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DOWNTOWN The scenery might be beauti-
ful, the amenities of world-class dining
and entertainment plentiful, but all of that
comes with a high price tag for businesses.

That’s according to a survey released ear-
lier this week by Claremont McKenna
College, rating Santa Monica as one of the
top 10 most expensive cities in the country
to conduct a business.

The 14th annual Kosmont-Rose
Institute Cost of Doing Business Survey
compares 402 cities nationwide based on
government fees and taxes that are
imposed on businesses, finding that some
of the most expensive places are in
California, where Los Angeles and San
Francisco are also in the top 10.

Santa Monica has always made a regular
appearance on the list, mostly due to a com-
bination of a high business license tax, Utility
User Tax, and property tax that runs in the
middle to high range relative to other munic-
ipalities in Los Angeles County, according to
Larry Kosmont, who invented the survey and
remains closely involved since signing it off
to Claremont McKenna College.

The survey came out of Kosmont’s eco-
nomic development consulting business
after he was approached by customers about
how to compare the costs of conducting
businesses in different cities.

He started with 75 cities and it soon blos-
somed to more than 400 nationwide.

One city that was always among the most
expensive from the early years of the study
was Santa Monica.

“The combined effect of high business
license tax and utility tax and middle-range
property tax keeps it at that high-cost cate-
gory,” Kosmont said.

He calls the survey a “first-cut analysis”
that doesn’t take into account other factors
that companies look for when choosing a
location, such as the education system, the
quality of workforce and other amenities,
all of which make Santa Monica a desirable
city.

“Santa Monica remains a prime address
for many businesses,” he said. “It benefits
from a good location, a pleasant urban envi-

Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com
MAKING STRIDES: Fourth grade teacher Sandra Brumer of Edison Language Academy goes over a lesson with her class on Tuesday morning.
Edison was one of 200 California schools that received a Title I Academic Achievement Award. To meet the criteria for this distinction, the school
must demonstrate that all students are making significant progress toward proficiency on California’s academic content standards. Additionally,
the school’s socioeconomically disadvantaged students must have doubled the achievement targets set for them for two consecutive years.

BY MELODY HANATANI
Daily Press Staff Writer

KANSAS AVENUE Some students may come
from families with a steady income, others
from households where the next rent pay-
ment is in doubt, but all pupils at one ele-
mentary school are showing that achieve-
ment in the classroom is possible regardless
of their economic background.

Edison Language Academy was named
this week as one of 200 recipients of the
2008-09 Title I Academic Achievement
Award by the California Department of
Education, which every year honors schools
where students have made strides toward
reaching proficiency on state content stan-
dards.

The award is given only to Title I schools
— institutions that receive federal funding

and where at least 40 percent of students
are on a free and reduced lunch program —
that have gone above and beyond targets set
for the yearly Academic Performance
Index, which measures performance and
growth. The school’s socio-economically
disadvantaged students must also perform
well on their set targets for two consecutive
years.

“These schools deserve high praise for
improving student achievement,” Jack
O’Connell, the state superintendent of
public instruction, said. “They have
addressed barriers to student success and
were able to create a school environment
conducive to learning.”

In general, the goal in California is for all
schools — regardless of whether or not
they’re Title I — to achieve an API score of
at least 800.

Located in the Pico Neighborhood,
which has the highest concentration of
low-income residents in the city, Edison
Language Academy has received the award
for the past four years and boasts an API
growth of 130 points over the past five
years. The scores for all subgroups, which
include children from economically disad-
vantage families and English-language
learners, has also increased over the past
few years, according to Principal Lori
Orum.

“We’re a lean organization and all of our
resources go to kids, teaching and learning,”
Orum said.

The school has adopted a focus on edu-
cating the whole child, looking at how they
learn, what skills they have and strategies

Edison recognized for academic achievement

SEE EDISON PAGE 7 SEE BUSINESS PAGE 7
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A newspaper with issues

For more information on any of the events listed, log on to smdp.com and click the “Events” tab for the given day’s calendar.

Los Angeles Veterans acupuncture
Emperors College

1807 Wilshire Blvd., 1:30 p.m. — 4:30 p.m.
LAVA offers $5 (cash/check) group acupuncture holistic treat-
ments to military and war vets who have symptoms of stress
or traumatic-stress, PTSD. This new clinic sponsored by Iraq

Rose Inc. is on the second floor in Classroom C. Vets must call
to reserve space: (818)359-6868.

Holiday craft extravaganza
Montana Branch Library

1704 Montana Ave., 3:45 p.m. — 4:30 p.m.
Bring your children, ages 4 and up, to the Montana Branch
Library for a holiday craft extravaganza. All of the materials
will be provided free of charge and your children will be able

to create a holiday related gift for mom, dad or someone spe-
cial. For more information call, (310) 829-7081.

Thursday, Dec. 18, 2008
Samohi for the holidays

Santa Monica High School’s Barnum Hall
601 Pico Blvd., 7 p.m. — 10 p.m.

Students will sing from all corners of Barnum Hall during this
winter concert of perpetual motion. Tickets are $5 for students

and seniors; $10 for adults.

Staying out late
Montana Avenue
10 a.m. — 8 p.m.

The cool shops and boutiques located in this hip shopping dis-
trict will be keeping their doors open for holiday shoppers until

8 p.m. 

Time for stories
Montana Avenue Branch Library

1704 Montana Ave., 11:15 a.m. — 11:45 p.m.
Calling all preschoolers for story time. 

In the news ...
Fairview Branch Library

2101 Ocean Park Blvd., 1 p.m. — 2:30 p.m.
Join this weekly discussion of the week’s key news stories.

The discussion covers everything from politics to culture. Jack
Nordhaus, a former college history professor, moderates. For

more information, call (310) 450-0443.

holiday Diamond Jewelry 

331 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica   2 Hours Free Parking (Behind Store)
310.451.13499 • www.readersjewelers.com

I LOVE YOU

Special Holiday Hours
10am - 6pm, M-SA, Sun. Dec. 7, 14 and 21 12N - 5pm

LA'ss Leaderr inn Tattooo 
andd Hairr Removal

Sunset Package
6 Full Treatments
of Underarm +
Bikini Hair
Removal
$999

"Platinum Sunset
Package"

6 Full Treatments
of Underarm +

Bikini + Full
Legs Hair
Removal

$1999

Santa Monica
514 Wilshire Blvd

310-393-2929

Marina del Rey
4268 Lincoln Blvd

310-823-2929

25% off for mentioning this ad
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Since 1967
Quality & Value Always!

310-399-7892
27322 Mainn St.

Santaa Monica

Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.
6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

"The Best Gift:
Fellowship at

the table!"

BY ROB LAWRENCE
Special to the Daily Press

CITYWIDE Thieves and burglars seem to
have no problem stealing and vandalizing
holiday lawn displays this year. Not even the
baby Jesus is sacred.

So it should come as no surprise that
home burglaries are generally on the rise
during the holiday season, a time when peo-
ple leave their homes unattended while on
extended vacations.

“During the holiday season there is usu-
ally a higher amount of property type
crime,” said  Sgt. Renaldi Thruston of the
Santa Monica Police Department. “Thefts
are on the rise because people forget to take
basic precautions.”

While there has been a decline in overall
home burglaries compared to 2007 (there
have been 323 burglaries as of Dec. 1, a

decline of 37 from last year), the SMPD is
reminding residents to be vigilant, especially
during these trying economic times.

The SMPD has many guides on their Web
site on how to prevent a home burglary and
they urge residents who will be gone this
holiday season to take a good look at those
tips.

“Most important is securing all your
doors and windows,” Thruston said. “Stop
your mail. That’s the first sign that no one’s
home, when it starts to stack up. It’s going to
be obvious that no one is there.”

To give the appearance that a home is
occupied Thruston recommends purchasing
and installing a light timer, which activates
the lights to turn on and off throughout the
day. Leaving a TV set on is another way to
scare off thieves.

Thruston advises holiday travelers to
move valuables out of sight so criminals

have a harder time casing a house for poten-
tial items to steal.

“The number one cause [of robbery] is
people leaving something visible inside of
homes or vehicles,” Thruston said.

Thruston also recommends breaking
down any boxes that indicate valuables with-
in the house, such as a large flat screen TV
box left in front of a house.

To assure residents they aren’t on their
own, Thruston said SMPD officers will be
out on the prowl for sneaky thieves.

“Our officers are on heightened alert. We
have enough officers out in the field,”
Thruston said.“They are more diligent when
it comes to thefts and burglaries, they are
more aware of the potential.”

