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Election laws to be given
teeth; level playing field

BY ANDREW H. FIXMER

Special to the Daily Press

Local elections may be meticulously regu-
lated, but the laws are all gums and no teeth,
according to the city attorney.

If a candidate violates Santa Monica’s cam-
paign laws, currently they would be punished
under an umbrella misdemeanor ordinance,
typically paying only a small fine.

Now the Santa Monica City Council has
directed the city attorney to draft criminal and
civil sections for each ordinance, instituting
strong penalties in time for next year’s upcom-
ing elections.

“The current (election) code was adopted a
number of years ago and for whatever reason,
an enforcement provision wasn’t included,”
said Marsha Jones Moutrie, city attorney.
“When you set policies by ordinance, usually
you want to include some kind of enforcement
provision. It’s fairly standard.”

As elections have become contentious here,
they also have grown expensive. By most
accounts, a candidate that does not raise more
than $100,000 doesn’t have a real shot at win-
ning a city council seat.

To combat election financing pressures,
Mayor Michael Feinstien, has recommended

role of public financing in and of itself is the
direction the city, if not the country as a whole,
should be going.”

“The current (election) code
was adopted a number of
years ago and for whatever
reason, an enforcement
provision wasn’t included.”

— MARSHA JONES MOUTRIE
Santa Monica city attorney

Currently, candidates get three public
debates and a one-on-one candidate interview
repeatedly aired on city television, channel 16,
along with a five-minute candidate video
streamed through the city’s web site.

stronger public financing by the city.
“Public financing is the new policy direction

“We need to increase the floor for public

we have taken,” he said. “My feeling is that the

sprayer.

See ELECTIONS, page 3

Linwood Fenderson washes away city grit from the sidewalk on
Wilshire Boulevard Tuesday morning with a heavy-duty power

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press

California uses star power to jump-start tourism

BY SIMON AVERY

AP Business Writer

LOS ANGELES — California dropped a few names
and some big bucks into its latest ad campaign aimed at
boosting the state’s slumping tourism.

Gov. Gray Davis unveiled a 30-second television
commercial Tuesday featuring actors Clint Eastwood and
Jack Nicholson that urges people to start traveling again
following the September terrorist attacks in New York.

“Get out there,” says a leisurely Eastwood from the
Pebble Beach golf course.

Nicholson weighs in from courtside at Staples Center
in Los Angeles. All work and no play “makes Jack a dull
boy,” he says with his trademark grin.

The ad, which also features world champion freestyle
skier Glen Plake and restaurateur Michael Chow, will run
in California and Mexico as part of a $7.5 million cam-
paign, the second round of tourism marketing by the state
since the attacks.

In October, the government spent $5 million on print,
radio and TV ads — its first attempt ever at encouraging
Californians to enjoy their own state.

Immediately following Sept. 11, California saw a 50
percent drop in tourism. The numbers have bounced back

but are still 10 percent lower than last year, according to
the California Technology, Trade and Commerce Agency.
Davis said the latest campaign is more upbeat than the
dreamy, sunset tone of the first. It’s designed to be a shot
in the arm to the hospitality industry, which has lost thou-
sands of jobs in the last three months, he said.
“American soldiers are fighting overseas and we’re
fighting back here to restore the economy,” he said
before debuting the ad at a red-carpet ceremony outside

Grauman’s Chinese Theater on Hollywood Boulevard.
California’s Economic Development Department is
funding the promotion with existing money, the gover-
nor’s office said. Davis has proposed $2.24 billion in cuts
to the current state budget after forecasts that the next

budget could produce a $12.4 billion deficit.
Locals on Hollywood Boulevard said they supported

the marketing campaign.

See TOURISM, page 3

Company sues Lakers’ Koby Bryant

By the Associated Press

Lakers star Kobe Bryant was sued by an engineering
company that claims he owes $362,156 for helping
remodel his Pacific Palisades property.

The suit was filed Friday in Superior Court and made
public Wednesday. It claims that Bryant hired Calex
Engineering to excavate, grade and perform other work at
the site. The company “fully performed its contract obli-
gations” but is still owed money, according to the suit.

Two similar lawsuits were filed against Bryant by other

companies in September and October.

Bryant’s lawyer said the allegations are without merit
and will be fought.

The contractors “filed claims far in excess of the value
of the work performed,” attorney Rick August said.

“Whether it’s because of Mr. Bryant’s celebrity or oth-
erwise,” the contractors have tried to collect “far more
than they’re entitled to,” August said.

Other contractors have been paid, he said.

“Mr. Bryant has and will continue to pay all legitimate
claims for work done on his property,” he said.
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Looking for the Daily Press?

The Santa Monica Daily Press is a free newspaper that is circulated
throughout all six commercial zones within the Santa Monica city limits.

Hundreds of copies can be found in
news racks and at these local businesses:

Lincoln Street Locations:

* Vons

* Denny’s

* Chevron

» The Coffee Bean
* Donut King

» Wildflower

» JP’s Market

* Big Bowl

» Tommy’s Burger
* Bill’s Liquor

* Lincoln Barbers
* Legal Grind

* Ex lube

» Poncho’s Taco

* Starbucks

This is not a complete list.
You can find more copies in these areas:

* Montana Avenue Commercial Zone

e Santa Monica Boulevard

¢ The Downtown Commercial Core (including Third Street Promenade)
¢ Wilshire Boulevard

¢ Main Street Commercial District

Additional circulation points include:
* Major Hotels on Ocean Avenue
¢ Retail businesses on the Boardwalk and Santa Monica Pier districts
¢ Commercial zones on Pico and Ocean Park Boulevard.

If you are interested in becoming a distribution point (it’s free and gives your customers
Just one more reason to come in), please call 310-458-PRESS (7737) x 104

DELIVERY
PERSON
NEEDED

SIX DAYS A WEEK

Monday through Saturday
Late Mornings - Afternoon

Requirements:
e CLEAN DRIVING RECORD
e RELIABLE TRANSPORTATION
e VALID CA DRIVERS LICENSE
e AUTO INSURANCE

Please apply in person
between 11am-1pm
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530 Wilshire Blvd. Suite #200
Santa Monica

JACQUELINE BIGAR'S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you'll have:

i -Dynamic [T
@ ARIES (March 21-April 19)

[T Smile at a surprise this morning. Someone
cannot help himself or herself —he or she let the cat out
of the bag. Add more happiness wherever you go,
whether it is bringing Christmas cookies or smiling at
someone who seems a bit glum. Others see you as a win-
ner. Tonight: Where your friends are, again.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

[ Stay on top of a situation. Understand more of
what a boss expects by asking poignant questions. A
friendship grows because of your support and caring.
Schedule time with a dear friend or loved one. You’ve got
a lot to talk about. Tonight: Out and about.

@ GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
[T Excitement surrounds communication. A part-

ner softens up considerably because of news that you
share. Greet the unexpected with a smile, and so will oth-
ers. Do what you can to help people relax and not get into
the holiday panic. Do the same for yourself! Tonight:
Check out the music store.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)

[ Deal with someone directly on a one-on-one
level. Support somebody in last-minute changes.
Someone’s nerves are fried; this person needs your help.
Your words of support and your nurturing style can make
the difference between success and failure. Tonight: Be a
duo.

) LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

([ Others greet you in unexpected and positive
ways. A child or new friend shares his or her strong feel-
ings. Don’t be surprised by your reaction. You might not
have realized how strongly you felt until this very
moment. Feelings expound. Tonight: Follow someone’s
wishes.

@ VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
[ You deal with unanticipated curves well. In fact,

with your generous nature, you don’t take others for
granted and you appreciate efforts from those around you.
Let a family member or roommate know when you will
have time for him or her, rather than keep putting this per-
son off. Tonight: Buy something special for dinner.

&gl WEATHER

-Positive [

-Average [ -So-so [-Difficult

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

[T Someone admires you. If you are open, more
could develop with this relationship. Consider alternatives
surrounding this person carefully. Increase a child’s self-
confidence through building his or her ego and plugging
self-criticism. Tonight: Be naughty and very, very nice.

@ SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

I  You might be trying to finish off last-minute touch-
es or ideas for the holidays. Don’t forget to spend some
money on yourself! Why not buy that item that you covet?
Laugh with a family member who has an uncanny sense
of humor. Tonight: Pass the eggnog, please.

@SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

(I Don’t count on others coming through as
you expected. Though feelings should not be in question,
you might feel insecure. Your softer and more affection-
ate nature emerges with more knowledge and understand-
ing. Be spontaneous, especially with a neighbor or rela-
tive. Tonight: Leap and the net will appear.

@CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

[  Expenses could easily shock you. You’re over-
spending. Perhaps you are going overboard rather than
expressing your feelings, and possibly your insecurities.
Listen to your sixth sense when dealing with finances.
You know when enough is enough. Follow through using
self-discipline. Tonight: Think before spending.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

I The unexpected does occur. You could
surprise yourself by what you do and say. Clear out a
problem before it becomes an albatross. Your spontaneity
allows someone to express his or her affection. Do some-
thing together, even if it’s for just a short while. Tonight:
Keep smiling.

w5/ PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

[  Take a deep breath and carefully think through a
decision that involves someone whom you put on a
pedestal. Let this person know just how important he or
she are through words as well as actions. You gain insight
about this person, yourself or both. Tonight: Get some
extra sleep.

Tomorrow ... Partly cloudy

Today ... Sunny with a high 68°F. Winds from the Northwest at 5mph.
Tonight ... Partly cloudy with a low of 45°F. Winds from the West Northwest at 2mph.
High—60°F

Low—48°F

=4 QUOTE of the DAY

“When we talk to God, we’re praying. When
God talks to us, we’re schizophrenic.”

— Lily Tomlin

fied. His name is Dan Sheridan.

CORRECTION — In a story that ran Dec. 17, the address of City Hall was incor-
rect. Those interested in seeking a position on the Third Street Promenade task force
should submit their applications to 1685 Main Street, Santa Monica, CA., 90041.

In a story that ran Dec. 18 regarding auto dealerships, a car dealer was misidenti-
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$9M Palisades Park project
pays oft through award

By Daily Press staff

There’s a reason why Santa Monicans
flock to Palisades Park — it is a nationally
recognized landscape.

The city of Santa Monica has announced
that the renovation of Palisades Park has won
an American Society of Landscape Architects
honor award.

San Diego-based design firm Wallace
Roberts & Todd accepted the award recogniz-
ing the work that went into the design and
construction of the city’s $9 million beach
improvement group project, which renovated
the north part of the park and the Santa
Monica beachfront from the pier south to Bay
Street.

Thirty entries were submitted for the honor
award, and only Palisades Park was selected
for recognition by the ASLA. The beachfront
part of the project also was recognized, and
received a 2001 merit award from the ASLA.

This is not the first award for the project.
In May, 2000, the renovation of Palisades
Park won the prestigious Royce Neuschatz
Award for historic landscapes from the Los

Angeles Conservancy. The project also has
been featured in several design publications.

Palisades Park was originally dedicated in
1892. Notable features of the 14-block-long
linear green space include the Rose Garden,
Pergola, craftsman-era stone gates, the senior
center, and Camera Obscura. Numerous other
monuments and statues are located within the
park expanse.

New elements as part of the renovation
include “The Beacon,” a dramatic wood-
plank overlook at the California incline, the
“Millennium Wall” located at Inspiration
Point, the Veterans’ Memorial near Arizona
Avenue (dedicated on Veterans’ Day 1999),
three restroom buildings, a jogging path, and
replaced fencing.

The project was funded through a combi-
nation of city and Los Angeles County

Proposition A (Safe Neighborhood Parks Act) |

dollars, and was designed in collaboration by
the San Diego office of Wallace, Roberts, and
Todd, artist Jody Pinto, and architect Maris
Peika. Valley Crest Landscape completed the
construction improvements in October, 1999.

Councilman Holbrook not
running for re-election

ELECTIONS, from page 1

financing so that all excess fundraising just
becomes the frosting on the cake,” Feinstein
said. “But the basic message of each candi-
date gets out there no matter how much they
raise.”

“Until | can get a $100,000
together, which usually
takes me and a couple other
people pooling our
resources, | can’t get the
necessary mailers out. But
without that kind of money
you can’t do any kind of
significant campaigning.”

