
BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

LAX COURTHOUSE — Author-
ities have identified a second sus-
pect in the kidnappings of an
elderly Santa Monica woman this
fall, giving new hope to a former
Olympic athlete jailed in connec-
tion with the violent crimes.

DNA recovered from the kid-
napper’s hat and shirt belongs to
Alonzo Taylor, 40, a three-strike
criminal who also stands accused
of stealing a car in East Los
Angeles two weeks after the 75-
year-old resident of Sunset Park

was kidnapped for the second and
last time, police records show.

The revelation was welcomed
by 1984 Olympic silver medalist
Danny Harris, 39, who has spent
the last month in custody, charged
with seven felony counts for the
kidnappings. Trained bloodhounds
led police to Harris using the scent
from the kidnapper’s hat and shirt.
Subsequent laboratory tests
revealed the items contained the
DNA of Taylor, who claimed not
to know Harris.

Lawyers said new lineups
would be conducted with the sec-
ond suspect. Three eyewitnesses

positively identified Harris, in-
cluding the victim, the victim’s
neighbor, who chased the kidnap-
per away with a handgun, and a
nearby resident who saw the kid-
napper shed his shirt as he fled.

Taylor and Harris, who both are
black, share physical traits. Taylor
stands at 6 feet 4 inches and
weighs 218 pounds. Harris is 6
feet 1 inch tall and weighs 200
pounds, according to Los Angeles
County Sheriff’s Department
records.

Harris, who is being held in lieu
of $1.44 million bail, faces seven
felony counts for allegedly twice
kidnapping the elderly woman,
stealing from her, and threatening
to kill her and burn down her
house. The incidents occurred on

Oct. 18 and Nov. 4. Taylor was
arrested Nov. 17 in East Los
Angeles by California Highway
Patrol officers and his bail was set
at $100,000, according to the
records.  

Despite the new DNA evi-
dence, prosecutors have refused to
drop the charges against Harris,
pointing to eyewitness testimony
and the possibility that Harris may
have been acting with the aid of an
accomplice.

This past summer, Harris moved
into the Clare Foundation off of
Lincoln Boulevard, a nonprofit
organization that assists recover-
ing drug and alcohol addicts. He
was barred from the Olympics in
1996 after testing positive for ille-
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Public Servant: The school superinten-
dent of Beverly, Mass., William H. Lupini,
decided to leave that $130,000-a-year
job in May and take the $148,000-a-
year job as school superintendent in
Brookline, Mass. However, since
Brookline’s school year did not start until
July, and since Lupini perhaps felt there
were no other “school superintendent”
jobs available covering the interim
month of June, he applied for $2,332 in
unemployment compensation for that
month, as reported in the Beverly Citizen
newspaper. 

In 1777, France recognized American
independence.
In 1830, South American patriot Simon
Bolivar died in Colombia.
In 1939, the German pocket battleship
“Graf Spee” was scuttled by its crew,
ending the World War II Battle of the
River Plate off Uruguay.
In 1944, the U.S. Army announced it was
ending its policy of excluding Japanese-
Americans from the West Coast.
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In Nick of time

John Wood/Daily Press
Santa and Mrs. Claus pull up to the SMPD’s Police Activities League build-
ing at 14th Street and Olympic Boulevard on Thursday afternoon. Organ-
izers expected between 400 and 500 youths at the pre-Christmas celebration
to participate in various crafts and receive skateboards, board games, jew-
elry and other gifts courtesy of ol’ St. Nick.

BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL — The city’s
Planning Commission, a regulato-
ry body that has the ear of elected
officials, indicated early Thursday
it will oppose controversial plans
to redevelop Santa Monica Place
mall and dramatically alter the
local skyline.

The plans call for five office
and residential towers sprouting
up from the current mall’s 10-acre
site, with three reaching 21 stories
high. Only one other building in
Santa Monica stands that tall, the
white high-rise tower at Wilshire
Boulevard and Ocean Avenue.

Planning Commissioners said
the plans were hatched with little
public input and agreed developer
Macerich Co. should be denied the
permission to proceed.

“They can continue to listen to
the community, which I feel
should have been done in the first
place,” commissioner Jay Johnson

said. “I think that’s the other
major area of confusion here ... I
suspect that the process has not
been as public as it otherwise
should have been.”

A proposal by the Santa
Monica Democratic Club to tem-
porarily stall all large develop-
ments in the city was tabled until
Jan. 5. On that date, the commis-
sion also will take a formal vote
on the mall plans, something they
waited to do until legal and other
implications could be examined
more closely. All but one of the
commissioners openly criticized
the project in its current configu-
ration.

Earlier in the lengthy meeting
at City Hall, which began
Wednesday evening, an attorney
for the mall urged the commission
to back the project in its formative
phase. He said mall officials
would gather community input
and remain flexible on contested
aspects of the redevelopment.

City planners
not down with
high-rise plans
Discussion of a development moratorium put on hold,
but officials agree Santa Monica Place plans need work

New suspect adds wrinkle to Harris case
Alonzo Taylor is a three-strike criminal already 
behind bars; Olympic medalist remains in custody

See KIDNAPPING, page 7

See HIGH HOPES, page 6
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LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★ Don’t trust everything you hear. In

fact, you might want to check information that
heads your way. Do research and dive into your
work. Someone might be exaggerating. Don’t buy
any items involved with communication. Tonight:
Get your favorite munchies on the way home.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★★ A financial decision might be off

or too much of a risk. You are in a wild mood and
might take action anyway. Play it safe, even if you
don’t want to. Call it an early day, if you can, and
leave work. Socializing is your forte. Tonight: Let
your magnetism speak.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★ Your thoughts might not be on

work or your job. You might be concerned about a
person and/or domestic matter. Confirm meetings,
communication and plans in general. Don’t allow a
misunderstanding to get to you. Tonight: Head on
home.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★ Your instincts might confuse you. Be

realistic and practical. Ask questions and confirm
meetings. You might be making mountains out of
molehills. Relax and reach out for others. A walk
during lunchtime could relieve some stress.
Tonight: At a favorite spot.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★ A friendship could cost you a lot

more than you had anticipated. Be careful. If
someone disappoints you, don’t make judgments
and don’t act out. Balance your checkbook before
you head out the door. Work on being sensible.
Tonight: Play Santa.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★★ Your smile helps others get over a

misunderstanding. A boss could be overly
demanding or challenging. Confirm what he or she
wants. Try to avoid confusion or a misunderstand-
ing. Be gracious while others stress out. Tonight:
Do what you want.

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:

★★★★★-Dynamic   ★★★★-Positive   ★★★-Average   ★★-So-so   ★-Difficult

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★ You might worry far too much. Don’t

make this momentary characteristic contagious.
Keep it to yourself, even if it means isolating your-
self. Listen well to a loved one who has a lot to
share. Tonight: Make your work a top priority.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★ Others do reversals that could

cause a change of plans. You could get upset, but
on the other hand, you might be delighted by your
restructured plans. Think in terms of clearing out
the door and having a good time. Tonight: Where
you are, the party is.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★ Work with a misunderstanding

and don’t take someone’s comments personally,
even if he or she adds that touch of confusion. Be
more in touch with your feelings about a boss or
an older relative. You don’t want to sabotage this
tie. Tonight: A force to be dealt with.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★★ You might be overly nervous or

uptight about what you need to complete. Just dig
in and ignore calls and knocks on your door. You
might be a bit overwhelmed, but you will get the
job done. Reach out for someone at a distance or
an expert if you need to. Tonight: Split work and
town if you can.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★ A child or loved one raises the

roof or does something that doesn’t please you.
You can start a conflict or let it go. Be smart and
play it easy. By all means, don’t take this person’s
actions personally. Relate on a one-on-one level.
Tonight: How ‘bout quality time with someone
special?

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★ You might not mean to misunder-

stand someone, but the end results might not be
pleasant. Try to sort through a problem. Confirm a
meeting or instructions. Don’t stress yourself out.
Just be yourself. Let feelings flow. Tonight:
Accept an invitation.
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The Daily Horoscope is proudly sponsored by:
the perfect gift !!!
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Play Santa, Aquarius

You deserve to relax, even if just for a few minutes.
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20% Off
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worrying about traffic, parking, gas, and impatient drivers.
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WINDOW TINTING EXPERTS
• Earthquake Protection Film
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SURF CENTER santa monica

bCore Surf/Lifestyle Shop bbCore Surf/Lifestyle Shop b
1451 THIRD STREET PROMENADE
IN SANTA MONICA • 310.656.CURL

SURF REPORT

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

SATURDAY 1:21 2.0 3:04 -1.5 7:43 7.0 9:36 3.9

SUNDAY 2:04 2.1 3:52 -1.7 8:26 7.2 10:30 3.9

MONDAY 2:50 2.3 4:42 -1.6 9:12 7.1 11:27 3.9

TUESDAY 3:42 2.5 5:35 -1.4 10:02 6.8 N/A N/A

WEDNESDAY 4:42 2.6 6:29 -0.9 12:27 3.9 10:56 6.2

THURSDAY 5:59 2.8 7:26 -0.4 1:30 4.0 1:57 5.5

FRIDAY 7:35 2.7 8:22 0.1 2:32 4.3 1:10 4.8

LOW TIDES HIGH TIDES
Morning Height Evening Height Morning Height Evening Height

Today the
water Is:

60°

It’s been suggested that the vacant RAND build-

ing across from City Hall should be converted into a

homeless shelter instead of being torn down, and

made into a park and other governmental facilities.

City Hall owns the property and spends about $2

million on homeless services each year. Some have

suggested that City Hall should redistribute that

money into its own shelter. The idea is that the shel-

ter would provide transitional housing and would be

tied to work and educational programs, as well as

addiction and mental illness programs.

So this week, Q-Line wants to know, “Is this a
good idea? Why or why not?”

Call (310) 285-8106 before Friday at 5 p.m. and

we’ll print your response in the weekend edition.

Please limit your comments to less than a minute. It

might help to think first about the wording of your

response.

Friday will be a big day! 
Look for 5-7 ft., head-high to 2 ft. overhead sets, occasion-

ally 10 ft., and fair-good conditions. 
The powerful new WNW'er takes over on Friday, then fades

slow over the weekend. More WNW waves move in next week.
The powerful new WNW (275-300) swell will steadily fill in,
putting lots of exposures in consistent head high to overhead surf
and best breaks in double overhead waves with bigger sets. 

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf is doing today
at your local break.
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“A slice of NY in your 
own backyard.”

— Anthony Dias Blue
Bon Appetit Lifestyle

Elks say ‘yes’ to kids who just say ‘no’
By Daily Press staff

The Santa Monica Elks Club awarded several members at the Drug Awareness
Awards Dinner for their entries in the “Why I don’t do drugs” essay and video con-
test.

Six winners were picked out of more than 60 entries for the essay contest, while
two pairs of contestants took home video contest honors.

Lisa Meinhart, lodge chairperson, and Grady Sain, co-chairman, presided over
the competition.

Essay winners were Joey Armaswalker (fourth grade); Raequel Ledezma (fifth
grade); Joey Leyba (sixth grade); Quentin Nicholas (sixth grade); Noelle Robinson
(seventh grade); and Amber Alexander (eighth grade).

Video contest paired-winners were Matt Faziu and Tyler Abbott; and Erick Prins
and Louis Coles.

First-place entries will subsequently be submitted for a district competition. 

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Photos Courtesy
Members of the Santa Monica Elks Club pose alongside the winners at the Drug Awareness
Awards Dinner. The students were charged with expressing why they don’t do drugs through
essay writing and video presentation. Essay winners are at top and bottom right. Video con-
test winners pose at bottom left.

INTERESTED IN YOUR DAILY FORECAST?

