
By Daily Press staff

Rep. Henry A. Waxman, who
represents Santa Monica, on
Friday introduced legislation that
would allow subway tunneling
along Wilshire Boulevard. 

A five-member safety review
panel selected by Congressman

Waxman and the American Public
Transportation Association studied
the safety of tunneling in methane
gas risk zones in October. The
review panel has made a unanimous
determination that tunneling can be
done safely if proper procedures and
appropriate technologies are used.  

A tunneling prohibition was

enacted after the 1985 methane
gas explosion at the Ross Dress for
Less store. 

The safety panel also has deter-
mined that “in 1985 the decision to
hold further tunneling in abeyance
was prudent, given the circum-
stances and extent of information
and technology available at that

time. Much has changed since
then to significantly improve tun-
neling and operation safety.”    

“I am very pleased with the
panel’s unanimous finding that
tunneling can now be done safe-
ly,” Congressman Waxman said.
“And I will make lifting the prohi-
bition a priority.”
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Albania’s Gen. Pellumb Qazimi told
Reuters in October that the military is
scrapping its fleet of obsolete Chinese-
made MiG fighter jets, which the coun-
try never used in battle but in which 35
Albanian pilots died over the years in
operational mishaps. And the
Hindustan Times revealed in Septem-
ber that the local New Delhi govern-
ment’s 97 paid rat-catchers have not
caught a single rodent since 1994.
(And residents complain that rats are
not difficult to find in New Delhi.)

Today is the 351st day of 2005.
There are 14 days left in the year.  

On Dec. 17, 1903, Wilbur and Orville
Wright of Dayton, Ohio, went on the
first successful manned powered-air-
plane flights, near Kitty Hawk, N.C.,
using their experimental craft, the
Wright Flyer. 

“A fool and his money are soon
parted, but you never call him 
a fool till the money is gone.”
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GABY SCHKUD
The name you can depend on!

Serving sellers and buyers

on the Westside.

(310) 586-0308

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL — Local residents
will soon be polled on whether
they’d support a $95 million bond
to prevent further pollution from
going into the Santa Monica Bay.

Santa Monica property owners
will also be asked if they’d sup-
port a doubling of their $36
stormwater parcel fee.

Fairbank, Maslin, Maullin &

Associates, a Santa Monica-based
opinion research firm, was hired
by City Hall this week to conduct
an opinion survey of residents via
phone early next year.

The polling will be done in
conjunction with the unveiling of
the city’s first-ever watershed
protection plan, a 15- to 20-year
road map on how to prevent fur-
ther pollution from running into
the Pacific Ocean. The plan is
expected to be presented to the

City Council in February, with
public polling performed in
January.

“There are large opportunities
and significantly expensive
plans,” said Craig Perkins, direc-
tor of City Hall’s environmental
and public works department.

The plan, which is being draft-
ed by Brown and Caldwell, an
environmental engineering con-

Who’ll pay for a cleaner bay?

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press
Surfers walk past the Pico/Kenter storm drain pond, located just south of the pier. City officials are considering asking
voters to approve a $95 million bond measure to prevent runoff pollution from entering the Santa Monica Bay.

Dig this: Waxman wants to tunnel under Wilshire

Residents awaiting
the $100M question

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITYWIDE — The local
government will join forces
with the city of Calabasas on
a public opinion survey
that’s intended to gauge resi-
dents on their willingness to
pay for nearly $100 million
in water pollution remedies.

It was agreed among offi-
cials this week that both gov-
ernments will split the cost
50/50 of a phone poll to sur-
vey hundreds of residents in
the cities. Santa Monica will
pay up to $25,000, after
$10,000 in grant funding, to
research companies
Conservation Strategy
Group and Fairbank, Maslin,
Maullin & Associates.

Both Santa Monica and
Calabasas governments are
contemplating ways to pay
for improvements to meet
recently-passed regulations
by the Regional Water
Quality Board aimed at
improving water quality in
Southern California water-
sheds. (See related story).

Santa Monica officials
estimate a $95 million bond
will be necessary to take
action on a citywide water-
shed protection plan, as well
as doubling a $36 stormwa-
ter parcel fee.

But before putting that

See SURVEY, page 13 See BOND FOR BAY, page 11



ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★ You could find a situation hot, if

nothing else. Your instincts tell you to head for
the hills. Rather, deal with a key friend or loved
one in an independent conversation. Keep plans
low-key and focused on what is important.
Tonight: Invite others over.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★★ Others might be more conflicted

than you realize. Do question what might be
going on with those who seem full of smiles but
testy in their own way. Though you might auto-
matically say no, it might not be best. Tonight:
Chat up a storm.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★ You might want to go shopping for

certain gifts. Watch a tendency to buy one for
them and one for you. You easily, and we do
mean easily, could do serious damage to your
budget. Use care if you want to remember every-
one. Tonight: Curb the spendthrift in you.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★★★ Your personality flourishes.

Think in terms of freeing yourself of some self-
imposed restriction. It’s great to be free and easy
sometimes. Why not now? Buy or do something
special for yourself. Tonight: Happy as can be. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★ You could be a bit off, and others

will let you know it. Several options appear.
Which one you take varies according to your per-
sonality. You always have free choice. Today is a
perfect example. Tonight: Early to bed.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★★ Aim for more of what you want.

Listen to everyone carefully. Friends mix well
with goals. If you have a problem, it will be one of
too many choices and not enough time. Be will-
ing to take a nap. Tonight: Where the party is.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★★ Listen well to a boss, parent or

someone in charge. You will like what is coming
down the path. Take care with spending, espe-
cially spending to please someone you care
about. Be willing to say no to someone you care
about. Tonight: In the limelight.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★★ You will go overboard because of

your imagination. You also might get a lot of flak
from someone in charge. Think twice before you
take a major action. Recognize that you have
many alternatives. Tonight: Put on your dancing
shoes and follow the music.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★★★ A money offer could come in

from left field. Your sixth sense could make you
wary or touchy. You might feel as if you need to
touch base with someone whose opinion you
trust. With this person, you’ll make the right deci-
sion. Tonight: Dinner for two.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★★★ Others clearly want your atten-

tion. Don’t allow anyone to cramp your style. You
might feel that a partner is being judgmental. Let
your reactions mellow out before having a dis-
cussion, if you want to stay in control. Tonight:
Enjoy yourself.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★ Knowing when you cannot push

anymore might be key. You will want to take your
time and get some extra rest. A must appearance
could take more energy than you thought. Flow
with the moment. Tonight: Early to bed.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★★ You are on an unusually creative

bent right now. Use your ability to make a differ-
ence. Your talent for inventive, fun happenings
could come into play. Others let you take the lead.
Sneak in a nap. Tonight: Paint the town red.
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JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS The stars show the kind of day you’ll Have:
★★★★★-Dynamic  ★★★★-Positive  ★★★-Average  ★★-So-so  ★-Difficult

Dinner for two, Sag

2729 WILSHIRE BLVD., SANTA MONICA CA
Ph. (310) 828-4511             w w w . t i n d e r b o x s a n t a m o n i c a . c o m

MON-FRI. 9:30-7PMSAT: 9:30-6PMSUN: 11-4PM
THE ORIGINALEST. 1928

EXPERT PIPE & LIGHTER REPAIR
Christmas Gifts Imported from 22 countries

WE FEATURE THE WORLD’S FINEST IMPORTANT PIPES

A U D I T  P E N D I N G

Santa Monica Daily Press

HOROSCOPE

MERCEDES BENZ TAXI SERVICE

(310) 828-4200
EURO TAXI

O F  S A N T A  M O N I C A

• OUR FARES AVERAGE 20% LESS
THAN MOST OTHER LOCAL TAXI CO.

• CLEAN CARS - VANS ALSO AVAILABLE   
FOR LARGER PARTIES

• ALL OF OUR DRIVERS SPEAK
CONVERSATIONAL ENGLISH

• 24/7 DISPATCH

• ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

$26.00

FLAT TO LAX
FROM SM
EXPIRES 12/31/05

Craig S. Cohen. M.D.
310/623-7370
We comply with California medical board guidelines
available for same day appointments or house calls.

MEDICAL MARIJUANA
EVALUATIONS
CONFIDENTIAL COMPASSIONATE CARE

Attn: Art Lovers & Collection

Phyllis Diller Artwork
Originals and Giclees

Personalized for the holidays
Also from 12/17 to 12/24

Designs by Annie
Handmade shirts and Jewelry

Using genuine Swarovski Crystal™

Exclusively at Frugal Phil’s Frame Factory
1929 Lincoln Blvd., Santa Monica (310) 314-0404
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Sponsored by...

THE Q-LINE
RESPONSES
ARE IN!

WE HAVE THE QUESTIONS.
YOU HAVE THE ANSWERS.

CHECK OUT THIS WEEK’S Q-LINE
RESPONSES ON PAGE 4.
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The Galley
Rediscover The Galley’s genuine

service while experiencing our new
weekend brunch served on our

beautiful outdoor patio.
Serving Brunch from 11AM-4PM

Full Bar-Best Bloody Mary’s in Santa Monica
(310) 452-1934

2442 Main Street • Santa Monica

EST. 1934

SURF CENTER santa monica

bCore Surf/Lifestyle Shop bbCore Surf/Lifestyle Shop b
1451 THIRD STREET PROMENADE
IN SANTA MONICA • 310.656.CURL

SNOW AND SURF REPORTS

N/A
TIDE FORECAST FOR SANTA MONICA

CONDITIONS WATER TEMP: 58°
DATA PROVIDED BY WETSAND.COM

SURF AND SNOW QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS? EMAIL ALEX@SMDP.COM

SWELL FORECAST (2-5FT)

This weekend looks like a small day before the signifi-
cant NW’er hits the coast on Sunday. Before it arrives,
knee- to waist-high surf at most is expected today. And
then things change in a big way. 

LONG RANGE SYNOPSIS

Substantial NW swell hits Sunday... 

Bigger NW swell hits midweek... 

CONDITIONS
DATA PROVIDED BY ONTHESNOW.COM

BEAR MOUNTAIN
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 12”-12” 8:30am - 4:00pm 3 4

CONDITIONS: Packed Powder, Machine Made, Machine Groomed

JUNE MOUNTAIN
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 12”-24” 8:30am - 4:00pm 35 4

CONDITIONS: Packed Powder, Machine Groomed, Obstacles

MAMMOTH MOUNTAIN
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 24”-36” 8:30 am - 10:00 pm 150 21

CONDITIONS: Packed Powder, Machine Groomed, Obstacles

MOUNTAIN HIGH
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 12”-12” 8:30 am - 10:00 pm 11 6

CONDITIONS: Machine Made, Hard Packed

MT. BALDY
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 0”-1” 8:30 am -  4:00 pm 0 0

CONDITIONS: N/A

SNOW SUMMIT
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 12”-12” N/A 8 7

CONDITIONS: Packed Powder, Machine Made, Machine Groomed

SNOW VALLEY
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 12”-12” 8:30 am - 4:00 pm 5 5

CONDITIONS: Packed Powder, Machine Made, Machine Groomed, Hard Packed

ALL FORMS • ALL TYPES • ALL STATES

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
(310) 395-9922

100 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1800
Santa Monica 90401

BACK/UNFILED
TAXES?

Since 1967
Quality  &  Value  Always!

310-399-7892
2732 Main St.

Santa Monica

Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.
6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

“The perfect
business

lunch”

Chanukah celebrants can see the light
By Daily Press staff

Community members are invited to partake is a number of activities celebrating
Chanukah in the Santa Monica area this weekend.

Santa Monica Place and the Third Street Promenade will offer public menorah
lightings every night for the duration of Chanukah. At Santa Monica Place, light-
ings will take place Sunday through Friday at 4 p.m. and Saturday at 6 p.m. On the
Promenade, lightings will take place Sunday through Thursday at 5 p.m.; Friday at
4 p.m. and Saturday from 7 p.m. to 11 p.m.

On Dec. 18, from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., Santa Monica Place will host a free Chanukah
crafts fair, featuring a live olive oil demonstration, fresh latkas and a make-a-meno-
rah workshop. Children are invited to create holiday crafts while parents shop.

On Dec. 31 from 7 p.m.. to 11 p.m.,  a live celebration of the seventh night of
Chanukah will take place on the Promenade featuring Chassidic music and dancing,
as well as a giant Menorah lighting.

On Jan. 1, a Chanukah carnival will bring the festivities to a close. The carnival
will be held at the Chabad House located at 1428 17th St. in Santa Monica from 12
p.m. to 4 p.m. The $5 admission includes lunch and tickets for games can be pur-
chased at $1 for three or $5 for 20. There will be a moonbounce, cotton candy, drei-
del game, ring toss, art & crafts, food, prizes and an assortment carnival games.

For more information about the Chanukah events happening in Santa Monica,
call (310) 453-3011.

It takes an Army: Volunteers spread holiday cheer
By Daily Press staff

The Salvation Army Southern California this weekend will distribute more than
1,000 food and toy baskets in a drive-through setting to pre-selected low-income
families. Disney “voluntEARS” will help distribute the baskets and holiday cheer.

Each family will receive food — enough for a holiday meal — and gifts for all
members of the family.  There will be live music, a mini-snow forest and a snow
machine. 

The festivities begin at 9 a.m. and continue until 5 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 17 at
900 West James M. Wood Blvd. From 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., there will be carolers and
the Salvation Brass Band will perform.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Do you have Do you have 
community news?community news?

