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QUOTE OF 
THE DAY

Britain’s Industrial Christian
Fellowship of religious scholars
complained in September that peo-
ple’s prayers go disproportionately
for teachers and nurses and said it
would distribute a set of prayers for
the underblessed financial sector
under the heading “When did you
last pray for your stockbroker?” And
in November, the Saudi government
set new restrictions on the export of
sand, fearing that increased needs
of its neighbors (in the reconstruc-
tion of Iraq and in Bahrain’s reclama-
tion projects into the Persian Gulf)
will create a shortage.

“I used to be Snow
White, but I drifted.”

– Mae West (1982 - 1980)

NEWS OF 
THE WEIRD
by Chuck Shepard 

L O OT T

SUPER LOTTO PLUS
20, 26 36, 6, 46
Meganumber: 29

Jackpot: $27 million
FANTASY 5

21, 26, 27, 28, 36
DAILY 3

Afternoon picks: 9, 8, 3
Evening picks: 8, 5, 4
DAILY DERBY

1st Place: 09, Winning Spirit
2nd Place: 01, Gold Rush
3rd Place: 02, Lucky Star
Race Time: 1:42.39
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✦ CREPES ✦ COFFEE ✦ SOUPS ✦ SALADS ✦

213 Arizona Ave. Off The 3rd Street Promenade  Tel: (310) 395-1120

ALL FORMS • ALL TYPES • ALL STATES

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
(310) 395-9922

429 Santa Monica Blvd. Ste. 710
Santa Monica 90401

BACK OR 
UNFILED TAXES?

Got myrrh?

Ross Furukawa/Daily Press
Nativity Scene co-chairman Hunter Jameson admires the scene
with his wife Carla after the traditional holiday display’s opening
ceremony on Sunday. Despite the rain, more than 90 residents
came out to celebrate in prayer and song the annual unveiling of
the story of Jesus’ birth and early childhood.The 14-booth exhib-
it, which will be displayed until Jan. 1, runs along the west side
of Ocean Avenue, from Arizona to Santa Monica Boulevard, and
is illuminated through the night for viewing.

Former Raiders player
to stand trial for arson
Smith allegedly set fire
to consignment store
BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

LAX COURTHOUSE — The
February fire that gutted Simply
Sofas on Lincoln Boulevard was
ignited by oversized water jugs
filled with paper and gas, then
thrown through a window, police
and fire officials testified Friday.

The papers, however, were
packed too tightly and didn’t fully
burn. And when investigators
unfolded the paper scraps, they
found a collection of bills and
other correspondence pointing to
Anthony Wayne Smith, a former
player for the NFL’s Raiders
who’s being held in custody. He
was charged with arson this sum-
mer for allegedly starting the fire,
which caused $3.3 million in
damages.

That testimony, along with
other evidence presented at a pre-
liminary hearing last week, con-
vinced Los Angeles Superior
Court Judge Katherine Mader

that there’s enough evidence to
proceed with Smith’s trial. Smith,
36, who is being held on $1 mil-
lion bail, is expected to stand trial
in February or March.

A standout defensive end for
the LA and Oakland Raiders in
the 1990s, Smith has been in cus-
tody since his July 15 arrest. He
faces one count of arson for
allegedly setting fire to Simply
Sofas, a consignment furniture
store in the 2300 block of Lincoln
Boulevard. If convicted, he could
spend more than a decade in
prison.

During Friday’s preliminary
hearing, Santa Monica police and
fire investigators took the stand,
describing in detail the fire and
the ensuing search for the sus-
pected arsonist. Smith had report-
edly sold antique items on con-
signment at Simply Sofas until
his relationship with owner
Marilyn Nelson deteriorated in
January over a business dispute in
which Smith thought he was
owed between $400 and $1,400.

During the investigation,

Rent board welcomes
suggestions on 3304 
BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL — A public hear-
ing is scheduled for next month to
discuss proposed changes to a
controversial rent control law,
officials decided last week.

The law, which makes it legal
for landlords to charge part-time
tenants market-rate rents, is being

challenged in court by wealthy
tenant and real estate investor
Robert Bisno. 

A judge last month stayed the
law pending trial next year, say-
ing it may be illegal because it
allows landlords to set the higher
rent level. Members of the Santa
Monica Rent Control Board on

Matter of trust: Cops
reach out to community
BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

PICO NEIGHBORHOOD —
Police officials are trying a new
approach in attempts to better con-
nect with residents, particularly in
this eastside neighborhood, where
gunshots seem to ring throughout
the streets on a regular basis.

High-ranking Santa Monica
Police offcials met with members
of the Pico Neighborhood Assoc-
iation this past Thursday to explain
a neighborhood community polic-
ing plan that is designed to unite the
two sides and give them a better

understanding of the challenges
they face.

Even though the SMPD has been
using the community policing
model in the neighborhood for
more than a decade, it’s taking it to
another dimension by putting lieu-
tenants directly into the neighbor-
hoods. 

PNA board members reluctantly
listened to the new plan and said
what’s being done currently is not
enough because people in the
neighborhood don’t trust police.
They want a coalition comprised of

Hole for the holidays: Saddam is snagged
BY CHRISTOPHER TORCHIA
Associated Press Writer 

BAGHDAD, Iraq — U.S.
troops captured a haggard Saddam
Hussein in a cramped hole near one
of his sumptuous palaces Sunday, a
humiliating fate for one of history’s
most brutal dictators. A U.S. official

later said Saddam had been moved
to another country, and the Dubai-
based Arab TV station Al-Arabiya
said he was taken to Qatar. 

The man who waged and lost two
wars against the United States and
its allies was armed with a pistol
when captured in a Styrofoam-cov-

ered underground hide-out, but did
not resist, the U.S. military said. In
the broadcast images, he resembled
a desperate fugitive, not an all-pow-
erful president who had ordered his
army to fight to the death. 

“Ladies and gentlemen, we got

See ARSON, page 5

See RENT, page 6

See CAUGHT, page 11

See COPS, page 7

SADDAM HUSSEIN
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HOROSCOPE

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★ How you see a situation could

change considerably if you remain open to a dif-
ficult and rigid boss. You might not be comfort-
able with this person, but once you start brain-
storming, you will like the end results. Let others
know how much their opinions mean. Tonight:
Sit back and relax.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★★ Where your friends are might be

where you want to be. Listen to feedback from a
distance, even if it has been a long time coming.
Discussions revolve around a key question. Get
as much feedback as possible. The more ideas,
the better. Tonight: Go out and do what you want.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★ Deal with others, especially some-

one who’s controlling the purse strings. You
might want to curtail your interaction here or sep-
arate what’s yours from what’s his or hers. You
really do know what is best for you. Tonight:
Your treat.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★★★ Talk and express yourself in a

more bountiful manner. You like what you hear in
return, even if you find a partner a bit difficult.
This person might be holding back or closing
down, as he or she is so sensitive. Tonight: Read
between the lines.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★★ Togetherness seems to be the

theme of the day, be it at work or at play. You
might want to reveal much more than you have in
a long time to a key partner. Take some time off
together to run some holiday errands or attend an
event. Tonight: Snuggle in.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★★★ Reach out to others if they don’t find

you. Discuss what you want for the long term with those
who could be part of making it happen. You might be
talking about a Christmas project, or you might be talk-
ing about work. Tonight: Say “yes” to a special invitation.

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you’ll have: 

★★★★★ -Dynamic  ★★★★ -Positive  ★★★ -Average  
★★ -So-so  ★ -Difficult

Aries, put your feet up

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★ Pace yourself at an easy level. You

can count on getting a lot done in a precise and
efficient manner. Speak your mind to a boss. Stay
on top of conversations. You present a different
point of view, and in an appropriate way. Tonight:
Put your feet up.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★★★ Reach out for others, especially

someone who might not have your level of get-
up-and-go. This person appreciates your sensitiv-
ity to his or her mood right now. You might not
realize how much of a difference you make.
Tonight: “Playful” is the word.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★ Remain anchored in what you do.

Expenses could go overboard, whether you real-
ize it or not. A partner comes through for you,
whether with ideas or just plain old help. You
might want to handle a personal matter different-
ly. Tonight: Put your feet up. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★★★ Listen to what another person

says to you. Feedback gives you new insight and
takes you in a new direction. Be open to others
who really care about you. Conversations give
you a lot of information. Tonight: Get together at
your favorite haunt.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★ You might want to discuss finances

with greater insight and knowledge. You keep a
lot to yourself, adding to the pressure of the
moment. You have many great ideas; let others
help you by pitching in with their suggestions.
Tonight: Pay bills and revise your budget, if need
be.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★★★ Your smile wins the day. Others

are interested in what you say. Be careful, as you
have someone around who might have stronger
feelings than you would like. Use caution with
this person, as you don’t want to hurt his or her
feelings. Tonight: So what if it is Monday?
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY for Monday, Dec. 15, 2003:
You reach out for others more than ever this year. Your finances will be a prime focus; you’ll come

up with many different moneymaking ideas. A boss or someone who cares about you starts becoming
more of a team player. Together you’ll become invincible once you decide on a course of action. A
partner or loved one easily could close down because he or she is jealous of the attention you are giv-
ing your work. If you care about this relationship, give your sweetie the extra time he or she needs. If
single, you might not be ready to form a relationship until fall. You will meet more people at that time
and have a greater selection. VIRGO often acts as an authority figure. 

AWARD WINNING
BEER SELECTION

29 Beers on Draught

HAPPY HOUR 4-6PM    Monday thru Friday

PLAN YOUR NEXT PARTY 
ON THE PATIO

2911 Main Street • Santa Monica • 11:30am - Midnight Mon-Sun
Telephone 310.314.4855 • www.libraryalehouse.com

$5.99 Burger Monday!!!
Your choice of:

Ahi • Salmon • Boca
Garden • Turkey • Beef

SUNSET GRILL
A C o n t i n e n t a l  C a f e

B R E A K F A S T  ■ L U N C H  ■ D I N N E R
Open from 7:30am - 9pm ■ Closed Sundays & Holidays

1701 Ocean Park Blvd. in Santa Monica  ■ 310-450-7546

Try Our Famous Salad Combination
1 Item Combo: $7.25 ❂ 2 Item Combo: $8.75 ❂ 3 Item Combo: $9.75
Served on a Bed of Mixed Greens and Your Choice of These Items:

CChhiicckkeenn  ❂ CChheeeessee  TToorrtteelliinnii  ❂ DDuucckk  PPaattee  ❂ GGrreeeenn  BBeeaannss  ww//  AAllmmoonnddss

CChhiicckkeenn  CCuurrrryy  ❂ RRaattaattoouullee  ❂ PPeennnnee  PPeesstt  ww//  CCrraabb  ❂ CCoorrnn  SSaallaadd

EEggggppllaanntt  ww//  PPiinnee  NNuuttss  ❂ PPaassttaa  ww//  SSaauussaaggee  ❂ TToommaattoo  ww//  MMoozzzzaarreellllaa

FFaavvaa  BBeeaannss  ❂ CCoorrnn  SSaallaadd  ❂ BBeeeettss  ❂ AAssppaarraagguuss  ❂ PPoottaattoo  SSaallaadd  ......  aanndd  MMoorree!!

Car Service to
School or Home

Airport Dropoff 
or Pickup

Chartered 
Rides or Tours

Call Toll Free (888) 239-1400, (310) 393-5599
TCP# 10768-P

Towncars or Luxury Vans
Flat Rates or Hourly 

Professionally Uniformed Drivers
Courteous, On-Time

Call for Reservations • 24-Hour Service AMERICAN
EXPRESS

Car Service to
School or Home

Airport Dropoff 
or Pickup

Chartered 
Rides or Tours

Towncars or Luxury Vans
Flat Rates or Hourly 

Professionally Uniformed Drivers
Courteous, On-Time
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Look for 4- to 6-foot, shoulder-high sets, with occasional over-

heads of approximately 9 feet. Overall, conditions look poor.

OUTLOOK: On Tuesday, look for 3- to 5-footers, waist- to

head-high sets. Fair to good conditions, improving heading into the

week.

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf is doing

today at your local break.

