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Experience counts!
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LOW VISIBILITY Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com
A blanket of fog makes driving more difficult as cars move up and down Wilshire Boulevard on Monday night. The fog hung around Tuesday
as cold weather moved in. Temperatures today are expected to be in the 50s with the possibility of showers in the morning. 

BY KEVIN HERRERA 
Editor in Chief 

SM BAY Those strange bright lights residents
saw in the night sky earlier this month
turned out not to be UFOs after all, but
rather two daredevils from the Red Bull Air
Force who decided to jump out of an air-
plane with night flares.

Jon DeVore and Sean MacCormac per-
formed two night skydive demonstrations
over Santa Monica on Dec. 1 and Dec. 8
around 5:30 p.m., landing on the beach near
the Jonathan Club on Pacific Coast Highway,
said Maddy Stephens with Red Bull, the
energy drink manufacturer with headquar-
ters in Santa Monica. (Video of one of the
jumps can be seen on YouTube at

BY NICK TABOREK
Daily Press Staff Writer

SMMUSD HDQTRS With Superintendent Tim
Cuneo retiring in June, members of the school
board moved forward with selecting his
replacement on Monday by interviewing rep-
resentatives from three executive search firms
that are vying to help the board make its pick.

While no formal action was taken, mem-
bers indicated they were strongly leaning
toward Leadership Associates — a firm that
employs Mike Escalante, a former Santa
Monica High School vice principal and for-
mer superintendent of the Glendale Unified
School District.

School board member Oscar de la Torre
said Escalante’s involvement in the search
would be a benefit for the district because of
his familiarity with local expectations.

“He understands that the community

BY KEVIN HERRERA 
Editor in Chief 

THIRD STREET PROMENADE Restaurant
owners and Downtown business leaders on
Tuesday slammed a City Hall proposal to
raise rents for those who offer outdoor din-
ing on public property.

The proposal, which still has to be debat-
ed and approved by the City Council,
includes increases that would nearly triple
rents for some restaurants, a substantial

hike that many business owners said would
force restaurants to close or stop offering
outdoor dining to patrons.

Under the proposal, restaurants on
Ocean Avenue with fully-enclosed patios
leased from City Hall would see their rents
jump from $1.90 a square foot to $5.83.
Increases are more modest for restaurants
without barriers to the public and located
on streets away from Downtown, including
Pico Boulevard, where a restaurant could
pay $1.75 per square foot for space without

a barrier instead of the current rent of 87
cents under the proposal.

The City Council in July questioned
whether or not rents should be increased
for those offering outdoor dining, especial-
ly those whose dining areas are fully
enclosed. The idea is that locations with
more pedestrian traffic are more valuable
and restaurants should be charged more for
using the public right of way for outdoor

SEE RENT PAGE 10

SEE UFO PAGE 11

SEE SEARCH PAGE 8
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out to be
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Business leaders bash plan
to raise rents for restaurants 



For more information on any of the events listed, log on to smdp.com and click the “Events” tab for the given day’s calendar.

Wednesday, Dec. 15, 2010

Holiday art sale
SMC Performing Arts Center

1310 11th St., 11 a.m. — 9 p.m.
This is a once-a-year chance to buy unique works of art 

including prints, ceramics, jewelry and more. This event takes 
place at the Art Gallery.

Yoga for all
Annenberg Community Beach House
415 Pacific Coast Highway, 9:00 a.m.

We all know how hard it is to wake up a morning workout. But with
yoga, working out should be stress free. The Annenberg Community
Beach House is hosting classes in its Garden Terrace Room for adults
at any level. Get your flex on, just don’t forget a mat and a bottle of

water. To sign up, visit www.recenroll.smgov.net.

Super fresh
Downtown Santa Monica

Arizona Avenue and Second Street 
8:30 a.m. — 1:30 p.m.

Get the freshest fruit and produce available at the weekly Farmers’
Market. A variety of prepared foods will also be available.

Thursday, Dec. 16, 2010

Riding with Santa
Pacific Park

Santa Monica Pier, daily
Here comes Santa Claus, here comes Santa Claus, riding 

Pacific Park’s coaster at Pacific Park on the Santa Monica Pier. 
The roller coaster ridin’ Santa likeness will celebrate the holidays

while riding in the last car of the West Coaster roller coaster. 
Guests have the opportunity to take photos with Santa while the
train is in the station or ride-along as the coaster races 55-feet

above the Santa Monica Bay. 

Skate in the sunshine
1324 Fifth St.

12 p.m. — 10 p.m.
It’s that time of year again. ICE at Santa Monica is back. Skate to

your hearts desire — or at least until the rink closes for the night —
everyday until Feb. 25. Admission and skate rental is $10. 

For more information, call (310) 393-8355.
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General, Cosmetic, & Implant Dentistry

MODERN, COMFORTABLE AND RELAXED ATMOSPHERE

Gentle Dentistry | Sedation Available | Digital Technology | Smile Makeover | Flexible Financing

Check our monthly promotions on our website   www.santamonicatoothdr.com

2222 SANTA MONICA BLVD, SUITE 202, SANTA MONICA, CA 90404

Ali Mogharei DDS

(310) 829-2224

Basic Cleaning, Exam

and full Mouth Xrays 
Modern facilities, gentle dentistry, sedation

$65.00
Have your kids been to the dentist?

This month: KIDS ARE FREE!
Exam, basic cleaning and full mouth xrays

Call for details.

Sullivan Dituri Real Estate Presents

Bill Dawson – Broker | www.Sullivan-Dituri.com | (310) 453-3341

S t .  M o n i c a  C a t h o l i c  H i g h  S c h o o l
DATE TEAM OPPONENT LOCATION TIME

SOCCER
Dec 16 Var St. Michael's Prep St. Michael's Prep 3:00pm

Dec 17 JV/Var Grace Brethren Grace Brethren 3:15pm

Dec 20 Var Community Charter Airport Park 3:00pm

BASKETBALL
Dec 14 F/JV/Var CSHM SMCHS 4/5:30/7pm

Dec 17 JV/Var New Roads SMCHS 5:30/7pm

S a n t a  M o n i c a  H i g h  S c h o o l
DATE TEAM OPPONENT LOCATION TIME

SOCCER
Dec 16 Var Peninsula Peninsula 3:00pm

Dec 16 F/Soph Peninsula Peninsula 3:00pm

Dec 16 JV Peninsula Peninsula 4:30pm

Dec 18 Var South Tournament South Tournament TBA

WATER POLO
Dec 16 Var Louisville (scrimmage) 3:00pm

Dec 16 JV Louisville (scrimmage) 4:00pm

BASKETBALL
Dec 17 Var NIKE  TOC Phoenix, AZ TBA

F E A T U R E D L I S T I N G S

1307 15th Street
Santa Monica - 11 units FOR SALE

2032 Delaware Ave. 
Santa Monica - 30 Units FOR SALE

IN ESCROW

REDUCED

Breakfast • Lunch  • Dinner

Come try our Waffle
Pizzas & Waffle Sliders

~ Lavazza gourmet coffee ~

Weekdays: 8am to 7pm
Weekends: 8am to 5pm

Closed Mondays

2408 Wilshire Boulevard | 310-453-2787
24th & Wilshire – Free Parking in back

Calendar
2 WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2010



Visit us online at smdp.com

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

LOS ANGELES A former TV chef known as
the “calorie commando” told police he tried
to hire homeless men to kill his wife to

relieve her misery about being unable to
have children.

The details were released Tuesday in a
probation report on Juan-Carlos Cruz,
who was sentenced Monday to nine years

in prison.
Cruz said he and his wife Jennifer

Campbell spent more than $200,000 on

SEE PLOT PAGE 9

Since 1967
Quality & Value Always!

310-399-7892
27322 Mainn St.

Santaa Monica

Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.
6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

"There is no 
better gift than 

fellowship around
the table."

WINNING WAYS Morgan Genser news@smdp.com
Santa Monica High School's Julia Glanz protects the ball from a Notre Dame defender on
Monday at John Adams Middle School. Samohi won the game, 2-1.

BY PATRICK HOURIHAN
Special to the Daily Press

SAMOHI The results are in for the 2010 All-
California Interscholastic Federation
Southern Section 1st team selections for
girls’ volleyball, and one junior from Santa
Monica High School was chosen to represent
Division 3-AA.

Sarah Krenik, outside hitter for the
Vikings, was only one of three juniors to be
selected for the All-CIF-SS 1st team and was
the only player chosen from the Ocean
League.

Krenik was also selected as the Most
Valuable Player in the Ocean League for the
2010 season.

Head Coach Liane Sato was pleased with
how well her team did this season, and looks
forward to dominating the Ocean League
again next year with veterans like Krenik on
the court leading the Vikings.