Having an alarm system is another rec-
ommended way to protect homes and the
valuables inside when on vacation.

“I would feel better if my family members

had an alarm system. I don’t feel good if my
alarm system isn’t working,” said Jack
Podolski, owner of Mar Vista Security.

For those with a system already in place,
Podolski advises periodic check-ups, which
can be done by putting the system in test
mode and opening a door or window. Also
remembering to change the batteries on the
panel is an important chore.

“If you haven’t  changed your alarm bat-
tery in three years, replace it,” Podolski said.
“It’s amazing how many people do not check
their batteries.”

One of Podolski’s other suggestions is
getting a panic button add-on to a home
security system, which transmits a silent
alarm to the local police.

“The best thing is to have a wireless panic
button, it’s an add on, it’s worth it,” Podolski

BY DAILY PRESS STAFF

CITYWIDE Public health officials issued a
Cold Weather Advisory for coastal areas,
which are expected to be in the mid 40s to
low 50s until Friday.

“Because children and the elderly are
especially vulnerable during such cold snaps,
care should be taken to ensure they don’t get
too cold when they are outside,” said
Jonathan E. Fielding, director of public
health. “There are places where people can
go to stay warm, such as shelters or other
public facilities. We also want to remind peo-
ple not to use stoves, barbecues or ovens to
heat their homes due to the risk of carbon
monoxide poisoning.”

A Winter Shelter Program is available for
seniors and those looking for a place to stay
warm. Locations and transportation infor-
mation can be found on the Los Angeles
Homeless Services Authority’s Web site at:
www.lahsa.org, or by calling the county
Information line at 211. For the deaf and
hearing disabled, call the TDD line at (800)
660-4026.

Take precautions to protect yourself from
the cold:

• Dress in layers of warm clothing if you

Stop the Grinch from stealing Christmas

SEE CRIME PAGE 8

Temperatures in
mid 40s expected

SEE COLD PAGE 8

IT’S A WRAP Fabian Lewkowicz FabianLewkowicz.com
(Left to right) Samantha O'Neil, director of Government Affairs for the Santa Monica Chamber of Commerce, wraps a gift along with Lynne
Thomas, director of Sales and Marketing of the Lobster, and Pete Thorson, board member of the Police Activities League (PAL), on Tuesday
during the 'It's a Wrap Party' at Macerich Co.’s headquarters. Community leaders and volunteers from PAL, Bayside District Corp. and Macerich,
wrapped more than 250 gifts which were collected during the Winterlit  ‘Best Gift Ever’ community gift drive. Gifts collected will be distributed
this Saturday at PAL to children who might otherwise go without presents this holiday season.  
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OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters
we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to editor@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 410 Broadway,
Suite B, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.

Convention donors seek aid
Editor: 

It appears the more money you contribute to the
political parties, the larger the bailout requests and the
greater the chance of receiving the money. So here is
an idea, let the taxpayers form a coalition. Let’s call it
Starving Debt Ridden U.S. Citizens. If 75 million join, we
could contribute $375 million to each party and ask for
bailout monies of, say, $50 billion. Since I head up the
coalition, I will have my board of directors approve a
$20 million bonus for myself, and in return I could
authorize a $1 million bonus reward for each of my key
appointed persons. To become a key appointed person,
all you have to do is volunteer $250,000 to my favorite
charity (me). Sounds like a plan to me. 

Fred Alexander 
Santa Monica 

Good riddance, GOP
Editor:

The fall of the Grand Old Party, the demise of the
GOP, as our fathers once knew it, is almost certain if
Republicans continue to embrace the likes of Sarah
Palin and the fundamentalist doctrine of its religious
base.

The religious right is a dead end for the Republican
Party with its agenda of deception, hypocrisy and intol-
erance that plays to anti-gay bigots, self-righteous
anti-abortionists and a dwindling block of conservative
white voters.

The extremes meet and have found a home and have
a stranglehold on the Republican Party. C'est la vie and
good riddance.

Ron Lowe
Nevada City, Calif.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send comments to editor@smdp.com 

Steve “the Mailman” Breen Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Going Postal

AS WE MOVE INTO THE WINTER OF THE
year, many Americans are moving into the
December of their lives. As the “Greatest
Generation” of WWII passes into the mists
of legend, the “Boomers” are fast becoming
the largest segment of our graying gerit-
ocracy. “Me Generation” Americans, as a
lubricious sub-culture that celebrates youth,
strength, beauty and Botox, has very little
use for our wiser elders beyond greeting us
at the local Wal-Mart.

As our culture dissolved from a predomi-
nantly bucolic agrarian lifestyle into the
vicissitudes of post-modernist narcissism,
our response to the impending denouement
of our geezer population enshrines the iron-
ic notion that “it will never happen to me.”
Folks, there are 12 Step meetings for this.
Get a sponsor. The young routinely dismiss
the old because, well, they’re old. Being old
demographically demonstrates that there’s
nothing much worthwhile or exciting that
the Gen X/Y/Z’ers can’t reasonably compare
to online shopping, self-absorbed isolation
on cell phones or downloading the latest
Paris Hilton video.

We rarely, if ever, live in situations where-
by the Mesolithic extended family of mom,
dad, sister, brother and creepy Uncle Al
entail taking care of Grammy and Gramps
under the same roof. That era ended when
the last remnants of the family farm conced-
ed to the superior efficiency of Archer
Daniel Midlands and Monsanto.

Culturally we surmise that the “new” is so
much more superior to the “old.” Say good-
bye to inefficiently catching organic catfish,
one at a time, with a bamboo pole by the
lake on a lazy summer afternoon with
Gramps. Now say hello to buying farm-
raised organic catfish at Whole Foods with
big brother who is now catching dollar bills,
one at a time, as a pole-dancer at the
Hootchie Koo Club to avoid farm chores. No
muss and no fuss (the catfish, I mean). And
your environmentally friendly catfish is then
euphemistically “harvested” and packaged
with such cranio-rectal environmental cor-
rectness so as to not offend your tender sen-
sibilities as a nouveau green consumer.

So in this miasma of the warm and fuzzy
New Age higher consciousness, we farm out
the harvest of our seniors to a “full-assisted
elder care facility” as it sounds so, well, effi-
cient and convenient. It’s sort of like abor-
tion in reverse; efficient, convenient and
solves a problem. In less enlightened times
we cozily called an elder care facility “the
home” in hopes that Grammy and Gramps
hadn’t enough remaining gray matter to fig-
ure out that Grammy’s walker is clogging up
the hall closet and Gramps’ leaves his teeth
in a glass jar in the kitchen. Obviously some-
thing is wrong so let’s send them to a
“home.” Politically correct liberal fascists,
however, invented a newer, more efficient
sounding label as the term “home” just
sounded too messy.

How’s your housekeeping today?
Me? I personally like old people. They are

a helluva [sic] lot of fun except for the mul-
tiple bathroom breaks, but I figure that I’m
going to be one of them someday so I like to
get a heads up on what’s going down. Pass
the Viagra. And geezers and wheezers are a
gas … literally. Pass the Glade. Old people
say things, uncensored, like a 4-year-old
walking in on you while you’re having sex.
The explanations and discourse are usually
quite hilarious, methinks [sic].

Kids and old people share this unique per-
verse palaver because kids don’t know any bet-
ter and old people don’t really care. Both get to
laugh and giggle at your discomfort. Gaffers
have been there, done that, got the coffee
mugs, T-shirts and Pepto-Bismol to prove it.
Hang out with them. You might learn some-
thing. You don’t get to be old if you’re stupid
and I’ve run into a lot of really stupid young
people lately. It’s a Darwinian thing.

Kids go to “day care” and old people go to
“elder care.” Why incarcerate the smarter
blips on the reality radar?

And why do post-modernist middle-
agers get all cutesy-poo and make snookey
noises when baby Huey loads up a Pampers
yet somehow transmogrify into Nurse
Ratched when it happens to Gramps? What’s
the big deal? He changed your diaper once
upon a many midnight dreary so now it’s
your turn, Mr. and Mrs. Middle Ager, to give
back to the “village.” Gramps still counts as
part of the liberal “village” idiot.

My son tells me that when I devolve into
senility, he is going to drop me off at Wal-Mart
and tell me that it’s my new apartment.
Sounds good to me as I like my independence.
Heck, they even have organic catfish there.

