
It’s undecided who will
be asked to help
improve mall’s economy
BY ANDREW H. FIXMER
Special to the Daily Press

The responsibility of rebuilding the
Third Street Promenade into the strong
economic engine it once was will rest
with just a handful of people.

But the make-up of the group that will
ultimately steer the Third Street
Promenade out of the treacherous waters
it is now navigating has not yet been
decided. And there is concern among
some business representatives that not all
voices will be heard when the new “task
force” is formed.

City officials say they are almost done
with blueprints for the new Third Street
Promenade task force, which will be

charged with finding ways to make sure
no more retail stores take up precious
space for restaurants. 

The task force also will be asked to
consider regulations that would prevent
any new retail stores from coming in and
how — if at all possible — the city can
deter landlords from raising rents so
small, locally owned stores and restau-
rants can remain there.

City officials say the Promenade is
quickly becoming a retail corridor without
any flavor, resembling shopping fare
commonly found in suburban malls. The
city for years has tried to manage the mall
so it would be a unique and vibrant enter-
tainment center. Ten years ago there were
too many restaurants and not enough
retail. Today, it’s just the opposite — large
retailers are able to pay more per square
foot than small businesses. Looking for
the greatest return on their investment,
landlords let the space go for whatever the
market will bear.

But the Santa Monica City Council is
trying to buck that economic trend. It
voted last month to place a 45-day mora-
torium on all development and expansion,
consolidation and changes in use of com-
mercial properties along the Promenade.
In the meantime, a task force is being
formed to address the issues.

City administrators say they are on
track to finish their report before the holi-
days. The city council wants the report
presented at its first meeting in January so
it can have a functioning task force by the
end of next month.

“I think the approach will likely be the
same (as the downtown parking task
force),” said Mark Richter, economic
management director the city “But it’s
ultimately up to council as to how many
members there will be and what their
range and scope of work will be.”

Typically, the city has created similar
task forces that have two council mem-
bers, two Bayside committee members
and a planning commissioner. City offi-
cials would not confirm if their recom-
mendation would be similar to past task
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Santa Monica police and firefighters spent Sunday afternoon handing out
some sweetness at area parks during their annual candy cane drive. Kids
line up at Doulgas Park to give Santa Claus their last-minute gift requests.

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

Facing an eviction within three weeks, horses at
Will Rogers State Park will be allowed to stay at their
home until at least February.

Superior Court Judge Jerry K. Fields issued a tem-
porary stay last week after 35 plaintiffs filed suit to
prevent the state from removing the horses at the park,
located at the base of the Santa Monica Mountains.

The department of parks and recreation determined
in October that the horse operation was significantly
degrading the environment in the area. State officials
announced that they would suspend overnight horse
boarding so they can evaluate the environmental dam-
age they say is caused by the horses. The state claims
that the horses generate nitrogen, potassium and phos-

phorous, which ecologists fear are chemicals that are
being carried by run-off into adjacent streams.

As a result, all horses were to be removed from the
public property by Jan. 10. Now they have until Feb.

13, when a court calendared hearing will consider the
merits of the petitioners’ claims.

The lawsuit alleges that the department’s eviction
notice is unlawful because the department has flouted
the state’s promise in 1944 to Will Rogers’ widow that
the park will be used “as a memorial and historical
monument to the memory of the late Will Rogers.”
The suit also claims that the department’s actions vio-
late its own 1992 plan governing the park’s operations,
which deemed an equestrian presence “essential to any
realistic interpretation of Will Rogers’ life.”

But state officials say the removal of the horses is
only temporary. Department of parks and recreation
director Rusty Areias has always said equestrian activ-
ity should be part of Will Rogers’ operation, said Steve
Capps, the deputy director of communications for

Horses win first round in courtroom battle

Fate of Promenade rests with a small group

“We wanted the horses out before
the rainy season because it only
exacerbates the problem. It’s just

not good for the park.”

— STEVE CAPPS
Parks and recreation spokesman

Plane took off from
Santa Monica
By staff and wire reports

An undentified pilot, who took off
from Santa Monica Airport, died Friday
when his small plane crashed into a
mountainous region, authorities said
Saturday.

Wreckage of the single-engine Cessna
210 was found at 6:30 a.m. Saturday, said
Riverside County sheriff’s Deputy Earl
Quinata.

The craft left Santa Monica Airport
about 3:30 p.m. Friday en route to Hemet,
said FAA operations officer Bruce
Nelson.

The National Transportation Safety
Board is investigating.

The pilot’s name was withheld by
authorities.

Pilot dead after plane
crashes into mountains

See HORSES, page 3

See PROMENADE, page 3
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ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★★ Don’t try to tell the boss anything in the morn-
ing. Do as he or she suggests. Remember who is in
charge. In the afternoon, enlist “the boss” to look at a
situation collectively. You get results, perhaps not
today, but soon. Walk on egg shells in this situation.
Tonight: Where the crowds are.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★★ Make phone calls in the morning and finish off
any paperwork. Clear your desk. You’re on the front
burner this afternoon, with everyone asking you for
something or dumping extra work on you. Practice say-
ing the word “no” more often. Tonight: Burn the mid-
night oil.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
★★★★ A partner will share this morning. Once the
valve is open, you might have a difficult time turning it
off! Remember, you asked for this. In any case, deal
with calls, messages and other matters related to your
work this afternoon. Do not listen to gossip. Tonight:
Take a break. See a movie. Listen to music. Read a
book.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★★★ Your popularity rises. People seek you out.
You cannot close others off this morning, so let the
gabfest continue. This afternoon, nail down details
about a gift and clear out work. The pace will become
even more hectic than you anticipate. Tonight: Pick up
the phone and call a loved one.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★ Focus on work quickly this morning before oth-
ers distract you! Schedule meetings and phone calls for
the afternoon, when a convivial mood spreads to those
around you. Be careful as to just how far you mix busi-
ness and play. Tonight: Don’t count on an early bed-
time.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★★ You wrestle out of bed, thinking of so many
other activities that seem more preferable than the daily
grind. By afternoon, you develop into an efficiency
expert as you clear out work and draw in an important
contact or two. Others appreciate your hard work.
Tonight: Out as late as need be. 