Sato guided her team to a perfect 8-0
record in Ocean League play this season
en route to the Vikings earning the 2010
league title. They ended the regular season
in good shape, being ranked No. 6 in Div.
3-AA’s season ending polls, the only team
from the Ocean League to make the top 10
rankings.

However, Samohi’s season ended in mid-
November after the team qualified for the
CIF-SS Div. 3-AAA playoffs. They lost their
second round single elimination game to
Lancaster High School on Thursday, Nov. 14
after sweeping San Gorgonio High School in
the first round earlier that week.

news@smdp.com

BY NICK TABOREK
Daily Press Staff Writer

SMMUSD HDQTRS The school board is
pushing back against a line-item veto by
Gov. Schwarzenegger that education
activists say could greatly harm mental
health services for some special education
students in school districts here and across
California.

The veto stands to eliminate funding the
state normally provides for the mental
health services required by students who
receive individualized education plans to
cope with disabilities.

The school board on Monday passed a
resolution calling for the funding, which
pays for students’ mental health services
under a state law known as AB 3632, to be
restored.

“It has potentially very grave conse-
quences so we’re hoping to alert our
friends in Sacramento and in local gov-
ernment to the problem and hope that
folks who care about our schools will join
us in advocating for the reinstatement of
this funding,” said Ben Allen, the school
board’s vice chair.

It’s unclear how many Santa Monica-
Malibu Unified School District students may
be affected by the veto, according to Claudia
Landis, chair of the district’s Special
Education Advisory Committee, but experts
say 20,000 kids statewide benefit from serv-
ices funded under AB 3632.

Landis said it’s been clear for some time
that the state’s contribution to mental
health services is under fire, but
Schwarzenegger’s veto adds a measure of
urgency to efforts already underway to
find solutions.

Her committee, she said, is working with
the district’s Financial Oversight Committee
to look for new ways to deliver mental health
services at lower cost.

“Not only does it have a financial impact,
it really has a human impact,” Landis said of
the veto. “For kids that don’t have medical
insurance, this [program] may be the only
access to mental health services they have.”

nickt@smdp.com

HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS’ VOLLEYBALL

Samohi player
makes CIF-SS
first team

Ed board
takes stand
against
health cuts

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
■ Send letters to editor@smdp.com

Report: TV chef admitted to murder plot

3WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2010
Inside Scoop



Opinion Commentary
4 WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2010 We have you covered

OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters 
we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to editor@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.
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Respecting the process 
Editor:

The board of the Wilshire/Montana Neighborhood
Coalition supports the idea and the ideals of the LUCE.
We support the community process that brought forth
goals such as neighborhood conservation and sustain-
ability.

We also like the building heights in the draft LUCE.
We were — and are — far less happy with the last-

minute blizzard of height and density increases
brought forth by developers. These changes, largely
adopted by the Planning Commission and the City
Council over objections from residents, undermine our
faith in Santa Monica’s community process.

We hope City Hall will take these concerns seriously
when designing community process and dealing with
responses to the process.

We recall that the Planning Commission and City
Council said they could use zoning to provide us with
lower-scale development than the maximum allowed in
the LUCE. We hope to see this restraint in the zoning
process. We also look forward to inclusion of true com-
munity benefits in future developments.

Valerie Griffin
Chair, Wilshire/Montana Neighborhood Coalition

It wasn’t Jerry’s fault 
Editor:

The news that Jerry Rubin was asked to resign by
the cap-on-development faction of Santa Monicans for
Renters’ Rights comes as no surprise (”Rubin asked to
resign from SMRR,” Dec. 13, 2010, page 1). SMRR is an
organization fractured by division on the issue of
development, with the pro-development members
dominating the council. Of course that SMRR faction
would support Rubin as he draws votes away from can-
didates like [Ted] Winterer. To be fair, Rubin doesn’t
deserve all the credit; it was that insidious, last-minute
mailer that torpedoed Winterer’s candidacy.

I remember one year Rubin dropped out of the race
when he was told he would be a spoiler, but his name
remained on the ballot. This year he was again first on
the ballot, but was not allowed to use his middle name,
so some voters still confuse him with a certain
deceased yippie. 

Rubin did resign from the Treesavers under a cloud.
He loves to hear his own voice and would not tolerate
dissent. I often wonder how he supports himself; selling
buttons and bumper stickers on the boardwalk in
Venice and the Third Street Promenade must be lucra-
tive, and he never seems to get cold.

I consider Rubin to be representative of that part of
SMRR that must be purged; the cronyism and corrup-
tion that has been feeding off the public till for years.
They are responsible for turning this city into a haven
for tourists, while fostering dependency among the
homeless, creating traffic chaos and over development,
etc. That is the faction that tried to deny Winterer the
SMRR endorsement. They should welcome [Bob]
Holbrook into their ranks and change their name to
SMDR.

I left SMRR years ago when I realized they no longer
cared about renters.  If Santa Monica voters weren’t so
apathetic they would realize what was going on and
throw the bums out. Winterer should lead a recall of all
the pro-development council members, but like Al Gore,
he’s just too nice a guy. 

Jon Mann
Santa Monica

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send comments to editor@smdp.com 

WE’VE SEEN THIS BEFORE. AN OSTENSIBLY
conservative legislator sells out California
taxpayers by voting for a massive tax increase
and everyone is left dumbfounded wonder-
ing how could this possibly happen. Later,
maybe months or even years, the official gets
a cushy, high paying appointment on some
worthless board or commission. For those
who believe that these deals aren’t cut way at
the time of the offending vote, we’ve got
some swampland in Florida to sell you.

Let’s review. As part of the budget deal of
2009, the California Legislature slammed
taxpayers with the largest tax increase ever
enacted by any statehouse in the history of
America — $12 billion. Huge increases in
the state’s income tax, sales tax and the car
tax hit ordinary California citizens at the
worst possible time. But, in order to enact
this tax increase, three Republican votes
were needed in both the California Assembly
and Senate. Since virtually all Republicans
had signed a “no-tax” pledge, taxpayer
activists thought there was a sufficient cush-
ion to prevent the tax increase from going
forward.

But the deal went through with exactly
three Republican votes in each house — the
bare minimum to get the job done. In the
Senate, the votes came from Abel
Maldonado (no surprise there as he openly
sold out for placing the Open Primary meas-
ure on the ballot), Dave Cogdill (big surprise
as he was a staunch conservative) and Roy
Ashburn (also a surprise given the conserva-
tive bent of his district). In the Assembly, the
Republican votes came from Roger Niello of
Sacramento (but Niello had never signed the
pledge), Assemblyman Mike Villines (huge
surprise) and Anthony Adams, who had run
for office as a staunch fiscal conservative and
had signed the no-tax pledge.

The tax increases approved by the
Legislature were imposed immediately and
had a devastating effect on California’s econ-
omy. Moreover, hanging over the heads of
California taxpayers was another $16 billion
in tax increases — basically extending the
already imposed tax increases — for an
additional length of time. But the extension
of these tax increases was put before the vot-
ers in May of 2009 and, by now, California
voters had had enough. Proposition 1A was
defeated by a 2-1 margin.

The track record of those who betray tax-
payers is not good. Both Villines and

Maldonado ran for statewide office and lost.
Niello ran for the California Senate but was
bludgeoned by his main opponent, Ted
Gaines, who used Niello’s anti-taxpayer vote
to great advantage in a very conservative dis-
trict. Roy Ashburn termed out and his polit-
ical career is over. Anthony Adams was the
target of a recall effort that almost qualified
and was vilified by talk radio throughout
Southern California. Although not termed
out, he chose not to run for reelection real-
izing that, except for close relatives, he
wouldn’t be getting any votes. (And even the
close relatives were in doubt).

Regrettably, it appears that at least some
of the votes for the budget deal were pur-
chased with promises of appointments to
the myriad of worthless boards and com-
missions for which California is so famous.
In the case of Anthony Adams, who has no
experience in the field of corrections, he
received one of the juiciest plums of all: A
spot on the California Board of Parole
Hearings, which pays over $111,000 per year.
Along with benefits, including medical and
retirement, the value of this payoff is well in
excess of the salary alone. Villines, too, got
an appointment to a lesser board (paying
“only” $40,000 annually).

For taxpayers, such betrayals are very
painful. But there are several actions citizens
can take to minimize the risks of this hap-
pening in the future. First, voters should
base their support more on actions than
promises. Although not foolproof, voting for
candidates with a proven track record of
opposing tax increases helps. Second, for all
the criticism of “pledges,” we now know they
can be very helpful. Any candidate unwilling
to sign a “no new tax” pledge should be
immediately suspect. Third, any legislator
who violates his promise to his constituency
must not get a free pass. Activists from tax-
payer groups, conservative organizations
and the Tea Party movement must play the
role of enforcers to ensure that anyone who
supports tax hikes pays with the price of
their very political careers. For those who
believe this is distasteful, get over it. This
isn’t personal. It’s business.

