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IT BEGINS Daniel Archuleta daniela@smdp.com
Rabbi Eli M. Levitansky of Chabad at SMC lights a menorah on the first day of Chanukah in Palisades Park on Tuesday evening.

BY ASHLEY ARCHIBALD
Daily Press Staff Writer

MID-CITY The Santa Monica-UCLA
Medical Center and Orthopaedic Hospital
welcomed approximately 15 canines and
their human companions into its wards for
the first time Tuesday to spread holiday
cheer among patients with Christmas carols
and a little unconditional love.

Dogs as small as Gracie the Chihuahua
and as giant as Bosley, a 150-pound great
Pyrenees, paraded through the halls of the
fourth and fifth floors and the Emergency
Room festooned with holiday finery as the
carolers belted out classics like “Frosty the
Snowman” and “Deck the Halls.”

The dogs and their owners are part of the
People-Animal Connection (PAC) program
at UCLA, which strives to match up hospital
patients with highly-trained therapy animals
for short visits proven to relieve stress and
improve a patient’s quality of life.

PAC is responsible for over 85,000 visits
in the UCLA system since 1994.

Dogs have visited UCLA’s Santa Monica
campus in twice-monthly sessions, but never
for the holiday caroling event, which takes
place each year at the Ronald Reagan cam-
pus in Westwood.

It’s been hard to get enough volunteers
together to carol at both hospitals, mostly
because of traffic issues, said Jack Barron,
the PAC program director and former vol-
unteer.

“It’ll happen in Santa Monica as long as
I’m director here,” he said.

It’s a fun time for volunteers like Jane
Tomlinson and her black lab Paco, because
the dogs don’t get to interact often with their
therapy colleagues.

“If you see another dog in the hall, you’re
supposed to turn around and walk away,”
Tomlinson said.

More importantly, patients forced to wait
out the holidays in the hospital for any num-
ber of reasons get a little much-needed joy
when the dogs come to visit, Barron said.

“Lots of us have dogs at home, and
they’re our therapy dogs,” Barron said. “You
walk out the door for five minutes and it’s

BY ASHLEY ARCHIBALD
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL A series of changes approved
last week by the City Council will give city
officials the ability to fine taxi cab drivers,
franchisees and the general public for vio-
lating rules regarding taxis in Santa
Monica.

The item, which appeared on the City
Council’s consent agenda, revised both the
fines for violating the municipal code and
the schedule of fines associated with the
Taxicab Rules, a series of regulations creat-

ed for the taxicab franchise system which
was established in 2010.

The changes will cause some fines to go
up between four and 10 times the current
amount, depending on the circumstance.

It also puts in place fines for new viola-
tions recently approved by council, like a
penalty levied against doormen at restau-
rants and hotels for asking for bribes called
“cookies” from drivers in return for lucra-
tive fares.

City officials have three ways of policing
the taxicab franchises — fines, criminal
citations or by taking away the license to

drive in the city altogether.
The administrative fines apply to resi-

dents and taxi drivers alike, and is consid-
ered to be an alternative to criminal prose-
cution, wrote Salvador Valles, the taxi fran-
chise program coordinator, in an e-mail.

In contrast, Taxicab Rules, and the fines
associated, apply only to franchisees and
taxicab drivers, not the general public.

Those fines were originally established
by the City Council a year ago, but staff
sought to change them to keep the fines in

SEE CABS PAGE 11 SEE PATIENTS PAGE 12

Taxi franchise changes close
loopholes, raise penalties

Dogs bring joy to
hospital patients
Therapy animals have impact
on human health, studies show
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What’s Up

Westside
OUT AND ABOUT IN SANTA MONICA

To create your own listing, 
log on to smdp.com/submitevent

For help, contact Daniel Archuleta at
310-458-7737 or submit to editor@smdp.com

For more information on any of the events listed, 
log on to smdp.com/communitylistings

Wednesday, Dec. 21,
2011

Tiny shakers 
Kidsrevolving Studio

1657 12th St., 10:30 a.m.
This yoga class offers an

energy bursting, imaginative
practice shaped just for little
tots! Participants begin with a
breathing warm-up and then
experience a series of move-
ment explorations based on
themes inspired by cultures

from around the world. 
Cost: $20. 

Call (310) 497.4277 or e-mail
tiffany@kidsrevolving.com to

make reservation.

Self healing
Senior Center 

1450 Ocean Ave., 12:30 p.m.
Maria Locsin, a licensed

acupuncturist and Chinese
herbalist, will lead a discus-
sion on how to stay healthy

and heal bodies. How? Maria
repeats and reiterates: Food
is your medicine. Must be a
Senior Center member and
50 or older to participate;

membership is free. 
For more information, 
call (310) 458-8644. 

Drink and be merry 
Library Ale House 

2911 Main St., all day
It’s the Library Ale House’s

favorite time of year for beer.
The weather cools down and

the ABV goes up. It’s as
though the universe is telling
us to stay in inside and sip
strong, dark beers. To that

end, the Alehouse announces

its 2nd Annual Strong Ale
Holiday Fest, running Dec. 19-
31. For more information call

(310) 314-4855 or visit
www.libraryalehouse.com.

Thursday, Dec. 22,
2011

Snow on the pier?
Pacific Park

Santa Monica Pier, daily
Pacific Park is offering two

exciting ways to enjoy the hol-
iday season. Sit with Santa on
the Frog Hooper, the ride that
takes up to seven young rid-
ers straight up and down to

heights of nearly two stories.
Then take a ride on the West

Coaster roller coaster and
feel a curtain of snow fall as

you depart. For more informa-
tion, call (310) 260-8744.

Stories for the kids
Montana Library

1704 Montana Ave., 
11:15 a.m.

Come out to enjoy stories for
kids 3 to 5 every Thursday
morning. For more informa-
tion, call (310) 829-7081.

Grind it out
M.i.’s Westside Comedy

Theater
1323 #A Third Street

Promenade
The Grind features players

from the Mission
IMPROVable National Touring
company and the owners of

M.i.'s Westside Comedy
Theater. For more information,

call (310) 451-0850.

Offer not valid if any portion of prescription is paid for by any government program (e.g. Medicare, Medicaid, Tricare).

Minimum $20 pre-tax purchase required. Coupon not valid as payment on prescriptions. No cash value. One coupon per family.

Meet our pharmacist• Compounding
• Vitamins
• Homeopathic
• Skin Care

310.315.9999 | 1908 Santa Monica Blvd Ste. 4, Santa Monica, CA 90404 | mysmcpharmacy.com

and get 
$10 off any in store purchase!

FREE

PARKING

FREE HOME

DELIVERY

Why Wait...
have it in a few minutes?

an hour for 
your prescription
when you can

have it in a few minutes?

Family Dentistry
General, Cosmetic, & Implant Dentistry

MODERN, COMFORTABLE AND RELAXED ATMOSPHERE

Gentle Dentistry | Sedation Available | Digital Technology | Smile Makeover | Flexible Financing

Check our monthly promotions on our website   www.santamonicatoothdr.com

2222 SANTA MONICA BLVD, SUITE 202, SANTA MONICA, CA 90404

Ali Mogharei DDS

(310) 829-2224

Basic Cleaning, Exam

and full Mouth Xrays 

$65.00
– Modern facilities, gentle dentistry, sedation

Free Cosmetic
Consultation
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310-399-7892
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“Now Serving
8 New Specialty

Burgers!”

LISA LEFF
Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO Medical marijuana advocates want to create a
statewide system for licensing, regulating and taxing the industry
as a way of persuading federal officials to ease up on their crack-
down of California's pot clubs and growers.

After months of study, a coalition of medical marijuana
activists led by Americans for Safe Access and a labor union that
represents dispensary workers in Northern California, have pro-
posed a 2012 ballot initiative that would create an appointed
Board of Medical Marijuana Enforcement charged with oversee-
ing businesses and nonprofits that grow, distribute, sell and test
pot both in its raw state and in finished products like food items.

The measure was submitted to the secretary of state Thursday
and still must be cleared by the attorney general before its sup-
porters can begin gathering signatures. Backers hope that
empowering a state body to monitor the industry would show the
federal government that California is serious about keeping mar-
ijuana in the hands of residents who are authorized to use it.

In October, the four U.S. attorneys based in the state
announced a coordinated action to shutter pot clubs and growers

they accused of acting as a front for drug dealers.
"We think that this initiative will create a level playing ground

that law enforcement will embrace because it creates a sensible
process," Dan Rush, national director of the United Food and
Commercial Workers' medical cannabis division. "The U.S. attor-
neys became hostile to medical marijuana in California and what
we are doing is offering a responsible, dignified and sincere
approach to the citizens of California."

The proposed initiative also would target local governments
that have banned marijuana businesses outright by requiring
counties and cities to authorize at least one dispensary for every
50,000 residents. Local governments would be allowed to enact
dispensary bans only with voter approval.