JACQUELINE BIGAR'S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you'll have: 
★★★★★ -Dynamic    ★★★★ -Positive    ★★★ -Average    ★★ -So-so    ★ -Difficult

Dance the night away Libra!

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★ Your family and personal matters weigh you
down in the morning. Don’t ponder the problem; clear
it out. Be more creative in private matters as well.
Choose a significant gift for a special person who lights
up your life. Tonight: Dance the night away.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★★ Speak your mind in the morning. Make calls.
Rally around someone who might need a special push
or some help dealing with a personal matter. Realize
your limits as well as another’s. Humor goes a long way
with this person. Know that you make a difference.
Tonight: Take a night off.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★★ Balance your checkbook before you race into
your work or errands. You need to keep a firm hold on
what is happening. Schedule meetings for the after-
noon, when getting together with others proves to be
more fruitful. Friendship abounds, even in work circles.
Tonight: Where the action is. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★★ In the morning, push key projects or clear out
what is important. Take an extended lunch to complete
some errands and gift buying before the hoards descend
on the mall or another favorite shopping spot. Be espe-
cially careful with your wallet. You could lose funds.
Tonight: Treat someone to munchies. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★ If you feel like getting a slow start or taking your
time warming up, make it OK to do so. As a result, you
will be high-voltage material later on, if you follow
your inner rhythm. Your smile warms everyone up and
helps form an agreement among others. Tonight:
Whatever makes you happy.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★ Charge in the a.m. and slow down in the p.m. As
a result, you get answers that help you make an impor-
tant decision later on in the week. Do not feel pushed by
time or circumstances. Mellow out and play with ideas
and different paths to what you want. Tonight: Vanish
while you can.
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“And he that will to bed go sober, 
falls with the leaf in October.”

— John Fletcher

QUOTE of the DAY

Today ... Partly cloudy with a high 64°F. Winds from the Northwest at 7mph.

Tonight ... Clear with a low of 44°F. Winds from the Northwest at 3mph.

Tomorrow ... Sunny High—66°F Low—44°F 
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parks and recreation. 
“We at the state think it’s not about

the merits of the case,” Capps said
regarding the judge’s ruling. “We want-
ed the horses out before the rainy sea-
son because it only exacerbates the
problem. It’s just not good for the park.”

State officials argue that private
boarding shouldn’t be part of a public-
funded park. Rather, they would like to
see equestrian activity like public riding
lessons, polo matches and trail riding —
not a permanent place for people who

can afford to board their horses there.
There are about 45 privately owned

horses being boarded at Will Rogers
State Historic Park, some of which are
owned by prominent people like Maria
Shriver, Jim Carey and Billy Crystal.

But boarders say it’s not the interests
of a few celebrities that is at the heart of
their argument. The lead plaintiff in the
lawsuit filed against the state is an 8-
year-old Los Angeles girl who took rid-
ing lessons at the park this past summer.
The boarders fear the state’s eviction is
the first step to outlawing any horse
activity there in the future.

“I know Will would be proud of this
community for challenging the state’s
unilateral, indefinite and unlawful
order,” said Kelly Harrison, a petitioner
to the lawsuit and one of the boarders. 

State officials said last week that
they are seeking members for a public
advisory committee that will make rec-
ommendations for a new equestrian
activity plan for the park, which will
include a restoration plan for the his-
toric ranch. 

Although the judge allowed the hors-
es to remain there for another month,
Capps is confident that the judge will
understand the state’s position when it
can present its arguments in February.

“We are still confident that we will
prevail,” he said. “Our lawyers think it
will be a pretty cut and dry issue.”

BY GISELE DURHAM
Associated Press Writer

LOS ANGELES — The Los Angeles
Film Critics Association on Saturday
voted the drama “In the Bedroom” as the
best movie of 2001.

Director Todd Field’s story of a griev-
ing Maine couple whose marriage nearly
collapses under the strain of their son’s
murder also received best actress honors
for Academy Award-winner Sissy
Spacek.

“In the Bedroom” was Field’s directo-
rial debut and also stars Tom Wilkinson
opposite Spacek.

The 27th annual awards were
announced Saturday and will be present-
ed Jan. 22 at a ceremony in Santa
Monica.

David Lynch received top honors in
directing for the twisting, turning
“Mulholland Drive.” The film, a dark tale
of obsession, danger and amnesia in
Hollywood, also won Lynch best director
at this year’s Cannes Film Festival and
was chosen as best 2001 movie by the
New York Film Critics Circle.

Actor Denzel Washington was chosen
best actor for his role in “Training Day,”
in which Washington plays a rogue cop

who initiates co-star Ethan Hawke to the
darker side of crime fighting.

The supporting actor nod this year
went to Jim Broadbent for his roles in the
musical “Moulin Rouge,” and “Iris,” a
story depicting the life of British female
novelist Iris Murdoch whose writing
career was cut short by the onslaught of
Alzheimer’s disease.

“Iris” also brought Kate Winslet best
supporting actress honors by the
Association.

Other picks:
Screenplay — Christopher Nolan,

“Memento.”
Foreign Film — Danis Tanovic, “No

Man’s Land” (Bosnia).
Documentary — Agnes Varda, “The

Gleaners and I.”
Animation — “Shrek.”
Production Design — Catherine

Martin, “Moulin Rouge.”
Music/Score — Howard Shore, “Lord

of the Rings.”
Cinematography — Roger Deakins,

“The Man Who Wasn’t There.”
Career Achievement — Ennio

Morricone.
New Generation Award — John

Cameron Mitchell, “Hedwig and the
Angry Inch.”

LA film critics vote ‘In the
Bedroom’ top movie for 2001 force ratios.

“Generally speaking, we like to keep
these kinds of task forces with no more
than seven members,” said Suzanne
Frick, the city’s planning director. “After
that, we start to lose efficiency as the
group gets larger.”

Officials say the goal is to develop city
regulations 

“If it swings too far out of balance not
only will the Promenade be hurt but a lot
of the rest of the downtown as well,” said
Mayor Michael Feinstein recently, “and
also the entire city’s economy because the

Promenade is (the city’s) primary draw.”
Landlords say the regulation is unneed-

ed meddling in an already fragile econo-
my along the Promenade.