STEVE BREEN is still trying to find his glasses …
they’re around here somewhere, and is still the
“best looking mailman at that, um, uh, that let-
ter sending place.” He can be reached at dulca-
marax@yahoo.com.

I PERSONALLY LIKE OLD
PEOPLE. THEY ARE A

HELLUVA [SIC] LOT OF
FUN EXCEPT FOR THE
MULTIPLE BATHROOM
BREAKS, BUT I FIGURE
THAT I’M GOING TO BE

ONE OF THEM SOMEDAY
SO I LIKE TO GET A

HEADS UP ON WHAT’S
GOING DOWN.

Every day, children are sexually solicited online.

LOL:  laughing out loud

BRB:   be right back

MUSM:   miss you so much

A/S/L:   age, sex, location

BF:     boyfriend

OLL:   online love

LULAS:  love you like a sister

POS:   parent over shoulder

WTGP:   want to go private?

LMIRL:  let’s meet in real life

HDOP:  help delete online predators

You don’t know what your kids are saying online. Or who they are saying it to. A lot of times neither 

do they. Protect your kid’s online life. To get a full list of acronyms or report an incident, call

1-800-THE LOST            cybertipline.com. HDOP: help delete online predatorsor visit

The times, they
are a-changin’
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BBiigg  BBlluuee  qquueessttiioonn

Big Blue Bus officials are currently seeking the
public’s input on a number of issues. Should
schedules change? How about where the bus
lines run?

SSoo  tthhiiss  wweeeekk’’ss  QQ--LLiinnee  qquueessttiioonn  aasskkss::

What advice would you have for BBB officials? 

CCaallll  ((331100))  228855--88110066  bbeeffoorree  FFrriiddaayy  aatt  55  pp..mm..  aanndd
wwee’’llll  pprriinntt  yyoouurr  aannsswweerrss  iinn  tthhee  wweeeekkeenndd  eeddiittiioonn
ooff  tthhee  DDaaiillyy  PPrreessss..  PPlleeaassee  lliimmiitt  rreessppoonnsseess  ttoo  aa
mmiinnuuttee  oorr  lleessss..

RECYCLE NOW!
WE PAY THE
BEST RATES!

Aluminum       Plastic       Glass       Bi-Metal       Newspaper
CardboardWhite/Color/Computer Paper       Copper & Brass       

Santa Monica Recycling Center
2411 Delaware Avenue in Santa Monica

(310)) 453-9677
X
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GERMAN CCAR SSERVICE
Specialist in Repair of Porsche VW Audi BMW

� Best alternative to high dealer prices
� Complete service and repair
� All work guaranteed
� Locally owned and operated since 1965

2202 OLYMPIC BLVD., SANTA MONICA  (310) 829-2563

NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY. COUPON VALID FOR ONE SERVICE. PLEASE BRING COUPON TO REDEEM. ONLY ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER.

1/2 OFF 1ST HAIRCUT
COMPLIMENTARY HAIRCUT WITH COLOR OR HI-LITE

COMPLIMENTARY HAIRCUT WITH 100% HUMAN HAIR EXTENSIONS
WE NOW CARRY ’AVEDA’ AND ’BUMBLE AND BUMBLE’

1/2 OFF HAIRCUT WITH PERMANENT HAIR STRAIGHTENING 

LOVE YOUR HAIR

ALL SALON SERVICES, INCLUDING: Creative Hair Cutting & Styling, Highlighting & Color Techniques, Human Hair Extensions. Walk-ins welcome.

3015 Lincoln Blvd.
Two blocks north of Whole Foods

(310) 399-7100

WWHATT AREE YOUU AFRAIDD OF?
Flying?? Publicc Speaking?

Doctors?? Exams?

Auditions?? Spiders?? Heights?

Wee cann makee themm disappear!

John McGrail C.Ht.
Clinical Hypnotherapist
(310) 235-2883  www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

Hypnotherapists are not licensed by the state of California as healing arts practitioners; for your benefit and protection, work on some issues may require a written referral
from a licensed physician or mental health professional.

Kenny Mack Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Word in Edgewise

I WAS RAISED ON RAP MUSIC. BEING
born black in the 1970s in a major American
city, it was unavoidable. Where there was a
turntable or cassette deck, we blasted rap
music — and at maximum decibels. Rap
spoke to us in a way we had never been spo-
ken to before. It was the truth. It was the
musical expression of our collective cultural
experience and we loved it because it felt so
authentic. I now realize that back then, when
the needle dropped on the latest record from
the Sugar Hill Gang or Grandmaster Flash
and the Furious Five, I was witnessing the
birth of a new American art form. It pains
me to say that when I watched Kanye West
on “Saturday Night Live” this past weekend,
I was witnessing the death of that art form as
I knew it — murdered by the gloved hands
of its favorite son screaming into a ridicu-
lous lipstick-red microphone.

If you aren’t familiar with rap music, let
me break down the elements for you: there’s
the beat and the rhymes, that’s it. With the
exception of live bands like The Roots, the
beat is provided in one of two ways.
Originally, it was by a highly-skilled DJ who
would use two turntables and a mixer to
repeat the best bits of a song over and over
again like Jam Master Jay did with “Walk
This Way.” A beat can also come from a pro-
ducer who creates it in a studio with drum
machines, samplers, keyboards, etc. The
rhymes only come one way and that’s from
the rapper. The best ones are lyrical artists
with true rhyme skills and a message to
deliver. When done right, the
DJ/producer/rap artist combination can
lead to classics comparable to the greats of
any genre (like Pete Rock & CL Smooth’s
“T.R.O.Y.”) and when done wrong, you get
the hot messes Kanye gave us last Saturday.

Don’t get me wrong, I’m feeling “Love
Lockdown” and “Heartless” when they’re
playing in my car or on my iPod. But the
true test of the quality of a piece of music is
when it is performed for an audience. A real
rap artist never fails that test precisely
because the elements of this art form are so
simple. Kanye failed miserably because the
elements of his performance have become so
complicated. In his personal style, his use of
video, his insistence on singing when he
knows he can’t, and his reliance on the mad-

dening Auto-Tune software and vocoder
(the robot voice), he has embraced the
avant-garde in so many areas that the music
has almost become an afterthought. He can
no longer walk on a stage, pick up a mic, and
move a crowd (assuming he ever could) and
that tells me that the biggest name in rap
music has either forgotten or forsaken the
art form that made him who he is — and
would rather be a pop artist than a rap artist.

Kanye killed the music of my life and I’d
like to thank him for it. Rap music has been
dying for a long time and I’m glad he finally
put it out of its misery. Because now that rap
is dead I can do something I never thought I’d
do and that’s warn parents about the dangers
of exposing their kids to it. One of the draw-
backs of rap’s popularity is that record com-
panies have mastered the art of the catchy
chorus or “hook” and too many of those
hooks aren’t exactly good for children to hear.
For example, I know of a teenage scion of a
famous family who couldn’t stop singing the
chorus of T-Pain’s “Buy You A Drank” while
her mom was in rehab for alcohol. And it
starts much younger than that. A friend’s 4-
year-old can already recite the lyrics to Flo-
rida’s “Low,” and I’m sure a song about gluteal
gymnastics isn’t exactly the kind of thing her
parents want her repeating around the
schoolyard at Roosevelt Elementary.

Hip-hop as a culture will endure, but rap
music as an art form is in need of a renais-
sance. Like me, millions of young people have
grown up with rap as the soundtrack of their
lives. Any true fan who doesn’t should own
“By All Means Necessary” by BDP, “Paid In
Full” by Eric B. & Rakim, “It Takes A Nation
Of Millions …” by Public Enemy, “Stakes Is
High” by De La Soul,“Do You Want More” by
The Roots, and “The Low End Theory” by A
Tribe Called Quest so they can get to know
great rap music. Because when an art form
becomes pop art, it loses its authenticity. In
that case, the only thing you can do is return
to the classics. Some of us have never left.

Kenny Mack is a writer, comedian, and social
commentator living in Santa Monica who is
shopping his book, “Word In Edgewise: The
Collected Opinions of America’s Smartest
Columnist” to forward-thinking publishers.  He
can be reached at kennymack@gmail.com

Hip-hop in need
of a renaissance 

Visit us online at smdp.com WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2008 5
OpinionCommentary



The Real Deal
6 WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2008 A newspaper with issues

GABY SCHKUD
(310)586-0308

EXPERIENCE DOES MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

www.22ndstreethome.com

TheAgentDirectory Your guide to local
real estate agents

Al l iance  P roper t i e s  Group

From Malibu to Hollywood,
first time home-buyers to experienced investors or simply for
strategic real estate planning I am your one stop strategy shop!