At the state level, the envisioned regulatory scheme would be
financed through application and registration fees, as well as
through a 2.5 percent retail sales tax on marijuana and pot-
infused products. Most of the proceeds would go toward running
the enforcement program, although any profits would be ear-
marked for medical marijuana research and for supporting unin-
sured emergency room visits in the state, the only beneficiary not

SEE MEASURE PAGE 8

CITYWIDE 
BBB reduces service 
during holidays 

With many of the institutions served by
the Big Blue Bus closed or on reduced hours
over the holidays, the bus company is oper-
ating its special winter schedule on week-
days only. 

The schedule will be in effect until Jan. 2. 
Those who ride Lines 2, 3, Rapid 3, 4, 7 and

the Downtown Ride need not worry. These will
operate according to their regular schedules. 

All other routes will have some service
reduced. 

Weekend schedules remain unchanged. 
For more information on which routes are

impacted, go to bigbluebus.com, call (310)
451-5444 or stop by the Transit Store at 223
Broadway. Se habla Español.

KEVIN HERRERA 
DOWNTOWN 
Santa would be proud 
of this pub crawl 

The third annual Santa Monica Pub Crawl
raised more than $17,000 on Saturday,
enough money for the Westside Food Bank to
supply needy families with a “whopping”
70,000 meals, said Kim Koury, founder of
Spin Public Relations who co-created the pub
crawl with a girlfriend as a way to support
local businesses and the less fortunate during
the holidays. 

“We are proud to announce that we more
than tripled the donations we were able to
raise from last year,” she said. 

An estimated 4,500 people donned Santa
hats and reindeer antlers and visited various
bars all across Santa Monica. Tickets were
$10 and helped people score food and drink
specials, as well as entrance to an after-party
and raffle. 

“We’re really happy,” Koury said.
“Everybody had a blast and there were no
problems reported. Many of the bars said it
was their most successful night of the year
aside from St. Patrick’s Day. They were busy
all night.”

It was the first year that an entrance fee
was required. In previous years attendees
were asked to donate canned goods in
exchange for a ticket, Koury said, but that
made it difficult for the food bank, which had
to transport over 5,000 pounds of canned
goods. 

Charging a fee “worked out better,” Koury
said.

Expect the pub crawl to continue as it is
quickly becoming a holiday tradition. To check
out photos from the night, go to www.santa-
monicapubcrawl.com.

KH

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

CLASSIC TALE Kibiwot Limo news@smdp.com
A group of costumed carolers perform 'A Christmas Carol' by Charles Dickens on Tuesday in Palisades Park. 

Medical marijuana backers
ready 2012 ballot measure 
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Landmark the airport 
Editor:

The recent article in the Daily Press (“Santa
Monica’s lost aviation history,” Dec. 20) illustrates  just
one small piece of Santa Monica’s aviation history. It
brings to light the long and sometimes tumultuous his-
tory of one of the city’s greatest assets — the Santa
Monica Airport.

Now would be an opportune time for the Landmarks
Commission to consider the Santa Monica Airport as
worthy of consideration as a landmark. This is consis-
tent with their mission, which is to protect improve-
ments and areas which represent the city’s cultural,
social, economic, political and architectural history;
safeguard the city’s historic, aesthetic and cultural her-
itage; and promote the use of landmarks and historic
districts for the education, pleasure and welfare of the
people.

What better a time than now?
Michael Dubin

Santa Monica

Not being realistic
Editor:

I looked at the rendering in the Dec. 20 edition of
the Daily Press depicting what Ocean Park Boulevard
will look like after the $4.4 million project to “green
up” the thoroughfare from Neilson Way to Lincoln
Boulevard is completed. I was amused to see that there
were pedestrians and bicyclists along with trees and
grass shown in the rendering, but there were no cars
depicted.

Now I’ve lived in Santa Monica for many decades and
never have I seen Ocean Park Boulevard devoid of cars
on a sunny day. If the developer of this project and City
Hall were honest for once, they would have shown grid-
locked drivers on a major east-west artery that used to
be a four-lane boulevard reduced to a two-lane cow
path. And yet, the folks in this city continue to drink the
Kool-Aid and assume that anything labeled “green” is
good. Just wait until summer traffic backs up for a mile
or more on Ocean Park Boulevard and then tell us how
that frosty drink tastes. 

Barry Barker
Santa Monica

Sharing is caring 
Editor:

Yes, there is no Santa Claus. And there isn’t any
Christmas spirit, either. While we’re at it, forget about
the Easter Bunny and Tooth Fairy, too. We’ve taken
them all away. As Linus ends his speech, “Peace on
Earth, goodwill toward man” … realize this is a fallacy.

For centuries, mankind cannot live by this credo. We
can erect tall buildings, create massive machines, soar
into outer space, see beyond our galaxy, yet we cannot
be cordial or considerate to anyone or anyone’s sect
that does not match our own. Conflict always seems to
rule rather than tactful concessions. Who wins that
way?

City Hall made a mistake. City officials should have
allowed the nativity scenes in Palisades Park to be
shown in full for a designated period of time and allow
other sects the same courtesy. Where was the common
sense approach to this issue? December has four
weeks, winter is 12 weeks, and a year has 52 weeks —
plenty enough time to share Chanukah, Christmas,
Kwanzaa. 

Ronald Davis
Santa Monica 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send comments to editor@smdp.com 

WHO ARE SANTA MONICA’S HOMELESS? 
I get asked this question quite often. Who

are they? In other words, is there a particular
economic or ethnic group that makes up the
majority of the homeless population? I usu-
ally answer,“You will probably be surprised.”

The other day I was moving some boxes
around in my attic and I saw Gary’s diploma
again. When I saw his prestigious diploma
mounted on that beautiful wooden plaque, I
couldn’t help but wonder where he was and
how he’s doing.

Gary was sharper than most. His memo-
ry was absolutely unbelievable. His attention
to detail was impeccable. He had earned his
doctorate at UCLA. But all his talents, gifts
and education couldn’t save him from
cocaine addiction, then homelessness.

When I first met Gary, he was carrying
around a cardboard box that was beat all to
pieces. It was slightly bigger than a file box. I
kept seeing him with this torn-up box and
finally asked what it was all about. He said
that he had been hauling it around for awhile
but was afraid that he would eventually lose
it, too. He said, “This is all I have left in this
world. It’s just papers and stuff. They don’t
mean anything to anybody but me.” Then he
asked, “Will you keep it for me? Just hold on
to it for a week or two until I get a place?” I
answered, “Yeah, but only for a week or two.”

Gary was also looking for somebody to be
his payee. You know, someone to receive his
disability check every month then help him
manage his money. I thought it would be
easy because of the way he had impressed
me with his professionalism. So I thought,
“Why not, I will give it a try. After all, how
hard could it be?”

The first check that I received for him was
a shocker. When I saw the amount my first
thought was that he must be getting some
back pay. It must be several months’ worth
— $3,200 is a lot of money. I asked Gary,
“Why is your check so much? Do they owe
you money?” “No, that’s what I get every
month,” was his reply. He was getting profes-
sional disability. I had never met anyone
who received it before.

Gary once had a thriving practice in
Beverly Hills. He was in demand. His
patients were some of the richest and most
famous people in L.A. He once had all the
trappings of success.

Years ago a doctor friend had invited
Gary to a party. It was there, in a drunken
state, that he tried crack cocaine for the first
time. Gary said, “There are some people who
just can’t handle it. Predisposed, I suppose. I
am one of them. Within six months of my
first hit of crack cocaine I had lost every-

thing. My practice, my license to practice,
my wife and kids, cars, every nickel and
every dime. If anything had any value at all,
it is gone.”

I was his payee for only a short time. It
was a nightmare. Gary could find more ways
to get his hands on the money than you
could imagine. I would give him money in
the morning and he would need more by the
afternoon. He was still an addict. He was
smart. I was naïve. He fooled me. He had all
these elaborate plans that took money that
somehow failed to materialize every single
time. He was “maintaining” as they say on
the street. He was using every single cent of
his disability to get what he needed to stay
high as long as he could. He didn’t need a
payee, he needed an enabler. He was moving
from area to area, finding that unsuspecting
person who could get his money for him.

It didn’t take very long to figure out what
he was doing. We had a showdown one day.
Gary confessed to everything. He was just
working me to get what he needed. He said
that he guessed if he didn’t have the disabil-
ity money he could probably get clean. But
he liked it (crack) too much, and it was
working for now.

I found it all hard to believe. Gary’s story
is still unreal to me. How could someone
who had achieved so much have fallen so
far? He was at the top of his game. He was
the cream of the crop. It was a scary scenario.

The last time I saw him was one after-
noon at the hospital. A few days earlier he
had called me from a phone booth in
extreme pain. He was gasping for air as he
talked in short breaths from the tenderness
in his abdomen. After my 20 minute plea, he
finally agreed to go to the hospital. At the
hospital, I found out that he was only a few
hours away from death, his appendix had
ruptured. When he got well he walked out of
the hospital. I have never heard from him
since.

