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QUOTE OF 
THE DAY

The Oakland (Calif.) Tribune
reported in November that a City
of Oakland building inspector’s
employee, fired in February
2002, took a government car
(with logo) with her when she
left and that no one noticed it
was missing for 18 months, until
the ex-employee had accumu-
lated $1,500 in traffic tickets. At
that point, the owner of the car
was called to get the car out of
the impound lot.

“He who hesitates is
not lost, but miles

from the next exit.”
– Unknown

NEWS OF 
THE WEIRD
by Chuck Shepard 
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Meganumber: 27
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1st Place: 6, Whirl Win

2nd Place: 1, Gold Rush
3rd Place: 11, Money Bags

Race Time: 1:47.06
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THE UNDER $10 
DINNER SPECIAL

Served from 4pm - 10pm

1433 Wilshire Blvd at 15th St
310-394-1131

,

$3.8 million annually
hangs in the balance
BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

COUNCIL CHAMBERS — Santa
Monica will join a host of California
cities and counties suing the state for
$4 billion in missing car tax revenue.  

The City Council voted unanimous-
ly on Tuesday night to join the attack,
sparked when Gov. Arnold Schwarz-
enegger made good on his campaign
promise to repeal the tax.

Council members described the
lawsuit as unfortunate but important.
They said Gov. Schwarzenegger
should be held responsible for his cam-
paign promise that local governments
wouldn’t suffer from the tax cut.

Statewide, the cuts have cost gov-
ernment $4 billion. For Santa Monica,
that means $3.8 million in missed rev-
enue, said Steve Stark, City Hall’s
director of finance.

Mayor Richard Bloom said both the
legislature and Schwarzenegger need
to work together and come up with the
missing money, which is meant for the

general fund and is typically used for
police and fire budgets, and for other
community services. 

“This is a problem that the governor
said he could solve, said he would
solve and now he doesn’t really have a
solution, and is simply saying to the
legislature, ‘You fix it,’” Bloom said.
“That’s not the kind of leadership that
we’re expecting from the governor.”

Council members voted 6-0, with
City Councilman Bob Holbrook
absent, to join the lawsuit. Already
three other cities — Los Angeles,
Sacramento and San Juan Bautista —

SM joins car tax lawsuit

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press
Santa Monica Police Chief James T. Butts Jr., flanked by Deputy Chief
Phil Sanchez, Capt. Jacqueline Seabrooks and Lt. Ray Cooper, speaks to
the media about the Farmers’ Market investigation on Wednesday in front
of the Public Safety Building.

It could cost $75,000
BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL — Local officials expect to spend up to $75,000
to figure out how to fix City Hall’s planning department.

A private consultant will be hired next year to review the
department, which has already launched an in-house effort to
shorten waiting times and improve customer service.

Residents and merchants have long complained that City
Hall’s planning process is too slow, burdensome and costly.
They said the bureaucracy is unfair to businesses and residents
suffer extensive delays on minor projects.

In October, the Planning Commission suggested an outside
consultant be hired. That recommendation received broad sup-
port when it went before the City Council Tuesday night.

“I hope we can approach this now in a very positive way,
that we can look to increase the effectiveness of our process
(and) certainly aim for absolute fairness,” City Councilman
Kevin McKeown said. “And fairness in this sense is not an
absence of favoritism. It’s more a presence of consistency.”

McKeown echoed comments from City Councilman Ken

Consultant to review
planning department

DA must now decide what charges to file in
Farmers’ Market tragedy
BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

POLICE HEADQUARTERS — The Santa Monica Police
Department is seeking manslaughter charges against Russell
Weller, the elderly driver who killed 10 people and injured 63
when he sped through the Farmers’ Market in July.

The SMPD and the California Highway Patrol concluded
their investigation and turned over a report to the Los Angeles
District Attorney’s Office this week. The DA’s office, which is
expected to make a decision on whether to file criminal charges
within weeks, accepted the 917-page report on Wednesday.

SMPD determined that Weller, 86, was traveling at an unsafe
speed — the primary cause of the accident. Police also said
Weller suffered from reduced mobility and that may be why he
didn’t stop after rear-ending a Mercedes Benz at the intersec-
tion of Fourth Street and Arizona Avenue. He then accelerated
245 feet and through the market’s entrance.

Police say it appears as though Weller hit the gas pedal
instead of the brake when his 1992 Buick LeSabre struck the
left rear of the Mercedes, which was preparing to make a right
turn onto northbound Fourth Street from Arizona Avenue. The
Mercedes, driven by an unidentified female, was waiting for a
pedestrian to cross the street when she was hit.

After the collision, Weller’s car pushed the Mercedes out of
the way and into the crosswalk. According to witnesses, Weller
accelerated rapidly toward the market and struck a pedestrian
standing on crutches near the “road closed” sign on the edge of
the market. The pedestrian was thrown about 60 feet, said

Market crash: Police seek manslaughter

See REVIEW, page 5

See CHARGES, page 6

See LAWSUIT, page 5

“I think that everybody
wanted to take him at 

his word and now we see
that there is no plan. He

doesn’t have one.”

— MAYOR RICHARD BLOOM
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HOROSCOPE

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★ You cruise over any problems you

encounter. You express unusual effectiveness and
caring by just being yourself. A purchase for your
home or family could make a big difference in
the quality of your life. Others gravitate toward
you. Tonight: You’re the cat’s meow.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★ Knowing when not to get involved is

a unique Scorpio talent. Use it. You might like to
reverse direction and steer away from trouble.
Express your unusual financial sense and gentle
way. Others want to be around you. Tonight:
Vanish while you can.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★★ Don’t hem and haw. The

moment is now to ask for more of what you want
and desire. Someone close to you might question
what you are doing. Could there be such a thing
as explaining too much? Tonight: Where the
action is.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★★ Venus bestows a kindness and gen-

tleness upon you that others cannot deny. Your
happy ways will take you in a new direction pro-
fessionally if you play your cards correctly. The
boss wants to show you how exceptional your
work is. Tonight: Work as late as need be.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★ Your ability to see the big picture is

helpful to you, but maybe not to others if you
cannot explain it. A meeting might be very
important. You easily could be overly sensitive
right now. Use caution with someone you meet
today or in the near future. Tonight: Rent a movie
on the way home.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★★★ Let a partner share what he or

she thinks he or she has to offer. You might be
delighted by news from another source but might
not be sure what to do with it. The best action
right now is no action. Tonight: Snuggle in.

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you’ll have: 

★★★★★-Dynamic  ★★★★-Positive  ★★★-Average  
★★-So-so  ★-Difficult

Get some extra sleep, Cancer

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★★ Others reach out for you; as a

result, you could easily go on overload. How
much can you handle? That might be the real
question. You feel very good about a boss or close
associate. Share your feelings more often. You
will like the results. Tonight: Go along with
another’s wishes.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★ An even, gentle pace allows you to

see a situation differently. You could feel over-
worked. Examine what is going on with a key
associate who controls the purse strings. Through
detaching you’ll get the answers. Tonight: Do
what you find most relaxing.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★★ You still might be more playful

than you realize. A partner or dear friend might
adore your uproar, but others seem a bit jumpy or
on edge. You have the ingenuity to get around
obstacles — yours or others’. Tonight: Beam in
what you want.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★ Slow down and spend some long-

overdue time with a child or loved one. How you
say what you need could make all the difference
in its reception. Deal with basics at home or with
whatever daily activity you choose. Tonight: Get
some extra zzz’s.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★★ Take the initiative, especially at

work. Again, be careful with that special someone
who often expresses or demonstrates stronger
feelings than you are comfortable with. Actions
often speak more than gifts; remember that fact
this holiday season. Tonight: Join a favorite pal.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★ You make money through a natural

talent or gracefulness. Still, be careful with
spending, as you could easily go overboard in
wanting to indulge a loved one. Carefully think
through a decision that revolves around family.
Tonight: Order in.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY for Thursday, December 18, 2003:
Investigate offers that come your way this year. What happens could be very exciting if you make

the right choices. You have an unusual talent or gift that helps you make money, or at least allows you
to draw unusual business opportunities. Curb a tendency to go overboard. You might even be looking
at a sweet tooth. If you are single, no one can or will question your desirability. The real issue is what
you want. Again, you might need to determine how you want to “experience” yourself with someone.
Only then will you know where you are going. If you are attached, the more you share, the closer you
will become. Both of you could have a banner year. LIBRA helps you get what you want.

BLACK BELT ACADEMY TAEKWONDO SELF DEFENSE
FOR KIDS, MEN AND WOMEN

FREE 30 DAY 
TRIAL MEMBERSHIP!
A $100 VALUE

Experience the Difference ...

King’s Celebrity
Martial Arts

ATA CERTIFIED

2110 Wilshire Blvd. in
Santa Monica • 310-828-2779

Space is Going Fast...
Get Signed Up Now!

■ Exercise Classes

■ Nutritional Counseling

■ Stress Management

■ Health & Wellness Education

START THE NEW YEAR OFF RIGHT
Way to Wellness: Back to Basics

Located at the Loews Santa Monica Beach Hotel
310-842-5657 • www.globalfitnesssolutionsonline.com

(M, W & TH: 7:00p.m.-8:30p.m.)

Sign-up deadline is December 15th, 2003. Program starts January 5th, 2004

4 “Supercharged” Weeks of

GRAND

OPENIN
G!

“Come and see our NEW look”
NOW OPEN

ADULT
HAIRCUT

Shampoo &
Precision Cut

$995

COLOR
Shampoo & 

Quality Color

$500
OFF

Min. $39 & UpLong Hair Extra

Santa Monica
2461D Santa Monica Blvd.

(Next to Sav-on Drugs)

310-453-5103

Sav-on 
Drugs

M-F: 9am-8pm  Sat: 9am-6pm  Sun: 10am-5pm

Fantastic
Sams 26

th
 S

t.

Santa Monica Blvd.

What’s Up With Your Hair?
Get Highlights & a Haircut for $85.00!

Or a Tint & Haircut for $65.00!
Book now with Teresa or Gilbert. 

Get Your: ■ Hair cut 
■ Color/Tint
■ Highlights/Lowlights
■ Extensions & Perms 

All under one roof.

1419 Abbot Kinney Blvd. in Venice
(310)396-7600 • medusahair.com““MMeedduussaa  GGooeess  OOuutt””
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NW swell looks solid this morning. Look for 4-7’
surf at many of the better exposed breaks.

OUTLOOK: Those waves will be on the way down
by Friday. New W swell will be on the rise by Friday
afternoon. 

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf
is doing today at your local break.

Today the
water Is:

57 º

LOW TIDE HIGH TIDE
Morning Height Evening Height Morning Height Evening Height

SATURDAY 4:26 3.1 6:42 0.1 1:15 3.4 (10:46) 5.2

SUNDAY 5:40 3.3 7:32 0.3 2:17 3.6 (11:37) 4.8

MONDAY 7:31 3.2 8:23 0.6 3:07 3.9 12:47 4.3

TUESDAY 9:21 2.8 9:14 0.8 3:45 4.2 2:21 3.8

WEDNESDAY 10:40 2.0 10:04 1.1 4:20 4.7 4:00 3.6

THURSDAY 11:39 1.1 10:52 1.3 4:54 5.3 5:24 3.6

FRIDAY (12:30) 0.1 11:39 1.6 5:30 5.9 6:35 3.8

Sunrise: 6:59 a.m.
Sunset: 4:53 a.m.

U.S. officials and its allies celebrated
the capture of former Iraqi dictator
Saddam Hussein over the weekend.
Hussein was discovered in a cramped hole
near one of his sumptuous palaces, a
humiliating fate for one of history’s most
brutal dictators. 