“Appreciate the Difference”

naomk@cs.com (310) 502-5648

Gary Limjap
Coldwell Banker
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NEW YORK A surprised Wall Street bolted
higher Tuesday after the Federal Reserve’s
historic decision to further slash interest
rates and provide broad support to revive
the troubled economy.

The Dow Jones industrials surged 360
points, or 4.2 percent, and broader indexes
jumped more than 5 percent after the cen-
tral bank said it will use “all available tools”
to jump-start the economy. It also set its
target for the rate at which banks lend to
each other to a range of zero to 0.25 per-
cent, the lowest level on record.

Demand for long-term government
bonds increased and pushed yields to
record lows.

The promise of further government
action and a Swiss-army-knife approach for
mending the economy damped concerns
that policymakers were running low on
tools to fan the economy by further lower-
ing interest rates.

The idea that the Fed will likely proceed
with plans to snap up government and
mortgage debt made it easier for investors
to place bets that the central bank will do
what is necessary to help bring an end to
the longest recession in a quarter-century.

“Today was a reminder that the Fed was
on the case,” said Jim McDonald, director
of equity research at Northern Trust in
Chicago. “It was a reaffirmation of their
willingness to be very aggressive.”

“What we heard today was not revolu-
tionarily different but it was a reminder that
they are committed to using their balance
sheet to the fullest extent to repair the finan-
cial markets and stimulate the economy.”

The Fed’s unprecedented move to lower
its fed funds target rate to a range of zero to

0.25 percent rather than a fixed point was a
surprise. The move is an acknowledgment
that rates in the marketplace had been well
below the Fed’s 1 percent target, which it set
at its previous meeting on Oct. 29. The cen-
tral bank also cut the lending rate for loans
directly to banks.

Many analysts had expected the Fed
would cut its fed funds rate to 0.5 percent
from 1 percent.

“In some senses the whole point of this
meeting was to say ‘Quit watching interest
rates, watch the other things that we can
and will do,’” said Bruce McCain, chief
investment strategist at Key Private Bank in
Cleveland.

Jack A. Ablin, chief investment officer at
Harris Private Bank, said the fact that the
Fed targeted a range for its fed fund rate
indicates that policy makers did not want to
bring the rate all the way to zero. Such a
move could have had problematic implica-
tions for money market funds, whose fees
could then outpace yields.

The Dow rose 359.61, or 4.20 percent, to
8,924.14 after having been up about 100 in
subdued trading ahead of the Fed’s
announcement.

Broader stock indicators also rose. The
Standard & Poor’s 500 index advanced
44.61, or 5.14 percent, to 913.18, and the
Nasdaq composite index rose 81.55, or 5.41
percent, to 1,589.89.

The Russell 2000 index of smaller com-
panies rose 30.28, or 6.69 percent, to 482.85.

The number of stocks advancing out-
numbered those declining by 5-to-1 on the
New York Stock Exchange, where consoli-
dated volume came to 5.81 billion shares,
up from 4.37 billion on Monday.

Demand for government bonds surged.
The yield on the benchmark 10-year

Treasury note, which moves opposite its
price, fell to 2.27 percent from 2.53 percent
late Monday. The yield on the 30-year fell to
2.78 percent from 2.99 percent late
Monday.

The yield on the three-month T-bill —
whose yield has at times gone negative due
to frenzied buying — was at 0.02, flat with
late Monday.

The dollar was mostly lower against
other major currencies, particularly the
euro. Gold prices rose.

Light, sweet crude fell 91 cents to settle
at $43.60 a barrel on the New York
Mercantile Exchange.

Battered financial stocks led the market’s
advance. Goldman Sachs Group Inc.
reported its first quarterly loss since it went
public in 1999, losing $2.29 billion during
its fiscal fourth quarter. But investors were
apparently relieved that the loss wasn’t
wider and sent the stock up $9.54, or 14
percent, to $76.

Other financial names jumped.
JPMorgan Chase & Co. rose $3.72, or 13
percent, to $32.35, while Wells Fargo & Co.
gained $3.71, or 14 percent, to $29.78.

For the gains in stocks to hold,
McDonald said the credit markets need to
show signs that fear is dissipating.

“The credit markets now need to show
some improvement,” he said.

Stocks have shown advances since their
Nov. 20 low. Trading has been less volatile
than it had in the previous three months. In
the past 54 trading days, 18 had moves of at
least a 5 percent. In the previous 53 years
there had been only 17 days with moves
greater than 5 percent.

Since Nov. 20, the Dow is up 18.2 per-
cent, the S&P 500 is up 21.4 percent and the
Nasdaq is up 20.8 percent.

The rate decision came on a day when
investors received two more pieces of evi-
dence on Tuesday that the economy was
worsening: The Commerce Department
reported a 18.9 percent drop in new home
construction in November, while the Labor
Department said consumer prices sank by
1.7 percent.

Richard E. Cripps, chief market strate-
gist for Stifel Nicolaus, said the recent
string of downbeat economic readings
could eventually convince Wall Street that
the economy has hit a bottom and could be
poised for a modest recovery. In past down-
turns, the data remain weak long after the
economy has began to recover.

“The idea is it’s so bad that maybe it
doesn’t take much to go up from here,” he
said.

Wall Street remained nervous about the
growing list of firms and individual
investors affected by investment manager
Bernard Madoff, who is accused of scam-
ming investors.

Madoff, former chairman of the Nasdaq
stock market, was arrested Thursday in
what the Securities and Exchange
Commission is calling one of the biggest
Ponzi schemes on record. Investors of all
sizes — from major banks to small charities
— may record losses of more than $50 bil-
lion. Firms invested in his fund include such
major European banks as HSBC Holdings
PLC, Banco Santander, BNP Paribas, and
Royal Bank of Scotland Group PLC.

Markets overseas were mixed. Japan’s
Nikkei stock average fell 1.12 percent, while
Hong Kong’s Hang Seng index rose 0.55
percent. Britain’s FTSE 100 rose 0.74 per-
cent, Germany’s DAX index rose 1.61 per-
cent, and France’s CAC-40 rose 2.07 per-
cent.

Stocks surge as Fed pledges economic support
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BUSINESS ON ICE
The Santa Monica Chamber of Commerce 

Presents
Business at Sunset Mixer

This Wednesday Dec.17 
5:30 – 7:30 pm 

at

Corner of 5th and Arizona Ave.
Featuring music from The Salvation Army Band
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Non members $20 

For more information visit smchamber.com or
call 310-393-9825

You don’t have to be a skater to enjoy this great community event! 
Meet and mingle with other professionals as you slice 

through the ice in a festive atmosphere filled with holiday cheer and balmy ocean breezes. 
Guests will be treated to hot cocoa from Whole Foods and mouthwatering food 

from Buddha's Belly's, Goudas & Vines, Organic Panificio, and The Loews Hotel. 
One lucky winner will score tickets to see the LA Kings play at the Staples Center! 

Save on your ticket price by registering early. We hope to see you there!

ronment by the water with good retail and
quality housing.”

The business license tax in Santa Monica
is based on a percentage of gross receipts
with a rate that differs according to busi-
ness type, according to Miriam Mack, the
economic development manager for City
Hall.

The revenues support services such as
public safety, parks and recreation and street
and sidewalk maintenance.

Auto dealers pay $1.25 per each $1,000
gross reciepts, whereas an agent/broker/con-
tractor pays $3 per each $1,000 gross
reciepts.

Voters also recently approved an expan-
sion of the Utility Users Tax to include T-1
Internet for businesses.

Mack said the taxes do not typically play
a role in decisions to locate in Santa Monica,
adding that it is a small portion of the total
cost of doing business overall.

“We don’t feel that we have necessarily
suffered as a result of the fees that we have to
charge for our services,” she said. “I think
some cities may artificially work to adjust
their fee structure in order to attract busi-
nesses when in fact business decisions are
rarely made based on the fees that they’re
charged.”

The decision is rather based on the land

availability, proximity to where existing
employees and owners live and adjacency to
similar businesses, Mack said.

While the study states that Santa Monica
is a costly city, City Hall has tried to main-
tain a stronger relationship with the business
community, establishing improvement dis-
tricts, working with merchant associations
and collaborating with Santa Monica
College for its Small Business Development
Center, which provides resources for start-
ups.