... Submit news... Submit news
releasesreleases
Email to:Email to:

editor@smdp.com editor@smdp.com 
or fax 310.576.9913or fax 310.576.9913

Santa Monica Daily Press
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‘Tis the season to wait impatiently in
lines. And among the lines that people
complain about the most are the ones at
airport security. It wasn’t always like that.
If you summon the ghost of Christmas
Past and go all the way back to a year or
two ago, most people were saying things
like, “If it’s a little inconvenient, if I have
to show up at the airport a little early, if I
have to take off my shoes, it’s a small
price to pay for being safe.” 

I guess most people have forgotten
those words. Now, you’re more likely to
hear things like, “I can’t believe how slow
the security people are,” or “They actual-
ly made me take off my shoes,” or “Why
can’t they just search the people who look
like terrorists?”

Well soon, those impatient travelers
may not have to wait in long lines with
everybody else. Both the Transportation
Security Administration and private com-
panies are developing a kind of quick E-Z
pass. The way it would work is that the
customer would voluntarily undergo a
background check, an iris and fingerprint
scan, and probably have some secret code
word like their pet’s maiden name. Then,
they’ll still have to go through the metal
detector at the airport, but their search
won’t be as thorough and they probably
won’t have to be “wanded.” 

It’s being hailed as the answer to fre-
quent fliers’ prayers. I’m not so sure.
Personally, I’d like to have more comfort-
able seats or some air conditioning even
when the plane’s on the ground.

First of all, don’t the government and
private companies have enough personal
information on each of us without our vol-
untarily giving out more? Theoretically,
the line with pre-screened “E-Z pass peo-
ple” will be shorter than the regular line.
But if this thing really works the way its
proponents say it will, won’t just about
everybody join in? Then we’ll have two
lines: A long line of “special” people who
don’t want to wait in the regular long line
right next to them.

If we’re still worried about bad guys
sneaking on planes, isn’t this just another
opportunity to make it easier for them? If
there’s a way of faking a background
check or an iris scan, isn’t there a chance

that the “wrong people” will figure it out?
Do you really feel secure that no terrorist
will ever be able to get one of these Quick
N’ E-Z passes?

This reminds me of the recent decision
to allow people to fly with small scissors
or tools. I guess the reasoning was that the
odds were great that a terrorist could do
any real damage with a scissors less than
4 inches long or a screwdriver less than 7
inches. They don’t sound all that small to
me. How big is a “box-cutter” anyway?
Also, even if it’s a minor risk, why take it?
How important are those scissors and
screwdrivers to passengers in-flight?
Can’t they repair their glasses or make
paper dolls after they land?  

And how much money is being spent
on developing these Quick Passes? Is this
the best way to spend Transportation
Security Administration dollars?
Wouldn’t it be better spent on things like
examining cargo or hiring more inspec-
tors?

Excited proponents of the I.D. Pass say
that its use wouldn’t just be limited to air-
planes. It could be used anywhere that
there are security lines and searches: ball-
games, concerts, parties at rich, para-
noids’ houses, etc. I don’t know about
you, but I haven’t found security to be an
enormous inconvenience when going to a
concert or a sports event. Instead of trying
to perfect this I.D. card, I’d rather they
concentrated on a good sound system and
clean bathrooms.

So, it’s not that this thing is necessarily
a bad idea, but like so many ideas, it
seems like something we don’t need. Get
to the airport a little early, and wear shoes
that go off and on easily. Don’t look at the
long line as a nuisance. Look at it as a
demonstration of how much people care
about your being safe. Maybe you should
see it as a social experience, too. Make
new friends with the others in line. And
pretty soon, possibly you’ll be saying
again, “It’s a little inconvenient, but at
least I feel safer.” And maybe you’ll meet
somebody who thinks you have really
sexy feet.

(Lloyd Garver has written for many
television shows, ranging from “Sesame
Street” to “Family Ties” to “Frasier.” He
also has read many books, some of them
in hardcover. He writes the “Modern
Times” column for CBSnews.com’s opin-
ion page and a weekly column for
SportsLine.com. He can be reached at
smdp@lloydgarvermoderntimes.com.)

Looking for quick fix
to terrorism is screwy

MODERN
TIMES

BY LLOYD GARVER
✆ “I am the president of Lincoln Place

Apartments. I believe that number one,
AIMCO would be smart to take the remain-
ing residents and move them to a safe and
secure place. The place has already been
historical which means they cannot tear
down the buildings. I am one of the tenants
who will be facing eviction in 2006. I pray
that somebody upstairs will be able to
answer our prayers for us. I also want to say
thank you to the Santa Monica Daily Press
for printing our articles in your newspaper.”

✆ “I do not think any agreement
between these two parties could ever be
reached. It’s all about the money. Look
around you in Santa Monica. It’s all expen-
sive, overpriced condos, mostly owned and
developed by out- of-the-area developers
and exploiters. All with the greedy, welcom-
ing attitude of the creeps in our city admin-
istration. Long gone are the nice little single
homes and moderately priced apartment
buildings. And aren’t you glad you keep vot-
ing the same duplicitous politicians and rent
control phonies in year after year? See what
you wound up with?”

✆ “Alas, Abraham Lincoln thought the
government to be of the people, by the peo-
ple, for the people. Apparently, Long Lanky
Link, as he was called, never heard the
axiom, ‘money talks and poop walks.’ Nor
did he understand the greed and quest for
riches of carpet bagging real estate devel-
opers and landlords. My choice of axiom is
the fact that only the fittest survive. In order
for Lincoln Place holdouts to survive will
depend on a community outpouring of help
from those who feel their cause is just.
Without the help of the community they are
doomed to failure. Still, if they should fail
they will understand that they put up a
noble battle against tyrants and did not
knuckle under.”

✆ “Compromise is not possible when
one of the parties is one of these greedy
developers. All they want to do is tear down
things, build up stuff for more rich people that
don’t need it instead of people that do need it.
There’s nothing wrong with the buildings,
they’re historic. They may be old but they are
in good shape despite all the maintenance
they have not done on it since they took over
the property. They probably wanted to do that
so they could say, ‘Well, it’s in bad shape. We
have to tear them down.’ There is nothing
wrong with those buildings. Any work they do
would take forever and would cause nothing
but traffic problems in the area. It would be a
mess. They should just leave the apartments
the way they are and rebuild the ones they
tore down but they are too greedy to do that.”

✆ “I believe a compromise must be
reached because gentrification and the
elimination of affordable housing in Los
Angeles is only going to increase the prob-
lems of homelessness in our communities.
If we take affordable housing off line we
have to replace it one for one on site if there
is going to be new development that
occurs.”

✆ “There are millions of people who
have never had what you would call afford-
able housing. These people at Lincoln Place
have had a good thing for years and haven’t
planned for what ifs. Life has no guarantees
except death and taxes. The tenants should
be thankful for what they had and move on.
Their sense of entitlement is astonishing.”

✆ “I think a compromise should be
reached and can be reached where the
owners sell it to the city and to the tenants.
Even the city could take it by eminent domain
and pay for it because we need affordable
housing on the Westside and to rebuild
affordable housing, even the cheapest units
would be no less than $150,000 to $200,000.
So to rebuild that many units would cost the
whole housing budget of the city of LA.”

✆ “I don’t think a compromise can be
reached between the tenants and their
landlords, the AIMCO Corporation. They
have been unwilling to negotiate since the
very beginning. If you look at the history of
the offers that they have made to us, they
have made no offers at all. Every offer they
make includes a poison pill, which in legal
parlance means that there is something that
can destroy it that is beyond our control. In
other words, if the neighborhood were to
complain that they didn’t like the plans then
the deal would be off. So they claim they
are offering us lifetime tenancy but it’s only
a lifetime tenancy if we have a life
expectancy of about 90 days. There has
been no offer so they have never been in
good faith therefore, they are unwilling to
negotiate. These evictions are illegal, the
judges say that they have not read the
cases and yet they’re ruling on them. The
marshal is serving us on judgment that has
been made by judges that have not read the
cases. If that is legal, that is not the America
I want to live in.”

✆ “The main problem would be to
remove Sheila Bernard from the negotia-
tions and a good compromise would be for
AIMCO to live on Penmar and they could
have the rest of the complex to do what they
wanted to. We need to have the tenants
who have been locked out recently to return
to the property.”

✆ “The former tenants will either go or
stay. A compromise would mean they have
to stay. That does not compute. No compro-
mise is possible. Dream on. Either one side
or the other will win. The reality is there is
only a finite amount of desirable land as long
as uncontrolled breeding and immigration is
allowed and the population burgeons. The
demand for desirable and undesirable land
will increase. Why else would people live in
Palmdale for example? More desirable land
will have more expensive housing.
Undesirable, cheap land will have the cheap,
‘affordable’ housing. As long as uncontrolled
breeding and immigration is allowed and the
population burgeons, escalating conflicts
are inevitable and not just in the real estate
area. Believe otherwise and you have
demonstrated you are a Polly Anna idiot.”

A COMPLEX ISSUE PITS RENTERS VS. LANDLORD
This past week, Q-line asked:

“Do you think compromise can be reached between the tenants and their former
landlord? If so, what form should it take?

Here are your responses:

Got 
News?

If you see news happening 
or have something to report, call

the Santa Monica Daily Press 
at our NEW tipline!

Call 310.285.TIPS (8477)
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FEELING STUCK?
Career Challenges?
Problems in Relationships?
Self Esteem Issues?
Examine self-defeating behavior & live more fully!
Learn new skills to obtain those elusive goals & dreams.

NEXT Santa Monica Workshop - Jan. 20TH
(Pacific Plaza - 1431 Ocean Ave.)

For more info or brochure call   (310) 383-0005.

Register Early! Classes are small w/limited seating!

Your Convenient Holiday
Shipping Headquarters

Under New
Ownership!

1247 Lincoln Blvd., (Between Arizona & Wilshire)
Hrs: M-F: 7:30am-6pm   Sat. 8am-4pm Santa Monica   (310) 451-3006

• FedEx & UPS Authorized Shipping Center
• Packing & Shipping (eBay shipping too!)
• Business Cards/Letterhead
• Color & Black/White Copying Faxing
• Mailbox Rentals (24-hour access)
• Newspapers & magazines

SANTA MONICA MAILHOUSE
★★★★★★★★★★★★★

01588159

It’s that time of year again. The calen-
dar reads December, which means it is
about time I start thinking about getting
my butt back in shape after “Lazy
November.” It also means that Chanukah
and Christmas are right around the corner
and along with the workouts I need to get
in, there is some serious shopping that
needs to be done. 

Living in LA, chances are that at least
one person on your list is a fitness junkie.
Knowing that like me, many of you put
shopping on the same level with ten-
donitis, I have put together a list of five
gifts that are sure to satisfy all of those
hard to shop for “health nuts.” Pay atten-
tion, and you just might be able to spend
this weekend spinning up the coast on
your bike instead of fighting the holiday
crowds on the Promenade.

1. Coffee cards. When was the last time
you did a workout that did not start or end
with a cup of coffee? If you cruise into
any local java hub at almost any point in
the day you are bound to see happy, caf-
feinated people in workout gear. The
added bonus with coffee cards is that you
can pack them along on rides, runs, or
even to yoga and you never need to worry
about having cash. If you get a flat tire on
the PCH, you may have to walk home, but
at least you’ll have coffee.

2. Socks. I know, it seems like a really
lame gift but have you checked out the
price of socks these days? A pair of ath-
letic socks can run as much as a decent
bottle of wine. Though the wine might be
slightly more fun, the socks will last
longer. You should never skimp on your

feet, but I know that I often buy the
cheapo socks by the dozen and suffer
through blisters because I am too cheap to
spring for good ones. This year, fill some-
body’s stocking with … stockings.

3. TCBY gift certificates. This might
just be a personal vice, but I am sure there
are other closet addicts out there. Even
though I am sure the calories are equal,
somehow yogurt just does not seems as
bad as ice cream. I mean, it’s just yogurt.
Justify it any way you like, but the bottom
line is that a coffee and vanilla yogurt
with Heath Bar at the end of a long day
tastes pretty darn good.

4. Lights. No, not the kind you put on
old tannenbaum. The kind you wear on
your body walking, jogging, or biking
around town after dark. Seeing as how it is
dark now by 4:30 p.m., most of us are try-
ing to squeeze in workouts, at some point
in the week, after dark. LA drivers are
dangerous enough in the daylight hours
when they can see you. If you are working
out without lights at night, you are basi-
cally a speed bump.

5. A massage. Every time I get a mas-
sage I tell myself that I need to get them
more often. They are great for your body
and help relieve stress, align muscles and
reduce soreness. The problem is that they
are not cheap. Nothing says, “I love you”
like paying someone else to touch the one
you love.

Armed with this list, you will surely cut
time off of your previous holiday shop-
ping marathons, and you will undoubtedly
make the athletes in your life very happy.
And in case you need to know I prefer
Peet’s to Starbucks, I wear a size 11, and
I really like deep tissue. Happy shopping.

(Thaddeus Reichley is a teacher and
fitness nerd who lives and trains in Santa
Monica. Look for his column on the week-
ends, and send questions, comments, and
gift ideas to thadsthoughts@yahoo.com.)

The holiday rush can 
be one of adrenaline

EXERCISE
YOUR RIGHT!
BY THADDEUS REICHLEY
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GERMAN CAR SERVICE
Specialist in Repair of  Porsche • VW • Audi • BMW

• Best alternative to high dealer prices
• Complete service and repair
• 6 month or 6000 mile guarantee
• Locally owned and operated since 1965

2202 OLYMPIC BLVD., SANTA MONICA • (310) 829-2563

01590548

BY GREG RISLING 
Associated Press Writer 

RIVERSIDE, Calif. — Stealing mail.
Digging through trash. Days spent in front
of a computer trying to unlock financial
information. 