Who are they? I answer it like this. They
are somebody’s sister, somebody’s brother,
somebody’s son or somebody’s daughter. In
my time working with the homeless I can
honestly say that there is not one socio-eco-
nomic group that I haven’t worked with.
Homelessness does not discriminate.

Don’t place all the homeless into one ide-
ological box. What’s on the surface can fool
you.

RROONN  HHOOOOKKSS  is the founder and executive direc-
tor of West Coast Care, a nonprofit. WCC is part
of the Santa Monica Police Department's Joint
Homeless Outreach Program. Learn more at
westcoastcare.org.

Ron Hooks Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Stories from the Street

Looks can be deceiving 
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Change your water ...

CHANGE YOUR LIFE
with “Beyond O2” Alkaline Water

Alkaline Water
reverses the

effects of
illness and

leads to:

• increased energy
• anti-aging
• positive mood
• stabilized blood sugars
• weight loss

• better digestion
• lower cholesterol
• clear skin
• disease reversal

(gout, diabetes, etc.)

(310) 664-8880
Beyond O2 Water House

2209 Main St., Santa Monica, CA 90405
Doctor Recommended

FREE
5 gallons of “Beyond O2”

Alkaline Water
Beyond O2 Water

(310) 664-8880
With this coupon.

Not valid with other offers or prior purchases.
*Please bring an empty container for your water or you may purchase a container at the store

www.beyondo2water.com

Home and Office Delivery NOW AVAILABLE!

The Tiffany of Alkaline Water!

ARIZONA AVE.
WILSHIRE BLVD.

14TH
 ST.

15TH
 ST.�

FINDING A NEW
DENTIST IS TOUGH!!!

(BUT WE MAKE IT EASY!!!)
TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

$1  EXAM
includes FULL XRAYS AND INVISALIGN CONSULTATION

If you don’t like what we have to say we will give
you a copy of your x-rays at no charge

DENTAL CARE WITHOUT JUDGEMENT!
No need to be embarrassed if you haven’t been in for 

a long time complex cases welcome

"NO HASSLE" DENTAL INSURANCE PROCESSING
We will take care of all your insurance paperwork

WE OFFER UNIQUE SERVICES
*Nitrous Oxide provided as a courtesy

*No interest payment plans
*Emergencies can be seen today

*Our dentists and staff members are easy to talk to

AND OF COURSE WE DO
-Invisalign    -Periodontist on Staff    -Oral Surgeon on Staff
-Cosmetics and Implants    -Zoom bleaching    -and more

SANTA MONICA FAMILY DENTISTRY
DR. ALAN RUBENSTE IN
1260 15th ST. SUITE #703

( 3 1 0 )  7 3 6 - 2 5 8 9
WWW.ALANRUBENSTEINDDS.COM

NNeeww  ttrreenndd??

The City Council last week approved a
56-unit apartment complex slated for
the corner of Broadway and Fourth
Street. The development includes no
parking spaces for tenants.

SSoo,,  tthhiiss  wweeeekk’’ss  QQ--LLiinnee  qquueessttiioonn  aasskkss::

Do you think parking should be required
for every development, or is this a trend
you’d like to see more of in Santa Monica?

Contact qqlliinnee@@ssmmddpp..ccoomm before FFrriiddaayy  aatt
55  pp..mm.. and we’ll print your answers in the
weekend edition of the Daily Press. You
can also call ((331100))  445588--77773377  eexxtt..  110077.

W

THE TAX-AND-SPEND SACRAMENTO
insiders who hunger for more taxpayer cash
are having to secure their drool bibs after the
release of a poll claiming broad public sup-
port for Jerry Brown’s proposed tax hikes.

The poll by the Public Policy Institute of
California, a left-tilting think tank, asked the
following question:

“Gov. Brown has proposed a plan to help
close the state’s budget deficit over the next
five years. The plan, which would be put
before voters in November, would raise $7
billion annually through a temporary, four-
year half-cent sales tax increase and a tem-
porary, five-year income tax increase on
those earning more than $250,000. Do you
favor or oppose this proposal?”

According to PPIC, 60 percent of likely
voters indicated support for the plan, which
has those backing tax increases salivating.

Nonetheless, there are reasons to be skep-
tical. Let’s take a closer look.

Note how the question is framed in terms
of deficit reduction, even though real world
experience shows that there’s no correlation
between raising taxes and reducing the
deficit — or else California certainly would
have no deficit at all by now.

In the second sentence, it’s stated the gov-
ernor’s plan will, for certain, produce $7 bil-
lion in new tax revenue, even though, again,
real world experience shows that tax increas-
es rarely, if ever, produce the revenue that is
predicted.

See how the tax increases are described as
“temporary,” while also noting their sunset
dates. Is it really necessary for a pollster to
emphasize that four-year and five-year tax
increases are “temporary?” Doesn’t their
description as four-year and five-year tax
increases already make that clear?

And the question mentions the sales tax,
which impacts everyone, first, and then ends
with the tax increase on top earners, so that
the “tax the evil rich” element is emphasized
at the end of the sentence, right before the
respondent is asked to make a decision?

Ironically, this same poll shows 57 per-
cent of Californians believe there’s a lot of
waste in state government spending and 67

percent say the state government is pretty
much run by a few big interests looking out
for themselves and not for the benefit of all
of the people.

If taken literally, the poll tells us that most
Californians think government wastes their
money and, therefore, they want to pay
higher taxes. This significant contradiction
of logic takes us back to the biased wording
of the tax increase question.

Only an election can sort out what voters
are really thinking, but before the
Sacramento politicians start spending the
“new” money they believe this poll shows
they will get, they should look back to 2009.
Two months before a special election vote on
Proposition 1A, that would have raised taxes
by $16 billion, a Field poll had the measure
passing by 57 percent. It lost two months
later by more than 65 percent.

In releasing this latest poll, the PPIC
should have provided bibs for everyone
because what they have served up is pabu-
lum.

JJOONN  CCOOUUPPAALL  is president of the Howard Jarvis
Taxpayers Association — California’s largest
grass-roots taxpayer organization dedicated to
the protection of Proposition 13 and the
advancement of taxpayers’ rights.

Jon Coupal Send comments to editor@smdp.com

The Taxman
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SACRAMENTO California state park man-
agers said they have lost confidence in their
director and urged Gov. Jerry Brown to
appoint someone else to the post.

The 125-member California State Parks
Peace Officer Management Association sent
a letter to the governor's office last week
expressing disapproval of Ruth Coleman,
who has been serving as state parks director
for nearly a decade.

Scott Elliott, president of the association,
said there is frustration over how Coleman
has handled budget cuts. A survey of the
association's members found that more than
90 percent have no confidence in their
leader, he said.

The state announced earlier this year that
it would close as many as 70 of the state's 278
parks to save $33 million over two years. The
closures will take effect July 1, 2012.

"We've felt there hasn't been a cohesive
plan," said Elliott, an acting superintendent
in the Lake Tahoe area. "There's just been a
lot of knee-jerk reactions and some deci-
sions that were made to close parks without
analysis."

Parks department spokesman Roy
Stearns said Coleman has been leading the
charge to keep parks open. He said the state
has found donors and sponsors to keep nine
parks open, and 27 are in negotiations for
partnerships.

"We're clearly not sitting on our hands,"
Stearns said Tuesday. "All of this has been
Ruth Coleman's initiative to push the enve-
lope of creative things to keep as many parks
open as possible."

Coleman was appointed by former
Democratic Gov. Gray Davis in 2002 and
reappointed by Republican Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger.

Gil Duran, a spokesman for Brown, said
the governor does not comment on personnel
matters. The California Department of Parks
and Recreation has about 2,500 workers.

Elizabeth Goldstein, executive director of
the nonprofit California State Parks
Foundation, which provides financial sup-
port to the department, said she was sur-
prised by the letter because her group has
worked "very closely and extremely well"
with Coleman. She said the letter represents

just a fraction of state workers in the depart-
ment.

Goldstein said even though the governor
does not face a deadline for that appoint-
ment, it might be time for him to make a
decision.

"This is the moment for the governor to
have anointed a leader, put them in place
and back them up," Goldstein said.

The letter signed by Elliott described
Coleman as an honorable person but said
she has been absent from public discussion
on leading the parks system through the
state's fiscal problems.

"It is not an exaggeration to say that
morale is at a disheartening low in the
Department of Parks and Recreation, some
of it because of budget problems, yet even
more from a woeful lack of credible leader-
ship," he wrote.

Elliott said he has seen ranger and main-
tenance positions drop by as much as 50 per-
cent in his area, while seasonal staff has fall-
en to 30 percent of pre-recession levels.

He expressed concern about Coleman's
plans to hand off state parks to nonprofits,
local governments and private vendors who
lack the experience of managing parks.
Elliott said the new caretakers may not share
the state's philosophy on sustainability.

"There are a lot of people who have dedi-
cated their lives to running parks," Elliott
said. "It's just a little bit of a risky proposi-
tion to hand these treasures off to people
who maybe don't have the same level of
experience running them."

