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A spinning Christmas

Andrew H. Fixmer/Daily Press
DJ Bob Nice spins his tunes for Christmas shoppers at the Armani
Exchange store on the Third Street Promenade Friday night.

Next step could be
U.S. Supreme Court
BY ANDREW H. FIXMER
Daily Press Staff Writer

If Santa Monica wants to
ban ATM fees, it’s going to
have to convince the U.S.
Supreme Court.

A three judge panel in the
9th U.S. Circuit Court of
Federal Appeals in San
Francisco ruled Friday that
the case against Santa
Monica’s ban on ATM fees is
airtight and not worth hearing
again.

“The full court has been
advised of the petition for
rehearing ... and no active
judge has requested a vote on
whether to re-hear the mat-
ter,” wrote Judge Joseph T.
Sneed in the court’s opinion.

Santa Monica attorneys
had asked for their case to be
heard before a panel of 11
federal judges in hopes the
larger panel would overturn a
previous federal appeals
court decision.

However, the same three
judges who overturned ATM
laws in Santa Monica and
San Francisco in October

also turned down the city’s
request for the new hearing.

The court of appeals, in
upholding an earlier judge’s
ruling, said only the federal
government, not city councils
or local voters, may create
such ATM fee regulations.

Federal banking regula-
tions adopted by Congress
allow banks to charge fees for
ATM usage, the court said in
its opinion. That being the
case, the Santa Monica City
Council and San Francisco
voters had no authority to
approve identical laws in
1999 banning banks from
charging ATM fees to cus-
tomers who are not members
of that bank.

“We find that the ordi-
nances are pre-empted by
federal law and regulations

and thus invalid,” Sneed
wrote.

No one from the Santa
Monica City Attorney’s
Office was available for com-
ment Friday.

The court’s decision
leaves the city with the U.S.
Supreme Court as the last
place to take its case. It’s
unclear yet, after spending
thousands of dollars on attor-
neys’ fees, whether the city
will take the case to the top.

Santa Monica was the first
city in California to take on
the banking industry by ban-
ning what officials — and
many consumers — regard as
a “double charge.”

City Councilman Kevin
McKeown brought the issue
to the forefront in October

Court denies city appeal
on banning ATM fees

By Daily Press staff

Awoman who was captured
by police at a Santa Monica
hotel this week after she
allegedly kidnapped a child she
was baby-sitting has been
charged with child stealing.

Rochelle Garrett, 29, who
is homeless and on felony
probation for child stealing
from a previous incident,
allegedly agreed to take care
of a 2-year-old girl on Sunday
but failed to return the child
at an agreed upon location
near Skid Row in downtown
Los Angeles.

She was found three days

later by Los Angeles police
and Santa Monica police at
the Holiday Motel on 11th
and Pico Boulevard with 2-
year-old Shanyia Payton.
Police were tipped off by a
citizen who saw a news
report about the kidnapping
and had seen Garrett in Santa
Monica. Garrett was sup-
posed to return Payton to her
mother at the corner of Sixth
and San Pedro streets on
Sunday at about 3:30 p.m.
When she didn’t show up, the
mother, who also is homeless,
called police.

Garrett was scheduled to be

arraigned Friday in Los
Angeles Superior Court on
one count of felony child
stealing. Her friend, Lawrence
Williams Jr., 27, is charged in
the same case with one count
of felony child stealing with
the allegation that he has two
prior convictions. Both are
being held in lieu of $500,000
bail each.

Payton was found un-
harmed and returned to her
mother, authorities said.

Garrett is on probation
after pleading no contest last
year to a similar charge of
child stealing.

Woman captured in local hotel
charged with child stealing

BY BRENT HOPKINS
Daily News of Los Angeles

LOS ANGELES — Borrowing
to the limit on a credit card, Mary
DeMartinis and Laura Ellis turned an
odd idea — mass-produced sushi —
into a $20 million-a-year business.

And that’s before they cut a deal in
recent weeks to supply nearly 700 7-
Eleven stores with California rolls, to
go with all the hot dogs and Big Gulps.

Their sushi is already familiar to
many who shop at Costco and Trader
Joe’s stores (among many others)
across the country, and the two hope to
snare a larger national presence soon.

“In the beginning, no one would
talk to us,” Ellis said. “We were two
women trying to make a very tradi-
tional food. We couldn’t even speak
to people at the companies to get our
supplies.”

After leaving the studio catering
business in 1996, the partners started
off making rolls by hand in space
borrowed from DeMartinis’ broth-
er’s bakery.

To finance the operation, they
maxed out Ellis’ credit cards and
gambled that the investment would
pay off.

Conscious of their status as
women running in traditionally male
circles, they dubbed the fledgling
venture Okami, which DeMartinis
translates from Japanese as “women
in charge.”

In time, they learned ways to pro-
cure their supplies and found a sym-
pathetic manufacturer willing to sup-
ply them with a production line.

Rolling along, they switched from
the hand-prepared method that killed

Get Sushi with a Big Gulp

“The full court has been advised of
the petition for rehearing ... and no

active judge has requested a vote on
whether to re-hear the matter.”

— JOSEPH T. SNEED
9th U.S. Circuit Court judge

See FEES, page 5

See SUSHI, page 6



ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★ Plans might have you a bit confused.
Clearly you do need to meet some responsibili-
ties. Give up feeling pressured. Whether it is a
holiday gathering or a must visit with someone
who can be trying, you aren’t getting out of it!
Tonight: Head home as early as you can.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★★★ Keep communication flowing, even if
you might have the impulse to slam the door.
Ultimately, your openness to different ideas will
help you make all the difference. Others appreci-
ate your calmness. Little do they know! Tonight:
Spread Christmas cheer.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★ You might feel pulled in different direc-
tions, trying to deal with some last-minute
expenses. You might not be comfortable with
what you have to do, but ultimately, having oth-
ers feel cared about could be more important.
Tonight: Express your generosity.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★★★ Others turn to you for answers and
meaningful responses. You might not like every-
thing you hear, but on the other hand, you find it
important to remain responsible and open. Your
popularity peaks in the next few weeks. Tonight:
Where you want to be.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★ Step back and allow others to share more
of themselves. Sometimes the strength of your
personality can be quite intimidating. You also
seem to do certain things better than many. Learn
to play the role of follower. Tonight: Be discreet.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★★★ Understand more of what others want
from you. When a child or loved one complains,
he or she lets you know much more about his or
her desires. You have a rare opportunity to grace
this person with unusual happiness. Tonight: Let
love filter through the evening.

HOROSCOPE

JACQUELINE BIGAR'S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you'll have: 

★★★★★ -Dynamic  ★★★★ -Positive  ★★★ -Average  
★★ -So-so  ★ -Difficult

Be discreet tonight, Leo

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★ What you are experiencing might be the
result of having pushed others way too hard. You
could be miffed, but if you really are honest with
yourself, you’ll gain another perspective. Don’t
kid yourself about what you’re seeing. Tonight:
You might not have much choice.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★★ News might force a readjustment of
plans. Yet with your happy ways and dynamic
energy, you’ll find it more than easy to integrate
everyone’s needs. Consider someone at a dis-
tance. You might need to make an extra effort for
this person. Tonight: Let your imagination lead
the celebration.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★★ Try another approach with a loved one
or an associate who seems bent on confusion.
Show your strong ability to think through prob-
lems. Give more careful consideration to your
options that surround an important relationship.
Tonight: Say “yes.”

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★★ Others might test your ideas, but you will
prevail without a problem. Be sensitive to others
and what they are trying to do. Air out ideas, lead-
ing others to your conclusion. Knowing how to
move a touchy topic can and will make a differ-
ence. Tonight: Just don’t be alone.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★ Dig into a project and express the zest
and energy your sign is known for. Put anxiety on
the back burner, allowing yourself to let go of a
problem. Tension dissipates as a result of your
new focus. Indulge a child or associate. Tonight:
Where the fun is.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★★★ Others need your feedback but might
push you in a way you don’t like. Ask a friend a
question if you need an answer. Avoid making a
guess right now. Allow yourself to express your
loving and caring side. Tonight: Enjoy the spe-
cialness of the night.
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“Wit is educated insolence.”
— Aristotle (384-322 B.C.)

QUOTE of the DAY
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New northwest swell is due today. We should see good sized
surf as it builds this afternoon, peaking in the evening.

Today’s size will hold in the shoulder- to head-high range at
exposed breaks. Sunday things are expected to mellow slightly
as swell should begin to decline.

Full moon was Thursday so tides are fairly extreme. Low
tides are dropping to negative while highs hit over six feet.

Regardless, the waves are good enough that even the coun-
ty’s 72 hour rain advisory can’t keep surfers out of the water.

Up to date beach ratings are not currently available, but
you can be sure the water is far from clean. So ask yourself if
it’s worth it, are great waves worth risking some moderate skin
irritation?

Today’s 
Tides:

Low- 3:01 a.m. 2.50’
High- 9:17 a.m. 6.08’
Low- 4:50 p.m. -0.74’
High- 11:34 p.m. 3.52’

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

Information compiled by Jesse Haley
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Today’s Special: Store Hours:

By Daily Press staff

Santa Monica police responded to the 1600 block of Fourth Street around 1:20 a.m.
regarding a traffic accident involving a vehicle and a pedestrian Friday.

A preliminary investigation revealed that the pedestrian, a male African American,
was crossing eastbound in a crosswalk that was posted “No Pedestrian Crossing.” A
vehicle, traveling southbound on Fourth Street, struck the pedestrian in the crosswalk.
The pedestrian was transported to a local hospital for treatment of his injuries. He was
listed in critical condition.

The driver of the vehicle was arrested at the scene for investigation of felony driv-
ing under the influence of an alcoholic beverage. He is identified as William Edgar
Walk, IV,  a male Caucasian, 22, a resident of Hermosa Beach. He was booked at the
Santa Monica Jail and his bail has been set at $50,000.

The investigation is on going to determine the exact cause of the accident. Anyone
with information is encouraged to contact the Santa Monica Police Department at (310)
458-8993.

By The Associated Press

TORRANCE — A jury on Friday
acquitted a Manhattan Beach police offi-
cer of charges of assault and filing a false
report stemming from the alleged beating
of a suspect with a flashlight.