All to score methamphetamine. 
Authorities are discovering that more

and more desperate users of the drug are
turning to identity theft to pay for their
habit, creating a criminal nexus costing
Americans millions of dollars. 

The trend is sweeping the West and
spreading to other parts of the country,
with one hub of activity in the garages and
trailer parks of Riverside and San
Bernardino counties on the fringe of sub-
urban Los Angeles. 

The region was the site of a third of
California’s nearly 500 meth lab busts in
2004 and is home to the second-highest
number of identity theft victims in the nation. 

“It’s been said the two crimes go
together like rats and garbage,” said Jack
Lucky, a Riverside County prosecutor
who nearly became a victim of identity
theft himself before his personal informa-
tion was found at a meth lab. 

“It’s a pervasive problem,” he said. 
The connection is posing a major chal-

lenge for authorities, who until recently
tended to overlook or neglect identity
theft evidence at meth labs in favor of
pursuing drug charges that are easier to
prove and carry stiffer penalties. 

"We weren’t educated or sophisticated
enough to spot what they were doing,”
said Riverside County sheriff’s Sgt. Steve
Koller, a narcotics task force member.
“It’s taken us a while to catch up.” 

U.S. Sen. Maria Cantwell, D-Wash.,
has called on the Department of Justice to
study the link further and recommend
tougher penalties for those convicted of
both crimes. 

“What we are probably going to find is
that there is a stronger connection than we
know right now,” she said. 

No figures were available on just how
much the link is costing consumers.
Separately, however, meth use and identi-
ty theft have taken a toll. 

Nearly 10 million Americans fell vic-
tim last year to identity theft, costing $5
billion. Meanwhile, the popularity of
methamphetamine has grown, with an
estimated 12 million people trying it at
least once. 

Police said meth users — known as
“cranksters” — are drawn to identity theft
because they can stay up for days scanning
computer records or go “Dumpster diving”
for discarded financial information. 

A drug dealer recently provided fake
identities to a woman in Phoenix who
allegedly used them to buy cell phones.

She was paid with methamphetamine, and
the phones were later used by some of the
dealer’s associates, authorities said. 

Last summer, Georgia authorities tracked
at least 20 thieves — known as the “Mailbox
Meth Gang” — who cruised housing subdi-
visions looking for raised flags on mailbox-
es that could yield checks and bank state-
ments to exchange for meth. Investigators
found 14,000 credit card numbers in a lap-
top computer seized from the gang. 

Police said the thieves don’t target one
spot too long and often split the work. 

“There is the collector who steals your
identity from mailboxes or trash bins,”
said Alameda police Sgt. Anthony Munoz,
who teaches a class about the connection
for the California Narcotics Officers
Association. “Then there is the converter,
who turns your identity into something,
and lastly there is the passer, the person
who uses the fraudulent identity.” 

Munoz said as many as 85 percent of
the identity theft cases he investigates
have meth connections. In one, a defen-
dant pleaded guilty to 56 counts of identi-
ty theft and was sentenced to just one year
in county jail, he said. 

“Those are the type of sentences you
get,” said Munoz, who backs sentencing
enhancements for people convicted of
both crimes. 

Penalties for identity theft vary from
state to state. In California, where legisla-
tors are trying to strengthen the laws,
identity thieves can face up to three years
in prison and a fine up to $10,000. 

A conviction in Arizona also carries up
to three years in prison, but fines can
reach $150,000. First-time offenders,
however, often receive probation. 

The situation has emboldened many
meth users. 

“We don’t have the significant sen-
tences right now that would deter some of
these individuals,” Riverside County
District Attorney Grover Trask said. “It’s
easy money.” 

Trask said 60 percent of the identity
theft cases handled by his office are drug-
related. He has created a three-investiga-
tor unit to make sure identity theft charges
are pursued. 

In Arizona, the connection is so preva-
lent that Attorney General Terry Goddard
now sends an investigator with identity
theft expertise to meth lab busts. 

Lucky, the Riverside County prosecu-
tor, didn’t realize personal information
had been stolen from his mailbox until a
caller said there had been fraudulent activ-
ity linked to his credit card. 

Lucky got suspicious when the caller
requested his Social Security number.
When he asked for a supervisor, he was
given a toll-free number that was no
longer in service.

Meth users are cause
for an identity crisis

Tips to avoid becoming an identity theft victim 
By The Associated Press 

■ Get a locking mailbox. 
■ Don’t leave bills out for the mail carrier to pick up. 
■ Stop financial documents from being sent to your home. 
■ Pay your bills online. Many sites are safe and difficult to hack by criminals. 
■ Don’t give personal information over the phone. 
■ Don’t carry your Social Security card. 
■ Contact credit card companies immediately if you suspect fraud. 
■ Also report it to the Federal Trade Commission at www.consumer.gov/idtheft 



BY JIM ABRAMS 
Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON — House Republicans
tried to close ranks Thursday on an immi-
gration bill that some complained was not
tough enough and others said was inade-
quate because it failed to include a guest
worker program. 

These disputes slowed action on a mea-
sure intended to shut down illegal traffic
along the border while requiring employ-
ers to verify the legal status of their work-
ers. 

The House voted 220-206 to approve a
parliamentary measure needed to move
ahead on the bill, but only after GOP lead-
ers appealed in a private meeting for party
unity. 

“There’s kind of a left-right coalition
against it,” said Rep. Jeff Flake, R-Ariz.
Some lawmakers cited the absence of a
guest worker program while others feared
the proposal could lead to something
equivalent to amnesty. 

Supporters defended their approach of
acting to cut off the flow of illegal
entrants before turning to the tougher
issues of a guest worker program or other
means to fill the jobs that now attract mil-
lions of undocumented workers. 

"Until the borders are protected we
cannot have any kind of meaningful
immigration reform,” said GOP Rep.
Peter King of New York, chairman of the
House Homeland Security Committee. 

Almost all Democrats, and several bor-
der-state Republicans such as Flake and
fellow Arizonan Jim Kolbe, pushed for a
more comprehensive package that dealt
with the estimated 11 million illegal
immigrants already in the U.S. 

The GOP bill “does nothing to solve
the real problems of illegal immigration,”
Kolbe said. “In fact it’s worse than noth-
ing.” 

The White House said in a statement
that it strongly supported the House bill,
while adding that the administration
“remains committed to comprehensive
immigration reform, including a tempo-
rary worker program that avoids
amnesty.” 

President Bush almost two years ago
urged Congress to enact a guest worker
program. He repeated that message during
a recent visit to the Mexican border. 

Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist, R-
Tenn., says the guest worker issue will be
on the table when the Senate takes up
immigration overhaul in February. The

main controversy is over whether the esti-
mated 6 million illegal workers should
have to leave the country before applying
for a temporary worker program. 

The House bill combines the work of
King and the chairman of the House
Judiciary Committee, Rep. James
Sensenbrenner, R-Wis. 

The border security aspects, King said,
include requiring the Homeland Security
Department to employ the personnel and
technology needed to secure the border;
ending the “catch-and-release” policy for
non-Mexicans; and requiring the
Pentagon and Homeland Security to come
up with a common plan on the use of mil-
itary technology to stop illegal crossings. 

The bill also outlines increased penal-
ties for smugglers and those re-entering
illegally; authorizes police along the bor-
der to enforce immigration law; and
makes illegal presence in the United
States, now a civil offense, a misde-
meanor crime. 

The bill originally made illegal pres-
ence a felon. Sensenbrenner’s spokesman,
Jeff Lungren, said that was being changed
because felonies require jury trials and
consume too many resources. 

Most significantly, the bill requires all
employers in the country, more than 7
million, to check on the legal status of
workers. 

Randel Johnson of the U.S. Chamber
of Commerce said Wednesday that the
House bill was unacceptable to businesses
because of “huge concerns” that the
requirement to submit Social Security
numbers and other vital statistics to a cen-
tral database would not work. Companies
that do not verify the legal status of work-
ers would be subject to penalties. 

“We would be more comfortable if it
was just applicable to new hires for sever-
al years,” he said. 

Acting House Majority Leader Roy
Blunt, R-Mo., said Republicans would
work with their business allies on the ver-
ification program. But, he said, “this is an
issue that really they don’t get to deter-
mine.” 

Critics of the bill also predicted that
increased penalties and provisions for
expedited removal of illegal entrants
would drive those in the country illegally
further underground. 

Bishop Thomas Wenski of the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops questioned
whether criminalizing illegal presence
could implicate the good Samaritan who
gives an illegal immigrant a glass of water. 
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NOW RE-OPENED

FISHER
Hardware & Lumber

NEW LOCATION
1600 Lincoln Blvd.

(corner of Lincoln and Colorado)
Santa Monica, CA 90404

(310) 395-0956
Mon-Fri — 7:30 - 5:30

Sat — 8:00 - 5:00
“See us for a complete line of windows and doors”

10% off purchase with this ad
Excludes Sale Merchandise. Expires 1-15-05.

Glory Beauty Supply
1840 Lincoln Blvd., Santa Monica, CA 90404

ph 1.310.452.6800     toll free 1.888.40.GLORY
Store Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10:30am -7:00pm  Sat. 10:30 - 5:00pm

“Rene Furterer Sale!
Buy One & receive 2nd one at 50% off!”
(Same offer also applies to over 70 lines of products in the store!) — Gloria

House aims to tighten
law for border traffic

Be in the middle of it all!
Professional office space available on the Third Street Promenade.

950 square feet of office space conveniently located downtown, a walk away from shops, restaurants and
the beach. Bright office space with high ceilings, natural light, two large private offices and a spacious
reception area. Quiet location with a shared kitchen. New paint and carpet. Parking. Available now.

Call (310) 458-7737 ext. 104
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BANKRUPTCY
Missed the deadline?

It’s not too late!

CALL 310.453.8320

The Law Offices of Martin D. Gross
2001 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 205   Santa Monica   CA  90403

Your Local Santa Monica Attorney on the web www.lawgross.com

BY ROBERT JABLON 
Associated Press Writer 

LOS ANGELES — In life, they had
names, histories, loved ones. But they had
no money. So in death, all they have is a
number on a metal plaque and space in a
mass grave. 

A brief service was held Thursday for
1,619 people whose commingled ashes
were placed in plastic bags and buried in
an 8-by-10-by-6 pauper’s grave at Los
Angeles County expense. 

They died in 2001 but their bodies had
been unclaimed. About one in 10 were
never identified. Others had no family.
But far more often, relatives simply could-
n’t afford the thousands of dollars to bury
them, said Albert Gaskin, caretaker of the
county plot where common graves have
been dug annually for 80 years. 

Some 300,000 people are buried at the
site adjacent to Evergreen Cemetery,
beneath a scattering of slender trees. 

The county cremates the unclaimed
bodies, then keeps the remains in individ-
ual brown plastic boxes for two years in
case family members come to retrieve
them. Sometimes relatives come from out
of state to claim the bodies, months or
years after they die. 

After the two years — and often more
years of paperwork — the ashes are final-
ly laid to rest, even if it is in a common
grave. 

“It gives you a thought that you’re
helping someone less fortunate than you
are,” Gaskin said. “I feel good by helping
them.” 

On Thursday, while construction and
cement trucks roared in the background,
building a new East Los Angeles com-
muter rail line, the Rev. Phil Manly deliv-
ered a 10-minute service over raw earth
marked only by a small silver-colored
plaque that said “2001” — the year they
died. 

“May their memories remain in our
hearts and minds,” Manly said. He read
from the 23rd Psalm, with its famous line
about walking through “the valley of the
shadow of death,” and scattered flower
petals on the grave. 

Manly said he used the psalm because
it is recognized by many denominations.
Unclaimed deceased whose paperwork
shows they were Roman Catholic are sent
to a Catholic cemetery in Rowland
Heights, Manly said, but for the others
“we have no idea” of their faiths. 

Manly has performed the service for
three decades. 

“I believe that everyone is special,”
Manly said. “We’re all created in God’s
image, and I think it’s a shame that people
would die and no one would say anything
over them.” 

At one end of the grave stood a wreath
of roses, carnations and orchids provided
by county Supervisor Don Knabe and his
staff. 

Knabe this week took the unique step
of having his Board of Supervisors col-
leagues formally recognize what he called
“our fallen brothers and sisters of this
county” with a prayer and a moment of
silence. 

“It was the right thing to do,” said his
spokesman, David A. Sommers. “In many
cases, these are forgotten residents of the
county and they can’t be forgotten any
longer.” 

A dozen county employees and offi-
cials watched, including former county
chief medical examiner Thomas Noguchi. 

The former “coroner to the stars,”
whose “clients” included Janis Joplin,
Natalie Wood and Robert F. Kennedy, is
now state curator for unclaimed deceased.
His job includes arranging for some of the
bodies to be autopsied or used in medical
schools for dissection. Because the bodies
are unclaimed, none can be harvested for
their organs because relatives must grant
permission. 

The county performs an important ser-
vice by arranging to bury the indigent, he
said. 

“I think whether rich or poor, famous
or not famous ... it is very important that
we do not lose the track of decency,” he
said. 

Gaskin, the caretaker, says relatives are
invited to visit and place flowers. On rare
occasions, families have been able to
scrape up the money for a plaque long
after the burial has taken place. 