— BOB HOLBROOK
City councilman

Those who have run before complain that
the $250 donation limit on candidates is the
root of the problem. To raise the necessary
money, some candidates have said they must
either campaign for a lot of individual contri-
butions, which requires a lot of time, or they
have to accept soft money from organizations
and political parties.

“Until I can get a $100,000 together, which
usually takes me and a couple other people
pooling our resources, | can’t get the neces-
sary mailers out. But without that kind of
money you can’t do any kind of significant

campaigning,” said Councilman Bob
Holbrook. “Most of my colleagues have had
to make significant concessions to raise that
kind of money.”

Holbrook has said he will not run for re-
election next year when his current term is up,
saying late council meetings and the high cost
of elections have worn him out.

“If you’re just an average working person,
you don’t have that kind of backing,” he said.
“You just don’t stand a chance.”

Feinstien would like to level the playing
field through public financing. He believes
the city should enact laws similar to the gov-
ernor’s race. When a candidate demonstrates
grassroots support by receiving 200 contribu-
tions of §5 or more, they receive public fund-
ing.
“It’s really an incentive to contribution
limits,” he said. “By gaining a certain number
of small contributions showing grassroots
support, on that basis, you receive some level
of public support.”

Councilman Herb Katz said Santa
Monicans for Renters Rights has skewed
local elections by hiring professional
fundraisers and campaign staff. Without
their backing, Katz said, a candidate would
be outspent and non-competitive.

“Raise the (donation) ceiling and let
everybody run,” he said. “That way we can
meet the funding of SMRR and compete.”

The council has asked the city attorney to
study whether donations could be tied to a
cost of living index so donation levels could
be raised, along with the cost of running an
election.

None of the proposals would take effect
until the next election cycle in 2002.

“We don’t like to make changes just
before an election,” said Moutrie. “We don’t
want council members to change anything
just before an election because we don’t
want to fuss with the rules just before a new
election begins.”

S
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Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press

A couple spends Tuesday afternoon looking at the Pacific Ocean from
one of the numerous landmarks at Palisades Park, which has recently

won an architectural award.

Sewage spill closes one
mile of Laguna Beach

By the Associated Press

LAGUNA BEACH — Surf’s off-
limits at part of Laguna Beach, where
a 4,400-gallon sewage spill on
Monday closed about a mile of the
city’s beaches, an area that will remain
shut until testing shows it is safe to the
public.

Tree roots blocked an 8-inch
sewage line forcing 6,000 gallons of
human waste into back yards, streets
and a storm drain, which discharges
onto the beach, said Orange County
Health Care Agency spokeswoman

Monica Mazur. Workers recovered
about 1,600 gallons.

Monday’s spill closure is the ninth
this year in Laguna Beach and the
50th countywide. Last year, the city
agreed to pay a $60,000 fine imposed
by state water officials and has since
raised sewer rates and spent millions
rehabilitating its aging system.

Swimming in sewage-tainted water
can cause gastrointestinal problems
such as nausea, vomiting or diarrhea;
eye, ear, nose and throat infections;
and viral diseases such as hepatitis.

Stars come out to help
tourism in Los Angeles

TOURISM, from page 1

“I’m not particularly afraid of trav-
el myself. But this is a good idea.
Popular people can be opinion lead-
ers,” said Robby Downing, a student
living in Los Angeles.

“It can’t hurt,” added Jerry
Perchesky, an L.A.-based actor who
travels regularly up to Monterey Bay
to see family. “But a lot depends on

the economy.”

Tourism is California’s third largest
industry, worth $74.9 billion annually,
and it generates $5 billion a year in tax
revenue. It employs more than 1.1 mil-
lion people.

The latest ad follows a similar pro-
motional effort by New York, which
featured celebrities Barbara Walters,
Billy Crystal, Woody Allen and Robert
DeNiro.
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TENZER

Commerical Brokerage Group, Inc.

Happy Chanukkah
from all of us at
Tenzer Commereial!

1334 Third Street Promenade, Suite 306 * Santa Monica, California 90401
Tel: (310) 935-8383 « FAX (310) 395-7872

*$almon - *Grilled Shrimp

*with rice, potatoes, coleslaw

Sorry, cannot be combined
with coupons or other offers

1220 3rd St. Promenade
Santa Monica
310.395.5538
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*Gatch of the Day - Shrimp Pasta
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in the Westside Food Bank

% HOLIDAY
FOOD DRIVE

Drop Off Canned Goods at

Westside Food Bank
Warehouse
1710 22nd St.
Santa Monica
Monday-Friday

Tam-1pm

Santa Monica Chamber

of Commerce
501 Colorado Ave. #150
Monday-Friday
9am-noon

Ipm-5pm

Your donations will help supply food to 65 social agencies in Santa Monica,
Venice, Culver City, West LA, Inglewood and West Hollywood.

WESTSIDE FOOD BANK

\

P.O. BOX 1565, Santa Monica, CA 90406
310) 828-6016 Fax: (310) 828-2646
www.westsidefoodbankca.org
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City to considers paying
$1.5 million for airport P.R.

By the Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — The commission
that oversees the Los Angeles
International Airport has given the go-
ahead to pay a public relations consultant
$1.5 million even though the airport faces
a financial crisis following the Sept. 11
attacks.

Airport commissioners have slashed
some programs but earlier this month
agreed to pay up to $1.5 million to a pub-
lic relations firm that is loyal to Mayor
James Hahn. The company’s boss, Chuck
Winner, hosted three fund-raisers for
Hahn when he ran for mayor earlier this
year. He and some of his employees gave
more than $20,000 of their own money to
campaign.

The airport agency hired Winner &
Associates in late 1998 to promote the
now-defunct $12-billion LAX expansion
plan. Some critics say the public relations
firm is no longer needed because Hahn
scrapped the master plan created by his
predecessor, Richard Riordan, and called
for a new alternative.

Airport commissioners ordered the
extension of the firm’s $9 million contract
even after staffers cut the item out of the
budget. Some council members are infuri-
ated that the commission suggested to
extend the contract and not use the money
for other means.

“What is this contract for?” said
Councilwoman Ruth Galanter. “The

Riordan plan is ostensibly dead, so there’s
no reason for them to be disseminating
information about that. And the Hahn plan
is not invented yet. So there’s no reason
for them to disseminate information about
that.”