Eric Eccles, 27, was cleared of the
felony charges after a jury deliberated for
less than two days.

Eccles was indicted by the Los Angeles
County grand jury in May — six months
after the arrest of 20-year-old Daniel
Wayne Chance.

Prosecutors told jurors the policeman
was a “bully with a badge” who used a
flashlight to club a suspect who wasn’t

resisting arrest.
But defense attorney Bill Seki told the

Superior Court panel that Eccles chased
down and subdued Chance in a manner
that should make the community proud.

Seki, who said Chance struggled when
confronted by Eccles, told jurors the offi-
cer who reported Eccles was trying to
cover up his own wrongdoing.

Eccles has been on paid administrative
leave from duty.

The incident followed a chase that
began when Chance ran from the front
passenger seat of his friend’s car. Eccles
and another officer had pulled the vehicle
over for speeding.

BY NADA EL SAWY
Associated Press Writer

LOS ANGELES — A high-tech pro-
gram that links the efforts of local, state
and federal crime-fighting agencies in
tracking criminal aliens was launched this
week in Los Angeles County.

Authorities said the High Intensity
Criminal Alien Apprehension and
Prosecution program is the product of
more than 10 years of research on the
problem of illegal immigrants who
repeatedly commit crimes.

One study estimated that 17 percent of
Los Angeles County’s 20,000 inmates in
1997 were deportable aliens. Within a
year of their release from custody, 45 per-
cent would be re-arrested an average of
1.8 times, according to the study.

“Illegal immigrants committing crimes

likely cause more harm and more damage
than one singular terrorist attack,” said
county Sheriff Lee Baca.

About 18 percent of criminal aliens are
also gang members, Baca said.

HICAAP is funded through a $2.3 mil-
lion grant from the U.S. Department of
Justice.

Using links to the statewide and feder-
al Automated Fingerprint Identification
System databases, local officials are able
to identify criminal aliens at the time of
arrest. The project also allows the U.S.
Immigration and Naturalization Service
to place an automatic hold on those posi-
tively identified, officials said.

“HICAAP will assist the INS in identi-
fying serious criminal offenders ... who
have caused or who have the potential to
cause a great amount of harm,” said U.S.
Attorney Debra Yang.

Officer acquitted of assault

County implements program
targeting criminal aliens

Driver hits pedestrian,
arrested for drunk driving

We Print on 100% recycled paper!
Santa Monica Daily Press

So if you recycle your paper,
chances are you’re reading it again.

Location Saturday Sunday Water Quality
County Line 4-6’/Fair 3-5’/Fair N/A
Zuma 5-7’/Fair 3-5’/Fair N/A
Surfrider 2-3’/Fair 2-3’/Fair N/A
Topanga 4-5’/Fair 3-4’/Fair N/A
Breakwater 5-7’/Fair 4-6’/Fair N/A
El Porto 5-7’/Fair 4-6’/Fair N/A
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EXTRA!! EXTRA!!
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Readers and customers can now find the Daily Press in 
permanent newsstands at these locations:

• 17th Street and Montana Avenue

• 14th Street and Montana Avenue

• Montana Avenue, between 14th-15th Streets

• 7th Street and Montana Avenue

• 3rd Street and Wilshire Boulevard

• Ocean Avenue and Wilshire Boulevard

• Wilshire Boulevard, between 22nd-23rd Streets

• 14th and Santa Monica Boulevard

• Wilshire Boulevard and Lincoln Boulevard

• Colorado Boulevard and 3rd Street

• Santa Monica Courthouse

• Arizona Avenue and Second Street

• Arizona Avenue and Fifth Street

• Three newsstands at the intersection of Arizona Avenue and Fourth Street

• Broadway and Lincoln Boulevard

• Broadway and 10th Street

• Colorado Avenue and Second Street

• Santa Monica Boulevard and Lincoln Boulevard

• Lincoln Boulevard and Broadway Avenue

• Lincoln Boulevard and Pico Boulevard

• Lincoln Boulevard and Strand 

• Two newsstands at the intersection of Lincoln Boulevard and Raymond 

• Main Street and Kinney 

• Main Street and Strand 

• Main Street and Ocean Park

• Main Street and Ashland

• Montana Avenue and Lincoln Boulevard 

• Montana Avenue and Euclid Street

• Montana Avenue and 16th Street

WW aa tt cc hh   ff oo rr   ff uu tt uu rr ee   nn ee ww ss ss tt aa nn dd ss   aa tt   aa   ll oo cc aa tt ii oo nn   nn ee aa rr   yy oo uu !!

“Lose Weight,” “Make a Fortune In
Your Own Home,” “Buy A Car For
$100” and “Spy On People Online” are
just some examples of the kind of junk e-
mail, or “spam,” that we get every day.
Then, of course, there is all the porn
spam. I hate spam, and you probably hate
it, too. The good news is, I think I know
who could stop it. The bad news is, I
doubt that they will.

I don’t get how the spammers find out
our names and e-mail addresses. I under-
stand that if, for example, I buy a book
about boxing, I might get e-mails about
other boxing books or maybe even an ad
for a punching bag. But I have never
gone to a Web site, hoping to see pictures
of women who like to date farm animals.
I don’t like red meat, but I got one that
said, “Buy 4 Steaks And Get 2 More For
Only 1 Cent.” I’m very happy with my
reading ability, but I was just offered a
bargain price on “Hooked On Phonics.”

I guess sometimes the computers who
peek at our computers get excited when
they see things similar to products

they’re trying to foist on us. I know of an
80-year-old woman who ordered tickets
online to the play “The Puppetry of the
Penis.”  Ever since then, she’s been
receiving Viagra ads as well as ads for
products guaranteed to enlarge her penis.
I don’t know if this kind of mistake hap-
pens often, but I’m certainly not going
online to order tickets
to “The Vagina
Monologues.” 

The annoyance fac-
tor of spam doesn’t
bother me as much as
the incorrect profile of
me that the spammers
evidently have. I don’t want to be thought
of as someone who has fallen behind in
my credit card payments because I have a
mortgage at a bad rate that I got because
I never got a degree online because I was
too busy arranging my collection of angel
figurines from Texas or daydreaming
about how I might “attract men or
women fast.”   

Who can stop all this? The big com-

puter guys like Microsoft and Yahoo and
the others. These people are smart
enough to invent a way for us to commu-
nicate with anyone in the world instanta-
neously at almost no cost. They make
computers that can talk better than some
of our friends and can listen better than
most of our relatives. They figured out

how we can take a
photo of Uncle Bert and
give him a full head of
hair and a smaller
waistline. Does anyone
honestly think that they
aren’t smart enough to
do away with spam?

But why would they want to?  These
companies and their clients want to keep
looking at our computers and sending us
spam. And they’ll keep sending it unless
somebody stops them.

The only one who can probably stop
them is the government. Laws need to be
passed and enforced that ensure our pri-
vacy. But like the computer guys, the
government doesn’t want to increase our

privacy. U.S. Attorney General John
Ashcroft and those who agree with him
feel that being able to peek at our com-
puters is necessary for the security of the
country. I’ve never met Mr. Ashcroft, but
I know what the people from his home
state of Missouri think of him and his
ideas. The last time he ran for office
there, he lost to a dead guy.

So, unless we all complain louder and
louder, spam will keep coming to us. And
it will probably increase in number and
vulgarity. Although it’s hard for me to
believe that it could get any more
obscene than one I got last week. This
vile spam was actually from someone
who didn’t like my last column.

Lloyd Garver has written for many tel-
evision shows, ranging from “Sesame
Street” to “Family Ties” to “Frasier.” He
has also read many books, some of them
in hardcover.  He writes the “Modern
Times” column for CBSnews.com’s
Opinion page and can be reached at
smdp@lloydgarvermoderntimes.com

Modern times: Lose weight and get rich with ‘spam’

Guest 
Commentary

By Lloyd Garver

Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to
the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given
to those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices
located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.

YOUR OPINION MATTERS!
Send your letters to Santa Monica Daily Press Attn. Editor: 

1427 Third Street Promenade Suite 202 Santa Monica • 90401 • sack@smdp.com
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1999 after he realized he was charged
twice when using ATM machines in San
Francisco’s Chinatown. It irked him
enough to bring the issue to the council,
where the ban passed 4-3. The council
indicated that banks who allowed cus-
tomers to be charged twice were ripping
them off.

City officials and consumer advocates
explain it this way: Customers who use an
ATM machine at a bank other than their
own pay not only a $1.50 fee, but $2 more
tacked on by their own bank. Then there’s
a third fee that is rarely discussed publicly
called an “interchange fee.” That’s a fee
customers don’t see because the banks
privately charge each other for their cus-
tomer’s withdrawals.

Adam Radinsky, a Santa Monica
deputy city attorney, said federal banking
regulations do allow local governments or
city voters to adopt such rules. He said
Arkansas, Mississippi and Wyoming have
rules limiting the amount of ATM fees
banks may charge.

He also argued that California con-
sumer protection laws allow such ordi-
nances.

“The ATM surcharge is an outrageous
and duplicative fee that is unfair to con-
sumers,” Radinsky previously told the
Daily Press. “We’re disappointed with the
court’s decision because it appears the
court failed to address the opinions of
cases in other cities.”

The decision upholds U.S. Circuit Judge
Vaughn Walker, the San Francisco federal
judge who blocked the ordinances from
being enforced at the request of Bank of
America, Wells Fargo Bank and others. In
July 2000, Walker ruled that any local ordi-

nances restricting automated teller machine
surcharges violate both the National
Banking Act and the Home Owners Loan
Act, which govern nationally chartered
banks and federal savings banks.

In essence, Walker said those congres-
sional acts precluded local entities from
enacting such legislation, a decision the
appeals court affirmed Friday.

But Radinsky has argued that Walker’s
interpretation of the law is wrong. The
National Banking Act actually leaves
open cities’ ability to regulate bank fees,
he contends.

“The United States Congress has
repeatedly spoke on this issue and empha-
sizes the right for cities to pass consumer
protection laws like this,” Radinsky told
the Daily Press in January. “The district
court got it wrong, and we are confident
that the law is on our side.”

The law doesn’t challenge fees a bank
charges its own customers to use a different
bank’s ATM. Those fees range around $2.

