by a grand jury on charges of
conspiracy and transportation of illegal
aliens, Assistant U.S. Attorney Pam
Byerly said.

One of the women they picked up near
Molson had been ordered removed from
the United States in September, after she
was convicted of prostitution in
Philadelphia, Smith said. She now faces
formal deportation.

“The smugglers are taking advantage
of Canada's immigration visa waiver pro-
gram, which allows South Koreans to
enter Canada with relative ease,” Border
Patrol spokesman Paul Jones said.

So far, nothing is stemming the tide,
although Jones said agents are doing
everything they can.

The Border Patrol expects the Spokane
area to continue to see “‘a marked increase
in organized alien smuggling activity,” he
said.

New bishop installed
by the Catholic church

By The Associated Press

PHOENIX — The Roman Catholic
Diocese of Phoenix installed a new bish-
op Saturday to replace Thomas O'Brien,
whose tenure included allegations of
abuse by priests and his arrest in a deadly
hit-and-run accident.

Thomas Olmsted, the bishop of
Wichita, Kan., becomes the new spiritual
leader of more than 470,000 Catholics in
Arizona. He will try to move beyond a
scandal that has dogged the diocese for
several months.

Olmsted told a crowd of 1,200 that
honesty and determination should be used

in protecting children from sexual abuse.

The diocese was thrown into turmoil in
June after prosecutors announced an
immunity deal with O'Brien that spared
the church leader indictment on obstruc-
tion charges for protecting priests accused
of child molestation.

Already facing criticism for the deal,
O'Brien resigned after he was charged
with leaving the scene of a fatal accident
involving a pedestrian.

O'Brien did not report the accident to
police but told investigators later that he
did not realize he had hit a person. His
trial is expected to begin on Jan. 12.



Santa Monica Daily Press 0 Monday, December 22, 2003 0 Page 11

NATIONALOINTERNATIONAL

= WORLD BRIEFLY

United States switches strategies

By The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — In a sig-
nificant switch in strategy, U.S. troops
plan to set up bases to provide recon-
struction aid in provinces plagued by
Taliban attacks, the new U.S. command-
er in Afghanistan said in his first inter-
view since taking charge.

Lt. Gen. David Barno told The
Associated Press that the move will make
the troubled south and east safer for aid
workers and open the way for landmark
Afghan elections next summer. He also
predicted a sharp reaction from insurgents.

They're “going to realize that's the
death knell to terrorist organizations in
that part of the country,” said Barno.
“We'll be prepared for that.”

A wave of violence this year has
belied U.S. claims to have brought secu-
rity to Afghanistan, two years after an
American-led assault drove the Taliban
from power for harboring al-Qaida chief
Osama bin Laden.

Attacks have forced the United
Nations and other aid groups to withdraw
from some regions, undermining aid
delivery and confidence in the reconstruc-
tion efforts of the U.S.-backed govern-
ment ahead of elections slated for June.

The United Nations has even accused
the U.S. military of playing into the hands
of Taliban agitators in its hunt for terror
suspects, with two botched raids that killed
15 Afghan children earlier this month.

In a bid to deliver more aid to impov-
erished civilians, the United States and
allies including Britain and New Zealand
have set up nine joint civilian-military
units charged with creating islands of sta-
bility across the country.

Doctors fear pandemic flu

By The Associated Press

ATLANTA — Some U.S. hospitals are
already struggling to deal with the current
flu outbreak. But that is nothing com-
pared to what would happen if a powerful
new flu strain exploded into a worldwide
flu outbreak, known as a pandemic.

Patients would overwhelm hospitals,
and the overflow would have to be
housed elsewhere, such as schools —
which would already be closed. Nurses,
already in short supply, could not possi-
bly get to everyone. And there would be
even fewer doctors and nurses once they,
too, started getting sick.

There would not be enough antiviral
drugs or ventilators to take care of the eld-
erly, who are most at risk of dying from flu.

“Pandemic flu is a special challenge ...
it has a much greater potential for the dis-
ruption of the function of society,” said
Dr. Jeffrey Duchin. As chief of communi-
cable disease control, epidemiology and
immunization for Seattle-King County's
public health department in Washington
state, Duchin is one of the many health
officials wrestling with the challenge.

“It's arguably the most significant bio-
logical disaster that could ever afflict a
community,” he said.

Many public health officials say the
country needs to do much more to ready
itself for such a disaster, and U.S. Health
and Human Services Secretary Tommy
Thompson said last week that work is
under way on a national preparedness plan.

HHS expects $50 million from
Congress for pandemic flu planning,
including research into ways of speeding
up flu vaccine manufacturing. The
department will ask for $100 million

more in fiscal year 2005.

A pandemic can happen if different flu
strains swap genetic information and
mutate into a new strain that people's
bodies have no immunity against and that
is easily spread from person to person.

Health experts say the world is over-
due for such an event.