Hahn’s deputy mayor dispelled the
myth that Hahn has manipulated the air-
port board to keep a campaign donor on
the city ledger.

“It’s an odd argument for critics to
make that it’s a quid pro quo for someone
that has been on contract and working for
the airport for a number of years,” said
Deputy Mayor Matt Middlebrook.

Airport Commission President Ted
Stein said the public relations contract is
needed because if expansion plans move
rapidly there needs to be an organization
that can deal with the public and media.
Stein said his agency will only spend as
much of the $1.5 million as needed.

The City Council plans to review the
contract Tuesday.

Most airports are struggling financially
as travel figures dropped after Sept. 11.
LAX faces a $127 million in the current
fiscal year. But Winner said he is not rob-
bing the city and believes his firm is doing
a good job.

“Anyone who’s making that accusation
doesn’t know me—that’s flat-out wrong,”
Winner said. “If we weren’t doing a good
job, I promise you no one would be com-
ing back to us.”

Big money politics hits
CA governor’s race

BY ALEXA HAUSSLER

Associated Press Writer

SACRAMENTO — Their numbers
are growing on America’s campaign
trails: rich businessmen like Michael
Bloomberg and Jon Corzine with millions
— even billions — of dollars to burn on a
political race.

Voters in California are seeing the phe-
nomenon in the 2002 governor’s race.

Two wealthy investors — former Los
Angeles Mayor Richard Riordan and
businessman Bill Simon — are seeking

the Republican nomination to challenge
Democratic Gov. Gray Davis.

Rich candidates may have the edge in
buying TV commercials, but analysts say
they are also under greater scrutiny for
potential conflicts of interest and face the
challenge of convincing voters they care
about them.

“Voters may not think that you are
empathizing with their day-to-day prob-
lems,” said Mark DiCamillo, director of
California’s Field Poll. That creates “an
additional burden to justify what makes
you qualified to run for governor.”

This is not a new trend; rich Americans
have sought political office since the days
of George Washington, a wealthy planter.
Many succeed and others have spent for-
tunes failing.

Lately, however, personal campaign
spending has soared to a new level.

Media  mogul  Bloomberg, a
Republican, spent a record-shattering
$68.9 million — or $92.60 per vote — to

get elected mayor in New York. That is
the most spent by any U.S. candidate
short of a White House contender.

Corzine, a Democrat and former part-
ner at the investment bank Goldman
Sachs, spent more than $60 million of his
own fortune to win a Senate seat in New
Jersey last year. That is nearly as much as
Texas billionaire H. Ross Perot spent on
his failed presidential bid in 1992.

Criticism of such wealth is inevitable:
Former President Bush, for example, took
heat when he could not name the price of
a loaf of bread and seemed puzzled by a
supermarket checkout scanner. Big
money also sparks calls for campaign-
finance reform.

“There are always going to be wealthy
candidates, but from our perspective the
problem is that they can often dissuade
other good candidates from entering the
race,” said Jim Knox, executive director
of California Common Cause, a political
reform group.

California has seen its share of wealthy
candidates, including Democratic Sen.
Dianne Feinstein. Millionaire losers
include Michael Huffington, Darrell Issa,
Ron Unz and Al Checchi.

Riordan and Simon have said they
will not rely solely on their own money
to finance their campaigns. Simon has so
far raised more than $3.8 million, includ-
ing some $600,000 of his own money.
Riordan, who spent about $6.3 million of
his own money running in Los Angeles
in 1993 and 1997, has collected more
than $4 million.
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New York cathedral
perishes in fierce fire

BY DIEGO IBARGUEN

Associated Press Writer

NEW YORK — A fierce fire damaged
the century-old Cathedral of St. John the
Divine on Tuesday, filling one of the
largest churches in the world with smoke
and threatening its rare 17th century tap-
estries just a week before Christmas.

The flames that broke out at the mas-
sive Gothic stone structure were confined
to a gift shop, which was destroyed. But
as much as 3 inches of water covered the
floor of the nave.

Bishop Mark Sisk said Christmas serv-
ices would go on, but other seasonal
events — including two performances of
Handel’s “Messiah” — were left in doubt.
The cathedral is the principal church of
the Episcopal Diocese of New York.

As many as 200 firefighters battled the
blaze. No injuries were reported. The
cause of the fire was not immediately
known.

“We were just crying all the way down
here,” said Margaret Hurwitz, whose son,
Nicholas, 12, attends the Cathedral
School, on the grounds of the cathedral.
“You know, after the World Trade towers,
you want something to be secure. This is
where we came that day.”

The extent of the damage was not
immediately clear, but Sisk said two of
six Barberini tapestries that hung inside
the nave were severely damaged. The
textiles, part of a set of 12 made on the
official papal looms, depict the life of

“This is a big part of my world, taking
care of these tapestries,” said a distraught
Marlene Eidelhut, director of textile con-
servation.

The fire was reported about 7 a.m., an
hour before the first Mass of the day, and
was believed to have started in the gift
shop, which lost its two-story-high wood-
en roof. Flames climbed high into the sky,
and black smoke billowed from the cathe-
dral.

The blaze was brought under control
after about 2 1/2 hours, but the upper
reaches of the cathedral’s nave were full
of heavy smoke.

None of the more than 150 stained-
glass windows appeared to be damaged.

Two Masses are traditionally held on
Christmas, each of which typically
attracts as many as 5,000 people.
Thousands of people visit the cathedral
each day, and it holds 30 services a week.

“My suspicion is that once they get the
smoke out of the cathedral, the most serv-
ices possible will resume,” said Jere
Farrah, a spokesman for the cathedral. He
said it was too early to say how long that
might take.

The building is in the Morningside
Heights neighborhood on the edge of
Harlem, a few blocks from Columbia
University. The Encyclopedia of New
York City describes it as the nation’s
largest cathedral. It is big enough to hold
two football fields.

Farrah described the church’s stone
structure as “indestructible.”