“We are very concerned there are busi-
nesses that are already not making it along
the Promenade and we feel this might
scare away any potential businesses that
might want to move there,” Kathryn
Dodson, executive director of the Santa
Monica Chamber of Commerce, told the
Daily Press last month.

City officials say they have made an
effort to be mindful of businesses’ con-
cerns, and they said Kathleen Rawson,
president of the Bayside Committee, has
been allowed to make recommendations
on the creation of the Promenade task
force.

“I know we want to work closely with
them on drafting these recommenda-
tions,” said Richter, “to address the
changes in use we’re seeing along Third
Street from restaurants to retail."

Individuals interested in serving on the
Third Street Promenade task force should
write a letter addressed to the city council
at 1234 Main St., Santa Monica, CA
90041.

“I know many of us feel, including
many council members, what needs be
addressed is more than a change of use,”
said Richter, “but the root causes for the
changes we’re seeing.”

City Hall taking requests
for task force on Third
Street Promenade mall

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press
This horse, who wears a pad with the name ‘reckless,’ along with 44 other
horses, are able to stay at their home at Will Rogers State Park until Feb. 13,
a judge ruled last week. The state had ordered the horses be removed by Jan.
10, until the owners of the horses filed a lawsuit last week asking them to stay.

“I know Will would 
be proud of 

this community 
for challenging the
state’s unilateral,

indefinite and 
unlawful order.”

— KELLY HARRISON
Petitioner

PROMENADE, from page 1

HORSES, from page 1

“Generally speaking,
we like to keep these
kinds of task forces 
with no more than 
seven members.”

— SUZANNE FRICK
Santa Monica planning director

State says horse activity will be at park
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STATE

BY JIM WASSERMAN
Associated Press Writer

MOUNTAIN VIEW — That epicenter
of holiday shopping, the enclosed subur-
ban mall that came to symbolize 1980s
culture, is becoming a powerful engine
for redeveloping California. Malls where
millions of teen-agers had their first kiss
and suburban families roamed the food
courts are being razed and reborn as
entirely new visions for life, work and
shopping, architects say.

Stepping in where several malls have
died, Californians are pioneering an old-
fashioned return to downtown and Main
Street, blending offices and restaurants
with homes above stores.

Unlike the origin of shopping malls,
which wooed stores out of downtown
cores in the 1960s and 1970s, their reno-
vations a generation later are considered
urban infill projects.

“It’s ironic. When we built them they
were on the edges, and now they’re in the
center of our towns,” says Joe Scanga,
principal at Calthorpe Associates, a
Berkeley-based architecture firm.

In Mountain View, Scanga’s firm
designed an 18-acre residential neighbor-
hood known as The Crossings on the site
of a Silicon Valley favorite: the Old Mill
Mall. In the 1970s shoppers strolled
among indoor trees, creeks and waterfalls.

Now Jim Li shops the site with real
estate agent Lucy Wu — for a home
among 397 townhouses, apartments and
houses built on foundations of the crushed
mall.

“It’s incredible what they did with a lit-
tle bit of land here,” says Crossings resi-
dent Carolyn Herrick.

Herrick, a three-year resident of the
neighborhood, with its front porch steps,
narrow streets and designs that harken
back to small towns before World War II,
calls the atmosphere “Mary Poppins-
like.”

Likewise, in downtown Pasadena,
developers are building nearly 400 rentals
above stores at the just-opened Paseo
Colorado, a glitzy three-block successor
to a failed downtown mall.

“These studios in Pasadena are going
for $1,500 to $2,000 a month,” says
Steven Bodzin, communications director
for the San Francisco-based Congress for
the New Urbanism. “They’re getting lines
out the door for people who want this.”

Bodzin, representing an organization
that advocates more growth in existing
cities and less at suburban edges, says,
“It’s clear this is a lot more of a success
than what was there before.”

In San Jose, the dead Town and
Country Mall is being razed and resur-
rected as an upscale downtown-style
vision called Santana Row. Builders are
promising 1,300 apartments and a hotel
among its lushly landscaped plazas, stores
and restaurants.

It opens next August.
In their time, enclosed malls were

“slick engines for consumption, and peo-
ple were blissed out with this kind of
thing,” says Los Angeles architect Jon
Jerde.

Jerde, who designed San Diego’s
downtown Horton Plaza and Universal
City Walk in Los Angeles, says malls kept

out the rain and bugs, and were “the place
where one man could own it all.”

Near the nation’s first mall, the 1956-
era Southdale Mall in Edina, Minn., Jerde
designed the cathedral of mall culture, the
Mall of America.

Now, he says, more people want some-
thing old that’s new again: Main Street
environments and downtown-like experi-
ences. In his hometown of Long Beach,
Jerde designed CityPlace, an urban mix of
houses and stores now under construction
to replace dying indoor Long Beach
Plaza.

Although California has the most
examples of these mall conversions, dead
malls are being reborn across the nation.
In Colorado, New York, Tennessee and
Florida, local governments are kicking in
hundreds of millions of dollars to help
developers make a renaissance of their
dying retail environments.

Collectively, sites renamed CityCenter
and BelMar, New Roc City and Mizner
Park house millions of square feet of
stores and office space and thousands of
apartments. In suburban Denver, a city
hall moved into a vacated department
store.

“They have a lot in common in how
they’re redeveloping,” Bodzin says.
“They’ve all moved away from relying on
large individual anchors to having more
smaller shops. And most have residential
components.”

Dead malls, surrounded by acres of
parking designed for the weeks just
before Christmas, make ideal redevelop-
ment sites, authorities say.

“It’s a huge national opportunity,” says
Bodzin.

In 1999, Bodzin’s Congress for the
New Urbanism commissioned a study by
Price, WaterhouseCoopers that estimated
7 percent of America’s 2,800 malls are
dead or languishing. It said 12 percent
more are headed that way.

While most malls remain strong retail
performers, and new malls keep opening,
analysts say the less fortunate ones are
undermined by a new constellation of
trends: people with less money moving in
nearby, competition from new giant,
open-air regional shopping centers and
people with less time to shop.

“People don’t shop at small stores any-
more, and that’s what malls are comprised
of. Everybody’s moving to a larger for-
mat,” says Peter Blackbird, 21, an ama-
teur student of malls from Queensbury,
N.Y.