CHECK OUT THE HOROSCOPES ON PAGE 2!
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Smooth criminals over there in City Hall
Editor:

The City of Santa Monica is criminal.
I received a letter in the mail from the city of Santa Monica informing me of a

parking violation that took place on Wednesday, Nov. 10, 2004. The fine was $47.
It was interesting to receive that notice since I have not been in Santa Monica for
some years. I live in Redlands, which is about a two-hour drive from your beach
community. Immediately, I thought it was a mistake, which it was.

Fortunately, the city has a Web site that I was able to link up and appeal this “vio-
lation.” Obviously, it was some kind of mistake. I don’t know how they issue such
citations in Santa Monica, but I appealed on its Web site, figuring I’d receive word
that everything would be fine.

Instead, I received another letter from the city that informed me that they had
conducted an “initial review” and that it “was confirmed the citation was properly
issued and valid.”

This, of course, is unbelievable. Is this the way Santa Monica funds its city oper-
ations, by ticketing people who don’t even come to the city, conducting an “initial
review” and, lo and behold, finally conclude that everything’s good at their end?
Meanwhile, I’m left to pay this incredible and unfair citation.

Withholding payment would be tragic. Liens would be placed on any automobile
transactions through the DMV.

I must, of course, pay the fine in full before any court date. By paying, then
appearing in court, I would have to take a full day off work, come to Santa Monica
— where I’d probably get another citation — then find out I’d lose my appeal. The
whole thing would probably cost me far in excess of the $47.

Incidentally, the cited truck in question is registered to my wife who, it can be
proven, was teaching school at Crafton Elementary in Redlands on the date and
time. But the city of Santa Monica isn’t interested in such evidence. They just want
their money. My question, once again, is how much money does this city make by
falsely issuing phony citations?

The city of Santa Monica is criminal.

Obrey L. Brown
Redlands, Calif.

Big man took care of kids under big top
Editor:

I thought the readers of the Santa Monica Daily Press should know about the gen-
erous donation made by Normand Latourelle on behalf of his Cavalia to the children
of our Police Activities League. This Friday, 30 P.A.L. kids and staff will have the
opportunity to see this magical harmonious encounter between man and horse that
will set their imaginations running wild. While the show itself will be a part of the
Santa Monica landscape however briefly, the visions these kids will experience
under the Cavalia big top will no doubt last a lifetime.

Steve Heineman
Board Member, Santa Monica Police Activities League

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

We have much to celebrate this holiday
season.  

We’re living in the information age —
all manner of scientific data and historical
facts are no more than a few mouse clicks
away. We’ve begun unlocking the mys-
teries of the human genome, as well as the
planet Mars. We’ve made significant
progress in world poverty. And democra-
cy, as a form of government, has tri-
umphed over communism. Some futurists
have suggested that we are entering the
next Enlightenment.  

But I have become convinced over the
past few months that we are living in a
time where most are overwhelmed by the
changes that both technology and global-
ism have brought us. Rather than being
dazzled by the advancements, most are
just dazed from too much information.  

Many feel as though they need to pos-
sess attention deficit disorder or some
type of autism to be able to cope with the
constant stream of change and informa-
tion coming their way. This, by the way,
is not crazy. We all need time to assimi-
late new knowledge: Focus and ritual are
important for human beings.

Most people, though, are coping by
retreating into rigid patterns that are
familiar. Denial, either of the societal
changes or of the bombarding informa-
tion, is providing solace to a great many.  

As a result, demagogues and hyperbole
have come to rule our world, and we’re
living now more in the Dark Ages than in
the Age of Aquarius.

According to a recent report on CNN,
there are nearly 100 million evangelicals
in America. Many believe that the Rapture
will occur in their lifetime, and that most
scientific advancements — like stem cell
research and birth control — are the
equivalent of rejecting God and his plan
for the universe. Many right-wing conser-
vatives talk of being good Christians, yet
they consider everyone who is not with
them, against them, demonizing and
patronizing all indiscriminately.        

Meanwhile, in blue America, far-left
liberals continue to worship all things
politically correct — be they material or
spiritual, irrespective of their actual worth
— like a yoga mat made from recycled
materials or a Buddhist figurine pur-
chased on Rodeo Drive. Many talk about
promoting peace and tolerance around the
world, yet they berate conservatives for
being both ignorant and malevolent.

The airwaves are filled mostly with vit-
riol, cynicism and conspiracy theories.
Both liberals and conservatives espouse
paranoia and suspicion with equal fre-

quency, and they seem to share a similar
disregard for the consequences of their
words.

When I tune in, I find myself thinking
that “the bridge to the 21st century” has
become a tunnel through the center of the
earth. It should be called the Unreason-
able Age — when rationality is possible,
just not desirable, and even worse, it isn’t
profitable.

The media has decided that catering to
moderates or those individuals seeking
reasonable dialogue doesn’t make enough
money. They’ve come to the conclusion
that the only way to get and keep people’s
attention is to excite their extreme emo-
tions — anger, fear, love and hate.  

Whether it’s news or entertainment,
they seem to believe that the number of
people who tune in is directly related to a
show’s emotional extremity or experien-
tial intensity. They may be right — both
Michael Moore’s “Fahrenheit 9/11” and
Mel Gibson’s “The Passion” made a great
deal of money and caused a sensation
among the true believers on both sides of
the aisle.

The political parties have joined in
with equal delight because the emotional
intensity has increased both of the bottom
lines they watch — the number of votes
and the total amount of contributions.
Ideologues also are flush with their
revival — the best-selling political non-
fiction books (with the exception of the
Clintons’ who are still novelty factors)
released last year were written by extrem-
ists from each party.

Here’s The Thing:
Our government was founded on the

premise that compromise is good. Checks
and balances are built into our system so that
no one — not a majority, not a minority —
is powerful enough to do anything alone.

My wish this holiday season is that we
can tone down our rhetoric and find our
reason, and that we learn to praise com-
passion above correctness because we are
all prone to err. My wish is that we recol-
lect that moderation in all things is what
the philosophers tell us leads to happi-
ness.

The United States of America is
unique, and it’s my hope that her people
will begin to cherish her history, as much
as their own opinions.

“It was a thing hardly to be expected,
that in a popular revolution the minds of
men should stop at that happy mean,
which marks the salutary boundary
between power and privilege, and com-
bines the energy of government with the
security of private rights.”  — Alexander
Hamilton, Federalist Paper No. 26.

(Lara M. Brown, Ph.D., is a political
scientist from Los Angeles, and is teach-
ing this semester in Arkansas, at Hendrix
College and UALR. She can be reached at
larambrown@aol.com)

Don’t let our legacy be
an ‘Unreasonable Age’

HERE’S 
THE THING
BY LARA M. BROWN, PH.D

OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica
Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be pub-
lished on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous
or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. All letters must include
the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices
located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All let-
ters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.

Tell Santa Monica what you think!Tell Santa Monica what you think!
...write a letter to the editor...write a letter to the editor

Email to: sack@smdp.com Email to: sack@smdp.com 
or fax 310.576.9913or fax 310.576.9913
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OPINION

There he was. Right before my very
eyes. The fellow who I believed for my
first eight (or was it 18?) years was a mas-
ter of magic. He could make my world
rock out loud. And he’s probably the rea-
son I didn’t pout and was good for good-
ness sake ... particularly after Thanks-
giving, when his mythical face was grin-
ning everywhere.

I had just boarded the mall escalator
when I spotted the delightful dude sitting
on his throne. There were no kids with
wish lists around, only a little girl playing
peek-a-boo with him. 

When I was a child, I stood in line for
hours just for a minute or two on his lap.
Chatting with him was like a slice of heav-
en. One year, after our brief visit, I thought
we were so close that he might even stop by

and take me for a spin on his sleigh, with
Rudolph at the helm. I have to say I was
disappointed when that never happened, but
I understood he had other obligations.

Memories of those days flashed before
me as the escalator continued to climb.
Jingle bells rang everywhere. Sounds of
“fer sure” footsteps on our rooftop resur-
faced. And visions of sugar plums were
doing more than dancing in my head. So it
was as if by osmosis, or a mere desire for
a short date with Mr. Claus, that upon
reaching the top of the escalator, I quick-
ly proceeded back down.

Part of the motivation, I think, for
directing myself to the simulated North
Pole was to regain the wonder. The day
before had put me into a festive funk. ‘Tis
the season to be jolly, but regardless of
where I was, most everyone seemed to be
jolly-less ... as if bah-hum-bug were the
three words for the holidays, rather than
ho-ho-ho. If Santa had been checking his
list, there would have been plenty on the
naughty side and not enough on the nice. 

At one point, I heard one stressed shop-
per call another stressed shopper a not-so-

nice name. Losing interest in shopping, I
tip-toed out of the store and headed home
to revert to catalogs and online bargains.
Sheesh, I thought, we all may need to
slow down and smell the eggnog, or per-
haps figure out exactly what figgy pud-
ding is. Make it. Share it. And taste it to
see what all the fuss was about.

I was determined today would be dif-
ferent. Revisiting Santa’s lap seemed a
great, yet odd, way to get started. But why
not? I may never have the inclination
again. Besides the guy looked grandfa-
therly, which helped. It definitely made
the endearing factor much more plausible.

As many know, Santa Claus has very
amalgamated roots. Just to track a bit of
his legend, he’s a blend of: Nicholas, the
Turkish saint from the 4th century, who
was known for his magnanimity toward
others of varied backgrounds; Yuleketid,
the bearded human form of the Norse
God; Odin, who came to earth and distrib-
uted coins and bread to the poor; and
Kriss, Kringle which in old German was
Christkindlein, or Christkindl, meaning
the Christ child. The one theme that seems

to run through all these gentlemen is gen-
erosity of spirit. 

So, with no other wonderment seeker in
line, I marched right up, smiled and sat on
his knee. He actually twinkled and smiled
back at me. There was a warm, then
uncomfortable moment of silence, until
Santa’s helper inquired if I wanted a pic-
ture. “Yes, I would,” I answered without
hesitation. After she snapped what will
become a favorite photo, Mr. Claus spoke.

“And what would you like for
Christmas?” he asked, playing along.

“Peace,” I said. “Oh, and um ah ... a
Plasma TV.”

“Well, we’ll see what we can do about
those requests. Both of them are a tight fit
into my vehicle, but we’ll work on it.”

Thanking him, I found it quite appro-
priate to tug on his beard. It was real, all
right. And so was the magic I remembered
from Christmas’ past. Wishing one and all
a magical holiday season. Falalala ...
lalalala ...

(Susan Ann Connor can be reached at
pistachiocolumn@aol.com).
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Grilled & Cold Paninis

Gourmet Salads

Delicious Crêpes

2715 Main St. Santa Monica • (310) 399-9939
www.paninigarden.com

Since 1998

Eat inside or out in our beautiful lavender garden!

BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNER     |     CATERING/DELIVERY

GERMAN CAR SERVICE
Specialist in Repair of  Porsche • VW • Audi • BMW

• Best alternative to high dealer prices
• Complete service and repair
• All work guaranteed
• Locally owned and operated since 1965

2202 OLYMPIC BLVD., SANTA MONICA • (310) 829-2563

EASTON GYM
SANTA MONICA

1233 Third Street Promenade
310-395-4441

Easton Gym is your neighborhood gym.

COMPLETE FITNESS FACILITY •  FREE PARKING

7 Deadly Mistakes That Will Cost You
Thousands When You Sell Your Home

WESTSIDE – A new report has just been
released which reveals 7 costly mistakes that most
homeowners make when selling their home, and a
9 Step System that can help you sell your home
fast and for the most amount of money.

This industry report shows clearly how the tra-
ditional ways of selling homes have become
increasingly less and less effective in today’s mar-
ket. The fact of the mater is that fully three quar-
ters of homesellers don’t get what they want for
their home and become disillusioned and – worse
– financially disadvantaged when they put their
home on the market.

As this report uncovers, most homesellers

make 7 deadly mistakes that cost them literally
thousands of dollars. The good news is that each
and every one of these mistakes is entirely prevent-
able.