Libya abandons weapons

By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Libyan leader
Moammar Gadhafi, meeting in the dead
of night in his capital with officers from
the Central Intelligence Agency and
British intelligence, appeared eager to do
away with his weapons programs, U.S.
officials said Saturday.

Those secret meetings over recent
months led to Friday's surprise
announcement that Libya would cease
work on its programs to develop nuclear,
chemical and biological weapons, includ-
ing an effort to refine uranium for use in
nuclear devices, the officials said.

The United States and Britain portrayed
the announcement as a significant break-
through in their efforts to curtail the spread
of such weapons and keep them from a ter-
rorist organization or hostile country.

It is clear, however, that Gadhafi has
tried in recent years to ease tensions with
the West, and this step was expected to fur-
ther improve Libya's international standing.

Gadhafi initiated the talks and the sub-
sequent onsite inspections in March after
he agreed to settle the 1988 bombing of a
Pan Am jetliner over Lockerbie,
Scotland, with cash payments and an
admission of complicity. His overture for
talks came days before the United States
and Britain invaded Iraq.

President Bush said the ouster and
capture of Saddam Hussein and U.S.
efforts to check weapons pursuits by
North Korea and Iran played a role in
Gadhafi's decision. Gadhafi's son said
Saturday his father went ahead after
receiving assurances that the United
States was not plotting against him.
Libya also claimed it had acted on its
own to serve as an inspiration for the rest
of the world.

Spain shows support

By The Associated Press

BAGHDAD, Iraq — Reaffirming his
support for the U.S.-led occupation,
Spain's prime minister lunched in a
desert canteen with Spanish soldiers in
Iraq on Saturday in a surprise trip remi-
niscent of President Bush's Thanksgiving
visit to Baghdad.

In Samarra, a town near Tikrit where
rebel activity has been intense, U.S.
forces destroyed a house suspected of
being used by insurgents to shoot at pass-
ing military convoys. And residents in the
western town of Rawah, near the Syrian
border, said a large number of American
soldiers had entered the town and were
conducting house-to-house searches.

Spanish Prime Minister Jose Maria
Aznar landed in Iraq at about 11 a.m. with
a 16-member delegation to meet members
of the 1,300-strong Spanish contingent in
Iraq, based in the southern town of
Diwaniyah. He left four hours later.

In brief comments to reporters, Aznar
expressed support for Spanish troops and
said he brought them greetings from King
Juan Carlos. He said the soldiers were
working for “the cause of freedom, democ-

racy and respect for international law.”
Meanwhile, senior military officials in
Washington said the Pentagon is sending
an additional 2,000 troops to Iraq and
extending the deployment of another unit.

Air Force drops charges

By The Associated Press

civilian lawyer, said the impact of
Welser's decision was significant because
it went at “the very gut charge of how he
was alleged to have done whatever it is
they claim or think that he did.”

Dean condemns mudslinging

By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Air Force has
dropped three counts in an espionage case
against a Syrian-born airman who worked
as a translator at the Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba, prison camp for terrorism suspects.

The lawyer for Senior Airman Ahmad
1. al-Halabi, a supply clerk detailed to the
prison, said Saturday that once those
charges were removed, “simply the gut
of the case was gone.”

Dropped was the single count in the
charge that accused al-Halabi of “aiding
the enemy,” a capital offense.

Also dropped were counts dealt with
e-mailing information about
Guantanamo detainees and committing
espionage by transmitting information to
unauthorized recipients.

Al-Halabi still faces 17 of the 30
charges filed against him following his
arrest in July after nine months as an
Arabic translator at the prison. They
include other espionage counts, disobey-
ing an order, making false official state-
ments, mishandling classified documents
and lying on a credit application.

Air Force Lt. Gen. William Welser III,
commander of the 18th Air Force at Scott
Air Force Base, Ill., convening authority
for al-Halabi's general court-martial,
gave no rationale for his decision to drop
the charges Friday.

Donald G. Rehkopf Jr., al-Halabi's

MAQUOKETA, lowa — Howard
Dean appealed to fellow Democratic
presidential candidates Saturday to stop
the bitter attack politics that have come to
dominate the race for the party's nomina-
tion. The race needs “a little character
transplant,” he said.

“It's not necessary to tear down the
other opponents,” said Dean, whose front-
running campaign has come increasingly
under fire from Democratic rivals.

In his latest swing through Iowa,
where the nominating process starts with
caucuses next month, Dean pushed hard
at his claim to being an outsider running
against Washington-based candidates
with no record of accomplishment.

“There are five or six people running
for president right now who have a
chance at winning,” Dean said. “I'm the
only person who has done anything about
trying to get health care.”

Dean is bunched with Missouri Rep.
Dick Gephardt in Iowa, but he has devel-
oped a wide lead in other early states
such as New Hampshire. As his cam-
paign has developed momentum, he's
come under fire with regularity.

Dean argued that his 12 years as gov-
ernor of Vermont give him experience
unmatched by his rivals and a record that
draws the sharpest contrast with
President Bush.

MONDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL

$3 Pints — 1/2 Price on Appetizers During Games

SPORTS GRILL
(Next to 14 below)

8 TVs « 2 Big Screens
Pop-a-shot ¢ 3 Pool Tables

ALL LAKERS &
KINGS GAMES!

12 Different Beers on Tap

Authentic Philly Cheese Steaks,
Burgers and More!

Happy Hour 5-7 M-F

*Burger, Fries
& Pint — 6=

r
1
1

1333 Santa Monica Blvd.
(corner of 14th and Santa Monica)
(310) 899-0076

Lunch-Time Delivery Available

Open Weekends @ 9am

Showing All NHL & NFL/College Games

|
|
1
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Next door to Over/Under ¢ (310) 45I-5040 * wwwl4below.com /

Breakfast Specials
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Buy One at Regular Price & Get the 2nd

of equal or lesser value for FBEB!

With Coupon. Expires 12/31/03
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W// Brake Masters

= Air Conditioning
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= Alternator/Starters
* Foreign & Domestic

All Makes and Models
Fair, Honest Pricing

Free Brake and A/C inspection

310-581-0727

2700 S. Lincoln Blvd » Santa Monica

(across the street from McDonalds)
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CLASSIFIEDS

S3°° per day.Up to 15 words, 20 cents sach additional word.
Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 15,000.

Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos Rent

Houses for Rent

Roomates

Commerical Lease

Real Estate

Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage

Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

Business Opportunities

Yard Sales

Health and Beauty

Fitness

Wealth and Success

Lost and Found
Personals
Obituaries

$3 - 5K per week income poten-
tial work from home, NOT MLM.
(800)570-3782 Ext. 4020.

AUTO PROFESSIONAL
WANTED:

Looking to get back into the car
business? SANTA MONICA
FORD has a few spots availa-
ble for the right candidate. Call
the Sales Manager at
(310)451-1588

BEAUTY STYLIST'S for new
Fantastic Sams Salon in Santa
Monica. Guarantee 9/hr and up.
(310)890-1222

CASHIERS AND Hourly Super-
visor. FT/PT Must be reliable,
excellent customer svc skills &
available weekends. Experi-
ence with Low Carbohydrate di-
ets a plus! Apply in person.Pure
Foods 1820 Wilshire Blvd, SM.
EOE.

DINING SERVER flexible
hours, but must have lunch
availability. Benihana 1447 4th
Street. Santa Monica (310)260-
1423.

EXPERIENCED ELECTRI-
CIAN, industrial plumber, con-
crete form worker. Drivers li-
cense & vehicle a must. English
speaking. Fax resume
(310)719-1449.

EXPERIENCED TELEMARK-
ETERS only. Needed to set ap-
pointments for salvage pick-up
non-profit organization. Work
from home. $400/wk. potential
call Manny (310)753-4909.

FIGURE MODEL wanted. Fit fe-
male model wanted for figure
drawing by artist. No experi-
ence necessary. Call (818)501-
0266

NANNY/HOUSEKEEPER
SEEKS live-in. CDL, local refer-
ences, call Dionne (909)940-
5264.

NEED SECURITY p/t am&pm
for the city of Santa Monica call
(714)531-0555.

SALES: 43 year old Forbes 500
ranked affiliate co. is looking for
sales pros to keep pace with
rising gold market. Top earners
make 200k+. Full benefits. No
cold calling. Draw/comm. Santa
Monica. Visit www.goldline.com
or call (310)319-0313.

THE “GREAT American Pitchf-
est” will be held on Saturday,
January 31st. at the Los An-
geles Convention Center . This
will be the largest pitchfest ever
held, and is for writers, produc-
ers, and directors for film and
television of all genres and for-
mats. Attend training sessions
with more than 10 “A-list”
speakers, celebrate at our
“Sweet Taste of Success”
champagne and dessert buffet
gala, and meet one-on-one with
the power people of Hollywood
who can help turn your movie
and show ideas into reality. One
“decision maker' for every six
participants. $150 until Decem-
ber 31 ($200 after). Only the
most credible companies in Hol-
lywood invited. Visit website at
www.pitchfest.com<

http://www.pitchfest.com/>  for
full list & more information, or
call 1-877-255-2528.

WRITER, PROPOSAL/TECH-
NICAL for writing response for
R.FP’s. B.A. Journalism, Eng-
lish or Communication & certain
tech writing required. WLA loca-
tion. Send resumes to re-
sumes@teampcs.com.

ALL STORE fixtures for sale.
Bel Mondo going out of biz,
1413 Montana Ave. (310)394-
7272.

APPLE IMAC: NEW 17" swivel
screen, 1.25 GHz,, panther,
80gb, 256mb, firewire, super-
drive. $1750 (310)919-7654.

ARCADE VIDEO GAMES for
sale (818)252-7175.

Furniture

2 BEDROOM apartment furni-
ture for sale . For complete de-
scription & details. Call Paul
Lorda (310)395-2558 or
(310)804-0810.