“The important thing is that our city
has the revenues to support the level of
service that our residents and businesses
expect and that is the quality of life which
businesses enjoy,” Mack said. “The fees
associated with getting set up or doing
business are such a small part of the busi-
ness economic picture that it really almost
isn’t a factor.”

Robert Kronovet, the chairman of the
Pico Improvement Organization, said that
doing business in Santa Monica isn’t any
more expensive than in Los Angeles.

“I don’t think the expenses the city puts
on the merchants prohibits them from hav-
ing a business,” he said. “A business failing or
succeeding is based on their ability to pro-
vide a service or goods that consumers
want.”

melodyh@smdp.com

Beauty, convenience
come at a high price

that educators could use to make students
more successful.

“We believe an awful lot of achievement
is related to how hard you work,” Orum said.
“We’ve been working hard to teach those
skills and to support them.”

Edison is unique in that it is a dual lan-
guage academy, teaching students the cur-
riculum in both English and Spanish. The
school has approximately 425 students.

It is one of four elementary schools in the
Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School
District that receive Title I funding, along
with Will Rogers, John Muir and McKinley.
Will Rogers has the highest concentration of
students on the free and reduced lunch pro-
gram with approximately 61.7 percent,
according to Dr. Sally Chou, the district’s

chief academic officer.
McKinley previously won the award in

the 2005-06 and 2006-07 school years.
The district receives about $900,000 in

Title I funding, which is divided among the
schools based on need.

The money helps pay for reading special-
ists and other resources that can help the
students with state testing preparations.

Officials with Edison are also planning on
applying for the Blue Ribbon Schools
Program, which is one of the highest honors
for K-12 institutions.

“Not only are we increasing the achieve-
ment for all students, but we’re narrowing
the achievement gap,” Orum said. “The
thing that pleases us the most is all of our
children are making progress.”

melodyh@smdp.com

Edison working fast to
close achievement gap 

FROM BUSINESS PAGE 1

FROM EDISON PAGE 1

TELL SANTA MONICA WHAT YOU THINK!

WRITE A LETTER 
TO THE EDITOR

EMAIL TO: EDITOR@SMDP.COM OR FAX TO (310) 576-9913
Visit us online at smdp.com
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said.“Just to know that you have it, even if you
use it once in a blue moon, it’s really worth it.”

It may seem like a lot of work to identify
the weak points of a home and how to secure
them, which is why the SMPD has a free
service available to help asses at-risk homes.

At no cost, a crime prevention coordina-
tor can visit homes and neighborhoods to
conduct residential and business security
surveys. They come prepared with a check-
list that identifies vulnerabilities and they
advise on how to secure them.

“Anything regarding crime prevention
they are a part of,” Thruston said. “I recom-
mend for anyone who is concerned about
safety in their area to call and make arrange-
ments to have a coordinator come out.”

In addition, the coordinators can help
residents form neighborhood watches and
hold meetings to discuss crime trends and
other concerns.

The SMPD has, for the first time, issued a
holiday safety brochure outlining many of
their tips. It can be found on their Web site
(www.santamonicapd.org/crimeprevention)
as well as their community relations depart-
ment at 333 Olympic Dr.

Last year, during the month of December,
there were only 28 reported attempted and
successful burglaries, an average number.
Thruston said that burglars are opportunis-
tic and it is up to the community to keep the
numbers down and to make sure burglars
don’t have any opportunities this holiday
season.

“It’s a team effort, and if people will take
the time to secure their residences and vehi-
cles, and educate themselves on how not to
be a victim the number can stay relatively
low,” Thruston said. “We’re actually down 10
percent [in burglaries from last year], but
that could easily change.”

news@smdp.com

SMPD issues new holiday
safety brochure on crime
FROM CRIME PAGE 3

plan to be outdoors.
• Protect extremities from the cold by

wearing a hat, scarf, gloves, and socks.
• Offer to help those in your neighbor-

hood with limited access to heat, such as
seniors or those who are ill. Check on them
frequently.

• During peak cold times, if you don’t
have a heater in your home, visit indoor
public facilities such as shopping malls,
libraries or senior centers.

• If you use an outdoor generator, place it
as far away from the home as possible.

• Stoves, barbecues and ovens can pro-
duce a deadly gas known as carbon monox-

ide when used to heat a home. Never use
these appliances in place of approved heaters
such as electric, natural gas, or fireplaces.
Install a carbon monoxide detector in your
home to reduce the risk of poisoning.

Symptoms of carbon monoxide poison-
ing include shortness of breath, headaches,
muscle and joint pain, and nausea. Exposure
to high levels of carbon monoxide could
lead to death within minutes. Those suffer-
ing from carbon monoxide poisoning
should be taken outside, into fresh air,
immediately, and should be taken to an
emergency room for immediate medical
treatment.

news@smdp.com

Cold weather prompts county to reach out
FROM COLD PAGE 3

DIGGING DEEP Fabian Lewkowicz FabianLewkowicz.com
In preparation for a coming storm, and to avoid getting flooded again, Los Angeles County
Lifeguards, Cpt. Brent Katzer, 39, (left) and Jay Hopkins, 45, shovel dirt to form a berm to divert
water from their headquarters on Tuesday. Showers have been forecast for today.
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SURF CONDITIONS WATER TEMP: 58°
SWELL FORECAST ( 2-3 FT )
More small and sloppy surf with stormy conditions, perhaps waist+ around west facing breaks, and
smaller at south facing spots. 

LONG RANGE SYNOPSIS
THURSDAY THE 18TH NW WIND SWELL SHOULD BACK OFF TO KNEE TO WAIST AROUND WEST FACING BREAKS, SMALLER AT SOUTH FACING SPOTS.

TIDE FORECAST FOR TODAY IN SANTA MONICA
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The Women’s Professional Soccer league
took the next step toward its inaugural sea-
son Tuesday when it announced the home
openers for all seven teams.

The economic downturn forced the
Arena Football League to cancel its 2009 sea-
son a day earlier, but WPS commissioner
Tonya Antonucci said her league remains on
track to make its debut.

The WPS has yet to complete its contract
with the U.S. national team players associa-
tion, something Antonucci had been hopeful
to have done months ago.

“I think we really are down to the final,
final issues here,” she said.

Antonucci would like to reach a deal by
the end of the year before the league starts
announcing the signings of international
players.

The WPS recently signed Puma as a

major sponsor. Other potential sponsors
have pushed back their decisions because of
the economy until February or March.

Seeking to learn from the lessons of the
failed Women’s United Soccer Association,
the WPS has tried to be more fiscally conser-
vative than its predecessor was. Antonucci
believes that will allow the league to weather
the tough economy.

“The business model is built on pretty
modest expectations in the early years,” she
said. “Our costs are in line with those mod-
est expectations. You could say in financial
terms it’s already priced in.”

All seven teams still plan to play when the
league launches this spring, Antonucci said.
Several clubs are meeting ticket sales goals,
she said, and owners understand that the
league’s growth will take time.

The first game matches the Los Angeles
Sol against the Washington Freedom in
Carson, Calif., on March 29.

SOCCER

Women’s soccer league set to go
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AERO THEATRE
1328 Montana Ave.
(323) 466-FILM

A Christmas Story (PG) 1hr
34min  
7:30

AMC LOEWS BROADWAY 4 
1441 Third Street
Promenade
(310) 458-1506

Day the Earth Stood Still, The
(PG-13) 1hr 50min   
2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 9:30

Nothing Like the Holidays (PG-
13) 1hr 39min   
2:15, 4:40, 7:20, 9:40

Milk (R) 2hrs 08min 
1:30, 4:20, 7:10, 10:00

Transporter 3 (PG-13) 1hr 40min 
1:45, 4:50, 7:30, 9:50

AMC 7 SANTA MONICA 
1310 Third St.
(310) 289-4262 

Quantum of Solace (PG-13) 1 hr
46min      
2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 9:30 

Role Models (R) 1hr 35min      
1:55, 4:40, 7:20, 9:45 

Bolt in Disney Digital 3D (PG)
1hr 36min     
1:45, 4:10, 6:45, 9:15  

The Day the Earth Stood Still
(PG-13) 1hr 50min       
1:30, 2:20, 4:50, 6:30, 7:30,
10:00 

Punisher: War Zone (R) 1hr
47min        
4:00, 9:20    

Frost/Nixon (R) 2hrs 02min   
1:15, 2:10, 4:20, 5:00, 7:10, 8:00,
9:55 

LAEMMLE’S MONICA FOURPLEX
1332 Second St.
(310) 394-9741 

The Reader (R) 2hrs 02min    
1:00, 2:00, 4:00, 5:00, 7:00, 8:00,
9:55

I've Loved You So Long (Il y a
longtemps que je t'aime) (PG-13)
1hr 55min        
1:20, 4:20, 7:20, 10:00