In answer to this issue, industry insiders have
prepared a free special report entitled “The 9 step
system to Get Your Home Sold Fast and For Top
Dollar”.

To hear a brief recorded message about
how to order your free copy of this report call
1 (888) 465-4534 and enter ID# 1000. You can
call anytime, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Call NOW to find out how you can get the
most money for your home.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

This report is courtesy of Steve Matilla, Matilla Realty. Not intended to solicit properties currently listed for sale. Copyright © 1997.

Lapping up the embodiment of Christmas past
PISTACHIO

PERSPECTIVE
BY SUSAN ANN CONNOR

RUN YOUR DBAs IN THE DAILY PRESS FOR ONLY $80.
INCLUDES FILING FEE, RECEIPT AND PROOF OF PUBLICATION. CALL US TODAY @ (310) 458-7737

Kristine Johnson Fountain of JoyKristine Johnson Fountain of Joy
The Kristine Johnson Fountain of Joy is

seeking donations. Situated in a courtyard
garden  visible to the community, the foun-
tain will be a respite for those seeking faith,
peace and  hope amongst the challenges of

the world.

Donations to the Kristine Johnson 
Fountain of Joy may be sent to:

St. Augustine By-The-Sea Episcopal Church
1227 Fourth Street, Santa Monica, CA  90401

Re: Kristine Johnson Fountain of Joy
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Riding Lessons
Beginner to Intermediate   •   Western: Arena & Trails

Personal, one-on-one lessons

A Great Gift Idea
(Discount Gift Packages available)

Call JD Gath (310) 871-1631
Only minutes from Santa Monica

AA OLYMPIC
Self Storage

Serving Santa Monica and West L.A.

2 Months FREE Rent 

+ FREE Lock
Call for details

OPEN 7 DAYS

(310)829-2525
3250 OLYMPIC BLVD. • www.selfstorage.net/aaolympic

Call About
FREE Truck
Rental Plan
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“We have already received valuable
input, including a clear concern regarding
the height of the towers,” said attorney
Dale Goldsmith, reading a letter from
Macerich executive Randy Brant. “We
have always intended to be flexible
regarding many key project features,
including the height and configuration of
the housing units, and to shape the project
through the public process.”

Brant reiterated that sentiment on
Thursday evening.

“We came up with the starting point.
We presented a plan that we believe was
responsible,” he said. “Anything is possi-
ble, as long as the economics make sense
for all concerned.”

Two members of the public spoke out
on the matter, offering diverging views on
the Macerich plans, which include 300
condominiums, 150 apartments, nearly
560,000 square feet of retail, 80,000
square feet of office space and several
acres of public open space. 

Local peace activist and sticker sales-
man Jerry Rubin urged the commission
not to have a knee-jerk reaction, adding
officials should approach the plans ratio-
nally and not support a “divisive and fear-
ful moratorium.” Ellen Brennan, a board
member for the Pier Restoration Corp.,
which manages the Santa Monica Pier,
had harsher words for the Macerich plans.

“I consider this to be the most outra-
geous insult to the sensibilities of Santa
Monica ever to come down the pike,” said
Brennan, who suggested the mall project
be limited to a height of four stories. “If
this were to go forward, it’s the end of
Santa Monica as we know it.”

Amid their discussions, all but one of
the commissioners said they thought
Macerich should be asked to start anew
with their plans for redevelopment of the
mall.

“Having heard that it’s 24 or 25 stories,
it gives me grave concern,” said Planning
Commissioner Gwynne Pugh, who later
said he would not vote on the issue
because of a conflict of interest. “Just
send it back to the developer and say,
‘start again.’”

Planning Commissioner Darrell Clarke
said he didn’t like the way the develop-
ment discussion began. He felt it should-
n’t be a given that all the various housing,
retail, office and other components be
included in whatever plans are ultimately
approved.

“I don’t want us to be in a position of
saying, ‘The tall thin towers are too tall.
Revert to the original concept of a big block

that is 80 feet tall and covers the entire
block, minus a street through the middle,’”
said Clarke. “We need to look at the overall,
as far as what is appropriate for this site, and
not assume anything, as far as so many
square feet, so many units, etcetera.”

Planning Commissioners Barbara
Brown, Arlene Hopkins and Julie Dad,
who also is president of the Santa Monica
Democratic Club, agreed. That left
Planning Commissioner Terry O’Day,
who said he wanted to learn more about
the plans before making a decision.

“There’s a lot of tradeoffs to achieve
these goals. We can’t have everything,”
O’Day said. “I’m inclined to see this pro-
ject as a whole and consider all these
issues.”

Brown said there was no need to study
the proposal in detail.

“I don’t need to see it, frankly,” she
said. “I don’t need to know what it is,
because whatever it is, with that kind of a
drastic departure from our current stan-
dards, I just cannot imagine how the
council could … direct staff to proceed
with a development agreement.”

A development agreement, which
allows developers to skirt city codes in
exchange for certain benefits, would be
needed in this case because of the  pro-
posed height of the towers. The current
height limit for downtown is six stories,
according to Planning Director Suzanne
Frick.

The Planning Commission’s final rec-
ommendation will be forwarded on to the
City Council, which is scheduled to dis-
cuss the mall plans on Jan. 25.

In the meantime, Brant defended the
way Macerich presented its plans.

“Being accused of not actively pursu-
ing public input is true, form the stand-
point that we haven’t yet done it,” he said.
“It was always our plan — and I might
add this was based on guidance from city
staff — to present the plan to the city,
then to council, hoping to achieve a nod
from council to study the plan. At that
point we would begin the public process.

“It was never our intention to go
around the Planning Commission or the
citizens of Santa Monica, or the citizen
groups of Santa Monica,” Brant added.
“That seems to be the misunderstanding.”

Council to discuss plans
for mall site on Jan. 25
HIGH HOPES, from page 1

Now offering obituary listings.
For more details call the Daily Press.

310.458.7737 ext. 111

Pay tribute
to a

loved one.



gal substances and has struggled with a
cocaine addiction for years.

At a court hearing this week, family
members claimed that Harris had recently
put his life back together and was doing
well. Joyce Harris, his sister and an
administrative assistant in the state court
system, said Danny Harris had been to her
Compton home just weeks before his
arrest and had taken out her children to
buy them new clothes and other gifts.
Another Harris sister, nursing assistant
Wanda Burns, said she expected him at
her San Bernardino home for
Thanksgiving and was surprised when he
didn’t show up.

“He didn’t do this,” added Burns, out-
side the courtroom. “Danny was clean. He
was good. Everyone was proud of him.”

Joyce Harris said her brother was
ordered by a judge this past summer to
live at Clare after authorities cited him for
riding a train without a ticket and found
he had an outstanding warrant. That war-
rant was related to an earlier incident
when Danny Harris was on drugs and
stole items from her, Joyce Harris said.

Still, Joyce Harris said her brother
turned a corner in his life months ago and
was clean. A former football player for
Iowa State and track star who excelled in
the 400-meter hurdles, Danny Harris
worked as a personal trainer at Better
Body Maker on Santa Monica Boulevard
and also received royalty payments from

a series of fitness tapes he made for ath-
letes and children.

It was colleagues that worked on those
tapes who finally alerted the sisters that
Danny Harris was in jail. The home tele-
phones of both sisters block unlisted or
collect calls, and Danny Harris couldn’t
get through from jail, they said.

When the sisters finally saw Danny
Harris this week it was through a bullet-
proof glass window separating a holding
cell from the courtroom. Danny Harris,
hands bound and wearing a blue, jail-
issue jumpsuit, repeatedly mouthed “I
didn’t do it” and shook his head as his sis-
ters sobbed.

Los Angeles Superior Court Judge
Katherine Mader agreed to delay a pre-
liminary hearing in the case until the new
lineups are conducted. Matt Huey, Danny
Harris’ public defender, said he was hesi-
tant to proceed with the preliminary hear-
ing because it would force prosecutors to
build a case against Danny Harris that
they would be unlikely to back away
from. 

Huey is hopeful the new police lineups
will exonerate his client. A preliminary
trial for Harris has been set for Dec. 28.

“He’s frustrated, he’s angry, he’s at a
loss — as am I,” Huey said. “He thinks it
ought to be dismissed, and it’s not ... The
next step is I’m continuing my investiga-
tion, but mainly we’re trying to set up a
live lineup.”
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We encourage you to visit the Santa
Monica Historical Society Museum —
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New police lineup could
prove key to Harris’ fate
KIDNAPPING, from page 1
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WHAT’S PLAYING...

THE LIFE AQUATIC 
WITH STEVE ZISSOU
Filmmaker Wes Anderson’s fourth
feature is the ne plus ultra of whimsi-
cal cerebration, and fans of his work
will no doubt be lifted into the
empyrean.
Starring: Bill Murray, Angelica
Huston, Owen Wilson, Cate Blanchett

OCEAN’S TWELVE
When taken — not too seriously — as a
pastiche of beautiful people, exotic
places, groovy tunes, and loosely
comic set pieces, this sequel is a
snazzy delight.
Starring: Julia Roberts, Brad Pitt,
George Clooney, Catherine Zeta-Jones

BLADE: TRINITY
Third installment in a series running
two films too long is the latest cacoph-
onous calamity to roll off the action
flick assembly line.
Starring: Wesley Snipes, Jessica Biel

CLOSER
The sum of this tragicomedy’s compet-
ing parts adds up to the best-looking
portrait of moral depravity on the big
screen this year.
Starring: Julia Roberts, Jude Law,
Natalie Portman, Clive Owen

HOUSE OF FLYING DAGGERS
This devastating love story disguised
as a kung fu flick is one of the year’s
most astonishing cinematic achieve-
ments.
Starring: Takeshi Kaneshiro, Andy
Lau, Zhang Ziyi

ALEXANDER
Oliver Stone has depicted a hero so
shaken and internally conflicted, that
it’s hard to imagine him being the leg-
endary ruler he was.
Starring: Colin Farrell, Angelina Jolie

NATIONAL TREASURE
This sprawling treasure hunt is
cacophonous, eye-popping and
unabashedly devoid of nuance.
Despite a promising high concept, the
best that can be said about it is it could
have been worse.
Starring: Nicolas Cage, Diane Kruger

BAD EDUCATION
An uneven stab at film noir in which
director Pedro Almodovar indulges
cross-dressing fetishes, maligns child-
molesting priests and celebrates
French New Wave cinema.
Starring: Gael Garcia Bernal, Fele
Martinez

BRIDGET JONES: THE EDGE 
OF REASON
Feels a lot like premeditated cock-up,
filled with uneven sitcommish set
pieces, credulity-stretching conve-
niences and humor that is as flat as its
buxom, chain-smoking heroine isn’t.
Starring: Renee Zellweger, Colin Firth,
Hugh Grant

FINDING NEVERLAND
As moving a motion picture as we’re
likely to see this year, and — as the
movie poster contends — one that is
sure to unlock even the most immured
imagination.
Starring: Johnny Depp, Kate Winslet

KINSEY
Kinsey’s history is nimbly recounted,
and bristles with fun and, on occasion,
arresting poignance. Captivating cine-
ma that feels particularly relevant in
these retrogressive times.
Starring: Liam Neeson, Laura Linney

BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

‘Tis the season for making lists,
so please allow this tiny bit of
indulgence: Of the 30-plus films

M a r t i n
Scorsese has
directed in his
long and illus-
trious career,

his latest — “The Aviator” —
ranks below “Taxi Driver” and
“Goodfellas,” but above such
noteworthy fare as “Mean Streets”
and “Gangs of New York.” For the
record, it is the second-best biopic
Scorsese has helmed, behind the
exalted “Raging Bull.” As for

“Aviator” star Leonardo
DiCaprio, well, that’s easy — his
portrayal of the late maverick
magnate Howard Hughes stands
out as the finest work the 30-year-
old star (yes, 30 … Leo’s all
growed up) has done to date.