Banks in Santa Monica were forced to
drop the extra fees for a couple of weeks
directly after the ban went into effect in
1999. Later, Wells Fargo and Bank of
America — the state’s two largest banks
— filed the suit in San Francisco.

The original hearing convinced a judge
to make the banks put ATM fees collected
into escrow for possible return to cus-
tomers. As a result, banks were ordered to
put all the fees into that escrow account
until the issue is decided in court. That
account has grown to well over $1 million.

Banks say they need the surcharges to
expand their ATM networks. Consumer
organizations that back the bans say the
fees merely pad bank profits.

Money from ATM fees held
in escrow until court decides
FEES, from page 1

BY SARA VAN DYCK
Special to the Daily Press

The first step in updating the city’s
libraries is now complete. Montana
Branch, renovated and with the addition of
a community room, has just re-opened,
and Fairview Branch will re-open in
January. “The renovation has made it
much more attractive and light-filled,”
according to Montana librarian Janet
Hunt, adding that it is more welcoming to
children.

Many of the new features at Montana
have been provided through the sale of
pavers sponsored by the Friends of the
Library, which has raised over $100,000.
Contributors will see their engraved, per-
sonalized pavers set in the front walkway in
a few months. The pavers for the front patio
at Montana are completely sold, according
to Friends board vice-chair Sherrill
Kushner, although opportunities remain for
the back patio. Residents who use the
Fairview Branch will soon have a similar
opportunity to purchase pavers. Funds in
both cases are used to purchase furnishings,
books, CDs, DVDs and other materials and
equipment for the specific branch. 

Although Main Library is scheduled to
close early in 2003, the branches and con-
venient sites throughout the city will offer
activities for all ages. Children’s pro-

grams will continue at the branches, and
Ken Edwards Center will host the popular
“Tuesdays with Books,” starting on Jan. 7
at 1:30 p.m. Youth services is currently
accepting applications for a new program
that invites high school students who live
or attend school in Santa Monica to join a
professional Web designer in creating a
Web site by and for local teenagers. For
details call librarian Catherine Ronan,
(310) 458-8976.

In another opportunity for teens who
live or attend school in Santa Monica, the
library board is sponsoring a citywide
photography contest. Guidelines can be
found at all branches of the library, or
visit www. smplteens.org.

Planning for the “Citywide Reads”
event during the spring continues as the
library is calling for book discussion
group leaders. The library will conduct
training sessions for volunteers willing to
lead discussions of the selected novel
“Balzac and the Little Chinese
Seamstress” by Dai Sijie. This highly-
praised novel, set in China during the
Cultural Revolution, centers on two
teenage boys who discover a hidden stash
of banned books.

For information on any of the above
programs or on Friends’ membership, visit
the library Web site, www. smpl.org, or call
library administration at (310) 458-8600.

Libraries are on the move:
renovations are progressing
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profits to a specially built conveyor belt.
To avoid production hassles and ensure

longer shelf life, they opted for only fully
cooked sushi. While raw sushi’s freshness
is measured in minutes, their variety can
last up to five days.

They concede that their surimi crab-pol-
lock cooked and shaped to resemble shell-
fish pales in comparison with a sushi bar’s.
But then they note that the $2.99 price tag
for six rolls is more than competitive.

Ellis and DeMartinis found a niche
market in convenience stores in Northern
California that helped them win contracts
with Trader Joe’s and Costco, eventually
landing their products in hundreds of
stores nationwide.

Last year, the rolls brought in $20 mil-
lion in revenue, a figure they expect to
grow substantially with added distribution
and more sales contracts.

The 7-Eleven deal could prove to be
their biggest catch yet. This month
Okami’s products got a major boost as the
firm began distributing daily to 692 7-
Elevens throughout Southern California,
part of the convenience-store chain’s
attempt to go upscale.

That’s another kink in the company’s
strange six-year history — the king of
convenience was long the haven for late-
night revelers on the hunt for greasy
nachos or harried workers grabbing hot
dogs on the run.

DeMartinis, an avowed sushi lover,
didn’t think her own products would fit in.

“At first, we thought, ‘Oh, my God, this
will never sell in 7-Eleven,”’ she said with
a bemused smile. “It’s too gourmet; it’ll
never work. ... But it’s really taken off.”

The low-price point integrates well
with 7-Eleven’s traditional fare, as does
its slim packaging.

Des Hague, the convenience chain’s
vice president of fresh food, agrees that a
premium product like sushi doesn’t jell
well with the store’s old image, but he
thinks it will synchronize nicely with its
attempts to add more produce, fresh sand-
wiches and baked goods.

“We want to offer something unique and
different for the consumer,” he said. “We
don’t want to be a 14-day-old sandwich and

the same tired hot dogs on a grill.”
While those treats have been strong

sellers for most of the chain’s 75-year his-
tory, food expert Phil Lempert said it
needs the change.

By adding products like Okami’s, he
said, 7-Eleven can attract an upscale, pro-
fessional clientele to complement its
junk-food audience.

“Sushi has become more universal,”
said Lempert, editor in chief of
Supermarketguru.com. “It’s spread to
more demographics than you’d think.
People want taste, and they want quality.
Since this isn’t heavy, it’s a good, quick
pickup for someone who’s working. Eating
a few of those hot dogs with chili won’t
give you a very productive afternoon.”

Early this month, the mention of soy
sauce and the thought of wasabi got the
Okami partners licking their lips and
debating whether to go with yellowtail
tuna or eel rolls.

“Mmm ... I’ve got to have it,”
DeMartinis said. Surrounded by fish pho-
tos and with 120,000 pieces of the rice
and fish rolls sitting right behind them in
the chilly warehouse surrounded by auto
yards, they have decided to order out.

“For what we make, it’s good, (but) we
can’t compare to a sushi bar,” DeMartinis
said.

She has a 28-year love affair with
sushi, she added, savoring the memory of
her first bite of the Japanese food.

“It’s addicting,” she said, her hand
twitching toward the phone, waiting to
place her order. “The soy sauce, the rice,
the sugar, the salt. I still crave it.”

SUSHI, from page 1

Two women start up
business on credit card

BY MARK THIESSEN
Associated Press Writer

OMAHA, Neb. — A florist who fled
to California while awaiting sentencing
for sexually torturing another man won’t
be returned to Nebraska until he has
served a sentence for evading California
authorities.

Roger Van, 56, was sentenced to 16
months in prison Tuesday for leading
authorities on a high-speed chase Dec.
6. The pursuit ended in the California
desert when the car he was driving ran
over a spiked strip placed by the
California Highway Patrol.

Deputy Wayne County Attorney
Chris Connolly said that with good
behavior Van could be released within
eight months.

“We’re still in the process of trying to

get him back here,” the prosecutor said
Friday.

Van was convicted in July of sexual-
ly assaulting, torturing and holding a
Texas man captive in the basement of
his Wayne flower shop. Police said the
man came to visit Van after correspon-
ding with him over the Internet.

Van, who faces up to 85 years in
prison on those charges, failed to show
up for sentencing in September.

He was captured after a Las Vegas
police officer noticed the Nevada
license plates on the car he was driving
were not registered to that vehicle.

A chase ensued, and authorities said
at one point Van was traveling 80 mph
when he rammed his vehicle into a
Nevada Highway Patrol car. The pursuit
ended when he crossed the state line and
ran over the spike strip.

California jail term may delay
fugitive’s return to Nebraska

“At first, we thought, ‘Oh,
my God, this will never
sell in 7-Eleven.’ It’s too

gourmet; it’ll never work.
... But it’s really taken off.”

— MARY DeMARTINIS
Okami co-founder
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BY ROBERT JABLON
Associated Press Writer

LOS ANGELES — A federal policy
that led to the detention of hundreds of
Middle Eastern immigrants was a blunder
that may have caused more harm than good
in the battle against terrorism, lawmakers
and community leaders charged Friday.

The arrest of some immigrants who
showed up to register under a new security
policy drew comparisons to the internment
of Japanese-Americans in World War II.

“People are selected on the basis of their
ethnicity without regard to any particular
crime being committed,” said Ken Inouye
of the Japanese American Citizens League.

Critics said the detentions probably
failed to net a single terrorist but did rile
law-abiding Muslims who already feared
being scapegoated.

“Muslims are now guilty until proven
innocent,” said Sabiha Khan of the
Council on American-Islamic Relations.

About 3,000 male temporary visa hold-
ers, ages 16 and older, from Iran, Iraq,
Libya, Sudan and Syria were required to
register at Immigration and Naturalization
Service offices by last Monday to comply
with new federal guidelines to be finger-
printed and photographed.

Those who failed to register risk being
deported.

But some who showed up said they
found themselves put into packed cells for
overstaying visas or because their immi-
gration papers were not in order, caused in
some cases by government backlog.

Dozens of others are believed to have
been arrested since the registration
process began in November.

About 400 people had been detained in
Southern California, said Jorge Martinez,
a U.S. Justice Department spokesman.

Southern California is home to very large
communities of Iranian-Americans and
Iraqi-Americans. A minimal number were
detained elsewhere in the United States.

Only 23 remained in custody Friday.
Their names came up in law enforcement
data bases in connection with various
crimes, Martinez said.

Lawyers of detainees met Friday after-
noon with Jane Arellano, INS acting
deputy director of the Los Angeles district.

She promised to look into any com-
plaints of mistreatment of the detainees
and said the INS would provide cultural
sensitivity training for its employees,
attorney Patrick Ashouri said.

“There has been some use of physical
restraints. There has been some inaccessi-
bility to medicine,” Ashouri said of
detainees. He refused to provide specifics
but said formal complaints would be made.

Pooya Bakhtiari, 26, a Canadian who
was visiting Los Angeles, said his 70-
year-old father was detained Monday.
Bakhtiari said he paid bail for his father,
who also is a Canadian citizen, but the
INS has been unable to find the man,
who has a heart condition. He planned to
head down to the San Pedro detention
center in hopes of finding his father and
freeing him.

“I’m very worried,” he said.
“If they weren’t ready to process them,

they shouldn’t have brought them all in,”
he said of the registrants. “This is not a
Third World country. This isn’t Iran. That
is why we left.”