In one corner of the tree-dotted ceme-
tery, for instance, on the grave for 1966, a
small plaque noted that one of those
buried there was Jeffery Lansdown, 5, a
“beloved brother and son.” A photograph
of a smiling, blond boy, his mother and
other family members and a dozen fading
and broken pinwheels surmounted the
grave. 

“They come pretty often” to visit the
grave, Gaskin said of relatives. 

A few hundred feet away, the county’s
crematorium was busy, as it is daily, con-
suming the bodies of people who were
unwanted, unknown or unfortunate. 

“Today is a slow day. We’re only
doing six today,” Gaskin said. 

County buries ashes of
1,600 in pauper’s grave

Bitch!
Whine!

Complain!
Check Out the Question of the Week on Page 3 and let us hear what you have to say
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GEORGE CHUNG REALTORS
Our Listings

OUR MORTGAGE PARTNER: ARE FINANCIAL

• 100% Loan-to-Value — No money down required
• No documentation loans available
• Prior bankruptcy or mortgage rates won’t disqualify you from becoming pre-
approved for your new dream home
• Non-owner occupied property loans welcome and multi-unit property loans.
• Loan programs that offer a 1% starting rate. This allows a 500K-loan amount
to make only a $1608 payment
• Pre-approval in minutes for a purchase of a new home or refinance of an
existing home today

3218 CORINTH, MAR VISTA
Location! Location! Location! Beautiful, Tree-Lined
Street in Westdale Trousdale Area of Mar Vista.
3Bdrms+2.75Baths. Living Room w/FPLC + Family
Room Combination w/ Sky Lights. Formal Dining
Room. Spacious Landscaped Back Yard w/ Entry from
Family Room. Carpet Floors. Enlarged Updated
Kitchen w/ Breakfast Area & Adjoining Laundry Room.
Central Air & Heating

12435 WASHINGTON PL., MAR VISTA
Rental House, Zoning LAR 4-1 Buyer to verify with
Building & Safety

(310) 745-3190 OR (310) 391-6346

SOLD 

$1,100,000

$599,000

2560 FEDERAL, MAR VISTA
Beautiful 1929 Spanish with all the original details. Coved ceilings with
defining arches make this home charming and full of character.
Dramatic light fixtures adorn this home along with a Malibu Tile fire-
place in the Living room. New Tile Roof, New Driveway, New Patio
Intricately designer laid linoleum flooring in kitchen and breakfast
nook. Tiled bathroom with the original bathtub. Beautiful hardwood
floors.

3512 GREENWOOD, MAR VISTA
Open spacious kitchen-dining room and living room with recessed lighting and ceramic tile floors. Beautiful
view from the Living room through the sliding doors to the back yard with swimming pool and BBQ. Danky
wine cooler. Professional quality kitchen with Birds Eye maple cabinetry with purple heart trim, center island
with hidden pull up appliance trays, granite counter top, Viking range ( 6 burners & griddle), Kitchen aid
dishwasher & refrigerator. Extra large pull out drawers, cooking tray slot. Huge walk in pantry. Dining area
with Bird's Eye maple glass cabinet doors and dark granite counter tops. Full bath with oversized tub.
Outdoor BBQ with additional stove/gas range, and mini refrigerator. Heated and filtered swimming pool.
Forced Air Heating and 100 amp main with underground wiring to sub panel on the house. 2 car detached
garage with attached dry walled rumpus room. New wood fence on 3 sides of property, and drip irrigation
(hose) on side yard. Sprinklers in front yard with new temperature coated driveway parking 

$779,000
GEORGE CHUNG
AND HIS STAFF
WISH YOU AND
YOUR FAMILY
A SAFE AND

HAPPY HOLIDAY
SEASON

$869,000

*WE OFFER A 1% START RATE!
30 year fixed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5.25%
10 year/1 arm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5.375%
7 year 1/arm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5.25%
5 year 1/arm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5.125%
3 year 1/arm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4.875%
* APR 4.774%. Loan subject to borrower qualifications, property evaluations, and
credit approval. All rates and program guidlines subject to change without notice.

3564 MAPLEWOOD AVE
Beautifully Remodeled House in a Prime Area of Mar Vista.
Corner Lot, On A Quiet Street. Marble Entry, With Newer Door.
Master Bedroom Suite, With Walk-in-Closet, and Private
Bathroom. Updated Kitchen with Oak Cabinets, Garden Window,
and Marble Floor. Bay Windows in the Living Room. Double
Paned Windows In the Bedrooms, Dining Room and The Kitchen.
Recessed Lighting In Living Room, Dining Room and The Kitchen
Lush Landscaping in The Front. Tastefully Landscaped
Backyard. 2 Car Attached Garage. Very Charming, Family Home.



BY GARANCE BURKE 
Associated Press Writer 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Hispanics may be the largest
minority in the United States, but almost half that popu-
lation — almost 20 million people — haven’t opened a
basic bank account, according to the Federal Deposit
Insurance Corp. 

New financial education efforts targeting Hispanics
have created mounds of brochures but have not explained
to families why they should establish a credit history or
how to avoid predatory lenders, according to a report
released Thursday by the National Council of La Raza, a
nonprofit civil rights and advocacy organization in
Washington, D.C. 

“How can we bring Latinos into the middle class?”
said Beatriz Ibarra, the report’s author. “The lynchpin of
the strategy should be investing in counseling programs
on the ground.” 

In May, President Bush introduced an initiative that
called on government agencies and selected Hispanic
organizations to promote financial literacy among
Latinos. Two years ago, the U.S. Treasury launched a
similar effort to step up financial planning and education
for all Americans. The FDIC now offers free financial
education programs in Spanish in 14 regions across the
country. 

Elizabeth Kelderhouse, a community affairs officer
for the FDIC in Kansas City, said an internal survey
shows over half a million people have attended the
MoneySmart courses and have gone on to open 100,000
bank accounts. 

“You can offer people five different kinds of checking
accounts, but it’s not going to matter if you don’t tell
them why they would want one in the first place,” said
Kelderhouse. 

The report released by La Raza points to structural
barriers in financial institutions, noting that lenders have
little incentive to sign on low-income clients. Financial
counselors usually work for a commission and would
prefer customers with large asset portfolios, it said. 

The report calls on Congress to pass several pending
bills that would direct money to a community-based net-
work of financial planning advisers. It also recommends
creating an income-tax credit that would cover the cost of
one-on-one financial counseling services. 

One-time banking fairs won’t do much to create a new
class of mortgage-ready home buyers, either, said Ian
Bautista, president and chief executive officer of El
Centro Inc., a Kansas City nonprofit that works with the
FDIC to offer Spanish-language courses on everything
from opening a savings account to buying a home. 

Bautista said many undocumented Latino immigrants
shy away from banks and mainstream lenders for fear
that giving over personal identification could result in
deportation. He said the median income of El Centro’s
Kansas City-area clients was approximately $18,000 per
year. 

A report last year by the Pew Hispanic Center, a
Washington-based think tank, found the average net
worth of Hispanic households nationwide was about
$8,000, while for Anglo households it was almost
$89,000. 

“When customers want to buy a house, banks require
a credit-card history, or a history of bank or car loans,”
said Shane Cuevas, a loan officer at the National Bank of
Kansas City. “So people who don’t have that are going to
end up getting loans from someone on the corner. They’ll
believe the guy who’s going to come to the door and say,
‘I speak Spanish and I can close today.”’ 

Other financial programs targeted at new Latino immi-
grants are leveraging banks outside the U.S. to offer low-
cost car and home loans. And Venice, Calif.-based No
Borders Inc. competes with money-wiring outlets such as
Western Union, selling debit-like cards on which immi-
grants can store cash and send money home through a
network of Mexican credit unions. 

“When you talk about saving more for the future and
putting money toward a 401(k) plan it’s a point that’s
moot to a lot of people,” said Louis Barajas, president of
Wealth & Business Planning in Los Angeles. “They’re
just barely surviving.” 
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sulting firm, as well as city staff, has been
in the works for years. It’s a result of the
Regional Water Quality Board’s recently-
passed regulations which require cities to
reduce pollution in Southern California’s
surface waters, including Santa Monica
Bay. 

The standards require that each com-
munity develop a plan which will create
measures that eliminate or mitigate
stormwater pollutants. The local plan will
address how those measures could be
financed.

And while Santa Monica is a leader in
sustainable practices and stormwater pol-
lution prevention, the new standards,
which begin in 2006, will require tens of
millions of dollars in capital improve-
ments.

“We are behind the curve in what we
need to do to meet the new standards,”
Perkins said. 

While the regulations vary for each
watershed, all of the standards — which
mostly address how much trash and other
pollutants can reach the region’s streams,
rivers and ocean — must be met by 2015,
officials said.

In 2006, Santa Monica and other cities
are required to reduce the amount of litter

going into the bay by 20 percent. By 2015,
100 percent of litter is supposed to be
diverted.

That’s going to require at least $95 mil-
lion for capital improvements, officials
estimate. The operations and maintenance
of those facilities would be paid for by the
increased parcel fee, Perkins said. 

But whether or not the public will sup-
port the funding remains to be seen.
That’s why the Santa Monica City
Council this week approved a $277,500
contract with Brown and Caldwell to
complete a draft of the plan, as well as
signing up Fairbank, Maslin, Maullin &
Associates and Conservation Strategy
Group to conduct the opinion survey. 

The cities of Santa Monica and
Calabasas will share the cost of the opin-
ion poll. (See related story).

“I think that’s what the polling is about,
to see how people feel about paying for
cleaning up pollutants in Santa Monica
Bay,” said Santa Monica City
Councilman Richard Bloom, who also is a
member of the Santa Monica Bay
Restoration Commission. “It’s important
to do some testing to determine if there is
sufficient support for it.”

And although the plan is not yet done,
most of the capital work would be com-
pleted in 10 years. That will include many

projects, including installing screens on
thousands of catch basins throughout the
city. Santa Monica already has hundreds
of screens in place at catch basins, located
curbside on many sidewalks, but there are
thousands more without screens.

More systems like the “continuous
deflection separator,” one of which is
located in a beach parking lot just south of

the pier, would be built under the plan.
The separator is a larger form of catch
basin that can collect such items as auto
mufflers, Perkins said.

And within a couple of years, all runoff
during dry weather months would be
diverted to sewer systems — not storm
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Shunning the sleigh

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press
Santa Claus leads a procession of runners, swimmers and walkers on the beach just south
of the Santa Monica Pier on Friday, prior to a news conference announcing details of the
inaugural Resolution Festival, which will be held on the pier on New Year’s Day. The event is
a day-long festival created to help individuals and families kick-start their 2006 resolutions
with a Soft Sand 5K, 10,000 Steps Walk, Polar Bear Swim and on-pier expo. For more photos,
go to fotobyfabian.com.

High standards set
for surface waters
BOND FOR BAY, from page 1

See BOND FOR BAY, page 13
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drain outfalls that lead directly to the
ocean. Santa Monica has outfalls at the
end of Pico Boulevard, Montana Avenue
and another one will be built at Wilshire
Boulevard. There also is one just south of
Will Rogers State Beach, which is in the
city of Los Angeles.

The operation and maintenance of the
systems already in place are paid for by a
$36 parcel fee, which generates about
$1.5 million annually, Perkins said. 

The installation of new systems are
mostly paid for by county, state and feder-
al grants. As an example, a diversion sys-
tem installed at the end of Ashland
Avenue is being paid for by Los Angeles
County. The Wilshire Boulevard diver-
sion also will be funded through grants.

“We are proposing a $75 per parcel fee
over the next 10 years to take care of
ongoing needs,” Perkins said, adding the
fee hasn’t been raised since it was estab-
lished 10 years ago.

He also said Santa Monica is one of
few cities that has created that type of rev-
enue source, and as communities grapple
with how to meet new state and federal
water quality standards, they’ll likely pass
similar utility fees.

“These communities are desperate,”
Perkins said. “There will be a lot of dis-
cussion on how to pay for it countywide ...
This is definitely a big regional issue.”

The possible bond facing Santa
Monicans will likely be on the November
2006 ballot and would be in place for 20
years. It would be similar to Proposition
O, a $500 million bond that was passed by
Los Angeles voters in 2004 and intended
for capital projects that will reduce
stormwater pollution within the city of
LA. 

“It was intended to be a good start and
they are already talking about another
funding source,” Perkins said.
“Proposition O demonstrates that people
are willing to spend money on clean water
and clean beaches.

“We are pretty optimistic that this will
be a broadly supported initiative (in Santa
Monica.)”
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question to voters, officials want to
gauge their interest.

“Calabasas officials have approached
Santa Monica with a proposal to poll
jointly to achieve economies of scale
while still providing each community
with results that are at an appropriate
level of confidence,” city staff wrote this
month in a memo to the Santa Monica
City Council. “Completion of the two-
city public opinion research effort envi-
sioned will provide the city councils of
each community with important infor-
mation about what new funding sources
local voters might be willing to support
to achieve water quality improvements.”

Hundreds of Santa Monica residents
will receive phone calls in January by
researchers asking them a series of
questions that pertain to their thoughts
on water pollution and their feelings of
whether or not they would support pay-
ing for prevention measures, said
Richard Maullin, president of Fairbank,
Maslin, Maullin & Associates, a local
public opinion research firm.

Residents will be selected by ran-
dom sampling, which is drawn from a
list of voters who have valid phone
numbers. The aggregate results are
then statistically analyzed and cross-
tabulated based on what each city
wants to know about the respondents. 