This gorgeously composed,
nearly three-hour-long saga is set
in the first half of the 20th century
and chronicles the most prolific
period of Hughes’ storied life,
when he spearheaded a revolution
in both the aviation and film
industries. Hughes was a towering
figure in his day — a dashing bil-
lionaire playboy with an
unquenchable thirst for adventure,
who would ultimately succumb to

mental illness and become a
recluse. DiCaprio’s pitch-perfect
rendering is the stuff Oscar nomi-
nations are made of, and he’ll
almost certainly get the nod along
with co-star Cate Blanchett, who
makes for a fantastic Katherine
Hepburn. Stellar support is pro-
vided by Kate Beckinsale as
Hughes’ playmate Ava Gardner;
John C. Reilly as the mogul’s top
business advisor, and Alec
Baldwin — who keeps getting bet-
ter with age — in the role of
visionary PanAm CEO Juan
Trippe. 

Scorsese is on top of his game,
too, incorporating cutting edge
technology with old-school know-

how to create what may very well
be his most visually arresting
movie. Along with screenwriter
John Logan (“Gladiator”), the
director has done a masterful job
of condensing a vast story and
revealing the true character of one
of the most towering figures in
American history. This one ought
to be on everyone’s list this holi-
day season.

(Rated PG-13 for thematic ele-
ments, sexual content, nudity, lan-
guage and a crash sequence.
Running time: 169 minutes)

‘Aviator’ and DiCaprio soar to dizzying heights 

Review

BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

Finally, after year upon year of offer-
ing up nothing but
yuletide pap, some-
body in Hollywood
came up with the

clever idea of making a Christmas movie
over-the-hill, childless, unmarried
Grinches can love … and, thankfully, Tim
Allen isn’t anywhere to be found. Yes,
Virginia, there is a Santa Claus! 

It’s “Lemony Snicket’s a Series of
Unfortunate Events,” director Brad
Silberling’s inspired adaptation of the
wildly popular kids’ book series that ‘tis a
hell of a lot more naughty than nice.

In the gothic, Tim Burton-meets-
Charles Dickens universe Silberling and
his design team has created, Jim Carrey is

in his element as the sinister and waggish
Count Olaf, distant uncle to a trio of
orphaned siblings called the Baudelaires.
The ghoulish-looking Olaf is a failed
actor with designs on doing-in his young
charges and making off with their large
inheritance. It’s just the sort of over-the-
top role that suits Carrey’s singular histri-
onics, but he isn’t alone in carrying the
darkly humorous day. 

Meryl Streep is splendiferous as the
Baudelaire’s unstable Aunt Josephine,
and the kids themselves are no slouches
either – especially Emily Browning as the
eldest child, 14-year-old Violet. Jude Law
is here too – as the voice of narrator
Lemony Snicket. 

(Rated PG for thematic elements, scary
situations and brief language. Running
time: 107 minutes)

BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

Count Olaf, the evil uncle in “Lemony Snicket’s A
Series of Unfortunate Events,” is mean. Responsible for
three kids (after their parents are killed), he smacks
them. He slave-drives them. He takes their inheritance.
And yet ... he’s lovable. In a gross, disgusting, disfig-
ured, histrionic sort of way. Who else but Jim Carrey
could play this guy? The rubbery actor manages to infuse
even the most evil characters with charm. Carrey
answers queries about the film, fame and the joys of
playing a really mean “f**ker.”

QUESTION: You play Count Olaf, who is a pretty bad
actor …

JIM CARREY: I don’t know why they called me. I’m
insulted, frankly.

Q: Was it a challenge to be bad at something you nor-
mally strive to be good at?

JC: It’s really fun, because when he makes choices
you don’t have to do any research whatsoever. The thing
about it is, he’s always Olaf underneath it all. And I love
the idea that he thinks the children are stupid enough to
never recognize him in a million years.

Q: We all have a strange relative similar to Count
Olaf. Did you base him on a particular family member?

JC: Well, some of us are that strange relative. The
weird thing is, Olaf wound up looking a lot like my dad. 

Q: You employ all sorts of interesting techniques for
scaring children in this film. Was there anything they
wouldn’t let you do?

JC: There’s a moment where Count Olaf slaps one of
the kids, and there was a question of whether or not to
have that in the movie. I said, “You know what, Bambi
dies, dudes.” Most movies that really connect with peo-
ple have some kind of tragedy involved, and some kind
of pain involved. I want to be entertaining, but the bot-
tom line is that Olaf is a f**ker. 

Q: Did your family turn to you for entertainment?
JC: For years, I was the entertainment. It was almost a

slavery situation. I’d get a knock in the middle of the
night and my parents would say, “Get your tap shoes on,
there’s company!” 

Q: What do you do to stay grounded?
JC: I have a royal inauguration for myself every

morning before I leave the house [Laughter]. Look, I
know we try to mythologize everything in Hollywood,
so everything is blown out of proportion. As far as I’m
concerned, what I do is I make movies that make people
feel good for, like, two hours. That’s my thing in life, and
I’m okay with that. 

A Christmas tale for
the Grinch in all of us

Review

Carrey can do it

Photo courtesy
Jim Carrey is a self-described mean ‘f**ker as Count Olaf in “A Series of Unfortunate Events.”



BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

It just seems to get better and better for Clint Eastwood. The 74-year-
old Hollywood legend’s latest drama, “Million Dollar Baby,” which he
also directs, packs a mean punch to the heart.

The film, which stars Eastwood (Frankie Dunn),
Morgan Freeman (Scrap) and Hilary Swank (Maggie
Fitzgerald), opens Dec. 15, and is a painful lesson of
how life can be so harsh and yet so fragile. It’s an

inspiring story of realizing your dreams, drawing from hope and human
sacrifice. 

In the wake of a painful estrangement from his daughter, boxing train-
er Frankie Dunn has been unwilling to let himself get close to anyone for
a very long time — then Maggie Fitzgerald walks into his gym. In a life
of constant struggle, Maggie's gotten herself this far on raw talent,
unshakable focus and a tremendous force of will. But more than anything,
she wants someone to believe in her. Dunn begrudgingly agrees to take
her on. The two come to discover that they share a common spirit that
transcends the pain and loss of their pasts, and they find in each other a
sense of family they lost long ago. Yet, they both face a battle that will
demand more heart and courage than any they’ve ever known. 

You’ll feel like a fly on the wall watching this one — Eastwood’s tal-
ent in keeping it real keeps the story unraveling fight after fight, struggle
after struggle. Based on a short story from the collection “Rope Burns” by F.X. Toole., the way “Million Dollar Baby” plays out, it might as well
be a documentary because it seems so true to life.

(Rated PG-13 for violence, some disturbing images, thematic material and language).
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Eastwood’s latest film a knockout

Review

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

With one Best Actress Oscar already on her mantle (“Boys Don’t
Cry”) and a Golden Globe nomination for her mesmerizing perfor-

mance in “Million Dollar Baby,” it’s clear Hilary
Swank has come a long way from her early days in
L.A. when she was 16 and living inside her car. 

“How lucky am I?” Swank asked rhetorically, of
working with Clint Eastwood (he plays her trainer, Frankie Dunn) and
co-star Morgan Freeman. “I actually joked saying, ‘God, where do you
go from here? I might need to retire.’”

Swank said she identified with Fitzgerald more than any character
she’s ever played. 

“I grew up in a trailer park, she grew up in a trailer park,” she said.
“I was this young girl who had a dream, and I was determined and dri-
ven and focused. I have that connection with Maggie because Maggie
has a line in the movie where she says, ‘This is the only thing I have
felt good doing.’ This (acting) is the only thing I ever felt good doing.” 

Swank threw herself into the preparation for her role as Fitzgerald,
a struggling but determined boxer. Swank is no stranger to pushing her-
self physically — she swam in the Junior Olympics and ranked fifth in
Washington state for gymnastics — but she found out quickly that box-
ing would test her mettle. Training for three months prior to shooting
the film, Swank worked out four and a half hours a day.

“Boxing is the most intense workout you can ever experience,”
Swank said, adding she gained 19 pounds of muscle.

Swank, who would like to focus on motherhood in the upcoming
years with husband Chad Lowe, said that while “Boys Don’t Cry” lift-
ed her into the spotlight, she’d like to be cast in a comedy, where she
started her career. “(Producers) come to me to with (dramatic roles)
because the movie they know me from was so intense and so serious.”

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

Morgan Freeman joins Oscar winners Clint Eastwood and Hilary
Swank in “Million Dollar Baby,” which is based on a short story from
the collection “Rope Burns” by F.X. Toole.

The film is directed by Eastwood and narrated by
Freeman. The drama centers around boxing trainer
Frankie Dunn (Eastwood) and upcoming fighter
Maggie Fitzgerald (Swank). Freeman plays Scraps,

the manager of Dunn’s Los Angeles boxing gym.
Freeman, who started his career playing “Easy Rider” in the chil-

dren’s TV show “The Electric Company,” has had plenty of roles since
then, most memorably in “Shawshank Redemption,” which he also nar-
rated. He hasn’t been on the screen with Eastwood since he co-starred
with him in “Unforgiven” in 1992. 

The 67-year-old Mississippi resident recently sat down to talk about
“Million Dollar Baby” and re-teaming with Eastwood.

QUESTION: What was it like working with Clint again?
MORGAN FREEMAN: “If I had my druthers, twice a year, I would do a

picture with Clint and the rest of the time, just gloat.”  

Q: What makes Eastwood such a great filmmaker?
MF: “He is so hands-off. He’s directing the picture, he’s not directing

you. You’re a collaborator. That’s how he operates the whole thing.
That’s his strong suit for everybody. He’s a class act. He’s quiet. He’s
in absolute control of the set and he’s quick.”

Q: How do you feel about doing narration?
MF: “I love it. You’re kind of the source of the film. You set the emo-

tional tone for it.”

Q: What’s your favorite movie of all time and why?
MF: “That’s a hard one. But I’m thinking more and more that it’s

‘Moulin Rouge,’ the one with (director) Baz Luhrmann. Smoke a J and
sit down and watch that movie. Everything about it is outstanding. The
cutting, the editing. I’ve never seen anything done that well.”

Q: You were athletic growing up?
MF: “I was on the sand lot. I was great at football. I was marginal at

basketball. I was always the 97-pound weakling growing up. I went to
the Air Force when I was 18 years old and I weighed 137 pounds.”

Q: Have you had a lot of films you wish you hadn’t done?
MF: “I’ve had a lot of those ... these big acting films that don’t have

scripts. Those films never succeed. You have to have a script. You can’t
be handing out pages every time you go to work in the morning.”

Swank hits it hard in
‘Million Dollar Baby’ 

Review

Freeman sets tone
in re-teaming with
Eastwood on ‘Baby’

Q&A

Photo courtesy
Hilary Swank portrays an up-and-coming boxer in “Million Dollar Baby.”



BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

Cultural integration, yearning for acceptance, and the
challenges of bringing up children are the central themes
of James L. Brooks’ flawed but pleasant new dramedy,

“Spanglish,” the story of a single
mother from Mexico who becomes
the housekeeper for a wealthy
Southern California clan. Brooks is

one of the best in the business at harvesting fresh per-
spectives on the human condition, and this time out he
employs language barriers, income gaps and disparate
cultural mores to lay bare the souls of his colorful cast of
characters. The film is rife with Brooks’ signature acer-
bic wit and he manages to engender empathy even, to

minimal degree, for Tea Leoni’s grating Beverly Hills
housewife, Deborah Clasky. But “Spanglish” suffers
from several glaring digressions from realism, and the
presence of the unlikable Deborah is ultimately a big, fat
negative. 