Stearns said it's not surprising that state
park managers are dissatisfied given that
state workers have been forced to take fur-
loughs and staffing has been reduced
throughout state government.

California voters in November 2010
rejected Proposition 21, an $18 registration
fee for vehicles that would have raised an
estimated $500 million for state parks. The
nonpartisan Legislative Analyst's Office said
the parks system has been operating on
about $300 million annually, with half the
money coming from the state's general fund
and the other half from gasoline tax and
park user fees for admission, camping and
other uses.

Stearns said without additional revenue,
the state cannot run parks the same way.

"It's a reality that really stinks," he said.

State park managers oppose
agency director, want change
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SUE MANNING
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES Tony La Russa would like his
dog to spend more time in his lap. Bob Barker
would like his rabbit to spend more time in its
litter box. And Lea Michele would like her cat
to spend less time in her cotton ball jar.

The Associated Press asked several
celebrity pet owners about New Year's reso-
lutions for their animals — and resolutions
their pets might have for them.

La Russa, the reigning World Series
champion manager, would like it if his 12-
year-old Chihuahua Twiggy would jump
into his lap every time he sat down. "I'd like
that affectionate reassurance every time, not
just sometimes," he said.

And on behalf of Twiggy, La Russa would
resolve to "be the person that Twiggy wants
me to be and deserves for me to be."

Jazz singer Roberta Flack would resolve
"not to have to beg Yogi, my shiba inu dog, to
eat his breakfast or dinner so his food bowl
would not be looking at us all day long! He
likes to be begged to eat — coerced — given
one bite from the bowl by hand."

And for her: "That I talk less and quietly.
I have a seal point Siamese, Mimi-La, who
likes to put her front paw on my face as if to
say, 'Shhhhh.'"

Flack didn't include resolutions for eight
dogs, 12 cats, a llama, six horses, three don-
keys, several Chinese chickens, a road run-
ner, three flamingos and several geese she
cares for after adopting them from petting
zoos and other places.

"CSI: Miami" actress Eva La Rue would ask
that "our bulldog Frank be less of a ham. He
is so funny. He always needs to be right in the
middle of the room where all the action is
taking place. He constantly needs attention.

"If Frank made a New Year's resolution
for me it would be that I would devote 100
percent of my time to him only. If my
shnoodle, Bingo, made a resolution, it would
be that he would get just some of the atten-
tion that Frank demands from us! LOL!"

It seemed fitting to ask some of the actors in
the movie "New Year's Eve" for their resolutions.

Seven dogs — Oscar, Romeo, Stella,
Piper, Weaser, Flora and Tamber — would
like actress Katherine Heigl "to feed them
consistently on time in the morning."

She wishes Oscar the hound would "not be

so aggressive toward strangers. That would be
good because I really don't want to get sued."

Academy Award winner Hilary Swank
said of her two dogs: "They are so great. ... I
wish they could do every interview with me
and just sit right here and here. That would
be my New Year's resolutions for my dogs —
that they're always with me."

Josh Duhamel would like his rescue dog
Meatloaf "to really work on his coordination
and work on getting a little more exercise
because he's struggling right now. But he's
still happy and he's not in pain. But it's real-
ly hard to get him to do anything. He's super
lazy. He's like maybe the most unathletic
animal you've ever seen."

"Glee''''s Lea Michele says her cat Sheila
needs a resolution.

"I wish that Sheila would stop going into
my bathroom, taking out all my cotton balls
out of the jars and spreading them all over.
So her New Year's resolution would be to get
over the cotton ball obsession."

Dog whisperer Cesar Millan would like
his pit bull Junior to continue as "an ambas-
sador for powerful breeds, reinforcing the
message that it's not the breed, it's the
human behind the animal." And Junior to
Millan? "Accept yourself," he said.

"We have cats, lots of cats. They are pret-
ty well behaved but one — Ted. I would
resolve that Ted might start to work on get-
ting along well with others," said Joe Bonsall
of country music's Oak Ridge Boys.

"All of my cats might wish that I stayed out
on the road more so they would not have to
share (my wife) Mary as much. Seriously! I am
sometimes a blight on their existence," he added.

Fellow group member Duane Allen said
sports and music would top his list.

"I taught my dogs how to play basketball
— everything except shooting. So that
would be on the list. l taught one how to
sing. I am now trying to teach my Lab
(Lana) how to talk. She thinks I am Elvis."

And if Lana had her way, "it would be to
tell me to not talk," Allen said.

Country singer Buddy Jewell wants his
Akita Jack to "eat more pork chop bones!"
And Jack, in turn, wants Jewell to "Grill
more pork chops!"

Bluegrass singer Janie Fricke said her
favorite pet is Rico, an 18-year-old African grey
parrot who plays like a baby. Her wish for him?
"I hope he lives to be 80, as the book says."

Celebs share New Year's
resolutions for their pets 



directly related to the industry.
Coalition members including a growers'

group based in Humboldt, Drug Policy
Alliance and the state chapter of the
National Organization for the Reform of
Marijuana Laws started crafting the initia-
tive earlier this year. California voters in
November 2010 rejected a first-of-its-kind
ballot measure that would have legalized
recreational use of the drug by adults and
authorized local governments to impose
taxes on its sale and cultivation. Some med-
ical marijuana backers were among the mea-
sure's most vocal opponents.

California was the first state to legalize
the medical use of marijuana, through a
1996 citizens' initiative. The program creat-
ed under that law is by far the most liberal of
the 16 states that allow marijuana use for
medical purposes. Doctors may recommend
pot to a patient for any ailments for which
they think it may provide relief, for example,
and the state has no centralized system for
monitoring users or the hundreds of store-
front dispensaries that have sprung up to
supply them.

If it passes, the proposed Medical
Marijuana Regulation, Control and Taxation
Act would constitute the first legislative
changes to California's 15-year-old medical
marijuana since state lawmakers in 2003
passed laws requiring counties to issue volun-
tary identification cards to authorized med-
ical marijuana patients and set guidelines for
how much pot users could legally possess.

Rush said the initiative's supporters plan
to provide details about their campaign
strategy and goals in early January.

The measure could end up sharing the
November 2012 ballot with another mari-
juana legalization measure, as supporters
have submitted language to the secretary of
state for at least three different ones. Don
Duncan, Americans for Safe Access' state
director, said it was important for the state
to get on the right track with its existing
medical marijuana laws before tackling an
initiative that would treat pot like alcohol.

"We have come to a point in the field with
medical cannabis where we need some sort
of statewide standards make things more
consistent and rational throughout the
state," Duncan said. "We are trying to fix
medical marijuana because this is unfin-
ished work, and we think this should be the
priority right now because this is so overdue.
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line with similar violations in the city code.
The changes associate violations of the

rules with “schedules” of penalties used in
other portions of the municipal code, which
range from A to D and come with charges or
suspensions either against the driver or fran-
chise company as a whole.

The goal is to create consistency with the
fine amount for similar violations, make it
easier to determine the applicable fine and
make the amount of fines in line with the
nature of the violation, Valles wrote.

That includes some major increases.
According to the staff report, the admin-

istrative fine for a taxicab driver who charges
more than the amount approved by the City
Council will quadruple from $250 to $1,000
to “make it more consistent with other viola-
tions that involve serious misconduct by
taxicab companies and drivers.”

That’s still far under the penalty for try-
ing to bribe a public official as defined under
the Taxicab Rules.

That used to stand at $1,000, and

increased to either a monetary fine of
between $5,000 and $10,000 or the revoca-
tion of the taxi license on a second offense.

The full breakdown of the schedules can
be found at smgov.net in the staff report for
the Dec. 13 City Council meeting under
consent agenda item 3-C.

The franchise system regulated the num-
ber of cab companies allowed to operate in
Santa Monica, delivering exclusive contracts
to Taxi! Taxi!, Metro Cab, Bell Cab,
Independent Cab and Yellow Cab.

It went into effect March 1, after facing
fierce opposition from taxi companies that
did not make it into the franchise.

In return, the cabs accepted restrictions
and requirements, like city inspections, spe-
cific kinds of insurance and participation of
the drivers in a drug testing program.

They also accepted fare limits, which pre-
vent cabbies from raising prices on customers.

The franchises are meant to keep traffic
down in Santa Monica, protect consumers
from rip-offs, enhance the experience and
safety of riding in a cab and help taxi drivers
maintain a living wage in an expensive city.

ashley@smdp.com
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like you’ve been gone for two years, there’s
nothing like it.”

The program, which has over 50 dog-
owner teams, tries to bring that feeling to
patients by allowing animals trained and
certified by the Delta Foundation to come
into hospitals and other facilities to visit.

The Delta Foundation is a nonprofit that
specializes in training human-canine part-
nerships to be good therapy animals, toler-
ant of the noises, smells and conditions of a
busy hospital.