The registration is part of new federal
security guidelines that resulted from the
Sept. 11, 2001, attacks. In the next phase,
male visa holders from 13 additional
countries — including Afghanistan,
Algeria, Lebanon and North Korea — will
be required to register by Jan. 10. Males

from Saudi Arabia and Pakistan must reg-
ister by Feb. 21.

The INS argued that the registration
program was an important way of protect-
ing America by making sure it knew who
is living within U.S. borders.

But critics said it only served to fright-
en law-abiding immigrants and tar the
U.S. image as a country of law and liberty.

“People fear that they could be dragged
into jail any day if anybody accuses them
of anything,” said Salam Al-Mayarati,
executive director of the Muslim Public
Affairs Council. “They fear the govern-
ment now. It reminds them of the dictator-
ships they fled.”

“This has only alienated moderate,
mainstream people and pushed them fur-
ther to the margins of society,” Al-
Mayarati said. “In that kind of environ-
ment, extremists can just watch and do
their dastardly deeds. It’s ineffective
counterterrorism policy.”

The group planned to vote on a resolu-
tion condemning the registration policy at
its annual meeting Saturday in Long Beach.

Rep. Darrell Issa, R-Vista, who is the
grandson of Lebanese immigrants, said
Department of Justice and immigration
officials are not claiming that the
detainees were being held “for known
activities relating to the war on terrorism.”

Issa said the House Judiciary subcom-
mittee on immigration is putting together
questions for the INS and may hold a
hearing. A committee spokesman did not
immediately provide comment.

In a letter Thursday, Rep. Jane Harman,
D-Redondo Beach, asked acting INS
Commissioner Michael Garcia to hold a
series of town hall meetings to explain the
detentions, which she said could “set back
our nation’s fight against terrorism.”

Amin Maghsoodi of Woodland Hills

spent three days in INS detention.
The 24-year-old university biology

major, whose green card application is
years old, is an Iranian-born Canadian cit-
izen who has lived in the United States
since 1987. He said he just wanted to obey
the law when he went to register Monday
morning. He said he wound up being
handcuffed, held for hours in a crowded
room, then was bused 50 miles to an
immigration detention center in Lancaster
where he and others stripped, had their
body cavities searched by a flashlight-
wielding guard and spent the night shiver-
ing in a chilly barracks.

“I felt like an animal,” Maghsoodi said.
“I am not a criminal. ... If they had put a
gun to my head and handcuffed me at
home, I would have felt much better.”

He added, “The worst thing that has
ever happened to me is maybe a speeding
ticket. I just couldn’t handle it. Nobody
there was criminal.”

He doubts the detentions for back-
ground checks were useful.

“If you pose a security threat, you’re a
criminal, you’re not gonna introduce
yourself to the government and say, ’Here
I am.’ I don’t believe there were any ter-
rorists in there.”

He was freed late Wednesday after his
family posted $1,500 bail but Maghsoodi
still must go before an immigration judge.
He doesn’t fear deportation to Canada
because his papers are in order, he said.
What he fears is going through the
process all over again next year.

“I love America. This is where I’m
gonna stay,” Maghsoodi said. “All in all, I
agree a lot with what the government
does. ... It’s just, some bad things happen.

“Unfortunately, we had to go through it.”

Critics say detention of Mideast men harms terrorism fight
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BY RON HARRIS
Associated Press Writer

SAN FRANCISCO — Hollywood
fought back against a maker of DVD
copying software, saying the company is
allegedly trafficking tools of digital theft.

Seven major motion picture studios
filed a counterclaim Thursday in U.S.
District Court, Northern District of
California against 321 Studios, makers of
DVD Copy Plus and DVD X Copy.

The software sold at stores nationwide
allows the user to make a copy of a DVD
to a blank CD or DVD by defeating the
copy protections encoded onto the origi-
nal movie disc — activity the studios say
is a legal no-no.

The movie studios say the software
contains the power of digital piracy, and
asked the court to enjoin 321 Studios
from selling it or distributing it further.
The studios also seek damages from any
proceeds derived from the company’s
software sales.

“It’s like somebody selling a digital
crowbar. It’s like breaking into the castle
if you will,” said Patricia Benson, an
attorney for the studios.

When 321 Studios’ first product —
DVD Copy Plus — came out and the
company sought a declaration that it did
not violate federal law, Hollywood
shrugged and the studios simply sought to
have the case dismissed, stating there was
no “case or controversy.”

DVD Copy Plus copies DVD movies
to blank CDs, though in a compressed
video format.

But with the advent of 321 Studios lat-
est offering — DVD X Copy — the stakes
are a little higher. The software allows the
user to burn an exact copy of the original
DVD to a blank DVD, without any dimin-
ished quality or “lossy” compression.

“When the second product came out
and 321 Studios started marketing it very
aggressively, the landscape kind of

changed,” Benson said.
The studios still hold that both 321

Studios products violate the Digital
Millennium Copyright Act, which makes
illegal the distribution of any technology
or device that allows the user to circum-
vent copy protections put in place by the
content owner.

Elizabeth Sedlock, a spokeswoman for
321 Studios, says the company has sold
about 150,000 copies of both software
titles combined. The software titles may
offer the user a hotly debated solution to
making back-up copies of “Shrek,” but
it’s not illegal, she said.

“We allow consumers to make a back-
up copy of their DVDs,” Sedlock said.

DVD movies commonly contain tech-
nology called Content Scramble System
(CSS), a scheme to prevent the disc from
being illegally copied. That CSS scheme
has been defeated by a small bit of soft-
ware code called DeCSS, short for
decrypted CSS.

321 Studios software similarly gets
around the CSS scheme, though the com-
pany sought to divert attention from the
method it uses to do so.

“Whether or not (the software)
decrypts is not the issue. It’s whether the
primary purpose of it is to decrypt —
which it isn’t,” Sedlock said.

321 Studios won’t give up the fight for
what it considers the consumer’s right to
make “fair use” copies of their store-
bought DVDs.

“We didn’t choose this battle. This bat-
tle chose us and we’re willing to fight it,”
Sedlock said.

321 Studios is based in Chesterfield,
Mo. The studios that filed the joint coun-
terclaim are Columbia Pictures Industries,
Inc., Disney Enterprises, Inc., Metro-
Goldwyn-Mayer Studios Inc., Tri-Star
Pictures, Inc., Time Warner Entertainment
Company LP, Universal City Studios,
Inc., and The Saul Zaentz Company.

Hollywood sues maker of
DVD backup copy software

More stormy weather

Joe Jaszewski/Associated Press
Greg Hunter of Gridley, Calif., installs chains on his minivan near Blue
Canyon, Calif., along Interstate 80 before continuing to Reno, Nev.,
Thursday, as another storm moves through the region.

Find Out Your Forecast in Today’s 

Horoscope’s .. .. .. page 2
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BY MICHAEL GORMLEY
Associated Press Writer

ALBANY, N.Y. — The nation’s top
brokerages have agreed to pay $1.5 bil-
lion to resolve conflict-of-interest allega-
tions, in one of the largest settlements
ever levied by securities regulators, offi-
cials said Friday.

The settlement calls for 10 firms,
including Citigroup, Goldman Sachs and
Credit Suisse First Boston, to sever the
links between research and investment
banking and to fund independent stock
research for investors that would comple-
ment their own analysts’ work.

Citigroup’s Salomon Smith Barney
unit will pay the heaviest fine: $325 mil-
lion.

Credit Suisse will pay $150 million.
Goldman Sachs, J.P. Morgan Chase, Bear
Stearns, Morgan Stanley, Lehman
Brothers, Deutsche Bank and UBS Paine
Webber will each pay $50 million, regula-
tors said.

In May, Merrill Lynch, the nation’s
largest brokerage firm, agreed to a settle-
ment that included a $100 million fine and
the separation of its analysts from invest-
ment banking.

The 10 firms also will pay $450 mil-
lion over five years to pay for independent
research for investors and $85 million for
a nationwide investor education program.

“Every investor knows that the market
involves risk,” New York state Attorney
General Eliot Spitzer told a news confer-
ence outside the New York Stock
Exchange. “Nobody expects a guaranteed
profit. But what every investor expects
and deserves is honest investment advice
— advice and analysis that is untainted by
conflicts of interest.”

The settlement excludes two smaller
firms, US Bancorp Piper Jaffray and
Thomas Weisel Associates, that had
raised objections to the settlement this
week. Negotiations are continuing and
those firms are expected to pay $20 mil-
lion each, Spitzer spokesman Darren
Dopp said.

“It’s an important day for investors,
and I think from this point forward they
ought to be able to follow the recommen-
dations of the professionals on Wall Street
with a lot more confidence,” said Sam
Hayes, professor of finance at the Harvard
University Business School.

Under the settlement, analysts will be
barred from being paid for equity research
by investment banking arms and won’t be
allowed to accompany investment
bankers “on pitches and road shows” to
lure investment banking clients.

The agreement will also:
■ Ban the “spinning” of Initial Public

Offerings (IPOs). Brokerages won’t be
allowed to allocate lucrative IPO shares to
corporate offices that could “greatly influ-
ence” investment banking decisions.

■ Require firms to provide independent
research to investors by contracting with
no fewer than three independent research
firms. A monitor will be appointed with
final authority to procure independent
research from independent analysts.

■ Require disclosure of rating and
price target forecasts within 90 days to

allow for evaluation and comparison of
performance by analysts.

NASD chairman and CEO Robert R.
Glauber said the settlement “marks a vital
step in restoring investor confidence. It
underscores that the industry’s highest
duty is to investors. It makes plain that
cleaning up research and IPO practices is
not just good ethics, it’s good business.”

In agreeing to the fines, the firms nei-
ther admitted nor denied they had misled
investors.

It was not clear how much of the fines
will go to a restitution fund for investors.

Rep. Michael Oxley, chairman of the
House Financial Services Committee,
said it is essential that the settlement com-
pensate investors whose trust was mis-
placed.

“As the final details are revealed, I will
be closely watching to ensure that appro-
priate funds are returned to investors who
were misled by tainted Wall Street
research,” Oxley, R-Ohio, said before the
announcement. “The concept of making
investors whole should be central as we
move forward.”