JJOONN  CCOOUUPPAALL  is president of the Howard Jarvis
Taxpayers Association — California’s largest
grass-roots taxpayer organization dedicated to
the protection of Proposition 13 and the
advancement of taxpayers’ rights.

Jon Coupal Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Your column here

Betraying the voters 
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GERMAN CCAR SSERVICE
Specialist in Repair of Porsche VW Audi BMW

� Best alternative to high dealer prices
� Complete service and repair
� All work guaranteed
� Locally owned and operated since 1965

2202 OLYMPIC BLVD., SANTA MONICA  (310) 829-2563

ARIZONA AVE.
WILSHIRE BLVD.

14TH
 ST.

15TH
 ST.★

SANTA MONICA FAMILY DENTISTRY
DR. ALAN RUBENSTE IN

1260 15th ST. SUITE #703

( 3 1 0 )  7 3 6 - 2 5 8 9

WWW.ALANRUBENSTEINDDS.COM

FINDING A NEW
DENTIST IS TOUGH!!!

(BUT WE MAKE 
IT EASY!!!)

Tr y  our  NO OBLIGATION

$1 Exam WITH FULL XRAYS
(If you don’t like what we have to say we will give

you a copy of your x-rays at no charge)

Try our DENTAL CARE 
WITHOUT JUDGEMENT!

(no need to be embarassed if you haven’t been in for a long time)

How about our "NO HASSLE" 
dental insurance processing?

(we will take care of all your insurance paperwork)

• Nitrous oxide provided as a courtesy
• Payment Plans

• Emergencies can be seen today
• Our dentists and staff members are easy to talk to

YES WE DO: Cosmetics, Invisalign, Periodontics,
Oral Surgery, Zoom bleaching, Implants, and MORE

WWHATT AREE YOUU AFRAIDD OF?
Flying?? Publicc Speaking?

Doctors?? Exams?
Auditions?? Spiders?? Heights?
Wee cann makee themm disappear!

John McGrail, Ph.D, C.Ht.
(310) 235-2883  www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

Hypnotherapists are not licensed by the state of California as healing arts practitioners; for your benefit and protection, work on some issues may require a written referral
from a licensed physician or mental health professional.

3rd street Promenade Psychics
We would like to invite you to our New Location:
408 Broadway, Santa Monica, CA

Private Spiritual Consultation
CALL Today for $10 Special

PAST – PRESENT – FUTURE

For Appointment CALL:

(310) 956-2943

CALL US TODAY (310) 458-7737

SEE NEWS HAPPENING OR HAVE SOMETHING TO REPORT?

WAIT A SECOND. SOMETHING DOES NOT
make any sense. How can President George
Bush and President Barrack Obama come
up with the same strategy as presidents?

You see, as a Republican, I can say that
watching President Dubbya spend a trillion
dollars on wars, expanding the size of the
debt and government while using the Patriot
Act against honest Americans was embar-
rassing. Watching President Obama follow
the same game plan is downright suspicious.

For some very strange reason President
Hope and Change decided to keep
Guantanamo Bay open, continued the same
Bush tax plan and continued the same wars
that keep our troops in harm’s way after
promising to bring them home within 16
months. President Barry even found ways to
make sure his buddies at Goldman Sachs did
not loose money in the financial collapse,
you know the company that hired President
Bill Clinton’s son-in-law. We, of course, can-
not forget the fact that he had secret meet-
ings with health care executives after chiding
Bush, Bill and Hillary for doing that very
same thing the last time.

If you’re thinking what I’m thinking, then
maybe you’re wondering how he came up
with the same plans as George Bush came up
with?  If you’re a Democrat who believes
George Bush was an idiot, then you must be
having this sick feeling that imitation is the
sincerest form of flattery. I have another
solution that will blow your mind.

Just imagine for a second that you could
find a person who has no actual governing
experience — not even in a little state like
Alaska. When they were elected to lower
office, they did not show up 46 percent of
the time and voted with their party 96 per-
cent of the time. You have a person who has
not really held any high-level management
jobs, or had to make payroll. You might be
able to control that person, as long as you let
them run around and be president. Think
banana republics in Latin America or Africa.
If you and your powerful buddies got
together and wielded your massive influence
and power from behind the scenes, your
presidents could actually change every four
years, but policy would remain the same.
The voters would not revolt because they
voted for that person.

You see, the Democrats had control of
both houses of Congress, and could pass any
legislation they wanted for the first two years
Obama was in office. So how is it that all the
hopes and changes that were promised did-
n’t happen?  I believe President Obama is a
good man at heart. Unfortunately, I don’t
think Bush or Obama have what it takes to

stand up to the forces they have faced.
You don’t have to jump to the theory that

aliens are controlling their minds. Often the
answer is much more benign than that. A
number of years ago I learned that the exec-
utive secretary of a company often has more
power than other executives with titles. The
secretary and the deputy secretary in cabinet
positions change when presidents change.
What does not change are the people next in
command. Those people have a funny way
of ending up working for large companies
when they retire with full pensions. They get
jobs as very well-paid consultants if they
don’t go on to seek higher office.

But you don’t have to stray very from the
top to understand the power of this effect.
Bill Clinton went on to make some amazing
cash as a consultant. It would not surprise
me if George Bush and some of his friends
did not go on to make some fantastic money
as well. Have you noticed that no president
or any of his buddies have been busted for
inappropriate income. Let’s face it, speaking
engagements are one thing, but that’s not
where the real large money comes from.

Now I am not saying that Bill Clinton’s
son-in-law is not going to make an amazing
amount of money in his life, all on his own
merits, but what a message that would send
to the Obamas who are raising two bright
and wonderful little girls. The favor bank of
the world works a little different than pass-
ing envelopes full of cash. Often, how you
treat people leaving office tells the person
coming into office that they will get gold at
the end of the ride, as long as they don’t kill
the golden goose.

You see, it’s not against the law for a large
corporation to pay multi-million dollar fees
after a person leaves office. We know from
the fact that the IRS ignored Democratic
Congressman Charles Rangel for 17 years
that no one is watching out for bribes.
Companies can legally hire the family of
bureaucrats and politicians at much higher
rates than the market normally pays after
they leave office. That’s just the way of the
world. People with power and money got
that money and keep that money because
they understand how this works.

Its no fluke that Secretary of Defense
Robert Gates and Gen. Petraeus are both
from the previous administration that
President Obama was elected to change. If
the parties are starting to blur, it is not your
imagination. Presidents come and go, but the
real people that run our country never leave.

DDAAVVIIDD  AALLSSAABBEERRYY  can be reached at
alsabery@gmail.com.

TThhee  rriigghhtt  ppiicckk??

The City Council last week selected Richard
Bloom as Santa Monica’s next mayor.

SSoo,,  tthhiiss  wweeeekk’’ss  QQ--LLiinnee  qquueessttiioonn  aasskkss::

Did they get it right? If not, who
should have been selected?

Contact qline@smdp.com before Friday at 5
p.m. and we’ll print your answers in the weekend
edition of the Daily Press. You can also call (310)
458-7737 ext. 102.

SPONSORED BY

David Alsabery Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Hiding in the Open

Monkey see, monkey do
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LOS ANGELES The civilian board that over-
sees the Los Angeles police department
agreed unanimously on Tuesday to keep a
red-light camera program despite its low
ticket-collection rate.

The five members of the Police
Commission found that even though 77 per-
cent of citations issued last year have gone
uncollected, the 4-year-old program was
effective in reducing traffic collisions at the
32 city intersections where the cameras are
installed.

“This program should not be viewed as a
profit generator,” Commission President
John Mack said. “The point is public safety,
the point is to save people’s lives.”

A September audit questioned the effec-
tiveness of the program, finding that since
the program began in April 2006, about
56,000 citations worth more than $7 million
in potential revenue for the city remain tied
up in court.

Police blame Los Angeles County
Superior Court for not aggressively going
after drivers who were cited for running a
red light or making right turns on a red
light. Department officials said they urged
the court to notify the state Department of
Motor Vehicles to place a hold on the drivers

licenses of violators who fail to pay their
tickets, but the court has refused to inter-
vene.

Deputy Police Chief Michel Moore said
court officials felt that such a hold, which
would prevent drivers from renewing their
licenses until they resolve their tickets,
would be “arbitrary and too harsh.”

“They do not want to inconvenience the
motorist that may not be the actual violator,
that may simply be the registered owner and
somebody else was driving the vehicle,”
Moore said.

He said he was hopeful that the court will
reconsider.

“But at the end of the day, the depart-
ment’s concern is not in the cost neutrality
or the profit that might be gained by this sys-
tem, but rather the cost effectiveness in
terms of improving traffic safety,” he said.

A call to a court spokesperson was not
immediately returned Tuesday.