Blackbird has visited dying suburban
malls throughout the northeastern United
States.

“Some of my fondest memories were
in the hometown mall,” he says. Now he
maintains a Web site of mall pictures and
anecdotes called Deadmalls.com.

In California, while superstar renova-
tions get most of the attention, other malls
are also quietly finding new lives.

The San Fernando Valley’s Sherman
Oaks Galleria, famous as the setting for
the 1982 movie “Fast Times at Ridgemont
High,” has become an office center.
Mountain View’s Mayfield Mall, famed
during its 1972 opening for being a car-
peted mall, is a campus for Hewlett-
Packard Corp.

Suburban shopping
malls old-fashioned style



By the Associated Press

TORA BORA, Afghanistan —
Tribal fighters said they took the last al-
Qaida positions in eastern Afghanistan on
Sunday, capturing 25 fighters and killing
more than 200. In the south, several U.S.
Marines were injured in an explosion at
Kandahar’s airport.

After weeks of fighting and relentless
U.S. bombing in the White Mountains,
commanders declared victory in an all-
out assault on the al-Qaida fighters loyal
to Osama bin Laden.

“This is the last day of al-Qaida in
Afghanistan,” said Mohammed Zaman,
the eastern alliance defense chief.

Zaman said he had no information on
the whereabouts of bin Laden himself,
who many in these forested mountains
believe was with the fighters. U.S. offi-
cials said they picked up his voice last
week on short-range radio in the area.

Zaman said several hundred al-Qaida
fighters might be on the run toward the
border with Pakistan, only miles south of
the caves and tunnels of Tora Bora. He
and the other top eastern alliance com-
mander, Hazrat Ali, said their forces
were pursuing the fleeing fighters.

Marine Capt. David Romley said
three Marines were wounded Sunday,
one seriously, when one stepped on a
land mine at the Kandahar airport, an
area they have been checking for mines
and booby traps.

Also Sunday, U.S. Defense Secretary
Donald Rumsfeld landed at Bagram air-
field in the first visit by a top U.S. offi-
cial to Afghanistan since the U.S.-led
campaign began.

Rumsfeld was to meet the new interim
prime minister of Afghanistan, Hamid
Karzai.

Across Afghanistan, civilians and
fighters alike poured into mosques for Eid
al-Fitr, Islam’s most festive holiday, and
mullahs leading their prayers appealed for
peace.

The assault in the White Mountains
began at midday Sunday, with tribal fight-
ers marching up two parallel valleys to
launch an assault from both sides on the
mountain ridge where al-Qaida fighters
were hiding.

Al-Qaida’s only way out was to retreat
through dense forest, but U.S. B-52
bombers pounded the woods with incen-
diary bombs Sunday, and flames leaped
from the trees. The bombing appeared to
stop as the eastern alliance moved up the
mountain.

Many of the al-Qaida fighters had
claimed they were ready to surrender, but
alliance commanders were skeptical when
they failed to emerge from the mountains.

“They refused to surrender, so now we
must fight,” Mohammed Aman Khairi
said.

There had been several unconfirmed
sightings around Tora Bora of bin Laden,
chief suspect in the Sept. 11 terrorist
attacks.

A U.S. official said in Washington on
Saturday that American forces in the area
picked up his voice on short-range radio
last week. But Afghan commanders knew
nothing of the radio transmission.

“The Pentagon has their way of know-
ing things. I have no new information on
Osama,” said commander Atiqullah
Rachan.
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Associated Press
Astronaut Navy Capt. William Sheperd, right, is saluted by a side party of astronauts from the
Johnson Space Center during his retirement ceremony held at the San Diego Aerospace
Museum on Friday, in San Diego. Sheperd served for 30 years in the Navy and with NASA.

Victory in al-Qaida leave some U.S. soldiers injured

BY TOM WITHERS
AP Sports Writer

CLEVELAND — Enraged Cleveland
Browns fans pelted the field with thou-
sands of plastic beer bottles when officials
overturned a last-minute call Sunday,
striking the players and forcing them to
run for cover.

The game was stopped for about a half-
hour with 48 seconds to play because of
the violence, sparked by an instant-replay
call that helped the Jacksonville Jaguars
win 15-10.

Most of the bottles were plastic, but
many were filled with beer. The Jaguars
and Browns had to dodge flying objects
as they sprinted to their locker rooms.
Officials were doused with beer and cups
of ice.

“We feared for our lives,” Jaguars wide
receiver Jimmy Smith said. “We were just
trying to dodge as many beer bottles as we
could. It was like dodging bullets.”

The Browns also were under attack.
“I was definitely looking over my

shoulder for bottles flying,” quarterback
Tim Couch said.

Nobody was seriously hurt. Some fans
tried to run onto the field but they were
stopped by security. Police made arrests
but exact numbers were not immediately
released.

“I’ve never seen a game, heard of a
game anything like this,” Browns coach
Butch Davis said. “I know the fans were
upset, but our guys were getting hit along
with the Jaguars and the officials.”

The fans’ ugly behavior came after the
Browns had a first down at Jacksonville’s
9-yard line taken away despite running a
play before the officials reviewed the pre-
vious play.

Couch had apparently completed a
fourth-and-2 pass to wide receiver Quincy
time-out with 1:08 remaining, and the
Browns, who were out of time-outs,
quickly rushed to the line of scrimmage.

On first down, Couch spiked the ball
with 48 seconds to go, and was headed to
the sideline when the officials began to
discuss Morgan’s catch. After several
confusing minutes, referee Terry
McAulay announced that the officials
were reviewing the play. When McAulay
finally emerged from the TV review mon-
itor, he announced that Morgan did not
catch the ball.

Morgan was sure he caught the pass.
“I hit the ground, got up and spit the

ball on the ground,” the rookie said.
As Cleveland’s bench erupted in

protest, Browns fans in the “Dawg
Pound” bleacher section closest to the
play began hurling bottles and other
objects from the stands.

Nearly 30 minutes after ordering play-
ers off the field, officials resumed play.
Jacksonville’s offense returned intact
while the Browns sent three offensive
players out with their defense since some
players had already undressed.