Today the
water Is:

58º

LOW TIDE HIGH TIDE
Morning Height Evening Height Morning Height Evening Height

SATURDAY 4:26 3.1 6:42 0.1 1:15 3.4 (10:46) 5.2

SUNDAY 5:40 3.3 7:32 0.3 2:17 3.6 (11:37) 4.8

MONDAY 7:31 3.2 8:23 0.6 3:07 3.9 12:47 4.3

TUESDAY 9:21 2.8 9:14 0.8 3:45 4.2 2:21 3.8

WEDNESDAY 10:40 2.0 10:04 1.1 4:20 4.7 4:00 3.6

THURSDAY 11:39 1.1 10:52 1.3 4:54 5.3 5:24 3.6

FRIDAY (12:30) 0.1 11:39 1.6 5:30 5.9 6:35 3.8

Sunrise: 6:59 a.m.
Sunset: 4:53 a.m.

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

Since 1967
Quality  &  Value  Always!

Celebrate the Holidays

with Friends and

Family at the Parlor!

310-399-7892
2732 Main St.

Santa Monica

Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.
6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

Design a Party with a Slice!
Specializing in Event Catering, Office Parties and Birthdays

Lunch/Office Delivery

915 Wilshire Blvd. • 310.451.SLICE(7542)

1622 Ocean Park Blvd. • 310.399.4060

•H
om

em

ade • Fresh Ingredients • D
inners

H
ot Subs • Calzones • Pasta

s
•

“A slice of NY in your 
own backyard.”

— Anthony Dias Blue
Bon Appetit Lifestyle

Pastrami
Sandwich

8 ttaaxx  iinncclluuddeedd

includes:
Pickles  or  coleslaw,
french  fries  or  salad

and  drink

The Tastiest Hawaiian Sandwiches

111199  BBrrooaaddwwaayy,,  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa
331100..339944..00110000

OOppeenn
DDaaiillyy  ffrroomm
1111  aa..mm..  ttoo
1100  pp..mm..

Today’s Special: Store Hours:

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
Get festive with Samohi’s winter concert
By Daily Press staff

Santa Monica High School is getting into the holiday spirit this week.
The Samohi music department will present a winter concert at Barnum Hall on

the high school campus Tuesday at 7 p.m.  
The holiday show will feature performances by the string, concert, chamber and

symphony orchestras. Under the direction of conductor Joni Swenson, award-win-
ning young musicians will play a selection of classical works including “Fantasia on
a Theme,” “Dvorak Symphony 8” and “Scheherazade.” A festive percussion ensem-
ble will perform during intermission.

Pre-ordered tickets are $5 for adults, $3 for children, students and senior citizens,
and may be reserved by calling (310) 395-3204 ext. 407. Tickets also may be pur-
chased for $7 at the door on the night of the performance.

Santa Claus painting the town red
By Daily Press staff

Santa Claus is coming to town and Santa Monica’s firefighters and police offi-
cers are leading the way.

Santa and his public safety helpers will be distributing good cheer and thousands
of candy canes on Saturday, Dec. 20, as part of the 12th annual “Candy Cane
Drive,” and everyone is invited to join in the celebration. 

Santa’s scheduled stops are as follows:
10:45 a.m.-11:15 a.m. Douglas Park — California Avenue and  25th Street
11:30 a.m.-12 p.m. Christine Reed Park — California Avenue and Lincoln

Boulevard
12:15 p.m.-12:45 p.m. Third Street Promenade/Santa Monica Place at Broadway
1:00 p.m.-1:30 p.m. Marine Park — Marine Street and 17th Street 
1:45 p.m.-2:15 p.m. Clover Park — Ocean Park Boulevard and 25th Street

Santa Monica children are encouraged to look and listen for the lights and sirens
of the public safety vehicles, while parents are encouraged to bring their cameras.

For more information, call the Santa Monica Police Department’s community
relations office at (310) 458-8474.

SM resident donates $1M to university
By Daily Press staff

Santa Monica resident Robert Bellano has donated more than $1 million to
California Lutheran University as part of a campaign to fund scholarships, endow-
ment and a new athletics complex.

Prima Consulting Group has been retained to assist the Thousand Oaks-based lib-
eral arts university with its $80 million capital campaign, “Now is the Time.”  

In addition to scholarships and endowment, the campaign will provide funds for
the development of an athletics complex on Cal Lutheran’s North Campus. 

“We are looking forward to helping Cal Lutheran develop relationships with peo-
ple who are interested in supporting the university and advancing higher education
in Southern California,” says Demetri Argyropoulos, President and CEO of Prima
Consulting Group.

Generate school funding by buying gems
By Daily Press staff

An arts and jewelry sale tonight at a private home will raise money to buy trees
for the Santa Monica High School campus.

From 5 p.m. to 9 p.m., at the home of Nicola and Gavin Scott, 250 23rd St., the
sale will include such items as: Precious gems jewelry by Tasha and Barbara
Starner; Iconic jewelry by Ani Young of Hawaii, presented by Susan Brenner; Cast
gold and silver, precious and semi-precious jewelry by Tzipora Hoynik; Pearls and
semi-precious jewelry floating on silk by Nicola Scott.

U.S. officials and its allies celebarted
the capture of former Iraqi dictator Saddam
Hussein over the weekend.  Hussein was
discovered in a cramped hole near one of
his sumptuous palaces, a humiliating fate
for one of history’s most brutal dictators. 

During the arrest of Saddam, U.S.
troops discovered “descriptive written
material of significant value,” a U.S.
commander told The Associated Press.
He declined to say whether the material
related to the anti-coalition resistance. 

Saddam, who waged and lost two wars

against the U.S. and its allies, could face trial
before a new Iraqi tribunal for war crimes.
Many feel his capture could have a detrimental
effect on the insurgents resisting occupation.

Will the coalition’s capture of
Saddam Hussein turn the tide in the
war with Iraq?

Call (310) 285-8106 with your
response before Thursday at 5 p.m.
We’ll print them in Friday’s paper.
Please limit your comments to a minute
or less. It might help to think first about
the wording of your response.
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LETTERS
Schools must share the wealth
Editor:

I know it may be discouraging for some parents who know full well that making a
donation to their child's school means that some of the money will be distributed to
other schools in the name of equity. I am a teacher at one of those schools that would
benefit from this proposal. I see a group of caring and active PTA members and fam-
ilies who just can’t compete with the money north of (Wilshire) Boulevard. I don't
have a classroom aide at my Title I school. However, I know parent donations sup-
plement aides, art teachers, science specialists, etc. at other school sites in the district.
Don’t get me wrong, I wouldn’t want to teach anywhere else. It’s just that our students
don’t have the same opportunities and programs that others do. Our kids are all mem-
bers of the Santa Monica/Malibu community too.  Shouldn’t we, as a community, help
all children succeed? Shouldn’t all children have the opportunity to have supplemen-
tary programs, classroom supplies and aide support?

Mary Anna Noveck
McKinley School

5th grade teacher

SM not taking brunt of homelessness
Editor:

While it seems at times that Santa Monica is overrun with people who are home-
less and much has been said and written about our city’s response to  the problem,
there is a new report out that puts some of the impressions of despair into perspective.
The report, titled “Homeless in LA: A Working  Paper for the 10-Year Plan to End
Homelessness in Los Angeles County,” was released last week by the Economic
Roundtable. The full report is available  online at http://www.bringlahome.-
org/reports.htm.

The report describes characteristics of the homeless population in Los Angeles
County in 2002. It provides data on age, sex, ethnicity, family structure, marital sta-
tus, disability, citizenship, educational attainment, wage and salary income, occupa-
tion, causes and duration of homelessness, mobility and more. It also estimates how
many homeless people have mental illness, are veterans, have HIV/AIDS, have a his-
tory of domestic violence and are youth or emancipated foster youth.

Some of the findings may be surprising to those who think Santa Monica is a
Mecca for transients because of our approach to providing some benefits to those
without homes. Some of the highlights of the report are:

■ An estimated 78,600 people are homeless in LA County on any given night and
253,918 are homeless over the course of one year.

■ South Los Angeles has the largest share of homeless residents — 33 percent,
while the westside has the smallest share — 2 percent.

■ Los Angeles County has become a seedbed of homelessness for other regions,
sending out 50 percent more homeless people than it receives.

■ Homelessness lasts less than a year for 95 percent of the annual homeless pop-
ulation.

■ Two-thirds of homeless welfare recipients are in families, one-third are single.
■ 17 percent of homeless adults report a history of active military service. This is

nearly double the 9-percent rate for the rest of the county.
So, despite the claims of some Santa Monicans, it seems that we have a smaller

percentage of homeless people in our area than the rest of the county. We are actual-
ly exporting, rather than attracting people who are homeless. Homelessness is a tem-
porary state for the vast majority of people, rather than a “profession,” and many of
those who are not housed are people who have given service to protect and defend our
country. In other words — you.

■ 5,000 homeless people in the westside area is still a lot. It is a big problem. But
if there are some in our community whose compassion for homeless people has been
exhausted, perhaps this new information will give them reasons to rethink their intol-
erance to support programs that help people who are down, but not out, get back on
their feet again. Such programs will never be able to fully “cure” homelessness. That
is a much bigger problem that is a manifestation of many societal and personal fail-
ings. But they do have a positive impact on many who find the support they need to
regain their dignity and find a place to call home. Meanwhile, these figures show that
we in Santa Monica aren’t being asked to do more than our share to resolve a coun-
tywide problem.

I hope your full enjoyment of your blessings this holiday season includes a good
measure of generosity of spirit that embraces those who find their blessings harder to
count.

Alan Toy
Santa Monica

Better in prison than Santa Monica
Editor:

Yesterday, I read the News of the Weird by Chuck Shepard (SMDP, Dec. 11, page
1)

I am very upset, shocked and appalled. A terrorist who committed such a heinous
crime — killed 270 innocent people — now enjoying such a luxurious “retirement”
in a four-room suite in England. It means he has free breakfast, free lunch, free din-
ner and free medical attention. Let’s see on the other side, what happened with me?
In Budapest, Hungary, in 1946, then I was a 17-year- old student and boy scout. The
Soviet KGB arrested all the boy scouts. They were real sadistic beasts. They tortured
me. I was in the KGB dungeon for three months. In that cell, there was nothing, no
chair, no mattress, no towel — so I slept on the floor. I got twice meals daily, break-
fast and dinner. No midday lunch. What was our crime? We sent letters to the Boy
Scouts Movement’s World Headquarters in London. 

In 1956, we had a big uprising against the Soviet tyranny. Hungary is not Kuwait,
therefore, no free countries helped us. When the freedom fight was crushed down I
had to flee to the free Austria. I was 27. I have been living here in Santa Monica for
46 years. Now I am 74 and I must continue to work. I cannot afford to retire. I am liv-
ing in a small one-bedroom apartment with my wife. Yes, one bedroom and not a four-
room suite. And the rent is $1,100 per month. I can’t find an affordable retirement
community. I would be very happy to live in Glasgow’s Barlinnie prison.

That would be an ideal retirement. Now the last period of my life is totally dark. 

Laszlo Makay 
Santa Monica

Tuning out homeless won’t make them go away

“As I write these recollections, I feel
the streets calling my name, and I am
reminded of the Wolfman portrayed in old
movies. At night, when the moon was full,
his body and soul was possessed by
demons; he was powerless to prevent
becoming a beast of the night or otherwise.
I keep writing in my journal. I believe that
something good might come out of all that
has happened to me, something useful for
all those who were not homeless. Most
people shun the homeless. They don’t
notice the homeless are growing in num-
bers. Unlike the buffalo of the past, they

will not simply disappear. Why don’t we
put them out of their misery? Well, to most
people they’re not even human, they’re
just litter, animated refuse left on the
streets and sidewalks of the world.

Well, world, it’s time to turn on your
TV sets, time to watch the Wheel of
Misfortune for the Homeless. Let’s spin.
Go ahead, Homeless Guy, spin the wheel
of misfortune! Clickity-clackity-click.
Where, oh, where will the wheel stop?
Will it be a beating from another homeless
person? Will it be jail or county hospital
or death? Oh, too bad. It won’t be a trip to
Hawaii or a brand-new car. Click! Look at
that! Good fortune for a homeless contest-
ant is not being hassled for a week or so,
and that’s as good as a Picasso. (A Picasso
is a painting, you masterpiece of despair) 

Applause, please. Everyone, you must
applaud!