7 PIECE Bedroom Set. All
brand new! Wood sleigh bed,
mattress set, nightstand, and
more. Moving and must sell!
List $2500. Giveaway $795.
(310)350-3814.

CHERRY SLEIGH Bed. Solid
wood. Still in box. List $795.
Sacrifice $295. (310)350-3814

ITALIAN HOME &
GARDEN FURNISHINGS

Mid-Century Venetian Glass
Tuscan Ceramics * Deru
lorentine Leather ¢ Cha
Antique Linens » Jewelry

702 MONTANA AVENUE IN SANTA MONICA
(310) 394-0989
www.PonteV.com

ITALIAN LEATHER Sofa &
Loveseat Brand new, still in
crate from designer home
show. List $3000. Sacrifice
$995. Must sell! Will deliver!
(310)350-3814.

KING DOUBLE Pillowtop Mat-
tress Set. Brand new, brand
name. Must sell! List $895. Sac-
rifice $295. (310)350-3814

QUEEN DOUBLE Pillowtop
Mattress Set. Plush, name
brand, still in plastic. Warranty.
Was $595. Sacrifice $175.
(310)350-3814.

QUEEN ORTHO Mattress Set.
New, still in plastic w/warranty.
Must sell. $125 (310)350-3814.

DRUM LESSONS in your
home! Great wichildren & be-
ginners, first lesson FREE! Call
Tom (310)422-2699.

OF SANTA MONICA

’02 Ford Explorer Sport
V6, Automatic PW PIL tilt,
CD, Alloys! (ID#54518
STK#P5068) $13,995

'95 Ford Escort
Auto, A/C P/windows,
(ID#213592 - STK#P4698)

’

'98 Chev Gavalier
4DR, Automatic, A/C, CD
(ID#807680) $3,995

'02 Chev Tahoe L/S
Dual A/C, CD, Dual P/seats,
third seat, alloys, much more!

(ID#193678) $24,895

’01 Ford Expedition
4x4, Dual A/C, Loaded
(LIC#40BR776 - ID#B59858)
$19,995

’02 Ford Explorer XLT
V6, Leather, Rear A/C, Third
seat (LIC#4TRX317 -
1D#A61068) $18,995

PLUS TAX, LICENSE & DOCUMENT
FEE ON ALL VEHICLES

1230 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-451-1588

FOR
SALE

“Classic” 1982
Jeep Wagoneer

Custom Seats, CD sounds,
Surf Racks, lots of love
in this Truck.

$2500 FIRM.
(310) 699-7835

Solid Vehicle, Very Reliable,

\__/ \us
INFINITT
of Santa Monica

[J°00 BMW X5 4.4i0)
Sport Pkg! V8, Loaded, Low
Mileage! BEAUTIFUL! (H02400)

[1°02 Infiniti Q45 Navi(l
THE EXECUTIVE RIDE!
All Loaded, Low Miles

(v002529) 3 More Available

00’03 Infiniti G35 SedanO)
DVD Navi, Prem whis, Loaded
(v006982)

1’01 Ford Mustangd
CONVERTIBLE! Automatic
2D, Leather, (8837P)

[0°02 Audi ASLCI
FULLY LOADED! Premium Whis.
Bose Premium Sound (001079)

[J°02 Honda S200000
4-Cyl. 2.0L VTEC, Leather,
6-Speed, Manuel (8767P)

[1°02 Lexus 1S3000]

Sport Cross, LOADED! Prem
Wheels, Leather (043651)

{0’00 Volvo V70 XC AWDOI
SE Wagon

2.4L Turbo, Moon, alloys
VALUE PRICED! (v707506)

1401 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-394-1888
infinitiofsantamonica.com

EXECUTIVE HOUSEKEEPER
looking for permanent live-out
position. 15 yr experience. With
references, bilingual. Have own
transportation,CDL/insured,love
children and animals. (310)895-
0993

GEORGETOWN LAKE MT De-
luxe 4 bdrm overlooking pristine
mountain lake.  Blue ribbon
fishery. Minutes from Jack Nick-
laus golf course. Hike, boat,
swim, horseback ride. Wildlife
galore. Stunning sunset views.
$1200 per week. (310) 899-
3777

LbdK

LEXUS/VOLKSWAGEN
OF SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

O &

2003 INFINITI G35
COUPE 2D

V6, Automatic, Leather,
Moon Roof (206812)
2002 LEXUS IS 300
SPORT CROSS

4D, Hatchback, Moon, Rear
Spoiler, Lthr (042025)

2003 VW BEETLE

GL Turbo Hatchback, 2D,
Automatic (424228)

2000 LEXUS RX 300

4D Sport Utility, Automatic,
Moon, Roof Rack (146978)

2000 VOLKSWAGEN
JETTA GLS

4D Sedan, Automatic,
Moon Roof (089016)

1999 LEXUS LX 470

4D Sport Utility, Automatic,
Leather, Moon (075956)