Slumdog Millionaire (R) 2hr 1min  

1:10, 4:10, 7:10, 10:00 

MANN'S CRITERION THEATRE 
1313 Third St.
(310) 395-1599 

Australia (PG-13) 2hr 45min     

11:30am, 3:10, 6:40, 10:10 

Gran Torino (R)       

11:20am, 1:30, 2:30, 4:20, 5:20,

7:00, 8:00, 9:40, 10:40 

Cadillac Records (R) 1hr 48min    

11:40am, 2:20, 5:00, 7:30, 10:20

Twilight (PG-13) 2hrs      

1:20, 4:30, 7:20, 10:30

Four Christmases (PG-13) 1hr

22min Digital Projection     

11:50am, 2:10, 4:40, 7:10, 9:30

For more information, e-mail news@smdp.com

MOVIE TIMES

As you like it, Aries
ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★ Remain even and steady. You could won-
der about what needs to be done to make a sit-
uation work or to clear out a problem. Don't
fret if you don't come up with the right idea
immediately. Tonight: As you like it. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★★★ Creativity flourishes, especially when
others approach you without an agenda and/or
with kindness. Nearly anything you want could
happen. Loosen up and understand what you
want from a situation. Tonight: Flirt. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)  
★★★ Home and security might be more impor-
tant than you realize or want others to know.
Investigate options, and allow a new adjust-
ment or change. Stay centered, knowing what
is important. Check out your investments.
Tonight: Be optimistic. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★★ Your possessive side emerges, making
you wonder if someone really is telling it like it
is. Pull away from your perspective, and finally
you'll see and understand the other side of an
issue. Communication flourishes. Tonight: Talk
up a storm. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★ Be aware of exactly what you can offer
as opposed to what is feasible. Realize you
need to move in a new direction. Holding on to
an outdated model could cause more stress
than you might like. Be willing to back out of
plans. Tonight: Let your hair down. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★★★ You can call the shots. You need to tap
into your creativity. Learn to let go of a problem
that cannot be resolved. Share your feelings
and be more open. Often you have a hard shell
around you. Tonight: Wish upon a star. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★ Know when to back down. A risk or an
enticing offer might be too good to say no to.
But on the other hand, don't publicize what you
are up to. Keep your own counsel. Try to reframe
a difficult situation. Tonight: Vanish time. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★★ Zero in on what you want. Investigate
what needs to happen with a neighbor or sib-
ling. Both of you are likely to change your mind
on a much deeper level. Sharing your feelings
with others helps them relate to you. Tonight:
Where the action is. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★ You are on center stage, and no one can
prevent you from assuming leadership. You
might want to readjust your finances if you feel
uncomfortable. Others seek you out. They want
your opinions. Tonight: Your treat. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★★ Take an overview. Detach, especially if
you feel triggered. There is a whole other way
of looking at a situation. Get feedback from
others. You might be questioning a decision
more carefully. Tonight: Put on some Christmas
music. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★★ Defer. A partner needs and accepts
your attention. Make it your pleasure. You are
on top of your game, but supporting this per-
son is more significant than you realize. Step
out of a money matter. Tonight: Be with your
favorite person. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★★★ Partners need attention. Listen to
news that heads in your direction. You have a
way with friends and groups. Everyone will nat-
urally tend to agree. You hear news. Make sure
it is not gossip. Tonight: The only answer is yes.

Often this year you feel impelled to take a stand or try
something out. Stop, and don't let this behavior become
second nature. Judge each situation individually. Often you
wonder if you could lighten your responsibilities. The truth be told, if you are honest with yourself,
you like the limelight and power. Many look to you as a role model. If you are single, you'll meet some-
one through your work and your ability to help others be comfortable. The trademark of this relation-
ship will be a lot of communication. If you are attached, the two of you might want to work more on
your relationship through a mutual commitment to a key cause. VIRGO can be fussy and picky.

★★★★★Dynamic   
★★★★ Positive 
★★★ Average   

★★ So-So   
★ Difficult

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:Happy birthday

If your gym is not taking your fitness to the next level, 
you’re being cheated.

**mention this ad and receive 

NO INITIATION and your 
first month FREE

Included with membership
Yoga, kickboxing, indoor cycling classes, specialty classes

World class strength & cardiovascular equipment
Free membership to exclusive fatburn.com weight loss system!

Equinox: $135
Burn Fitness: $79.99*

Downtown Santa Monica. Free Parking

1315 3rd Street Promenade    4th floor (above
food court)    Santa Monica 310.394.1300

www.burnfit.com

*one year rate

Frustrated with 
your workout?
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Girls and Sports By Justin Borus and Andrew Feinstein

The Meaning of Lila By John Forgetta & L.A. Rose

The Other Coast By Adrian Raeside

By Jim DavisGarfield

By Brian AndersonDog eat Doug

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Sudoku
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column, and 3x3 block. Use logic
and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from ★ (easiest) to ★★★★★ (hardest).

GETTING STARTED
There are many strategies to solving Sudoku. One way to begin is to
examine each 3x3 grid and figure out which numbers are missing. Then,
based on the other numbers in the row and column of each blank cell,
find which of the missing numbers will work. Eliminating numbers will
eventually lead you to the answer.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

King Features Syndicate



1903 Wilbur and Orville
Wright of Dayton,

Ohio, conducted the first success-
ful manned powered-airplane
flights, near Kitty Hawk, N.C.,
using their experimental craft, the
Wright Flyer.

1957 the United States
successfully test-

fired the Atlas intercontinental
ballistic missile for the first time.

1986 Eugene Hasenfus,
the American con-

victed by Nicaragua for his part in
running guns to the Contras, was
pardoned, then released.

TODAY IN HISTORY
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By John Deering

By Dave Coverly

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Strange Brew

Speed Bump

■ An administrative court in
Sweden overruled a government
agency in November, thus requir-
ing that the Madonna of Orgasm
Church founded by artist Carlos
Bebeacua be registered as a legit-
imate religious community. “The
orgasm is God,” he said, and
“should be worshipped” as a
“metaphor of life.” It should not
be limited to ejaculation but can
be taught “through art or by look-
ing at a landscape and thinking,
‘Wow!’” Bebeacua already claims
“a few hundred” followers. 
■ The streak for the longest con-
tinuous chanting (already noted
twice in the Guinness Book of
World Records) is still active,
according to an August Indo-Asian
News Service dispatch from
Ahmedabad, India. Clerics at the
Shri Bala Hanuman temple started
intoning “Shri Ram Jay Ram Jay
Jay Ram” on Aug. 1, 1964 (more
than 23 million minutes ago). 
■ “Intercessionary” prayer (hav-
ing other people pray for you) is
proliferating on the Internet, with
the oldest such broker, Unity
Church, now a Web presence
(200,000 requests a year) after a
century’s operation by mail
(500,000 last year) and telephone
(another 1.3 million). Other Web
sites also handle requests for life-
saving miracles, inner peace and
financial recovery (and one, on
OurPrayer.org, quoted in a
November New York Times report,
asked for success on her financial
accounting exam: “This is my third
attempt on this paper, and I pray
that the Lord will grant me wisdom
and a clear mind”).

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

ffaabbrriiccaattee \FAB-ri-keyt\, verb:
1. to make, build, or construct
2. to make up, invent
3. to fake or forge a document
or signature 

WORD UP!

10  16  19  27  48
Meganumber: 25
Jackpot: $12M

20  22  25  32  45
Meganumber: 12
Jackpot: $31M

6  7  14  23  28

MIDDAY: 5 4 5
EVENING: 6 5 4

1st: 11 Money Bags
2nd: 05 California Classic
3rd: 02 Lucky Star
RACE TIME: 1.46.37

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number
information, mistakes can occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California
State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game
information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery
retailers. Visit the California State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

DAILY LOTTERY

MYSTERY PHOTO
The first person who can correctly identify where this image was captured gets a pat on
the back from the Santa Monica Daily Press. Send answers to editor@smdp.com.



CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $5.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 3:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:30 p.m. PAYMENT: All pri-
vate party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press,
P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 410 Broadway, Suite B, Santa Monica. OTHER RATES: For infor-
mation about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm                      LOCATION 410 Broadway, Suite B, Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310)458-7737
CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!