Come on, all you cool and collected
people. It’s only Rock ’n’ Roll. Get a grip!
You’re safe. Just give the poor beggars a a
dime or quarter. They’re just there for the

ride, they won’t hurt you. They’re just
aimlessly wandering. Sooner or later,
they’ll find Nowhere Land, and when they
do they’ll be no trouble at all. Think to
yourself for a moment, were they ever
human? Did they have parents? A wife and
children? Or do you think they were put on
display for you to stare at, so you can feel
horror and disgust? What do you think?

I wonder, too, sometimes. The home-
less weren’t born that way. They didn’t
just appear at age 20 or 30. Some people
think I was hatched under a rock at age
45, that I just appeared with no past, and
no future. They think I’m a leper, an out-
cast from society. Click! Oh, I see, they
turned off the TV so they don’t have to lis-
ten to this any more, but I won’t quit writ-
ing! One day, like Howland Owl’s shout,
my words will be heard.

Only those that have walked in my
shoes can know how I felt, after a year
and a half — still felt. It’s maddening. You
fight to keep sane, all the time certain you
will fall victim to insanity or suicide. It’s

a struggle to find food, or bathe.
Tormented, I prayed for help, but like the
good book says, “God only helps those
who help themselves.”

This is an excerpt from a book by a
homeless author named Jay Brady. The
title is “Home Sweet Homeless”. He has
documented the plight of homelessness in
his travels throughout the Southwest and
Santa Monica. It is a very powerful book
with an excellent portrayal of homeless-
ness. He is working on his second book
now. I am trying to get Midnight Special to
pick it up, but you can e-mail me if you
wish to purchase a copy.  I think if you read
this book you will be very enlightened as to
the reality of homelessness and see that it
shows that not all of who are homeless are
without talent and worth to society.

(Charles Springer is a freelance writer
and artist living and working in Santa
Monica. He can be reached at
Chaz_59@yahoo.com)

FROM 
THE

STREET
By Charles Springer

Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a
space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s
name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest edi-
torials are subject to editing for space and content.



Defense pokes holes in case against ex-Raider
SMPD Sgt. Robert Amada said he went to
Smith’s home in Marina Del Rey, where
he lives with his wife and two children.
He said Smith, at first, was defensive and
thought Nelson had pointed investigators
in his direction. But when Amada showed
Smith photocopies of the mail with his
name on the envelopes that were found
inside the water jugs that started the fire,
Smith’s tone changed, Amada testified.

“He put his hand on the counter,
dropped his head, and began to weep and
sob,” Amada testified. “He said, ‘I’m
sorry. I’m so sorry.’” 

Despite that testimony, Michael
Houchin, Smith’s lawyer, maintained his
client’s innocence. He poked holes in the
prosecution by questioning the investigators
about other possible suspects and sources
where the pieces of mail that bore Smith’s
name and address could have come from.

“The defense is, Mr. Smith had nothing to
do with it,” Houchin said after the trial,
adding that Smith used old pieces of mail

along with newspaper and other papers to
package various items he brought to the store
to sell. Those items may have been put into a
dumpster near the window where the plastic
water jugs were thrown in, Houchin said.

Also expected to be a part of Houchin’s
defense is that a worker at Simply Sofas
was fired just months before the fire for
soliciting private interior design business
while doing deliveries for the furniture
shop. That worker was upset and may
have had a motive to start the fire,
Houchin said. What’s more, Houchin said
he plans to show that several, smaller fires
had been set in neighborhood dumpsters
before the Simply Sofas fire.

Houchin said there also is an eyewitness
who talked to a security guard on the night of
the fire and told police that a “skinny” man
broke the window at Simply Sofas and threw
the jugs in. Smith stands 6’4” tall and weighs
320 pounds, according to sheriff’s records.

Finally, Houchin said the five-gallon
water jugs used to start the fire were the
same kind used inside the store, but dif-

ferent than the 2.5-gallon jugs used at
home by Smith.

“I can see why they think it’s Mr.
Smith,” Houchin said after the hearing. “I
can also see why the evidence points
away from Mr. Smith.”

Smith, dressed in an orange prison suit
and handcuffed to his seat, sat quietly next
to Houchin through the proceedings.
Though he didn’t speak during the trial,
Smith asked the judge afterwards if his wife
could bring to the jail XXXL-sized thermal
underwear for him to wear. Jail workers told
Smith he could only get the long underwear
if a judge ordered it and the items were
brought in a sealed package, Smith said.

Houchin added, “He’s freezing his fanny
off” before Judge Mader agreed to assist.

Throughout the proceedings, Smith’s
wife, a family friend, and a religious
leader from St. Augustine’s By-the-Sea,
an Episcopal church in downtown Santa
Monica where the Smiths regularly
attend, sat in the courtroom.

Smith’s wife declined to comment. But

friends and colleagues have described
Smith as a family man who regularly vol-
unteered at area schools and youth sports
organizations. They said there is no way
Smith would start a fire — especially over
such a small business dispute.

Earlier this year, Smith was denied a
reduction of his $1 million bail, which
was set high because of the millions of
dollars in damages the fire caused. That
bail reduction hearing was handled by his
former attorney, Ted Yamamoto. About
six weeks ago, Smith fired Yamamoto and
hired Houchin to defend him. Yamamoto
contends he was let go because Smith
didn’t like his private investigator.

Houchin just finished a highly publi-
cized case defending Angelina Rodriguez,
35, of Montebello. A jury last month rec-
ommended Rodriguez be executed for
allegedly poisoning her husband to collect
his $250,000 life insurance policy.
Houchin was assigned that case by lottery,
because he belongs to an organization of
attorneys that defend death penalty cases.
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GERMAN CAR SERVICE
Specialist in Repair of  Porsche • VW • Audi • BMW

• Best alternative to high dealer prices
• Complete service and repair
• All work guaranteed
• Locally owned and operated since 1965

2202 OLYMPIC BLVD., SANTA MONICA • (310) 829-2563

2222 Wilshire Blvd. • Santa Monica • 310.829.7829
1776 Westwood • Los Angeles • 310.470.2499

5 TVs • Draft Beer • Food Specials
Pizza • Pasta • Salad

Celebrating 21 years in the neighborhood

Feel the friendliness ...
Taste the freshness!

www.earthwindandflour.com

*MONDAY NIGHT
FOOTBALL *

Happy Hour
Monday thru Friday
4p.m. to 7p.m.
Santa Monica location only! 

331 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica       
2 Hours Free Parking (Behind Store)

310.451.1349 www.readersjewelers.com

Real Estate & Tax Problem Solvers
LOWER your Federal & CA income taxes for 2003. Need TAX DEDUCTIONS?
Call us today and find out how you can cut your 2003 taxes dramatically.

Thinking of selling your home now? Next year?  When you get ready to retire?  How much will
you pay in taxes?  Are there any ways to lower thoses taxes?  We have 20+ years of practical expe-
rience and can help you with these and many other similiar questions.

(310) 266-0506

✶ ✶

ARSON, from page 1

“Home of L.A.’s Most Famous English High Tea”
Since 1986

Open 7 Days — 11a.m. to 6 p.m.
ZAGAT’S 2001 AWARD OF DISTINCTION

355 S. Robertson Blvd.
Beverly Hills

(310) 652-0624
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UCLA Parkside Medical

2428 SANTA MONICA BLVD., SUITE 303 • SANTA MONICA

got teeth?
visit David Taft, D.D.S.

• 20+ years of experience
• Evening hours + emergency services
• Root Canals, Crowns, Veneers

• UCLA Graduate
• Most insurances accepted
• Cosmetic Dentistry

Dental Exam
+ Cleaning
+ X-Rays

$45
(reg. $149)

FREE
Bleaching

(Includes starter bleach)

with exam, x-rays
and cleaning at

regular price

must mention this ad

310-315-3676

SPORTS GRILL
(Next to 14 below)

1333 Santa Monica Blvd. 
(corner of 14th and Santa Monica)

(310) 899-0076
Lunch-Time Delivery Available

SUB SANDWICH
Buy One at Regular Price & Get the 2nd 

of equal or lesser value for

With Coupon. Expires 12/31/03

Happy Hour 5-7 M-F

*Burger, Fries 
& Pint — $695

FREE!

Since 19
93

Availa
ble fo

r p
riv

ate parti
es

MONDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL
$3 Pints — 1/2 Price on Appetizers During Games

8 TVs • 2 Big Screens 
Pop-a-shot • 3 Pool Tables

Authentic Philly Cheese Steaks, 
Burgers and More! Open Weekends @ 9am

Breakfast Specials
Showing All NHL & NFL/College Games

Next door to Over/Under • (310) 451-5040 • www.14below.com 

12/19 Pico Train

12/13 *Hako Tranzito**6&7*

SATURDAY NIGHT FIGHTS
Hopkins vs. Joppy
Rahman vs. Ruiz

Mayorga vs. Spinks

SAT. DEC. 13 AT 5PM
$15 COVER

Lower Rates & Best Service to Your Destination.

24 Hours Door-to-Door Shuttle Service

COAST SHUTTLE

(800) 449-8267
V  A  N  S

www.coastshuttle.com

Shuttles to All Airports, Piers, & Amusement Parks.

Over 16 Years
Experience

Board’s 3304 changes
called ‘hasty reaction’
Thursday discussed amending regulation
3304 so that the board itself would be able
to set the new rent level. 

“Staff is making a proposal to attempt
to address the court’s concerns,” rent
board attorney Doris Ganga said.

How much to charge part-time tenants
would be determined by one of two meth-
ods. If the rent of one or more similar
units in the same complex had been raised
in the past three years, the average of
those increases would be used. If not, the
increase would be based on the market-
rate rent charged for comparable apart-
ments nearby, with some flexibility pro-
vided for amenities.

The amended law would allow either
party to appeal the amount of the rent
increase and the implementation of any
decision would be stayed pending a final
decision, Ganga said.

Allan Abshez, attorney for Bisno,
blasted the board for considering the
change. He was the only member of the
public to speak.

“We have somewhat of a mess now
because people’s rents have been
increased, some people have been dis-
placed, the court has decided the regula-
tion was invalid from the time it was ini-
tiated,” he said, adding, “It seems to us
that this is really rather a very hasty reac-
tion to the court’s ruling. It will not sal-
vage regulation 3304, and it will simply

cause more disruption and litigation.”
Bisno stands to lose thousands of dol-

lars each month if the law is upheld.
Though he lives in an exclusive enclave
of Beverly Hills, he also keeps a rent-con-
trolled penthouse apartment at the Shores
towers south of Ocean Park Boulevard,
according to documents filed at City Hall
by his landlord Douglas Emmett & Co.

With rent control, Bisno pays just over
$1,000 for his two-bedroom apartment.
But similar units command nearly $5,000
on the open market, Douglas Emmett offi-
cials have said.

Abshez criticized the board for sup-
porting the law, which he said doesn’t
promote affordable housing and may even
be illegal because it hasn’t been approved
by voters.

“The board should not become further
enmeshed in this controversy, which does
nothing to further affordability,” he said.
“It does nothing for tenants. It just puts
money in landlords’ pockets and it was
not my understanding that that was the
board’s business.”

City Hall officials disagree.
Mary Ann Yurkonis, the rent board’s

administrator, pointed to various previous
actions by the board to change the amount
of money charged to tenants, like after the
1994 earthquake, when widespread apart-
ment damages led to reduced rents.

The rent control board voted unani-
mously to hold a public hearing on the
matter Jan. 8.

RENT, from page 1
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NEED A 
BUSINESS 

LOAN?
One Page Application • Fast Turnaround

Liberal Credit Standards • No Collateral Required

The SBA has a new program:

COMMUNITY EXPRESS
$5,000 TO $15,000 loans

A non-profit partnership of SBA, Cal State Northridge, Valley
Economic Development Center and the City of Santa Monica

Call Pauline Diaz or Davida Moore Blackwell

310-398-8883

KARAOKE! Tuesday, Thursday,
Saturday & Sundays • No Cover

Great Food...Great Cocktails ...Great Crew... GREAT FUN!!

318 Santa Monica Blvd. • Santa Monica
310-458-5350 • www.britanniapub.com

A Great Place To Anchor

Full Bar • Restaurant • Live Music
International Sporting Event • Heated Patio

Open 6pm on Christmas for dinner

CELEBRATING NEW YEAR TWICE!
British @ 4pm and U.S.@ midnight

DJ • No Cover

LIVE! Music Every
Wednesday No Cover

Dec. 10 - Jennifer Nash

Dec. 17 - The Willies

No Bands Christmas Eve 
& New Years Eve

English Premier Soccer League • All NFL Games  “Always Live”

You’re all invited to Britannia’s
Christmas Friday Dec. 19

featuring DJ Michelle • No Cover

Police planning to keep
door open for residents
community members, police officers, city
officials and clergy formed that will
address the violence, as well as misper-
ceptions that some residents have of
police.