During the arrest of Saddam, U.S.
troops discovered “descriptive written
material of significant value,” a U.S. com-
mander told The Associated Press. He
declined to say whether the material relat-
ed to the anti-coalition resistance. 

Saddam, who waged and lost two wars

against the United States and its allies,
could face trial before a new Iraqi tribunal
for war crimes. Many feel his capture
could have a detrimental effect on the
insurgents’ resisting occupation.

Will the coalition’s capture of
Saddam Hussein turn the tide in the
war with Iraq?

Call (310) 285-8106 with your
response before Thursday at 5 p.m. We’ll
print them in Friday’s paper. Please limit
your comments to a minute or less. It
might help to think first about the wording
of your response.

TAXES
ALL FORMS • ALL TYPES • ALL STATES

AUDITS • BACK TAXES • BOOKKEEPING • SMALL BUSINESS

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
(310) 395-9922

429 Santa Monica Blvd. Ste. 710
Santa Monica 90401

ITALIAN HOME & GARDEN FURNISHINGS

702 MONTANA AVENUE IN SANTA MONICA
(310) 394-0989  •  www.PonteV.com

Mid-Century Venetian Glass
Tuscan Ceramics  • Chandeliers 

Deruta Dinnerware • Jewelry
Florentine Leather • Antique Linens 

1/3  lb.  
Bacon  Burger

8 ttaaxx  iinncclluuddeedd

includes:
Pickles  or  coleslaw,
french  fries  or  salad

and  drink

The Tastiest Hawaiian Sandwiches

111199  BBrrooaaddwwaayy,,  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa
331100..339944..00110000

OOppeenn
DDaaiillyy  ffrroomm
1111  aa..mm..  ttoo
1100  pp..mm..

Today’s Special: Store Hours:

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
Inner-city students learn expression via theater arts
By Daily Press staff

Television professionals recently provided at-risk high school students with a
glimpse into the thespian world.

Last Friday, 17 inner-city students of LA’s Venice High School concluded “The
Word First,” a literacy and writing program sponsored by the Writers Guild
Foundation, with a performance of their newly composed one-act play before a
packed Venice High auditorium. 

The performance in front of 700 students, family members and faculty culminat-
ed the two-week program instructed by veteran television writer/director/producer
Tom Greene from Magnum, P.I. and Knight Rider.

“The Word First,” developed by Greene and targeted to at-risk children, is an up-
close examination and workshop of the written word and how it evolves into visu-
al imagery. Utilizing that relationship with film and television, Greene guided the
specially selected students as they tapped their own imaginations to collaboratively
create a short and dramatic, visually active story in the form of a written script.  

“This was one of the best sessions I’ve ever seen in the 10 years I’ve been con-
ducting this program,” Greene said. “The enthusiasm and creativity that emerged
from these students after such an initial reticence is really a phenomenal and inspir-
ing thing to see.”

School faculty members were equally pleased with the results. 
“This program gave the students a glimpse of what can be done with collective

and individual imagination — a gift many of them have not envisioned before and
others not for too long a time,” said Jane Koehler, Venice High’s literacy coach.

The finished one-act screenplay was performed by film/television actors Alex
Raben (Up to the Roof), and Kimberly Huie (C.S.I., Philly). Titled “The Naked
Truth,” the 22-page script was about the accidental reunion of two best friends from
high school who have lost touch with each other. Courtney, played by Huie, is a
dancer in a strip club, where Isabella, played by Raben, happens to see her perform.
As the two revisit their long ago friendship they discover painful truths about them-
selves back in their prep days as well as the present.

The program is conducted at varying host schools in the Los Angeles area, and
takes students through their favorite scenes of movies and television shows, work-
ing backward, studying the words needed to put those scenes together. The students
delve deeper into the composition of the scenes, discovering the words’ use and
value, while also taking on a one-book reading assignment during the same period.

Santa’s on his way to the SM Pier
By Daily Press staff

Santa Claus and some of his musical friends will make a stop at the Santa Monica
Pier’s Carousel Building this weekend to celebrate the season.

On Saturday Santa will be joined by the choral group Eva’s Angels from 12 p.m.
to 2 p.m. and the Samohi Chamber Orchestra from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Eva’s Angels
will be singing popular holiday selections from all genres. The orchestra also will
be performing holiday selections and selling raffle tickets to support their program.
The raffle drawing will be held on Feb. 27 at the orchestra’s “On a Sweet Note”
fundraiser at UCLA and prizes will include front-row-and-center tickets to a Lakers
game, a Clippers game and a Kings game. The winner will be contacted by phone
if not present at the UCLA event.

On Sunday, the pier will present a special holiday performance by “LA Hip
Kids,” a group of young singers and dancers from the Los Angeles area with pro-
fessional aspirations. The performance begins at 2:30 p.m. on the pier’s “center
stage” between the police substation and Surf View Cafe.

All performances are free and open to the public. For more information, call the
pier information line at (310) 458-8900 or visit www.santamonicapier.org.



OPINION
Page 4 ❑ Thursday, December 18, 2003 ❑ Santa Monica Daily Press

LETTERS
Saddam may have faired better here
Editor:

I want to congratulate the U.S. armed forces for the capture of the brutal dictator,
Saddam Hussein.

The way Saddam looked you have to wonder whether he would have been more
successful eluding capture if instead of hiding in Iraq he had fled to Mexico, entered
California illegally, obtained a California drivers license without documentation as an
illegal immigrant, and then hid amongst our large homeless population in Santa
Monica.

Just wondering.

Jeremy Bloomberg
Santa Monica

Aging hippie not apologizing
Editor:

Lucky us. Tony Street broke his promise to himself that after moving away, he
would no longer write to SMDP (SMDP, Dec. 9, page 6). 

However, after a visit to Santa Monica he just couldn’t resist enlightening us on
what we already know and have written about ourselves — and is alive and well in
most cities (but thankfully not in Tony’s new place of residence). I am truly glad also
that he didn’t have his 2-year-old son with him when he came across the kids with the
punk look and the bad language. I wasn’t as lucky myself. My little granddaughter
and I were treated to a woman defecating in front of us and the rest of the people by
a crowded restaurant. A lot worse than hearing two kids saying the “f” word. And I
hope he continues to shelter his son and take extra care, so that in about 13 years the
boy will make choices dad approves of.

I was particularly amused by the thought that Ed Silverstein, Ron Scott Smith and
myself were told by Mr. Street to take Charles Springer into our homes. And while I
don’t presume to speak for anyone but myself, we have all spoken out on this very
same overwhelming situation. Myself, to the point where I have been accused of
being too harsh on the ever increasing transient population (not shipping them to us
from your new place, are you, Tony?) and the city government’s handling thereof. I
guess it’s not what I write, but rather the individual’s interpretation. So be it.

And while I do not wear a pony tail, or sport a comb-over, I am proud to say I am
guilty of being an aging hippie. And I am in very good company. Just think, if you
stick around planet earth long enough, Tony, you’ll be an aging something or other
yourself, someday.

Marilyn Brennan
Santa Monica

■ “Good riddance.” 
■ That might be what you said or what

I said, but really — the President of the
United States of America, the
Commander-in-Chief of the 200,000
invading forces who’ve just laid massive
destruction and now attempt massive
reconstruction upon the ancient “cradle of
civilization” — that’s the best he can come
up with? How much deeper does he have
to “put a boot up your ass, it’s the
American way”, as tough-guy country
singer Toby Keith so compellingly put it in
his super-patriotic hit song which made
him millions of dollars carried to his bank
squarely on the shoulders of the young sol-
diers over there doing more than singing
about it. “Courtesy of the Red, White, and
Blue.” You got that right, Toby.

■ “Good riddance,” was the first pub-
lic utterance to come out of the president’s
mouth on the day “the greatest thing that
ever happened to this country” happened.
That’s how one blissed-out caller to the
right-radio echo chambers described the
capture of Saddam Hussein on the morn-
ing after.

■ Six hundred American troops from
the 4th Infantry Division were dispatched

to a mud hut on a run-down farm to do
battle with the evil tyrant, one of many
lurking about the planet earth, truth be
known. But those elite special forces, the
tanks, and the missile-laden Apache heli-
copters sent out there weren’t necessary
on this night. A couple guys with a flash-
light and some Band-Aids would do, as
they pulled the disheveled, disoriented,
68-year-old Butcher of Baghdad out of an
underground hole the size of a coffin
where he laid face down, scraggly beard
in the mud, offering no resistance, and just
like that, everything was right again in
Bushamerica. Four hundred — and count-
ing — American troops who have given
their lives to get to this unparalleled day
of victory will not be so easily pulled from
their holes in the ground any time soon. 

■ Was there something extremely
unnerving about that videotape they
released of the American doctor with the
white surgical gloves probing into the
mouth of the infamous new prisoner? If
you’re scared of dentists and have ever
seen the movie, “Marathon Man,” you
know what I’m talking about. Listen, we
can all assume Saddam Hussein’s picture is
the one that will forever sit beside the word
“evil” in the Websters if even half of what
we’ve been told about him is true, but why,
of all possible video footage to put out to
the waiting world, why that? Rub their
noses in it? The “boot-up-your-ass” thing? 

■ “Please Nominate This Man,”
screams the headline on the current cover
of the conservative National Review mag-
azine, under a less than flattering picture

of Democratic front-runner, Howard
Dean. “That’s the one we want,” exhorted
Bush puppet-master Karl Rove, as a group
of the former Vermont governor’s sup-
porters marched by him at a Fourth of July
parade last summer. Well, be careful what
you want, cowboys, you just might get it.
Dean stayed firm in his opposition to the
war on the day after the capture of the
tyrant: “My position on the war in Iraq has
not changed. The administration launched
the war in the wrong way at the wrong
time and at the extraordinary cost of $166
billion,” a mere fragment of the colossal
$500 billion total deficit rung up by this
gang so far. “The arrest of Saddam has not
made America safer,” Dean went on to
say, and that one really struck a nerve. His
Democratic rivals, sensing an opening,
went ballistic, oblivious to the fact that
Dean’s lonely anti-war stance is what has
the guy way out in front of them. Joe
Lieberman had the cleverest metaphor,
saying, “Dean has put himself in his own
spider-hole of denial,” while Kerry,
Gephart and Edwards all seized upon the
moment to bash the front-runner. And if
these are his Democrat friends, I’ll leave it
up to you to imagine what the arch ene-
mies — Bush, Rove and Toby Keith have
in store for the governor as we draw clos-
er to next November. 

■ That’s when “are you safer now than
you were four years ago” will replace the
more traditional “are you better off now
than you were four years ago” as the ques-
tion that will determine who leads
America for the next four years, and

“security moms” will replace “soccer
moms” as the key swing vote coveted by
both sides. Because America has become
a fearful nation. So fearful that we were
willing to go halfway around the world to
take down a modern-day sovereign nation
with brute military force in a one-sided
war that left 3,240 innocent Iraqi civilians
dead, according to the Associated Press,
because they might have had bad inten-
tions towards us. Is America safer now
that Saddam Hussein is behind bars and
soon to be dead? Soon to be dead because
Bush said, “he should pay the ultimate
penalty” and do you think the U.S. hand-
picked Iraqi Ruling Council was listen-
ing? Has this capture chilled the world-
class terrorists who apparently had noth-
ing to do with Iraq until they saw
the150,000 gun-toting, strange-looking
foreign occupiers in camouflage suits
patrolling Arab streets, and selling Arab
oil? Suddenly, it looks like they have
everything to do with it. 

■ I asked myself that “are we safer”
question, and here’s my answer. Right
here, right now, the United States of
America has opened itself up to the most
unimaginable of retaliatory strikes. If ever
we have set the stage for, or given motive
to, the unleashing of everything that we
have come to fear, it is now and I’ll never
hope I’m as wrong about anything as I
hope I’m wrong about this.