Actress Pamela Anderson, right, leaves a Los Angeles courthouse with an
unidentified private security guard following an appearance in court con-
cerning a custody dispute with ex-husband Tommy Lee on Tuesday. Lee is
fighting for custody of his two children in a nasty custody battle that has the
rocker challenging ex-wife Anderson's allegations that Lee is an unfit father

who exposes his children to danger.
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Giant panda gives birth

By the Associated Press

TOKYO — Mei Mei the giant panda
has given birth to a male cub, the fifth of
the rare species born in Japan, a zoo offi-
cial said Tuesday.

The 6.65-ounce cub was born Monday
at the Adventure World Park zoo in west-
ern Japan, park official Takuya Okada
said. Both Mei Mei, who weighs 224
pounds, and her cub are in good condi-
tion, he said.

The cub is the fifth panda born in Japan
since 1985, and brings to six the number
of pandas in the country.

The cub was the second born to the 7-
year-old Mei Mei, who gave birth to a
female last year at Adventure World in
Wakayama, 280 miles southwest of
Tokyo, after being artificially inseminated
in China.

Mei Mei conceived the cub born
Monday after mating with Eimei, a panda
loaned to the park from China.

Components failed preflight
check betfore flight 587 crash

BY JONATHAN D. SALANT

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — The components
that keep an airplane’s nose up and the
aircraft from swaying failed to work dur-
ing a preflight check of American Airlines
Flight 587, the National Transportation
Safety Board reported Tuesday. The plane

J crashed last month soon after taking off

from Kennedy Airport.

NTSB investigators, after reviewing
the plane’s maintenance logs, said the
problem was resolved when a mechanic
reset the computer that controls the pitch
trim, which helps keep the nose up or
down, and the yaw damper, which con-
trols the rudder to reduce movement from
side to side.

Aviation consultant Jim McKenna said
safety investigators will focus on those
components of the Airbus A300-600.
“They’ll take a very close look at it,”

The Nov. 12 crash killed all 260 people on
board and five on the ground.

Following the accident, the Federal
Aviation Administration ordered inspec-
tions of the tail, which is made from
lighter-weight, nonmetallic composites.

The NTSB is conducting ultrasound
and other inspections of the vertical stabi-
lizer and rudder, and is developing a plan
for additional tests of the composites.

Maintenance records showed that the
vertical stabilizer and rudder last were
inspected visually in December 1999, and
no problems were reported, the NTSB
said.

Board investigators reported that they
found no evidence that the engines broke
apart, sending shrapnel into nearby con-
trol systems, nor any evidence of a colli-
sion with a bird. There also was no evi-
dence that there was a fire or a malfunc-
tion.

NTSB investigators again reported that

New York City firefighters hose down remnants of a five-alarm blaze on the north
side of the Cathedral of St. John the Divine on Manhattan's upper Westside in
New York on Tuesday. The early morning fire was contained by firefighters before
reaching the main naive. The Cathedral of St. John the Divine is reported to be
the largest Gothic cathderal in the world.

McKenna said.

The NTSB said that the vertical stabi-
lizer — or tail fin — and the attached rud-
der fell off the plane, as did both engines.

they have found no evidence of a terrorist
attack. All the evidence continues to indi-
cate that the crash of Flight 587 was an
accident, the board said.
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NVEWS OF THE WEIRD

by Chuck Shepard

It doesn’t take much to be in politics

* Pennsylvania state Rep. Jane Baker, 56, said she will run for a second term next
year even though she told a jury recently that injuries from a traffic accident had left
her largely cognitively disabled. Baker, who lives near Allentown, said she "needs
help with reading and understanding material and carrying on conversations" due to
head injuries and told the jury that in fact she is "virtually unemployable" except for
her position in the Legislature. (The jury awarded her $2.9 million in November.)

CROSSWORD

PIO|S|E/[RIMS|LIA|T|S
By THOMAS JOSEPH JRAUGNH GEGGR
P{A[UIL|G|A]U|G|U] I[N
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cat - 3Gun M | DJAIS
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13 Give hermit PIAIUILICIE[ZIAININIE
over 5 Carry A/G/R|E/EJRA[R|T|I[E
14 Over- 6 Hearty TIOINJE|SERNIE|S|T|S
supply dish Yesterday’'s answer
15 City on 7 Writer
the Nelson 19 Expensive 35 Join the
Passaic 8 White wrap regatta
17 Notoriety pebble 21 Airs 36 Writer
20 Takes a 9 Flightless 22 Gushes Ferber
breather bird forth 37 Little lie
23 “Exodus” 10 Collector’s 24 Jury 38 Lyric poem
hero goal members 40 Balderdash
24 Emphasize 16 Met 25Select 41 Summer
26 Perfect highlights 30 One in on the
rating 17 Deadly front Seine
27 Mileage- 18 Concert 33 Rorschach 42 Fishing
rating grp.  venue creations aid
28 Count (I - R R 78 0
start f
29 Low " 12
socks 3 VR
31 Fresh
32CD player 15 16
part 17 (18 [19 20 21 |2
33 Harry's
wife 23 24 |25
34 Mortar- 26 57 28
board
feature 9 30 31
37 Suste- ) 3
nance
39 Fond 34 35 (%
person 37 |38 39 40 41 42
43 Not busy
44 Completely [43 4“4
45 Bar order |z T3
46 Survived
12-19
For answers to today's crossword, call
STIJMPED? 1-900-454-7377! 99¢ per minute, touch-
s tone/rotary phones. (18+ only.) AKing
Features service, NYC.

GET NOTICED!
ADVERTISE!

100% ORGANIC NEWS ...
PICKED FRESH DAILY.

Santa Wonica Daily Dress

310.458.7737
Fax: 310.576.9913
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CLASSIFIEDS

FLORAL DESIGNER needed
for flower shop in Century City.
Please call (310)785-0669

GENERAL OFFICE Assistant
for busy Marina Del Rey travel
office. Microsoft Word, Excel.
Contact: Billy (310)823-7979

HAIR STYLIST, ESTHETICIAN
& RECEPTIONIST wanted for
Campus Cuts salon at UCLA. 2
positions open. Stylist Minimun
2 years experience. (310)206-
4770

MANICURIST FOR Busy Santa
Monica Salon. Full-time, com-
mission or rented. Open 9am-
8pm. (310)450-8669

RECEPTIONIST FOR busy up-

scale Brentwood Salon. Full-
time, Tues. - Sat. Position
starts  January 1  2002.