Because Santa Monica has about
50,000 voters, it’s up to the research
firms to get an accurate assessment of
how people feel based on a small per-
centage of people polled.

“It’s a question of how you make a
small sampling speak for a large uni-
verse,” Maullin said, adding a margin of
error is calculated into the final results. 

Maullin’s firm and Conservation
Strategy Group will meet with Santa
Monica officials to determine exactly what
they want to get out of the survey and then
tailor the questions to get precise answers.

One issue on the minds of local gov-
ernment officials is whether or not a $95
million bond proposal should be asked in
November of 2006 if the Santa Monica-
Malibu School District plans to put a mea-
sure on the ballot to pay for new facilities.

“Traditionally, we have deferred
ballot measures if the school district
was doing a measure because of voter
fatigue,” said Santa Monica Interim
City Manager Gordon Anderson.

File photo
Pollution litters the beach near the Pico/Kenter storm drain following a heavy rainfall.

Water under the bridge? 
Survey aims to find out
SURVEY, from page 1

High water
marks give
SM an edge
BOND FOR BAY, from page 11
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BY ARTHUR H. ROTSTEIN 
Associated Press Writer 

TUCSON, Ariz. — The Minuteman
Project was launched earlier this year
amid fears that racist extremists would
confront and possibly injure illegal immi-
grants crossing into Arizona. 

But there were no significant con-
frontations — no fights, and rarely any
excitement — when hundreds of people
traveled to the Arizona desert during April
to watch for border crossers and report
them to immigration agents. 

Since then the movement has taken
hold, with Minuteman-inspired organiza-
tions being launched in several states, and
even critics acknowledge that the partici-
pants are more than just a band of misfits,
bigots and extremists. 

Attention surrounding immigration
problems helped attract “a fairly broad
cross-section of middle Americans,” said
Mark Potok, director of the Southern
Poverty Law Center’s Intelligence
Project, which monitors hate groups.
“This is partly driven by politicians falling
all over each other over an issue that they
feel had some real resonance.” 

Potok said that, according to his
group’s research, “there are real strains of
racism and anti-Semitism in this move-
ment. 

“Nevertheless,” he said, “the move-
ment has attracted people who are not
Klansmen or neo-Nazis.” 

The Minuteman Project was the brain-
child of Jim Gilchrist, a retired accountant
from Orange County, Calif., and an
unsuccessful congressional candidate
there, who recruited participants through
the Internet. He tied his efforts to an exist-
ing group, Civil Homeland Defense,
which was already patrolling the Arizona-
Mexico border. 

The idea, according to project organiz-
ers, was partly to draw attention to prob-
lems on the Arizona-Mexico border, the
most porous stretch of the 2,000-mile
southern border. 

The group said about 900 people
showed up for the April monitoring pro-
ject. 

School teachers and retired veterans,
businessmen and former corporate execu-
tives, some of them armed, parked their
pickup trucks and even RVs along a dusty,
rutted border road near Naco, Ariz., sitting
in lawn chairs with binoculars to look for
anyone trying to slip illegally into the
country. 

Organizers said the volunteers’ calls
helped lead authorities to about 330 illegal
immigrants; critics say the group was lit-
tle more than a nuisance. 

In October, still more volunteers
repeated the exercise in other states on the
Mexican and Canadian borders. 

Chris Simcox, one of the movement’s
co-founders, said three dozen new chap-
ters had formed by mid-November, “with
another 100 waiting in the wings, for us to

come up with a national strategy.” 
“It has moved into politics on the local,

state and federal level, what we hope is in
every district in this country,” Simcox
said. “We mean business.” 

Organizing requests have come from
all 50 states, said Minuteman spokes-
woman Connie Hair. Some groups focus
on internal vigilance, such as an operation
that uses volunteers with cameras to doc-
ument people hiring illegal immigrants. 

Dan Stein, president of the Federation

for American Immigration Reform, which
advocates limits on immigration, said the
Minuteman Project reflects a visceral
reaction to the “national intrusion” by ille-
gal immigrants. 

“There’s a genuineness to this that has
won over the hearts and minds of the
American public,” Stein said. 

Celestino Fernandez, a sociologist at
the University of Arizona, said it is the lat-
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Minutemen have had more
than their 15 minutes of fame

See MINUTEMAN, page 15
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BY JOHN HEILPRIN 
Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON — Grappling with how
much access Americans should get to 84
million acres of the nation’s best scenery,
National Park Service Director Fran
Mainella draws flak from both sides in
Congress as she finds herself in a fight to
maintain her agency’s main mission. 

Mainella insists conservation is her pri-
ority when considering what’s best for the
58 national parks and 330 monuments,
preserves and other areas she has overseen
for the past five years. Earlier this year,
she proposed revising the Park Service’s
management policies, its official manual
guiding the day-to-day work that was last
revised in 2001 and 1988. 

“The policies are not tilting toward
more commercialization,” she insisted
during an interview with The Associated
Press in her office this week, defending
the proposed guidelines the Bush adminis-
tration says will give people more access.
“You cannot have outdoor recreation, or
have an enjoyable experience, if the
resource is not healthy.” 

Mainella also foresaw inevitable tech-
nological changes afoot in the parks with
each successive generation. She believes
Segway scooters could be allowed in a
few national parks, for example, and more
cell phone towers could be erected with-
out too much trouble, as long as they are
bundled whenever possible with buildings
or other manmade structures. 

But even supporters of greater access to
public lands say preservation might suffer. 

“Success should not be determined
exclusively by whether our resources look
the way they did when the Pilgrims land-
ed,” said Rep. Steve Pearce, R-N.M., who
heads a House Resources parks subcom-
mittee. “To allow public use and recre-
ation means literally that parks cannot be
preserved in a snapshot. ... For 40 years,
the preservationists have really infiltrated
the national park system.” 

The National Parks Conservation
Association, however, said the manage-
ment changes would weaken protections
for park air quality and wilderness, and
could lead to more Jet Skis, snowmobiles,
off-road vehicles and commercial activi-

ties. 
At a hearing by Pearce’s subcommittee

this week, Rep. Tom Udall, D-N.M., said
he, too, was “gravely concerned” about
the proposal. “The current changes seem
unnecessary,” he said. 

Caught between critics of her revisions
to management policies, Mainella is also
having to fend off critics like Pearce, who
has begun examining whether to tilt the
1916 law that created the agency’s mis-
sion more toward access and away from
preservation. 

The law says the Park Service must
always work “to conserve the scenery and
the natural and historic objects and the
wild life therein and to provide for the
enjoyment of the same in such manner
and by such means as will leave them
unimpaired for the enjoyment of future
generations.” 

Mainella said the law’s inherent jug-
gling act between use and care for the
nation’s prized getaways — a dynamic
tension that parks managers adapt to areas
as diverse as Alaska’s wilderness and the
East’s car-laden parkways — must always
put conservation first. 

“It’s sort of like the Constitution for
us,” Mainella said of the “Organic Act”
that President Wilson signed during
World War I. “It’s served us well for 90
years. We are not looking for any changes
to it. ... When there’s a conflict, conserva-
tion has to be predominant.” 

Mainella also faces criticism from
Republican senators, including Craig
Thomas of Wyoming and Lamar
Alexander of Tennessee, who harshly crit-
icized her management plan in November.
She agreed to extend the public comment
period on it until February. 

Those senators said the Park Service’s
proposed guidance to supervisors would
raise the odds of more cell phone towers,
air pollution and noise in the national
parks. Senate Democrats Jeff Bingaman
of New Mexico and Ken Salazar of
Colorado said they oppose allowing more
parks to recognize businesses and private
donors with logos and plaques. 

Mainella’s bigger concern, though, is
critics like Pearce, who questioned the
purpose of the “nonimpairment standard”
for managing parks. 
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National Park head
keeps nature in mind

est iteration of this country’s history of
reaction and resistance to waves of immi-
gration — first to an influx of Chinese
immigrants and later to people from
southern and eastern Europe. 

“They’re reasonable people, yes,
they’re good people, but they’re also
reacting against demographic changes,
just like every prior generation has react-
ed against demographic changes of people
whom they perceive as different,” he said. 

The Minutemen see Latinos every-
where — “more in their states, whether
it’s the South or the Midwest or East or
New York City,” Fernandez said. “There
are more Mexicans in the country. They
keep reading about the border and it’s like
a sieve — people coming across, and

aren’t they going to control it, and the
government’s not doing anything.” 

Tim Donnelly of Twin Peaks, Calif., who
spent five nights on watch along the Arizona
border in early April and now heads the
California chapter of the Minuteman Civil
Defense Corps, said that support for the
Minuteman organizations is growing among
political groups, citing in particular
Republican women’s organizations. 

“They’re so angry at the president and
his shenanigans (in endorsing a guest-
worker program) that they’re celebrating
people like myself and Chris Simcox and
Jim Gilchrist,” Donnelly said. “They see
our movement as perhaps their only and
last bastion of hope.” 

“Illegal immigration doesn’t cause
every problem,” Donnelly added, “but it
exacerbates many other issues.” 

Political groups taking
an interest in Minutemen
MINUTEMAN, from page 14



BY LIZ SIDOTI 
Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON — Congress is expected to act quickly
on two stalled defense bills — including a $453 billion
must-pass wartime spending measure — now that
President Bush has agreed to a proposal to ban cruel,
inhuman and degrading treatment of terrorism detainees
in U.S. custody. 

In a reversal, the president bowed to pressure from the
GOP-controlled Congress and accepted the proposal put
forth by Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., on handling foreign
terrorism suspects and limiting interrogation tactics used
by American troops. 

Bush’s endorsement Thursday came after months of
opposition that included White House veto threats of any
bill that contained the McCain provisions. 

The proposal by McCain, a former Navy pilot who
spent 5 1/2 years as a prisoner of war in Vietnam, has
held up completion of two defense bills. Senate versions
of the measure included the language, but the House bills
did not. 

Congress is likely to finish both defense bills as soon
as this weekend. Lawmakers are expected to sign off on
the McCain proposal in at least one of the bills — most
likely in the spending measure that also provides $50 bil-

lion for the Iraq war — before adjourning in a few days. 
With the end of the year looming, congressional nego-

tiations to iron out the differences intensified this week,
as did efforts between the White House and McCain to
reach an agreement that would satisfy administration
concerns. 

A breakthrough was reached when McCain agreed to
add language allowing civilian interrogators the same
legal protections as those afforded to military interroga-
tors — an offer he extended after rebuffing Bush admin-
istration efforts that early on sought an exemption for
CIA interrogators and later sought some immunity from
prosecution for those who are accused of violating the
standards. 

Already facing criticism of its detainee policies from
abroad, the White House was dealt another blow
Wednesday when the House voted to endorse McCain’s
proposal, which the Senate overwhelmingly approved
months ago. As a result, both GOP-controlled chambers
were on record backing McCain by veto-proof majorities,
putting pressure on the White House to reach an agreement. 

After months of negotiations, McCain declared “a
done deal” that he said shows that the United States
“upholds values and standards of behavior and treatment
of all people, no matter how evil or bad they are.” 

“We’ve sent a message to the world that the United
States is not like the terrorists,” McCain said while
appearing alongside the president in the Oval Office to
announce the agreement. 

The president said the ban and accompanying interro-
gation standards will “make it clear to the world that this
government does not torture and that we adhere to the
international convention of torture, whether it be here at
home or abroad.” 

McCain’s proposal pitted the president against mem-
bers of his own party and threatened to further tarnish a
U.S. image already soiled by the abuses at Iraq’s Abu
Ghraib prison. 

The legislation would prohibit “cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment” of anyone in U.S.
government custody, regardless of where they are held. It

also would require that service members follow proce-
dures in the Army Field Manual during interrogations of
prisoners. 

Added was a provision modeled after the Uniform
Code of Military Justice, which says military personnel
accused of violating interrogation rules can defend them-
selves if a reasonable person could have concluded they
were following a lawful order. Those rights — and the
right to legal counsel — would be extended to CIA inter-
rogators under the agreement. 

Also added, officials said, was a statement explicitly
rejecting immunity for those who violate the standards. 

The agreement came as the president finds himself
defending his wartime policies daily amid declining pub-
lic support for the Iraq war and his own low standing in
opinion polls. The United States also is feeling pressure
and facing questions from its European allies over its
treatment of detainees held abroad. 

The Bush administration had long said a ban on cruel,
inhuman and degrading practices did not legally apply to
suspects held overseas. During a trip to Europe last week,
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice was pressed repeat-
edly on the topic, finally saying that “as a matter of U.S.
policy,” such treatment was banned for U.S. personnel
wherever they are. 

The agreement reached Thursday would put the prohi-
bition into law. 

The White House initially threatened to veto legisla-
tion containing the McCain proposal and sought to kill it
altogether, arguing that the ban and interrogation limits
could tie the president’s hands during wartime. The
administration later switched gears and Vice President
Dick Cheney made a rare personal appeal to all GOP sen-
ators for a CIA exemption. Later, the administration
sought some protection from prosecution for accused
interrogators. 

McCain said there were “legitimate concerns raised by
the administration concerning the rights of interrogators,”
leading to the additional language. 

Bush said the agreement ensures “protections for those
who are the front line of fighting the terrorists.” 
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Defense bills are finally moving forward



BY JESSE J. HOLLAND 
Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON — Several Patriot Act
provisions that the Bush administration
says are crucial in the fight to stop terror-
ism on U.S. soil may only be around for
another couple of weeks. 