Spitzer and the Securities and
Exchange Commission began investigat-
ing brokerages following the decline of
Enron Corp. and revelations that small
investors lost millions of dollars after they
were advised to buy stocks that analysts
privately derided in order to bolster the
stocks’ value and lure the companies as
investment banking clients.

The two sides had been meeting for
months, with talks intensifying in a series
of meetings in New York City over the
last two weeks with representatives for
Spitzer and Steven Cutler, the SEC’s
enforcement director.

The brokerages gave their initial sup-
port in October, but squabbles over the
fines and which firms would pay how
much had held up the settlement.

Spitzer had released documents and e-
mails showing that Merrill Lynch analysts
privately used words like “disaster” and
“dog” to describe some stocks while pub-
licly recommending that investors buy the
companies’ shares.

Shares in many of those firms were
trading higher Friday. Citigroup gained
$1.08 to $38.08 in trading on the New
York Stock Exchange. J.P. Morgan Chase
rose $1.27 to $24.60, Morgan Stanley was
up $1.74 to $42.04 and Goldman rose
$1.66 to $71.96.

Top brokerages agree to
pay $1.5 billion to settle
conflicts of interest

“As the final details are
revealed, I will be closely
watching to ensure that
appropriate funds are

returned to investors who
were misled by tainted
Wall Street research.”

— MICHAEL OXLEY
Congressman
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BY CHRISTOPHER GRAFF
Associated Press Writer

MONTPELIER, Vt. — The knives are
drawn for Vermont on Capitol Hill. At
least, that was the way it looked after last
month’s elections.

Both of Vermont’s senators — inde-
pendent Jim Jeffords and Democrat
Patrick Leahy — have made strong ene-
mies on the Republican side of the aisle,
and after the GOP retook control of the
Senate last month, it looked like payback
time for the two men.

Jeffords had made the Republicans mad
by abandoning the party a year and a half
ago to become an independent and vote
with the Democrats, a move that put
Democrats in control of the Senate. And
Leahy was widely denounced by
Republicans for blocking some of President
Bush’s appeals court nominees as chairman
of the Senate Judiciary Committee.

Within days of the election, there was
fear that when the new Senate arrives in
January, the Republicans might try to
punish Vermont and its senators when it
came to such things as public works proj-
ects or agricultural subsidies. One news-
paper story even jokingly suggested that
Vermont might suddenly be a good site to
store the nation’s nuclear waste.

“For a while there it sounded like
Vermont was going to be carved up and
given to Canada,” said R.L. “Skip”
Vallee, a member of the Republican
National Committee from Vermont. But
he added: “I think it is clear now that’s not
going to happen and neither will the
Republicans do things to harm Vermont.”

The fears of Republican retribution
have eased over the past month because of
a growing sense that the Republicans can-
not afford to freeze out Jeffords and
Leahy in such a closely divided Senate.

“The thing you have to remember
about the Senate is they all hate you until
they need you,” said Emerson Lynn, pub-

lisher of the St. Albans Messenger and a
former staffer on Capitol Hill. “In a
Senate that’s 51-49, they are going to
need Jim Jeffords.”

Jeffords agrees. He said that he expects
there will be some payback — “I would-
n’t say there won’t be any of it” — but
that Republicans will need his vote.

He helped his case among some
Republicans this month, coming to the
defense of embattled GOP Leader Trent
Lott, saying that he believed Lott to be “a
man of honor and good conscience.”

How the situation plays out could offer
a civics lessons in the role of collegiality,
seniority and party loyalty in the Senate,
where every state has an equal voice and
where even the fiercest disagreements are
conducted with an exaggerated, 19th-cen-
tury type of courtesy.

Leahy said he, Jeffords and Vermont
will retain considerable clout in the new
Senate because of their seniority. “Being
in the majority certainly has its advan-
tages, but 28 years in the Senate have
taught me that seniority counts even
more,” Leahy said.

In the new chamber of 100, Leahy will
rank eighth overall in seniority and fourth
on the Senate Appropriations Committee.
Jeffords will move up to 35th overall.

Ross Baker, a professor of political sci-
ence at Rutgers University in New Jersey,
agreed seniority is crucial and said
Leahy’s ranking on the Appropriations
Committee gives him “great bargaining
chips to use with colleagues.”

“I don’t think we’ll see any Vermont
projects on the chopping block,” Baker said.

Baker and others agreed, though, that
neither Leahy nor Jeffords will escape
unscathed.

“Will there be a bias to be uncoopera-
tive with what Senator Jeffords is trying
to do?” Rogers asked. “Probably. Will
there be a silent benign attitude about not
helping and not cooperating with Senator
Leahy? Probably.”

With new Senate, will
Vermont face retaliation?

‘Sadness in the air’

Dennis Cook/Associated Press
Sen. Pete Domenici, R-N.M., gives his support to Tennessee Sen. Bill Frist,
on Friday, after having backed Trent Lott to remain Senate majority leader
on Monday. Domenici, said there is “a bit of sadness in the air” for Lott, but
that he would like Frist installed as leader between Christmas and Jan. 1.



INTERNATIONAL
Santa Monica Daily Press ❑ Saturday, December 21, 2002 ❑ Page 11

BY KIM GAMEL
Associated Press Writer

UNITED NATIONS — The U.N.
Security Council on Friday relaxed a freeze
on the assets of more than 200 people sus-
pected of having links to terrorism so they
can pay for basic needs like rent, medicine
and in some cases, legal expenses.

The individuals had complained that
they were left facing poverty by the U.N.
resolution adopted in January, which
orders countries to freeze the funds and
other assets of individuals and groups sus-
pected of links to Osama bin Laden and
his al-Qaida terrorist network.

The new resolution approved unani-
mously by the 15-member Security
Council allows the country in which the
individuals live to determine the amount
of money that can be released.

Expenses that can be exempted include
food, housing, health care, taxes, insur-
ance premiums and utility bills, the reso-
lution said.

It also allows the release of funds to
pay for legal charges connected to the
maintenance of the frozen funds, and
“extraordinary expenses,” which would
have to be approved by the U.N. commit-
tee overseeing the sanctions.

A U.S. official said extraordinary
expenses could cover a broad range of
unexpected needs, including the death of

a relative or the desire to fly in a legal
team to aid in the suspect’s defense.

“There was great concern that we had
to work on a humanitarian exemptions
resolution so that people who have had
their assets frozen at least have some sort
of access to funds for their daily lives,”
the official said, speaking on condition of
anonymity.

Suspicious funds worth $115 million
have been frozen since the Sept. 11 terror-
ist attacks, with two-thirds of that from
countries outside the United States, the
U.S. official said.

The resolution also added that any
interest earned on frozen assets and any
payments under contracts or other agree-
ments to individuals whose assets have
been frozen, also will be frozen.

According to the United Nations, the
sanctions list currently has 324 names,
including 232 individuals and 92 groups.

The individuals on the list come from a
range of countries including Afghanistan,
Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, Somalia,
Italy, the United States, Britain, Yemen,
Libya, Tunisia, Germany, Kenya,
Tanzania, Jordan, Uzbekistan and
Switzerland.

It ordered all nations to impose a trav-
el ban and an arms embargo and freeze
the assets of individuals and groups on a
list compiled by a council committee
monitoring the sanctions.

Violence on the Gaza Strip

Adel Hana/Associated Press
A Palestinian inspects damaged vehicles near the destroyed house of the
family of an Islamic Jihad militant in Deir al-Balah in the southern Gaza
Strip, Friday. Israeli tanks entered the town early Friday, surrounding the
house of an Islamic Jihad activist, and one Palestinian was killed in an
exchange of fire, Palestinians said.

BY PAUL AMES
Associated Press Writer

BRUSSELS, Belgium — The slay-
ing of Wall Street Journal reporter Daniel
Pearl highlighted the intensified targeting
of investigative reporters in 2002, a year
when up to 67 media professionals were
killed, the International Federation of
Journalists said Friday.

In its annual report on media casual-
ties, the IFJ listed Colombia, Russia and
Pakistan as the most dangerous countries
for journalists. The global figures include
48 confirmed killings and 19 still under
investigation.

Pearl’s kidnapping and beheading by
Islamic militants in Pakistan in January
was but one of many slayings aimed at
stopping journalists investigating terror-
ism, drug trafficking, corruption and other
crimes.

“If there is one terrible theme that runs
through the year, it is that journalists are
being targeted for pursuing stories that
others do not want told,” the IFJ said.

It listed cases in India, Russia,
Bangladesh, Bolivia, Mexico, Brazil,
Philippines and Colombia where inves-
tigative reporters were deliberately sought
out for assassination.

The overall toll of journalists slain is
down from last year, when the IFJ listed
100 fatalities. Those figures included
seven killed in the attacks on New York’s
twin towers and eight killed covering the
fighting in Afghanistan.

Cases this year included Tim Lopes of
Brazil’s TV Globo, who disappeared
while investigating drug gangs in a Rio de
Janeiro shantytown. Drug lord Elias
Pereira da Silva was arrested in
September and charged with torturing
Lopes and executing him with a Samurai-
style sword.

In one of nine reported journalist
killings in Russia, Valery Ivanov was
gunned down April 29 in the city of
Togliatti. His paper had published a series
of articles about contract killings, local
gangsters, and alleged embezzlement by
city officials.

In India, newspaper editor Ram
Chander Chaterapatti was shot four times
outside his home in October. He had
reportedly received death threats after
reports uncovering a sex scandal involv-
ing members of a religious sect in the
northern state of Haryana.

Other cases involved four journalists
shot to death while covering Arab-Israeli
violence in the West Bank and a Ugandan
journalism student shot and killed by a
police officer in Kampala while covering
his first assignment.

IFJ General Secretary Aidan White
said his organization would set up an
International News Safety Institution next
year to work with media groups, labor
unions and other organizations to improve
“a culture of safety awareness.”

Based in Brussels, the IFJ represents
more than 500,000 journalists in over 100
countries.

BY JOHN LEICESTER
Associated Press Writer

PARIS — A French court convicted
George Soros of insider trading in a 1980s
stock deal and fined him $2.2 million. The
American billionaire investor and philan-
thropist said he was “astounded and dis-
mayed” by Friday’s ruling.

The fine by the court was in line with
the request by prosecutors — the same
amount the Hungarian-born magnate was
accused of having made from buying
stocks at French bank Societe Generale
with insider knowledge 14 years ago.