About 5,000 fans were still in the sta-
dium to see Brunell take two snaps and
run out the clock.

Cleveland Browns fans get
rowdy after overturned call

BY MARTIN GRIFFITH
Associated Press Writer

RENO, Nev. — With five days to go
before the start of winter, the Sierra snow-
pack is off to a flying start.

The latest in a string of potent storms
pushed the Lake Tahoe Basin snowpack
on Friday to 177 percent of average for
this time of year.

To the south, the snowpack was even
healthier: 195 percent of average in both
the Carson and Walker river basins.

After two straight dry winters, the
heavy snow is welcome news in Nevada
and California, which depend on the
Sierra snowpack for summer water sup-
plies.

National Weather Service forecaster
Mark Deutschendorf said the Tahoe area
already has received about a third of the
snow it gets during an average season —
and winter hasn’t even begun.

“It’s definitely encouraging for the
water situation,” he said Saturday. “As
long as the (storm) taps don’t get shut off
over the next three months, we’ll have a
good snowpack.”

A storm late Thursday and Friday
dumped 12-18 inches of snow at Tahoe,
with higher elevations getting up to 20
inches, according to the weather service.

But that’s nothing compared with a
Dec. 2 storm that left as much as 3 to 4
feet of snow. It was branded by some
forecasters as the region’s strongest storm
since December 1996.

Now, the weather service is calling for
a series of weaker systems to bring a
chance of snow to the Sierra on Monday,
Wednesday and Thursday.

“At least the small storms do help,”
Deutschendorf said. “It helps out when
you get six inches of snow here and a foot
of snow there.”

The recent storms also have set Tahoe
ski resorts up for a busy Christmas holi-
day season.

“We’ve had a ton of snow. It’s been
great,” Heavenly spokeswoman Molly
Cuffe told the Reno Gazette-Journal. “It’s
definitely the best skiing we’ve had in the
past 10 years.”

A record-breaking, five-year wet spell
in the Tahoe area officially ended two
winters ago when snowpack figures
checked in 10 to 25 percent below normal
for the season.

Last winter was even bleaker as snow-
pack totals ended up about half of average
in the Tahoe area and prompted officials
to declare a drought in parts of the region.

It also was Reno’s driest winter since
record-keeping started in 1872.

Sierra snowpack well above
normal after 2 dry seasons

Before the assault, eastern alliance
fighters emerged from the mountains in
surrounding villages, their hair matted
with dust, to stack their Kalashnikov rifles
outside mud-walled mosques and cele-
brate Eid al-Fitr, the feast marking the end
of the Muslim fasting month of Ramadan.

In the southern city of Kandahar, the
Taliban’s former stronghold, the holiday
was celebrated with gunfire and pink
flares shot into the sky. Residents visited
relatives with gifts of new turbans,
money, clothing and dried fruit. Even
gunmen standing guard outside the com-
pound of Gov. Gul Agha sported spotless
new shoes.

One group of unaccompanied women
and girls, some holding hands, walked
down a road in shiny red, embroidered

dresses. Under the Taliban, females could
face severe punishment for leaving their
homes without a male escort.

Many people gathered to pray at the
tile- and marble-inlaid Khalqa Sharif
Mosque, which houses the mausoleum of
Ahmad Shah Durrani, the 18th century
founder of Afghanistan, and 500 more
prayed at the Eid Mosque in the capital,
Kabul.

“People of Afghanistan, you are a great
nation, but now we must unite and live
like brothers, and rebuild our country,”
the mullah, Abdul Jalil, told the crowd.

“I prayed to God to bring peace to our
people,” said eastern alliance commander
Haji Qadir, who attended celebrations at a
mosque in Jalalabad.
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Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
by Chuck Shepard 

Dad orders kids to strip during halftime
• Jeffrey J. Harris, 39, was arrested at halftime of the Florida high school football game

between St. Petersburg and Clearwater in October when he created a loud scene by blocking
his two kids (starters for Clearwater) from entering their locker room (which is located in a
public place with many students and parents mingling around outside). Harris was mad about
something that happened in the first half and ordered the kids to immediately strip off their
uniforms in a public display and to come home with him. The kids tried to rejoin their team,
and when Harris intervened and struck a martial-arts stance, police arrested him.

NO ARTIFICIAL FLAVORS, COLORS OR
PRESERVATIVES ADDED. NEVER

PROCESSED, PICKED FRESH DAILY.
100% ORGANIC NEWS ...

Santa Monica Daily Press
310.458.7737

Fax: 310.576.9913
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inch for display ads.

$5.00 per day for 
the first  10 words.
50¢ per word for 

each additional word.

Bold: 50¢ per word

Italic: 50¢ per word

Boxed: 50¢ per ad

Reverse: 50¢ per line

CAPITALIZED: 50¢ per word

Underlined: 50¢ per word

Blank Lines: 50¢ each

EXTRAS
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400 Real Estate

500 Vehicles for Sale
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P.O. Box 1380 

Santa Monica, CA 90406-1380

Phone: 310-458-7737

FAX: 310-576-9913

Employment
FLORAL DESIGNER needed 
for flower shop in Century City.  
Please call (310)785-0669

GENERAL OFFICE Assistant 
for busy Marina Del Rey travel 
office.  Microsoft Word, Excel. 
Contact: Billy (310)823-7979

HAIR STYLIST, ESTHETICIAN 
& RECEPTIONIST wanted for 
Campus Cuts salon at UCLA.  2 
positions open.  Stylist Minimun 
2 years experience. (310)206-
4770

MANICURIST FOR Busy Santa 
Monica Salon.  Full-time, com-
mission or rented.  Open 9am-
8pm. (310)450-8669

RECEPTIONIST FOR busy up-
scale Brentwood Salon.  Full-
time, Tues. - Sat.  Position 
starts January 1 2002. 
(310)471-5555

RETAIL SALES for S.M. chil-
dren’s clothing manufacturer 
outlet store.  Day hours, P/T or 
F/T including Saturdays.  Great 
benefits, medical, dental & 
401K  Fax resume 310-829-
1485 or call (310)453-3527 ext. 
206