That means a four to five month training
regimen, either at home or in sessions with
Delta trainers, and then a skills test, which
can take multiple attempts to pass.

There are also skills needed that can’t be
taught.

“Not all dogs and not all people are right
for this,” Barron said. “It’s about how they
react to patients, and how they see patients.
After 12 years of this, you really see that.”

The effort is worth it, both for the
patients and the volunteers.

Studies on animal-assisted therapy show
that patients receive multiple health benefits

from even 12 minutes with a dog, including
reduced blood pressure and harmful hor-
mones.

Anxiety dropped 24 percent for partici-
pants who were visited by a dog-human
team, according to a study abstract pub-
lished by the American Heart Association.

In many ways, the act of bringing that
relief can be as helpful to the volunteer as to
the patient, Barron said.

Barron and his golden retriever Joey volun-
teered with the PAC program for three years
before Barron became the director in 2002.

They worked with liver and heart
patients, people whose illnesses trapped
them in the hospital long-term, but perked
up at the sight of Joey walking up to their
sickbed.

“You ask anybody here and they’ll say it
changed their lives,” Barron said.

Linda Rich has volunteered with PAC for
14 years, most recently with her golden
retriever, Abby.

You don’t stay with something that long
unless it’s worthwhile, she said.

“There’s no downside to this. You bring a
little normal into an abnormal situation,”
Rich said.

ashley@smdp.com
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WOOFING IT UP: Canine caroling teams sing to brighten the spirits of patients at the Santa
Monica-UCLA Medical Center and Orthopaedic Hospital pediatrics unit on Tuesday morning. Each
dog and owner are members of the People-Animal Connection (PAC).
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DEREK KRAVITZ
AP Real Estate Writer

WASHINGTON The depressed housing mar-
ket has held the economy back for four
years.

No longer.
Home construction has finally begun a

gradual comeback and should add to the
nation's economic growth in 2011, a turning
point in the recovery from the Great Recession.

The main reason appears to be a positive
consequence of the weak economy:
Apartments are being built almost twice as
fast as two years ago. Renting is the only
option for many people who have lost their
jobs, their homes or both.

Builders in November broke ground on
homes — houses and apartments alike — at
an annual rate of 685,000, the government said
Tuesday. That was a 9.3 percent jump from
October and the fastest pace since April 2010.

The numbers show how far the housing
industry has come and still has to go:

• Builders should start at least 600,000
homes this year. That's up from 587,000 last
year and 554,000 in 2009 — the worst year on
record. In a healthy market, economists say,
about 1.2 million homes are started each year.

• The pace of apartment construction has
soared. About 175,000 will be started this
year, also roughly half the number in a
healthy economy. But it's far more than the
97,000 apartments begun in 2009.

• Single-family home construction, which
accounts for about 70 percent of the housing
industry, has essentially stalled for three
years. This year will probably turn out to be
the worst in the half-century records have
been kept.

Construction of single-family homes this
year could reach 440,000. That would be
below last year's 471,000. In a good econo-
my, builders would break ground on about
840,000 homes.

New homes are 20 percent of the housing
market but have an outsize economic
impact. Each home built creates an average
of three jobs for a year and generates about
$90,000 in taxes, according to the National
Association of Home Builders.

Since the recession began in December
2007, housing has subtracted between 0.5
and 1.1 percentage points from U.S. eco-
nomic growth each year. Cuts in spending by
homeowners have further reduced growth.

But economists say apartments are going
up so fast that housing should add to eco-
nomic growth this year, even if fewer fami-
lies are buying houses. The U.S. economy
grew at a 2 percent clip last quarter.

"Finally, it appears that the process of heal-
ing is under way," says Joel Naroff, president
and chief economist at Naroff Economics.

The better-than-expected housing data
helped the stock market shoot higher. The
Dow Jones industrial average rose 337
points, its fifth-best performance of the year,
and closed back above 12,000.

Housing stocks had an even bigger day.
PulteGroup Inc., a home construction and
mortgage company, rose more than 10 per-
cent, the best performance in the Standard &
Poor's 500.

Patrick Newport and Michelle Valverde,
U.S. economists at IHS Global Insight, said
in a note to clients that the figures demon-
strate that the housing industry is "finally
getting off the mat."

The industry seems to think so, too. A
survey of industry sentiment this week
found builders were more optimistic than at
any time since May 2010.

But the numbers remain weak, even though
mortgage rates are near record lows and home
prices have fallen by a third since 2006.

Tighter lending standards are preventing
many families from buying houses, and
diminished prices on single-family homes
have given the industry little reason to build
more. Builders are also competing with fore-
closures, which hold prices down.

Yet they have found a way to make money
— by serving the rising demand for rental
apartments.

"When you have a slowdown in home
sales and a growth in population, there's a
lot of pent-up demand for apartments," says
Mark Dellonte, president of Love Funding,
which provides loans for apartment con-
struction across the country.

In July, Love Funding started work on a
130-unit apartment building in Bethesda,
Md., near Washington, with a $60 million
government loan. The builder says it expects
every apartment to be occupied when the
project is completed at the end of 2012.

Builders have a strong incentive: Rents
are rising as people flock to apartments. The
average rent has risen 2.4 percent this year to
$1,004 a month, according to the real estate
data firm Reis Inc. It rose 1 percent last year
and fell 2.7 percent in 2009.

Between 2005 and 2010, including the
Great Recession, 4 million American house-
holds became renters, according to
Harvard's Joint Center for Housing Studies
— 10 times what would be expected in a
normal economy.

And if government population estimates
hold true, at least 2 million households will
become renters each year through 2020.
That means 400,000 apartments will need to
be built each year to keep up with demand.

"For a lot of reasons, many Americans,
especially young people, don't want to buy a
home anymore," says Dan McCue, research
manager for Harvard's Housing Studies
Center. "That means the renting population
is going to keep growing, and builders are
just starting to catch on."

Builders typically begin construction on
single-family homes six months after getting
a permit. With apartment projects, the lag
time can exceed a year. That helps explain
why the surge of apartment construction is
happening now when rents have been rising
for two years.

Rise in home construction
suggests a turnaround 
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MATTHEW DALY
Associated Press

WASHINGTON The Obama administration is
boosting renewable energy on both coasts,
officials said Tuesday, including projects on
public lands in the West and pushing for off-
shore wind projects in the Atlantic Ocean.

Interior Secretary Ken Salazar said his
department has approved a 300-megawatt
solar farm in Arizona and a 200-megawatt
wind farm in Southern California. The wind
farm includes 186 megawatts that would be
produced on federal lands.

The projects, southwest of Phoenix and
east of San Diego, respectively, are the 24th
and 25th renewable energy projects
approved on public lands in the past two
years, Salazar said, and demonstrate that the
administration's commitment to renewable
energy is paying dividends.

"Together, these projects will produce the
clean energy equivalent of nearly 18 coal-
fired power plants, so what's happening here
is nothing short of a renewable energy revo-
lution," Salazar said.

The Sonoran Solar Energy Project in
Arizona, being developed by Florida-based
NextEra Energy Resources, will generate
enough electricity to power about 90,000
homes. The Tule Wind Project in California,
developed by Iberdrola Renewables, the U.S.
division of a Spanish energy company, will
be able to power about 65,000 homes.

While onshore projects flourish, the
administration's efforts on offshore wind
have struggled. Not a single megawatt of

wind power is produced offshore.
Last year, Salazar approved the Cape

Wind project in Massachusetts after years of
federal review, clearing the way for work to
begin on the nation's first offshore wind
farm.

On Tuesday, Salazar said officials are
moving forward on a massive transmission
project that would carry electricity produced
at offshore wind farms from Virginia to New
Jersey. Internet giant Google and others have
pledged up to $5 billion for a network of
transmission lines for offshore wind farms.

Interior's Bureau of Ocean Energy
Management is soliciting interest from
developers and seeking public comments on
the project, which would involve building
high-voltage transmission lines along the
Atlantic Coast. The line would enable up to
7,000 megawatts of wind turbine capacity to
be delivered to the grid, Salazar said.

The announcement comes a week after
New Jersey-based NRG Energy Inc. said it is
putting on hold a project that would have
created a wind farm off Delaware's coast.

NRG said it is putting the project on hold
because its Bluewater Wind subsidiary has
been unable to find an investment partner.
The proposed wind farm would have put 49
to 150 turbines about 13 miles off the
Delaware coast.

The wind industry suffered another set-
back on Capitol Hill as Congress failed to
extend a production tax credit, and a similar
cash grant program for renewable energy,
that supporters say has boosted the indus-
try's strong growth.

Obama administration pushes
renewable energy on two coasts 
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Tues-Fri: 9-6pm Sat: 8-5pm
Appointments not required.

2918 Santa Monica Blvd. Santa Monica
Call for an appointment 310.315.1098

Look Good This Fall

20% OFF Haircuts
with mention of this ad

Ask for Kim 
NANCY ARMOUR
AP National Writer

With the final seconds ticking down and the Americans
on the verge of their earliest exit ever from the Women's
World Cup, Abby Wambach kept waving her index finger at
her teammates.