Flor (Paz Vega) is a drop-dead gorgeous domestic
who Deborah inexplicably hires on the spot, even though
it’s hard to imagine anyone so neurotic and insecure pay-
ing temptation to hang around the house. Flor can’t speak
a lick of English, but that doesn’t stop her from instantly
connecting with the Claskys — particularly patriarch
John (Adam Sandler), the only top chef in LA without at
least a passing knowledge of Spanish. Like Flor, John’s
good people — too good, in fact, for Deborah, whose
early mid-life crisis (and the affair that comes with it)
threatens to destroy what was presumably once a solid

household. When circumstances conspire to force the
very private Flor to bring her 12-year-old daughter
Christine (Shelbie Bruce) into the Clasky mix, the two
families’ destinies collide and are forever changed.

Brooks is still a TV guy at heart and “Spanglish” is
typically episodic. That’s not a bad thing overall, but
there are a few stand-alone sequences that almost grind
the film to a halt. Good thing Brooks has the venerable
Cloris Leachman on hand to jumpstart things — she’s a
hit as Deborah’s flighty, warm-hearted mom. Sandler,
too, is on the mark playing a character with just enough
contradictions to keep our attention riveted.

(Rated PG-13 for some sexual content and brief lan-
guage. Running time: 131 minutes)
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MENTION THIS AD TO RECEIVE A FREE NETWORK ANALYSIS AND SECURITY

A SPECIAL OFFER FOR WESTSIDE PLAYERS
$75 PLAY ALL DAY

Unlimited golf for $75 at LA’s finest golf facility.
Valid Monday through Thursday on the SHADOW COURSE.
Must bring in this ad to receive rate. Offer expires 12/24/04

Course designed by Pete Dye

Lost Canyons Golf Course
(805) 522-4653

‘Spanglish’ a bit episodic, but still pleasant enough

Review

BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

In this unobjectionably hokey remake of the 1965
popcorn flick of the same name, mysterious nerd Elliott
(Giovanni Ribisi) convinces his fellow plane crash sur-
vivors that the only way to avoid death in the scorching

Gobi desert is to rebuild their tattered
aircraft and fly, fly away. Dennis
Quaid stars as Frank Towns, a world-
weary fly-boy who rediscovers his

mojo when the chips or, in this case plane, is down. The
crew of misfits includes the very pretty Tyrese Gibson (“2
Fast, 2 Furious”) as a cocky young co-pilot, the even pret-
tier Miranda Otto (“The Lord of the Rings”) as – no kid-
ding – a hard-bitten oil rig roustabout, and Hugh Laurie
(from the Fox series “House”) as a shifty corporate
bootlicker. As far as plot and character development, there
are few, if any, surprises in “Flight of the Phoenix.” This
one’s all about the action, and the actors have grasped that
and have fun with it. Director John Moore (“Behind
Enemy Lines”), while remaining remarkably faithful to
the spirit of the original, incorporates newfangled special
effects to generate several impressive sequences. The con-
spicuous lack of conflict and true peril prevents us from
investing much energy worrying about the fate of our
heroes. If there’s ever a doubt where this one’s headed,
one need only recall the film’s title.  

(Rated PG-13 for language, action and violence.)

‘Phoenix’ fails 
to rise to occasion

Good thing you recycle your paper...
Chances are you’re reading it again.

Santa Monica Daily Press

Review



BY SHANNON DININNY 
Associated Press Writer 

SUNNYSIDE, Wash. — Sergio Madrigal watched in
despair as federal officials hauled away his 449 calves to
be killed after the nation’s first case of mad cow disease
was discovered in a nearby dairy cow. 

A year later, Madrigal looks out at his rebuilt herd and
smiles — just one of many signs that American ranchers
suffered few long-term ill effects from the cow that
ruined Christmas 2003. 

Beef prices are high, and so are spirits. 
“I’m at another level now,” Madrigal said in Spanish

through a translator, as he sat in his kitchen after tending
his herd now numbered at more than 500 calves. 

But what a year it’s been for the country’s $44 billion
cattle industry. 

Weeks of fear and uncertainty followed the announce-
ment last Dec. 23 that the nation’s first case of mad cow
disease had been found in a Mabton, Wash., dairy cow. 

More than 60 countries closed their borders to U.S.
beef products — everything from live cattle and cuts of
beef to pet food and frozen potatoes prefried in beef fat. 

Agriculture Secretary Ann Veneman announced
sweeping regulatory changes intended to bolster confi-
dence among consumers and trading partners. She also
increased the number of cattle to be tested to determine
the prevalence of the disease, formally known as bovine
spongiform encephalopathy. 

Federal authorities killed more than 700 cattle in three
states as a precaution, including Madrigal’s calves. One

calf in the herd had been born to the infected cow weeks
earlier but was not tagged and could not be identified, so
the entire herd was killed. 

Many of the calves were just one week shy of being sold. 
“Before that, I was thinking I was going to have a nice

Christmas. After that, I spent nights awake,” Madrigal
said. “It was the first time to ever have that situation in
the United States, and I didn’t know what to expect.” 

Madrigal, 35, said the Agriculture Department paid
him fair market value for the calves in January before
shipping them offsite to be killed. It took him five
months and hundreds of miles in travel to fully rebuild
the herd, but he learned valuable lessons. 

“Now I keep control of what I’m being sold. I receive
a number for each cow, and I make sure all have ear tags.
Everything else is the same — the hard work is the
same,” he said with a smile. 

Already, his herd is larger than it was before mad cow
disease was discovered down the road. And U.S. con-
sumers barely missed a beat following the discovery. 

Cattle prices were at a record high last fall before the
mad cow announcement, at 97 cents per pound, up from
the 2002 average of 67 cents per pound. They remain
high now at about 85 cents per pound. 

“That’s probably been the most reassuring things
that’s happened over the past year,” said Jan Lyons, pres-
ident of the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association, an
industry group representing cattlemen, processors and
meat packers. “Before the BSE event on Dec. 23, we
really had no way of gauging what might happen. Now,
we have a historical perspective.”

NATIONAL
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DONATE Your Vehicle

Cars • Boats • RVs • Cars • Boats • RVs • Cars • Boats • RVs

American Red Cross
1-866-7REDCROSS

1 - 8 6 6 - 7 7 3 - 3 2 7 6

Donate before
December 31 to

deduct full
market value!

Get the maximum
tax advantage

in 2004.
Free pick up!

• Los Angeles/LAX
• Beverly Hills
• West Hollywood
• Century City
• Westwood
• Culver City
• Santa Monica

Why not make L.A.’s Best
Your Designated Driver?

EXPANDED FLEET & TERRITORY

273-6611

Beverly Hills Cab

(310)
(800)

Limousine Style Service at Taxicab Prices

3 1 0 . 6 5 6 . 6 2 4 3

Great investment building in a very growing aera of Los Angeles. Needs very little 
maintenance. DO NOT DISTURB TENANTS. No sign on property.

Bringing in $4250 P/MO in rents.

Offered at $549,000

CONTACT THOMAS KHAMMAR OR BRENT PARSONS

THOMAS (310) 943-7656 OR BRENT (310) 943-7657

PROPERTY OF THE WEEK 

4316 WALL ST, LOS ANGELES 90011 

BY RICHARD N. OSTLING 
AP Religion Writer 

To loyal Mormons, Joseph Smith Jr. was an American
prophet whose creed is preparing for Christ’s Second
Coming. To skeptics, he was a reprobate impostor — if a
remarkably successful one. 

Now as Smith’s Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints prepares to celebrate the bicentennial year of his
birth Dec. 23, 1805, the occasion will certainly renew
debates over one of America’s most important — and
wooliest — religious careers. 

The oft-persecuted Smith was hounded out of New York,
Ohio and Missouri, tarred and feathered, jailed and accused
of serious crimes. He repeatedly alienated close associates. 

In Illinois, he ruled a theocratic city-state as prophet,
mayor, chief judge and commander of a 5,000-man mili-
tia. In 1844, he was secretly anointed an earthly king
while campaigning for the U.S. presidency. When Smith
had officers pillage an opposition newspaper, he was
arrested, then murdered by a mob. 

Smith’s prophethood was founded upon his report
that, in 1827, an angel gave him golden plates inscribed
in an unknown language and buried near Palmyra, N.Y.
The plates told the history of Indians’ ancient ancestors,
who had migrated from Israel and were visited by Jesus.
Smith said God miraculously empowered him to under-

stand the language and dictate the Book of Mormon,
after which the angel retrieved the plates. 

Employing similar means, Smith revised — and in his
view corrected — large sections of the Bible. He also
produced writings attributed to biblical Abraham and 134
revelations of his own as latter-day scripture. 

Both Mormons and non-Mormons still argue over
Smith’s authenticity. 

Just last Sunday, a church tribunal in Utah disfellow-
shipped Grant Palmer, a retired teacher and executive for
classes the church provides to high school and college
students, because his “An Insider’s View of Mormon
Origins” says evidence for Smith’s claims is “either
nonexistent or problematic.” 

Palmer’s publisher, Signature Books, marked the
bicentennial with Dan Vogel’s equally skeptical “Joseph
Smith: The Making of a Prophet,” which contends that
Smith wrote the Book of Mormon from his imagination
and life experiences. 

Church bicentennial doings include an authorized
Book of Mormon publication by secular Doubleday —
though last year’s University of Illinois Press “reader’s
edition” is more useful for non-Mormons. 

Other upcoming events: a Library of Congress sym-
posium; volume one in the vast “Joseph Smith Papers”
series; and a new Smith film for visitors to the church’s
Salt Lake City headquarters.

American prophet’s birthday
renews debate over his legacy

Go ahead and have a cow, man 
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Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

B r u c e  R u d m a n

11301 Olympic Boulevard, Suite 541
Los Angeles, CA 90064

T

F

E

310.393.2727
928.222.9992
Bruce@Architects-Engineers.net

B r u c e R u d m a n

A r c h i t e c t s + E n g i n e e r s

IS YOUR RETIREMENT PLAN
AGING GRACEFULLY?

WE LIVE WHERE YOU LIVE.®

Keep your money hard at work, with
401(k) rollovers, TSAs, annuities and
more. Call me to get started today.

Troy Wilson Lic.#: 0D75687
2451 Santa Monica Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA
310.315.1955

Providing Insurance and Financial Services  •  statefarm.com®

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE.®

State Farm Life Insurance Company; In NY and WI – State Farm Life and Accident Assurance
Company; Bloomington, IL. Annuities and other products offered by State Farm affiliates are not
FDIC insured, not guaranteed by State Farm Bank, and are subject to investment risk, including
possible loss of principal. Consult your tax or legal advisor for specific advice.

PostTel Now Offers

SECURE
DOCUMENT
SHREDDING

BY THE
POUND

Shred it and forget it!

PostTel Business Center
2118 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica

(310) 828-8645
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Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

Business Opportunities
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Health and Beauty
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Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Obituaries

$350 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.  
Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 38,600.

CCLLAASSSSIIFFIIEEDDSS

NOTARY PUBLIC Siminars
Start a High Paying New Career

Earn $50+ per hour
Child Visitation Monitor Training Seminar

Saturday, January 8, 2005 9am – 4pm
Santa Monica College – 1900 Pico Blvd, Santa Monica 

Make a difference in a child’s life. Obtain a certificate in only 6 hrs. You will be trained in: 
•Child Safety •Ending Visits Early •Laws & Penal Codes •How to Document 

•Parental Alienation •Basic Self-defense •The Batterer as Parent ... and much, much more.

Completion of this class will qualify you for possible employment by a Monitor Placement Service. 

Register early. This class will fill up fast. Call SMC 310.434.3400 for info.
Registration fee is paid directly to Santa Monica College.