REWARDING SALES CA-
REER. Int’l firm with 16 years 
success track record seeks ex-
perienced business person M/F 
to sponsor & coach clients on 
maximizing & protecting wealth.  
Comprehensive training & sup-
port.  Call Mr. Kenedy 
(800)600-5149

Santa Monica Daily Press is hir-
ing experienced journalists. 
Daily newspaper experience 
preferred.  Applicants should 
have a flare for hard news. 
Send resumes to Carolyn Sack-
ariason at P.O. Box 1380 Santa 
Monica, CA 90406-1380

THE SANTA Monica Daily 
Press is looking for Advertising 
Account Executives.  Print ad-
vertising and consultave/solu-
tion based selling experience a 
plus.  Email resume and cover 
letter to Ross at 
ross@smdp.com

WEB DESIGNER, P/T or con-
tract needed at the Santa Moni-
ca Daily Press. Resume to 
ross@smdp.com

For Sale

ADULT 3 wheel bicycle. One 
year old and had been ridden 
12-15 hours. (310)450-2395

SONY VAIO R505JSlaptop. 
850 MHz, 30G, CDRW/DVD, 
256 MB RAM, 10/100, Windows 
XP, 12.1” Active Matrix screen. 
Super thin, super light and su-
per fast! $2000 (orig. $2496). 
Chris (310)821-5611

Boats
20’ CAL: Good condition.  Com-
pletely stock. Xtra Geona sail. 
Motor. Incl. cust. trailer. $1900
(310)391-4051

24’ ISLANDER ‘66:  6hp Evin-
rude, 6-gal metal tank, radio, 
galley, sleeps 4 $1990 obo 
(310)645-3104

27’BAYLINER BUCCANEER
Great live-aboard, very spa-
cious, aft cabin  MUST SELL! 
$5950 obo.  (310)417-4141

Wanted
- ALBANIA -

If Albanian is your native 
tongue and you have time to 
teach two elderly people a little 
of that language, Please call 
(310)450-2395.

For Rent
27’ CATALINA, Immac liva-
boad/Cruiser.  Many xtras. 
MdR slip.  $6900 obo (310)892-
4616

LADERA HEIGHTS: Single 
4820 Slauson Ave. #1  Stove, 
carpet, blinds, laundry, parking, 
no pets.  $500 & up Call  323-
298-0221

MAR VISTA: Single  12746 Pa-
cific Ave. #4  Stove, frig, D/W, 
A/C, carpet, blinds, laundry, in-
tercom-entry, parking, no pets. 
$700 Call  310-578-7512

MDR LUXURY Silver Strand 
Ocean view, Lrg 2bdr, 2ba. 
Frplc D/W, pool, A/C, tennis, 
sauna, spa, sec, nr bch. $2300. 
(310)306-0363

OFFICE SUBLET; 1, 2, or 3 of-
fices available.  Great location 
in Santa Monica starting @ 
$450.00/month.  available imm-
ed. Steve (310)392-6100

PDR MANITOBA West 2bdr + 
loft Condo.  New crpt/paint. 
Pool, spa, hot tub tennis, pad-
dle tennis, gym.  Available now.  
$1700mo Agt Sheila: (310)338-
1311

PDR: LUXURY Condo 2bd/2ba, 
frplc, 2 balc, pools, jacuzzi, sau-
na, W/D in unit, racquet ball 
courts, security parking, exer-
cise room, all appliances, 1 
year lease $1750 (310)871-
7812

S.M.:  2+1, 3 blocks to beach.  
Huge balcony, parkay floors, 
lndry, prkg. Ocean view. $2100.  
(310)399-1273

SM     $1800 2+2.  Approxi-
mately 1100s.f. 2 car enclosed 
gar. No. of Wilshire Bl. Walk to 
Montana Shops. 2020 Wash-
ington Ave. Call: (310)395-1880

SM $1395 Spacious 2 Bdrm 1 
Ba with prkg. New carpet. 501 
Raymond Ave. (310)573-7452

For Rent
SM $1400 Lg 2 bdrm 1 ba, 
hrdwd fl, lots of closets, stove, 
prkg, ldry rm Quiet area 
(310)396-1644

SM: 3 bdrm live/work pent-
house apt. Amenities include 
phone answering, reception, 
state of the art conference 
rooms & facilities, high-speed 
(T1) Internet and wired comput-
er ports. Modern full kitchens & 
baths. Two large terraces 
w/ocean view. $3,000. For info 
& appointmt: (310)-526-0315. 
Weekends (310)-890-0310.

STUDIO SPACE FOR LEASE 
avail 1500sf Santa Monica. AM, 
Eves, Sun, for classes, work-
shops, meetings. E. Pico, Am-
ple Parking.  Karen 310-396-
5990

VENICE BEACH Lrg 1+1 apt. 
Enclosed patio, 1/2  block to 
beach.  N/p w/stv & refrig $1250
(310)641-1149

VENICE BEACH Rental - 1 
bedroom completely furnished. 
2 parking spaces. Long 
term/short term. 112 Dudley 
Ave.  $2100 (323)936-5203

VENICE BEACH Rental prkg, 
n/s n/p from $1550  all amenet-
ies  Available now.  Short 
term/long term  112 Dudley 
Ave.  (323)936-5203

VENICE HOUSE for rent 
$1975. 3+1 Approx. 1000s.f. 
Hrdwd & carpets. Remodeled 
kitchen, pvt. garden.  Very 
clean.  New appliances, inside 
W/D. 2477 Walnut Ave.
Call: (310)395-1880

VENICE:  $1350 1Bdr + 1Ba 
Hdwd floors.  W/D in unit.  1128 
6th Ave. No pets. (310)399-
7235

VENICE:  $995, 1Bdrm & Sin-
gle $850.  Stove, refrig, carpet, 
laundry, utilities included, park-
ing, no pets.  501 N. Venice 
Blvd.  Call 9am to 7pm JKW 
Properties 310-574-6767

VENICE:  2bdrm+2bath, park-
ing,1 block from beach, mini 
bar, $1700 + sec. dep. 
(310)305-9659

VENICE:  DUPLEX 2+1  W/D, 
appliances, hardwood floors 
$1700  2 blocks to Abbot Kin-
ney.  N/P 627 San Juan Ave. 
(310)399-7235