(310)471-5555

RETAIL SALES for S.M. chil-
dren’s clothing manufacturer
outlet store. Day hours, P/T or
F/T including Saturdays. Great
benefits, medical, dental &
401K Fax resume 310-829-
1485 or call (310)453-3527 ext.
206

REWARDING SALES CA-
REER. Int'l firm with 16 years
success track record seeks ex-
perienced business person M/F
to sponsor & coach clients on
maximizing & protecting wealth.
Comprehensive training & sup-
port. Call  Mr. Kenedy
(800)600-5149

Santa Monica Daily Press is hir-
ing experienced journalists.
Daily newspaper experience
preferred.  Applicants should
have a flare for hard news.
Send resumes to Carolyn Sack-
ariason at P.O. Box 1380 Santa
Monica, CA 90406-1380

THE SANTA Monica Daily
Press is looking for Advertising
Account Executives. Print ad-
vertising and consultave/solu-
tion based selling experience a
plus. Email resume and cover
letter to Ross at
ross@smdp.com

WEB DESIGNER, P/T or con-
tract needed at the Santa Moni-
ca Daily Press. Resume to
ross@smdp.com

 Forsale

ADULT 3 wheel bicycle. One
year old and had been ridden
12-15 hours. (310)450-2395

Santa Wonica Daily J0ress

P.O. Box 1380

Phone: 310-458-7737
FAX: 310-576-9913

SONY VAIO R505JSlaptop.
850 MHz, 30G, CDRW/DVD,
256 MB RAM, 10/100, Windows
XP, 12.1” Active Matrix screen.
Super thin, super light and su-
per fast! $2000 (orig. $2496).
Chris (310)821-5611

" boas

20’ CAL: Good condition. Com-
pletely stock. Xtra Geona sail.
Motor. Incl. cust. trailer. $1900
(310)391-4051

24’ ISLANDER ‘66: 6hp Evin-
rude, 6-gal metal tank, radio,
galley, sleeps 4 $1990 obo
(310)645-3104

27'BAYLINER BUCCANEER
Great live-aboard, very spa-
cious, aft cabin MUST SELL!
$5950 obo. (310)417-4141

 Vianed |

- ALBANIA -

If Albanian is your native
tongue and you have time to
teach two elderly people a little
of that language, Please call
(310)450-2395.

[ ForRent |

27" CATALINA, Immac liva-
boad/Cruiser. Many xtras.
MdR slip. $6900 obo (310)892-
4616

FURNISHED BEACH front stu-
dios from $3350/mo. 1 bed-
rooms from $4000/mo.
(310)917-1398

LADERA HEIGHTS: Single
4820 Slauson Ave. #1 Stove,
carpet, blinds, laundry, parking,
no pets. $500 & up Call 323-
298-0221

MAR VISTA: Single 12746 Pa-
cific Ave. #4 Stove, frig, D/W,
AIC, carpet, blinds, laundry, in-
tercom-entry, parking, no pets.
$700 Call 310-578-7512

MARINA DEL REY 2 bd 2 ba
condominium on the Waterfront.
Big views. $2025/month. Pool,
Jacuzzi, very desirable.
(310)718-3012

MDR LUXURY Silver Strand
Ocean view, Lrg 2bdr, 2ba.
Frplc D/W, pool, A/C, tennis,
sauna, spa, sec, nr bch. $2300.
(310)306-0363

OFFICE SUBLET; 1, 2, or 3 of-
fices available. Great location
in Santa Monica starting @
$450.00/month. available imm-
ed. Steve (310)392-6100

Santa Monica, CA 90406-1380

B FTES

$14.80 per column

inch for display ads.
$5.00 per day for
the first 10 words.
50¢ per word for

each additional word.

PDR MANITOBA West 2bdr +
loft Condo. New crpt/paint.
Pool, spa, hot tub tennis, pad-
dle tennis, gym. Available now.
$1700mo Agt Sheila: (310)338-
1311

PDR: LUXURY Condo 2bd/2ba,
frple, 2 balc, pools, jacuzzi, sau-
na, W/D in unit, racquet ball
courts, security parking, exer-
cise room, all appliances, 1

year lease $1750 (310)871-
7812
S.M.: 2+1, 3 blocks to beach.

Huge balcony, parkay floors,
Indry, prkg. Ocean view. $2100.
(310)399-1273

SANTA MONICA Ocean, pan-
oramic view, 1bd furn/unfurn
$1500 & $2100. Luxury furn 2
bd $3500. Prime loc., walk to
3rd St. Promenade & pier. Full
kitchen, assigned parking, se-
cured building, new appliances.
Call for appointment. (310)399-
3472

SANTA MONICA $2000/mo.
1844 Euclid, 2bd/lba home.
Eat-in kitchen, dining room, fire-
place, new floors throughout,
rear patio, front patio, front
yard, parking. (310)592-5346
Jeff

SANTA MONICA New, Archi-
tectural Tri-Level, 3bdrm, 3ba +
Study, Twnhse,  Skylights.
Gourmet granite kitchen. 12’
ceil., Scenic Roof Deck, spa,
gated parking, intercom access,
DSL. $2900/mo. (310)454-4210
SM $1800 2+2. Approxi-
mately 1100s.f. 2 car enclosed
gar. No. of Wilshire Bl. Walk to
Montana Shops. 2020 Wash-
ington Ave. Call: (310)395-1880

SM $1395 Spacious 2 Bdrm 1
Ba with prkg. New carpet. 501
Raymond Ave. (310)573-7452

SM $1400 Lg 2 bdrm 1 ba,
hrdwd fl, lots of closets, stove,

prkg, Idry rm Quiet area
(310)396-1644
SM: 3 bdrm live/lwork pent-

house apt. Amenities include
phone answering, reception,
state of the art conference
rooms & facilities, high-speed
(T1) Internet and wired comput-
er ports. Modern full kitchens &
baths. Two large terraces
w/ocean view. $3,000. For info
& appointmt: (310)-526-0315.
Weekends (310)-890-0310.