Soros, the 72-year-old president of
Soros Fund Management, said he would
appeal “to the highest level necessary.”

“At no point was I in possession of
inside information regarding Societe
Generale. The charges against me are
unfounded and without merit,” he said in
an e-mail to The Associated Press. He was
not in court.

His lawyer, Bernard du Granrut, said
the court “did not acknowledge the essen-
tial elements of the arguments we present-
ed,”

The court cleared two other men —
Jean-Charles Naouri, former top aide to
France’s then-Finance Minister Pierre
Beregovoy, and Lebanese businessman
Samir Traboulsi — of any wrongdoing.

Prosecutors had sought fines of
$290,000 for Naouri and $1.98 million for
Traboulsi.

Societe Generale was privatized in
1987. A year later, its stock price went up
during an unsuccessful takeover bid.
Soros was accused of having obtained
insider information before the abortive
corporate raid pushed up the stock price.

French stock market regulators first
noticed anomalies in the Societe Generale
stock surge in 1989. Soros was put under
judicial investigation — one step short of

being charged — in June 1993.
Soros has said he was interested in

Societe Generale based on information he
claims was widely known: France’s leftist
government of the time favored takeovers
to change the leadership at recently priva-
tized companies.

Soros said he was buying stock in
many companies and had no reason not to
include Societe Generale. Afterward, he
sold the stock, saying he felt the takeover
attempt was politically motivated and was
not going to benefit the company.

In court testimony in November, Soros
said: “I have been in business all my life,
and I think I know what is insider trading
and what isn’t.”

Soros reportedly was the first
American to earn $1 billion in a single
year. Born in Budapest in 1930, he emi-
grated to the United States in 1956 and
became a citizen five years later. He made
his fortune managing investment funds.

Forbes magazine ranked him this year
as the 37th-richest person in the world,
with an estimated fortune of $6.9 billion.

Prosecutors said the case dragged on
because Swiss authorities took years to
respond to requests for information.
Defense lawyers argued unsuccessfully
that the case should be thrown out
because it took so long to bring to court.

The Soros Fund was created in 1973
with about $12 million and evolved into
the multibillion-dollar Quantum Group of
Funds.

Soros also heads the Open Society
Institute, a philanthropic network that has
funneled more than $1 billion into educa-
tion, public health, science and non-gov-
ernmental groups in the former commu-
nist bloc.

A Soros spokesman, Michael Vachon,
said the billionaire does not have any
other court cases pending against him.

Court finds George Soros
guilty of insider trading

Council votes on U.S.
proposal to lift sanctions
on terror finance suspects

Year leaves heavy death toll
for reporters, group says



BY MIKE SCHNEIDER
Associated Press Writer

INVERNESS, Fla. — Ted Williams’
eldest daughter dropped her objections
Friday to her siblings’ decision to have the
Hall of Famer’s body frozen at a cryonics
lab in Arizona.

Bobby-Jo Williams Ferrell relented
after Circuit Judge Patricia Thomas
agreed to allow a $645,000 trust to be dis-
tributed equally among Ferrell, half-
brother John-Henry Williams and half-sis-
ter Claudia Williams.

The trust was written so that no money
would have been distributed until 2012,
10 years after the Boston Red Sox slug-
ger’s death July 5.

Ferrell could not afford to continue the
legal fight to have her father unfrozen and
cremated. The legal fight would have cost
$250,000 and Ferrell already had spent
$87,000, said her husband, Mark Ferrell.

“The financial cost of my struggle
would be extraordinary and would result
in significant difficulties for my family,”
Ferrell said in a statement read by her
husband over the telephone. “I’m at peace
with the decision and I know that my
father will understand.”

Added Mark Ferrell, “We were
whipped.”

Ferrell had sued to have the court
decide whether her father should be cre-
mated and his ashes scattered in the ocean
off Florida, as the avid fisherman speci-
fied in his 1996 will. Her siblings main-
tained they signed a handwritten pact with
him in 2000 agreeing that their bodies
would be frozen.

Shortly after Williams died at 83 of
cardiac arrest, John-Henry had his father’s
body moved to the Alcor Life Extension
Foundation in Arizona, where it was
frozen. Cryonics supporters believe that
bodies might one day be brought back to

life, but most experts say that is highly
unlikely.

The siblings had been in negotiations
for the past several months.

“Mr. Williams would be proud of all
three of them today,” said Bob Goldman,
an attorney for John-Henry and Claudia
Williams.

The 1986 trust represents only a por-
tion of Williams’ wealth. The value of his
estate has not been made public.

Williams, known as the “Splendid
Splinter,” was the last major leaguer to bat
over .400 in a season, hitting .406 in 1941.
He was a two-time MVP and two-time
Triple Crown winner with the Boston Red
Sox.

Now that money from the trust has
been distributed, said John Heer, an attor-
ney and friend of Ferrell, two items will
likely be decided in the coming weeks:

— The distribution of hundreds of bats
autographed by Williams. Ferrell is
expected to receive 38 bats, while her sib-
lings receive the rest. A survey of several
Internet sites Friday showed that the price
of a Williams autographed bat ranges
from $1,999 to $4,500.

— The dividing of a small benefits
plan from major league baseball among
the children.

Under the original terms of the trust,
written in 1986, the Williams children
could have up to one-third of their money
at age 40, no more than half at 45, and the
full amount at 50. Both John-Henry and
Claudia Williams are in their 30s. Ferrell
is in her 50s.

Fans at the Ted Williams Museum and
Hitters Hall of Fame in Citrus County said
they were glad to see the family dispute
resolved.

“It was a blemish on this guy’s life
after he died,” said Joe Hallinan, a 50-
year-old visitor from Turnersville, N.J.
“Now the publicity will go away.”
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BY STEVE MCMORRAN
Associated Press Writer

AUCKLAND, New Zealand — San
Francisco’s Oracle racing team took a step
toward the final of the America’s Cup
challenger series Friday then found itself
facing accusations it broke Cup protocol.

Oracle might have obtained prohibited

construction drawings and plans when it
bought yachts belonging to the defunct
San Francisco team AmericaOne after the
2000 Cup regatta, according to documents
delivered anonymously to The Associated
Press.

The America’s Cup protocol allows
current challengers to buy yachts used by

2000 challenge syndicates and to use
those yachts for the establishment and
development of later campaigns.

However, the protocol prohibits teams
from acquiring plans, specifications or
other design information, including per-
formance data, on those yachts even
though they own the boats.

Oracle beat OneWorld by 4:08 in the
first race of the best-of-seven repechage
semifinals Friday. OneWorld took a one-
point penalty into the series after admit-
ting to the American’s Cup arbitration
panel that it had inadvertently obtained
rivals’ design information.

The arbitration panel said Saturday it
cannot consider alleged protocol breaches
until an application is made by a compet-
ing syndicate for a rules interpretation.
Panel officials also would not comment
on any possible penalty because they have
not officially received the material.

OneWorld indicated Saturday it may
draw the matter to the panel’s attention.

Spokesman Bob Ratliffe said his syndi-
cate had obtained copies of the documents
suggesting a protocol breach by Oracle
and given them to its lawyers.

“We have asked Oracle to let us know
what the story is, to come clean if you
like, which we believe is right thing to
do,” Ratliffe said.

“We think that’s the proper way to han-
dle it, to ask Oracle to come forward on
their own behalf and explain what hap-
pened, whether they have these plans or
not.”

Oracle rules adviser Tom Ehman, who
had the same job with AmericaOne, was
upset about the allegations and insisted
they were untrue. He said he was unable
to comment further until he had seen the
documents.

“It’s insulting to ourselves, insulting to
the event and insulting to the integrity of
the people who have been drawn into it,”
Ehman said.

Documents suggest protocol breach by Oracle team

Cruisin’

Armando Trovati/Associated Press
Bode Miller of the Unites States speeds down the course during a World Cup
men's Super G, in Val Gardena, Italy, Friday. Miller finished in sixth place.

After daughter drops fight,
Williams’ body stays frozen

DID YOU KNOW?:
Sports command the biggest television 
audiences, led by the summer Olympics,
World Cup soccer and Formula One racing.
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Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
by Chuck Shepard 

New reality television ... celebrities-in-detox
Next in the England-to-U.S. TV Pipeline: The newest reality TV show scheduled by

London’s Channel 5 for 2003 is a celebrities-in-detox series, in which marginally
known entertainment personalities go to an island for a week to undergo enemas and
colonic irrigation, with full camera coverage. A station spokeswoman told The
Independent, “The celebrities will have to survive for a week on oral enemas, which
basically means drinking things like olive oil. They’ll also be analyzing their own poo.”
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Classified Advertising Conditions :RREEGGUULLAARR RRAATTEE: 
��� a day� Ads over �� words add 
� per word per day� Ad must run a minimum of twelve con

secutive days� PPRREEMMIIUUMMSS: First two words caps no charge� Bold words� italics� centered lines� etc� cost extra� Please call for rates� TTYYPPOOSS: Check your ad the first day
of publication� Sorry� we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once� DDEEAADDLLIINNEESS: 	:�� p�m� prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when
the deadline is Friday at 	:�� p�m� PPAAYYMMEENNTT: All private party ads must be pre
paid� We accept checks� credit cards� and of course cash� CCOORRRREESSPPOONNDDEENNCCEE: To
place your ad call our offices � a�m� to � p�m�� Monday through Friday� (���)	��
����; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press�
P�O� Box ����� Santa Monica� CA ��	�� or stop in at our office located at �	
� Third Street Promenade� Ste� 
�
� OOTTHHEERR  RRAATTEESS:: For information about the profes

sional services directory or classified display ads� please call our office at (���)	��
�����

Creative

Artist Brainstorm Ses-
sions: Experimenting, new 
media, clarifying ideas,
distribution of  your art.

Creative Braintrust 
(310)452-0851.

Employment

FUNDING  
COORDINATOR

Dynamic individual needed for 
established co, to direct school 
funding programs. Help PTA’s, 
teachers, coaches, students.
1st yr. $38-46k (813)782-9112

PART-TIME REAL Estate. $12 
to $25 per hour. Santa Monica.
See details and apply at 
www.nsreal.com.