(Ron Scott Smith isn’t holding his
breath while hoping. To reach him, e-mail
to EdgeoftheWest@aol.com.)

‘All-clear’ sounded in U.S. — The wicked witch is dead
NEWS
on the 
EDGE

By Ron Scott Smith

Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to
the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given
to those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices
located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.
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and 19 counties have agreed to sign onto
the lawsuit, according to a press release
issued Wednesday by the League of
California Cities.

“Counties and cities up and down the
state have either acted or are expected to
act shortly to join the coalition effort,”
said Chris McKenzie, executive director,

in a prepared statement. “The league and
CSAC will invite every interested city and
county to join. Many will probably be
joining in the days ahead. 

“They’re all motivated by the same
reality,” McKenzie added. “We can’t sus-
tain these losses, and maintain the public
safety and other services the public has a
right to expect.”

With the lawsuit pending, officials said
there also is a movement underfoot to
draft a November ballot measure that
would guarantee local governments get
“every penny” coming to them under the
state constitution.

Though retired finance director Mike
Dennis anticipated the car tax may dry up,
his forecasts were gloomy. If left alone,
Dennis in March projected the deficit,
which was $16 million this year, to grow
to $28 million by 2005-2006.

It is unclear where exactly cuts will be
made for next year, though workers are
expected to be laid off and managers
expect to be asked to trim their depart-
ments. Stark said his department is work-
ing on a five-year forecast that it will pres-
ent at budget deliberations in late January
or early February.

The dispute over car tax revenue pre-
dates Schwarzenegger. Several years ago,
when the car tax was lowered, the legisla-
ture promised to “backfill” local govern-
ments from Sacramento’s coffers. But
when the budget situation worsened earli-

er this year, ousted Gov. Gray Davis again
raised the tax to generate revenue.

Schwarzenegger repeatedly promised
in his campaign to lower the car tax but
make sure local governments weren’t hurt
in the process. On his first day in office he
repealed the tax, but so far has not been
able to replenish the income lost to local
governments. He has said he is pressuring
the legislature to act.

Bloom said Schwarzenegger’s cam-
paign promise was bold and added that he
should be kept to it.

“The last straw, I think, for the City of
Los Angeles and the counties that preced-
ed us, was Gov. Schwarzenegger’s prom-
ises that local government would not be
hurt by the repeal of the car tax,” he said.
“I think that everybody wanted to take
him at his word and now we see that there
is no plan. He doesn’t have one. 

“He’s throwing it back at the legisla-
ture to figure out and the only reason there
is a car tax is because the legislature did-
n’t have a plan.”

Genser, who said he has been inundated
with horror stories from residents. Many
say they go in for a small fix and find
themselves confronted with a massive
bureaucracy. 

Genser, himself a development con-
sultant, pointed to Los Angeles, where he
said staffers seem to be more knowledge-
able and solve problems more quickly.
Fellow City Councilman Herb Katz said
getting through the planning approval
process needs to be simple, fair and fast.

Spokeswoman Judy Rambeau said the
in-house effort to address the communi-
ty’s concerns has so far included focus
groups and staff interviews, among other
research. The report calls for hiring an
outside consultant before the end of this
fiscal year to examine various aspects of
permit processing in the department,
including workload and workflow, and
compare it to those in other cities.

A total of $75,000 has been set aside
for this fiscal year, but Rambeau said City
Hall may hire a consultant for less money
after officials review bids from consult-
ants early next year.

In her report earlier this month, City
Manager Susan McCarthy said the plan-
ning department has recently made vast
strides in improving customer service.

She said with new performance standards
now in place and vacant positions recent-
ly filled, even more improvements will
come early next year.

That’s welcome news to area business-
es. The Chamber of Commerce recently
commandeered a handful of students to
conduct their own study of the planning
department and compare it to other cities.
Preliminary findings released earlier this
month showed Santa Monica lags behind
its inland neighbors in project approval
times and customer service. Final results
aren’t expected until next month.

In the meantime, planning department
head Suzanne Frick has said she wel-
comes outside critiques. Not everyone has
been critical, she added.

City Council members Mike Feinstein
and Pam O’Connor stood up for the
department Tuesday, saying because
Santa Monica is almost entirely built out
and situated in a desirable location, plan-
ning issues tend to be more complicated.

“Our staff has been professional to
high standards,” O’Connor said, pointing
out that it has “layer upon layer upon
layer” of ordinances to enforce.

Genser offered this suggestion to his
colleagues: “Maybe we need a chapter of
‘Ordinance Adopters Anonymous’ in
Santa Monica.”

Council: Santa Monica owed $3.8M in car tax funds
LAWSUIT, from page 1

Planning: In-house effort to
get aid of private consultant
REVIEW, from page 1
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SMPD James T. Butts Jr. at a press con-
ference on Wednesday.

Of more than 200 witnesses inter-
viewed, no one saw the Buick’s brake
lights illuminate in the 1,000 feet Weller
traveled. The Buick stopped as a result of
rolling friction and objects trapped beneath
the car, including a body, the final fatality.
There were more than 100 separate colli-
sions during the incident, Butts said.

Head LA Deputy District Attorney
John Lynch, also at the conference, said
up to 10 counts of manslaughter could be
filed, but it’s too early to speculate. 

Butts said hit and run charges were not
filed against Weller relating to the colli-
sion with the Mercedes because it’s not
considered a primary cause of the fatal
accident. Weller was conscious during the
entire incident and had no other health
conditions that would have prevented him
from taking the car out of gear, Butts said.

Manslaughter charges could range
from voluntary — which carries intent to
kill — to involuntary — which doesn’t
require Weller acted with intent.

Without intent, the most serious charge
Weller may face is vehicular manslaugh-
ter, lawyers said. Even so, prosecutors
would have to show that Weller’s behavior
was aggravated, reckless or flagrant to
prove gross negligence. Without gross
negligence, vehicular manslaughter is a
misdemeanor and carries a maximum sen-
tence of four years in prison. In California,
a finding of negligence depends on what a
“reasonable” person would do.

Lynch said the manslaughter charges
could fall anywhere on the spectrum from
simple negligence to gross negligence.
Based on the most serious of charges, Weller
could face as many as 10 years in jail, Lynch
said, adding it’s only speculation.

Some legal experts have said that the
DA’s office is likely to charge Weller since
a judge or jury would still have to agree to
get a conviction. It’s accepted that Weller
may have committed various “moving
violations.” More complex may be tying
the fact that lives were lost to the idea that
Weller apparently intended no harm.

Weller’s attorney, James Bianco, has
said in the past that Weller is extremely

distraught and remorseful over the inci-
dent. Bianco said in a statement that he’s
anxious to see what the DA’s charges will
be and that Weller’s health has deteriorat-
ed — he’s been hospitalized three times
since the tragedy. Weller’s license was
suspended shortly after the accident.

Aside from the criminal charges, civil
lawsuits are expected. Local attorneys
already have been retained by victims and
their families.

Santa Monica trial attorney Brian
Panish said a week after the incident that
he has been retained by several of the vic-
tims and their family members, who will
now pursue Weller for compensation in
civil lawsuits.

Panish said the city of Santa Monica,
which is responsible for the twice-weekly
market, and General Motors, which man-
ufactured the 1992 Buick LeSabre Weller
drove, will likely also be sued.

Experts said establishing liability
against those deeper-pocketed entities
will be a crucial factor in any pending lit-
igation, as the assets of Weller, a retired
wholesale grocer, are likely to be exhaust-
ed rather quickly.

As of Wednesday, 28 claims had been
filed against City Hall, Deputy City
Attorney Jeanette Schachtner said.

City officials held a special meeting in
July to discuss possible lawsuits arising
out of the crash. In order to find the city
liable, attorneys must prove that a “dan-
gerous condition of public property”
existed and that City Hall either knew or
should have known about it.

City Hall a target in civil
lawsuits over market crash

File photo
A body is what stopped Russell Weller’s Buick after he traveled nearly
1,000 feet through a crowded Farmers’ Market in July. The pedestrian, the
10th and final victim, hit the windshield and was then dragged underneath
the car before it finally came to a stop.

CHARGES, from page 1

Head LA Deputy 
District Attorney John

Lynch said up to 10
counts of manslaughter

could be filed, but it’s too
early to speculate.



By Daily Press staff

LOS ANGELES — Joey Buttafuoco
is one of nine owners or employees of
area auto repair shops who were arrested
and charged Wednesday with auto insur-
ance fraud following a lengthy investiga-
tion by a multi-agency task force headed
by the LA District Attorney’s Bureau of
Investigation, District Attorney Steve
Cooley said. 

Two other were charged but were not
yet in custody.

A total of 11, including Buttafuoco, co-
owner of California Collision, a
Chatsworth auto body shop, allegedly pre-
pared fraudulent estimates for car repairs
and auto body painting, and allegedly
helped undercover investigators file
fraudulent insurance claims on cars that
were not damaged. The task force headed
by the DA’s Bureau of Investigation
included the California Department of
Insurance, the California Bureau of
Automotive Repair, the California
Attorney General’s Office and the
National Insurance Crime Bureau.

“We want to slam the brakes on insur-
ance fraud in California that costs con-
sumers and companies millions of dollars
annually with this kind of ongoing targeted
investigation and prosecution,’’Cooley said.

Buttafuoco, 47, allegedly advised
undercover investigators in September on
how to file false insurance claims and
how to best scam the insurance company.
Buttafuoco, who gained notoriety with his
affair with a 16-year-old
Amy Fisher in the early
1990s, was charged with
three counts of insurance
fraud and one count of
grand theft. He is being held
in lieu of $50,000 bail. If
convicted, he faces up to six
years, four months in state
prison.

The DA’s office got help in its investi-
gation from the state’s Bureau of
Automotive Repair. The bureau has filed a
separate administrative action to suspend
or revoke California Collision’s license.
That action alleges that the shop engaged
in fraudulent activity by charging cus-
tomers more than $12,000 for parts and
services that were not provided on seven
vehicles, according to the DA’s office.

“The Bureau of Automotive Repair
stands united with the Los Angeles County
District Attorney’s office in its efforts to
protect California consumers,” said BAR
Chief Patrick Dorais. “When the bureau
finds shops cheating their customers,
strong disciplinary action must be taken to
make certain consumers are protected.”

Also charged:
■ Oscar Herrera, 43, who manages an

El Monte auto repair shop, Star Auto
Haus, is charged with two counts of insur-
ance fraud. He is being held in lieu of
$30,000 bail. If convicted, he faces up to

five years in state prison.
■ Manuel Vargas, 52, owner of M&J

Auto Body & Detailing in La Puente,
charged with two counts of insurance
fraud. He is being held in lieu of $30,000
bail. If convicted, he faces up to five years
in state prison.

■ Alfredo Ruiz, owner of Alfredo’s
Auto Body in La Puente, and his son,
Robert Ruiz, both charged with two counts
each of insurance fraud. Alfredo Ruiz, no
age available, is being held in lieu of
$30,000 bail. Robert Ruiz, no age avail-
able, was not yet in custody. If convicted,
each faces up to five years in state prison.

■ Carlos Jara, 49, owner of C&R Auto
Body Shop in La Puente, charged with
two counts each of insurance fraud. He is
being held in lieu of $30,000 bail. If con-
victed, he faces up to five years in state

prison.
■ Arthur Gutierrez, 52, owner of Art’s

Auto Body and Paint Shop in Pomona,
charged with two counts of insurance
fraud. He is being held in lieu of $30,000
bail. If convicted, he faces up to five years
in state prison.

■ Ivan Sandoval, 40, owner of M&B
Paint in Pomona, charged with two counts
of insurance fraud. He is being held in lieu
of $30,000 bail. If convicted, he faces up
to five years in state prison.