“In the past few years, there have been
problems. Families feel they have been
harassed and unfairly treated. We want to
sit down at the same table, discussing the
issues,” said PNA member Irma Carranza.
“We feel it’s essential to work with the
police department in a positive way.”

That’s exactly what the SMPD plans to
do, said Chief Deputy Phil Sanchez.
There are three lieutenants assigned to the
Pico neighborhood who serve as emis-
saries for SMPD Chief James T. Butts Jr.
Taking the community policing model a
step further, officers will meet with com-
munity members to discuss the issues,
work toward solutions and keep commu-
nication open and constant.

“Any police department relies on trust,
and relationships are built on trust,”
Sanchez said. “They have to be in order to
be effective.”

Before the neighborhood community
policing model, a beat officer and com-
munity relations officer regularly met
with residents. But those officers didn’t
have the resources and the ability to cre-
ate change to assist their concerns imme-
diately because decision-making had to
go through the SMPD chain of command.
With the new program, lieutenants will be
working directly with the citizens and are
able to make decisions without having to
engage in the bureaucratic process.

“We will hear the concerns directly
from community members,” said SMPD
Lt. Frank Fabrega. “We are part of man-
agement and have the ability to make
decisions to bring about change.”

Maria Loya, a PNA board member, and
others said they think the SMPD’s tactic
of identifying parolees and those on pro-
bation through its close relationship with
the Department of Corrections is border-
ing on harassment. 

“It creates a division in the communi-
ty,” she said. “Sweeps and those tactics
aren’t part of a community policing model
... they need to rethink their tactics and
their approach.”

She pointed to earlier this summer
when shots were fired in five separate
incidents within a month in the Pico
neighborhood. Based on its own investi-
gation and information provided by
parole and probation officers, SMPD con-
ducted several searches within the neigh-
borhood that resulted in the arrests of six
people for parole and probation viola-
tions. They were sent back into the prison
system and in some of the searches
weapons were recovered.

It’s a tactic that the SMPD believes is
effective and, despite criticism from some
in the community who say it’s unjust or
unfair, police defend their policies.

PNA board member Gina deBaca said
the result is that families are targeted by
gang members when the parolees are
scooped up by police and their arrests are
publicized in the media.

“That’s why a coalition is important, to
see what the community is going
through,” she said. 

Fabrega, who attended Thursday’s
meeting, said he is anxious to get the dis-

cussions underway. More than anything,
he plans to listen to the group’s concerns
and then work toward addressing them.

“We look forward to working with all
the neighborhoods in the southeast sec-
tion of Santa Monica,” said Fabrega, who
is assigned to the southeast region of the
city, which extends east of 11th Street and
south of Olympic Boulevard to the south-
ern city limit. SMPD Lts. P.J. Guido and
Ray Cooper also are assigned to the area.

Fabrega said both sides need to look at
how to make the neighborhood more safe.

“They need to understand that trust is a
two-way street,” he said. “We are here to
work with the community. We all need to
sit down and be accountable for our
behavior and actions.”

The neighborhood community policing
model was first used last year as a pilot
program on Main Street. Police quickly
learned that issues concerning residents
and merchants changed from block to
block — one segment on the north end
had concerns about the homeless, others
had concerns about traffic, lighting and
noise.

“As you move through the community,
the issues will change back and forth,”
Fabrega said. 

Police presence in the Pico neighbor-
hood is higher per capita than anywhere
else in the city. A substation there has four
full-time officers and a sergeant, all spe-
cially trained in gang culture, as well as in
prevention and enforcement.

In addition to the substation, regular
patrols are done throughout the neighbor-
hood by police. After violent crimes
occur, those patrols are increased.

In the past five months, according to
Sanchez, the SMPD has initiated 1,188
contacts with residents in the neighbor-
hood and responded to 1,322 calls for
service — 2,510 contacts total. There has
been more than 3,000 hours of enforce-
ment by officers assigned to the area,
2,278 hours of overtime and 61 hours of
air patrol, via helicopter, in the neighbor-
hood in the last five months.

PNA board member Wes Terry said
despite beefed up enforcement and com-
munity policing, the violence — particu-
larly at 17th Street and Delaware Avenue
— continues. He said while the police and
the community are responsive to the
recent gunshots, city officials have
remained silent.

“In the past two months, we’ve seen a
lot of action and I see nothing from the
(city council) saying they are going to do
something,” he said. “We have this ongo-
ing violence ... it’s only a matter of time
before a child is killed or an innocent
bystander ... it’s time to do something dif-
ferent.”

Loya said she left the meeting encour-
aged and optimistic about building a new
relationship with the SMPD, but also
added that the initial phase of it will be
difficult because the trust has to be
formed.

“I hope it’s more than just talking
about it and using community policing as
a public relations move, but actually
implementing it,” she said. “The fact that
they are talking about it is a good first
step.”

COPS, from page 1
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RECYCLE NOW!
CARDBOARD: $60 per Short Ton

(Up to $70 per short ton) Drop-off donation bins available 24 hours in front

Santa Monica Recycling Center
2411 Delaware Avenue in Santa Monica

((331100))  445533--99667777
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1908 Frank St. Santa Monica

PUBLIC DUMP
IN SANTA MONICA
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10 WEST

A CHRISTMAS TRADITION

Tax-deductible donations may be sent to:
Santa Monica Nativity Scenes Committee • P.O. Box 0648, Santa Monica, CA 90406

Scenes will be on display thru 3pm, January 1st.

Beginning at the intersection of Arizona
and Ocean avenues, these 14 inspiring
and dramatic scenes proclaim the story

of Christmas to  all who pass by. 

Opening ceremonies at the corner of 
Arizona and Ocean Avenue

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14, 3pm. 
Festivities include a musical program

and children’s choir.

Santa Monica Nativity Scenes BOB GABRIEL INSURANCE

California survey shows Mercury Insurance Auto
rates to be the most competetive in this area.

Phone Quotes Available

Providing Professional & Personalized Service Since 1936

■  Auto Experts ■  Life, Disability & Pension

■  Homeowners ■  Commercial & Business

■  Workers Compensation ■  Group & Individual Health

Representing “A” rated companies 
including MERCURY INSURANCE

310.829.0305
2325 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica

We encourage you to visit the Santa
Monica Historical Society Museum —

The Archives of Santa Monica.
1539 Euclid (310) 395-2290

Napa Valley wineries try to pocket ‘pink dollars’
BY MICHELLE LOCKE 
Associated Press Writer 

ST.HELENA — They were a small Napa
Valley winery with a well-regarded product
but a slim advertising budget. So, Merryvale
Vineyards decided to try something different
— reach out to gay consumers. 

Strategically, that makes sense. Going
after the “pink dollars” of gay and lesbian
consumers could help producers chase
away the doldrums of a world wine glut,
marketing experts say. 

Still, there are some caveats: Rule No.
1, there’s no such thing as “gay” wine.
Rule No. 2, if you’re going to market to a
particular demographic, you’d better not
be pushing plonk. 

“First and foremost, you’ve got to
make good wine,” says Felipe A.
Barragan, co-owner of the Chateau de Vie
bed and breakfast in Calistoga and a
Merryvale customer. 

Historically, wine companies — unlike
the beer and spirits industries — have
aimed most of their advertising dollars at
the mainstream, and that hasn’t changed.
Still, over the past five years or so there
has been a small but persistent trend of
marketing wine to gays, a development
that is taking on new significance with the
sales pressures of the glut, a slow econo-
my and attractively priced imports. 

“The challenge right now for wine

companies is there are so many brands
that it’s not good enough that they simply
be just another label on the shelf. They
want to find a situation where they can
have the almost undivided attention of the
consumer,” says Paul Wagner, owner of
the Napa-based Balzac Communications
& Marketing. 

Marketing to the gay community can
be successful; Wagner says research has
shown gays and lesbians — estimated to
have billions in buying power — are like-
ly to buy from companies that support
their community. 

Still, a producer won’t get far if they’re
perceived to be pandering. No one likes to
be talked down to. 

“People here are not into gimmicks.
They know what quality wine is,” says
Ken McDonald co-owner of Friendly
Spirits in San Francisco’s predominantly
gay Castro district. 

Successful selling to a niche communi-
ty means getting to know its members,
supporting their causes and researching
their tastes. Just slapping “gay friendly”
on company literature won’t do it. 

“There’s definitely those businesses
that get that there’s a lot of money out
there to be had, but they’re not doing the
homework that Merryvale has,” says
Barragan. 

Merryvale’s decision to reach out to gay
consumers, made at the instigation of pro-

prietor Jack V. Schlatter and President
Peter K. Huwiler, is part sales strategy, part
social statement. “It’s not just a marketing
thing, it’s also a community outreach,”
says marketing director Jean DeLuca. 

Merryvale began about a year ago by
contacting the gay community and sup-
porting various causes with fund-raisers
and other events, including some gay
themed celebrations in the winery’s his-
toric cask room. 

For their advertising campaign, they
took their mainstream ads and tweaked
the copy a bit — an ad showing a tableful
of candlelit diners was framed by the slo-
gan, Celebrate. Come out to Merryvale. 

“We want to get across that we get it,”
says DeLuca. 

One outfit taking a no-holds-barred
approach to marketing is the gay owned
Rainbow Ridge Wines, a small winery
launched in March 2003 with a wine made
from Alicante Bouschet, a red wine grape. 

Co-owner Dennis Costa says he and part-
ner Tom Beatty picked the relatively obscure
grape because “we wanted to go after some-
thing that’s a little different, just like we are.” 

Rainbow Ridge’s Alicante Bouschet,
which got a 91 rating from Wine
Enthusiast this summer is “fruit forward
with a fabulous finish — and we mean it,”
Costa says with a chuckle. 

Still, he adds, Rainbow Ridge, which
recently brought out a chardonnay, is just

as interested in selling to straight drinkers. 
“People say, ‘Oh, gay wine.’ And we

go, ‘No. It’s just a good wine made by a
gay owned company,”’ Costa says. 

Judging the success of going after the
gay market can be difficult, since money
knows no orientation. 

Still, wineries say they see results. At
Clos De Bois, marketing director Ruth
Souroujon says she’s received hundreds
of positive e-mails in response to a winery
ad running in gay publications that shows
a field of vines being irrigated, with the
rising mist creating the effect of a rain-
bow, a symbol of gay pride. A low-key
message at the bottom of the picture notes
the company’s support for the NAMES
Project and AIDS Memorial Quilt. 

The feedback also is positive at
Merryvale, where same-sex couples have
joined the wine club. Occasionally,
DeLuca is asked if she worries about a
backlash. 

“I don’t know what there is to worry
about,” she says. “We’re not saying that
we’re gay, we’re not saying that the owner’s
gay or the president’s gay. We’re saying that
we’re gay welcoming and anyone who’s
uncomfortable with that — OK, fine.” 

“Throughout history, the spirit of com-
munity has thrived on good food and wine
and friendship,” says DeLuca. “We want
to include the gay community in the Napa
Valley celebration.”



BY MICHELLE RUSHLO 
AP Business Writer 

PHOENIX — This is clearly not the Manchester ter-
rier’s idea of fun. 

Held in the gloved grasp of “Santa Paws,” Nikki is trying
to wriggle free, ears back, pointed nose waving to and fro. 

A photographer’s assistant squeaks a yellow duck-
shaped toy and Nikki’s owner, Cheryl Siewert, coos
encouragingly to get the black-and-brown pooch to hold
still. He obliges only momentarily, but Siewert is all smiles. 

The photo with jolly Ol’ Saint Nick, who is actually an
animal shelter volunteer in a red suit and white beard, has
become an annual tradition for Nikki, whose five photos
hang in ornaments from Siewert’s tree. “We take these pic-
tures so we can know just how cute they can be,” she said. 

Siewert isn’t the only one giving her pet the holiday
treatment once reserved for human family members. Pet
supply stores, which have enjoyed strong growth even in
the soft U.S. economy, are doing a booming business in
holiday and seasonal gifts for pets as owners stock up on
sweaters, antler headbands, jingle bell collars and other
holiday items. 