1100 Santa Monica Blvd

(310) 319-1661

LAcarGUYcom

@TOYOTA

SANTA MONICA

YEAR END BLOW OUTS!
’01 CHEV CAVALIER

Low Miles - Super Economy
(17359142) $6,995

’01 TOYOTA PRIUS
TOYOTA CERTIFIED, Clean
(10036045) $13,995

’01 NISSAN GXE
AT, AC, PW, CD & MORE
(16437681) $8,995

’03 TOYOTA
COROLLA LE

TOYOTA CERTIFIED, Loaded
(32129771) $13,995

’00 FORD MUSTANG
GT Appearance, Pkg-Nice!
(YF213400) $8,995

’98 4RUNNER LIMITED
Leather, Moonroof & much
More (W0058384) $14,995

’01 TOYOTA WINDSTAR
Super Clean - Loaded
(1BB37955) $9,850

AD EXPIRES 12/30/03
All advertised prices exclude gov-
ernment fees and taxes, any
finance charges, any dealer doc-
ument preparation charges, and

any emission testing charge.

HURRY TO:
832 Santa Monica Blvd.

800-944-4157
LAcarGUYcom

{0a

Pay trioute

=
oved one,

Now offering obituary listin
For more details call the D

310.458.7737 ext. 111

YOUR AD HERE

Santa Monica Daily Press Classifieds

310.458.7737
Ask for Mitch
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CLASSIFIEDS

3RD STREET PROMENADE
Apts. Ocean views, remodeled
units 1+1, $1500-$2000, 2+2
$2100-$2500. 1453 3rd Street.
MOVE IN SPECIALS!
(310)862-1000.

(asa Loma Apartment
101 Dudley Ave. Venice

NOW LEASING!

Steps to the beach
Singles and Studios
$695.00 to $1095.00

MOVE IN SPECIAL
FIRST MONTH FREE!

(Requires S.D. & 1 yr. lease)
1-888-399-1166

NEW STUDIO Apartments
available. $1075-$1345.  Six
blocks to beach. Promenade
area! (310)656-0311

S.M. $1725.00 On 18th near
SM Bilvd. 2bdrm, 1.5ba. Town-
house. Intercom entry, Applian-
ces, wetbar, fireplace, private
patio, 2-car garage. Info:
(310)828-4481.

SANTA MONCA 1+1, lower, /s,

gated, carpet, pool,

laundry,parking, elec. included,
50.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1295/mo.
1232 Harvard.
Beautiful 1 bdrm, 1ba.
Prestigious location, secluded
builiding. Features large
closets, stove, dishwasher,
gated parking.

Owner will consider pets.
Walk to shops, restaurants &
transportation.
(310)717-7963

SANTA MONICA 2+2, carpet,
laundry, new paint, blinds, park-
ing, great building, $1275.
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA 3+2,

bath, hardwood floors, laundry,

remodeled, gated, quiet, $2050.
(310)395-7368

www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA bachelor, up-
per, carpet, laundry, great deal,
utilities included $600.
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA studio, lower,
r/s, in 4-plex, near Wilshire,
parking, utilities included $725.
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

WLA $1390/MO. 2 Bedrooms, 1
bath, hardwood floors, large
kitchen (310)391-8880.

Houses For Rent

SANTA MONICA duplex 1+,
r/s, new carpet, w/d, remodeled,
private, parking, $1100
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA guest house,
furnished, r/s, w/d, quiet, yard,
parking, utilites  included,
$1250.
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA triplex, 1+1,

t/s, carpet, yard, remodeled
kitchen, utilities included,
$1295.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

Roommates

90 DAY RENTAL: SHARE 2+2
NEAR WILSHIRE/6TH. PARK-
ING, UTILITIES, CABLE/IN-
TERNET, $700/MO. START-
ING IN JANUARY. (310)395-
4433 or nicksper@adelphia.net

NON-SMOKING SWF desires
room to rent or studio apart-
ment. Augustchild2@msn.com
(760)409-7376.

SANTA MONICA shared house,
private room, r/s, dishwasher,
laundry, utilities included $595.
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA shared apart-
ment, private room, furnished,
fireplace laundry, month-to-
month. $500.
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

Commercial Lease

e e e ek
12041
JEFFERSON
BOULEVARD

1350s.1i.
$1250 month
(3101 827-38713

or
(323) 870-5756

SANTA MONICA
OFFICES

+ CHARMING MEDITERRANEAN STYLE
* NEAR PROMENADE - WINDOWS OPEN
* GARDEN COURTYARD BUILDING

* TELEPHONE SYSTEM INCLUDED

* NEW PAINT AND CARPET

* FURNISHED AVAILABLE

* SHORT OR LONG TERM

* PARKING INCLUDED

*2TO 4 ROOMS

* AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY

310.395.4620

$1450.00 AND UP

FOR RENT office suite in Santa
Monica w/use of ammenties.
175 sq. ft. $700/mo. (310)396-
9310 ext. 107.

MDR ADJ: 2 offices in newer
building 389 sq. ft. $550, 621
sq. ft. $800. (310)390-7487.