One chance, she screamed, all they needed was one
chance.

When it came in the form of a left-footed cross from
Megan Rapinoe, Wambach pounced. With one vicious whip
of her head, she changed the course of this year's World Cup
and sparked a nationwide frenzy rarely seen for women's
sports.

Wambach's clutch performance at this summer's World
Cup made her the clear choice for the 2011 Female Athlete
of the Year, selected by members of The Associated Press.
The U.S. forward received 65 of the 214 votes cast, while
teammate Hope Solo (38) was a distant second and UConn
basketball star Maya Moore (35) was third.

Wambach is the first individual soccer player — man or
woman — to win one of the AP's annual sports awards,
which began in 1931. The U.S. women's team won in 1999,
when their World Cup triumph at the Rose Bowl transfixed
the nation.

"We, as a team, did something that no team since Mia
Hamm was able to do," Wambach told the AP. "Even the
team that won the (Olympic) gold medal in 2008 wasn't able
to inspire and get people excited about women's soccer. It
goes to show you the impact drama can bring."

Wambach's four goals in Germany give her 13 in three
World Cup appearances. That's the most by an American,
topping Michelle Akers by one, and puts her third on the all-
time World Cup scoring list behind Brazil's Marta and
Germany's Birgit Prinz. The 31-year-old ranks third on the
U.S. career scoring list with 125 goals, trailing only Mia
Hamm (158) and Kristine Lilly (130).

"When she's on top of her game," U.S. coach Pia
Sundhage said, "she's one of the best in the world."

Wambach was certainly at her best at the World Cup,
leading the Americans to the final, where they lost to Japan
on penalty kicks.

The U.S. has long been the dominant team in women's
soccer, winning two of the first three World Cups and all but
one of the Olympic gold medals since the sport was added to
the program in 1996. The Americans were so famous they
could go by one name — Mia, Brandi, Foudy — and they got
rock star treatment during the 1999 World Cup, playing to
sold-out crowds in massive stadiums from coast to coast.

Americans grew spoiled by the group's success, however,
and were barely able to muster a yawn when the U.S. won the
Olympic gold medals in 2004 and 2008. Many people in the
States may not have even realized there was a World Cup
going on this summer.

Then came that quarterfinal against Brazil.
Down a player for almost an hour, the Americans were

less than 90 seconds from losing in overtime after squander-
ing an early lead. But in the 122nd minute, Rapinoe lofted a
cross from 30 yards and Wambach rose above the Brazilian
defenders. One of the world's best players in the air, she
scored on a thunderous header, setting off pandemonium in
the stadium that soon spread clear across the Atlantic Ocean.

"It just seemed surreal. Even in the moment, I was feeling
like it was a dream because we were so against the ropes and
everything was pointed to us going down that day,"
Wambach said. "But there was something inside of us that
wasn't going to allow that to happen. We weren't quite ready
to give up."

There are few things Americans like more than winners,
especially those who wear "U-S-A" on their chests. That the
U.S. women were a fierce, gritty bunch who refused to be
beaten only made them more appealing, particularly in a
summer when all the other news — the economy, home
sales, the NFL lockout — was bleak.

By the time the U.S. beat Brazil on penalty kicks —
Wambach and her teammates made all of theirs — folks who
couldn't tell a bicycle kick from a Schwinn were piling on the

SEE AWARD PAGE 16

AWARDS

Wambach handily
wins Female Athlete
of the Year honor
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SURF CONDITIONS WATER TEMP: 61°
SWELL FORECAST
NW swell come ashore, hitting SB/VC early in the day, and finally SD mid to late morning. Size
should run head high at most west facing breaks with pluses at standouts going about 2' overhead.

LONG RANGE SYNOPSIS
NW IS EXPECTED TO BACK OFF A BIT, MORE ALONG THE LINES OF CHEST TO AT TIMES HEAD HIGH FOR WEST FACING BREAKS.  

TIDE FORECAST FOR TODAY IN SANTA MONICA

No Matter Your Age or Fitness Level
I’ll Customize a Program that Works for You

Busy Schedule? No Problem!

323.635.8483 
HarwoodHamilton@gmail.com

www.boxervate.com

Woodie
Hamilton
Personal Trainer

“I’ll work 
with you”

Change 
Your Body,
Change Your Life!
I’ll be your guide. I make it 
affordable and attainable.

NOTICE OF DATE CHANGE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
SANTA MONICA HOUSING AUTHORITY

2012 DRAFT ANNUAL PLAN AND ADMINISTRATIVE PLAN

The City Council/Housing Authority Board of the City of Santa Monica will hold a public

hearing to receive comment and adopt the 2012 Annual Plan and proposed revisions to

the Santa Monica Housing Authority’s Administrative Plan. The Annual Plan outlines the

Housing Authority’s policies, programs, operations, and strategies for meeting local

housing needs and goals. The Administrative Plan establishes oversight policies to oper-

ate the Santa Monica Housing Authority’s (HA) housing rental subsidy programs in a

manner consistent with the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development regula-

tions. The draft Annual Plan and Administrative Plan are now posted for review during

the 45-day public comment period ending January 9, 2012. Copies are available to

view at the Santa Monica Housing Authority Office at 1901 Main Street, 1st Floor, Suite

A, Santa Monica, CA 90405 and on the web:

http://www.smgov.net/Departments/HED/Housing_and_Redevelopment/Housing/Draft_Ad

ministrative_and_Annual_Plan_2012.aspx.

Please send your written comments to the above address, 

Attn: Annual Plan, by January 9, 2012.

The Public Hearing is scheduled for Tuesday, April 10, 2012 COUNCIL DATE CHANGE
At 6:30p.m. in the City Council Chambers 

located at 1685 Main Street, Santa Monica

The Council Chambers are wheelchair accessible. If you have any special disability-relat-

ed needs/accommodations, please contact the Housing Authority at (310) 458-8743.

bandwagon. Celebrities such as Tom Hanks,
Lil Wayne and Super Bowl MVP Aaron
Rodgers were quick to show the Americans
some love, and the women even got facetime
on the Jumbotron at Yankee Stadium.

"People kind of forgot about their woes
and were able to celebrate," Wambach said.

She did her part to keep it going, heading in
a corner kick for the go-ahead goal in the 79th
minute of the semifinal against France.
Wambach also scored in the final, giving the
U.S. a 2-1 lead in the 104th minute of overtime.
But Homare Sawa tied the game in the 117th,
and the Americans lost 3-1 on penalty kicks.

Despite the loss, the Americans were wel-
comed home like champions. They had
inspired the country when it needed it, and
that meant as much as any trophy or title.

Almost six months later, the accolades are
still coming. Wambach was named
Sportswoman of the Year by the Women's
Sports Foundation, and the victory over
Brazil was named the top sports accomplish-
ment of the year in a Marist poll. The
Women's World Cup ranked 10th in the vot-
ing for AP sports story of the year.

"I'm not a person who cares much about
(individual) awards, but I really appreciate

you guys recognizing this team," Wambach
said. "It helps keep this sport alive, and it's
really important."

Wambach takes her role as ambassador
for the game seriously, recognizing that time
in the spotlight is still rare for women's soc-
cer and it must be taken advantage of. She is
as accommodating a star athlete as there is,
happy to sign autographs, pose for pictures
or do interviews. This is how the game is
grown, and that, not the goals or the scoring
records, is what she hopes her legacy will be.

"Hopefully when I'm long gone, this team
is so good that people don't even talk about
(me)," she said. "Truthfully."

Not that Wambach is going anywhere.
The Americans are the defending

Olympic champions, and Wambach and her
teammates are currently training for next
month's regional qualifying tournament.
She hopes to be healthy enough to play at the
2015 World Cup in Canada, and fill that last
gap in a resume as dazzling as anyone who's
ever worn the U.S. uniform.

"I have to say, of all people, I think she is
one of the best role models: interacting with
fans, saying good things about the game,
saying good things about this country, say-
ing good things about her teammates,"
Sundhage said. "I'm very proud of the fact
I've had the chance to coach her for so many
years. It will be a highlight of my career."