UNITED STATES CENSUS BUREAU
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

HIRING
FIELD REPRESENTATIVE

$11.43 TO $12.88
(Varies by Location)

If you are a self-starter, enjoy meeting people,
available to work days, evenings, and weekends,

this is a challenging, but rewarding job.
*U.S. Citizenship Required            

*Must have Valid Driver’s License 
*Must have use of an automobile  

*Must have telephone line            
*Minimum 18 years old                

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

1-800-992-3529 
US Census Bureau

UNITED STATES CENSUS BUREAU
EMPLOYMENT OPPURTUNITIES

HIRING 
FIELD REPRESENTATIVES

$11.43 TO $12.88
(Varies by Location)

If you are a self-starter, enjoy
meeting people, available to work

days, evenings, and weekends, this
is a challenging, but rewarding job.

•U.S Citizenship Required
• Must have Valid Driver’s License
•Must have use of an automobile

•Must have telephone line
•Minimum 18 years old

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

1-800-992-3529

Condos for Sale
PACIFIC PALISADES 2bd/2ba Condo 
remodeled, quiet, views, balcony, 
hardwood floors, pool, garage. 
$699,000 (818) 343-8950 owner.

Employment
#1 INVESTMENT 2004-Gold 60K-400K 
commissions. Est. 1960, Forbes 400 
Co. hiring Sales Profs (trading exp/lic 
not req-paid training) No cold 
calling/casual dress. Free Health, 
Dental, Vision, Life & Parking. Santa 
Monica, Goldline.com (310) 319-0313 
(24 hrs)
APPOINTMENT SCHEDULING service 
needs P/T employees work from 
home. Strong computer & phone skills 
call Tom (310) 450-9049

ATTENTION ACTORS and other 
creatives. Support a comforta-

ble lifestyle while pursuing your 
dreams. see: www.theglobal-
mediagroup.com/jobinfo.htm 

and/or call Paul 
(213) 251-9100

AUTO SHOP Helper and Driver. Must 
have good driving record, semi-retired 
person welcomed. Fax resume (310) 
319-9189
AUTO TECH NEEDED $2000 bonus for 
right Tech. ASE a must. Fax resume 
(310) 319-9189
AVON***AVON***AVON*** Call Cindy 
( 3 1 0 ) 5 3 1 - 5 0 5 5
www.youravon.com/clodato

Employment
PROGRESSIVE PRE-SCHOOL

PROGRESSIVE PRE-SCHOOL
SEEKS AFTERNOON TEACHER
Venice Parents Daycare and Pre-school is a
progressive, non-profit, parent cooperative
school for children aged 2-5 on the Westside.
We are seeking an afternoon teacher for four
days a week, hours from 1-6. We are looking
for a loving, imaginative, inspired teacher to
help us provide the best preschool experience
possible. The ideal candidate works well with
others, is flexible and communicates well with
children and adults. In addition, candidates
should have some familiarity with and favor-
able feelings for cooperative education. For
more information or questions please call
Kari at (310) 306-9993.

DENTAL/ORTHODONTIC OFFICE
Appointment Coordinator & 

Chairside Assistant. Seeking 
very special people. We value 

good communication skills. We 
stress personal development 

through continuing education, 
full participation with our team, 
and a strong involvement with 
our patients. Prior experience 

not essential. If you are seeking 
a real opportunity to grow and 

fulfill you potential, call 
(310) 546-5097

DOOR PERSON NEEDED, weekends, 
P/T in Santa Monica. Cordial, profes-
sional, able to follow procedure, also 
climb stairs for security checks. Bar-
ron   (310) 394-4638

Employment
DO YOU want a new career? One 
where your work makes a difference, 
and provides the benefits and ad-
vancement opportunities you desire? 
Then there’s a perfect opportunity on 
your career horizon at Sunrise Senior 
Living. We are the premier provider of 
senior care in the US, and one of the 
most rapidly growing companies in 
the country. Our Sunrise of Santa 
Monica community has the following 
opportunity:
CONCIERGE, Part-time
Greet visitors, handle calls and con-
cerns for residents, monitor the Bistro 
area for cleanliness and availability of 
refreshments, and assist with clerical 
duties. Requires a positive, upbeat in-
dividual with excellent communica-
tion, customer service and organiza-
tional skills.
In addition to the opportunity to serve 
others, we offer competitive pay and 
excellent benefits, including medical, 
dental, vision and 401(k). For consid-
eration, please email resume to 
SantaMonica.AA@sunriseseniorliv-
ing.com.EOE, M/F/D/V. 

DRIVER P/T. Deliveries w/own vehicle 
SM & LA. Excellent pay, flexible hours, 
independent contractor (888) 836-
3247
EXPERIENCED SALESPERSON needed 
F/T at Harari 1406 Montana. Apply 
within or call Lisa @ (310) 260-1204
F/T ADMIN/EXECUTIVE Assistant. Cas-
ual S.M. office. Strong Word & Excel. 
Access and graphics a plus. $15-
$17/hr doe. Fax resume to (310) 394-
3539
FIGURE MODEL wanted. Fit female 
model wanted for figure drawing by 
artist. No experience necessary. Call 
(818) 501-0266
FOR RENT: 3 Hair stations and facial 
room. Hair barber too. $125/wk. 2106 
Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica. 
(310) 829-5944
GET FIT! Get paid! New fitness com-
pany $144K+ First year. Brian 
(888) 385-9180

MINUTEMAN Parking seeks valet 
parkers. Experience preferred, no 
placement agency. (310) 214-1888

NATIONAL BARTENDERS

BARTEND

• 1 or 2 week training
• Nationwide job placement

Financing Available
National Bartenders School

310-996-1377
www.nationalbartenders.com

EARN
$150-400

DAILY

P/T SALES Cruise & tour pkgs. 
37yr old Co. near LAX. 
Flex 30hrs/ some wknds base + 
comm. No cold calling. Pd TNG Aaron 
@ (310) 649-3820 x7157

Place an employment ad today! 
Call Mirella 

@ (310) 458-7737 ext 114 
mirella@smdp.com

RADIO PUBLICITY or music air play 
sales person. Full commission, P/T in 
Santa Monica (818) 905-8038 ext:55
WORK FROM home or anywhere. Earn 
EXTRA income for the holidays- $500-
$1000/P/T, $2000-$7500/F/T 
www.livingsecureforever.com 
(888) 249-7411
RELIEVE MANAGER, P/T position avail-
able, 2 days a week. DL Storage 
(310) 450-1515 fax resume 
(310) 450-1532

Employment
RECRUITING FOR an International For-
tune 500 Company Ranked as the 22 
fastest growing company in N. Ameri-
ca and the 2nd most profitable. (INC 
Magazine) Looking to Identify 3 moti-
vated, entrepreneurial minded, indi-
viduals, with a winning mentality and 
a hunger for success who are used to 
thinking "outside the box." Team 
building, leadership qualities and 
building business relationships with 
the right mental mindset is key. Salar-
ies and incomes are limited only by 
YOU. This company offers 6 and 7 fig-
ure incomes to the right people. Con-
tact David at "Worldwide Recruiting.” 
(310) 393-6925

RETAIL MANAGER
& Sales Associates
Santa Monica Store

Put your love of travel & your friendly 
personality to work for the industry 
leader in travel supplies/clothing.  We 
carry unique, high-quality travel prod-
ucts that you’ll love to sell.  FT posi-
tion for experienced Retail Manager & 
FT/PT openings for customer service 
oriented Sales Assoc.  Women’s cloth-
ing sales & travel experience a plus.  
Fax resume to 805-568-5406 or e-
mail to hr@magellans.com.

AMERICA’S LEADING SOURCE OF TRAVEL SUPPLIES
www.magellans.com

For Sale

CHRISTMAS GIFTS! Hand knitted 
scarfs are soft and beautiful. Call 
Lora (310) 450-7477

HOT TUB 2004 Model. Neck jets. 
Therapy Seat. Warranty, never used. 
Can deliver worth $5700, sell for 
$1750 (818) 785-9043

Furniture
WHITE SLEEPER couch/$650; dinning 
room table +4 chairs/$450; coffee ta-
ble/$250; side tables/$90; lamps/$80; 
big arm chair/$500; Picasso/$500; 
Chagall/$500 (310) 980-9712

Pets
MALTESE PUPS. Registered male and 
female. Baby doll face. (323) 823-
1803; (661) 675-6371 Call Kelly
YORKIES WWW.WORLDKENNEL-
USA.COM (323) 823-1803; (661) 675-
6371. Call Kelly.

Vehicles for sale
1998 VW Jetta GLX, automatic 75kmi, 
airbags, ABS, AC, PS, tilt, asking price 
$8,900 (323) 839-3039
2003 MERCEDES C-240 Loaded, CD 
changer, sun-roof, chrome wheels, 
mint condition! Forrest Green, Beige 
interior $24,750 D. Keasbey 
(310) 266-6327

Vehicles for sale

CLAUDE SHORT Auto Sales - Low end

‘99 VW BEETLE
Leather, Low miles

VIN 437630  $7,995

‘91 CADILLAC SEVILE STS
Local car, Affordable
VIN 801616  $2,995

‘02 FORD THINK
ELECTRIC CAR

No gas needed!  Only 52 miles
VIN 1050861  $4,995

‘02 CHEVROLET SILVERADO
2500 4x4 “12” Lift, Low miles

VIN 165424  $36,995

‘98 CHRYSLER SEBRING
CONVERTIBLE
New Tires, Clean Car

VIN 286770 REDUCED $7,995

‘99 FORD F-250 4X4
SUPERCAB

New Tires
VIN C52180  $12,995

Claude Short
Auto Sales Dealer

2501 Lincoln Blvd. in Venice

(310) 395-3712

CHEVROLET BUICK

SANTA MONICA AUTO GROUP

3223 Santa Monica Blvd. 
Santa Monica, CA 90404

310 828 4424

‘03 Buick Rendezvous
CX Sport Utility 4D

V6 3.4 Liter, Automatic,
CD,Premium sound, Onstar,
Front Side Air Bags, Traction

Control Leather, Privacy Glass,
Premium Wheels

(3S578602)

NEW! MSRP $33,120
SALE + TAX, LIC $27,860

‘03 Chevrolet Express
Van 1500 Passenger

V8 5.3 Liter Automatic, 8
Passenger, A/C, Rear Air, Cruise

Control, ABS (4-wheel)
(431237627)

NEW! MSRP $31,035
SALE + TAX, LIC $25,624

‘03 Honda Civic LX
Sedan 4D

Automatic, A/C, C/D, Dual Front
Air Bags

(3H563435)

SALE + TAX, LIC $15,995

‘01 Volkswagen
Passat GLS Wagon 4D
Tiptronic Auto Trans, A/C, C/D,
Front Side Air Bags, Traction

Control, Moon Roof
(1E167336)

SALE + TAX, LIC $15,995

‘00 Ford Expedition
Sport Utility 4D

V85.4 Liter, Automatic, Eddie
Bauer, Multi C/D, Leather,

Privacy Glass
(YLB09537)

SALE + TAX, LIC $16,995

02’ Chevrolet
Corvette Coupe 2D

V8 5.7 Liter 6 Speed Manual,
multi CD, Traction control,
Leather, Dual Power Seats

(114261)

SALE + TAX, LIC $29,995

S A N TA  M O N I C A
C H E V R O L E T  B U I C K

0% Financing for 72
months available on
ALL NEW 04 Chevy &
Buick Models O.A.C.

Instruction
REASONABLY PRICED computer 
classes. Open enrollment. Venice 
Skills Center (310) 392-4153

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737
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EVER WONDER

Ever wonder?
About the people in your old family photos?

(310) 387-4650  familytreelines@aol.com

HUGO POLL Spa

Pool and Spa Repairs

*Maintenance*Acid Washes*

*Filters*Spa Covers*Repairs*

***Spa Removals***

(310)306-6970

Free estimates
Westside only La County Lic # T4718

TOYOTA TUNDRA

Tundra 2005

V6-245 HP/5000 Towing Capacity
Long Bed 17/22 MPG/AUTO/AC
VIN# 5S47A048  Stock# 5770020

All “New” 2005 Tacomas Here Now
CALL MGR DIRECT MICHAEL OR MARK

1 (888) 203-8029

*After $1,000 Rebate, on approved credit 700+Fica Score
+ plus tax, lic, and doc

801 Santa Monica Blvd.
on the corner of Lincoln

*$15,995

Or Lease for $194 per Mo*
48 Months, $1,000 total to start.