“This year, it’s just proliferating beyond anything,” said
Bob Vetere, the chief operating officer of the American Pet
Products Manufacturers Association. “It’s just exponen-
tial. It’s beyond anything we’ve ever seen before.” 

Americans are expected to have spent $31 billion on
their pets this year, including veterinary services, food
and supplies, according to APPMA, an industry group.
That’s up from $17 billion in 1994, with a market that
continued to grow during the economic downturn. 

The industry doesn’t track numbers of holiday-themed
products, but Vetere said the number and variety have
grown substantially in the last few years. 

The gift giving isn’t confined to December either, he
said. “You can’t believe the stuff they have for
Valentine’s Day. It seems like it’s just any excuse for a
pet gift.” 

When San Diego-based Petco surveyed its customers
online, it found more than 85 percent said they would
buy their pets a holiday gift. Sixteen percent said they
would spend more than $100. 

Americans are “adding their pets to their gift lists,”
said Alisa Bartmess, the cat-toy buyer for Phoenix-based
PetsMart. 

Pet supply companies say increasing numbers of pet
owners think of themselves as “pet parents,” meaning they
treat their dogs and cats more like family than critters. 

Siewert and a string of pet owners who had their dogs’
photos taken at a PetsMart store in north Phoenix agreed. 

“He’s an only child,” said Rosemary Connell of her
German shepherd mix Bosco. She and her husband, John,
brought the puppy in for obedience school and a Santa
photo since it’s Bosco’s first Christmas with them. 

The Phoenix couple said Bosco gets the family treat-
ment from extended members of their family too, with
some relatives in New York shipping gifts for Bosco. 

Even some reluctant pet owners concede they have
started treating their animals like family. 

“I didn’t want a pet, but now that we have one ...
I’m growing attached to him,” said Norma Shipp, who
came from nearby Cave Creek to see Santa Paws with
her three children and a fluffy 4-pound Maltese clad

in a blue sweater. 
Apparel — ranging from red Santa suits to collars

with red and green lights — are among the season’s most
popular purchases, said Kevin Drouse, a PetsMart store
director. 

And the number of choices keeps growing, said
Shawn Underwood, a Petco spokesman. The variety of
antlers, Santa hats and sweaters has grown dramatically
in recent years, he said. 

Even upscale retailers have begun offering apparel for
the holidays. British clothier Burberry offers $225 lamb-
swool check collar dog coats in its holiday catalogue.
Ralph Lauren sells $95 cashmere sweaters in four colors
and a toiletry collection that includes dog cologne. 

Not all dogs are fond of being well-dressed in holiday
sweaters or other decorative items, Don Cowan, director
of Petco corporate communications, acknowledged. 

“Some of these things we do for ourselves. Let’s be
real,” he said. “We, humans, tend to like our pets to
look nice.” 

But pet supply sellers are offering a variety of other
holiday gifts that dogs and cats might find more appeal-
ing, ranging from plastic candy canes full of dog biscuits
to animal-shaped catnip toys with Santa hats. 

Petco’s Underwood said all this holiday gift-giving is
even affecting people who don’t have pets. His compa-
ny’s stores see an increase in the number of gift cards
sold around the holidays, and the company suspects
they’re being purchased by family and friends as gifts for
other people’s pets. 

“What do you buy for the pet who has everything?” he
said. 
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**Nextel also imposes a Federal Programs Cost Recovery “FPCR” fee of $1.55 or $2.83. The FPCR is not a tax or government required charge. The fee is charged for 1 or more
of the following: E911, number pooling in wireless number portability. Offer expire Dec. 31, 2003. 1730 phone offer: available while supplies last. $50 is off of the national and
promotional price of $349.99 and requires a 2 year service agreement. National promotional price requires 1 year service agreement. new activation required. Free incoming
plan: requires 1 or 2 year service agreement and credit approval. $200 early termination fee applies, after 15 day trial period (conditions apply) Set up fee of $35 per phone, up
to $70 max per account applies. Free incoming calls are calls received while in the U.S. on Nextel's nationwide network. Free nationwide long distance includes domestic long
distance only. Nextel Direct Connect minutes are available in your local calling area only. Unlimited direct connect minutes do not include group connect calls, which are 0.15/min.
Direct connect and group connect are calculated by multiplying the minutes if use, number of participants and the applicable. Group Connect can only work with members of the

KEEP YOUR NUMBER.
ANSWER IT FOR FREE.

Trade up to Nextel. Bring your number.

FREE INCOMING CALLING PLAN
400 outgoing cellular minutes

Free incoming cellular minutes
Unlimited Push To Talk™ walkie-talkie minutes

Nationwide long distance included

$59.99 
SAVE $50 ON THE NEW i730

Our slimmest full-feature phone
Built-in digital walkie -talkie, Web access

Speakerphone, color screen 

per month. Other monthly
charges apply. See below.**

2410 Wilshire Blvd.  Santa Monica
(310) 453-3541

ARE YOU
BACKED UP?
IT’S EASY AND WILL SAVE YOU TIME

AND MONEY IN THE LONG RUN.

• Data backup packages start at $50 a month

• Daily and Weekly back ups available

• It’s automatic!

• Recovery assistance available.

Call Zylink at 866.227.9539

Furry Christmas: Pets getting into holiday spirit

S ta r t i ng  a t  
$46 .95 /mo!

always on,
always fast
“ Since LA Bridge installed 
DSL at my home, I have 
found the flexibility 
to use the Internet in 
a whole new way.”
__Bill Foster,

Apple Computer

each account includes:
• 24/7 Internet connection
• 7 days/week tech support
• 6MB personal web space
• free local dial-up acct 
• 2 IP addresses
• over 4000 worldwide dial-up 
locations for laptop users who 
travel. (a metered service).

786k to 7.1M Now Available 

p re -qua l i f y  on l i ne  a t  www.LABr idge . com
or  ca l l  310 .228 .3626  x3

Has an ‘E-dition!’
Home delivery by E-mail

Check the day’s headlines, news stories, 
classifieds, comics, horoscopes and 
ads all before you leave the house!

For more information, please call:
310.458.Press (7737) or sign up on 

our Web site @ www.smdp.com

FREE SUBSCRIPTIONS AVAILABLE!

SSanta anta MMonica onica DDailyaily PPressress
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live and local...

six days a week!

Your only source 
of daily news 

in Santa Monica
Call today for great, affordable 
advertising rates to propel your 

business to the next level.
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Centrist Democrats finding
themselves stuck in middle
BY WILL LESTER 
Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON — Times are tough
for centrist Democrats. 

Their favored candidate, Joe Lieber-
man, is struggling in his presidential bid.
Movement co-founder Al Gore just
backed the man they most fear, Howard
Dean. Ralph Nader may launch a third-
party bid. And economic signals are
pointing up for President Bush. 

In the 1990s, centrists were riding high
as Bill Clinton, a card-carrying member
of the Democratic Leadership Council,
occupied the White House and seemed to
have perfected a political balancing act of
holding onto the Democratic base while
taking a few perennial Republican cudg-
els, such as welfare, off the table. 

Now, the top Democrat is Dean, a
fierce opponent of the Iraq war who has
promised to roll back all of Bush’s tax
cuts. In May, leaders of the DLC suggest-
ed that the former Vermont governor is an
elitist liberal in the tradition of George
McGovern and Walter Mondale. Their
memo said that wing of the Democratic
party is “defined principally by weakness
abroad and elitist interest-group liberal-
ism at home.” 

In this challenging political climate,
party centrists worry that Democrats are on
the verge of suffering collective amnesia. 

“What I can’t understand is why our
party won’t heed the lessons of the one
Democrat elected and re-elected to the
White House in six decades,” said Al From,
founder and chief executive of the DLC. 

Republicans are all too eager to criti-
cize Dean for his stance against the war
and Bush’s tax cuts, and for signing a
civil-unions bill during his tenure as gov-
ernor — policy stands that appeal to the
Democratic base. 

Centrists are quick to point out that the
two Democratic candidates whose cam-
paigns were directly aimed at the party’s
core voters, McGovern in 1972 and
Mondale in 1984, lost 49 states apiece. 

After the 1984 loss, party activists such
as From and key party leaders developed
a strategy to move the Democratic Party

toward the political center. It helped get
Clinton elected twice before Gore set a
more populist tone late in the 2000 race.
Then came the 2004 campaign. 

“The idea that you win elections in the
middle is going right out the window,”
said James Campbell, a specialist in pres-
idential campaigns at the University of
Buffalo-SUNY. Democratic candidates
like Lieberman, Dick Gephardt and — to
a lesser extent — John Edwards and John
Kerry, who have tried to position them-
selves in the political center on the war
and on Bush’s tax cuts, have struggled to
gain traction with voters. 

Despite fears the GOP will paint Dean
as too liberal, he has a gubernatorial
record of balancing Vermont’s budget and
supporting gun owners’ rights. And
Dean’s campaign manager Joe Trippi said
the centrists may be missing the point of
Clinton’s success. 

“You could make the argument that
Bill Clinton winning elections might have
something to do with him being one of the
most gifted politicians and communica-
tors ever, regardless of his positions,”
Trippi said. 

Dean’s candidacy is bringing new vot-
ers into the process who could strengthen
the party in this election and in future
years, Trippi said, adding that Dean’s suc-
cess raising money through the Internet
will help him compete with overwhelm-
ing spending by the Bush campaign. 

Still, some centrists believe Dean’s style
is a throwback to past Democratic cam-
paigns that have alienated swing voters. 

“We spent two decades in the political
wilderness because the middle class did-
n’t trust us with their values or their
taxes,” said Bruce Reed, a former Clinton
aide who is president of the DLC. “I, for
one, don’t want to go back there.” 

Democratic candidates have to actively
remind voters they share their values on
everything from faith to families, added
Sen. Evan Bayh, the DLC’s chairman. 

“It’s a combination of things,” said
Bayh, D-Ind., “that leads people to con-
clude that ‘Democrats just don’t under-
stand folks like us.”’
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United Europe talks break down
By The Associated Press

BRUSSELS, Belgium — A summit to forge a con-
stitution for a united, post-Cold War Europe collapsed
this past weekend after leaders failed to agree on shar-
ing power within an expanded European Union. 

The deal-breaker was a proposal to abandon a voting
system accepted in 2000 that gave Spain and incoming
EU member Poland almost as much voting power as
Germany, which has a population equal to those two
countries combined. 

European leaders sought to minimize the damage,
saying talks would resume next year, but the debacle
leaves the EU in turmoil as it prepares for one of the
greatest challenges in it 46-year history — accepting
new members from the former Communist east. 

The failure scuttles, for the time being, the EU’s plan
for a new president, foreign minister and a greater pro-
file on the global stage to rival that of the United States. 

It also raised doubts about the bloc’s future direction and
fears over its cohesion. French President Jacques Chirac
and German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder spoke of a core
group of countries pressing ahead with closer integration —
a scenario others warned would divide the union. 

U.S. hopes troops won’t take money and run
By The Associated Press

BAGHDAD, Iraq — Faced with the desertion of
nearly half the new Iraqi army, the U.S. military is
thinking about raising the pay scale for Iraqi soldiers as
it trains more to join the force, the commander of U.S.-
led coalition forces in Iraq said. 

U.S. Army Lt. Gen. Ricardo Sanchez said the major
reason for the defections of Iraqi soldiers was pay,
specifically allowances for married soldiers who were
struggling to support their families on $60 a month. 

Of 700 soldiers originally in the new army, only 400 are left. 
Sanchez said a separate, 550-member force drawn

from militias affiliated with Iraqi political parties was
being trained to fight insurgents in Baghdad. The unit, he

said, was part of the Iraqi Civil Defense Corps and would
work under the command of the 1st Armored Division,
the U.S. military unit in charge of the Iraqi capital. 

The new unit, whose members were recruited as indi-
viduals rather than party militiamen, has been under dis-
cussion for months between major political groups and the
U.S.-led occupation authorities. The rationale behind it is
that coalition forces, who are fighting Saddam Hussein
loyalists, would benefit from the experience of those who
have fought the ousted dictator in the past. 

Scientists warn of horrific worldwide flu 
By The Associated Press

NEW YORK — As bad as this year’s flu season is, it
hasn’t brought the worldwide outbreak known as a pan-
demic. But experts warn that a pandemic is coming, it’s
just a question of when. 