VENICE:  Lrg 1+1 w/grt lite. 
Huge closet, stove, W/D on site.  
Off the canals.  $1325 
(310)305-8109

VENICE: 3+2, Lrg, sunny up-
per unit, 4 plex.  French doors, 
balcony, parking. $2100 
(310)581-5379

For Rent
VENICE: ON BOARDWALK
Sec. building.  Clean 1bd/loft 
bdrm+1.2 level balcony. 
w/vu.frig, stv., D/W, lndry, gtd, 
prkg. $1850. (310)823-6349

W. LA 2464 Barrington 3bdr, 
3ba Lrg rooms, all appliances 
included.  Fireplace, marble 
countertops, in unit W/D.  Gated 
parking elevator, intercom en-
try. $2195.  OPEN DAILY. Mgr. 
Call:  (310)390-9401

W. LA: 2464 Barrington Ave. 
4bd/4ba  Very Lrg unit, spa-
cious closets, marble counters, 
stove, refrig, d/w, nu paint, frplc, 
gtd prkg intercom entry, eleva-
tor. W/D in unit.  Open daily. 
$2695. Mgr. Call: (310)390-
9401

W. LOS ANGELES:  1+1 2471 
Sawtelle Blvd. #103  Stove, 
D/W, A/C, fireplace, blinds, car-
pet, laundry, intercom-entry, 
gated parking, cat ok.  $1050 
Call 310-578-7512

Commercial Lease
RESTAURANT SPACE for 
lease. Office space for lease. 
Santa Monica. 2204/2206 Lin-
coln. Jeff (310)452-0344

Vehicles for sale
96 VOLVO 850 turbo, teal blue 
with tan interior 61,000 miles 
(310)280-0840

Announcements
FLAP HAPPY KIDS!

100% cotton children’s wear 
OUTLET STORE would like to 

invite you to our 
GET-YOUR-CHRISTMAS-

BARGAINS-BEFORE-THE-
HOLIDAY-SALE!  

Wed. Dec. 12th through 
Sat. Dec. 15th

2330 Michigan Ave., Santa 
Monica (Just east of Cloverfield 

& north of the 10 freeway)
Tel 310-453-3527

We carry Flap Happy & other 
brand name closeouts and 
irregulars at 10%-80% off 

regular retail!
OPEN MON-SAT 10am to 5pm
*Note:  We’ll be closed Mon. Dec. 10th & 

Sat. Dec 22 through Tues. Jan 1

Services
AT YOUR SERVICE!

Professional Personal Assis-
tant.  Strong office skills.  Great 
references, reliable transporta-

tion. (310)452-4310

GARDEN CONSULTANT Mov-
ing?  Add thousands of $$$’s to 
property value by enhancing 
curb appeal.  Let me help.  Res-
onable rates & references. 
Free Estimate.  Mary Kay Gor-
don (310)264-0272

Services
BUSINESS WRITER/MEDIA re-
lations specialist: offers 16 
years experience in public rela-
tions and investor relations 
available for short and long-ter 
m assignments.  Call Jane to-
day to implement strategy for 
improved media coverage and 
increased customer/investor in-
terest (310)452-4310

CHILD & ELDERLY CARE: Ex-
perienced Mature, female, veg-
etarian available immeadiately 
for caregiving. Xlnt references. 
Call Omanasa (310)314-8248

CHILD CARE: Mature, intelli-
gent, kind & compassionate. 
Former nursery school experi-
ence. References available. 
Audry Norris (310)854-2053

CHRISTMAS FAMILY POR-
TRAITS at your SM home or 
our SM studio.  Headshots for 
performers.  Beautiful samples 
at www.southern-exposure.tv 
Great prices (310)260-1255

COMPUTER DOCTOR - Re-
pairs, Tutoring, Web Design, 
Patient, Reliable. Russell 
(310)709-7595

DESIGN DRAWINGS Interior-
Exterior.  Drawings can help 
you avoid costly mistakes & 
better visualize your remodel 
projects.  30 years experience.  
References. (310)836-4797

ELDERLY CARE PROVIDER
Living in Santa Monica, immedi-

ately available for full or part 
time work.  References availa-
ble upon request.  Please call 

Lita (310)394-3197

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTANT
available to come to your 
home/business and help clean-
up, free-up and organize your fi-
nances.  Professional services 
included; Quicken / Quickbooks 
set-up and management, estab-
lishing on-line banking services, 
accounting, payroll, employee 
benefits and other professional 
matters.  Flexible weekly / 
monthly programs and excellent 
references.  Please call Roland. 
(310)230-2341

FRIENDLY & SKILLED  Com-
puter Support Services.  Setup, 
upgrade, internet connections & 
networks.  Home or Office, 
Westide (310)663-3644.  Rea-
sonable Rates.

KNITTING LESSONS Yarn, 
Supplies, Patterns, Finishing & 
Design, STICH & ROW, Knitting 
Arts Center, 15200 Sunset 
Blvd., Suite 111, Pacific Pali-
sades (310)230-9902

PET STOPS WEST Boston’s 
Finest Daily and Vacation pet 
sitting service for over a decade 
comes to Santa Monica.  Li-
censed, bonded, insured. 
(310)264-7193

Services
SPANISH TEACHER/TUTOR,
Santa Monica native speaker w/ 
M.A. from U. of MI Berlitz 
trained.  Convers/Grammer, all 
levels/ages.  Fun.  Lissette 
(310)260-1255

TENNIS LESSONS Learn the 
game of tennis (effortlessly). 
Have fun!  Get in shape. 
Group/private.  Call Now!  Intro 
lesson free.  Certified Instructor 
(310)388-3722

The State-Of-The-Art 
Videoconferencing Solution
Fixed 30 frames per second

Currently being used by; The 
US Navy, Smithsonian Institu-
tion, the Mayors office in San 
Diego and New York, The Uni-
fied School District of San Die-
go, Police and Fire Depart-
ments, Warner Brothers, CNN 
and Turner Networks.  Call to-
day: West Coast Video Phone
(310)392-0799

TUTORING 
K-12 academics, K-adult com-
puter, Learning Disabilities Spe-
cialist.  Reasonable rates.  Wise 
Owl Education (310)209-9032

Health/Beauty
FULL LIPS Fast. Forget expen-
sive collagen.  Works in mi-
nutes. $38 ordervc.com 310-
312-0662

VIACREME FOR women 
works! Developed and recom-
mended by gynecologists. Or-
der vc.com. (310)312-0662

Missing Person
MONICA LYNN DEVITO

05/01/56  Please call home im-
meadiatly.  Others with info 
email: moniphome@aol.com

got junk
in your

trunk?
Sell it in tomorrow’s
Daily Press for only

a buck a day!