TEACHER NEEDED: Topanga 
Co-op preschool. Design, di-
rect, expanded classes and tod-
dler programs. Must be creden-
tialed. Begin now. Flex hours.
E-mail resume to:
ces9801@hotmail.com. Cesilie 
(310)455-9801. Join our fun!

THE SANTA Monica Daily 
Press is looking for Advertising 
Account Executives. Print ad-
vertising and consultave/solu-
tion based selling experience a 
plus. E-mail resume and cover 
letter to Ross at 
ross@smdp.com or fax it to 
(310) 576-9913

For Sale

3 LIFE Magazines! 1930’s, 
1950’s. 1 Esquire: 1930. Great 
collector’s items. $20 each, 
OBO. (310)451-2206

BEADED PURSE: Tiny pearles-
sent beads. Very good condi-
tion. Made in Belgium. Medium 
size. $50.00 (310)451-2206

WHITE IRISH lace top. Beauti-
ful! $85.00 OBO (310) 451-
2206.

Furniture

TWO HAND painted armoire’s, 
baby furniture, table, clothes 
and other furniture items.
(310)471-1499

Wanted

CASH FOR ANTIQUES,
COLLECTIBLES, ESTATE 
JEWELRY, DISHES, PHO-

TOS, X-MAS DECORA-
TIONS. 40 YRS. OR OLD-
ER BUYING ESTATES OR 

ONE ITEM.
(310)393-1111

PARKING or SPACE for 
Modern MOTORHOME 
WANTED on vacant land or 
beside residence. With or 
without utilities. Santa Moni-
ca/Malibu close. Writer/Medi-
tator/Philosopher. Age 59.
Code 4567. Pager (323)433-
4848. E-mail:
zenawake@yahoo.com.

For Rent
BEVERLYWOOD ADJACENT
$1050.00 Large 2bdrm/1ba up-
per front unit w/lots of natural 
light in 12 unit building. Fresh 
paint and carpet. 1 car off street 
parking. Laundry in building. 1 
year lease, no pets. (310)396-
4443, ext. 102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

BEVERLYWOOD ADJACENT 
$525.00 Bachelor in quaint 
smaller building. Fresh paint 
and carpet. 1 year Lease, no 
pets. (310)396-4443 ext. 102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

FABULOUS, REMODELED,
Resort style condo, 1bdrm/1ba, 
ocean, mountain views. Securi-
ty building, all appliances in-
cluded. Available immediately.
$2,300 Call (310)230-3700.

MARINA PENINSULA 2bdrm/ 
2ba, 2 car parking on quiet 
street. Amazing views. Steps 
to beach, shopping & restau-
rants. New paint and carpet, 
fireplace, dishwasher, stove. 2 
units available. $1,495.00 to 
$2,395. (310) 396-4443 x102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

SANTA MONICA $1350 Roomy 
2bdrm/1ba lower. 19th near SM 
Blvd. Large private patio. At-
tractive 6-unit building. Redeco-
rated, new carpets. Appliances 
incl., gas range, 2-door refrig., 
dishwasher. Consider small pet.
(310)828-4481.

For Rent
MDR ADJACENT $1395.00 
2+2, fireplace, dishwasher, 
stove, large private patio, new 
paint & carpet in newer gated 
building w/gated, subterranean 
parking, AC, quiet neighbor-
hood, laundry room. 1 year 
lease, no pets. (310)578-9729.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

MDR ADJACENT $610.00 
Large single upper with private 
balcony. Full kitchen with gas 
range and 2-door frost-free re-
frig. Very light, freshly painted, 
no pets. (310)828-4481.

MDR ADJACENT $825.00  Stu-
dio, gated building with gated, 
subterranean parking. Newer 
building with courtyard area, 
fireplace, dishwasher, stove, 
laundry room, prkng,1 year 
lease, no pets. (310)578-9729

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

NEW STUDIO Apartments 
available from $1295.00 to 
$1355.00. Six blocks from the 
beach. Three blocks from Third 
St. Promenade area!  (310)656-
0311. www.breezesuites.com

VENICE BEACH $1795.00 
Large Upper 1bdrm/1ba. Com-
pletely restored in smaller build-
ing 1 block from beach w/ har-
wood floors, tile bathroom and 
kitchen, new electric and 
plumbing, dishwasher, W/D, 
stove, fridge. 1 year lease, no 
pets, parking available.
(310)396-4443 ext. 102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $1045.00 
1BD/1BA, w/ocean view, hard-
wood floors, 1/2 block from 
beach on quiet walk street.
Bright and airy, fresh paint, 
new blinds. 1 year lease, no 
pets. (310) 396-4443 x102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH$2,400.00 
Residential loft, completely ren-
ovated. 1bdrm/2ba, oakwood 
floors, high ceilings, rooftop pa-
tio, balcony, 2 car parking, lots 
of windows, lots of storage.
Great looking unit. 1 year lease, 
no pets. (310)396-4443 x102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $1050.00 
Large 1bdrm/1ba w/ new paint, 
carpet and 1 car parking off 
street. Close to beach and res-
taurants. 1 year lease, no pets.
(310)577-0206.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $1495.00 
1bd/1ba with ocean view. Very 
sunny apartment, fireplace, 
dishwasher, stove, 2 balconies, 
1 car garage. 1 year lease, no 
pets. (310) 396-4443x102

Elly Nesis Company, Inc
www.ellynesis.com

For Rent

SANTA MONICA $2600 
3bdrm/3ba, 827 18th St. #F.
Huge upper apt., fireplace, big 
balcony, NEW carpet, buit-in 
dishwasher & stove, wet bar.
No pets. Parking, 1-year lease, 
1/2 block S. of Montana. Sulli-
van-Dituri Co. (310)453-4342.

SANTA MONICA $275wk 
Dorm-style Hotel, prvt rm. free 
local calls & cable, util incld, 
prkng. Westside Rentals 
(310)429-9920

SANTA MONICA $567.00 
Bachelor, r/s, 1 blk to Prome-
nade, prkng. Westside Rentals 
395-RENT

SANTA MONICA $695.00 
Bachelor, near beach, util inlcld, 
prkng. Westside Rentals 395-
RENT

SANTA MONICA $900.00 
1BD/1BA, crpt, yard, near SMC, 
prkng. Westside Rentals 395-
RENT
SANTA MONICA $925.00 
1BD/1BA, hrdwd flrs, lndry.
Westside Rentals 395-RENT

For Rent
SANTA MONICA Canyon 
$695.00  Guest Apartment, 
near beach, prkng. Westside 
Rentals 395-RENT

SM NEW Town Homes! 3 + 2.5.
All applicances, W/D included.
2 parking spaces. Security 
building. $2950 to $3250 
(310)261-2093.

VENICE BEACH $850.00 Sin-
gle w/lots of charm and original 
hardwood floors. 1 block from 
the beach. Close to shopping 
and restaurants. 1 year lease, 
no pets, paid parking available.
(310)396-4443 ext.102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

W. LA $900.00 Extra large 
1bdrm/1ba w/garden view.
Great centralized location and 
private parking. Laundry room, 
carpet, private entry. 1 year 
lease, no pets. (310)396-4443 
ext. 102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

Houses For Rent
SANTA MONICA $850.00 
Guest House, N of Wilshire, r/s, 
French doors, util incld, West-
side Rentals 395-RENT

SANTA MONICA $900.00 Tri-
plex, pet ok, hrdwd flrs, prkng.
Westside Rentals 395-RENT

VENICE CANALS House 
$3,250 3bdrm/2ba, 2 car ga-
rage, canal front patios and 
views, fireplace. Great location! 
Repainted inside and out, new 
carpet downstairs, new wood 
trim, new garage door, new 
deck, new windows. 1 year 
lease. No pets. (310)396-4443 
x102

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

Roommates

S.M. SHARE 2bdrm furnish-
ed apt. 9th & Wilshire.
$2200.00 a month, You pay 
only $675.00!! (310)394-
1050.

SANTA MONICA $380.00  Prvt 
rm, pet ok, high ceilings, month 
to month. Westside Rentals 
395-RENT

SANTA MONICA $490.00  Prvt 
rm, r/s, bright, month to month, 
cable. Westside Rentals 395-
RENT

SANTA MONICA $850.00 
2BD/2BA in High-tech Condo.
10 blks from beach. Security.
Covered parking. (310)399-
5439

VENICE $900.00 plus utilities.
House to share. Room plus 
bath. Pets ok, yard, garage.
(310)980-7075.

Commercial Lease
SANTA MONICA office units 
available. Some with Ocean 
view. 1318-1322 2nd St. Park-
ing available. RTH Manage-
ment Co. (949)946-1430.

Real Estate Loans

0 POINTS REFINANCING
through small town company 
with competent , honest broker 
and low overhead. Local con-
tact. (310)260-9140.

Storage Space

GARAGE WANTED! 2-car 
street entrance. W. Los An-
geles, Santa Monica. $200.00 
(310)442-9595.

Massage

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal 
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
energy balancing, non-sexual.
Introductory specials from 
$45.00/1hr. In/out. Lynda, 
L.M.T. (310)749-0621

REVITALIZE & Rejuvenate.
Body, Mind & Spirit with a ther-
apeutic Swedish/Deep-tissue 
massage. Laura (310)394-2923  
(310)569-0883.

STRONG & SOOTHING deep-
tissue massage. Near Prome-
nade. Intro: $35/90min. Paul:
(310)741-1901.

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE,
Swedish, Accupressure, 
Deep-tissue, Sports Mas-
sage, Reflexology. For apt 
call Tracy at (310)435-0657.

Services

HOUSE CLEANING
Janet’s at Your Service! 
House, yards, garage. Parties 
w/hot dog cart! (310)367-5436 
/(818)545-8914

HOUSE CLEANING - Available 
6 a.m. to 2 p.m. Windows, 
laundry, general house clean-
ing. References available. Re-
sponsible. Reasonable prices.
Call Lalo (310) 313-0848.

MATH TUTORING in your 
/our home any levels, ages, 
SAT preparation. Good ex-
perience. Nina (818)785-
8579 

PROFESSIONAL, RELIABLE
Female Bartender for your pri-
vate parties. House-sitting/ 
house-cleaning services also 
offered. Jill (310)582-1120.