AWARD
FROM PAGE 15
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The Meaning of Lila By John Forgetta & L.A. Rose

By Jim DavisGarfield

Strange Brew

Dogs of C-Kennel By Mick and Mason Mastroianni

Go to bed early, Sag
ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★ Your sense of direction and high energy
encourage completion, though you might be
tempted by an offer or a new project. You cannot
cap your enthusiasm for this venture. Know what
works for you. Tonight: Others bend to your ideas.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★★★ Defer to others, and you'll find that you
have less to do and will foster good will. Ask your-
self why you need to be so in control, and try giv-
ing up that role. Focus on your creativity with a
child or project. You will only add to the moment.
Tonight: Your imagination takes the lead.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
★★★ Make an effort to clear out key projects.
Follow through on what is needed, opening up
some free time. Your high energy could be dis-
ruptive with a family member or a personal sit-
uation. Make sure you squeeze in a stress-
buster. Tonight: Happy at home.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★★★ You might want to see a situation
differently or work with it. Your ability to move
a project forward allows flexibility, not only for
you, but also for others. A close friend could be
emotionally fried, adding more of a problem.
Tonight: Let your imagination flow into plans.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★★ Listen to feedback. Nothing replaces
the opinions and thoughts of others. Still, you
might not be ready to absorb everything that is
said. Visit with family, if possible, and stay close
to home. Others seem to just appear. Tonight:
At your place ... wrapping or unwrapping.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★★★ Your unusual drive marks this holi-
day season. A child or loved one wants to par-
ticipate and help organize. The phones ring.
You return calls. You have your hands full with
many people seeking you out, on top of what
you already have to do. Tonight: Smile away.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★ You could be taken aback by your own
unanticipated actions and/or feelings. Some
issues need to be discussed and not shoved
under the carpet, as you can see. Investigate
what is going on around you, but be account-
able for what is happening. Tonight: Treat time.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★★ Continue as planned, but allow for
spontaneity. Your choices will naturally be the
correct ones, if you don't lose sight of your long-
term goals. Others need more of you. Be aware
of your limits and, once more, remember your
priorities. Tonight: Catch up on a friend's news.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★ Listen to the drumbeats, making sure
everything is going fine. Don't push too hard to
achieve certain goals. Slow down and catch
your breath. You don't want to be too exhaust-
ed when the weekend rolls in, do you? Tonight:
Try for an early bedtime.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★★★ Zero in on what you want, when you
want. A meeting -- even a business meeting --
could turn into a fun get-together. Don't limit
yourself by keeping to your schedule. Tonight:
The more people around you, the better.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★★★ Visualize, and you are likely to cre-
ate just that. Others tap into your imagination
for suggestions. Try to slow the pace, as you
are carrying an enormous amount of responsi-
bility. A close friend or loved one will pitch in.
Tonight: Know when to call it a night.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★★★ Some of you might be traveling; oth-
ers have loved ones from a distance coming in.
You are on a hectic pace, one that you cannot
stop -- or so you think. Take the time to relax
and enjoy the moment, even if it means cancel-
ing a plan or two. Tonight: Isn't that better?  

This year you will respond to many different and possibly con-

flicting drives within you. You will want to be wise with money,

yet carefree and a risk-taker. Emotionally you could be secre-

tive, yet at other times you are everyone's best friend, sharing your multifaceted personality. If you are sin-

gle, a love relationship evolves through a friendship, if you are open. If you are attached, the two of you

braid together the many dimensions of your bond. You accept rather than judge each other. SCORPIO can

be loyal but secretive.....

★★★★★Dynamic   
★★★★ Positive 
★★★ Average   

★★ So-So   
★ Difficult

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:HHaappppyy  bbiirrtthhddaayy

By John DeeringSpeed Bump By Dave Coverly

Aero Theatre
1328 Montana Ave.
(310) 260-1528

The best of recent Belgian cinema
Mr. Nobody (NR) 2hr 21min
7:30pm
Belgian beer reception in the lobby. French
subtitles. 

AMC Loews Broadway 4
1441 Third Street Promenade
(888) 262-4386

Alvin and the Chipmunks:
Chipwrecked (G) 1 hr 27 min
11:55am 2:30pm 5:10pm 7:45pm
10:15pm

Arthur Christmas (PG) 1 hr 37 min
10:55am 1:30pm 3:55pm

Sherlock Holmes: A Game of Shadows
(PG-13) 2 hr 8 min
11:45am 2:50pm 6:00pm 9:15pm

The Girl With the Dragon Tattoo (R) 2
hr 40 min
10:50am 2:35pm 6:10pm 9:50pm

The Sitter (R) 1 hr 40 min
6:30pm 8:45pm 10:45pm

AMC 7 Santa Monica 
1310 Third St.

(310) 451-9440

Alvin and the Chipmunks:
Chipwrecked (G) 1hr 27min 
9:50am 11:00am 1:00pm 1:40pm
3:30pm 4:20pm 5:55pm 7:00pm 8:20pm
9:20pm 10:55pm

Sherlock Holmes: A Game of Shadows
(PG-13) 2hrs 08min 
10:00am 11:00am 1:00pm 2:00pm
4:15pm 5:15pm 7:30pm 8:30pm
10:45pm 11:30pm

The Muppets (PG) 1hr 38min 
11:10am, 2:00pm, 5:00pm, 7:45pm,
10:30pm

The Girl With the Dragon Tattoo (R) 2
hr 40 min
9:30am 12:05pm 3:40pm 7:20pm
11:00pm 11:30pm

Mission: Impossible - Ghost Protocol
(PG-13) 2 hr 12 min
9:45am 1:05pm 4:25pm 7:45pm
11:05pm

Laemmle’s Monica Fourplex
1332 Second St.
(310) 478-3836 

Cook County (NR) 1hr 33min
1:00pm  3:20pm  5:40pm  8:00pm
10:15pm  

Call theatre for more information.

AMC Criterion 6 
1313 Third St.
(310) 395-1599

Hugo 3D (PG) 2hrs 07min 
10:40am 1:45pm 4:50pm 8:00pm
11:00pm

New Year’s Eve (PG-13) 1hr 57min 
10:35am 1:20pm 4:05pm 7:00pm
10:00pm 

Young Adult (R) 1hr 34min 
10:30am 1:00pm 3:30pm 6:00pm
8:30pm 11:10pm

Mission: Impossible - Ghost Protocol
(PG-13) 2 hr 12 min
10:30am 1:50pm 5:00pm 8:15pm
11:30pm

The Adventures of Tintin (PG) 1 hr 41
min
10:45am 1:30pm 4:20pm 7:10pm
9:55pm

The Adventures of Tintin 3D (PG) 1 hr
41 min
11:45am 2:30pm 5:20pm 8:10pm
10:55pm 

For more information, e-mail news@smdp.com

MOVIE TIMES

MYSTERY PHOTO Daniel Archuleta  daniela@smdp.com
The first person who can correctly identify where this image was captured wins a prize from the
Santa Monica Daily Press. Send answers to editor@smdp.com. Send your mystery photos to 
editor@smdp.com to be used in future issues. 
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■ Least Competent Plans: (1) L.B.
Williams, a black man married to a
white woman in Panama City, Fla.,
reported that the Ku Klux Klan had
burned a cross in his driveway in
November and left a threatening
note. However, the note did not
demand that the couple move
from the neighborhood; it
demanded that they stay. Since
the Klan is not known for support-
ing mixed-race couples, the police
were suspicious and ultimately
charged Williams with making the
threats himself -- to frighten his
wife into abandoning the divorce
she had recently requested. (2)
Paul Moran, possessing (according
to his lawyer) “considerable intel-
lectual ability,” nonetheless
attempted a procedure to turn his
own feces into gold (and was sen-
tenced in October to three months
in jail in Enniskillen, Northern
Ireland, after accidentally setting
his apartment on fire in the
process). 
■ Cry for Help: Math teacher Paul
LaDuke, 75, was fired in November
from the Schaumburg (Ill.)
Christian School after a student
reported seeing him brazenly
masturbate, with his pants low-
ered, as he sat behind his desk in
a full classroom. LaDuke had been
at the school for 26 years, and
police believe (according to a
Chicago Tribune report) he had
“committed similar acts at the
school several times a year for a
decade or longer.” 

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

lluucceenntt
\\  LLOOOO--ssuuhhnntt  \\    ,,  aaddjjeeccttiivvee;;
1. Shining.
2. Translucent; clear.

WORD UP!

Sudoku
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column, and 3x3 block. Use logic
and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from ★ (easiest) to ★★★★★ (hardest).

King Features Syndicate

20  24  27  45  51
Meganumber: 31
Jackpot: $152M

17  23  29  37  46
Meganumber: 17
Jackpot: $17M

1  16  20  22  28

MIDDAY: 6 5 5
EVENING: 2 6 5

1st: 07 Eureka
2nd: 05 California Classic
3rd: 06 Whirl Win
RACE TIME: 1:44.57

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number
information, mistakes can occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California
State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game
information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery
retailers. Visit the California State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

DAILY LOTTERY

– Arithmo Crossmath – 
Reclaim Your Brain

• Insert the given numbers in
the empty squares so when
they are calculated in threes
from left to right and top to 
bottom they satisfy the
demands in the shaded boxes
both horizontally and vertically.

• Each empty square dictates the
math operation that must be 
performed to meet the demands.

• Remember to multiply or divide
before you add or subtract.

Go to www.zokigames.net for
more fun and challenging
games and links to our 

mobile phone apps.

TM

GETTING STARTED
There are many strategies to solving
Sudoku. One way to begin is to
examine each 3x3 grid and figure
out which numbers are missing.
Then, based on the other numbers in
the row and column of each blank
cell, find which of the missing num-
bers will work. Eliminating numbers
will eventually lead you to the
answer.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

1988 A bomb explodes on
board Pan Am flight

103 over Lockerbie, Dumfries and
Galloway, Scotland, killing 270.