Many Americans haven’t experienced the over-
whelming crush of patients at hospitals and doctors’
offices and the widespread fear a flu pandemic could
bring. And by historical pattern, Dr. Greg Poland of the
Mayo Clinic said it’s about time for the next one. 

There have been three in the past 100 years, igniting
in 1918, 1957 and 1968. There’s no way to predict when
the next one will appear. 

It’s all up to a virus that is variable and fickle, con-
stantly changing its genetic makeup, and the time when
it hits upon a combination that lets it take off worldwide
is a “roll of the genetic dice,’’ said Dr. William
Schaffner of Vanderbilt University. 

It’s estimated that in the industrialized nations alone,
the next pandemic is likely to send 1 million to 2.3 mil-
lion people to the hospital and kill 280,000 to 650,000,
according to the World Health Organization. Its impact
will probably be greatest in developing countries. 

‘Willy’ finally free
By The Associated Press

OSLO, Norway — For kids, Keiko the killer whale
was the charming hero of “Free Willy.’’ For biologists, he

was the focus of fierce debate on whether captive animals
could be returned to the wild. Keiko, who died of pneu-
monia this week, never strayed far from humans, keeping
company with them in a Norwegian fjord to the end. 

Keiko’s apparent love of human company — and his
popularity — frustrated handlers’ dreams that he would
one day leave them in search of food on his own.
Millions of dollars were spent trying to teach him to sur-
vive, but he didn’t bond with other whales, apparently
feared swimming under ice and died less than two years
after he was freed. 

Keiko’s handlers noticed on Thursday he had become
listless, and the six-ton orca died Friday afternoon
despite veterinarians’ efforts to save him. 

“It was pretty sudden,’’ his animal care specialist,
Dane Richards, told The Associated Press. He said
Keiko’s handlers went out to check on him during a late
afternoon blizzard and he was still alive. Two hours
later, he had died. 

Afghans begin hammering out constitution
By The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — Delegates assembling
from every corner of Afghanistan this weekend faced
tough debate in hammering out the first post-Taliban
constitution, the bedrock of what Afghans hope will be
a better life after years of war. 

Under intense security, some 500 representatives —
from village mullahs to Western-educated exiles —
must work out the role of Afghan women, Islam’s place
in politics and the sharing of power in a nation accus-
tomed to fighting over it. 

The constitutional loya jirga, or grand council, which
opens on Sunday, is a key step in the two-year drive to
stabilize the country under an empowered central gov-
ernment, and will lead to landmark national elections
planned for June. 

While all the delegates have arrived without reported
incident after last-minute elections in the provinces, the
U.S. military has warned that Taliban militants plan to
disrupt the gathering. 

The strength of the presidency appears the most con-
tentious issue. U.S.-backed President Hamid Karzai
favors a strong chief executive while opponents have
pushed for a prime minister who would share power. 

Karzai this week said he would not run in next year’s
elections if a strong prime minister’s post is created. 

WORLD BRIEFLY

Bush: ‘In Iraq, a dark and painful era is over’
him,” U.S. administrator L. Paul Bremer told
a news conference. “The tyrant is a prisoner.” 

“He was just caught like a rat,” said
Maj. Gen. Raymond Odierno, whose 4th
Infantry Division troops staged the raid.
“When you’re in the bottom of a hole you
can’t fight back.” 

During the arrest of Saddam, U.S.
troops discovered “descriptive written
material of significant value,” another
U.S. commander told The Associated
Press, speaking on condition of anonymi-
ty. He declined to say whether the materi-
al related to the anti-coalition resistance. 

Saddam, who could face trial before a
new Iraqi tribunal for war crimes, was
defiant when top Iraqi officials visited
him in captivity hours later — people at
the meeting said he refused to admit to
human rights abuses. 

Saddam will now “face the justice he
denied to millions,” said President Bush,
whose troops and intelligence agents had
been searching in vain for Saddam since
April. “In the history of Iraq, a dark and
painful era is over.” 

U.S. officials declined to specify
Saddam’s whereabouts on Sunday, but
made clear he faces intensive interrogation
— foremost, what he knows about the
ongoing insurgency against the U.S.-led
occupation, and later about his regime’s
unconventional weapons programs. 

The raid by 600 soldiers and special

forces took place Saturday night at a farm
in Adwar, 10 miles from Saddam’s home
town of Tikrit, less than three hours after
the pivotal tip was received from an Iraqi. 

The informant was a member of a fami-
ly close to Saddam,” Odierno told reporters
in Tikrit. “Finally we got the ultimate infor-
mation from one of these individuals.” 

After a helicopter took Saddam to
Baghdad, U.S. officials brought in former
regime officials, including deputy prime
minister Tariq Aziz, to confirm Saddam’s
identity, a U.S. official said, speaking on
the condition of anonymity. 

Whether Saddam’s capture would curtail
the insurgency was unclear. Bush cautioned
that more anti-coalition attacks were expect-
ed, and Odierno said the lack of communi-
cations equipment in the hide-out indicated
Saddam was not commanding the resistance. 

Eager to prove to Iraqis that Saddam was
in custody, the U.S. military showed video
of the ousted leader, haggard and gray-
bearded, as a military doctor examined him.
In Baghdad, radio stations played jubilant
music and some bus passengers shouted,
“They got Saddam! They got Saddam!” 

In northern Kirkuk, eight people were
killed and 80 wounded by shots fired in
the air during celebrations of the capture,
said hospital official Shehab Ahmed. 

“I’m very happy for the Iraqi people.
Life is going to be safer now,” said Yehya
Hassan, 35, of Baghdad. “Now we can
start a new beginning.” 

But some residents of Adwar recalled
fondly how Saddam used to swim in the
nearby Tigris River and bemoaned the
capture of the leader who donated gener-
ously to area residents. 

“This is bad news to all Iraqis,” said
Ammar Zidan, 21. “Even if they captured
Saddam Hussein, we are all Saddam
Hussein. We want freedom and independ-
ence from the Americans.” 

Saddam was captured almost five
months after his sons, Qusai and Odai,
were killed July 22 in a gunbattle with
U.S. troops in the northern city of Mosul.
Coalition officials hoped the sons’ deaths
would weaken the Iraqi resistance; instead
the guerrilla campaign escalated. 

In the latest attack — before Saddam’s
capture was announced — a suspected sui-
cide bomber detonated explosives in a car
outside a police station Sunday morning
west of Baghdad, killing at least 17 and
wounding 33, the U.S. military said. Also
Sunday, a U.S. soldier died while trying to
disarm a roadside bomb south of the capi-
tal — the 453rd soldier to die in Iraq. 

Saddam was one of the world’s most-
wanted fugitives, along with Osama bin
Laden  , the leader of the al-Qaida terror-
ist network who has not been caught
despite a manhunt since November 2001. 

The United States put a $25 million
bounty for Saddam, as it did for bin
Laden, but it was not known immediately
if anyone has a claim to the money. Lt.

Gen. Ricardo Sanchez, the top U.S. mili-
tary commander in Iraq, said he could not
give any information on the reward. 

U.S. troops found Saddam hiding in an
underground crawl space at the walled
compound, Odierno said. The entrance to
the hide-out — covered with Styrofoam,
rugs and dirt — was a few feet from
small, mud-brick hut where Saddam had
been staying. 

Saddam was “very disoriented” as sol-
diers brought him out of the hole, Odierno
said. A Pentagon   diagram showed the hid-
ing place as a 6-foot-deep vertical tunnel,
with a shorter tunnel branching out hori-
zontally from one side. A pipe to the con-
crete surface at ground level provided air. 

Two other Iraqis — described as low-
level regime figures — were arrested in
the raid, and soldiers found two
Kalashnikov rifles, a pistol and $750,000
in $100 bills. 

Sanchez saw Saddam overnight and said
the deposed leader “has been cooperative
and is talkative.” He described Saddam as
“a tired man, a man resigned to his fate.” 

“He didn’t seem apologetic. He
seemed defiant, trying to find excuses for
the crimes in the same way he did in the
past,” said Adel Abdel-Mahdi, a senior
official of a Shiite Muslim political party
who, along with other Iraqi leaders, visit-
ed Saddam in captivity. 

CAUGHT, from page 1
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COMICS

Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

RICHARDS
Tune Up Service

Brake Masters
• Air Conditioning
• Tune Ups
• Alternator/Starters
• Foreign & Domestic

All Makes and Models
Fair, Honest Pricing

Free Brake and A/C inspection

310-581-0727
2700 S. Lincoln Blvd • Santa Monica 

(across the street from McDonalds)

PEST&TERMITE CONTROL

Home or Business

Fumigation • Thermal Pest Eradication

Pest Bird Relocation • Rodent Control

Termite Inspections and repairs

(310)829-1827

Marina del Rey • Santa Monica • Venice

OFFICES
THROUGHOUT 
CALIFORNIA

AMERICAN
EXPRESS

Rated Very High in
Customer Satisfaction

h t t p : / / w w w. d e w e y p e s t . c o m

10% DISCOUNT 
WITH COUPON



Santa Monica Daily Press ❑ Monday, December 15, 2003 ❑ Page 13

Santa Monica Daily Press

$3
50

per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.  

Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 15,000.

CCLLAASSSSIIFFIIEEDDSS

Employment
$3 - 5K per week income poten-
tial work from home, NOT MLM.
(800)570-3782 Ext. 4020.

AUTO SALES
WE ARE LOOKING FOR A 

MOTIVATED SALESPERSON 
TO JOIN OUR TEAM OF CAR 
SALES PROFESSIONALS. IF 
YOU CAN SELL, CALL THE 
SALES MANAGER FOR IN-
TERVIEW AT (310)451-1588.

SANTA MONICA FORD

BEAUTY STYLIST’S for new 
Fantastic Sams Salon in Santa 
Monica. Guarantee 9/hr and up.
(310)890-1222

CASHIERS & Hourly Supervi-
sor. FT/PT Must be reliable, ex-
cellent customer svc skills & 
available weekends. Experi-
ence with Low Carbohydrate di-
ets a plus! (310)828-0030 Call 
Brad to schedule an interview.
Pure Foods. 1820 Wilshire 
Blvd, SM. EOE.

DINING SERVER flexible 
hours, but must have lunch 
availability. Benihana 1447 4th 
Street. Santa Monica (310)260-
1423.

EXPERIENCED ELECTRI-
CIAN, industrial plumber, con-
crete form worker. Drivers li-
cense & vehicle a must. English 
speaking. Fax resume 
(310)719-1449.

FIGURE MODEL wanted. Fit fe-
male model wanted for figure 
drawing by artist. No experi-
ence necessary. Call (818)501-
0266

NEED SECURITY p/t am&pm 
for the city of Santa Monica call 
(714)531-0555.

SALES: 43 year old Forbes 500 
ranked affiliate co. is looking for 
sales pros to keep pace with 
rising gold market. Top earners 
make 200k+. Full benefits. No 
cold calling. Draw/comm. Santa 
Monica. Visit www.goldline.com 
or call (310)319-0313.

THE “GREAT American Pitchf-
est” will be held on Saturday, 
January 31st. at the Los An-
geles Convention Center . This 
will be the largest pitchfest ever 
held, and is for writers, produc-
ers, and directors for film and 
television of all genres and for-
mats. Attend training sessions 
with more than 10 “A-list”
speakers, celebrate at our 
“Sweet Taste of Success”
champagne and dessert buffet 
gala, and meet one-on-one with 
the power people of Hollywood 
who can help turn your movie 
and show ideas into reality. One 
“decision maker’ for every six 
participants. $150 until Decem-
ber 31 ($200 after). Only the 
most credible companies in Hol-
lywood invited. Visit website at 
www.pitchfest.com<  
http://www.pitchfest.com/> for 
full list & more information, or 
call 1-877-255-2528.

For Sale
ALL STORE fixtures for sale.
Bel Mondo going out of biz, 
1413 Montana Ave. (310)394-
7272.

Furniture
2 BEDROOM apartment furni-
ture for sale . For complete de-
scription & details. Call Paul 
Lorda (310)395-2558 or 
(310)804-0810.

KING DOUBLE Pillowtop Mat-
tress Set. Brand new, brand 
name. Must sell! List $895. Sac-
rifice $295. (310)350-3814

Furniture
4 48’ shelves $65. 7ft.x4ft.
White denim “cozy couch”
w/halfmoon ottoman $2350.
48’x30’ glass desk $140.
16x30Wx56L buffet $275. 5ft.
bookshelf unfurnished $210 
(310)576-7548.