A coalition of Senate Democrats and
libertarian-leaning Republicans is threat-
ening to filibuster a congressional agree-
ment to renew 16 key portions of the USA
Patriot Act before they expire Dec. 31. 

A showdown vote was scheduled
Friday, with the White House and its con-
gressional allies rejecting suggestions for
a short-term extension of the current law
as is. White House allies said they would
prefer to let the 16 temporary provisions
expire completely rather than give critics
more time to add additional restrictions on
the FBI’s ability to comb through
Americans’ computer files and bank and
library records. 

Making most of the Act’s provisions
permanent is a priority for both the Bush
administration and Republican leaders on
Capitol Hill before Congress adjourns for
the year. 

The House on Wednesday passed a
House-Senate compromise bill to renew

the Act that supporters say added signifi-
cant safeguards to the law. These support-
ers predict doom and gloom if the Patriot
Act’s critics win and the provisions
expire. 

The failure to renew the provisions
would be “interpreted by our enemies as
somehow inviting or even enabling fur-
ther terrorist attacks on U.S. soil,” Sen.
Orrin Hatch, R-Utah, said. 

But the critics, who include senators
like Democrat Russ Feingold of
Wisconsin and Republican Larry Craig of
Idaho, say they don’t want the Patriot Act
to expire — they just want enough time to
improve the bill to the point where it does-
n’t infringe on American liberties. 

“Continued good-faith negotiation will
result in solving the problems in a way
that will be acceptable to a vast majority
of this body and will not in any way
diminish the ability of our law enforce-
ment and intelligence organizations to do
their job,” said Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-
Calif., one of the original Democratic
sponsors of the Patriot Act. 

Congress passed the Patriot Act over-
whelmingly after the Sept. 11, 2001, ter-
rorist attacks. The law expanded the gov-
ernment’s surveillance and prosecutorial
powers against suspected terrorists, their

associates and financiers. 
The bill’s supporters, who include

Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist, R-
Tenn., and Senate Judiciary Committee
Chairman Arlen Specter, R-Pa., must get
60 votes to overcome the critics’ filibuster
threat. Bush, Attorney General Alberto
Gonzales and Republican congressional
leaders have been lobbying hard this week
to secure those votes and avoid a fili-
buster. 

A filibuster would be “a bad decision
for the security of the United States,” the
president said Thursday. “I call upon the
Senate to end the filibuster and to pass this
important legislation so that we have the
tools necessary to defend the country in a
time of war.” 

Moments later, the senior Democrat on
the issue, Sen. Patrick Leahy, D-Vt., told

reporters that more than 40 votes exist to
sustain a filibuster in a test vote Friday. 

The bill’s opponents say the original
act was rushed into law, and Congress
should take more time now to make sure
the rights of innocent Americans are safe-
guarded before making most of the expir-
ing provisions permanent. 

They says the current Patriot Act gives
government too much power to investi-
gate people’s private lives. 

“Folks, when we’re dealing with civil
liberties, you don’t compromise them,”
said Craig, a board member of the
National Rifle Association. 

Chief among the critics’ concerns are
the National Security Letters that the FBI
can use to compel the release of such pri-
vate records as financial, computer and
library transactions. The bill for the first
time explicitly says the third-party recipi-
ents of NSLs — banks, Internet service
providers and libraries — may hire
lawyers and challenge the letters in court. 

Feingold and his allies want more
reports from the Justice Department on
how the letters and other tools are used in
terror investigations. They also want to set
limits on how long law enforcement offi-
cials may continue to use NSLs in terror
investigations. 
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BY PATRICK QUINN 
Associated Press Writer 

BAGHDAD, Iraq — Iraqi authorities tal-
lied millions of ballots Friday and
received some complaints about the con-
duct of the parliamentary election, includ-
ing allegations of “violent interference”
with voters. The election commission said
none of the complaints involved fraud. 

Officials said it could take at least two
weeks until final results are announced for
the new, four-year parliament because all
the complaints have to be investigated.
Preliminary results might be available in
less than a week, they said. 

Although violence was low on election
day, the U.S. Marines said a mortar attack
Friday killed an Iraqi soldier and four
children playing soccer in a schoolyard
that was a polling station in the western
Euphrates River valley town of Parwana.
Two children were injured. 

The election commission did not pro-
vide any figures on how many of Iraq’s 15
million voters cast ballots Thursday, but
officials estimated turnout could have
been as high as 70 percent. 

Another 320,000 Iraqi expatriates
voted abroad, a top Iraqi election official
said Friday. The overseas polls were
praised by monitors despite several viola-
tions being reported. 

Hamida al-Hussaini, head of the
Independent Electoral Commission of
Iraq, told reporters in Amman, Jordan,
that the highest polling was in Iran, where
59,000 people voted from Tuesday
through Thursday. 

Jordanian authorities arrested 34 Iraqis
for trying to vote twice. 

The commission said it had received
178 election complaints so far, and
spokesman Ezzeddin al-Mohamady said
35 of them charged “violent interference”
from the police, army or election workers. 

He said most of the rest, 101, were
related to campaigning violations such as
using religious symbols in campaign ads. 

“Until now, we have not received any
complaints about fraud,” al-Mohamady said. 

Western officials in Baghdad said they
had heard reports of numerous voting
irregularities in the north and south, most
of them dealing with intimidation of voters.

Al-Mohamady confirmed that “there
have been some violations in Kirkuk,” a
northern city claimed by Arabs, Kurds and
Turkomen. 

“There were shortages (of ballots) in
some stations. Some voters rolls, maybe,
were missing some names. This did not
only happen in the Arab area, but in dif-
ferent parts of Kirkuk. This has been fixed
and the shortages were taken care of,” he
said. “There were some attacks on some
observers who were at some stations.” 

In Mosul, capital of the predominantly
Sunni Arab province of Nineveh, an offi-
cial with the Sunni Arab Iraqi Islamic
Party charged that Kurdish soldiers voted
twice in at least one location. Honayn al-
Qado also said there were many names
missing from voters rolls. 

A Mosul official with President Jalal
Talabani’s Kurdish Democratic Party
claimed Sunni Arabs tried to pressure
people to vote for their alliance. Abdel
Ghani Botani also alleged that thousands
of Kurds were missing from voters rolls. 

The head of Iraq’s largest Sunni Arab
slate, the Iraqi Accordance Front, predict-

ed the governing Shiite United Iraqi
Alliance would not retain its slim parlia-
mentary majority. Adnan al-Dulaimi said
his group, the Kurdish Alliance and for-
mer Prime Minister Ayad Allawi’s secular
ticket would gain strength and might be
able to form a governing coalition. 

With Shiite Arabs making up 60 per-
cent of Iraq’s 27 million people, the Shiite
alliance is expected to win the largest bloc
in the 275-member parliament and have the
first crack at trying to form a government. 

“We believe that these elections will
lead to forming a balanced government of
all parts of the Iraqi people and it will not
be controlled by a specific group and this
will lead to solving the problems,” al-
Dulaimi told The Associated Press. 

The coalition of religious Shiite parties
that dominates the current government
will almost certainly need to compromise
with rival factions, with widely differing
views, to form a government. 

Jawad al-Maliki, a legislator and senior
member of Prime Minister Ibrahim al-
Jaafari’s Dawa Party, which is a part of
the Shiite alliance, said there was “no
doubt that initial results show that we will
be the strong bloc.” 

He added that a governing coalition
would probably be required. 

“The Kurds will be close and maybe
the Sunni brothers might join,” he said. 

Opposition to the American military
presence runs deeper among Sunni Arabs,
a minority that enjoyed a privileged posi-
tion under Saddam Hussein and that pro-
vides the backbone for the insurgency. 

But Sunni Arabs voted in large num-
bers Thursday, after boycotting the land-
mark Jan. 30 election for an interim legis-

lature to protest the U.S.-led presence. 
A prominent militant group said Friday

the reason it did not attack polling stations
was to avoid harming Sunni Arab voters. 

“We knew Sunni (Arabs) would partic-
ipate in this game (because) most were
forced to through the oppression, torture
and destruction and suffering they receive
from the slaves of the Cross (the
Americans) and the Shiites,” the Islamic
Army in Iraq said in a statement posted on
an Islamic Web site. 

The statement could not be immediate-
ly verified. 

The strong participation by Sunnis bol-
stered U.S. hopes that the latest election will
produce a broad-based government capable
of ending the daily violence that has rav-
aged the country since Saddam’s ouster. 

The top U.S. military commander in
Iraq said he will make recommendations
in the next few weeks about additional
troop withdrawals, and he expects troop
levels to drop back to the past average of
138,000 by February. 

Gen. George Casey told Pentagon
reporters in a videoconference that Iraq’s
military should be able to largely take the
lead in the country’s defense by next fall.
Iraqi police forces, though, may not be
ready until 2007. 

Al-Dulaimi said Sunni Arab participa-
tion in the election could have been even
higher if there were more polling centers
in key Sunni areas. 

An election commission spokesman,
Farid Ayar, said officials opened only 167
of the planned 207 voting stations in
Anbar province because of security con-
cerns. Anbar includes Ramadi and
Fallujah. 
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LAcarGUY is seeking
AUTO SALES
REPRESENTATIVES
for our Santa Monica Locations

Potential to earn $70,000+ a year.
401K and health benefits, paid vacations.
Must have own transportation.

Fax resumes to
310-453-6089
Or e-mail to
jobs@LAcarGUY.com

           Seniors — Affordable Housing 
             2 OPTIONS 

1) Free Pre-Inteviewed Housemate Matching Service for
           Seniors and Midage/Younger People interested
           in living with seniors

• Need additional income?
• Want some camaraderie?  Feel safer having a housemate?

2) Live in a BEAUTIFUL independent unit in the
          Beverly/Fairfax, West Hollywood or
          Santa Monica area starting at $400/month

             (323) 650-7988  M-F  9-5

              Alternative Living for the Aging
             A Non Profit Agency for 26 Years

Employment
ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT/RECEPTIONIST for SM
CPA firm. 40 hrs/ week. Good people
skills. Word/Excel. 45 wpm. Good
work enviroment. Fax resume to
(310) 576-1080

Newspapers - Magazines

Classified  &  Display: Real Estate, 

Ethnic, Entertainment, Military, 

Business, Finance... 

Well established Co.

50+ years in L.A. 

www.theglobalmediagroup.

com/jobinfo.htm

ADVERTISING SALES  � � � �

Seeking: Self-Motivated, 

Energetic, Experienced 

Professionals.

• High Commissions Paid Weekly

Leads Furnished

• 

• 

Call: Paul 213-251-9100, Ex-25 

and /or Please visit:  

Employment

ADVERTISING SALES
Work with clients to figure out

their message, package it
cleverly, get results. Must be
persistent and willing to make

the calls, knock on doors,
network fiercely. One third
selling, one third PR and

Marketing, one third keeping
yourself organized. This can
be fun for the right person,

misery for the wrong person.
Front loaded commission

program enables you to start
making money right away, if

you have what it takes. Great
long term potential for the
right personality. Energetic

office full of resources to help
you grow as a professional.
Must be a self starter, high

energy and computer literate.
Send resume and cover letter

to ross@smdp.com

Employment
BOOKKEEPER-- SMALL FAMILY law
firm located in Santa Monica is
looking for a bookkeeper (20-25
hours per week).  Duties include
client billing, receivables, payables,
and Quickbooks. Knowledge of
Tussman billing system a plus.
Please fax resume to Stefanie Hall,
Polin & Hall, at (310) 449-0014.

CITY BAKERY of California is hiring
counter servers, bussers, line
cooks, bakers, and dishwashers.
Fax resume or apply in  person
(310) 656-3050, The Brentwood
Country Mart,  225 26th St., Corner
of San Vincente.

COOPPORTUNITY- NATURAL Grocer-
Membership Asst- 32hrs. Eves/
wknds. Apply at 1525 Broadway.

COUNTER HELP needed. Cafe near
3rd  Street Promenade on Broadway.
Must be experienced. Apply
afternoons in person. 215 Broadway,
SM. (310) 396-9898.

FEMALE REAL estate broker needs
personal assistant ASAP. agent
lic/female preferred. P/T
$184/week+commission. (310) 820-
6059
FIT FEMALE MODEL WANTED FOR
FIGURE DRAWING BY ARTIST. No
experience necessary call. (818) 501-
0266
FRONT PERSON, Bartender, Kitchen
Helper & Dishwasher.

BENIHANA
(310) 260-1423

1447 4th St., Santa Monica, 

HOTEL OCEANA SANTA MONICA –
Seeks experienced front of the house
staff.  Open positions:  Front Desk,
Bellman, Concierge, Night Audit.
Apply in Person M-F 2-4pm 849
Ocean Ave

SANTA MONICA - Est. 1960, one of
nation's largest precious metals/coin
co. seeks sales pros. Top Reps earn
$60k-$400k+ full benefits. No cold
calling, no license req, paid training.
Goldline.com, (310) 319-0313.

SALES
SALES of cruise and tour packages.
Paid training, flex 30 hrs/ week. Base
+ comm. No cold calls. Near LAX
(310) 649-7171.

Nurses RN/LVN home health visits,
SM/WLA. Great office/pay. P/T-F/T,
(310) 793-1616.

PHYSICAL THERAPY aid on UCLA
campus. Fax resume to (310) 698-
5414.

Employment
INSURANCE

Large Regional Broker in 
Santa Monica

TECHNICAL ASSISTANT
(PART-TIME 20 to 25 hrs per week)
Resp for clerical support for a dept of
three. Must have a positive attitude
and work well in a team environment.
Excellent verbal and written skills.
Computer proficient. Min 1 yrs ins or
customer services exp. $13 to $15
per hr.