There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.
Prepay your ad today!

Classifieds
$550 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!
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Miscellaneous
$CASH FOR GOLD$. We buy Gold, Silver 
& Platinum. Get Cash NOW! Highest 
Payouts - Satisfaction Guaranteed. 
888-245-4517.

A NEW COMPUTER NOW! Brand-Name. 
Bad or NO Credit - No problem. Smallest 
weekly payments available. It's yours 
NOW. Call 800-838-7127

AIRLINES ARE HIRING: Train for high 
paying Aviation Maintenance Career. 
FAA approved program. Financial aid if 
qualified - Housing available. Call Avia-
tion Institute of Maintenance. 
888-349-5387.

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from home. 
Medical, Business, Paralegal, Comput-
ers, Criminal Justice. Job placement as-
sistance. Computer available. Financial 
aid if qualified. Call 800-494-3586 
www.CenturaOnline.com

NEED A LOAN? No credit - BAD credit - 
Bankruptcy - Repossession - Personal 
Loans - Auto Loans - Consolidation 
Loans AVAILABLE! "We have been help-
ing people with credit problems since 
1991". Call 1-800-654-1816. 

POST OFFICE NOW HIRING. Avg. $20/hr. 
$57K/yr. including Fed. Benefits, OT. 
Placed by adSource, not affiliated w/ 
USPS, who hires. 1-866-483-1057

Employment

Advertising Sales

The Santa Monica Daily Press, Santa 
Monica’s Daily newspaper is seeking 
an Advertising Account Executive. 
Previous advertising sales experi-
ence isn’t needed but it’s certainly a 
plus. The job is meeting and net-
working with local and national 
businesses to help them get their 
message to our readers here in 
Santa Monica. We’re looking for 
smart, friendly people who are moti-
vated by money to join our growing 
sales team. Great work environment, 
must bring a positive attitude and 
outlook to our team. If you play well 
with others, are aggressive without 
being pushy, and have a drive to 
succeed, we want to work with you. 
Resumes are accepted via email to 
Rob Schwenker – 
Schwenker@smdp.com 

GENERAL OFFICE/BOOKKEEPER POSI-
TION available  in pleasant Santa Mon-
ica office various bookkeeping, and 
general office duties (310)587-1113

CASHIER POSITION for gas station. 
Immediate positions available. Cus-
tomer service. Call for more informa-
tion. (310)451-2355, (310)498-7910

GIVE OF YOURSELF American Cancer 
Society Discovery Shop needs volunteer 
sales help. You can contribute by 
spending 4 hours per week Thurs., Fri., 
or Sat.assisting in our up-scale resale 
shop in Santa Monica. Conact Terry or 
Shaunnah at (310) 458-4490.

MYSTERY SHOPPERS! Earn up to $150 
daily. Get paid to shop pt/ft. Call now 
800-690-1272.

Employment

IMMEDIATE POSITIONS available in 
the Environmental Services Depart-
ment. Housekeepers needed hospital 
experience preferred. Must speak 
English Call (310)829-8431 for inter-
view.

Customer service/sales position/on site 
coordinator at lawfirm in Santa Monica. 
Prior experience in lawfirm 
preferred.Salary negotiable. Contact 
bsberkowitz@aol.com.

PART-TIME OR FULL-TIME Driver. Must 
have own car, need to be familiar with 
L.A. have Ca. driver’s license, English 
speaking. Can earn up to $100/ a day. 
Submit resume to bsberkowitz@aol.com

PART-TIME SALES position.  Our attor-
ney service is looking for referrals to law 
firms. Referrals result in ongoing com-
missions. Submit resume to 
bsberkowitz@aol.com

Help Wanted
$8000 GUARANTEED! Receive $8 for 
every envelope stuffed with our sales 
material. 24hr information. 
1-877-220-4470

EARN EXTRA X-MAS MONEY! Mailing 
Brochures! Weekly pay + Bonus. Guar-
anteed Opportunity. Start today. 
1-877-801-8172 Code 11.

EARN UP TO $500 weekly assembling 
angel pins at home. No experience re-
quired. 817-230-4879, 
www.angelpin.net 

SALES EXECUTIVES: Earn like a CEO 
without the stress. Outstanding train-
ing, personal development 
888-736-7624

Business Opps
100% RECESSION Proof! Do you earn 
$800/day? Local Vending routes. 25 
machines + candy. $9,995. 
1-800-807-6485. (Void/SD,CT,MD)

MAKE MILLIONS $$$ IN IMPORTS, EX-
PORTS, WORLDWIDE CONTACTS, PROD-
UCTS, MANUFACTURERS, CONTACTS, 
BROKERS. 888-332-6550.

Adoption
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION? 
Talk with caring agency specializing in 
matching birthmothers with families 
nationwide. LIVING EXPENSES PAID. Call 
24/7. Abby's One True Gift Adoptions. 
866-910-5610.

For Sale

BIG SCREEN TV 51” for Sale Pana-
sonic Good Condition and Quality 
$300.00 (310) 292-4624

FREE NINTENDO WII!! With your new 
computer. Brand name laptops. Bad or 
No Credit- No problem. Smallest weekly 
payments. Call 800-932-4501

Electronics
* REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL! * - Get a 
4-room, all-digital satellite system in-
stalled for FREE and programming 
starting under $20. Free Digital Video 
Recorders to new clients. So call now, 
1-800-795-3579.

Computers
GET A NEW COMPUTER Brand name lap-
tops & desktops. BAD or NO credit - no 
problem. Smallest weekly payments 
avail. It's Yours NOW 1-800-624-1557.

Instruction
GUITAR LESSONS with Lou Allen. Classi-
cal or plectrum. Your home or mine. Call 
310-828-2151.

Education

Now Accepting Enrollment
• Pre 1st
• Music Class
• Play ball Movement Class
• Cooking
• Hot Lunches
• 3 Large Yards
• Developmentally Academic
• Small classes/individualized 
attention for success
• All Jewish Holidays Honored

Maohr Hatorah Preschool
1537 Franklin St,. Santa Monica
(310) 453-2609/(323) 997-6252

Travel & Vacation
BUY TIMESHARE RESALES: Save 
60-80% Off Retail! BEST RESORTS & 
Retail. Call for FREE TIMESHARE MAGA-
ZINE! 1-800-355-2217. www.HOLIDAY-
GROUP.COM/mf

Resorts/Timeshares
SELL/RENT YOUR TIMESHARE NOW!! 
Maintenance fees too high? Need Cash? 
Sell your unused timeshare today. No 
commissions or broker fees. Free con-
sultation. www.sellatimeshare.com, 
1-888-310-0115

For Rent
MAR VISTA, 11621 Braddock Dr. unit 16 
2bdrm. 1.5 bath, $1350, townhouse 
style, stove, carpt, w/d hookup, patio, 
gated parking, carpet, intercom entry, 
no pets.$500 off move-in 
(310)967-4471 www.jkwproperties.com

$1495/MO EXCELLENT location. 2606 s. 
sepulveda, wla. Lower, 1br/1ba, hard-
wood flooring. Close to shopping and 
transportation. (310)395-1495. Open 
Sat-Sun, 10-2.

WLA, LARGE 3+2. OCEAN VIEW, top of 
hill, prv drvwy, 3 patios/backyard, 
gated, no pets. Redeco $2550/mo 
310-390-4610.

1248 11TH st. unit I, 3bdrm/1 1/2bath, 
stove, carpet, blinds, laundry, parking,  
no pets.on site manager $2550/mo 
$500 off move in (310)393-6322 
www.jkwproperties.com

For Rent
3623 KEYSTONE Ave.unit 5, $795 
bachelor, lower, fridge, microwave, car-
pet, blinds, utilities included laundry, 
parking, no pets $200 off move- in 
(310)578-7512 jkwproperties.com

615 1/2 MIDVALE lower Bachelor, no 
kitchen, sink, fridge,hot plate,, ceiling 
fan, carpet, street parking, no pets 
$895/mo (310)578-7512 wwwjkwprop-
erties.com

BRAND NEW one bedroom/ 1 bath for 
rent in SM ,hardwood floors, stove, re-
frig,.brand new appliances call Shaun 
$1700 (310)849-3500

Room and Board
401 Montana Avenue

Your home away from home.
Daily meals, laundry, housekeeping, 
utilities, and cable. Studios, 1bdrms
avaliable. Seniors and all ages welcome.
Ask about move-in special 1 month FREE.