It costs about $3.9 million each year to run
the cameras and hire officers to review video
of red-light violations and issue citations.

Police said red-light related traffic colli-
sions at the 32 intersections have dropped by
63 percent, and that no one died since the
cameras came on at those intersections,
which saw a total of five deaths in the two
years before the surveillance began.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

LOS ANGELES A jury should decide whether
imprisoned record producer Phil Spector
should be refunded $1 million he paid to his
former criminal defense attorney after his
2003 arrest, a judge ruled Tuesday.

Los Angeles Superior Court Judge
Malcolm Mackey rejected a bid by Robert
Shapiro’s lawyers to have Spector’s claims
dismissed, saying it would be up to jurors to
decide whether the fee was nonrefundable.

The producer and Shapiro, who was a
member of O.J. Simpson’s defense team,
have been sparring over the money for years,
with Spector contending Shapiro took
advantage of him while he was facing
charges for shooting a woman at his man-
sion. Shapiro has countered that it was clear
that the fee was nonrefundable.

Shapiro did the equivalent of $186,000
hours of work on the case, his attorney said,
but that didn’t matter because the agreement
he signed with Spector guaranteed him the
$1 million.

Mackey pointedly questioned Shapiro’s
attorney Tuesday, asking whether the “Wall
of Sound” producer received enough of
Shapiro’s services to warrant the fee.

“You think a million dollars worth of
services was done here?” Mackey asked

attorney Joel Klevens.
“Absolutely,” the attorney responded,

noting that Shapiro secured Spector’s release
on bail and that he remained free until his
2009 conviction.

Klevens also said Shapiro retained a
group of experts “that no one else could have
assembled.” He noted that Spector used 10
attorneys to handle his case between his
arrest and his second trial, which ended with
the producer being convicted of second-
degree murder in the death of Lana
Clarkson.

Renowned for his work with musicians
such as The Beatles, The Righteous Brothers
and The Ronettes, Spector is now serving 19
years to life in state prison. He is appealing
his conviction.

His attorney, Michael Dempsey, said he
would like to have his client testify if the case
goes to trial in March, but said that would be
difficult.

“We think he’ll pay much better to the
jury than Shapiro,” Dempsey said.

Klevens faulted Spector for hiring and fir-
ing so many attorneys, and said during the
hearing that the record producer might not
have been convicted if he “had not been a lit-
tle bit looney.”

Klevens declined to comment on
Tuesday’s ruling.

Judge won’t dismiss
Spector legal fee dispute 

Board opts to keep 
L.A. red-light cameras

YOUR OPINION MATTERS! SEND YOUR LETTERS TO • Santa Monica Daily Press • Attn. Editor: • 1410 Broadway, Suite B • Santa Monica, CA 90401 • editor@smdp.com
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LOS ANGELES
Feds: Child porn ring nets multiple arrests 

Federal authorities in California say they have broken up an international child
pornography ring that spanned three continents and resulted in at least 16 arrests.

Indictments were returned last year in Los Angeles for some of the people facing child
pornography charges. Investigators say suspects have been charged in Romania, France
and Brazil, while others have been convicted in Norway and the United Kingdom.

More details are expected to be announced at a press conference Tuesday afternoon.
Court documents show those charged belonged to a members-only message board

known as “Lost Boy” where child pornography could be viewed.
Federal prosecutors say that in order to join the board, each member had to post explic-

it images. The site also stored a private library of child pornography for members to access.
ASSOCIATED PRESS

LOS ANGELES 
Regulator to PacifiCare: Keep $120M for fines 

The California insurance commissioner has ordered a health insurer to keep $120 mil-
lion in profits in California in case the money is needed to pay fines.

In an administrative order issued Monday, Commissioner Steve Poizner says
PacifiCare Life and Health Insurance should not send its dividends to its parent compa-
ny, Minnetonka, Minn.-based UnitedHealth Group.

Poizner says the insurer faces nearly $1 billion in fines for nearly 1 million alleged vio-
lations under the Unfair Practices Act.

Similar informal warnings have been issued to insurers in the past, but Poizner’s order
marks the first time a formal order to keep dividends has been issued.

A call to the insurer was not immediately returned.
AP

COMMERCE
L.A. sheriff: Trio probably never heard train 

Three men killed by an Amtrak train probably never heard it coming because they were
walking beside a moving freight train, Los Angeles County sheriff’s deputies said Tuesday.

“They were walking on the train tracks. There was a freight going east,” Sgt. Michael
Thomas said. “They probably didn’t hear the oncoming Amtrak train and got run over.”

The westbound Amtrak train, with 122 passengers and a crew of three, started to pass
the freight train Monday night. The conductor saw the men and braked, but couldn’t stop
the train before it hit the men.

The names of the dead have been withheld until relatives can be notified, said Ed
Winter, a spokesman for the Los Angeles County coroner’s office. The victims were male
Hispanics, possibly in their 20s, he said.

Homicide detectives did not find any evidence of foul play during their preliminary
investigation, Thomas said.

The bodies of two men were found close to the tracks. The remains of the third were
found nearby, Thomas said.

Investigators were trying to determine if the third man was thrown from the tracks,
dragged or even crawled away.

Amtrak spokeswoman Vernae Graham said the authorized track speed in the area is
79 mph and that the train was probably going full speed because it was 17 miles west of
Fullerton, its last stop.

Thomas said it was also possible the three men were not walking together at the time.
One may have been walking ahead of the others, he said.

Graham said it takes three football fields for a train going 79 mph to stop and people
repeatedly ignore danger warnings. People also walk along the tracks using cell phones
and music players that block the noise of oncoming trains, she said.

No one on the train was injured, said Graham. The passengers, headed from San Diego
to Los Angeles, were delayed more than five hours, she said.

All rail traffic was halted in the area. Graham said three other passenger trains were
delayed from 2? hours to 4? hours.

Commerce is about eight miles south of downtown Los Angeles.
AP

LOS ANGELES 
Brown warns educators of CA budget woes 

Gov.-elect Jerry Brown has warned California educational leaders to have their seat-
belts fastened when he unveils his 2011-12 state budget proposal next month.

During an education budget briefing Tuesday for some 200 school officials at UCLA,
Brown gave no specifics but said the state’s fiscal crisis is worse than he thought.

School district superintendents implored Brown to avoid further cuts in education
spending and urged him instead to spread out the cuts more evenly across state agencies.

The state’s K-12 education budget has been slashed by $7 billion over the last three
years.

Some administrators urged legislation that would allow parcel taxes to be approved
with a 51 percent vote instead of the current 55 percent threshold. Others asked for
more flexibility in how school districts can spend state monies.

AP
LOS ANGELES
George Clinton sues Black Eyed Peas over ‘Shut Up’ 

Funk pioneer George Clinton wants a federal judge to force the Black Eyed Peas to
shut up when it comes to sampling his music.

Clinton sued the Grammy-winning pop group in Los Angeles on Friday, claiming it used
elements of his 1979 song “(Not Just) Knee Deep” in remixes of their song “Shut Up.”

The song first appeared on the group’s 2003 album “Elephunk,” and it released “Shut
Up Remix” the same year. It also was used in another remix included on the deluxe edi-
tion of the Peas’ 2009 release, “The E.N.D.,” according to the complaint.

Clinton says he never granted permission for the use of his music, and he is seeking
copyright infringement damages and an injunction to block further sales of the remixes.

His lawsuit also names as defendants will.i.am and Fergie, the two highest-profile
members of Black Eyed Peas. He is also suing the group’s label, Universal Music Group.

A representative for attorney Ken Hertz, who represents the Black Eyed Peas, says he
doesn’t comment on client issues. 

STATE BRIEFS
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1-888-5-RED-CROSS
(888-573-3276)

It’s a simple procedure to add coverage for
all kinds of dental care onto a group insur-
ance policy. Of course, it costs a slight bit
extra every month… but it sure could ease
the pain of paying big dental bills.

This was our message in the 1970’s...
Some things just don’t change

(310) 829-7283
2632 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica, CA 90403 

www.mathnasium.com/santamonica

BOB GABRIEL CO. INSURANCE

Mercury Insurance has cut rates on auto, 
homeowners, and renters insurance. 
Please call for new discounted rates.

Phone Quotes Available

Personalized Insurance
Auto Experts Life, Disability & Pension

Homeowners Commercial & Business

Workers Compensation Group & Individual Health

Representing “A” rated companies including
MERCURY INSURANCE

310.829.0305
2325 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica

www.bobgabrielinsurance.com

Family Owned 
Business

Day Care•  Grooming•  Pet Photography

Professional Pet Photography
Book session receive 15%

same day RETAIL Purchase

2709 B Santa Monica Blvd 

310-310-3567

Location, Location, Location
Storage units available at 14/Colorado

FREE 
MONTH!!!

Easy and Convenient Storage, in the middle of Santa Monica!