■ Francisco Macias, 41, owner of
M&F Auto Paint and Body in Pomona,
charged with two counts of insurance
fraud. He is being held in lieu of $30,000
bail. If convicted, he faces up to five years
in state prison.

■ Nick Michaels, 35, an employee at
ABC Auto Body Repair in El Monte,
charged with two counts of insurance
fraud. He is being held in lieu of $30,000
bail. If convicted, he faces up to five years
in state prison.

■ Giovanny Diaz, no age available, an
employee at M&D Auto Body in Canoga
Park, charged with two counts of insurance
fraud, was not yet in custody. If convicted,
he faces up to five years in state prison.

Those arrested are scheduled to be
arraigned on Friday in the Foltz Criminal
Justice Center in downtown Los Angeles.
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Joey Buttafuoco back in the courtroom for fraud
“We want to slam the brakes on insurance fraud in

California that costs consumers and companies millions
of dollars annually with this kind of ongoing targeted

investigation and prosecution.”

— STEVE COOLEY
LA district attorney

DID YOU KNOW?: Pete Rose, who played for the Cincinnati Reds 
and then was banned from baseball for life for betting on games while managing the team,

holds the all-time record for hits (4,256) and games played (3,562).
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From now until February 1, 2004

BY TOM CHORNEAU 
Associated Press Writer 

SACRAMENTO — Armando Lopez,
mayor of the hard scrabble San Joaquin
Valley town of Parlier, faces laying off a
big part of his city’s 12-member police
force next month because lawmakers
remain deadlocked over how to pay for
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger’s repeal of
the increase in the car tax. 

City leaders in the Butte County town of
Biggs can delay layoffs by using a small
reserve for now, but one-third of the town’s
general fund comes from the car tax. In the
small farming town of Calipatria in the
Imperial Valley, the car tax cut has already
cost them $200,000 and while they too are
holding off any big cuts, officials note they
have no money in reserve. 

Big-city mayors have captured most of the
attention as they rail against the Legislature’s
failure to solve the car tax problem, but the
state’s smallest and poorest communities are
the ones taking the biggest hits. 

“We’re a city of 12,000 and we should
have a police force right now of 22 officers
— but we’ve only got 12,” Lopez said. “If
they don’t do something soon, we are going
to have to lay people off, police officers.” 

Schwarzenegger fulfilled a popular
campaign promise by wiping out the
tripling of the tax paid by car owners, a
hike imposed by former Gov. Gray Davis
to help solve last summer’s budget deficit. 

But Schwarzenegger cut the tax without
determining how to maintain the state’s
obligation to send local governments the

$4 billion a year they received from the
tax. He wants to tap state reserves to pay
local governments, but Democratic leg-
islative leaders say the state can’t afford it
and have blocked the idea. 

Car tax money goes directly to local
governments, which use it mostly to pay
for police and fire services. 

Lawmakers cut the tax in 1998 and the
state made up the difference to local gov-
ernments. But last summer’s budget deficit
led lawmakers to pass a budget that did not
include the car tax “backfill,” and reinstat-
ed the higher tax rates on car owners. 

Schwarzenegger had the authority to
repeal the increase, but he lacked the leg-
islative approval to keep sending that
money to local governments. 

Cities and counties lost millions of dol-
lars waiting for the collection of the high-
er rates to begin this fall. Last week was
the first week they were supposed to
receive their full share of the tax but
because of the governor’s action, they
only got one-third of the money owed. 

State officials say no checks will be
sent in January and probably none
February too, because the governor has
promised to send tax rebates to car owners
who had to pay the higher rates before he

rolled back the rates. 
That means the city of Los Angeles

stands to lose $19 million this month; San
Diego faces a $4 million monthly loss; San
Jose will lose close to $3 million a month. 

Los Angeles County Sheriff Lee Baca
said Tuesday his department will lose
$175 million this year, which could force
him to lay off deputies for the first time. 

While that’s a lot of money, the car tax
represents only a small share of the over-
all budgets of the big jurisdictions. Los
Angeles County’s total budget, for exam-
ple, is more than $16 billion. Most big
cities and counties attract a much bigger
share of property and sales taxes and
some even can rely on large reserves. 

In small towns without much commer-
cial activity, however, the car tax represents
a much bigger portion of their budgets. 

Although legislators agree the state must
provide the backfill, they haven’t done it.
Last week’s budget session recessed amid
much cheering over an agreement to place
a $15 billion bond and spending measure
on the March ballot, but little effort was
made to sort out the car tax dispute. 

Paul Hefner, spokesman for Assembly
Speaker Herb Wesson, D-Culver City,
said Democrats want the governor to pro-

vide greater detail on how he intends to
not only pay for the car tax cut but also
how he would balance next year’s budget
overall. “The speaker has said that he
wants a clear understanding where the
money is coming from.” 

Democrats are concerned the governor
wants to pay for the car tax with cuts
aimed almost exclusively at public health
and social service spending. Hefner said
Democrats don’t like the idea of imposing
hardships on local government either, but
“the situation is pretty dire not matter who
you talk to,” he said. 

While the political hand is playing out,
however, local officials say their options
are growing limited. 

Contra Costa County Administrator John
Sweeten said his county faces an annual loss
of $54 million from the car tax rollback,
which he might be able to handle if he had
an entire year to collect the savings. 

“But here, we might only have six
months to come up with those cuts,” he said. 

It means the real threat to public safety,
Sweeten said. 

“I could cut all my administrative func-
tions and shut down all the financial servic-
es and I’d still need to find $39 million to
cut,” he said, noting that in his county that
would mean sheriff deputies would be next. 

In Parlier, Lopez said Schwarzenegger
and lawmakers need to find a solution soon. 

“The Democrats and the Republicans
are always trying to position themselves,”
Lopez said. “We have thousands of resi-
dents that are going to be put into danger-
ous situations — this will happen.” 

Small, disadvantaged cities face biggest car tax hit

MAXIMUM FAMILY CARE IN ONE LOCATION
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Victoria D. Lucas
D.C., LAc. QME

Vita Wellness

310-449-1222
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“If they don’t do something soon, we are going to have
to lay people off, police officers.”

— ARMANDO LOPEZ
City of Parlier mayor
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The recently enacted “Jobs and Growth
Tax Relief Reconciliation Act,” also
known as “JGTRRA,” introduces a $330
billion tax and economic growth package
designed to stimulate the U.S. economy
through a variety of tax cuts and credits.
The results of these changes may cause
you to want to re-think your current
investment strategy. Following are the
highlights of the new legislation and some
steps you may want to consider.

Lower ordinary income tax rates: You
will see less federal tax withholding from
your paycheck this summer. Consider
contributing this excess cash into your
company’s 401(k) plan, flexible spending
plan or even a payroll deduction 529 plan.
If you pay estimated taxes, be sure to
recalculate your payments based upon the
new rates.

Dividend-paying stocks may become
more attractive. The maximum tax rate on
dividends for individuals falls to the more
generous capital gains rate of 15 percent,
(or 5 percent if your capital gains rate is
currently 10 percent). If you are seeking
current income with some growth oppor-
tunities, you may want to consider shift-
ing a larger percentage of your portfolio
to high-quality equities that have a histo-
ry of increasing their dividend payment
over time. Most, but not all, will qualify
for the lower dividend rate so check with
your tax advisor for the tax treatment of
specific securities.

Lower taxes on capital gains: Long-
term capital gains rates are lowered to 15
percent and 5 percent. Distributions from
401(k) plans and other tax-deferred retire-
ment accounts are not eligible as either
capital gains or dividends available for
the reduced rate. So if you are drawing
from a retirement account, you may want
to consider favoring equities in your tax-
able accounts, and fixed income in your
retirement accounts. Also, if you are
heavily invested in highly appreciated
securities, now may be the ideal time to
realize your gains at the lower capital
gains rate and diversify your portfolio.  

Higher child tax credit: In 2003 and
2004, the $600 child tax credit is
increased to $1,000. In 2005, the child tax
credit reverts to present laws, currently
scheduled to be $700. You would realize
the $400 savings in the form of a refund
check later this summer based on filing
status and income on your 2002 return.

Establish or add to an education savings
account for your child. These accounts
allow your money to grow tax-free, pro-

vided you use the money for education
expenses (including grades K-12). The
maximum annual contribution is $2,000.

Relief of the marriage penalty: For
couples filing a joint return, the standard
deduction will increase to twice that of a
single filer and the 15 percent bracket will
expand in 2003 and 2004. In 2005, this
provision reverts to present day levels.

Consider putting the savings into a tra-
ditional or Roth IRA. For couples where
one spouse works, establish a spousal
IRA for the non-working spouse and con-
tribute the maximum annual contribution
of $3,000.

Relief of the alternative minimum tax.
The AMT exemption is increased to
$58,000 for married-joint filers and
$40,250 for single files for 2003 and
2004.

Slightly fewer taxpayers may be sub-
ject to the alternative minimum tax. If you
reside in a state with high income taxes,
exercise incentive stock options or realize
a substantial capital gain, you may unex-
pectedly find yourself subject to the alter-
native minimum tax. Be sure to work
closely with your tax advisor throughout
the year to assess your potential liability
and address this alternative tax.

Special depreciation allowance for busi-
nesses: The recently introduced first-year
depreciation allowance of 30 percent for
certain property has been increased to 50
percent for property acquired after May 5,
2003 and before Jan. 1, 2005. Businesses
looking to expand operation should consid-
er making any necessary capital expendi-
ture by December of 2004, the scheduled
sunset date for this provision.

Expansion of section 179 expensing
for small businesses: The existing
$25,000 section 179 deduction limit on
certain property is increased to $100,000
for property purchased in tax years 2003
through 2005. Additionally, the $200,000
income threshold for phase-out is
increased to $400,000 during tax years
2003 through 2005.

Eligible business owners should con-
sider reinvesting the tax savings in a qual-
ified retirement plan. Recently, many new
retirement plans have been introduced,
including the One-Person 401(k), which
makes economic sense for small business
owners. Before taking any action, contact
your tax, legal and financial consultant to
see how the new legislation may benefit
you and to determine whether changes to
your financial plan may be appropriate.

Although many provisions are retroac-
tive to Jan. 1, 2003, the legislation expires
or “sunsets” beginning in 2009 — some
provisions expire sooner.

(John S. Kim is a financial consultant
with Smith Barney in Beverly Hills. Call
(310) 205-4939 or visit his Web site at
www.fc.smithbarney.com/jkim.)

New tax legislation will
affect your finances

IT’S YOUR
BUSINESS

By John Kim
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Amero-Biaigo
A Division of Amerocorp, Inc.

Men’s & Women’s 
Designer Clothing

Cost plus $1 for Italian Fashion & Accessories

Global fashion E-Store
www.ab-us.com

Member of The Certified International Fashion Designers Association - CIFDA

YES, THAT’S CORRECT. SIMPLY FILL IN
THE BUBBLE ABOVE THE GIRLS HEADS
WITH SOMETHING FUNNY OR CLEVER;
BRING IT IN TO US BY NOVEMBER 30TH
2003 AND YOU WILL RECEIVE THE V.I.P.
PRICING/GIFT CARD SHOWN BELOW.
IT’S GOOD FOR AN ADDITIONAL 10% OFF
ANY KODAK PRODUCT OR SERVICE WE
HAVE IN STOCK.

VENICE CAMERA EXCHANGE & DIGITAL IMAGE CENTER
2417 LINCOLN BLVD. IN VENICE - (310) 821-5611

BY LAURAN NEERGAARD 
AP Medical Writer 

WASHINGTON — Women may soon
have an easier way to help prevent preg-
nancy after unprotected sex now that gov-
ernment advisers have recommended that
morning-after birth control should be sold
without a doctor’s prescription. 

“It’s extraordinarily safe,” said Dr.
Alastair Wood of Vanderbilt University,
an adviser to the Food and Drug
Administration. 