Culinary
CHOICE CHEFS

- Cooking Lessons
- Meal Preparations

310 458 2891

Services
PAINTING TOP QUALITY  A&A 
custom,Interior And Exterior . Free 
Quote. Jeff Arrieta (310)560-9864.
BEST MOVERSBEST MOVERS

No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193  (310) 300-9194

HOME THEATER AND MUSIC: system 
design, installation and troubleshoot-
ing. 16 years experience with 
audio/video systems, satellite, cable, 
telephone and computer networks. 
(310) 450-6540.

Services
A.C. CONSTRUCTION com-
mercial & residential remodel. 
Honest and Reliable. Free esti-
mates. Call (310)278-5380. 
Fax: (310)271-4790. Lic# 
801884 Fully insured.

A/C CONSTRUCTION
Beverly Hills/Beverlywood

General Contractor
Residential Remodel &

Home Improvement
Honest • Reliable

FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

4: HOME Delivery

HOME
DELIVERY

1840 14TH ST. SANTA MONICA (310) 393-9393

Open M-F: 8AM-5PM

WESTSIDE GUYS
Full Service Handymen

(310) 266-6346
WESTSIDE GUYS
Full Service Handymen

CARPENTRY, ELEC., PAINT, ETC...
TERMITE AND DRY ROT REPAIR

BOB 35/HR (310) 266-6348
CALEB 25/HR (310) 409-3244

GRANITE COUNTERTOPS travertine 
from $2.49/sq ft. up to 50% less than 
home depot!!! eskandaristone.com
(310) 945-5799

GRANITE COUNTERTOPS

UP TO 50% LESS
THAN HOME DEPOT!!!!
TRAVERTINE FROM $2.49/SQFT

ESKANDARISTONE.COM (310) 945-5799

Services
MERRY MAIDS

BONDED AND INSURED

CLEANING AMERICAN
HOMES SINCE 1979

(310) 656-6243

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups, 

unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and 
other home/office paper

management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL
ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
(310) 274-4988

Member: National Association of
Professional Organizers

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,

unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and 
other home/office paper 

management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL 
ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

“JENNY CAN CLEAN-IT”
fast, reliable. We take care of your 
cleaning, own transportation. $40 
(818)705-0297.

ONE HOUR Alterations, 
hemming, jeans, pants, skirts, etc. 
Made by professional Call
Michael (310) 980-2674 

PAINTING/WALLPAPER
PAINTING, Wallpaper Removal & In-
stallation, Wall Texturing, Free Esti-
mates! Glenn’s Wall Service  310-
686-8505

SOURCE 1Let us secure your
guest list this holiday

season.

(310) 453-1100  
www.source1security.com

STATE LICENSED 
LIABILITY INSURED
LIC#PPO 15060 

Source 1 Security, Inc.
t/a 1 Source Security

WHEN YOU Get Ready To Fix 
Up, Call Us!Ned Parker Con-
struction Painting, Carpentry, 
Roofing, Concrete, Electrical
Bonded And Insured Lic # 
658986 323)871-8869

When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!

NED PARKER 
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured • Lic#658-486
PAINTING • CARPENTRY • ROOFING

CONCRETE • ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869

Computer Services
COMPUTER HELP: Your Office or 
Home. Computer Tune-Up. Microsoft 
Word, Excel, Powerpoint, Quickbooks 
POS. Internet Navigation. Software In-
stallation. Virus removal. (310) 207-
3366 (310) 801-6845

PPrroommoottee  yyoouurr    bbuussiinneessss  iinn  tthhee  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa Instruction
RIDING LESSONS

Call JD Gath
(310) 871-1631

Only minutes from Santa Monica

Riding Lessons
Beginner to Intermediate
Western: Arena & Trails

Personal, one-on-one lessons

Wanted

Retired Minnesota woman 
looking to rent a room or 
Studio apartment for the 

month of January. 
Please call 

(310) 365-1753

WANTED: OLD INDIAN ITEMS 
Baskets, Rugs, Pots, Kachinas 

Jewelry, Bead work, 
Western Paintings 

(310) 577-8555; (310) 375-3160

For Rent
APARTMENT FOR rent. Upper front, 
large 1bdrm, new carpet & paint. 
$1300/mo Corner of Colorado and 
Franklin in SM. (310) 271-9806
BRENTWOOD ADJACENT, luxury 
2bedroom 2bath, fireplace, A/C, dish-
washer, gated parking. No pets, non-
smoker $1485/mo (310) 477-6767
ATTENTION SENIORS Housing Oppor-
tunity Low income senior apartment 
complex in Santa Monica is taking ap-
plication for Efficiency apartment. 
Must be 62 years of age or older. Max 
income is $33,300 for one person. To 
receive more information and a pre-
application, send a self addressed 
stamped envelope to Santa Monica 
Christian Towers, 1233 Sixth Street, 
Santa Monica, Ca 90401, or call 
(310) 394-3017. Completed pre-ap-
plications must be returned to Santa 
Monica Christian Towers. All approved 
and completed applications will be 
placed on the waiting list for future 
vacancies. Equal Housing Opportunity.

Attention Seniors
Housing Opportunity

Low income senior apartments 
complex in Santa Monica is taking

application for Efficiency apartments.
Must be 62 years of age or older. Max
income is $33,300 for one person. To

receive more information and a 
pre-application, send self addressed
stamped enveloped to Santa Monica
Christian Towers, 1233 Sixth Street,
Santa Monica, Ca. 90401, or call

(310) 394-3017. Completed 
pre-application must be returned to
Santa Monica Christian Towers. All

approved and completed applications
will be placed on the waiting list for

future vacancies.

Equal Housing Opportunity

The BEST
RENTALS
inVENICE
ELLY NESIS CO. INC
(310) 396-4443

ellynesis.com

FOR RENT

SANTA MONICA LUXURY 
CONDO WALK TO BEACH & 

MONTANA SHOPS

SANTA MONICA  
$3450, 2 bed, 2 bath condo, 

approx 1500 SF, 
stove, dishwasher, washer & dryer, 
gated entry & parking (2 spaces), 

LARGE patio, 818 6th St., 
to view call

Roque & Mark 310-828-7525

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee 
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Company. 
2111 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica, CA 
90403.
LADERA HIGHTS $625/mo Single. Car-
pets, stove, blinds, laundry, parking. 
No pets. (323) 290-1699
LARGE WEST L.A. single with balcony, 
large kitchen and lots of storage. 1 
carport parking, laundry rm, close to 
everything. 1220 S. Barrington Av. 
$950. 1 year lease, no pets. No smok-
ing (310) 466-9256

MAR VISTA Large single @ 3743 
McLaughlin Ave. w/new kitchen, car-
pet and paint on upper floor. Great 
west side location, near freeway. 
1year lease no pets. New lower price!: 
$745 (310) 466-9256

SANTA MONICA $1200/mo 1bdrm 
1bath. 2blocks to beach. Cat OK, re-
frigerator, stove, carpets. (310) 395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com

For Rent
MDR ADJACENT 2+2 @ 2724 Abbot 
Kinney, gated building with gated, 
parking. Newer building with court-
yard area, quiet neighborhood. Laun-
dry & parking, 1 year lease, no pets, 
no smoking. $1550 (310) 578-9729

MDR ADJACENT Studio @ 2724 Ab-
bot Kinney. Gated building with gated 
parking. Newer building with court-
yard area, quiet neighborhood. Laun-
dry, parking, 1 year lease, no pets. 
$995 (310) 578-9729

MDR ADJACENT. Beautiful contempo-
rary 2Bd, 2.5Ba 2-story townhome @ 
2500 Abbot Kinney w/fireplace, high 
ceilings, gated entry and 2 car gated 
parking. Dishwasher, laundry facili-
ties, 1 year lease, no pets. $1750 
(310) 466-9256

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

RENTALS  AVAILABLE

NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA MONICA

1018 Grant     $995
Lower single, hardwood

floors, large kitchen, stove

117 Strand    $1450
Upper 1 bed, steps to the

beach! New carpet, remod-
eled kitchen

938 10th St. $1495
Upper 2 bed,  1 1/2 baths,

new carpet, balcony, laundry
rm

2604 28th St. $1495
Upper 2 bed, 2 bath, new

carpet & blinds

847 6th St. $1995
Front upper 2 bed, 1 1/2

baths, new carpet, freshly
painted

WEST LA
1311 Federal, $1025

Bright front upper 1 bed, high
ceilings, close to

Wilshe/UCLA

1306 Armacost, $1095
Lower 1 bed, new stove,

dishwasher, patio, laundry
room

SALES • RENTALS 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO TO
WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

2802 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-828-7525

SANTA MONICA $1100/mo 1bdrm 
1bath. W/C pet, refrigerator, stove, 
dishwasher, controlled access, laun-
dry. (310) 395-RENT www.westsider-
entals.com
SANTA MONICA $1150/mo furnished 
1bdrm 1bath. No pets, refrigerator, 
stove, controlled access, laundry. 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com
SANTA MONICA $1195/mo 1bdrm 
1bath. No pets, stove, laundry, quiet 
neighborhood, parking included. 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com

SANTA MONICA $1225/mo 1bdrm 
1bath. No pets, new carpets, new li-
noleum, new stove. (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $625/mo Bachelor 
1bath. No pets, laundry, no kitchen, 

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737
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LACTOSE INTOLERANT Study

For Rent
non-smoking unit, utilities. (310) 395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $650/mo 1bdrm 
1bath. No pets, parking included. 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com
SANTA MONICA $750/mo Studio 
1bath. No pets, refrigerator, patio, 
controlled access, carpets, utilities. 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com
SANTA MONICA $770/mo Studio 
1bath, 3blocks to beach. No pets, re-
frigerator, carpets, utilities. (310) 395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $875/mo partially fur-
nished studio 1bath. No pets, refriger-
ator, stove, carpet, blinds. (310) 395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com
VENICE $795/MO unfurnished bache-
lor. Steps to Venice beach! Dorm style 
living. Free parking space, common 
area restrooms & showers, on site 
laundry, no pets, Owner sponsored 
barbecue twice a month. Close to ev-
erything, bus service to many cam-
puses. Lease & security deposit re-
quired. Contact Edward Romero 
(310) 399-1166 or 
sunnibill@juno.com

VENICE BEACH sunny bachelor 1 
block from beach. 50 Breeze Ave. 
Hardwood floors. Very clean. Gated 
building. Fresh Paint - 1 year lease, 
no pets. $895 (310) 466-9256
VENICE BEACHFRONT luxury condo 
3 Bed, 3.5 bath @ 2917 Ocean Front 
Walk with amazing ocean and moun-
tain views, 2 car gated parking, Gour-
met Kitchen, spa style bathroom and 
much more. Must see to appreciate. 1 
year lease, no pets. $4850. 
(310) 466-9256
WESTCHESTER 2+1 $1250/mo 6707 
W. 86th Place. Stove, microwave, 
dishwasher, carpets, blinds, laundry, 
gated parking. No pets (310) 578-
7512
VENICE BOARDWALK-FRONT singles 

For Rent
@ 2 Breeze Ave. Renovated 4-story 
brick building w/ lots of charm, full 
kitchens & bathrooms, exposed brick. 
Laundry, water, and gas heat paid. 
1year lease, no pets, no smoking. 
$895 (310) 401-2583

VENICE VERY nice, sunny studio @ 30 
Horizon Ave. 1/2 block from beach, 
large closet. 1 year lease, no pets, no 
smoking. (310) 466-9256 $925

VENICE: SINGLE 1bath $1000/mo. 
Stove, hardwood floors, laundry, park-
ing, small dog ok w/ deposit. 16 Out-
rigger Street #D (310) 578-7512

WLA $1350/MO 2bdrm 1bath upper. 
Parking, new stove, balcony, large 
closets, no pets. Available 12-1 
(310) 991-2694

Houses For Rent
S.M. SUNSET Park, $4500mo
2 story 5+4 plus den w/ sep. entry
Living Rm w/HW flrs & FP. 3000+ sqft
Close to Marine Park & Penmar G.C.  
Cavanaugh RE: 310-837-7161

Roommates
COLLEGE PROFESSOR seeks 
room/private bath/entrance to rent. 
Non-smoker/non-drinker. Dr. Marla 
Schick @ (619) 889-6989

MAR VISTA: 2room live-in office suite. 
500sqft total w/seperate entrance. At-
tached to quiet 1family residence. 1/2 
bath, share kitchen, easy street park-
ing, 5 minutes to 405 & 10 freeways 
$750/mo (310) 397-4553

Commercial Lease
DOWNTOWN SANTA MONICA Seper-
ate Private Office A/C, Approx. 280 
sq/ft, Windows 310-394-3645

SANTA MONICA, 1404 3rd Street 
Promenade 2nd Floor Office over 
looking the Promenade. 985sqft 
$2600/mo, utilities included. D. Keas-
bey  @ (310) 477-3192

Commercial Lease
OFFICE FOR lease $1600sqft. Private 
restroom w/ shower. Underground 
parking 2nd floor. 11949 Jefferson 
Blvd. Suite 103. Open house week-

ends. Call Mercedes (310) 827-3873

Office for Lease
1,600 Sq. Ft.