STUDIO SPACE FOR LEASE
avail 1500sf Santa Monica. AM,
Eves, Sun, for classes, work-
shops, meetings. E. Pico, Am-
ple Parking. Karen 310-396-
5990

VENICE BEACH Lrg 1+1 apt.
Enclosed patio, 1/2 block to
beach. N/p w/stv & refrig $1250
(310)641-1149

VENICE HOUSE for rent
$1975. 3+1 Approx. 1000s.f.
Hrdwd & carpets. Remodeled
kitchen, pvt. garden. Very
clean. New appliances, inside
WI/D. 2477 Walnut Ave.

Call: (310)395-1880

VENICE: $1350 1Bdr + 1Ba
Hdwd floors. W/D in unit. 1128
6th Ave. No pets. (310)399-
7235

VENICE: $995, 1Bdrm & Sin-
gle $850. Stove, refrig, carpet,
laundry, utilities included, park-
ing, no pets. 501 N. Venice
Blvd. Call 9am to 7pm JKW
Properties 310-574-6767

VENICE: 2bdrm+2bath, park-
ing,1 block from beach, mini
bar, $1700 + sec. dep.
(310)305-9659

VENICE: DUPLEX 2+1 W/D,
appliances, hardwood floors
$1700 2 blocks to Abbot Kin-
ney. N/P 627 San Juan Ave.
(310)399-7235

VENICE: Lrg 1+1 wigrt lite.
Huge closet, stove, W/D on site.
Off the canals. $1325
(310)305-8109

VENICE: 3+2, Lrg, sunny up-
per unit, 4 plex. French doors,
balcony, parking. $2100
(310)581-5379

VENICE: ON BOARDWALK
Sec. building. Clean 1bd/loft
bdrm+1.2 level balcony.
wivu.frig, stv., D/W, Indry, gtd,
prkg. $1850. (310)823-6349

W. LA 2464 Barrington 3bdr,
3ba Lrg rooms, all appliances
included. Fireplace, marble
countertops, in unit W/D. Gated
parking elevator, intercom en-
try. $2195. OPEN DAILY. Mgr.
Call: (310)390-9401

W. LA: 2464 Barrington Ave.
4bd/4ba  Very Lrg unit, spa-
cious closets, marble counters,
stove, refrig, d/w, nu paint, frplc,
gtd prkg intercom entry, eleva-

tor. W/D in unit. Open daily.
$2695. Mgr. Call: (310)390-
9401

W. LOS ANGELES: 1+1 2471
Sawtelle Blvd. #103  Stove,
D/W, AIC, fireplace, blinds, car-
pet, laundry, intercom-entry,
gated parking, cat ok. $1050
Call 310-578-7512

Commercial Lease

RESTAURANT  SPACE for
lease. Office space for lease.
Santa Monica. 2204/2206 Lin-
coln. Jeff (310)452-0344

96 VOLVO 850 turbo, teal blue
with tan interior 61,000 miles
(310)280-0840

Services

AT YOUR SERVICE!
Professional Personal Assis-
tant. Strong office skills. Great
references, reliable transporta-
tion. (310)452-4310

BUSINESS WRITER/MEDIA re-
lations specialist: offers 16
years experience in public rela-
tions and investor relations
available for short and long-ter
m assignments. Call Jane to-
day to implement strategy for
improved media coverage and
increased customer/investor in-
terest (310)452-4310

CHILD & ELDERLY CARE: Ex-
perienced Mature, female, veg-
etarian available immeadiately
for caregiving. XInt references.
Call Omanasa (310)314-8248

CHILD CARE: Mature, intelli-
gent, kind & compassionate.
Former nursery school experi-
ence. References available.
Audry Norris (310)854-2053

CHRISTMAS FAMILY POR-
TRAITS at your SM home or
our SM studio. Headshots for
performers. Beautiful samples
at  www.southern-exposure.tv
Great prices (310)260-1255

COMPUTER DOCTOR - Re-
pairs, Tutoring, Web Design,
Patient, Reliable. Russell
(310)709-7595

DESIGN DRAWINGS Interior-
Exterior. Drawings can help
you avoid costly mistakes &
better visualize your remodel
projects. 30 years experience.
References. (310)836-4797

ELDERLY CARE PROVIDER
Living in Santa Monica, immedi-
ately available for full or part
time work. References availa-
ble upon request. Please call
Lita (310)394-3197

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTANT
available to come to vyour
home/business and help clean-
up, free-up and organize your fi-
nances. Professional services
included; Quicken / Quickbooks
set-up and management, estab-
lishing on-line banking services,
accounting, payroll, employee
benefits and other professional
matters. Flexible weekly /
monthly programs and excellent
references. Please call Roland.
(310)230-2341

FRIENDLY & SKILLED Com-
puter Support Services. Setup,
upgrade, internet connections &
networks. Home or Office,
Westide (310)663-3644. Rea-
sonable Rates.

GARDEN CONSULTANT Mov-
ing? Add thousands of $$$'s to
property value by enhancing
curb appeal. Let me help. Res-
onable rates & references.
Free Estimate. Mary Kay Gor-
don (310)264-0272

KNITTING LESSONS Yarn,
Supplies, Patterns, Finishing &
Design, STICH & ROW, Knitting
Arts Center, 15200 Sunset
Blvd., Suite 111, Pacific Pali-
sades (310)230-9902

PET STOPS WEST Boston's
Finest Daily and Vacation pet
sitting service for over a decade
comes to Santa Monica. Li-
censed, bonded, insured.
(310)264-7193

SPANISH TEACHER/TUTOR,
Santa Monica native speaker w/
M.A. from U. of MI Berlitz
trained. Convers/Grammer, all
levels/ages. Fun.  Lissette
(310)260-1255

TENNIS LESSONS Learn the
game of tennis (effortlessly).
Have fun! Get in shape.
Group/private. Call Now! Intro
lesson free. Certified Instructor
(310)388-3722

The State-Of-The-Art

Videoconferencing Solution

Fixed 30 frames per second
Currently being used by; The
US Navy, Smithsonian Institu-
tion, the Mayors office in San
Diego and New York, The Uni-
fied School District of San Die-
go, Police and Fire Depart-
ments, Warner Brothers, CNN
and Turner Networks. Call to-
day: West Coast Video Phone
(310)392-0799