Mention this ad when you call for details.

(310) 450-1515
1620 14th st. Santa Monica, CA 90404
www.SantaMonicaMiniStorage.com

CITY HALL 
Counting on volunteers

City Hall is looking for more than 200 volunteers to help with the 2011 Homeless
Count, an annual street-by-street count of homeless people living on the streets of Santa
Monica. 

Data from previous counts showed that there was a 25 percent reduction in homeless-
ness from 2007 to 2010.

No experience is required. Training will be provided. Teams of two and three people will sur-
vey Santa Monica’s streets and count homeless individuals. Security will be provided. 

For more information contact Dina Aubrey at (310) 458-8701 or dina.aubrey@smgov.net.
To learn more about City Hall’s efforts to address homelessness, go to www.homelessness-
action.smgov.net. Those interested in volunteering can fill out a survey at
www.smgov.net/homelesscountvolunteer.aspx.

DAILY PRESS 
SMMUSD HDQTRS 
Accepting applications 

The Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School District’s Financial Oversight Committee cur-
rently has four vacancies that need to be filled and you could be a candidate. The school dis-
trict is looking for volunteers with business and/or financial expertise to serve.  

Application forms are available through the superintendent’s office or via the dis-
trict’s web site at smmusd.org/fiscal/financialDAC.html. The deadline for applications is
Friday, Jan. 14, 2011. They can be mailed to the district office (1651 16th St., Santa Monica,
Calif., 90404), faxed to (310) 581-1138, or scanned and e-mailed to
swahrenbrock@smmusd.org.

Financial Oversight Committee meetings are currently scheduled once a month at the
district headquarters at 7 p.m.

DP

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

expects engagement and ample opportunity
for public input on this decision,” de la Torre
said.

The board is set to formally hire a firm at
its next meeting on Jan. 13.

Ben Allen, the board’s newly appointed
vice chair, agreed that Escalante’s roots in the
district were an important aspect of his
firm’s pitch.

“I think having that local experience was
a positive factor,” Allen said.

Leadership Associates’ fee is $28,500. The
other two finalists for the contract with the
district were Dave Long & Associates and
Proact Search, an Illinois-based firm that
was the only out-of-state finalist.

Allen said California’s unique education
financing laws made going with an in-state
firm more attractive to members of the
board.

“We want to look really broadly, but I
think we also want to have a firm that knows
the California superintendent landscape
really well,” he said.

nickt@smdp.com

SEARCH
FROM PAGE 1
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WE’RE BACK! 

All New Santa Monica Infiniti
New Owners – New Location (3219 Santa Monica Blvd) – Experienced Management and Staff

No Games, 
No Gimmicks, 

Just great service

2011 Infiniti – QX56

2011 Infiniti – M372010 Infiniti – G37 Sedan

2010 Infiniti – G37 Coupe
2010 Infiniti – FX35

(310)828-4424 www.santamonicainfiniti.com

failed fertility treatments over 10 years and
were deep in debt as a result.

“His wife was brokenhearted and lament-
ing over the treatments. The defendant then
said that this was a ‘merciful’ way to end her
suffering,” the report states.

Cruz told authorities he considered
killing himself and his wife on Mother’s
Day because it was the most difficult hol-
iday for her but instead decided to hire
someone to slash her throat. His plan
involved going to a book-signing and
party for his latest cookbook, “The Love
Diet,” then returning home to find his
wife dead.

The couple never considered adopting
because, “There were other adopted children
in the extended family and ... they were not
treated the same as biological children,” the
report states.

Cruz, 48, pleaded no contest in a plea
agreement to a charge of solicitation of mur-
der, and prosecutors dropped a more serious
count of attempted murder.

The agreement called for a nine-year
prison sentence, but defense attorney
Shawn Chapman Holley said Cruz was
expected to serve half of the term
because no serious, violent felony was
committed.

Campbell did not make a victim
impact statement at the sentencing, and
she and Holley later declined to speak
with reporters.

Santa Monica police were tipped to the
plan by the homeless men approached by
Cruz.

They said Cruz gave them 10, $100
bills that had been cut in half and said

he would provide the other halves after
the killing. Police found the remaining
half-bills in Cruz’s wallet, the report
states.

Police detectives placed Cruz under
surveillance and later videotaped him
arranging the murder with the men and
driving one of them to his Westwood
condo to show him how to get in, prose-
cutors said.

Cruz was concerned that his dogs not
be harmed and gave the men treats to
keep the animals quiet. Cruz first dis-
cussed having his wife’s throat slashed
with a box cutter, the report said, but also
suggested strangling her with her panty-
hose

He was quoted as telling the men: “If it
ends up bloody, that’s fine ... But I prefer not
to have a mess.”

The El Salvador-born Cruz told detec-
tives he got the idea for his wife’s death from
a mystery novel but came up with the idea to
cut the bills himself.

A former pastry chef at the Hotel Bel-Air,
Cruz’s weight loss led to a new career on the
Discovery Health Network’s “Body
Challenge 3.”

That led to “Calorie Commando” on the
Food Network. The show, which focused on
remaking favorite recipes in low-calorie ver-
sions, ended in 2006.

Cruz then published “The Calorie
Countdown Cookbook.” The subsequent
“Love Diet” book was published after his
arrest and featured aphrodisiac recipes.

Friends described Cruz and his lawyer
wife as a devoted couple. After his arrest, he
told police, “Even though I was planning on
whacking her, I’m very devoted,” according
to the probation report.

He gave her a wink and a smile at his sen-
tencing.

PLOT
FROM PAGE 3
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(213) 482-1567 
nowlegalonline.com

Celebrating  
40 Years

*CALL US FOR DETAILS

2 4 - H O U R  A T T O R N E Y  S E R V I C E

* Get a FREE Lunch with every 10 Deliveries

• Rush Messenger Service
• Rush Court Filings
• Licensed Process Servers
• Mobile Notaries
• Mobile Copy Service
• Drivers Equipped with a Handheld 

Radio for Immediate Contact

dining. Restaurants should also pay higher
rents the more they enclose outdoor dining,
as the enclosures essentially turn a public
space — the sidewalk — into a private one.

Restaurant operators along the Third
Street Promenade, one of the most expensive
places to operate, said a sluggish economy
and competition from Santa Monica Place
eateries have hurt their bottom lines, some
saying receipts are down anywhere from 9 to
20 percent.

A consultant conducted a survey of
surrounding rents for restaurants and
developed the preliminary pricing
scheme, said Miriam Mack, City Hall’s
economic development manager. Mack
said the average outdoor dining license is
issued for five years. Those renewing or
applying for a new license would be sub-
ject to the new rents if they are approved
by the council.

Restaurateurs, along with members of
the Bayside District Corp. board, pleaded
with city staff to postpone their presenta-
tion on the rent increases to the council to
give the economy more time to recover.
Some suggested recalculating the pro-
posed rent increases, creating a more
affordable fee scale, with increases tied to
the Consumer Price Index, which helps
measure inflation.

Jeff Decker, who owns The Yard on
Broadway near Second Street, said outdoor
dining needs to be protected because  it
“does enhance the [pedestrian] experience.”

“We maintain the sidewalk as if it was the
inside of our restaurant,” Decker said,
demonstrating how outdoor dining is bene-

ficial to City Hall and the community.
West Hooker, co-owner of Locanda del

Lago on Arizona Avenue in Downtown, said
restaurants who offer outdoor dining are
“adding something to the area,” by activating
the street. Restaurants add flowers and fur-
nishings, among other touches, to create a
vibe. He asked city staff to lower the rents,
keeping in mind that restaurants can’t use
their outdoor dining areas 365 days a year
because of the weather or other conditions.

Barbara Bryan, a member of Bayside and
co-owner of the Interactive Cafe on
Broadway, said City Hall must decide if it
wants to nurture small businesses or just
make money, creating a situation where high
rents equal high turnover.

Patricia Hoffman, co-chair of Santa
Monica’s leading political party — Santa
Monicans for Renters’ Rights — who sits on
the Bayside board as a representative of the
community, spoke in favor of increasing the
rents, particularly for those restaurants that
use full enclosures.

However, Hoffman agreed the time is not
right to introduce the new rents given the
struggling economy.

City Hall currently manages 48 outdoor
dining licenses, which generates approxi-
mately $318,000 annually, said Donna
Rickman in the Economic Development
Division.

The proposed rents are expected to go
before the council during budget discussions
early next year, with adoption expected in
June. Council members have yet to weigh in
on the rents, however, there is speculation
that with City Hall facing budget deficits in
the coming years, generating more revenue
will be a top priority.

kevinh@smdp.com

RENT
FROM PAGE 1
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RECYCLE NOW!
Aluminum Cans

$1.80 per pound with 
this coupon expires 12-31-10

Aluminum       Plastic       Glass       Bi-Metal       Newspaper
CardboardWhite/Color/Computer Paper       Copper & Brass       

X
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Santa Monica Recycling Center
2411 Delaware Avenue in Santa Monica

(310) 453-9677

Change your water ...