✰Private Restroom w/Shower
✰Underground parking 2nd floor

11949 Jefferson Blvd
Suite 103

Open House Weekends
Call Mercedes

(310) 827-3873

CULVER CITY/LOS Angeles Adj: Office 
space $1000-$1200/mo. 2/3 rooms 
w/kitchen 1bath. 10307 Washington 
Blvd., Suites #A&#B. Contact: 
(310) 541-3144 or (310) 780-3354. 
Office space open for viewing daily 
9am-6pm.

NAI CAPITAL Commercial
(310)440-8500

Christina S. Porter
Vice President

310-440-8500 x.104

Flex Space for Lease
1610 Colorado Ave. SM

Approximately 8,800 SF divisible to
4,400. / .75¢ psf, nnn

(310) 806-6104

SANTA MONICA 1334 Lincoln Blvd. 
750 sqft $1500/mo Includes utilities, 
private patio & parking   D. Keasbey  
(310) 477-3192
SANTA MONICA Aprox 775sq/ft 
$1000/mo office. Mixed use space. 
Lots of parking. 3306 Pico (310) 880-
8483

Commercial Lease
SANTA MONICA Creative office space 
2812 Santa Monica Blvd. 385sq/ft to 
2570sqft. Par commercial (310) 395-
2663 ext101.

SM/WLA APPROX. 300sqft and
1200sqft office space. Short/ long 
term, negotiable (310) 820-1561 

VENICE BEACH commercial space at 
1301 Main St. great floor plans, pri-
vate patio, lot parking available. Start-
ing at $1450. One  year lease. 
(310) 466-9256

WAREHOUSE SPACE 1300sq/ft 
Includes 1 office and bathroom; 
Lease for 6-24/mo @$2300/mo 
Includes roll-up door+4 parking 

spaces. Located in S.M.
Colorado & Yale.

Quiet, safe & accessible.
Tom (310) 612-0840

Real Estate
BULLDOG REALTYBULLDOG REALTORS

1501 Main Street, suite 106 Venice, CA 90291
ince@bulldogrealtors.com

Are you
ready to

Buy or Sell?
LORI DAVETTE INCE
(310) 380-0830
CELL: (310) 503-3482

CLSS - P: Where to TurnWhere to Turn
When Your

Home
Doesn’t Sell

Read this Free Report
before relisting your home,
and discover 4 critical issues

to ensure that your home sells
fast and for top dollar.

Free recorded message
1-800-000-000, 

ID# 1019.
www.matillarealty.com 1-888-465-4534

EL SEGUNDO - Coming soon. New 
construction. 1,400sqft retail and 
2bdrm 2bath Loft. 1,800sqft total. 
300sqft roof top Call Matt (310) 864-
9034
HERMOSA BEACH Shopping Center 
Anchored by a major restaurant. Cen-
ter includes medical group, salon, Pi-

Real Estate
lates studio, boutique, office suites. 
6% cap rate $7,050,000 (310) 396-
1947

MANHATTAN BEACH – New Listing 
24,000 square feet of land, prime lo-
cation, signalized corner. Fantastic 
opportunity! Just reduced! 
$2,125,000 Anthony’s Restaurant - El 
Segundo City Landmark comes with 
land, improvements, and business. 22 
year lease left on parking lot and pa-
tio. $2,000 per month with no in-
creases Gross business. $575,000 
annually. $1,099,000 (310) 396-1947

WANTED
COMMERCIAL real estate on 
Main Street in Santa Monica

WANTED
RESIDENTIAL property in Ocean 
Park and Sunset Park. I have 
qualified buyers ready to buy. 
Call Matt (310) 864-9034

Massage
A -1Hour Vacation. Body, Mind & Spi-
rit with a full-body therapeutic Swed-
ish/Deep-tissue massage. Lora 
(310) 394-2923  (310) 569-0883.

A RELAXING MASSAGE, tailored to 
you by certified athletic male. 
Out calls, special rate $49 between 
9am-3pm, M-F (310) 894-2443

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your 
body, mind, spirit.  Therapeutic, 
Swedish, Deep-tissue. Energy balanc-
ing. Strictly non-sexual. Introductory 
specials from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, 
L.M.T. (310) 749-0621

FULL BODY Swedish to light fingertip 
massage by classy European thera-
pist. Serious callers only. (310) 826-
7271.

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and ten-
der relaxing bodywork by mature Eu-
ropean. Professional Lady Sonja 
(310) 397-0433.

“GIVE YOURSELF a gift of touch” An-
gela (310) 430-5504

LOOKING FOR Therapist to trade non-
sexual Swedish bodywork near the 
Promenade, Paul (310) 741-1901

Restore Muscle Tone
Relieve tightness & pain

Increase flexibility & strength. 
Located downtown S.M. 

(310) 930-5884 www.nydoo.com

SHIATSU FAN? Try Gina’s signature 
massage. Tailor-made just for your 
body’s needs. Cell: 626.437.4721

STRONG & NURTURING MASSAGE by 
Fitness Trainer. $40/hr. No time limit. 
Paul  (310) 741-1901.

THAI YOGA massage by Thai woman 
in West LA. pnthaiyogamassage.com 
(310) 645-2702

THERAPEUTIC RELAXING mas-
sage. Swedish, Thai, and Deep 
Tissue. Call Cynthia (310) 397-

0199

Business Opps
SAVE HOMEOWNERS from foreclo-
sure. Multi-million dollar market. Start 
making money now! No experience 
necessary. (323) 467-3399

Health/Beauty

DIET
MAGIC

Totally Controls Appetite 
Gives Tremendous Energy

Lose Weight Like Crazy

100% Money Back Guarantee

30 Day Programs
Start At $38

(888) 249-7397
www.antiagingdepot.com

(888) 249-7397

DR. LUCAS
Chiropractic &
Accupuncture

Victoria D. Lucas
D.C., LAc. QME

Vita Wellness
MAXIMUM FAMILY CARE IN ONE LOCATION

310-449-1222
2222 Santa Monica Blvd.• Ste. 203 • Santa Monica, CA 90404

EXCELLENT WEIGHT loss and skin 
products. Great business opportunity. 
Herbalife Independent distributor, per-
sonalized to you. (310) 920-1103

MEDICAL MARIJUANA
REFERRALS

Doctor Referrals. 
Dispensary locations. 
Call us. We can help. 
Green Medicine Group 

(323) 243-8158
www.greenmedicalgroup.org

Fitness

ROY ROCCO
Personal Trainer

(310) 699-3870 - (310) 471-9506
310 699-3870           310 471-9506

PROFESSIONAL TRAINER from Europe. 
Personally will take car of nutrition, 
aerobics, & workout. Roy (310) 699-
3870

Lost & Found

LOST YOUR WATCH?
Expensive watch found on 

Burlingame Ave. adjacent to 
Brentwood C.C. last Sunday after-
noon, Dec. 12. Owner can retrieve 

by identifying make and model. 
Contact Robbie at the Santa Moni-

ca Daily Press: (310) 458-7737
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Hurry! Last Day December 30th!!

By The Associated Press

LONDON — Organizers of the Whitbread Book of the
Year Award have named Hugh Grant to the panel of
judges for the 2004 prize. 

Sponsor Whitbread PLC announced Wednesday that
the 44-year-old star of “Four Weddings and a Funeral”
and “Notting Hill” would join a panel that includes
broadcasters Trevor McDonald and Mariella Frostrup,
lawmaker Michael Portillo and Lord Hattersley, a for-
mer deputy leader of the Labour Party. 

On the award’s Web site, Grant — who studied
English at Oxford University — cited Kingsley Amis’
“Lucky Jim,” Philip Roth’s “Portnoy’s Complaint,”
Vladimir Nabokov’s “Speak, Memory” and “The
Blessing” by Nancy Mitford as his favorite books. 

The annual Whitbread Book Awards were estab-
lished in 1971 and are Britain’s longest-running literary
competition. They are open to residents of Britain and
the Republic of Ireland. 

Winners in each of five categories — novel, first
novel, biography, poetry and children’s book — will be
announced Jan. 6. One of the five, selected by Grant and
his fellow judges, will win the $58,000 book of the year
prize on Jan. 25. 

Previous celebrity judges have included model Jerry
Hall and actor Ralph Fiennes. 

DALLAS — Motley Crue singer Vince Neil is accused
of knocking out an employee of a Dallas nightclub after
a disagreement over sound levels during a concert. 

An arrest warrant for misdemeanor assault was
issued Wednesday for Neil in the fight at Gilley’s Dallas
during an Oct. 30 show. 

Gilley’s soundman Michael Talbert was knocked
unconscious by a punch allegedly thrown by Neil that
pushed him to the floor. A CAT scan showed a mild
concussion, Talbert told The Dallas Morning News for
a story in Thursday’s editions. 

According to a police report attached to the warrant,
the singer motioned for more guitar volume but bolted
across the stage as Talbert adjusted it. The affidavit said
Neil jumped onto the soundboard, kicked at Talbert,
then punched him in the face. 

The soundman was knocked unconscious for about
45 seconds, the warrant said. 

Motley Crue members have announced a reunion
tour that will bring the band to Nokia Theatre in Grand
Prairie on March 17. 

Dallas police and prosecutors said if Neil doesn’t
contact them about the warrant, they probably will wait
to act on it when he returns to the area. 

Police had given the 43-year-old singer a criminal-
trespass warning before he left the club and headed to
Houston for a Halloween show. 

SHANGHAI, China — Former Spice Girl Victoria
Beckham is starring in a public service television
announcement that urges Chinese to show more love
and care for children stricken with leukemia. 

Beckham, wife of England soccer captain David
Beckham, is appearing in a 60-second TV spot with 10
young Shanghai leukemia patients, the Shanghai Daily
said Thursday, citing the Shanghai Charity Foundation. 

“What Victoria displays to the public is not only her
personal charm as an international superstar but also the
image of a loving mother,” spokesman Ma Zhongqi was
quoted as saying. 

Ma said his foundation, which has raised about $120
million for some 50 charity projects, hoped to invite
other international celebrities to participate in events. 

Actor Grant booked as judge in literary contest

RUN YOUR DBAs IN THE DAILY PRESS FOR ONLY $80.
INCLUDES FILING FEE, RECEIPT AND PROOF OF PUBLICATION. CALL US TODAY @ (310) 458-7737