TUTORING
K-12 academics, K-adult com-
puter, Learning Disabilities Spe-
cialist. Reasonable rates. Wise
Owl Education (310)209-9032

Health/Beauty

VIACREME FOR women
works! Developed and recom-
mended by gynecologists. Or-
der vc.com. (310)312-0662

issing person |

MONICA LYNN DEVITO
05/01/56 Please call home im-
meadiatly.  Others with info
email: moniphome@aol.com

_

CLASSIFIED AD

INSERTION ORDER FORM

First: Last:

Phone: Fax:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

- LEems ]

Bold: 50¢ per word
Italic: 50¢ per word
50¢ per ad
50¢ per line
CAPITALIZED: 50¢ per word
Underlined: 50¢ per word
Blank Lines: 50¢ each

PRINT CLEARLY:

001 Announcements
010 Meetings
020 Legal Notices

100 Employment

200 For Sale
250 Wanted
300 For Rent
400 Real Estate

500 Vehicles for Sale

600 Services

650 Health/Beauty
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Santa CGlaus kid booted from mall

By The Associated Press

BELLINGHAM, Wash. — A 6-year-old boy who
dresses up like Santa Claus and doles out presents has
been told by a local mall to take his holiday cheer some-
where else.

“I was cuter than their Santa,” Joel Demmon declared
Monday.

The 4-foot-2 first grader has been donning a red suit
and flowing white beard for two years and giving away
presents at malls and stores, said his mother, Tracey
Demmon.

Joel gets the toys from dollar stores and fast-food
restaurants.

The boy cried after an employee of Bellis Fair in north
Bellingham ordered him out on Friday, saying he was
competing with the mall’s own Santa and creating liabil-
ity issues by giving out toys, his mother said.

But Bellis Fair spokeswoman Mary Vermillion said
the would-be St. Nick got the boot “in fairness to every-
body who wants access to the mall, so we avoid any
unfortunate situations.” Vermillion said it had nothing to
do with a fear of competition.

Joel has continued his gift-giving elsewhere in
Bellingham, a town of about 60,000 located about 90
miles north of Seattle.

Prison inmate unsatisfied with menu

By the Associated Press

PELHAM, Ga. — Reinforcements were dispatched
to Autry State Prison to quell a two-hour disturbance that
may have been sparked by an inmate angry over the qual-
ity of a chicken dinner.

“It appears they were incited by one particular inmate
who was complaining that his chicken was not thorough-
ly cooked,” Scott Stallings, a spokesman for the Georgia
Department of Corrections, said Monday.

Stallings said the prison staff isolated the disgruntled
inmates to one floor of a cellblock on Sunday night and
locked down the prison’s other 1,175 inmates.

During the dispute, the inmates damaged lights, broke
off sprinkler heads, broke windows and set fire to mat-
tresses, he said. Stallings estimated damages at less than
$10,000.

The angry inmates refused to return to their cells until
36 tactical squad members entered the cellblock. No
injuries were reported.

“It appears it was just a spontaneous thing,” Stallings
said. “It appears it was just his complaint about the chick-
en. But you’d be surprised how things we might consid-
er insignificant on the outside can be a real problem in a
prison setting. These are tough people. They’re not in
prison for making rational and evenhanded decisions.”

An investigation will be launched, Stallings said.

Is ‘darg’ a word?

By the Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — It was all in a darg’s work for Brian
Cappelletto, who is the newly crowned World Scrabble
champion.

The Chicago options trader won the championship on
Monday in Las Vegas thanks in part to his use of the 19-
point Scottish word darg — a task or days’ work.

Cappelletto, 32, dashed Montreal music professor Joel
Wapnick’s hopes for repeating as world champion, win-
ning three games to one in the best-of-five finals.

Cappelletto, the 1998 U.S. national Scrabble champi-

on scored 50 points with vozhd, a word for a supreme
leader in Russia. He also scored 44 points with jerrid, a
wooden javelin.

Cappelletto won $25,000 as champion of the biennial
world event. The national championship also is held in
alternating years. Wapnick, 55, won $10,000. The final
game score was 447-338.

About 300 people watched the finals at the Venetian
hotel-casino. Nearly 90 experts from 40 countries com-
peted in 24 rounds over three days.

Bessie in the water bed

By the Associated Press

SYRACUSE, N.Y. — Here’s the ultimate in cow
comfort: a bovine water bed.

Cow water beds are designed much like human water
beds — the bed surrounds the cow in cushy softness
while supporting it when it lies down. The idea is based
on the belief that comfortable cows produce more milk.

“The stalls with the water beds fill up faster than the
other stalls,” said John Marshman of Chenango County,
who has installed 75 water beds in his barn. “Cows are
just like everybody else. When they figure out something
is more comfortable, that’s where they’ll go.”

Doug Ford, a sales representative at Fisher Farms in
Lenox, said that when a cow gets up from a water bed,
another cow immediately gets in and lies down.

“Sometimes, they’ll stand there waiting for a cow to
leave so they can get in on the water bed,” he said last
week.

The water beds are made by a company called Georgia
Duck and sold through Relative Products LLC in
Reedsburg, Wis. They have been sold in the United
States for about three years.

YOUR OPINION MATTERS! send your letters to Santa Monica Daily Press: Att. Editor
530 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 200 ¢ Santa Monica * 90401 ¢ sack@smdp.com
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Has a new ‘E-dition?

Home delivery by E-maiil

Check the day’s headlines, news stories,

classifieds, comics, horoscopes and ads

all before you leave the house!
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FREE
N

SUBSCRIPTIONS

AVAILABLE!

For more information, please call: 310.458.Press (7737)
or e-mail to: todayspaper@smdp.com

Internet Connections

Starting at
$62.45/mo!

always on,
always _fast

“Since L/A Bridge installed
DSL at my home, | have
found the flexibility
to use the [Internet in
a whole neiw way.”

—Bill Foster,
Apple Computer

each accountincludes:

e 2 static ip addresses>*

e 24/7 Internet connection

e 7 days/week tech support

= 6MB personal web space

- free local dial-up acct

= over 4000 worldwide dial-up
locations for laptop users who
travel. (a metered service).

7

LABridge
Internet

Sign-up online at LABridge.com or call 310.823.6416