MDR SHARE space. New suite,
4 space in small Law Firm. Law
Library, Conference Room, Re-
ceptionist, Copier, DSL, Parking
Available, 90 Freeway close.
Starting at $750. (310)553-
0756.

SM/OCEAN PARK: room avail-
able in well located Chiropractic
& Acupuncture office 3 days
per/wk  $500/mo.  Jasmine
(310)392-9596.

Real Estate

ﬁ

AGAPE ESTATES
Pride of Ownership
Homes and Units
Realtor and Developer
Call Today
310-745-4847

Buy or Sell Tomorrow

Real Estate Wanted

MOTIVATED BUYER: | buy
houses, any area, any price
any condition

Call (310)422-4933 .

[ assage

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
Energy balancing. Strictly non-
sexual. Introductory specials
from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, L.M.T.
(310)749-0621

HAPPY HOLIDAYS! FOOT
AND BACK-WALKING SPE-
CIAL MASSAGE: HOLI-
DAY SPECIAL (EXPIRES
DECEMBER 2003)

ENJOY a really great,
amazing and wonderful full
body massage. Swedish,
deep-tissue. (Platonic only!)
1-4/hrs.  Will come to you.
24/7 Cute, slim, fit, petite
mature chocolate. 14 years
experience. Dolly (310)358-
6535.

OCEAN THERAPY: nice relax-
ing massage Spanish & Asian
Staff (310)899-3709.

REVITALIZE & Rejuvenate.
Body, Mind & Spirit with a ther-
apeutic ~ Swedish/Deep-tissue
massage. Laura (310)394-2923
(310)569-0883.

STRONG & SOOTHING Swed-
ish & Deep-Tissue body work.
Only $40/70min. Non-sexual.
Paul: (310)741-1901.

THERAPEUTIC ASIAN mas-
sage $49/hr. 1227 Lincoln #201
Santa Monica (323)630-9506.
Appointment only.

[ Business Opps |

LOCAL VENDING route 60 ma-
chines. Locations included, all
for $10.995. (800)509-7909.

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong
and tender relaxing bodywork
by mature European. Professio-
nal Lady Sonja (310)397-0433.

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE,
Swedish, Accupressure,
Deep-tissue, Sports Mas-
sage, Reflexology. For apt
call Tracy at (310)435-0657.

OLIVIA FULL body massage.
Smooth, thorough, divinely re-
laxing by beautiful, mature
woman. Professional & licensed
$120/hr. $80/ 1/2 hr. (310)915-
5519.

Announce the

Arrival of Your
New Born!

For more details
call Elise at
the Daily Press.

310.458.7737
Ext. 101

Curves

in Santa Monica
The Power to Amaze Yourself.™

GET 50% OFF THE
SERVICE FEE

Offer valid 7/15/03 thru 11/30/03
*Based on first visit envollment, minimum, 12 months c.d
program. Service fee paid a time of enrollment
Not valid with any other offer.

1335 B 4th St.
310-917-1371

/FIT By the BEACH

Feel Better...Lose Weight...Improve your Health!

Inguire About Our Way to
Wellness Program! Exercise,
Eating & Stress Management ...
All'In One Great Program!

Located at the Loews
Santa Monica Beach Hotel

310-842-5657

www.globalfitnesssolutionsonline.com

e
OO Onsc
() Ocean COascis
A Wedical 3aq Sﬁa /u Women
Facials + Yoga * Pilates + Therapeutic Massage
Pregnancy & Post-pregnancy services
BRING IN A FRIEND AND SHE'S FREE!

(310) 458-8190

Dr. Lisa Masterson, M.D.

1333 Ocean Avenue in Santa Wonica

TAl CHI/I-CHIUNG classes in
Santa Monica call for info.
(626)429-6360.

Lost & Found

FOUND 12-5-03 evening; gold
wedding band at Santa Monica
& 4th (310)820-5926.

Personals

FAst
nlaulang

3 MINULE dating
FASTDATER.COM HAS
REVOLUTIONIZED THE WAY
PEOPLE DATE TODAY!

Have you had it with blind dates? Then
FastDater is for you! Participants even
tell us it feels like you are on a game
show — dating finally made fun!
NEXT EVENT:
January 5th @ 7 pm
WORLD CAFE IN SANTA MONICA

RSVP's Required
LOG ONTO www.fastdater.com

HOW

can you get the power of email working for your businass?

gl'eat big FIOI SEE www.greatbignoise.com

(V000

LEASING CENTER
1437 SEVENTH STREET, SUITE 200
SANTA MONICA

(310) 899-9580

CENTURY WEST PROPERTIES
EXCEPTIONAL WESTSIDE RENTALS

COMPLEMENTARY RENTAL LIST &
LEASING CONSULTATION
WALK-INS WELCOME 10AM — 6PM DAILY
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COMMERCIAL

Residential Remodel
HONEST & RELIABLE
FREE ESTIMATES

e

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

Al CONSTRUCTION, framing,
drywall, electrical. 30 years in
this area. Free estimate.
(310)475-0497 or (310)415-
7134.