In fact, he said, women probably
should keep emergency contraception in
their medicine cabinet just in case it’s ever
needed. “We don’t tell people to buy a fire
extinguisher after the fire started.” 

The panel on Tuesday voted in favor of
over-the-counter sales of emergency contra-
ception amid concerns from anti-abortion
critics and worries from others that easier
access to morning-after pills may increase
unsafe sex, particularly among teenagers. 

But proponents argued there was no
evidence that emergency contraception
lulls women into complacency about reg-
ular birth control or disease. They said
wider use of the morning-after pill could
cut in half the nation’s 3 million unintend-
ed pregnancies each year and in turn pre-
vent hundreds of thousands of abortions. 

“There is a public health imperative to
increase access to emergency contracep-
tion,” said Dr. Vivian Dickerson, presi-
dent-elect of the American College of
Obstetricians and Gynecologists. 

The FDA isn’t bound by its advisers’
recommendations but usually follows them.
A decision is expected in late February. 

Asked whether political considerations
would be taken into account, FDA
Commissioner Mark McClellan said, “We
have a lot of information coming in. It’s
very much a science-based process.” 

The morning-after pill is simply a
higher dose of regular hormonal contra-
ception, and is sold by prescription under
the brand names Plan B and Preven. Plan
B’s manufacturer wants to sell the drug
without a prescription, putting it on phar-
macy shelves next to the aspirin and
cough medicine. 

Taken within 72 hours of intercourse,
the pills cut the chances of getting preg-
nant by up to 89 percent. But it can be
hard to find a doctor to write a prescrip-
tion in time, especially on weekends and
holidays, contraceptive advocates and the
nation’s largest gynecologists group told
the FDA on Tuesday. 

Morning-after pills prevent ovulation or
fertilization, and possibly interfere with
implantation of a fertilized egg into the

uterus, the medical definition of pregnancy. 
If a woman already is pregnant, they

have no effect. Consequently, emergency
contraception hasn’t proved nearly as
controversial as RU-486, the abortion pill. 

It does have critics who oppose any
interference with a fertilized egg, and who
argued Tuesday during a daylong hearing
that broader access could increase sexual-
ly transmitted diseases, especially in teens. 

“Without medical advice, use of Plan B
by teens will be disastrous,” said Dr. John
Bruchalski of the Catholic Medical
Association. 

Some of FDA’s advisers did want teen
access to nonprescription Plan B restrict-
ed, arguing there wasn’t enough study of
the drug in minors. 

Also, “I’m concerned there will be an
exploitation of young women’s fears
about becoming pregnant,” leading them
to overuse, said panelist Dr. Susan
Crockett, a Texas gynecologist. 

But the FDA responded that there are
no age restrictions on prescription Plan B
and that it couldn’t enforce any on an over-
the-counter version. Other advisers said

teens in particular should avoid pregnancy. 
The FDA asked its scientific advisers

whether women could use the drug prop-
erly without professional advice. They
could, the panel decided, voting 23-4 to
recommend over-the-counter sales. 

The key, they cautioned, would be
clearer wording on the package so that
women understand: 

■ The drug must be used as soon as pos-
sible after unprotected sex. Although it’s
effective for 72 hours, and possibly a little
longer, it works best in the first 24 hours. 

■ Like other hormonal contraceptives,
it does not protect against sexually trans-
mitted diseases. 

■ It is a backup contraceptive, and
should not be used instead of routine birth
control. 

Cost could deter some women from
using emergency contraception too regular-
ly. Each one-time-use pack today costs $20
to $30, about as much as a month’s worth of
regular birth control pills. It’s not clear if
the over-the-counter price would change. 

Manufacturer Barr Laboratories prom-
ised a massive consumer education cam-
paign, including a 24-hour hot line for
advice on using the drug. 

To improve access, California,
Washington, Alaska, Hawaii and New
Mexico already allow women to buy the
morning-after pill directly from certain
pharmacists without a prescription. 

The FDA should not require pharmacists
to dispense Plan B, most advisers agreed. 

Federal panel backs ‘morning-after’ contraception
“I’m concerned there will be an exploitation of young

women’s fears about becoming pregnant.”

— DR. SUSAN CROCKETT
Gynecologist 

Can’t find the Daily Press
in your neighborhood? 

Call us. We’ll take your suggestions. (310) 458-PRESS (7737)

YOUR OPINION MATTERS! 

Please send letters to:

Santa Monica Daily Press: Att. Editor
1427 Third Street Promenade Suite 202

Santa Monica, CA  90401
sack@smdp.com
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BY CHRISTOPHER TORCHIA
Associated Press Writer 

BAGHDAD, Iraq — A fuel tanker
exploded after a collision in a Baghdad
intersection, killing at least 10 Iraqis, U.S.
military officials said. They said the blast
was an accident, not an attack. 

Earlier, Iraq’s Deputy Interior Minister
Ahmed Kadhim Ibrahim said the truck
was packed with explosives and the
intended target was a police station. 

After U.S. experts investigated, Capt.
Jason Beck of the 1st Armored Division,
which oversees security in Baghdad, said:
“It was a fuel truck that had a traffic acci-
dent, caught fire and exploded. ... There
was no evidence of a bomb.” 

Military explosives experts concluded
the blast was accidental after conducting
crater analysis and other tests at the site,
Beck said. In Washington, a senior
Pentagon official said on condition of
anonymity that it was an accident. 

North of Baghdad, U.S. forces
launched a major sweep in the town of
Samarra, breaking down doors and
searching shops for pro-Saddam Hussein
guerrillas in an effort to stamp out the
insurgency in the area, which has seen a
number of ambushes on U.S. forces. 

The coalition scored a major victory
Saturday by nabbing Saddam, who Iraqi
officials revealed Wednesday was being
held in the Baghdad area. But violence
has continued in the capital and in pre-
dominantly Sunni areas west and north of
Baghdad, once Saddam’s power base. In
the northern city of Mosul, assailants shot

and killed a policeman Wednesday, police
said. And Iraqi security forces there
opened fire on pro-Saddam protesters,
injuring nine, witnesses said. 

The truck explosion in al-Bayaa, a poor
district in southwestern Baghdad, raised
immediate suspicions of a new suicide
attack after several in the capital and else-
where since Saddam was seized. 

The truck collided with a bus not far
from a police station that has been
attacked in the past. The resulting explo-
sion wounded 20 people, hospital officials
said. The charred, crumpled bus lay in the
intersection, and body parts were scat-
tered in the area. Two nearby cars were
destroyed. 

In Wednesday’s raid, dubbed Operation
Ivy Blizzard, the 4th Infantry Division
and Iraqi forces detained at least a dozen
people in Samarra, which in recent weeks
has emerged as center of anti-U.S. attacks
in the so-called “Sunni Triangle” north
and west of the capital. 

Backed by armored vehicles and
Apache helicopters, U.S. troops conduct-
ed door-to-door searches in the predomi-
nantly Sunni town of 200,000 people. 

“Samarra has been a little bit of a thorn

in our side,” said U.S. Army Col. Nate
Sassaman. “It hasn’t come along as quick-
ly as other cities in the rebuilding of Iraq.
This operation is designed to bring them
up to speed.” 

Sassaman’s deputy, Capt. Matthew
Cunningham, said Samarra has a core of
about 1,500 fighters. 

On Tuesday, U.S. troops captured a
leading guerrilla, Qais Hattam, and 78
others in a nearby village. Maj. Josslyn
Aberle, spokeswoman for the 4th
Infantry, said all those captured in the raid
were in one room and apparently conduct-
ing a meeting to plan future attacks. The
night before, guerrillas ambushed a U.S.
patrol in Samarra, sparking a gunbattle in
which 11 of the attackers were killed. 

A member of the U.S.-appointed Iraqi
Governing Council said the U.S. military
is holding Saddam in the Baghdad area.
U.S. officials have previously said the for-
mer dictator was at an undisclosed loca-
tion in Iraq. 

“He is still in greater Baghdad,” said
council member Mouwafak al-Rubaie.
“Maybe he will stay there until he stands
trial.” 

Al-Rubaie spoke at a news conference

where council members issued a state-
ment asking for Iraqis to seek reconcilia-
tion following Saddam’s capture. The
council has established a war crimes tri-
bunal and hope to put him on trial for
human rights abuses. 

Council member Adnan Pachachi said
“all stages of the trial will be public.” He
added that international experts “are always
welcome” because the tribunal allows for
the appointment of foreign judges. 

Saddam’s capture sparked an outpour-
ing of anger in Sunni Triangle cities
Monday and Tuesday, with loyalists
storming the office of a U.S.-backed
mayor in Fallujah and clashing with
American troops in Ramadi. On Tuesday,
a pro-Saddam demonstration in Mosul
ended in violence, with a policeman killed
and a second injured. 

A roadside bomb wounded three
American soldiers in Saddam’s hometown
of Tikrit. 

President Bush said Saddam deserved the
“ultimate penalty” but it would be up to the
people of Iraq to decide whether he should
be executed. In an interview with ABC
News, the president also said Iraqis are
“capable of conducting the trial themselves.” 

The United Nations, the Vatican and
many countries oppose putting Saddam
on trial before any court that could sen-
tence him to death. 

The chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, Gen. Richard Myers, said Tuesday
in Baghdad that military planners were
preparing for U.S. troops to stay in Iraq
for up to two more years. 

Truck explosion accident in Baghdad kills at least 10

It’s getting hot in here
By The Associated Press

GENEVA — The year 2003, marked by a sweltering
summer and drought across large swaths of the planet,
was the third hottest in nearly 150 years, the United
Nations weather agency said Tuesday. 

The World Meteorological Organization estimated
the average surface temperature for the year to be 0.81
degrees Fahrenheit higher than the normal 57 degrees. 

The agency said that warmer weather could not be
attributed to any one cause but was part of a trend that
global warming was likely to prolong. 

The agency, which collects data from forecasters
worldwide, said the three hottest years since accurate
records began to be kept in 1861 have all been in the
past six years. 

The hottest was 1998, when the average temperature
was up 0.99 degrees. 

Bin Laden still planning attacks
By The Associated Press

ISTANBUL, Turkey — Osama bin Laden proposed
attacking a Turkish military base used by the United
States, but militants stymied by tight security bombed
civilian targets instead, killing Muslims and upsetting al-
Qaida leaders, Turkish officials told The Associated Press. 

The information came from interrogations of a top sus-
pect in last month’s deadly bombings in Istanbul that
authorities believe were carried out by Turkish militants
trained by al-Qaida in Afghanistan, according to the offi-
cials. 

The suspect, Fevzi Yitiz, told interrogators that bin

Laden approved attacks in Turkey on condition that
Turks were not killed, a top intelligence source told the
AP this week. 

But the militants instead bombed two synagogues, a
London-based bank and the British Consulate, killing
62 people, mostly Muslims. 

The sick ones flooding ER rooms
By The Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Sniffling, achy people suf-
fering from the flu are crowding hospital emergency
rooms around the country, creating long waits in the ER
and frustrating doctors who can do little more than treat
the symptoms. 

Hospitals in Arizona and North Carolina report
patients swamping pediatric emergency rooms. Health
departments are scrambling to get vaccines. Paper
masks are being handed out in waiting rooms in Rhode
Island and Tennessee. 

The ER at Vanderbilt Medical Center in Nashville
has seen a sharp increase in flu patients _ even though
doctors try to discourage most flu patients from visiting
the emergency room. 

“In most cases the patient faces increased wait times,
and then they’re told they have a viral illness and should
go home,” Vanderbilt spokesman John Howser said.
“There’s no treatment that will make flu go away.” 