CHANGE YOUR LIFE
with “Beyond O2” Alkaline Water
Alkaline Water

reverses the
effects of

illness and
leads to:

• increased energy
• anti-aging
• positive mood
• stabilized blood sugars
• weight loss

• better digestion
• lower cholesterol
• clear skin
• disease reversal

(gout, diabetes, etc.)

(310) 664-8880
Beyond O2 Water House

2209 Main St., Santa Monica, CA 90405
www.cleanme.tv/category/101

(Segment Mar. 20)

FREE
5 gallons of “Beyond O2”

Alkaline Water
Beyond O2 Water

(310) 664-8880
With this coupon.

Not valid with other offers or prior purchases.
*Please bring an empty container for your water or you may purchase a container at the store

www.beyondo2water.com

Home and Office Delivery NOW AVAILABLE! W

The Pretenders Studio believes in a healthy body image, positive attitude and the power to communicate through creativity.

www.thepretendersstudio.com

Registration now open! 

WINTER SESSION
BEGINS JANUARY 3RD

1635 16th Street, Santa Monica CA 90404  • (310) 450-1800

CLASSES FILLING

UP FAST...RESERVE

YOUR TIME NOW.

BRAND

NEW

FACILITY

www.youtube.com/user/jondevore.)
One Santa Monica resident, Jeremy

Corbell, filmed both jumps and posted the
footage on YouTube, drawing considerable
interest from other Westsiders who too saw
the bright lights. Corbell told the Daily Press
last week that he thought the bright lights
falling to the earth were debris. He had no
idea they were skydivers.

San Antonio Spurs star Manu Ginobili
also saw one of the jumps while his team
was in town getting ready to play the Los
Angeles Clippers. He posted footage on his
blog, prompting TMZ.com to post a short
story on its website last week. Ginobili

thought the lights were from an experi-
mental jet aircraft.

DeVore, manager of the Red Bull Air
Force, said on his blog that he had no idea
people thought he and his partner may have
been alien aircraft.

“As soon as I saw the videos on the news
I busted up laughing,” DeVore wrote on red-
bullairforce.com, which also includes
footage of one of the jumps. “It was us
jumping with our night flares.”

Stephens said Red Bull had no intention
of fooling the public.

“We had no idea they’d be spotted as
UFOs,” she said, “but glad we’re able to help
solve the mystery!”

Case closed.

kevinh@smdp.com 

UFO
FROM PAGE 1
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SURF CONDITIONS WATER TEMP: 61°
SWELL FORECAST
Looks weaker as the wind swell backs off. Most all breaks are looking at waist high waves. 

LONG RANGE SYNOPSIS
SHOULD SEE ANOTHER BURST OF WIND SWELL, INCREASING WEST FACING BREAKS INTO CHEST HIGH SURF, WITH PERIODS RUNNING 11 SECONDS.   

TIDE FORECAST FOR TODAY IN SANTA MONICA
310-478-3001 ext. 100 www.californiarecycles.com

You can also shop for recycled

office products and compostable

tableware and utensils 

in our online store. 

www.californiarecycles-store.com

Recycle old electronics
For Cash*

We pay the best rates for:

Celll Phones TVs
Computers And much more

Drop your items off at 1932 Cotner Ave. in 

West Los Angeles and mention this offer for cash
* Some restrictions apply

CITY OF SANTA MONICA
NOTICE INVITING BIDS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Santa Monica invites sealed bids for: 

BID #3020 – FURNISH AND DELIVER ONE (1) NEW AND UNUSED HYDROSTATIC DRIVE-
HIGH PRESSURE JETTER VACUUM UNIT FOR THE WATER RESOURCES DIVISION.

Please refer to the bid packet for further details.
The bid packet can be downloaded at:
http://vendors.planetbids.com/SantaMonica/QuickSearch.cfm
Submission Deadline is January 11, 2011 at 3:00 PM Pacific Time.

Request for bid forms and specifications may be obtained from the City of Santa Monica, 1717 4th

St., Suite 250, Santa Monica, California, by calling (310) 458-2211, or by e-mailing your request to

kimberlie.nimori@smgov.net.  Bids must be submitted on forms furnished by the City of Santa Monica.

Vendors interested in doing business with the City of Santa Monica are encouraged to register online at

http://www.smgov.net/finance/purchasing/

CITY OF SANTA MONICA
NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS: 

BIKE TRANSIT CENTER OPERATOR

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Santa Monica invites proposals for: 

INVITATION #121010: RFP BIKE TRANSIT CENTER OPERATOR. 

Submission deadline is January 24, 2011 at 5:00 PM PT.

The bid packet can be downloaded at:

http://vendors.planetbids.com/SantaMonica/QuickSearch.cfm

Vendors interested in doing business with the City of Santa Monica are encouraged to register

online at http://www.smgov.net/finance/purchasing/

Further information about the Request for Proposals for a Bike Transit Center Operator may be

obtained by calling (310) 458-2241 or by e-mailing your request to annette.colfax@smgov.net.  

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

LOS ANGELES Free-agent catcher Dioner
Navarro agreed Tuesday to a $1 million, one-
year contract with the Dodgers, bringing
him back for a second stint in Los Angeles.

Navarro played for the Dodgers for parts
of two seasons before being traded to Tampa
Bay in June 2006.

The switch-hitting Navarro batted .194
with a home run and seven RBI in 48 games

last season. The Rays didn’t offer him a con-
tract for 2011.

Navarro made the All-Star team in 2008
when he hit a career-high .295. He caught
every inning of 16 postseason games that
year that ended with the Rays losing to
Philadelphia in the World Series.

Last week, the Dodgers re-signed catcher
Rod Barajas to a one-year deal a day after
deciding not to offer a contract to catcher
Russell Martin.

MLB

Navarro gets $1 million
deal with Dodgers 

office (310) 458-7737

DO YOU HAVE COMMUNITY NEWS?
Submit news releases to editor@smdp.com or by fax at (310) 576-9913
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The Meaning of Lila By John Forgetta & L.A. Rose

By Jim DavisGarfield

Strange Brew

Girls and Sports By Justin Borus and Andrew Feinstein

Chill, Scorpio
ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★ Don't let a sense of negativity or redundan-
cy over an issue or situation aggravate you. Take a
deep breath, with the knowledge that there is some-
thing better ahead. Creativity often stems from frus-
tration like this. Tonight: Detach from your daily life. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★ The less said the better, considering the
mood you are in. In fact, if you can take a person-
al day or decide to exit from one day of your life,
the time is now. Consider yourself on sabbatical.
Tonight: Greet a loved one with a big smile. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)  
★★★★ You attempt to home in on the basics yet
are continuously distracted by an idea or a loved
one. Make this diversion OK, and you will find that
you have an easier time concentrating. Watch a
key loved one or associate take that extra step.
Tonight: Getting into some Santa chores. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★★ Take a stand, understanding that something
better lies ahead. Your ability to deal with a domes-
tic matter and work matter (or community matter)
at the same time might not be up to par. Leave one
before going to the other. Prioritize in order to get
results. Tonight: Understand that all the nurturing in
the world cannot change some issues. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★ Keep reaching out for others, and don't
stand on ceremony. Everyone is a bit uptight
right now. Why would you be any different? If
you can get past tension, you could be instru-
mental in eliminating it for you and for others.
Tonight: Detach rather than react. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★★★ Relate on a one-on-one level, opening
up doors if possible. What you think is creative
or a great project could get shut down. Relax.
This, too, will pass. Use care with spending. A
mistake or risk could be a problem. Tonight:
Snuggle in, even if it is with the cat! 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★ Do you realize the kibosh you are putting
on others' ideas and plans? Let go of negativi-
ty and try to loosen up. Then communication
will become more fulfilling and worthwhile.
Establish limits. Tonight: Go with a suggestion. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★ You might be tired or a little depressed. Not
realizing this drain, you could go out and wonder
why others react so strangely. Know when to
leave an uncomfortable situation. Focus on your
to-do list only. Tonight: Put your feet up. Chill. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★ You generally can count on your inge-
nuity, but perhaps not at the moment. You
could be overthinking a situation, trying to fig-
ure out the best way. Friends, associates and
others in general don't seem to be helpful.
Tonight: Let off steam. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★ Realize your limitations and why issues
involving boundaries are happening. A parent,
elder or boss could be in a bad mood. Don't you
think it has gone on a little too long? Perhaps
you could be as much at fault here. Tonight: Do
some serious soul searching. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★ Keep conversations moving. If you
aren't able to get enough information or
detach sufficiently in order to see the big pic-
ture, relax. A friend could be instrumental in
helping you. For some, a meeting allows nega-
tivity to clear up. Tonight: Favorite spot,
favorite people. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★ Understand that a partner feels fright-
ened and uptight. All your efforts lead to
nowhere. Know when and how to let go. You
also might decide to take the lead with spend-
ing or a risk. You appear to be more flexible.
Tonight: Treat yourself too! 