Check out our web site at
www.sanderkessler.com

Please fax resume to:  Gail at 
310-309-2588
Or E-mail to

gail@sanderkessler.com
EOE M/F/H/V

MARKET ON Main St. Stock person,
cashier, and juice bar person needed
part-time. Tony (310) 392-4501.

For Sale
SPA/HOT TUB 2005 Model. Neck Jets.
Therapy seat. Warranty. Never used.
Can deliver. Worth $5750, sell for
$1750 (310) 479-3054

Vehicles for sale
‘01 ES300 $18,988
Leather, Moonroof,

ChromeWhls
(280188)  

(800) 579-6047
TOYOTA SANTA MONICA

‘01 RAV4 $14,988
Cert, 42Kmi, PwrPkg

(024808)  
(800) 579-6047

TOYOTA SANTA MONICA
‘02 4RUNNER $15,988

SRS, Cert, White
(227662)  

(800) 579-6047
TOYOTA SANTA MONICA
‘02 CAMRY LE $13,988

CERT, Power Pkg
(053848)  

(800) 579-6047
TOYOTA SANTA MONICA
‘96 CAMRY LE $6,988

Auto, P-Pkg, Stereo
(825699) 

(800) 579-6047
TOYOTA SANTA MONICA
‘97 JETTA Only $5,988
5 Spd, Black, Nice Cond.

(048951)  
(800) 579-6047

TOYOTA SANTA MONICA
HONDA CIVIC '89 $1300. Great
condition. All power. 192k miles. A/C,
stick shift. (646) 924-6421

Vehicles for sale

AS ALWAYS
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CALL NOW TOLL-FREE

866-VW-DEALS
2440 SANTA MONICA BLVD .
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NEW 2006

On Tier 1 approved credit. 10K miles/yr. 12¢ excess.
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PAYMENT

1ST 
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SECURITY 
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ON APPROVED CREDIT. 10K mi. per year. 12¢ per mile 
excess. (VIN 165579, 165587)

LEASE
FOR  $299PER MO

LEASE
FOR  $249PER MO

+ tax

5 AT THIS PAYMENT

& 7¢ + tax

2 AT THIS PAYMENT

On approved credit. $5,000 + tax, tag & doc fee total due 
at signing. $0 security deposit. 10K miles/yr. 25¢ per mile 

excess. (vin000677)

LEASE
FOR  $799

000
NEW
JETT

A

NEW
PASSAT

DOWN 
PAYMENT

1ST 
PAYMENT

SECURITY 
DEPOSIT

000

PER MO
+ tax

NEW
PHAETON

WE WANT YOUR BUSINESS WE WILL 
 EARN IT… SO BRING ANY COMPETITIONS AD 

WITH YOU TO COMPARE!

THIS WEEKS PRE-OWNED SPECIAL
‘ 05  PASSAT BRASS HAT
GLX LOADED! LOW MILES (Vin174162)                            $24,333
’02 JETTA GLS Lo Miles
Blue Pearl, Auto, Loaded (Vin 174162)                               $16,533
 ’02 CABRIO GLS
Black/Beige, Auto, Lo Mi, CD (Vin802394)                            $16,777
 ’0 PASSAT GLS WAGON
Super Lo Miles, Gorgeous (Vin232120)                              $21,777
 ’02 GOLF GLS
35+ MPG, Certified, Lo Miles 4DR (Vin047202)                 $13,997
’04 BEETLE GLS CONV.
CERT. SILVER/BLACK/Under 8K Miles (Vin333895)            $20,997
 ’04 PASSAT GLS 1.8T
Lo Miles, Silver/Black/Cert/Mint (Vin058841)                   $18,997
’02 BEETLE (2 @ THIS PRICE)
LTHR, SNRF (Vin451199/4016881)                                  $16,333
’04 PASSAT GLS 1.8T Lo Miles
Silver/Black-Leather Certified, Mint Cond. (Vin058841) $18,997
’04 JETTA WAGON Lo Miles
Like New! Manager's Special (Vin043711)           $15,997
’01 JETTA GLS Loaded!
Super Lo Miles. Must See! (Vin194471)                            $14,577

Only 
39 Months

YOU PAY ONLY TAX, TAG & DOC FEE AT SIGNING

Only 
39 Months

YOU PAY ONLY TAX, TAG & DOC FEE AT SIGNING

Sale ends 12/18/05 close of business. All vehicles exclude government 
fees and taxes, any finance charges, $45 dealer document preparation 

charge, and any emission testing charge. On approved credit.

✔ BENTLEY CHASSIS
✔ VOLKSWAGEN TECHNOLOGY
MANAGER’S SPECIAL THIS WEEKEND

Only 
39 Months

NEW 2006

NEW 2006

1 AT THIS PAYMENT

HOLIDAY TIME SPECIALS

AUTO TRANS!

AUTO TRANS!

Vehicles for sale

GRAND
OPENING
CELEBRATION
SAT. 12-17-05
NOON-6:30PM

FREE
GIVEAWAYS
FREE FOOD
INDIE 103.1
LIVE 2-5PM

THE NEW

1100 Santa Monica Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA 90404

866-925-3333

Instruction
DIEGO FENTON GUITAR INSTRUCTION
Rock, Blues, Jazz Fusion
Bachelors Degree Musicians Institute
(310) 403-8954.

For Rent
2 BEDROOM + 2 Bath, gated building
with a subterranean parking, AC,
newer building with courtyard area,
quiet neighborhood. Laundry rm., 1
year lease, no pets. $1595.
(310) 396-4443 x 2002 ellynesis.com

349 5TH Ave. Quaint bungalow in
garden setting. Very private and quiet.
1 year lease. No pets. $1700.
(310) 396-4443 x 2002 ellynesis.com
BEAUTIFUL 2 bedroom apartment
close to Beach and Venice
commercial centers. Very spacious
unit with lots of light. 1 year lease. No
pets or smokers. $1800. (310) 396-
4443 x 2002 ellynesis.com

CHARMING SINGLE, Full Kitchen. 1
block from beach on quiet walk street,
Craftsman Building. 1 year lease, no
pets. $950. (310) 396-4443 x2002.
ellynesis.com
CHARMING VENICE Beach craftsman
style complex in a quaint and quiet
area. 3 blocks from the beach. 1 year
lease. No pets. $1450. Call (310) 396-
4443 x 2002. ellynesis.com

BEST
RENTALS

ELLY NESIS CO. INC
(310) 396-4443

ellynesis.com

MDR ADJACENT. Single, fireplace,
new gated building with gated
parking, courtyard area, quiet
neighborhood. Laundry rm. 1 year
lease, no pets. $995. (310) 396-4443
x 2002 ellynesis.com

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee 
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Company. 
2111 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica, CA
90403.

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737
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For Rent

RENTALS AVAILABLE
NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA MONICA

1047 19th St., $1100
Lower single, fridge & stove,
Updated – new fixtures, new

Pergo floors

943 6th St. $1350
Lower 1 bed, new carpet,
Fridge & stove, fresh paint

918 11th St. $1795
Upper 2 bed, 1 3/4 baths, high

Ceilings, balcony, parking

VENICE/WLA/PALMS

1721 Westgate, WLA, $1450
Lower 2 bed, 2 bath, remod-
eled: New carpet, linoleum,

stove & blinds

21 S. Venice Blvd, $1475 & $1550
Lower & upper 1 bed, steps
to beach, gas stove, parking

11856 Rochester, WLA, $1595
Upper 2 bed, 2 bath, new

Granite counters, new berber
carpet

3632 Greenfield, Palms, $1450
Lower 2 bed, hardwood

floors, New kitchen & bath
linoleum

1518 Centinela, WLA, $2200
Townhouse style, 2 bed, 2

1/2 bath, Pergo floors, wash-
er & dryer, dishwasher

SALES • RENTALS 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

ROQUE &

MARK Co.

2802 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-828-7525

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO TO
WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310) 869-7901

1214 Idaho Unit 1
2+1 w/ patio $2095
1214 Idaho Unit 7

2+1.5 townhouse $2325
1835 7th 1+1 $1295

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE
FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS AT:
www.howardmanagement.com

MAR VISTA 11924 Courtleigh Dr #5.
1+1 $925/mo. Stove, fridge, carpet,
laundry, blinds, utilities included,
parking, no pets. (310) 737-7933
jkwproperties.com

For Rent
ONE LARGE bedroom 12x15, den
12x6, full bath, hardwood floors,
independent entry. $900. (310) 828-
6931
PALMS/BEVERLYWOOD ADJ. $995.00.
1bdrm/1bath. 2009 Pruess Rd., #4
Open for viewing: 9am-6pm
ROOM IN a house with a shared
bathroom @ 52 Dudley Ave. All utilities
included. Lots of charm. Has private
balcony. 1 block from beach. 1 year
lease, No pets. No smoking. $745
(310) 396-4443 x2002 ellynesis.com

SANTA MONICA $1,100.00/mo.
1bdrm/1bath.  CHARMING Hardwood
Floors, Upper, refrigerator, laundry,
close to SMC. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1213.25/mo
1bdrm/1ba cottage new carpet/
linoleum,  courtyard, laundry,
refrigerator, mini blinds (310) 395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1295/mo 1bdrm/1ba
duplex with garden patio, hardwood
floors, close to beach! (310) 395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1325/mo
2bedrooms/1bath bright apartment.
No pets, Carpet Floors, Upper Corner,
Parking. (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1500/mo
2bedrooms/1bath, New Carpets,
laundry, stove, washer/dryer hookups,
new vinyl flooring. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1500/mo
2bedrooms/1bath, carpet/tile ,
freestanding, parking, quiet
neighborhood, courtyard, ceiling fans,
( 3 1 0 ) 3 9 5 - R E N T
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1695/mo
2bedrooms/1.75Bath, Cat ok,
Hardwood/ Carpet Floors, Lower
Corner, Parking, laundry. (310) 395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $2300/mo
3bedrooms/1.5Bath, upper, garage
parking, laundry, refrigerator, crown
molding, private deck. (310) 395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com

Santa Monica $750/mo.
Bachelor/1Bath, pet ok, hardwood
floors, laundry, refrigerator, yard,
microwave. (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com

SUNNY LARGE 2bdrm, 1bath w/2
balconies and unbelievable ocean
views! 1/2 block to beach with 1 car
garage parking. 1 year lease, no pets.
No smoking. $2250 (310) 396-4443
x2002 ellynesis.com

SANTA MONICA 1244 11th St., #H.
2+1.5 large lower. Stove, carpets,
blinds, laundry, parking, no pets.
$1575, $300 off move-in. (310) 393-
6322 jkwproperties.com

For Rent
Santa Monica $850/mo Studio/1Bath,
new carpets, quiet neighborhood,
refrigerator, parking, small full kitchen
( 3 1 0 ) 3 9 5 - R E N T
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA 1+1, 1833 16th St,
Unit 8. $875/mo $300 off move-in.
Stove, fridge, carpet, blinds, no pets.
(310) 578-7512 jkwproperties.com

SENIORS- AFFORDABLE HOUSING
Live in a BEAUTIFUL

apt/ suite in Beverly/ Fairfax or
Santa Monica: $400-$560/month

(323) 650-7988

STORAGE SPACE located just off North
Venice Blvd. Highly desirable location.
$150 (310) 396-4443 x2002
ellynesis.com
STORAGE SPACE located just off North
Venice Blvd. Highly desirable location.
$250 (310) 396-4443 x2002
ellynesis.com
Sunny studio. 1 block from the beach.
Hardwood floors and full kitchens.
Clean, controlled access building. 1
year lease, no pets, no smoking.
$975. (310) 396-4443 x 2002
ellynesis.com

VERY LARGE 2bdrm/2bath in Venice.
Lots of closets, laundry on premises.
Small friendly building. Off street
parking. $1850/mo (310) 399-1476,
(310) 476-2724
WESTCHESTER 6707 W 86th Pl. Unit
E. 2bdrm/1bath. stove. microwave,
dishwasher, carpet, blinds, laundry,
gated parking, no pets. $1375.
(310) 578-7512 jkwproperties.com

WLA: 2BDRM/1BATH. $1600/mo.
Great location, new carpet, tile, clean,
quiet, parking, patio. Brenda
(310) 991-2694.

Condos for Sale
2BDRM/1BATH CONDO in SM. Newly
remodeled kitchen and bathroom.
Hardwood floors. $485k. (310) 644-
9100.

Commercial Lease
AVAILABLE MONTH to Month until
5/31/06. Great office space located
1 block from beach and 1/2 block
from Windward Avenue. All utilities
included. Approx 365 sq.ft. 1 room
with common area bathroom,
concrete floors, exposed beamed
ceilings. (310) 396-4443 x2002, 
ellynesis.com

SANTA MONICA 1452 2nd Street. Very
charming building, small offices.
Between $700/mo & $1200/mo.
Includes utilities & cleaning.
(310) 614-6462
MAR VISTA, 12240 Venice Blvd.
Modern security building, 5 small
offices. 120- 962 sq ft. from $325-
$1635.  (310) 390-7487

Commercial Lease

1610 BROADWAY
1,000-5,000 SQ FT

Ground Floor
Creative Space

20 FT+ Ceilings
Available Now

Sid Friedman
310-526-0310

1617 BROADWAY
Individual Private

Offices with Windows 

New building. 
All services included.

Reception telephone answering. 

High speed T-1 Internet. 