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS
Starting at $1,800/MO
Beautiful Montana Gardens
(310) 245-9436

Newly Lowered
Rates

WLA $1750/MO. Large bright 2 bdrm 
upper, on Barrington near National. Very 
spacious. Large closets, crown mold-
ings, new carpet appliances Closed ga-
rage Well maintained, charming, older 
building in popular WLA area.near 
Whole Foods. FREE MONTH WITH ONE 
YEAR LEASE (310)828-4481 or 
(310)993-0414 after 6pm.

For Rent

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310) 869-7901

1234 11th Street # 8 1bdrm/1bath 
$1795

835 Pacific #6 Single $1275
All Utilities Included 

1334 Euclid St, #8 1bdrm/1bath 
$1395

We are offering aggressive move-in 
specials 

PLEASE Visit our website 
for complete 
listings at:

www.howardmanagement.com
rentals@howardmanagement.com

L.A. GROVE area 428 N Orange Grove 
unit 103 1+1 stove, fridge, blinds, 
hardwood floors, on-site laundry no pets 
$1250/mo $300 off move-in 
(310) 578-7512 jkwproperties.com

L.A. GROVE area 431 1/2 Genesse 2+1 
stove, fridge, blinds, hardwood & tile-
floors, seperate tub on-site laundry ga-
rage parking no pets $1875/mo $500 
off move-in (310) 578-7512 jkwproper-
ties.com

LARGE SM SINGLE CAR GARAGE or stor-
age easy access, electircity $200/mo 
OBO (310)729-5367

MAR VISTA 12450 Culver Blvd. Unit 206 
& 208 1bdrm/1bath, gated parking, in-
tercom entry, stove, fridge, utilities in-
cluded, laundry, parking, no pets. 
$1195/mo $400 off move-in on site 
manager (888)414-7778 www.jkwprop-
erties.com 

MAR VISTA 12610 CASWELL ave.unit 7, 
1bdrm/1ba $1175/mo.upper, stove, 
fridge, carpet, blinds, parking,laundry, 
no pets.$200 off move-in 
(310)578-7512 www.jkwproperties.com

MAR VISTA 2bdrm/1bath, 11461 Wash-
ington Place.Unit D, upper, stove, 
blinds, carpet, laundry, street parking, 
no pets $1450 $300 off move-in 
(310)578-7512 jkwproperties.com

SANTA MONICA $1750/mo. 19th Street 
near SM Blvd., spacious 2bd/1bath, up-
per. Large private patio, new carpets, 
stove, refrigerator, dishwasher, laundry, 
parking, small building call for Info 
(310)828-4481.

SINGLE 12746 Pacific Ave. unit 2
Lower stove, fridge, dishwasher, wall 
ac, carpet, blinds, laundry, pation, in-
tercom entry, restricted parking, no 
pets. $1000. (310)578-7512 
www.jkwproperties.com

WLA 1457 Westgate #E 1+1 stove, 
fridge, blinds, tile & carpet, garage 
parking no pets $1295/mo 
(310) 578-7512 jkwproperties.com

WLA, UNOBSTRUCTED OCEAN VIEW. 
2+2, hilltop upper front. Priv drvwy, 
large sundeck, cat ok. Newly redeco, 
$2150.00. 310-390-4610.

Houses For Rent
3 HOUSES for rent close to Santa Mon-
ica College. 3BD/1BA $2,800, 1BD/1BA 
$1,700, 3BD/1BA $2,900. Ready to 

Houses For Rent
move in. Parking no problem. New Paint 
and appliances. Call (714)450-0224

WLA 2577 Armacost Ave, 2bdrm/ 1 bath 
stove dishwasher microwave carpet 
central AC/heat 2 car garage front & 
backyard pet ok with deposit $2700 
(310)578-7512 www.jkwproperties.com 

Commercial Lease
PRIME RENTAL 1430 Lincoln Blvd  Close 
to Promenade 1700 square feet  Call 
Charles (310)995-5136

SM PRIVATE office on 7th St near Wil-
shire includes Internet, electricity, 
cleaning services $450/mo 
(310)656-9922 www.santamonica.wee-
bly.com

Real Estate

1020 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica

TENNESSEE MOUNTAIN ACREAGE. 2 acre 
beautiful homesite. Million $ view! Se-
cluded, utilities, overlooking Tennessee 
River, close to Marina, Schools, Shop-
ping! $49,900, low down, owner financ-
ing! 330-699-1585.

Storage Space
FIRST MONTH FREE SM garage for stor-
age secure and lock 1934 18th st. $225 
month (310)490-9326

Run your personals here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

ADVERTISE! CALL US (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737 Your ad could run here!

Call us today at (310) 458-7737
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CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!
There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.

$550 per day. Up to 15 words,
20 cents each additional word.

ClassifiedsGET RID OF YOUR ROLLERBLADES.  Sell your sports equipment to someone who will actually use it.

Prepay your ad today! (310)458-7737

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2008Visit us online at smdp.com 15

Vehicles for sale
2004 HONDA Accord EX-L, 45k mi. Grey 
with dark grey leather interior. Power 
everything, XM, moonroof, heated seats, 
4 cylinder, super clean, 5 spoke factory 
alloy wheels. new Yakima surf racks. 
Great gas mileage, SULEV. Perfect me-
chanical shape. $13,750. Call 
310-922-4060

Automotive
WANTED JAPANESE MOTORCYCLES KA-
WASAKI,1970-1980, Z1-900, KZ900, 
KZ1000, H2-750, H1-500, S1-250, 
S2-250, S2-350, S3-400. CASH PAID. 
1-800-772-1142. 1-310-721-0726.

Bookkeeping Services

QUICKBOOKS BOOKKEEPING service, 
personal or  businesses.  Online ver-
sion available.  Call 310 977-7935

Services
◊ Tilecraft ◊

Grout cleaning & repair 
complete shower pan repair complete 

bathroom remodels Gerry 
(310)338-0475
◊ Lic 713459 ◊

TRAINED PROFESSIONAL SINGER
Will sing at all parties, churches, 
women’s clubs, and all occasions.Jol-
son, Sinatra, Tony Bennett, popular 
songs, and will have a sing along. Lots 
of fun. Call Gabe 310-392-6501

Personal Trainer

Lou Ferrigno Jr
Certified Private Fitness Trainer

*Lose weight, shed bodyfat
*Exclusively private facility
*Individualized routines!
(310) 913-2232
FERRIGKNOW@gmail.com

Gen. Contracting

A/C 
CONSTRUCTION

General Construction
Commercial & Residential

Remodel & Add ons
Honest.  Reliable.

FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

Handyman

The Handy Hatts
Painting and Decorating Co.

SINCE 1967
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

SPECIALISTS IN ALL 
DAMAGE REPAIR

“EXPERT IN GREEN CONCEPTS”

Free estimates, great referrals

Call Brian @
(310) 927-5120
(310) 915-7907

LIC# 888736
“HOME SWEET HOME”

FULL SERVICE HANDYMAN
FROM A TO Z

Services

Martin’s Professional
Services

Quality European Workman
All Manors of Home Repairs
From painting to electrical

(310) 289-3222

WE HANG CHRISTMAS
LIGHTS

Photography

Therapy

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

STILLL 
SMOKING?

Certified
Hypnotherapist

John J. McGrail, C.Ht.

(310)) 235-2883
www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

Financial
$$$ACCESS LAWSUIT CASH NOW!! In-
jury Lawsuit dragging? Need $500 - 
$500,000++ within 48 hours? Call 
1-877-386-3692, www.casepay.com

INJURED? NEED CASH? $$$ LOW RATES 
$$$ Advancing Plaintiffs up to 
$100,000 within 1 week! $$$ CALL TO-
DAY $$$ 1-877-264-1114, 
www.cmgcash.com

IRS TAX Problems? Get FREE Consulta-
tion if you owe 10K+. Setlle for less- 
Eliminate penalties, Interest & Tax 
Liens. 1-800-832-0537

Health/Beauty
PHENTERMINE - SOMA, FIORICET, and 
more. Doctor CONSULTATION included. 
Shipped FedX 1-3 days. www.Easy-
BudgetRx.com, 1-877-453-7701

Massage
EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and tender 
relaxing body work by mature European. 
Very Professional, Sonja 
(310) 397-0433.

Personals
LADIES INTERNET DATING PICTURES 
male photographer will take quality pic-
tures for your profile indoors or out SM 
residence affordable rates Lawrence 
(310)266-5416

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737
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