B.C. HAULING clean-up; all
types big truck; hydrolic liftgate
-small truck. No Saturdays.
(310)714-1838.

DISCOUNT GRANITE COUN-
TER TOPS $199-$200, 26 1/2"
X 96”. Great colors, same cost
as tile. (310)985-1285.

BEST MOVERS

No job too small
2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR

Fully insured. We make it EZ.
Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES for
small businesses and individu-
als. Quickbooks, MYOB and Mi-
crosoft Money. Reasonable
Rates. (310)876-0363.

COPPER REPIPE SPECIALIST

LOW WATER PRESSURE? RUSTY
UNSAFE WATER? GETTING SCALDED?
We specialize in Copper Repipe of
private homes & apartments. Call us!
Senior Citizen Discount

FREE Estimates
1-877-379-9455

SOL'S PLUMBING

e
U
| @
: Lic#767143 Bonded & Ins.
.

® FREE

E WATER HEATER

ALL WORK IS GUARANTEED
ALWAYS A CLEAN QUALITY JOB!

[

DENTAL
EMERGENCY?

e Evening hours + emergency services
e Root Canals, Crowns, Veneers

© 20+ years of experience

o UCLA Graduate

e Most insurances accepted

e Cosmetic Dentistry

Dr. David Taft, DDS
310-315-3676

UCLA Parkside Medical

2428 SANTA MONICA BLVD., SUITE 303 * SANTA MONICA

DISCOUN

HARDWOOD
Floors & Molding

Laminate Engineered Floor

$0.89/sq.ft. $1.49/sq.ft.
Bamboo Floor
Solid Oak Prefinish $2.39/sq.ft.
S ynfinished Solid Wood
2.39/s0.ft. $0.99/sq.ft.

All Pergo, Columbia, Shaw, Bruce, Anderson &
Mohawk floors on sale. All molding & handrails &
stairs part & all prefinish & unfinished flooring sale.
'BEST PRICES IN TOWN.

(800) 984-2925

EXECUTIVE HOUSEKEEPER
looking for permanent live-out
position. 15 yr.experience w/ref-
erences, bilingual. Have own
transportation CDL/insured,
love children and animals
(310)895-0993.

HOME THEATER AND MUSIC:
system design, installing and
troubleshooting. 16 years expe-
rience with audio/video sys-
tems, satellite, cable, telephone
and computer networks.
(310)450-6540.

NBM CONSTRUCTION
Room Additions, Remodel,
Electric, Plumbing, Carpentry
(888) 420-5866

Lic#745354

The Gift of a Lifetime

#189 Instant Biography
*489 Foundation Biography
“The Best Stories are Stories
Remembered”

L1Z CROW (310) 442-9266

HEAD SHOTS. Price includes
shoot fee, contact sheets, nega-
tives & expenses. $250.
www.randphoto.net  (310)395-
0147.

MARCO TELECOM: Phone
jacks, installation & repair. Re-
wiring phone line, splitting busi-
ness. (310)301-1926, pager:
(310)351-7673.

Brainstorm for the New Year
50% Holiday Discount to all callers

Business Brainstorm Sessions

\
BBULLION GREY | caii for rree

lnnovative Essentials

business

Turning Possibility into Profitable Reality

519452-0851

report

KIM'S CHRISTMAS TREES

Finest Quality and Service

We offer tree removal.
Call for an appointment.
M

(310) 828-5467

NOTICETO
READERS:

California law requires that
contractors taking jobs that
total $500 or more (labor or
materials) be licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board. State law also requires
that contractors include their
license number on all
advertising. You can check the
status of your licensed
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov
or 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed
contractors taking jobs that
total less than $500 must state
in their advertisements that
they are not licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board.

PAINTING TOP QUALITY A&A
custom,Interior And Exterior .
Free Quote. Jeff Arrieta
(310)560-9864.

PICTURE FRAMES custom
made by professional (310)980-
2674.

TOWN & Country Builder. Ma-
sonry work, concrete, drive-
ways, brick, stone wall, patio,
tile. State/Lic. 441191 (310)578-
7108.

When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!
NED PARKER
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured » Lic#658-486

PAINTING  CARPENTRY * ROOFING
CONCRETE * ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869

Business Services

HOW can you get the power
of email working for your
business?

Great Big Noise
www.greatbignoise.com

Computer Services

COMPUTER HELP: Your office
or home. Typing, tutorial, Micro-
soft Word, Excel, Access, inter-
net navigation, software instal-
lation. Also, notary public serv-
ices. (310)207-3366

tl]d%:_l\]

WE ARE THE
. %WM&G

The Daily Press Hiring Guar antee:

Run an ad in the classified section of the Santa Monica Daily
Press for 4 weeks and we' |l guarantee that you' |l find the perfect

employee! Call for more details.