7 PIECE Bedroom Set. All 
brand new! Wood sleigh bed, 
mattress set, nightstand, and 
more. Moving and must sell! 
List $2500. Giveaway $795.
(310)350-3814.

CHERRY SLEIGH Bed. Solid 
wood. Still in box. List $795.
Sacrifice $295. (310)350-3814

ITALIAN HOME & 
GARDEN FURNISHINGS

Mid-Century Venetian Glass
Tuscan Ceramics • Deruta Dinnerware

Florentine Leather • Chandeliers
Antique Linens • Jewelry

702 MONTANA AVENUE IN SANTA MONICA

(310) 394-0989
www.PonteV.com

ITALIAN LEATHER Sofa & 
Loveseat Brand new, still in 
crate from designer home 
show. List $3000. Sacrifice 
$995. Must sell! Will deliver! 
(310)350-3814.

QUEEN DOUBLE Pillowtop 
Mattress Set. Plush, name 
brand, still in plastic. Warranty.
Was $595. Sacrifice $175.
(310)350-3814.

QUEEN ORTHO Mattress Set.
New, still in plastic w/warranty.
Must sell. $125 (310)350-3814.

Vehicles for sale
ML 430 MERCEDES. 3 years 
old. Excellent Condition.
38,000 mi, fully loaded, GPS, 
6-cd. Leather, moon-roof plus 
more! $25,900 or BO (310)459-
9196

FOR
SALE 
“Classic” 1982 
Jeep Wagoneer

Solid Vehicle, Very Reliable,
Custom Seats, CD sounds,

Surf Racks, lots of love 
in this Truck.

$2500 FIRM.

(310) 699-7835

Vehicles for sale

1230 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-451-1588

’02 Ford Explorer Sport
V6, Automatic PW P/L tilt,

CD, Alloys! (ID#54518
STK#P5068) $13,995

’95 Ford Escort
Auto, A/C P/windows,

(ID#213592 - STK#P4698)
$3,995

’98 Chev Cavalier
4DR, Automatic, A/C, CD

(ID#807680) $3,995

’02 Chev Tahoe L/S
Dual A/C, CD, Dual P/seats,

third seat, alloys, much more!
(ID#193678) $24,895

’01 Ford Expedition
4x4, Dual A/C, Loaded

(LIC#40BR776 - ID#B59858)
$19,995

’02 Ford Explorer XLT
V6, Leather, Rear A/C, Third

seat (LIC#4TRX317 -
ID#A61068) $18,995

OF SANTA MONICA

PLUS TAX, LICENSE & DOCUMENT 
FEE ON ALL VEHICLES

Vehicles for sale

’01 FORD CONTOUR SE
VIN 104622 $6,995 Good

Commuter Car, Low Miles,

Low Emission. Vehicle runs on

Natural gas or Unleaded.

’94 DODGE CARAVAN 
VIN 635648 7 passenger V6

$3995

’94 PLYMOUTH ACCLAIM
xlnt cond. 2 dr, H/back. Tiel

98k mi. Cln & shiny.$1695

’92 FORD TAURUS 
4DR VIN 112783 

One Owner $4995

’93 TOYOTA PREVIA 
Mini Van VIN 112783 

One owner $4995

’70 BUICK RIVIERA 
VIN 925668 Classic $6500

’65 VW BUG 
VIN 260574 $5495

Claude Short
Auto Sales Dealer

2501 Lincoln Blvd.
in Venice

(310) 395-3712

Vehicles for sale

1401 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-394-1888
infinitiofsantamonica.com 

✯ ’00 BMW X5 4.4i✯
Sport Pkg! V8, Loaded, Low

Mileage! BEAUTIFUL! (H02400)

✯ ’02 Infiniti Q45 Navi✯
THE EXECUTIVE RIDE!
All Loaded, Low Miles

(v002529) 3 More Available

✯ ’03 Infiniti G35 Sedan✯
DVD Navi, Prem whis, Loaded

(v006982)

✯ ’01 Ford Mustang✯

CONVERTIBLE! Automatic 
2D, Leather, (8837P)

✯ ’02 Audi A8L✯
FULLY LOADED! Premium Whls.
Bose Premium Sound (001079)

✯ ’02 Honda S2000✯
4-Cyl. 2.0L VTEC, Leather,
6-Speed, Manuel (8767P)

✯ ’02 Lexus IS300✯
Sport Cross, LOADED! Prem
Wheels, Leather (043651)

✯ ’00 Volvo V70 XC AWD✯

SE Wagon
2.4L Turbo, Moon, alloys

VALUE PRICED! (v707506)

of Santa Monica

1100 Santa Monica Blvd

(310) 319-1661
LAcarGUY.com

LEXUS/VOLKSWAGEN
OF SANTA MONICA

PRE-OWNED CENTER

2003 INFINITI G35
COUPE 2D

V6, Automatic, Leather,
Moon Roof (206812)

2002 LEXUS IS 300
SPORT CROSS

4D, Hatchback, Moon, Rear
Spoiler, Lthr (042025)

2003 VW BEETLE
GL Turbo Hatchback, 2D,

Automatic (424228)

2000 LEXUS RX 300
4D Sport Utility, Automatic,
Moon, Roof Rack (146978)

2000 VOLKSWAGEN
JETTA GLS

4D Sedan, Automatic,
Moon Roof (089016)

1999 LEXUS LX 470
4D Sport Utility, Automatic,

Leather, Moon (075956)

YOUR AD
HERE

ADVERTISE!!!

Santa Monica Daily
Press Classifieds

310.458.7737 
Ask for Mitch

WELCOME TO THE WORLD!

The Santa Monica Daily Press is now running birth announcements every Tuesday.

Call Elise DeFord at 310-458-PRESS (7737) x 101 for details.

Announce the arrival of your newest family member.
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Century West Properties
Exceptional Westside Rentals

LEASING CENTER
1437 SEVENTH STREET, SUITE 200
SANTA MONICA

Complementary Rental List  &
Leasing  Consultation
Walk-ins Welcome 10am – 6pm Daily
(310) 899-9580

Vehicles for sale

832 Santa Monica Blvd.

800-944-4157
LAcarGUY.com

’01 TOYOTA AVALON
TOYOTA CERTIFIED

Leather, Moonroof & Much More

(X14152527)

’01 TOYOTA 4RUNNER
TOYOTA CERTIFIED

12K miles (20258224)

’01 SIENNA XLE
TOYOTA CERTIFIED

Lthr, Fully Equipped

(24483153)

’02 BMW 325i
10K Miles, Like New

(2NJ21495)

’02 TOYOTA SEQUOIA
TOYOTA CERTIFIED

Limited, Super Clean

(2S090449)

’01 TOYOTA PRIUS
TOYOTA CERTIFIED

Rare Find (10036045)

’96 JEEP GRAND
CHEROKEE

LOADED w/ extras

(TC153347)

’98 TOYOTA 4RUNNER
LIMITED, auto, leather, loaded

(0058384)

Wanted

DO YOU HAVE SERIOUS 
ACNE?

Patients will be paid $500.00 
for

6 visits over 6 months.
Looking for women between 
the ages of 14-45 with seri-
ous acne who could partici-
pate in an FDA clinical study.

Women cannot be on 
accutane or Retin-A.

All medication,
physicals and visits are 

Free. No insurance is neces-
sary and all is confidential.

Interested participants 
should contact Christine 

@(323)937-7811

NON-SMOKING SWF desires 
room to rent or studio apart-
ment. Augustchild2@msn.com 
(760)409-7376.

For Rent
GEORGETOWN LAKE MT De-
luxe 4 bdrm overlooking pristine 
mountain lake. Blue ribbon 
fishery. Minutes from Jack Nick-
laus golf course. Hike, boat, 
swim, horseback ride. Wildlife 
galore. Stunning sunset views.
$1200 per week. (310) 899-
3777

For Rent
3RD STREET PROMENADE 
Apts. Ocean views, remodeled 
units 1+1, $1500-$2000, 2+2 
$2100-$2500. 1453 3rd Street.
MOVE IN SPECIALS! 
(310)862-1000.

Casa Loma Apartment
101 Dudley Ave. Venice
NOW LEASING!

Steps to the beach
Singles and Studios
$695.00 to $1095.00

MOVE IN SPECIAL
FIRST MONTH FREE!

(Requires S.D. & 1 yr. lease)
1-888-399-1166

NEW  STUDIO Apartments 
available. $1075-$1345. Six 
blocks to beach. Promenade 
area!  (310)656-0311                    

For Rent
S.M. $1725.00 On 18th near 
SM Blvd. 2bdrm, 1.5ba. Town-
house. Intercom entry, Applian-
ces, wetbar, fireplace, private 
patio, 2-car garage. Info:
(310)828-4481.

SANTA MONICA $1295/mo.
1232 Harvard.

Beautiful 1 bdrm, 1ba.
Prestigious location, secluded 

builiding. Features large 
closets, stove, dishwasher,

gated parking.
Owner will consider pets.

Walk to shops, restaurants & 
transportation.
(310)717-7963

SANTA MONICA $1100/mo 
1BDRM + den, gas paid, appli-
ances, NO pets, parking. 2535 
Kansas Ave., #105  Santa Mon-
ica, CA 90424. Manager in 
#101

SANTA MONICA $1195/mo. 1 
bedroom 1 bath. 1318 Euclid #1 
Open Daily. (310)395-1495.

SANTA MONICA $745/mo.
Prime location North of Wil-
shire. Bachelor, paid utilities 
open Saturday & Sunday 10am-
1pm. 917 Lincoln A-1.
(310)395-1495.

SANTA MONICA North of Wil-
shire $1500/mo. 2 bedroom 1 
bath closed garage,laundry, 
shared patio,quiet.(310)451-
9673.

SANTA MONICA: $1275, 2+2, 
vinyl, laundry, blinds, new paint, 
near frwy, parking.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA: $1400, 2+1, 
pet ok, r/s, balcony, marble 
kitchen, berber carpet, safe.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA: $2050, 3+2, 
hardwood floors, laundry, quiet, 
remodeled, gated, safe.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA: $750, studio, 
great location, near beach, 
parking included, month to 
month.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA: $995, 1+1, 
lower, pet ok, laundry. safe lo-
cation, near frwy,parking includ-
ed.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

Houses For Rent
MARINA DEL REY ADJ.
“Charming 1920’s California 
Mission Style” 2 large bed-
rooms 1 bath + separate bonus 
room & storage. Hardwood 
floors, fireplace, shutters. Beau-
tifully landscaped front and 
back yard. Security, completely 
gated property. Perfect condi-
tion, enclosed garage + 3 car 
parking $2250/mo. 1 year 
lease. (310)826-7960.

SANTA MONICA: $1150, guest 
house,  loft style, r/s, carpet, 
quiet, skylights, util. included.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA: $1295, tri-
plex, 1+1 carpet, quiet,yard, re-
modeled kitchen, utilities includ-
ed.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA: $1500, tri-
plex, 2+1, lower, pet ok, r/s, 
yard, carpet, hardwood floors, 
parking.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

Roommates
SANTA MONICA: $450, shared 
apartment, private room, hard-
wood floors, large rooms, laun-
dry, parking.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA:$500, shared 
condo, private room, r/s, balco-
ny, near SMC, gated parking.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

Commercial Lease

SANTA MONICA
OFFICES

310.395.4620
$1450.00 AND UP..

• CHARMING MEDITERRANEAN STYLE
• NEAR PROMENADE - WINDOWS OPEN
• GARDEN COURTYARD BUILDING
• TELEPHONE SYSTEM INCLUDED
• NEW PAINT AND CARPET
• FURNISHED AVAILABLE
• SHORT OR LONG TERM
• PARKING INCLUDED
• 2 TO 4 ROOMS
• AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY

FOR RENT office suite in Santa 
Monica w/use of ammenties.
175 sq. ft. $700/mo. (310)396-
9310 ext. 107.

MDR ADJ: 2 offices in newer 
building 389 sq. ft. $550, 621 
sq. ft. $800. (310)390-7487.

MDR SHARE space. New suite, 
4 space in small Law Firm. Law 
Library, Conference Room, Re-
ceptionist, Copier, DSL, Parking 
Available, 90 Freeway close.
Starting at $750. (310)553-
0756.