SPORTS AND ENTERTAIN-
MENT 1-900-226-1930 x6804
$2.99 per minute, must be over 
eighteen. SERV-U-619-645-
8434
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Calendar items are printed free of charge as a service to our readers. Please submit your items to todayspaper@smdp.com for consideration. Calendar events are limited by space, and will be run at the discretion of the Calendar Editor.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2002
LOEWS CINIPLEX BROADWAY CINEMA
1441 Third St. at Broadway
Empire  (2002) (R) 3:00, 10:30. About Schmidt
(R) 12:15, 1:15, 3:15, 4:15, 6:15, 7:15, 9:15, 10:15
Two Weeks Notice (PG-13) 11:30, 12:30, 2:00,
4:30, 5:30, 7:00, 8:00, 9:30.

MANN CRITERION
1313 Third St.
Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets
(PG) 11:30, 3:15, 7:05, 10:30.  Adaptation (R.)
12:30, 3:45, 7:10, 10:20.  Treasure Planet (PG)
12:00.  The Hot Chick (PG-13) 2:30, 5:00, 7:45,
10:10, 12:35.  Gangs of New York (R) 11:15,
3:00, 7:00, 10:40.  Narc (R) 11:00, 1:45, 4:30,
7:15, 10:00, 12:30.  The Wild Thornberrys
Movie (PG) 11:45, 2:15, 4:45, 7:30, 9:50.

AMC THEATRE SM 7
1310 3rd Street
Analyze That (R) 11:35, 1:50, 4:30, 7:15, 9:45.
Die Another Day (PG-13) 10:25, 1:20, 4:25,
7:30, 10:35. Drumline (PG-13) 11:25, 2:10, 5:00,
7:55, 10:45. Maid in Manhattan (PG-13) 11:45,
2:30, 5:15, 8:00, 10:40.  Star Trek: Nemesis: with
Captions (PG-13) 11:15, 2:00, 4:50, 7:40, 10:30.
The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers (PG-
13) 10:20, 11:00, 2:15, 3:00, 6:15, 7:00, 10:15,
11:00.

LANDMARK NU-WILSHIRE
1314 Wilshire Blvd.
Bowling for Columbine (R) 1:30, 4:15, 7:30,
10:15. Far From Heaven (PG-13) 2:00, 4:30,  7:00
9:30.

LAEMMLE MONICA
1332 2nd St.
Rabbit-Proof Fence (PG) 12:15, 2:40. 5:05, 7:30,
9:55. Frida (R) 1:45, 4:30, 7:15, 10:05.  Evelyn
(PG) 1:00, 3:20, 5:40,  8:00, 10:15.

AERO THEATRE
1328 Montana Ave.
Bloody Sunday 5:00 Secretary 7:30, 10:00

SASATURDATURDAYY

The annual Santa Monica Nativity Scenes is on display at
Palisades Park along Ocean Avenue near Arizona. The 14 light-
ed scenes with life-size figures depicting events surrounding
Christ’s birth will remain on display through January 1. For
more information please call (310) 453-4445.

Weekly Storytime,11:00 a.m. Come to Barnes & Noble for
Saturday readings with the kids! Call 310-260-9110 for more
information.

Puppetolio! presented by the Santa Monica Puppet & Magic
Center. All ages, 3 and up. This musical revue features mari-
onettes, ventriloquism, magic and more. Shows are always fol-
lowed by a demonstration, Q & A, and a tour of the Puppet
workshop and Museum. Saturdays and Sundays at 1pm and
3pm. Wednesdays and Holidays at 1pm. Seats are $6.50. 1255
2nd Street in Santa Monica. Reservations/Information
(310)656-0483. www.puppetmagic.com

Santa Monica High School Theater Arts Department presents
Romeo & Juliet. Friday and Saturday nights at 8:00pm.
November 22nd through December 21st. $10.00 for students,
children, and seniors, $15.00 for adults. Humanities Center
Theater at Santa Monica High School, 601 Pico Blvd. For more
information please call (310)458-5939.

MAGICOPOLIS presents HOCUS POCUS! (Fish Bones
Choke Us). The stage explodes with a colorful mix of Magic,
Special Effects, Sleight of Hand, Comedy and Music that's sure
to delight audiences of all ages. At MAGICOPOLIS, 1418
Fourth Street, Santa Monica. Fridays & Saturdays at 8pm, $20.
Saturday & Sundays at 2pm, $15. For tickets call 310-451-2241.

Music Showcase. UnUrban Coffeehouse. 3301 Pico Blvd.,

Santa Monica, (310)315-0056.

The Red Ribbon Squares, Santa Monica's official square dance
club, invites you to enjoy an evening of  plus level square danc-
ing, alternating with round dancing, with an A-1 tip during
break time.  We dance every Saturday at Marine Park from
7:45pm to 10:30pm.  Pre-rounds begin at 7:15pm.  Admission
is $5 for dancers, including refreshments.  Spectators are free.
For more information, please call (310)395-3383

SUNDASUNDAYY

The annual Santa Monica Nativity Scenes is on display at
Palisades Park along Ocean Avenue near Arizona. The 14 light-
ed scenes with life-size figures depicting events surrounding
Christ’s birth will remain on display through January 1. For
more information please call (310) 453-4445.

Puppetolio! presented by the Santa Monica Puppet & Magic
Center. All ages, 3 and up. This musical revue features mari-
onettes, ventriloquism, magic and more. Shows are always fol-
lowed by a demonstration, Q & A, and a tour of the Puppet
workshop and Museum. Saturdays and Sundays at 1pm and
3pm. Wednesdays and Holidays at 1pm. Seats are $6.50. 1255
2nd Street in Santa Monica. Reservations/Information
(310)656-0483. www.puppetmagic.com

MAGICOPOLIS presents HOCUS POCUS! (Fish Bones
Choke Us). The stage explodes with a colorful mix of Magic,
Special Effects, Sleight of Hand, Comedy and Music that's sure
to delight audiences of all ages. At MAGICOPOLIS, 1418
Fourth Street, Santa Monica. Fridays & Saturdays at 8pm, $20.
Saturday & Sundays at 2pm, $15. For tickets call 310-451-2241.

Almost Vaudville. 2 pm and 5 pm. UnUrban Coffeehouse. 3301
Pico Blvd., Santa Monica, (310)315-0056.
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Mother, daughter graduate
By The Associated Press

EAU CLAIRE, Wis. — Mary Berg plans to attend
her daughter’s graduation ceremony this weekend at the
University of Wisconsin at Eau Claire. She’s going not
as a spectator, but as a participant.

Both women have earned bachelor’s degrees in busi-
ness administration with a major in management-human
resources.

They took far different paths to graduation.
Mary Berg, 47, took one class a semester for more

than 13 years. She had expected to complete her degree
before her daughter, Amanda, finished high school, but
that didn’t happen.

Her daughter, now 22, went full-time for four years.
“I always worried about when we would be graduat-

ing, and that it would steal her thunder a little bit,” said
Mary, who works at Hutchinson Technology Inc. as a
materials lead worker.

The family plans to hold a joint graduation party for
the two in mid-January, with more than 100 friends and
relatives.

‘Bat’ burger
By The Associated Press

JACKSON, Tenn. — What would you like on your
burger? Lettuce? Mayo? Pickles?

Perhaps some bat?
A Lexington teenager faces up to six years behind

bars for placing a dead bat on a bun as a joke and giving
it to a man who took a bite, thinking it was a burger,
police said.

The girl, whose identity is being withheld because
she is a juvenile, will be charged with violating a new
law that prohibits tampering with someone’s food and
giving it as a gift, according to Lexington Police
Investigator Donna Hetherington.

“It appears to be a practical joke that went very bad.
She just wasn’t using a whole lot of common sense,”
Hetherington said Thursday.

Timothy Gooch, 21, went to a local hospital’s emer-
gency room after biting into the bat Tuesday night. He
was not injured and the bat tested negative for rabies,
state Health Department spokeswoman Diane Denton
said Thursday.

Hetherington said the bat had been killed when
someone ran over it and that the teen had never seen one
before. “She thought this would be funny, but it wasn’t,”
Hetherington said.

Returning Jesus
By The Associated Press

EMBARRASS, Wis. — Whoever stole the baby
Jesus from a church nativity scene in this central
Wisconsin community apparently was too embarrassed
by news reports to keep it.

After The Post-Crescent of Appleton ran a story on
the theft Tuesday and area television stations reported
on it, the Waupaca County Sheriff’s Department called
the Rev. Todd Jerabek to say the person who took the
statue wanted to return it.

The statue and attached manger, a single unit that had
been screwed to the floor of the nativity set outside Zion
Lutheran Church, were delivered Tuesday evening. The
identity of the thief wasn’t made clear.

Jerabek, pastor of Zion Lutheran, said the church did
not plan to pursue the case with the sheriff’s department,
making any legal charges unlikely. He said the theft was
“a bit disconcerting to many people.”

“Some people were really disappointed,” he said.
“They wondered why would somebody do this, espe-
cially with Christ in front of a church.”

They’ll likely hear about it. When asked if the inci-
dent would be the topic for his holiday services, Jerabek
smiled and said, “I don’t want to give my sermon away.”

Transfer out of town
By The Associated Press

OMER, Mich. — Michigan’s smallest city is getting
even smaller, after a vote to detach one disgruntled fam-
ily’s land.

Upset by the lack of water service, Cheryl and Kevin
Perry and her parents asked to have their land trans-
ferred out of the city of Omer and into surrounding
Arenac Township in Arenac County.

The two communities agreed to put the request to a
vote Tuesday. And by an 82-58 margin, the public gave
the split its blessing.

The township vote was 54-20 for the de-annexation,
while the city vote was 38-28 against. Michigan law
says the combined results determine the outcome.

Omer, with 337 residents, is Michigan’s least popu-
lous city. It is about one mile square and about 120 miles
north of Detroit.

“We are so happy,” Cheryl Perry said. “It was defi-
nitely worth going this route. We got rid of what we
think is an unjust tax.”

The Perry family of four pays a $40 yearly water tax,
though it gets no water service in return. Cheryl Perry’s
parents next door also get no city water.

Omer officials told the family the city was not obli-
gated to extend its water line and not financially able to
do so.