Full use of conference rooms,

copier, printer, faxes...etc.

Parking. Flexible lease terms.

310-526-0310

PRIME INGLEWOOD

7,000 SQ. FT.
RETAIL/WAREHOUSE
$1.00 PER SQ. FT.

307 CENTINELA
HIGH CEILING
CLOSE TO LAX

(310) 995-5136

INCREDIBLE CAMPUS Entire Property
inc. office, garden and parking areas!
Historical 1919 Craftsman house
which was torn down in 2005 and
rebuilt from the foundation up.
Everything is first class and authentic.
The space has wood ceilings, brand
new antique style moldings, windows,
electrical, plumbing, ethernet,
communication, DVR with cameras,
gated parking, storage basement,
central AC & Heat, incredible gardens,
60+’ of Lincoln frontage, lots of street
parking on San Miguel. 853 Lincoln
Bl. $6,500 NNN (310) 396-
4443 x2006.

SM OFFICE- Main St. 1581sqft-
15268sqft. Creative space $3.15-
$3.50 FSG. Parking available. Agent
(310) 428-4086
SM. OFFICE or Gym, 2422 Wilshire
Blvd. 1000sf, $1800mo, free parking.
PAR Commercial (310) 395-
2663 x101
SMALL OFFICE suites available for
lease in WLA. 400-575 sqft, $1.95 per
sqft. Call (310) 826-5505.

Real Estate

FIXER UPPPERS
Bargains

Call for a free list
Free recorded message.
1-800-969-8257 ID #4748

Real Estate

NO MONEY DOWN
Free computerized list of
properties available with no
down payment.
Free recorded message.
1-800-969-8257 ID #4743

PAC
WEST
MORTGAGE
2212 Lincoln Blvd in Santa Monica

1-888-FOR-LOAN
310 392-9223

NEW CONFORMING
LOAN AMOUNTS
1 Unit $417,000
2 Units $533,850
3 Units $645,300
3 Units $645,300
4 Units $801,950

ROB
SCHULTZ

BROKER
LICENSED CALIFORNIA

BROKER #01218743

VERY AGGRESSIVE

RATES
TIME FOR A 30
YEAR FIXED?

RATES AS LOW AS 6%
30 YEAR FIXED 6.75%

10 YEAR/1 ARM 5.75%

7 YEAR/1 ARM 5.625%

5 YEAR/1 ARM 5.5%**

3 YEAR/1 ARM 5.5%**

1 YEAR/1 ARM 5.375%

6 MO./6 MO. ARM 3.375%

1 MO./1 MO. ARM 1.0%*

*Rates subject to change
* As of December 14, 2005

** Denotes an interest only loan

Real Estate

11 COSTLY HOME
INSPECTION

PITFALLS

Free Report reveals
what you need to know

before you list your
home for sale

Free recorded message
1-888-465-4534

ID# 1040
www.matillarealty.com

Massage
5’2” HOURGLASS Figure offers
full -body sensual massage. Very
private, very discreet. Incall/ Outcall
special rate, Rachel (310) 339-6709
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your
body, mind, spirit.  Therapeutic,
Swedish, Deep-tissue. Energy
balancing. Strictly non-sexual.
Introductory specials from $50.00/1hr.
Lynda, L.M.T. (310) 749-0621

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and
tender relaxing body work by mature
Europen. Very Professional, Sonja
(310) 397-0433.
HEALING MASSAGE by attractive,
sensitive, young European female.
(310) 806-0377 Laura

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE
Perform and Excel in your 
Favourite Physical Activity
without pain & with ease

310-930-5884
www.nydoo.com

Business Opps
WORK FROM home online! Start
your own internet business free.
Make money 24/7 with our full
automated system. 
www.automaticbuilder.com/29706.

Personals

❤❤
Talk to a Model 24hrs.

310-786-8400
818-264-1906
213-259-1902
949-722-2222

$10–17 for 15 min.
ATM/CC/Checks by phone

www.USLove.com

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737
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Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

Private and Group

Equipment provided

CPR certified

310-920-1265

camp@learntosurfla.com

Surf Lessons

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

RUN YOUR DBAs IN THE
DAILY PRESS FOR ONLY $60.

INCLUDES RECEIPT AND PROOF OF PUBLICATION. CALL US TODAY @ (310) 458-7737
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P R O M O T E  Y O U R   B U S I N E S S  I N  T H E  S A N T A  M O N I C A

877-WE-GET-EM
WE CAN FIND AND SERVE ANYBODY, ANYWHERE, ANYTIME.

Restraining orders & judgement collections our specialty.
lawhotline@aol.com

Services

PAINTING
Top quality A&A
Custom, Interior 

and Exterior

Free quote, 
call Jeff Arrieta
(310) 560-9864

Cleaning

Aury Bonilla  (323) 605-7197

Thorough Cleaning
Houses & Offices

Competitive Rates
Dependable Personalized Service

Great References

Quality
Cleaning

HOUSECLEANING SPECIAL

STARTING AT $99

Entertainment

Call Sandra
(310) 433-9355

PRO VIOLINIST
Classy, elegant
entertainment creates
a memorable wedding,
party or event.

Award-winner, soloist
at prestigious music fests.

Classical,
pop, etc.

Services

Fitness

GET IN SHAPE
LOSE WEIGHT
FEEL GREAT
PROFESSIONAL PRIVATE
TRAINING FOR ANYONE

Upscale Private Gym in W/LA
Weight Training/Cardio

Boxing/Stretching and more!
Call Tibor (310) 477-0051

30 Years Experience

Gen. Contracting

A/C CONSTRUCTION
General Construction

Commercial & Residential
Remodel & Add ons

Honest • Reliable
FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

The Level Goes On
Before The Spike Goes In

Romero Rain Gutters
Seamless Aluminum Gutters
Custom Made Color Match

Your Home or Building

(310) 408-5900 or (310) 534-3075

Repairs • Cleaning
Copper Galvanized

Free Estimate

Ask for Jose Romero
Lic. #834699

01602600

Services

Handyman

Evans Properties

HANDYMAN SERVICES
Expert plumbing

and instalations, all
household repairs.

Peter (310) 902-0807

WESTSIDE GUYS
Full Service Handymen

CARPENTRY, ELEC., PAINT, ETC...
TERMITE AND DRY ROT REPAIR

ROOF REPAIR AND WATER DAMAGE
BOB 35/HR (310) 266-6348

CALEB 25/HR (310) 409-3244

Insurance

AUTO • HOME • LIFE

Robert Donin
Insurance Agent

(310) 834-6868
rdonin@farmersagent.com

Services

SELF EMPLOYED?
NEED INSURANCE?
• GREAT RATES
• A+ RATED COVERAGE

DOUGLAS FURUKAWA
(619) 977-8559

Moving & Storage

BEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193  (310) 300-9194

Painting & Tiling
METICULOUS PAINTING

& DRYWALL
Interior & Exterior•FREE Estimates
References Available.
10 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Call Joe: 447-8957

Personal Services

LIFE COACH
YOU CAN BENEFIT FROM
PERSONAL COACHING IF
YOU FEEL STUCK WITH:
Academic Goals
Career or Financial Goals
Physical or Health Goals

1⁄2OFF
INITIAL CONSULTATION, NORMALLY $200
Anthony Rogers, M.S.  - (310) 386-1808

Services

Pet Services

PROFESSIONAL
PET SITTING
AND  WALKING
310/577-6137
www.fetchpetcare.com
SANTAMONICA@FETCHPETCARE.COM

Pool and Spa

Retail

NEPALI &
TIBETAN GIFTS,

CLOTHING &
STATUES

KATHMANDA BOUTIQUE
1844 Lincoln Blvd., SM

(310) 396-4036
www.kathmanduimports.net

Services

Transportation

24 hours a day
7 Days per Week in Santa Monica

All Mercedes Taxi Service!

10% off meter
with mention of Ad

Please call:

828-2233
Computer Services

CERTIFIED MAC Tech. 
Affordable Repair/ Support/
Consulting/ Tutoring. (310) 980-
9254, 
macninjas@mac.com

CALL US FIRST
PC/Laptop
Sales &
Service

We set up
remote offices,
DSL,Internet
& Wireless.

Computer cleanup our specialty
- viruses & spyware

Home or office.

Call us LAST
Amicus Technology
(310) 670-4962

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

RRoobb’’ss  OOrrggaanniicc  CCaarrppeett  CCaarree
CClleeaanniinngg  yyoouurr  hhoommee  wwiitthh  ssaaffee,,  nnoonn--ttooxxiicc  pprroodduuccttss

SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa    331100--772299--22993311
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By The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Ashlee Simpson collapsed following
a performance in Tokyo and has been hospitalized. 

The 21-year-old singer on Thursday had just per-
formed her single, “Boyfriend” for MTV Japan, when she
told the audience she felt sick and said to them, “I love you
guys,” Us Weekly reported Friday. She then collapsed in
an elevator and was rushed by ambulance to a hospital. 

Her representative, Rob Shuter, confirmed the
report to The Associated Press, but would not give
further details or provide Simpson’s condition. 

Simpson, the younger sister of Jessica Simpson, has
been touring to support her sophomore album, “I Am
Me.” She infamously was caught lip-synching her
“Saturday Night Live” performance in October 2004. 

Her upcoming appearance at the Radio Music
Awards on Monday has been canceled. 

LONDON — Paul McCartney, Ringo Starr and rela-
tives of their Beatles’ bandmates are suing EMI to
recover what they claim is more than $53 million in
unpaid royalties, their company said Friday. 

McCartney, Starr and relatives of John Lennon and
George Harrison are pursuing the case both in New
York and London. 

“We have tried to reach a settlement through good
faith negotiations and regret that our efforts have been in
vain,” said Neil Aspinall, who heads Apple Corps Ltd. 

“Despite very clear provisions in our contracts,
EMI persists in ignoring their obligations and duty to
account fairly and with transparency,” Aspinall said. 

EMI declined to comment on the case. 

LONDON — “Desperate Housewives” star Teri
Hatcher has accepted libel damages from a tabloid
that claimed she regularly had sex with men in a van
outside her home, her lawyer told a court Friday. 

The Daily Sport, which published the story in July
and repeated it in August, agreed to pay “very sub-
stantial damages” and her legal costs, to print a front-
page apology and promised not to repeat the allega-
tions, attorney Simon Smith said. 

The amount of damages was not disclosed. 
David Hirst, representing the Daily Sport, said the

newspaper accepted that the articles were entirely
false. 

“The defendant received the story from a source
who it trusted, who in turn read the allegation else-
where,” Hirst said. 

Smith said Hatcher “is a proud single mother to her
7-year-old daughter and naturally finds extremely
insulting the lurid suggestion that she neglects her
daughter in order to have regular sex with a series of
men in a van parked outside her home. 

“Such allegations are without any substance at all,”
Smith said. 

Hatcher, who was not in court, issued a statement
saying she had “tolerated many ridiculous and fabri-
cated lies and gossip in the tabloids” as something
that “just comes with the territory of fame.” 

“But when a story appeared about me, insinuating
that I am an irresponsible and neglectful parent, I had
to draw the line.” 

LONDON — Prince William will begin his training
to become a British army officer on Jan. 8 when he
starts attending the country’s elite Sandhurst military
academy, royal officials announced Friday. 

William, 23, the eldest son of Prince Charles and
the late Princess Diana, follows his younger brother
Prince Harry in attending the academy, Charles’
Clarence House office said in a statement. 

Charles is expected to travel to the school to bid
farewell to William on his first day. The future king
will be expected to bring his own ironing board so he
can prepare his uniforms on a daily basis. 

William, who is second in line to the throne, gradu-
ated from Scotland’s St. Andrews University in June. 

The two princes will be based in different parts of
the college.

Out of synch:
Simpson falls ill
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Toyota Prius Drivers Can Now Cruise in
California's Carpool Lanes!
TORRANCE, Calif., Aug. 11 /PRNewswire/ -- Toyota Prius drivers
can now apply for Clean Air Vehicle stickers from the
Department of Motor Vehicles that allow them
to drive with only one occupant in
California's High Occupancy
Vehicle (HOV) lanes.

PRE-OWNED VEHICLES UNDER $10K
1997 HONDA ACCORD LX [VIN: 072281] $7,988 AUTO, PWR PKG, CASSETTE
2002 NISSAN SENTRA [VIN: 615833] $7,988 PWR PKG, CD, ALLOY, REAR SPOILER
1996 TOYOTA AVALON [VIN: 080149] $8,988 LOADED, LOVELY, WHITE, W/GOLD PKG LEATHER
1998 TOYOTA CAMRY LE [VIN: 102211] $8,988 PWR PKG, CD, ALLOY, ABS
2000 ISUZU RODEO [VIN: 354408] $8,988 PWR, ALLOY, CRUISE, CD
1998 GMC ENVOY 4X4 [VIN: 951074] $9,988 4WD, LEATHER, ALLOY WHEELS
1999 CHEVROLET SUBURBAN [VIN: 232734] $10,988 LEATHER, REAR A/C, 3RD ROW SEAT
2003 TOYOTA ECHO [VIN: 280188] $10,988 AUTO, AC, 35+MPG

Top pricepaid foryour Prius!

GAS/ELECTRIC HYBRIDS

2004 TOYOTA PRIUS
$26,988

COLOR: ALPINE SILVER  VIN: 094074 

2003 TOYOTA PRIUS
$21,988

COLOR: SUPER WHITE  VIN: 087134 

2006 SCION TC’s IN STOCK!
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