Call Mitch at the Santa Monica Daily Press 310.458.7737 ext.111

|G IN TOWN!
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PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

By The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Facing trial on a stock-trading scan-
dal, Martha Stewart says her legal woes have curtailed
her holiday plans.

“It's the saddest holiday ever. It's an unwelcome time
for me, very unwelcome,” she told CNN's “Larry King
Live” in a taped interview scheduled to air Monday. “I
generally have a Christmas party but this year I'm only
having a small family party.”

Stewart's criminal trial on securities fraud and con-
spiracy charges is scheduled to begin Jan. 12.

In excerpts provided to The Associated Press,
Stewart, 62, denies any wrongdoing, but said the
approaching trial has caused her a lot of pain.

“You have no idea how much worry and sadness and
grief it causes,” she says.

Despite the ordeal, Stewart says she hasn't allowed
herself to get angry.

“You can't let that get to you because then, again,
your functionality, your daily chores can't get done,” she
says. “And my legal team has inspired me to behave in
an appropriate fashion.”

LOS ANGELES — Bob Guiney, one of the stars of
the popular ABC-TV reality series “The Bachelor,” has
been sued for breach of contract by the show's produc-
ers.

In a lawsuit filed Friday, Guiney and his record com-
pany, Wind-up Records, were sued for promoting his
new CD, “3 Sides,” and music video.

And Syndicated Productions Inc. — a division of
Telepictures Productions — wants to stop Guiney from

making any more public appearances in connection with
the CD.

The producers also are asking for unspecified mone-
tary damages.

Stars of “The Bachelor” and “The Bachelorette”
series sign contracts with exclusivity clauses prohibiting
them from promoting any other products without per-
mission, according to the lawsuit.

Guiney caught the public's eye in the first season of
“The Bachelorette.” After being rejected, he was picked
to star in the fourth season of “The Bachelor.”

Michael J. O'Connor, a lawyer for And Syndicated
Productions, did not immediately return a call seeking
comment. There was no immediate response Sunday to
a call seeking comment from Wind-up Records.

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — “American Idol” runner-up
Clay Aiken walked across a different kind of stage this
weekend for a distinctive honor — his college degree.

Aiken, who vaulted from obscurity to pop music star-
dom, graduated from the University of North Carolina
at Charlotte on Saturday, receiving a bachelor of arts
degree in special education.

“American Idol” has made Aiken a multiplatinum
recording sensation, but he was just another face in the
crowd at the graduation ceremony. His name was not
mentioned until he walked across the stage, the last of
593 degree recipients.

“One among you has received a bit more attention
and he would like to speak to his class,” Chancellor
James Woodward told the audience.

“This has been an amazing year for me,” Aiken said

Stock-trading scandal is dampening Stewart’s holiday spirit

upon getting his diploma. “This is more special to me
than a lot of the things that have happened to me this
year, because what happens here today says something
to people. This is a day that makes for all of us a state-
ment ... how important it is to persevere and continue to
work and strive to succeed.”

Aiken later announced several initiatives by the
Bubel Aiken Foundation, a charitable organization start-
ed this summer to help disabled children. Aiken was a
mentor to Mike Bubel, a teenager with autism, while
studying at UNCC.

LOS ANGELES — The Academy of Motion
Picture Arts and Sciences has named a new Hollywood
screening room in honor of optical effects pioneer
Linwood Dunn, who worked on such classics as
“Citizen Kane” and “King Kong.”

“Linwood Dunn was a giant in the motion picture
field, a gifted artist and scientist who made enormous
contributions to our art form throughout most of the
20th century,” Academy President Frank Pierson said.

The 286-seat screening room at the Pickford Center
was first used Dec. 7 to showcase films in contention for
Academy Awards. A formal dedication will be held after
the Feb. 29 award ceremony.

Dunn, who died in 1998, received an Oscar in 1980,
along with Cecil D. Love and the Acme Tool and
Manufacturing Co., for the concept, engineering and
development of the Acme-Dunn Optical Printer for
motion picture special effects.

The device was used for visual effects until the

1990s, when digital compositing became available.
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As a seasoned home loan consultant, | am proud of my professional

association with Countrywide®, Together, we strive to offer the

highest level of customer service in the industry and will bring to you:

+ Convenient and personalized home loan process,
* Local decision-making process enabling timely and reliable answers
to your home financing questions.

* A wide vanety of home financing options.

As part of the Countrywide family, | will work closely with you and
make sure your customer service experience is one that you'll tell

your friends and associates about!

Please feel free to call me directly so | can tell you more about the

many ways | can make you feel at home.

Steve Danziger

Branch Manager

| 00 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 600
Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310) 434-1800
Steve_Danziger@Countrywide.com

.

E& Countrywide
HOME LOANS
Easy. Really.”

Store Hours.fro:ﬁgene'ral]y.llam to 6pm Daily

1312 Abbot Kinney Blvd in Venice 7l >
Calﬁﬁ_s_QG -8463 for an appo?htw o 4 <
WWW. dalsyarts com“ » - . <