This year, letting go may be the key to your success. Don't stand on ceremo-

ny any longer, and give up any vindictiveness, if possible. Greater creativity

and energy will result. If you are single, a major love affair could define your

next year. Look to meeting this person probably in the first half of 2011. If you are attached, the two of you could be welcoming a

new addition to your family. Of course, this might be a new pet, so don't fret! Romance seems to be in the air spring 2011. Artists

and creative sorts bloom this year, possibly creating their life's masterpiece. ARIES can be provocative and fun at the same time.  

★★★★★Dynamic   
★★★★ Positive 
★★★ Average   

★★ So-So   
★ Difficult

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:Happy birthday

By John Deering Speed Bump By Dave Coverly

Aero Theatre
1328 Montana Ave.
(310) 260-1528

Moscow, Belgium (NR) 1hr 42min
7:30pm
A Belgian beer reception will follow

the screening. 
Call theater for more information.

AMC Loews Broadway 4
1441 Third Street Promenade
(310) 458-6232

Morning Glory (PG-13) 1hr 42min
2:20pm, 7:15pm

Unstoppable (PG-13) 1hr 38min
12:30pm, 2:55pm, 5:15pm, 7:30pm,
9:55pm

Due Date (R) 1hr 35min
12:00pm, 4:55pm, 9:45pm

Social Network (PG-13) 2hrs 00min
3:45pm, 6:45pm

Chronicles of Narnia: The Voyage of
the Dawn Treader in Digital 3D (PG)
1hr 52min
1:20pm, 4:10pm, 7:00pm, 9:50pm

Warrior's Way (NR) 1hr 40min
12:15pm, 10:00pm

AMC Santa Monica 7
1310 Third St.
(310) 451-9440

Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows -
Part 1 (PG-13) 2hrs 30min
11:40am, 3:10pm, 6:30pm, 9:50pm

Tangled in Disney Digital 3D (PG) 1hr
40min
11:20am, 2:00pm, 4:35pm, 7:15pm,
9:45pm

Burlesque (PG-13) 1hr 40min
1:00pm, 4:00pm, 7:00pm, 10:00pm

Chronicles of Narnia: The Voyage of
the Dawn Treader in Digital 3D (PG)
1hr 52min
11:30am, 12:30pm, 2:20pm, 3:20pm,
5:10pm, 6:15pm, 7:55pm, 9:00pm,
10:30pm

Black Swan (R) 1hr 50min
10:45am, 11:30am, 1:15pm, 2:05pm,
3:50pm, 4:45pm, 6:45pm, 7:45pm,
9:30pm, 10:30pm

Laemmle’s Monica Fourplex
1332 Second St.
(310) 478-3836

Night Catches Us (R) 1hr 30min
1:00pm, 3:20pm, 5:40pm, 8:00pm,
10:15pm

All That I Love (Wszystko co kocham)
(NR) 1hr 30min
1:00pm, 7:40pm, 9:55pm

Inside Job (PG-13) 1hr 48min
1:30pm, 4:10pm, 7:00pm, 9:40pm

127 Hours (R) 1hr 33min
12:50pm, 3:10pm, 5:30pm, 7:55pm,
10:15pm

Beats of Freedom (Zew wolnosci) (NR)
1hr 13min
3:10pm, 5:20pm

AMC Criterion 6 
1313 Third Street Promenade
(310) 395-1599 

Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows -
Part 1 (PG-13) 2hrs 30min
12:40pm, 4:00pm, 7:15pm, 10:30pm

Love and Other Drugs (R) 1hr 53min
1:25pm, 4:10pm, 7:00pm, 9:45pm

Megamind 3D (PG) 1hr 36min
12:30pm, 3:05pm, 5:30pm, 8:00pm

Next Three Days (PG-13) 2hrs 02min
noon, 10:20pm

Tangled (PG) 1hr 40min
1:10pm, 3:40pm, 6:10pm, 8:40pm

Tourist (PG-13) 1hr 43min
1:15pm, 2:45pm, 4:15pm, 5:15pm,

6:45pm, 7:45pm, 9:30pm, 10:15pm

For more information, e-mail news@smdp.com

MOVIE TIMES
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■ In November, the California
Supreme Court ruled unanimously
that some illegal immigrants are
entitled to enroll in the state's uni-
versities at the in-state residents'
rate (saving as much as $23,000 a
year) even though U.S. citizens at
the same schools may have to pay
higher fees as non-California resi-
dents. Though federal law prevents
special benefits to illegal immi-
grants, California's law grants any-
one who has attended the state's
high schools for at least three
years, and graduated, to pay resi-
dent rates -- irrespective of their
parents' legal residency. 
■ Chadwick St.-OHarra, 59, and
Steve Righetti, 59, filed lawsuits in
small claims court in San Rafael,
Calif., in November against the
Seafood Peddler restaurant for
"injuries." Cutting into the escar-
got at dinner in June, both men
were squirted in the face by
streams of hot garlic butter. Still,
the men finished the meal and
admitted that only later did they
grow to resent the restaurant
staff's insufficient remorse. Said
St.-OHarra, "It was the friggin'
rudeness" that provoked them to
sue. 

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

bbrraazzeenn
\\  BBRREEYY--zzuuhhnn  \\    ,,  aaddjjeeccttiivvee;;
1. Shameless or impudent.
2. Made of brass.

WORD UP!

Sudoku
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column, and 3x3 block. Use logic
and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from ★ (easiest) to ★★★★★ (hardest).

King Features Syndicate

23  27  33  44  46
Meganumber: 36
Jackpot: $104M

3  4  22  32  44
Meganumber: 8
Jackpot: $12M

4  6  9  33  38

MIDDAY: 5 2 1
EVENING: 6 0 4

1st: 05 California Classic
2nd: 08 Gorgeous George
3rd: 01 Gold Rush
RACE TIME: 1:41.45

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number
information, mistakes can occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California
State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game
information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery
retailers. Visit the California State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

DAILY LOTTERY

• Fill the grid with the set of given
numbers (1 to 12) to satisfy the
Equa demands (7 to 24) in the shad-
ed boxes. The Equa demands repre-
sent the sum of the digits that you
will insert into the empty squares.

• Each horizontal row has one Equa
demand to satisfy; each vertical col-
umn also has one demand to satis-
fy. Each empty square in the grid
dictates the math operation (addi-
tion +, subtraction -, multiplication
X, and division ÷) that must be per-
formed to meet the demands.

• You must follow the given math
operations for each square and you
must make sure all the numbers sat-
isfy the demands in the shaded
boxes when connected in adjacent
threes and calculated together from
left to right, and top to bottom.

• The numbers you insert into the
grid must satisfy the Equa demands
both horizontally and vertically.

For more games, 
go to www.arithmo.com

TM

GETTING STARTED
There are many strategies to solving
Sudoku. One way to begin is to
examine each 3x3 grid and figure
out which numbers are missing.
Then, based on the other numbers in
the row and column of each blank
cell, find which of the missing num-
bers will work. Eliminating numbers
will eventually lead you to the
answer.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

1914World War I: The Serbian
Army recaptures

Belgrade from the invading
Austro-Hungarian Army.

1914A gas explosion at
Mitsubishi Hojyo coal

mine, Kysh, Japan, kills 687.

1917World War I: An
armistice is reached

between the new Bolshevik gov-
ernment and the Central Powers.

1939Gone with the Wind
receives its première

at Loew's Grand Theatre in
Atlanta, Georgia, USA.

1941Holocaust: German
troops execute over

15,000 Jews at Drobitsky Yar, a
ravine southeast of the city of
Kharkiv, Ukraine.

1941The American Federation
of Labor adopts a no-

strike policy in war industries.

1942The Battle of Mount
Austen, the Galloping

Horse, and the Sea Horse begins
during the Guadalcanal campaign.

TODAY IN HISTORY

A nationally known financial expert says many

seniors who have savings accounts make these

mistakes, costing themselves and their families

thousands of dollars! They risk their retirement

security, increasing the chance they could outlive

their money. This is true whether they handle

retirement savings themselves, or with help from a

professional!  Are you needlessly losing thousands

of dollars?  Find out NOW, by getting this eye

opening FREE report that reveals retirement sav-

ings secrets that banks and insurance companies

don't want you to know!  

Call toll-free, 800-238-1719, 24 hrs. for a 
FREE recorded message and get this report.
CALL NOW, before it's too late!