What will get to Saddam?
By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Defense Secretary Donald H.
Rumsfeld sounded intrigued when asked how to get

Saddam Hussein talking to his interrogators. 
“Does he have any interest in his family? ... I don’t

know,” Rumsfeld told reporters Tuesday, ruminating
about the possible pressures that could be applied to the
former dictator. “He obviously doesn’t care anything
about his country or the Iraqi people. ... I’m not a psy-
chiatrist ... I have no idea what might affect him.” 

Fear of dying might, the defense secretary suggested.
President Bush said Tuesday he believes Saddam
deserves “the ultimate penalty.” 

“He had a pistol, but he’s alive. That’s got to tell you
something about him. He’s clearly not like the folks who
he gave $25,000 to, to go do suicide bombings and kill
themselves and be done,” Rumsfeld said, referring to
reports that Saddam paid families of Palestinian suicide
bombers. 

Rumsfeld said the CIA will oversee the interrogation. 

NYSE to get overhaul
By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Federal regulators are giving
their blessing to a proposed overhaul of the New York
Stock Exchange while urging further governance
changes in the future as the exchange emerges from a
scandal prompted by its former chairman’s lavish pay. 

The Securities and Exchange Commission was vot-
ing Wednesday to approve the plan proposed by the
NYSE’s interim chairman, John Reed, and endorsed last
month by 98 percent of the exchange’s members. The
plan would establish a smaller and more independent
board of directors to oversee regulation of the nation’s
largest stock exchange and appointment of a chief regu-
latory officer. 

A lawsuit alleging fraudulent trading, filed against
the NYSE by the biggest U.S. pension fund and
announced Tuesday, may have been at least partly
intended to grab the SEC commissioners’ attention as
they prepared to vote on the proposal. 

SEC approval is required for the plan to go forward. 

WORLD BRIEFLY

“It was a fuel truck that had a traffic 
accident, caught fire and exploded. ... There was no

evidence of a bomb.”

— CAPT. JASON BECK
1st Armored Division

DID YOU KNOW?: It takes 110 domestic silkworm cocoons to
make a man’s tie and 630 to make a blouse.
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Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

Where the “locals”meet and the “fun loving”tourists always return!

1615 Ocean Front, Santa Monica (310) 393-2666
At Santa Monica Beach in front of the historic merry-go round, just

below & southeast of the pier. This location has been here since 1902

SUN • FUN • GREAT FOOD
BEER • WINE • MUSIC

SPORTS TV • 2 OUTDOOR PATIOS
SMOKING ALLOWED

REASONABLE PRICES! CHILDREN WELCOME!

“WORLD FAMOUS”

J A P A N E S E   R E S T A U R A N T

$15 Special
FREE California Roll & FREE Miso Soup

with $15 purchase or more

Sushi Special
Buy 1 get second item free

Exp. Dec. 31, 2003

2645  LINCOLN  BLVD. IN  SANTA  MONICA
(AT OCEAN PARK INSIDE THOMAS’ COFFEE SHOP)

(310) 452-2265
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CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale
Furniture
Pets
Boats

Jewelry
Wanted
Travel
Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness
Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Obituaries

$350 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.  
Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 15,000.

CCLLAASSSSIIFFIIEEDDSS

Employment
$3 - 5K per week income poten-
tial work from home, NOT MLM.
(800)570-3782 Ext. 4020.

AUTO SALES
WE ARE LOOKING FOR A 

MOTIVATED SALESPERSON 
TO JOIN OUR TEAM OF CAR 
SALES PROFESSIONALS. IF 
YOU CAN SELL, CALL THE 
SALES MANAGER FOR IN-
TERVIEW AT (310)451-1588.

SANTA MONICA FORD

BEAUTY STYLIST’S for new 
Fantastic Sams Salon in Santa 
Monica. Guarantee 9/hr and up.
(310)890-1222

CASHIERS AND Hourly Super-
visor. FT/PT Must be reliable, 
excellent customer svc skills & 
available weekends. Experi-
ence with Low Carbohydrate di-
ets a plus! Apply in person.Pure 
Foods 1820 Wilshire Blvd, SM.
EOE.

DINING SERVER flexible 
hours, but must have lunch 
availability. Benihana 1447 4th 
Street. Santa Monica (310)260-
1423.

EXPERIENCED ELECTRI-
CIAN, industrial plumber, con-
crete form worker. Drivers li-
cense & vehicle a must. English 
speaking. Fax resume 
(310)719-1449.

FIGURE MODEL wanted. Fit fe-
male model wanted for figure 
drawing by artist. No experi-
ence necessary. Call (818)501-
0266

NEED SECURITY p/t am&pm 
for the city of Santa Monica call 
(714)531-0555.

SALES: 43 year old Forbes 500 
ranked affiliate co. is looking for 
sales pros to keep pace with 
rising gold market. Top earners 
make 200k+. Full benefits. No 
cold calling. Draw/comm. Santa 
Monica. Visit www.goldline.com 
or call (310)319-0313.

THE “GREAT American Pitchf-
est” will be held on Saturday, 
January 31st. at the Los An-
geles Convention Center . This 
will be the largest pitchfest ever 
held, and is for writers, produc-
ers, and directors for film and 
television of all genres and for-
mats. Attend training sessions 
with more than 10 “A-list”
speakers, celebrate at our 
“Sweet Taste of Success”
champagne and dessert buffet 
gala, and meet one-on-one with 
the power people of Hollywood 
who can help turn your movie 
and show ideas into reality. One 
“decision maker’ for every six 
participants. $150 until Decem-
ber 31 ($200 after). Only the 
most credible companies in Hol-
lywood invited. Visit website at 
www.pitchfest.com<  
http://www.pitchfest.com/> for 
full list & more information, or 
call 1-877-255-2528.

WRITER, PROPOSAL/TECH-
NICAL for writing response for 
R.F.P.’s. B.A. Journalism, Eng-
lish or Communication & certain 
tech writing required. WLA loca-
tion. Send resumes to re-
sumes@teampcs.com.

For Sale
ALL STORE fixtures for sale.
Bel Mondo going out of biz, 
1413 Montana Ave. (310)394-
7272.

APPLE IMAC 17”, 1.25 ghaz, 
new, panther, 80gb, 256mb, 
firewire, superdrive. $1750 
(310)919-7654.

ARCADE VIDEO GAMES for 
sale (818)252-7175.

Furniture
2 BEDROOM apartment furni-
ture for sale . For complete de-
scription & details. Call Paul 
Lorda (310)395-2558 or 
(310)804-0810.

7 PIECE Bedroom Set. All 
brand new! Wood sleigh bed, 
mattress set, nightstand, and 
more. Moving and must sell! 
List $2500. Giveaway $795.
(310)350-3814.

CHERRY SLEIGH Bed. Solid 
wood. Still in box. List $795.
Sacrifice $295. (310)350-3814

ITALIAN HOME & 
GARDEN FURNISHINGS

Mid-Century Venetian Glass
Tuscan Ceramics • Deruta Dinnerware

Florentine Leather • Chandeliers
Antique Linens • Jewelry

702 MONTANA AVENUE IN SANTA MONICA

(310) 394-0989
www.PonteV.com

ITALIAN LEATHER Sofa & 
Loveseat Brand new, still in 
crate from designer home 
show. List $3000. Sacrifice 
$995. Must sell! Will deliver! 
(310)350-3814.

KING DOUBLE Pillowtop Mat-
tress Set. Brand new, brand 
name. Must sell! List $895. Sac-
rifice $295. (310)350-3814

QUEEN DOUBLE Pillowtop 
Mattress Set. Plush, name 
brand, still in plastic. Warranty.
Was $595. Sacrifice $175.
(310)350-3814.

QUEEN ORTHO Mattress Set.
New, still in plastic w/warranty.
Must sell. $125 (310)350-3814.

Vehicles for sale

FOR
SALE 
“Classic” 1982 
Jeep Wagoneer

Solid Vehicle, Very Reliable,
Custom Seats, CD sounds,

Surf Racks, lots of love 
in this Truck.

$2500 FIRM.

(310) 699-7835

Vehicles for sale

1230 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-451-1588

’02 Ford Explorer Sport
V6, Automatic PW P/L tilt,

CD, Alloys! (ID#54518
STK#P5068) $13,995

’95 Ford Escort
Auto, A/C P/windows,

(ID#213592 - STK#P4698)
$3,995

’98 Chev Cavalier
4DR, Automatic, A/C, CD

(ID#807680) $3,995

’02 Chev Tahoe L/S
Dual A/C, CD, Dual P/seats,

third seat, alloys, much more!
(ID#193678) $24,895

’01 Ford Expedition
4x4, Dual A/C, Loaded

(LIC#40BR776 - ID#B59858)
$19,995

’02 Ford Explorer XLT
V6, Leather, Rear A/C, Third

seat (LIC#4TRX317 -
ID#A61068) $18,995

OF SANTA MONICA

PLUS TAX, LICENSE & DOCUMENT 
FEE ON ALL VEHICLES

Vehicles for sale

’01 DODGE 
DURANGO R/T 

VIN 544097 Loaded, Leather
only 31K, 1owner $19995

94 JAGUAR XJ6 
VIN 687617 Pristine cond.
6 disc changer wire wheels

$10995

95 MERCEDES 
BENZ S-320

VIN 280961 six disc changer
Black beauty $19995

97 BMW 328i
convertible VIN T98113 Super

clean low miles $19995

98 DODGE RAM2500 
PickupVIN 234380 Camper

shell chrome wheels 
reduced $9500

’03 DODGE VIPER
VIN 500992  Rare red car w/

black top 43 mls $92500

94  FORD BRONCO
Eddie Bauer 4x4 

VIN B55118 Immaculate
Leather Loaded $9995

Claude Short
Auto Sales Dealer

2501 Lincoln Blvd.
in Venice

(310) 395-3712

Vehicles for sale Vehicles for sale

1401 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-394-1888
infinitiofsantamonica.com 

✯’00 BMW X5 4.4i✯
Sport Pkg! V8, Loaded, Low

Mileage! BEAUTIFUL! (H02400)

✯’02 Infiniti Q45 Navi✯
THE EXECUTIVE RIDE!
All Loaded, Low Miles

(v002529) 3 More Available

✯’03 Infiniti G35 Sedan✯
DVD Navi, Prem whis, Loaded

(v006982)

✯’01 Ford Mustang✯

CONVERTIBLE! Automatic 
2D, Leather, (8837P)

✯’02 Audi A8L✯
FULLY LOADED! Premium Whls.
Bose Premium Sound (001079)

✯’02 Honda S2000✯
4-Cyl. 2.0L VTEC, Leather,
6-Speed, Manuel (8767P)

✯’02 Lexus IS300✯
Sport Cross, LOADED! Prem
Wheels, Leather (043651)

✯’00 Volvo V70 XC AWD✯

SE Wagon
2.4L Turbo, Moon, alloys

VALUE PRICED! (v707506)

of Santa Monica

1100 Santa Monica Blvd

(310) 319-1661
LAcarGUY.com

LEXUS/VOLKSWAGEN
OF SANTA MONICA

PRE-OWNED CENTER

2003 INFINITI G35
COUPE 2D

V6, Automatic, Leather,
Moon Roof (206812)

2002 LEXUS IS 300
SPORT CROSS

4D, Hatchback, Moon, Rear
Spoiler, Lthr (042025)

2003 VW BEETLE
GL Turbo Hatchback, 2D,

Automatic (424228)

2000 LEXUS RX 300
4D Sport Utility, Automatic,
Moon, Roof Rack (146978)

2000 VOLKSWAGEN
JETTA GLS

4D Sedan, Automatic,
Moon Roof (089016)

1999 LEXUS LX 470
4D Sport Utility, Automatic,

Leather, Moon (075956)

“My organizing services have certainly branched out along
the Westside due to the exposure in the Santa Monica Daily
Press. Busy families need organization and the response I
have received from the directory has proved to be very ben-
eficial. Whether you are a computer tutor or mover remind
yourself to place  an ad in the directory and hire a profes-
sional organizer to ensure more progress within your home.”