1992 A Dutch DC-10, flight
Martinair MP 495,

crashes at Faro Airport, killing 56
people.

1994Mexican volcano
Popocatepetl, dormant

for 47 years, erupts gases and ash.

1995The city of Bethlehem
passes from Israeli to

Palestinian control.

1999The Spanish Civil Guard
intercepts a van

loaded with 950 kg of explosives
that ETA intended to use to blow
up Torre Picasso in Madrid.

TODAY IN HISTORY
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $5.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 3:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:30 p.m. PAYMENT: All pri-
vate party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press,
P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406. OTHER RATES: For information about the professional services directory or classified display
ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm     LOCATION 1640 5th Street, Suite 218, Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310)458-7737
CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!

There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.
Prepay your ad today!

Classifieds
$550 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!

Beauty
HAIRSTYLIST AND MANICURE station for 
rent Santa Monica (310) 449-1923

Miscellaneous
ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from Home. 
*Medical, *Business, *Criminal Justice. 
Job placement assistance. Computer 
available. Financial Aid if qualified. Call 
800-494-3586 www.CenturaOnline.com

CASH FOR CARS,   Any Make or Model! 
Free Towing.   Sell it TODAY. Instant of-
fer: 1-800-864-5784  

WORK ON JET ENGINES - Train for hands 
on Aviation Career. FAA approved pro-
gram. Financial aid if qualified - Job 
placement assistance.  Call AIM 
(866)453-6204 or visit www.fixjets.com

Employment
COMMISSION SALES rep needed part 
time with internet marketing experi-
ence. Submit resume to 
bsberkowitz@aol.com

Out of High School? 18-24 guys and 
girls needed. Travel all across America. 
Paid training, travel and lodging.
877-646.5050

PROCESS Mail! Pay Weekly! FREE Sup-
plies! Bonuses! Genuine! Helping 
Homeworkers since 1992!     Call 
1-888-302-1522 www.howtowork-from-
home.com  

Help Wanted
PHONE ACTRESSES FROM HOME   Best 
Pay-Outs, Busy System   Weekends a 
Must!   Land Line/Good Voice 
1-800-403-7772   lipservice.net  

Adoption
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION? 
You choose from families nationwide. 
LIVING EXPENSES PAID.  Abby's One 
True Gift Adoptions.  866-413-6292, 
24/7 Void/Illinois  

Internet
Hosting as low as $1.99/Month. Deeps-
dog.net If you want free hosting for a 
year email sales@deepsdog.net

Thrift Shop
Acti-Kare is accepting applications for 
in-home caregivers apply on line at ac-
tikarewestlosangeles.com or call 
310-997-3131.

Wanted
WANTED DIABETES TEST STRIPS Any 
kind/brand. Unexpired up to $22.00. 
Shipping Paid Hablamos espanol 
1-800-266-0702 www.selldiabet-
icstrips.com

Wants to purchase minerals and other 
oil and gas interests. Send details to 
P.O. Box 13557 Denver, Co. 80201

YEARBOOKS "Up to $15 paid for high 
school yearbooks1900-1988. year-
bookusa@yahoo.com or 
972-768-1338."

For Rent

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310)869-7901

721 Pacific #1. 2 Bd + 1 Bth in one 
level building. Hardwood floors and 

patio. $1850 per month.

1214 Idaho Ave. #1. 2Bd + 1Bth. 
Lower unit w/ patio. Pets ok. $2095

11300 Gladwin #3. Top floor studio w/ 
full kitchen & full bath. Hdwd floors, 

parking, laundry. $1295

1623 Bundy Drive, 2Bd + 1Bth. Hdwd 
floors, pets ok, laundry, parking. 

$1695.

. 2110 Bentley Ave. #206. Upper 2Bd 
+ 2 full bath with balcony. Tandem 
gated parking. West-LA. $1895 per 

month.

WE HAVE MORE VACANCIES ON THE 
WESTSIDE. PETS WELCOME

www.howardmanagement.com
rentals@howardmanagement.com

LIVE FREE FROM
DISCRIMINATION

FEDERAL AND STATE FAIR HOUSING LAWS
MAKE IT ILLEGAL TO INDICATE ANY PREF-
ERENCE, LIMITATION, OR DISCRIMINATION
BECAUSE OF RACE, COLOR, RELIGION,
SEX, SEXUAL ORIENTATION, MARITAL STA-
TUS, NATIONAL ORIGIN, ANCESTRY, FAMIL-
IAL STATUS, SOURCE OF INCOME, OR PYS-
ICAL OR MENTAL DISABILITY. CALIFORNIA
DEPT. FAIR EMPLOYMENT & HOUSING

800-884-1684

MV/MDR adj. Large Studio Upper, near 
Centinela/90 Freeway. Full kitchen with 
stove and fridge, large, balcony, car-
pets, laundry, parking. $925/mo. 
(310)828-4481 or (310)993-0414 after 
6p.m.

PALMS: NEWER BLDG.
ASK ABOUT MOVE IN SPECIALS

1 bedrooms $1,195+, 2bedroom, 2 
bath, $1,595.

Gated sub-T prkg and entry, tile floors, 
granite,2 elevators, a/c. 

3848 Overland, (310)839-3647

WEST L.A. OCEAN VIEW 
1 Bedroom on hilltop, private driveway, 
private backyard
$1,345.00
(310) 390-4610

WLA Spacious 2 bedroom, 1.5 bath, up-
per apt, near SM. Blvd/Bundy. Large 
bedrooms & baths, stove, fridge, D/W, 
fireplace, laundry, parking, smaller 
quiet building, $1725/mo  Free month 
w/ years lease. Info (310) 828-4481

WLA, OCEAN VIEW. Hilltop/upper 2bed-
room. Private driveway, sundeck, 
2pking $1,845 (310).390.4610

Real Estate
***FREE Foreclosure Listings*** OVER 
400,000 properties nationwide. Low 
down payment. Call now 800-250-2043.

Automotive
WANTED JAPANESE MOTORCYCLES KA-
WASAKI 1970-1980    Z1-900, KZ900, 
KZ 1000, H2-750, H1-500, S1-250, 
S2-250, S2-350,    S3-400 CASH. 
1-800-772-1142, 1-310-721-0726 
usa@classicrunners.com  

Autos Wanted
TOP CASH FOR CARS,   Any Car/Truck, 
Running or Not. Call for INSTANT offer: 
1-800-454-6951  

Bookkeeping Services
QUICKBOOKS BOOKKEEPING SERVICE

Call 310 977-7935

Services
"Got Plastics?"

Formerly Hastings Plastics
Now

www.santamonicaplastics.com
New Site - 2834 Colorado Ave

(Behind Viesso Furniture)
(310) 403-2849

Handyman

The Handy Hatts
Painting and Decorating Co.

SINCE 1967
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

SPECIALISTS IN ALL 
DAMAGE REPAIR

“EXPERT IN GREEN CONCEPTS”

Free estimates, great referrals

Call Brian @
(310) 927-5120
(310) 915-7907

FULL SERVICE HANDYMAN
FROM A TO Z

L
IC

#
 8

8
8
7
3
6

ELECTRICAL & Kitchen/Bath Remodel-
ing, Additions, Carpentry, Tiles, Decks, 
Plumbing.,Stairs,Plans.Lic#612380. 
310-770-3022

Financial
AVOID BANKRUPTCY!  Settle debts for 
less.  Call if more than $15,000 of 
credit card debt.  (800) 699-9740

Health/Beauty
TAKE VIAGRA? SAVE $500! 100mg,/Cia-
lis 20mg. 40+4 FREE, PILLS .   Only 
$99.00 Discreet. .1-888-797-9024

Fitness
TAI CHI CLASSES
IN BRENTWOOD

Starting Monday, Jan. 9
Pat Akers, Teacher

At SMC’s Emeritus College
310.339.7463

P.Akers@gmail.com

Counseling
Compassionate Counseling 

Get to the Heart of the Matter, Make Life 
Changes

Laurie Levine MFT(lic. 23031)
(310) 963-0524

Massage

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Experience 
Tranquility & Freedom from Stress 
through Nurturing & Caring touch in 
a total healing environment. Lynda, 
LMT: 310-749-0621

ADVERTISE! CALL US (310) 458-7737

ADVERTISE! CALL US (310) 458-7737

ADVERTISE! CALL US (310) 458-7737

ZORAN CONSTRUCTION
Santa Monica based general contractor

provides the highest quality work 
at the lowest price. 

We specialize in bathroom and kitchen
remodels, and all types of flooring. 

A family owned and operated business
for over 25 years, we take pride in the job

we do and have many local references. 

Call us today for all of your 
remodel projects. There's always 

free in-home estimates and 
never any upfront costs.

310-774-1500
www.zoranconstruction.com

Construction
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