"Seniors!  
Do You Know
The Jealously
Guarded Secrets
Banks Hide
From You That
Could Cost You
Thousands?"
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $5.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 3:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:30 p.m. PAYMENT: All pri-
vate party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press,
P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For
information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm     LOCATION 410 Broadway, Suite B, Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310)458-7737
CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!

There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.
Prepay your ad today!

Classifieds
$550 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!

Miscellaneous
AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train for high 
paying Aviation Maintenance Career. 
FAA approved program. Financial aid if 
qualified - Housing available CALL 
Aviation Institute of Maintenance 
(866)453-6204.

FREE HD for LIFE! DISH Network. 
$24.99/mo. - Over 120 Channels. Plus 
$500 BONUS! Call 1-800-915-9514.

Employment
1000 ENVELOPES = $5000
Receive $3-$7 per
Envelope stuffed with
sales materials.
GUARANTEED! 24/hr Recording: 
800-985-2977

Front Desk Receptionist. We are looking 
to hire a Receptionist and would love to 
hear from you if you are 18 years of age 
and above, have a High School Diploma 
or GED, have good communication and 
people skills and can handle various re-
sponsibilities. We are looking for char-
acteristics more so than experience, so 
if you are upbeat, friendly and like to 
help people, please apply today! Con-
tact us: ( dagarner@live.com )

MYSTERY SHOPPERS! Earn up to $150 
daily. Get paid to shop pt/ft. Call now 
800-690-1272.

Help Wanted
ACTORS/MOVIE EXTRAS - 
$150-$300/Day depending on job. No 
experience. All looks needed. 
1-800-281-5185-A103

Assemble CD Cases from Home! Extra 
income, Call our Live Operators
1-800-405-7619 Ext110 (no 
MD/ND/WI/SD)

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from home. 
Medical, Business, Paralegal, Account-
ing, Criminal Justice. Job placement as-
sistance. Computer available. Financial 
aid if qualified. Call 800-494-3586 
www.CenturaOnline.com

CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed DIA-
BETIC TEST STRIPS - up to $17/Box! 
Shipping paid. Sara 1-800-371-1136. 
www.cash4diabeticsupplies.com

THE JOB FOR YOU! $500 Sign-on-bonus. 
Travel the US with our young minded 
enthusiastic business group. Cash and 
bonuses daily. Call Jan 888-361-1526 
today

Business Opps
GREAT PAYING... Frac Sand Hauling 
Work in Texas. Need Big Rig,Pneumatic 
Trailer & Blower. 817-769-7621

Adoption
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION? 
You choose from families nationwide. 
LIVING EXPENSES PAID. Abby's One True 
Gift Adoptions. 866-413-6292, 24/7 
Void/Illinois

Electronics
DIRECT to home Satellite TV $19.99/mo. 
FREE installation, FREE HD-DVR up-
grade. New customers - No Activation 

Electronics
Fee! Credit/Debit Card Req. Call 
1-800-795-3579

Wanted
Sell your diabetes test strips any 
kind/brand unexpired $16.00 box ship-
ping paid 1-800-266-0702 
www.selldiabeticstrips.com

For Rent
1248 11TH st.unit E 32+1.5 , lower car-
pet stove, blinds, laundry, wood floor-
ing, balcony parking,  no pets.on site 
manager $1750.(310)393-6322 
www.jkwproperties.com

501 N. Venice 1+1, #26 $1250/mo 
stove, fridge, carpet, utilities included, 
laundry, parking, no pets. 
(310)574-6767 www.jkwproperties.com

501 N. Venice unit 23 single, $1025/mo 
$750 off move-in stove, fridge, carpet, 
utilities included, laundry, parking, no 
pets. (310)574-6767 www.jkwproper-
ties.com

833 5TH St. SM upper unit 209 1+1 
$1795 stove, carpet, blinds, swimming 
pool, laundry, , wood/tile floors, inter-
com entry, gated parking, no pets. 
(310)393-2547 www.jkwproperties.com

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310)869-7901

505 Barrington Ave. #11 2+2,
Brentwood $1895

2110 Bentley Ave. #304, Penthouse 
2+2, loft $2595

928 17th St. #B. 1 Bd / 1 Bth. 
Lower. $1495

WE HAVE MORE VACANCIES ON THE 
WESTSIDE

www.howardmanagement.com
rentals@howardmanagement.com

MAR VISTA 11924 Courtleigh dr. unit 5 
stove, fridge, blinds, utilities included, 
on-site laundry, parking, no pets, 
$995/mo (310)737-7933 
jkwproperties.com

MAR VISTA 12450 Culver Blvd. gated 
parking, intercom entry, stove, fridge, 
utilities included, laundry, parking, no 
pets. $995 and up $750 off move-in 
(888)414-7778 www.jkwproperties.com 

MAR VISTA 12610 CASWELL ave.unit 1, 
1bdrm/1ba $1075/mo. stove, fridge, 
time/carpet,floors ceiling fan blinds, 
parking, laundry, no pets. $750 off 
move-in (310)578-7512 www.jkwprop-
erties.com

MAR VISTA: 12434 CULVER Blvd.   1+1 
stove, fridge, AC, carpets blinds, laun-
dry room, intercom entry, gated parking, 
no pets.$1100/mo $750 off move-in 
(888)414-7778 www.jkwproperties.com

Santa Monica $795. Prime location, 
North of Wilshire. Partially . Close to 
Beach. Call:  or 310-666-8361

SM. ADJACENT Ocean View large 2+2, 
top of hill, private drvway/sundeck 2 
parking, $2095 (310)390-4610

For Rent
VENICE 714 1/2 Indiana Ave. 2 bedroom 
1 bath lower, unit stove, ceiling fans 
tile hardwood floors laundry gated en-
try, small pet OK with deposit $1595 
(310)578-7512 www.jkwproperties.com

Commercial Lease

PRIME SANTA MONICA WALK TO 
OCEAN AND promenade on 6th and 
Santa Monica Blvd. basement for 
rent. Great for architectural office, 
internet start up, or storage,  8000 
square feet $2900Call 
(310)995-5136

Real Estate
***FREE Foreclosure Listings*** OVER 
400,000 properties nationwide. Low 
down payment. Call now 800-250-2043.

Land liquidation 20 acres $0 down, 
$99/mo. Only $12,900 Near growing El 
Paso, TX Guaranteed Owner Financing. 
No credit check! Money back guarantee. 
Free Maps-Pictures! 866-257-4555 
www.sunsiteslandrush.com

Storage Space
GARAGE RENTAL for storage S.M. 
$195.00 month 1 Car garage for stor-
age, individually locked, Alley access, 
near S.M. City College (310) 490-9326

Automotive
WANTED JAPANESE MOTORCYCLES KA-
WASAKI,1970-1980, Z1-900, KZ900, 
KZ1000, H2-750, H1-500, S1-250, 
S2-250, S2-350, S3-400. CASH PAID. 
1-800-772-1142. 1-310-721-0726.

Autos Wanted
DONATE YOUR CAR. FREE TOWING. 
"Cars for Kids". Any condition. Tax de-
ductible outreachcenter.com, 
1-800-597-9411

Services
$99 CHAPER 7 Bankruptcy  13 $179 
100% success stopping edivtion, gar-
ishment, foreclosure. Expierneced 
(323)984-0948

Services

Handyman

The Handy Hatts
Painting and Decorating Co.

SINCE 1967
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

SPECIALISTS IN ALL 
DAMAGE REPAIR

“EXPERT IN GREEN CONCEPTS”

Free estimates, great referrals

Call Brian @
(310) 927-5120
(310) 915-7907

LIC# 888736
“HOME SWEET HOME”

FULL SERVICE HANDYMAN
FROM A TO Z

Therapy

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

STILLL 
SMOKING?

Dr. John McGrail, Ph.D, C.Ht.

(310)) 235-2883
www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

Attorney Services

Considering Filing
for Bankruptcy?

“Your Local Santa Monica Attorney”

• Free phone consultation
• Speak to your local 
Santa Monica Attorney

• Get the facts now

A PROFESSIONAL LEGAL CORPORATION

2001 Wilshire Blvd
Santa Monica CA 310 453 8320

www.lawgross.com

Financial
$$$ ACCESS LAWSUIT CASH NOW!!! In-
jury
Lawsuit Dragging? Need fast 
$500-$500,000+? We help. Call 
1-866-386-3692 www.lawcapital.com

$$$ ACCESS LAWSUIT CASH NOW!!! In-
jury
Lawsuit Dragging? Need fast 
$500-$500,000+? We help. Call 
1-866-386-3692 www.lawcapital.com

CHECK US OUT ONLINE
smdp.com/advertising
smdp.com/archives
smdp.com/classifieds
smdp.com/communitylistings
smdp.com/submitevent
smdp.com/contactus
smdp.com/dba
smdp.com/searchADVERTISE! CALL US (310) 458-7737

A D V E R T I S E !  
CALL US (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737
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