— Christine Cohen

“I’ve gotten great response from my ad and a lot of jobs.
You provide wonderful customer service and your rates are
well within my budget. Dealing with nice people is always
a pleasure.”

— Frank, Realistic Roofing

“It's great to have a Santa Monica daily back  for our com-
munity that gives excellent service.” 

— Howard Greenburg, Howard Management group

“I get lots of calls on my ads. Your service is impeccable.
You take care of my needs & remind me of renewals. Your
cover everything of what is important in Santa Monica. Your
a great daily.”

— Diego Guida

“Recently I placed an advertisement for employment for my
restaurant located on the Promenade. The response I
received was tremendous. This was my first experience with
Santa Monica Daily Press. Mitch Troy made my experience
easy and pleasurable and I will not hesitate to call Mitch for
any future advertisement needs. Thank you Daily Press for
all your help.

— Jim Rickwalt, Johnnie’s Italian Restaurant

Daily Press Classifieds
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Century West Properties
Exceptional Westside Rentals

LEASING CENTER
1437 SEVENTH STREET, SUITE 200
SANTA MONICA

Complementary Rental List  &
Leasing  Consultation
Walk-ins Welcome 10am – 6pm Daily
(310) 899-9580

Vehicles for sale

832 Santa Monica Blvd.

800-944-4157
LAcarGUY.com

’01 TOYOTA AVALON
TOYOTA CERTIFIED

Leather, Moonroof & Much More

(X14152527)

’01 TOYOTA 4RUNNER
TOYOTA CERTIFIED

12K miles (20258224)

’01 SIENNA XLE
TOYOTA CERTIFIED

Lthr, Fully Equipped

(24483153)

’02 BMW 325i
10K Miles, Like New

(2NJ21495)

’02 TOYOTA SEQUOIA
TOYOTA CERTIFIED

Limited, Super Clean

(2S090449)

’01 TOYOTA PRIUS
TOYOTA CERTIFIED

Rare Find (10036045)

’96 JEEP GRAND
CHEROKEE

LOADED w/ extras

(TC153347)

’98 TOYOTA 4RUNNER
LIMITED, auto, leather, loaded

(0058384)

Wanted

COUPLE SEEKS Santa Moni-
ca apartment starting Jan-Feb.
$700-$1100 (310)395-4433 or 
nicksper@adelphia.net

DO YOU HAVE SERIOUS 
ACNE?

Patients will be paid $500.00 
for

6 visits over 6 months.
Looking for women between 
the ages of 14-45 with seri-
ous acne who could partici-
pate in an FDA clinical study.

Women cannot be on 
accutane or Retin-A.

All medication,
physicals and visits are 

Free. No insurance is neces-
sary and all is confidential.

Interested participants 
should contact Christine 

@(323)937-7811

For Rent

GEORGETOWN LAKE MT De-
luxe 4 bdrm overlooking pristine 
mountain lake. Blue ribbon 
fishery. Minutes from Jack Nick-
laus golf course. Hike, boat, 
swim, horseback ride. Wildlife 
galore. Stunning sunset views.
$1200 per week. (310) 899-
3777

For Rent

3RD STREET PROMENADE 
Apts. Ocean views, remodeled 
units 1+1, $1500-$2000, 2+2 
$2100-$2500. 1453 3rd Street.
MOVE IN SPECIALS! 
(310)862-1000.

Casa Loma Apartment
101 Dudley Ave. Venice
NOW LEASING!

Steps to the beach
Singles and Studios
$695.00 to $1095.00

MOVE IN SPECIAL
FIRST MONTH FREE!

(Requires S.D. & 1 yr. lease)
1-888-399-1166

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee 
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Compa-
ny. 2111 Wilshire Blvd. Santa 
Monica, CA 90403.

For Rent For Rent

NEW  STUDIO Apartments 
available. $1075-$1345. Six 
blocks to beach. Promenade 
area!  (310)656-0311                    

2802 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-828-7525

RENTALS  AVAILABLE
NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA  MONICA

933 5th St. $895
Lower single, stove,
near Montana Ave., 

laundry room

927 3rd St. $1300
Upper 1 bed, garage includ-
ed, new carpet, blinds, & tile

1230 Berkeley $1450
Lower 2 bed, hardwood

floors, dishwasher, front unit,
yard area

OFFICE  SPACE

2918 S.M. Blvd. $525
Small 2nd floor space,

approx. 230 SF, 1 parking,
flex terms

1247 Lincoln $695
2nd floor, 3 room office,

near Wilshire, approx 450 SF

BRENTWOOD
WLA/MAR  VISTA

649 Barrington,
Brentwood, $1200

Upper 1 bed, new carpet &
blinds, brand new kitchen, pool

12258 Montana,
Brentwood, $1950

Upper 2 bed, 2 bath, 
new berber carpet, gated 

entry & parking

SALES • RENTALS 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO TO
WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

S.M. $1725.00 On 18th near 
SM Blvd. 2bdrm, 1.5ba. Town-
house. Intercom entry, Applian-
ces, wetbar, fireplace, private 
patio, 2-car garage. Info:
(310)828-4481.

SANTA MONCA 1+1, lower, r/s, 
gated, carpet, pool, 
laundry,parking, elec. included, 
$950.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1295/mo.
1232 Harvard.

Beautiful 1 bdrm, 1ba.
Prestigious location, secluded 

builiding. Features large 
closets, stove, dishwasher,

gated parking.
Owner will consider pets.

Walk to shops, restaurants & 
transportation.
(310)717-7963

SANTA MONICA 2+2, carpet, 
laundry, new paint, blinds, park-
ing, great building, $1275.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA 3+2, new 
bath, hardwood floors, laundry, 
remodeled, gated, quiet, $2050.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

For Rent
SANTA MONICA bachelor, up-
per, carpet, laundry, great deal, 
utilities included $600.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA North of Wil-
shire $1500/mo. 2 bedroom 1 
bath closed garage,laundry, 
shared patio,quiet.(310)451-
9673.

SANTA MONICA studio, lower, 
r/s, in 4-plex, near Wilshire, 
parking, utilities included $725.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

Houses For Rent
SANTA MONICA duplex 1+!, 
r/s, new carpet, w/d, remodeled, 
private, parking, $1100

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA guest house, 
furnished, r/s, w/d, quiet, yard, 
parking, utilities included, 
$1250.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA triplex, 1+1, 
r/s, carpet, yard, remodeled 
kitchen, utilities included, 
$1295.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

Roommates

Roommates

NON-SMOKING SWF desires 
room to rent or studio apart-
ment. Augustchild2@msn.com 
(760)409-7376.

SANTA MONICA shared apart-
ment, private room, furnished, 
fireplace laundry, month-to-
month. $500.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA shared house, 
private room, r/s, dishwasher, 
laundry, utilities included $595.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

Commercial Lease

Commercial Lease

SANTA MONICA
OFFICES

310.395.4620
$1450.00 AND UP..

• CHARMING MEDITERRANEAN STYLE
• NEAR PROMENADE - WINDOWS OPEN
• GARDEN COURTYARD BUILDING
• TELEPHONE SYSTEM INCLUDED
• NEW PAINT AND CARPET
• FURNISHED AVAILABLE
• SHORT OR LONG TERM
• PARKING INCLUDED
• 2 TO 4 ROOMS
• AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY

FOR RENT office suite in Santa 
Monica w/use of ammenties.
175 sq. ft. $700/mo. (310)396-
9310 ext. 107.

MDR ADJ: 2 offices in newer 
building 389 sq. ft. $550, 621 
sq. ft. $800. (310)390-7487.

MDR SHARE space. New suite, 
4 space in small Law Firm. Law 
Library, Conference Room, Re-
ceptionist, Copier, DSL, Parking 
Available, 90 Freeway close.
Starting at $750. (310)553-
0756.

Massage

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE,
Swedish, Accupressure, 
Deep-tissue, Sports Mas-
sage, Reflexology. For apt 
call Tracy at (310)435-0657.

For Rent

Commercial Lease

SANTA MONICA bachelor, up-
per, carpet, laundry, great deal, 
utilities included $600.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com
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For Rent

SANTA MONICA North of Wil-
shire $1500/mo. 2 bedroom 1 
bath closed garage,laundry, 
shared patio,quiet.(310)451-
9673.

SANTA MONICA studio, lower, 
r/s, in 4-plex, near Wilshire, 
parking, utilities included $725.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

Houses For Rent
SANTA MONICA duplex 1+!, 
r/s, new carpet, w/d, remodeled, 
private, parking, $1100

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA guest house, 
furnished, r/s, w/d, quiet, yard, 
parking, utilities included, 
$1250.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA triplex, 1+1, 
r/s, carpet, yard, remodeled 
kitchen, utilities included, 
$1295.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

Roommates
NON-SMOKING SWF desires 
room to rent or studio apart-
ment. Augustchild2@msn.com 
(760)409-7376.

SANTA MONICA shared apart-
ment, private room, furnished, 
fireplace laundry, month-to-
month. $500.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA shared house, 
private room, r/s, dishwasher, 
laundry, utilities included $595.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

Commercial Lease

MDR ADJ: 2 offices in newer 
building 389 sq. ft. $550, 621 
sq. ft. $800. (310)390-7487.

Specializing

in Leasing 

& Selling

Office &

Industrial

Buildings
Christina S. Porter
Senior Associate

310-440-8500 x.104

SANTA MONICA retail store for 
lease. 1740 Ocean Park Blvd.
Approx. 600 sq/ft. remodeled, 
skylights, finished concrete 
floors, a/c. Good for clothing, art 
or books. $1500/mo. (310)753-
2621.

SM/OCEAN PARK: room avail-
able in well located Chiropractic
& Acupuncture office 3 days 
per/wk $500/mo. Jasmine 
(310)392-9596.

Real Estate

AGAPE ESTATES
Pride of Ownership

Homes and Units
Realtor and Developer

Call Today
310-745-4847
Buy or Sell Tomorrow

Real Estate Wanted
MOTIVATED BUYER: I buy 
houses, any area, any price, 
any condition .
Call (310)422-4933 .

Massage
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal 
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
Energy balancing. Strictly non-
sexual. Introductory specials 
from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, L.M.T.
(310)749-0621

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong 
and tender relaxing bodywork 
by mature European. Professio-
nal Lady Sonja (310)397-0433.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS! FOOT 
AND BACK-WALKING SPE-
CIAL MASSAGE: HOLI-
DAY  SPECIAL (EXPIRES 
DECEMBER 2003)

ENJOY a really great, 
amazing and wonderful full 
body massage. Swedish, 
deep-tissue. (Platonic only!) 
1-4/hrs. Will come to you.
24/7  Cute, slim, fit, petite 
mature chocolate. 14 years 
experience. Dolly (310)358-
6535.

OCEAN THERAPY: nice relax-
ing massage Spanish & Asian 
Staff (310)899-3709.

OLIVIA FULL body massage.
Smooth, thorough, divinely re-
laxing by beautiful, mature 
woman. Professional & licensed 
$120/hr. $80/ 1/2  hr. (310)915-
5519.

REVITALIZE & Rejuvenate.
Body, Mind & Spirit with a ther-
apeutic Swedish/Deep-tissue 
massage. Laura (310)394-2923  
(310)569-0883.

STRONG & SOOTHING Swed-
ish & Deep-Tissue body work.
Only $40/70min. Non-sexual.
Paul: (310)741-1901.

Massage
THERAPEUTIC ASIAN mas-
sage $49/hr. 1227 Lincoln #201 
Santa Monica (323)630-9506.
Appointment only.