Santa Monica Daily Press
310-458-7737 ext. 101
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HOLIDAY
FOOD DRIVE

Help Stop Hunger by Participating 
in the Westside Food Bank

Drop Off Canned Goods at
Westside Food Bank

Warehouse
1710 22nd St.
Santa Monica
Monday-Friday

7am-1pm

Santa Monica Chamber 
of Commerce

501 Colorado Ave. #150
Monday-Friday

9am-noon
1pm-5pm

Your donations will help supply food to 65 social agencies in Santa Monica,
Venice, Culver City, West LA, Inglewood and West Hollywood.

WESTSIDE FOOD BANK
P.O. BOX 1565, Santa Monica, CA 90406 
310) 828-6016 Fax: (310) 828-2646
www.westsidefoodbankca.org

LLAABBrriiddggee

IInntteerrnneett

S t a r t i n g  a t
$ 6 2 . 4 5 / m o !

S i g n - u p  o n l i n e  a t  L A B r i d g e . c o m  o r  c a l l  3 1 0 . 8 2 3 . 6 4 1 6  

Internet Connections

always on,
always fast

“Since LA Bridge installed 

DSL at my home, I have 

found the flexibility 

to use the Internet in 

a whole new way.”
__Bill Foster,

Apple Computer

each account includes:
• 2 static ip addresses**

• 24/7 Internet connection

• 7 days/week tech support

• 6MB personal web space

• free local dial-up acct 

• over 4000 worldwide dial-up 

locations for laptop users who 

travel. (a metered service).

BY VERNA YU
Associated Press Writer

HONG KONG — Rainbow Chan is
attractive, gregarious, independent and a
success in her career. Like many Hong
Kong women in their 30s, she still can’t
find “Mr. Right” but admits she’s picky.

“Unless I meet someone so good it’s
worth giving up my freedom for, there
isn’t much point in getting married,” says
Chan.

A 35-year-old translator, she doesn’t
mince words when it comes to men:
“They’re superficial, arrogant, passive
and egotistic. I mean, they are real cow-
ards.”

The number of Hong Kong women like
Chan who remain single into their 30s or
40s has been on the rise for 15 years.

While that trend is a fact of life in
many Western societies, it is still viewed
as an aberration in Asia, where traditional
values hold strong.

Hard economic times combined with a
reversal in the city’s gender ratio — there
are 1,000 females for every 960 males,
compared with 1,000 females per 1,038
males a decade ago — have made the
issue the talk of the town.

Local newspapers feature analyses on
how women are faring in the increasingly
fierce competition for men, why Hong
Kong men seem to prefer marrying more
traditional mainland Chinese women,
how women should lower their expecta-
tions for marriage partners, why some
female professionals are making more
money than their male counterparts.

With unemployment on the rise — the
most recent figure of 5.5 percent was an
18-month high — many man fear they are
losing out to women in the workplace,
says Odalia Wong, assistant sociology
professor at Hong Kong Baptist
University.

“In an economic downturn, people
look for people to blame,” Wong says.
“They accuse migrant workers of pinch-
ing their rice bowls; they blame women

for taking away the jobs. Women have
become the scapegoats.”

Unlike in much of Asia, dual career
households have been common in Hong
Kong for decades, though women only
began making significant inroads into
managerial and professional ranks in the
past two decades. Discrimination based
on gender is illegal, and women have long
held senior positions within the respected
civil service.

Researchers say higher educational
levels among women have put more into

professional jobs, making them financial-
ly independent. Many postpone or even
give up the idea of marrying.

In 2000, 16 percent of Hong Kong
women older than 15 had received higher
education, twice as many as in 1986.

The percentage of women ages 30-49
who have never married hit a new high of
nearly 17 percent last year, compared with
just under 9 percent in 1986. That com-
pares with an increase in single men in the

same age bracket to 21 percent from 18
percent.

Similar trends are apparent in other
Asian nations with advanced economies.

In Taiwan, 16 percent of women ages
30-39 were unmarried last year, compared
with 13 percent in 1986. In Japan, 14 per-
cent of women ages 30-49 were single,
compared with 7.6 percent in 1990.

“I think this phenomenon isn’t por-
trayed very positively,” says Irene Tong, a
Hong Kong University professor who
researches women’s issues. “It’s regarded

as a social problem, or some kind of
deviant behavior.”

Although perceptions are changing,
many Hong Kong parents assume a
daughter-in-law will devote herself to
serving her husband’s family — looking
after elderly relatives, bearing children to
extend his family line, managing the
household, often while also holding down
a job.

Such expectations clash with those of
many professional women used to inde-
pendent lifestyles.

“I’d have to think twice about a rela-
tionship if the parents-in-law expected me
to spend a lot of time looking after them,”
says Yee Tam, a 28-year-old financial ana-
lyst.

Not that all women want to stay single.
“I’d definitely want get married if an

opportunity comes along. I just haven’t
met the right person yet,” says May
Cheung, a 34-year-old architect.

Government-owned Radio Hong Kong
broadcasts a weekly matchmaking radio
program to help eligible singles meet on
the air.

“I saw this need and thought I could set
up a platform to help single people broad-
en their social circles,” says Maranda
Chin, producer and presenter of the show.
“We’ve noticed that the women who have
come to us are usually far more accom-
plished than the men we’ve come across.”

In one show, a confident 29-year-old
financial adviser said she would like to
meet someone “who is worth spending
my time with.”

Hong Kong’s single women become focus of concern 

“Unless I meet someone so good it’s worth giving 
up my freedom for, there isn’t much point in getting
married. They’re superficial, arrogant, passive and

egotistic. I mean, they are real cowards.”

— RAINBOW CHAN
Single woman