Health/Beauty

FREE
HAIRCUT WITH 

THIS AD

(310) 393-2772
Fitness

in Santa Monica

1335 B 4th St.
310-917-1371

The Power to Amaze Yourself.™

GET 50% OFF THE
SERVICE FEE

Offer valid 7/15/03 thru 11/30/03
*Based on first visit enrollment, minimum. 12 months c.d. 

program. Service fee paid at time of enrollment. 
Not valid with any other offer.

Facials  • Yoga  • Pilates • Therapeutic Massage
Pregnancy & Post-pregnancy services

BRING IN A FRIEND AND SHE’S FREE!

1333 Ocean Avenue in Santa Monica 

(310) 458-8190
Dr. Lisa Masterson, M.D. 

Ocean Oasis
A Medical Day Spa for Women

TAI CHI/I-CHIUNG classes in 
Santa Monica call for info.
(626)429-6360.

Fitness

Have Fun Getting
FIT By the BEACH

Inquire About Our Way to
Wellness Program! Exercise,

Eating & Stress Management … 
All In One Great Program!

Located at the Loews
Santa Monica Beach Hotel

310-842-5657
www.globalfitnesssolutionsonline.com

Feel Better…Lose Weight…Improve your Health!

Lost & Found
FOUND 12-5-03 evening; gold 
wedding band at Santa Monica 
& 4th (310)820-5926.

Personals

NEXT EVENT:

January 5th @ 7 pm

WORLD CAFE IN SANTA MONICA
RSVP’s Required

LOG ONTO www.fastdater.com

FASTDATER.COM HAS 
REVOLUTIONIZED THE WAY

PEOPLE DATE TODAY!
Have you had it with blind dates? Then
FastDater is for you! Participants even
tell us it feels like you are on a game

show — dating finally made fun!

❤❤
Talk to a Model 24hrs.

310-786-8400
818-264-1906
213-259-1902
949-722-2222
$15/15 min.

CC/Check OK
www.USLove.com

FOR RENT office suite in Santa 
Monica w/use of ammenties.
175 sq. ft. $700/mo. (310)396-
9310 ext. 107.

Personals

SANTA MONICA
OFFICES

310.395.4620
$1450.00 AND UP..

• CHARMING MEDITERRANEAN STYLE
• NEAR PROMENADE - WINDOWS OPEN
• GARDEN COURTYARD BUILDING
• TELEPHONE SYSTEM INCLUDED
• NEW PAINT AND CARPET
• FURNISHED AVAILABLE
• SHORT OR LONG TERM
• PARKING INCLUDED
• 2 TO 4 ROOMS
• AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY

MDR SHARE space. New suite, 
4 space in small Law Firm. Law 
Library, Conference Room, Re-
ceptionist, Copier, DSL, Parking 
Available, 90 Freeway close.
Starting at $750. (310)553-
0756.

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE,
Swedish, Accupressure, 
Deep-tissue, Sports Mas-
sage, Reflexology. For apt 
call Tracy at (310)435-0657.

DENTAL
EMERGENCY?

UCLA Parkside Medical

2428 SANTA MONICA BLVD., SUITE 303 • SANTA MONICA

• Evening hours + emergency services
• Root Canals, Crowns, Veneers
• 20+ years of experience
• UCLA Graduate
• Most insurances accepted
• Cosmetic Dentistry

Dr. David Taft, DDS

310-315-3676

Brainstorm for the New Year
50% Holiday Discount to all callers

A/C CONSTRUCTION

COMMERCIAL
Residential Remodel

HONEST & RELIABLE

FREE ESTIMATES

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

A1 CONSTRUCTION, framing, 
drywall, electrical. 30 years in 
this area. Free estimate.
(310)475-0497 or (310)415-
7134.

B.C. HAULING clean-up; all 
types big truck; hydrolic liftgate 
-small truck. No Saturdays.
(310)714-1838.

BEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES for 
small businesses and individu-
als. Quickbooks, MYOB and Mi-
crosoft Money. Reasonable 
Rates. (310)876-0363.

DISCOUNT GRANITE COUN-
TER TOPS $199-$200, 26 1/2”
x 96”. Great colors, same cost 
as tile. (310)985-1285.

COPPER REPIPE SPECIALIST
LOW WATER PRESSURE? RUSTY

UNSAFE WATER? GETTING SCALDED?
We specialize in Copper Repipe of 

private homes & apartments. Call us!
Senior Citizen Discount

FREE Estimates

1-877-379-9455
SOL’S PLUMBING

AMERICAN
EXPRESS

FREE
WATER HEATER

Lic#767143 Bonded & Ins.
ALL WORK IS GUARANTEED

ALWAYS A CLEAN QUALITY JOB!

NBM CONSTRUCTION
Room Additions, Remodel,

Electric, Plumbing, Carpentry
(888) 420-5866 

Lic#745354

HEAD SHOTS. Price includes 
shoot fee, contact sheets, nega-
tives & expenses. $250.
www.randphoto.net (310)395-
0147.

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,

unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and 
other home/office paper 

management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL 
ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

HOME THEATER AND MUSIC:
system design, installing and 
troubleshooting. 16 years expe-
rience with audio/video sys-
tems, satellite, cable, telephone 
and computer networks.
(310)450-6540.

WALLPAPER REMOVAL &
INSTALLATION

wall texture/ painting Glenn’s 
Wallpaper Service. Get Ready 

For The Holidays 
(310)686-8505.

KIM’S CHRISTMAS TREES
Finest Quality and Service

We offer tree removal.
Call for an appointment.

(310) 828-5467
MARCO TELECOM: Phone 
jacks, installation & repair. Re-
wiring phone line, splitting busi-
ness. (310)301-1926, pager:
(310)351-7673.

When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!

NED PARKER 
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured • Lic#658-486
PAINTING • CARPENTRY • ROOFING

CONCRETE • ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869

PAINTING TOP QUALITY  A&A 
custom,Interior And Exterior .
Free Quote. Jeff Arrieta 
(310)560-9864.

TOWN & Country Builder. Ma-
sonry work, concrete, drive-
ways, brick, stone wall, patio, 
tile. State/Lic. 441191 (310)578-
7108.

PICTURE FRAMES custom 
made by professional (310)980-
2674.

NOTICE TO
READERS:

California  law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that
total $500 or more (labor or 

materials) be licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board. State law also requires 
that contractors include their

license number on all 
advertising.You can check the 

status of your licensed 
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed 

contractors taking jobs that
total less than $500 must state

in their advertisements that 
they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board.

Business Services

HOW can you get the power 
of email working for your 
business?

Great Big Noise
www.greatbignoise.com

Computer Services

COMPUTER HELP: Your office 
or home. Typing, tutorial, Micro-
soft Word, Excel, Access, inter-
net navigation, software instal-
lation. Also, notary public serv-
ices. (310)207-3366
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A FAMILY OF DEALERS

Drivers 
wanted.®

By The Associated Press

■ SYDNEY, Australia — Nicole Kidman thrilled
local fans at the Australian premiere of her film “Cold
Mountain” Wednesday, shaking hands and signing auto-
graphs for some who’d waited hours for her arrival. 

With her trademark red curls dyed blond and wearing
a gold Karl Lagerfeld dress, the statuesque Oscar-win-
ner said she was happy to be home and would spend
Christmas in Sydney. 

“I am relieved, relieved to have made it,” Kidman
told reporters. 

Local celebrities walked a white carpet rather than
the traditional red one, in honor of director Anthony
Minghella’s Civil War epic, which also stars Renee
Zellweger and Jude Law. 

Minghella said the film couldn’t have been made in
North Carolina, where it was set, because the landscape
had changed so much since the 1800s. Instead, much of
it was shot in Romania. 

“When you see the film, you see the landscapes look
like the 19th century in a way that nowhere in America
looks like the 19th century now,” he said. 

Kidman shrugged off the Oscar buzz surrounding her
performance as Ada, a woman born into privilege who’s
forced to fend for herself, protecting her father’s farm
from ruin and attack. 

“I don’t buy into any of that until it happens,” she
said. 

The 36-year-old won the best-actress Oscar this year
for her portrayal of troubled author Virginia Woolf in
“The Hours.” 

“Cold Mountain” opens in the United States on
Christmas Day. 

■ BEVERLY HILLS, Calif. — It didn’t take
William H. Macy long to create the memorable charac-
ter Tick-Tock McGlaughlin in “Seabiscuit.” 

Director Gary Ross wrote the role of the rapid-fire

radio reporter specifically for Macy. 
“A lot of my fellow actors in this film worked very,

very hard and I walked in and in four days knocked this
thing off,” Macy said Monday night at a party marking
the release of “Seabiscuit” on DVD. 

Tobey Maguire and Chris Cooper co-starred in the
summer movie hit about the race horse that became a
symbol of hope during the Depression. 

Although Macy wasn’t on the set long, he appears
throughout the film. 

“It looks as if I shot as much as Tobey,” the 53-year-
old said. “I didn’t realize that it would have the impact
that it did.” 

In September, Macy won an Emmy as best actor in a
miniseries for “Door to Door,” which earned three other
awards. He plays a Vegas loser in his latest film “The
Cooler,” which is already playing in New York and Los
Angeles and opens nationwide Friday. 

■ PARIS — French actor Jean Reno, star of “The
Professional” and “La Femme Nikita,” has been named
an officer in France’s National Order of Merit. 

President Jacques Chirac decorated Reno at a cere-
mony Monday at the Elysee Palace. 

Reno, 55, is both a dramatic actor and an action hero
and has found success in Hollywood, appearing in
“Mission Impossible” and “Ronin.” 

The National Order of Merit, which ranks below the
Legion of Honor, was created in 1963 by late President
Charles de Gaulle. 

■ NEW YORK — Mary J. Blige married record pro-
ducer Kendu Isaacs at her Bergen County, N.J., home on
Dec. 7, says People magazine. 

A guest played “Here Comes the Bride”on the piano,
and Blige’s mother, Cora, and sister LaTonya whipped
up a menu of oxtail, barbecued chicken, crab, red rice
and salad, the magazine reported in its Dec. 22 issue. 

A photo showed Blige wearing a sleeveless white
dress. 

“He completes me in the areas that I’m weak in. He’s
an analytical brain. I’m a creative brain. We pray togeth-
er. We read the Bible together,”the 32-year-old singer is
quoted on her Web site. “I’ve never seen a man who
loves the Lord like he does. He loves his family. He’s a
good person. He makes me laugh.”

Blige won critical acclaim and commercial success
with 1992’s “What’s the 411?”_ groundbreaking for its
then-novel mixture of hip-hop beats and R&B melodies. 

Her latest album is “Love & Life.”

■ NEW YORK — Former U.S. Sen. Alfonse
D’Amato is engaged to be married to Katuria Smith, a
Manhattan lawyer and his girlfriend of four years. 

D’Amato proposed to Smith at a party Saturday at
the Bridgeview Yacht Club on Long Island. The gather-
ing had been planned as a celebration of Smith’s 38th
birthday. Instead, the 66-year-old D’Amato unveiled a
cake reading: “Will you marry me?”

The wedding will be held next summer. 
D’Amato, who runs a Manhattan consulting firm, has

four children with his first wife, Penny D’Amato. 

■ DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. — Ben Affleck will be
the grand marshal at next year’s Daytona 500. 

The 31-year-old actor and NASCAR fan will begin
the Feb. 15 race with the traditional command to the 43-
car field: “Gentlemen, start your engines.” 

“He is delighted,” Affleck spokesman Ken Sunshine
said Tuesday. 

Actor John Travolta handled the grand marshal duties
for the famed race at Daytona International Speedway
last year. 

Affleck’s latest movie, “Paycheck,” is set to open on
Dec. 25. 

Nicole Kidman thrills crowd in land down under