Specializing

in Leasing 

& Selling

Office &

Industrial

Buildings
Christina S. Porter
Senior Associate

310-440-8500 x.104

SANTA MONICA retail store for 
lease. 1740 Ocean Park Blvd.
Approx. 600 sq/ft. remodeled, 
skylights, finished concrete 
floors, a/c. Good for clothing, art 
or books. $1500/mo. (310)753-
2621.

SM/OCEAN PARK: room avail-
able in well located Chiropractic
& Acupuncture office 3 days 
per/wk $500/mo. Jasmine 
(310)392-9596.

Real Estate

AGAPE ESTATES
Pride of Ownership

Homes and Units
Realtor and Developer

Call Today
310-745-4847
Buy or Sell Tomorrow

Real Estate Wanted
MOTIVATED BUYER: I buy 
houses, any area, any price, 
any condition .
Call (310)422-4933 .

Massage
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal 
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
Energy balancing. Strictly non-
sexual. Introductory specials 
from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, L.M.T.
(310)749-0621

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong 
and tender relaxing bodywork 
by mature European. Professio-
nal Lady Sonja (310)397-0433.

OCEAN THERAPY: nice relax-
ing massage Spanish & Asian 
Staff (310)899-3709.

OLIVIA FULL body massage.
Smooth, thorough, divinely re-
laxing by beautiful, mature 
woman. Professional & licensed 
$120/hr. $80/ 1/2  hr. (310)915-
5519.

REVITALIZE & Rejuvenate.
Body, Mind & Spirit with a ther-
apeutic Swedish/Deep-tissue 
massage. Laura (310)394-2923  
(310)569-0883.

STRONG & SOOTHING Swed-
ish & Deep-Tissue body work.
Only $40/70min. Non-sexual.
Paul: (310)741-1901.

THERAPEUTIC ASIAN mas-
sage $49/hr. 1227 Lincoln #201 
Santa Monica (323)630-9506.
Appointment only.

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE,
Swedish, Accupressure, 
Deep-tissue, Sports Mas-
sage, Reflexology. For apt 
call Tracy at (310)435-0657.

Business Opps
ABSOLUTE GOLDMINE! 60 
Vending machines with excel-
lent locations all for $10,995.
(800)234-6982.

LOCAL VENDING route 60 ma-
chines. Locations  included, all 
for $10.995. (800)509-7909.

Health/Beauty

FREE
HAIRCUT WITH 

THIS AD

(310) 393-2772
Fitness

TAI CHI/I-CHIUNG classes in 
Santa Monica call for info.
(626)429-6360.

Fitness

in Santa Monica

1335 B 4th St.
310-917-1371

The Power to Amaze Yourself.™

GET 50% OFF THE
SERVICE FEE

Offer valid 7/15/03 thru 11/30/03
*Based on first visit enrollment, minimum. 12 months c.d. 

program. Service fee paid at time of enrollment. 
Not valid with any other offer.

Have Fun Getting
FIT By the BEACH

Inquire About Our Way to
Wellness Program! Exercise,

Eating & Stress Management … 
All In One Great Program!

Located at the Loews
Santa Monica Beach Hotel

310-842-5657
www.globalfitnesssolutionsonline.com

Feel Better…Lose Weight…Improve your Health!

Facials  • Yoga  • Pilates • Therapeutic Massage
Pregnancy & Post-pregnancy services

BRING IN A FRIEND AND SHE’S FREE!

1333 Ocean Avenue in Santa Monica 

(310) 458-8190
Dr. Lisa Masterson, M.D. 

Ocean Oasis
A Medical Day Spa for Women

Personals

NEXT EVENT:

January 5th @ 7 pm

WORLD CAFE IN SANTA MONICA
RSVP’s Required

LOG ONTO www.fastdater.com

FASTDATER.COM HAS 
REVOLUTIONIZED THE WAY

PEOPLE DATE TODAY!
Have you had it with blind dates? Then
FastDater is for you! Participants even
tell us it feels like you are on a game

show — dating finally made fun!

❤❤
Talk to a Model 24hrs.

310-786-8400
818-264-1906
213-259-1902
949-722-2222
$15/15 min.

CC/Check OK
www.USLove.com

YOUR
AD 

HERE
ADVERTISE!!!

Santa Monica
Daily Press
Classifieds

310.458.7737 
Ask for Mitch

YOUR AD
HERE

ADVERTISE!!!

Santa Monica Daily
Press Classifieds

310.458.7737 
Ask for Mitch
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DENTAL
EMERGENCY?

UCLA Parkside Medical

2428 SANTA MONICA BLVD., SUITE 303 • SANTA MONICA

• Evening hours + emergency services
• Root Canals, Crowns, Veneers
• 20+ years of experience
• UCLA Graduate
• Most insurances accepted
• Cosmetic Dentistry

Dr. David Taft, DDS

310-315-3676

Brainstorm for the New Year
50% Holiday Discount to all callers

PPrroommoottee  yyoouurr    bbuussiinneessss  iinn  tthhee  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa

Services

A/C CONSTRUCTION

COMMERCIAL
Residential Remodel

HONEST & RELIABLE

FREE ESTIMATES

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

A1 CONSTRUCTION, framing, 
drywall, electrical. 30 years in 
this area. Free estimate.
(310)475-0497 or (310)415-
7134.

B.C. HAULING clean-up; all 
types big truck; hydrolic liftgate 
-small truck. No Saturdays.
(310)714-1838.

B.C. HAULING clean-up; all 
types big truck; hydrolic liftgate 
-small truck. No Saturdays.
(310)714-1838.

BEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193

Services
BOOKKEEPING SERVICES for 
small businesses and individu-
als. Quickbooks, MYOB and Mi-
crosoft Money. Reasonable 
Rates. (310)876-0363.

COPPER REPIPE SPECIALIST
LOW WATER PRESSURE? RUSTY

UNSAFE WATER? GETTING SCALDED?
We specialize in Copper Repipe of 

private homes & apartments. Call us!
Senior Citizen Discount

FREE Estimates

1-877-379-9455
SOL’S PLUMBING

AMERICAN
EXPRESS

FREE
WATER HEATER

Lic#767143 Bonded & Ins.
ALL WORK IS GUARANTEED

ALWAYS A CLEAN QUALITY JOB!

DISCOUNT GRANITE COUN-
TER TOPS $199-$200, 26 1/2”
x 96”. Great colors, same cost 
as tile. (310)985-1285.

PICTURE FRAMES custom 
made by professional (310)980-
2674.

Services

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,

unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and 

other homes/office paper 
management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL 
ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

HEAD SHOTS. Price includes 
shoot fee, contact sheets, nega-
tives & expenses. $250.
www.randphoto.net (310)395-
0147.

HOME THEATER AND MUSIC:
system design, installing and 
troubleshooting. 16 years expe-
rience with audio/video sys-
tems, satellite, cable, telephone 
and computer networks.
(310)450-6540.

“JENNY CAN CLEAN-IT”
fast, reliable. We take care of 
your cleaning, own transporta-
tion. $40 (818)705-0297.

PAINTER/DESIGNER CHIL-
DREN’S ROOM, COMMER-
CIAL & RESIDENTIAL. Also art 
instruction. Ted. (310)936-5129.

Services

KIM’S CHRISTMAS TREES
Finest Quality and Service

We offer tree removal.
Call for an appointment.

(310) 828-5467
MARCO TELECOM: Phone 
jacks, installation & repair. Re-
wiring phone line, splitting busi-
ness. (310)301-1926, pager:
(310)351-7673.

NBM CONSTRUCTION
Room Additions, Remodel,

Electric, Plumbing, Carpentry
(888) 420-5866 

Lic#745354

When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!

NED PARKER 
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured • Lic#658-486
PAINTING • CARPENTRY • ROOFING

CONCRETE • ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869

Services

NOTICE TO
READERS:

California  law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that
total $500 or more (labor or 

materials) be licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board. State law also requires 
that contractors include their

license number on all 
advertising.You can check the 

status of your licensed 
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed 

contractors taking jobs that
total less than $500 must state

in their advertisements that 
they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board.

PAINTING TOP QUALITY  A&A 
custom,Interior And Exterior .
Free Quote. Jeff Arrieta 
(310)560-9864.

SEX THERAPY Enhance re-
lationships, intimacy & de-
sire. Surrogates & Training 
available. AASECT Cert.
Bryce Britton, MS (310)450-
5553

Services
TOWN & Country Builder. Ma-
sonry work, concrete, drive-
ways, brick, stone wall, patio, 
tile. State/Lic. 441191 (310)578-
7108.

WALLPAPER REMOVAL &
INSTALLATION

wall texture/ painting Glenn’s 
Wallpaper Service. Get Ready 

For The Holidays 
(310)686-8505.

Business Services

HOW can you get the power 
of email working for your 
business?

Great Big Noise
www.greatbignoise.com

Computer Services
COMPUTER HELP: Your office 
or home. Typing, tutorial, Micro-
soft Word, Excel, Access, inter-
net navigation, software instal-
lation. Also, notary public serv-
ices. (310)207-3366

MAC & PC repairs tutoring, 
software & hardware wireless 
networking. Upgrade, phone (in 
house)support.
www.concepts.org 
(310)902-6001

Now offering obituary listings.
For more details call the Daily Press.

310.458.7737 ext. 111

Pay tribute
to a

loved one.

Classified Advertising Conditions :REGULAR RATE: 2.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20 per word per day. Ad must run a minimum of twelve consecu-
tive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra. Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the
first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once. DEADLINES: 4:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for
Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 4:00 p.m. PAYMENT: All private party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course
cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310)458-7737; send a check or money order with ad
copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press, P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202.
OTHER  RATES: For information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310)458-7737.

WE ARE THE 

GIG IN TOWN!

Call Mitch at the Santa Monica Daily Press 310.458.7737 ext.111

The Daily Press Hiring Guarantee:
Run an ad in the classified section of the Santa Monica Daily
Press for 4 weeks and we’ll guarantee that you’ll find the perfect
employee! Call for more details.

Classiest
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Steve Danziger

(310) 434-1800

By The Associated Press 

VATICAN CITY — During a Christmas benefit con-
cert at the Vatican, Grammy-winning singer Lauryn Hill
launched into an unscheduled tirade against priests who
abuse children, according to news reports Sunday. 

Hill read a statement criticizing the church and its
leaders during the Saturday night concert, where she
was a featured performer. 

Several Italian newspapers on Sunday ran transla-
tions of the statement, which was delivered in English.
They quoted her as saying there was “no acceptable
explanation for defending the church.” 

“I realize some of you may be offended by what I’m
saying, but what do you say to the families who were
betrayed by the people in whom they believed?” La
Repubblica newspaper quoted her as saying. 

There was no immediate response Sunday to calls
seeking comment from Hill’s label, New York-based
Columbia Records. 

Prelates in the audience included Cardinal Camillo
Ruini, the pope’s vicar for Rome and the head of the
Italian bishops’ conference, and his deputy, Monsignor
Rino Fisichella. The pope did not attend. The Vatican
said Sunday it had no comment. 

Hill, a former member of the rap trio the Fugees, set a
record for female artists in 1999 when she won five
Grammy awards for “The Miseducation of Lauryn Hill.” 

PIGEON FORGE, Tenn. — Country singer Dolly
Parton’s book program, which she started seven years
ago to inspire preschoolers to read, has reached a mile-
stone with delivery of its millionth book. 

Parton was on hand Friday when her Imagination
Library gave a copy of “The Little Engine That Could”

to the parents of 1-year-old Cana Waynick of Danville,
Ala. Children start receiving books at birth and contin-
ue through 60 selections until age 5. 

Parton launched the library in 1996 to promote read-
ing among children in Sevier County, the rural commu-
nity where she grew up in the Great Smoky Mountains.
Today, 206 communities in 35 states participate in
Imagination Library. 

The Grammy-winning singer and actress attended
one-room schoolhouses and was the first in her family
to graduate from high school. She says she has always
enjoyed reading, even though she didn’t like school. 

“Mama could read,” Parton said. “She went up to the
eighth grade. She got married when she was in the
eighth grade. Daddy didn’t go to school. Mama read the
Bible to us all the time, and I am sure that’s why I start-
ed reading.” 

LOS ANGELES — An actress has sued rapper
Snoop Dogg and MTV over an episode of the television
show “Doggy Fizzle Televizzle,” in which she claimed
she was unwittingly made to appear as if she were naked
and engaging in sexual relations with another actor. 

In a lawsuit filed this weekend, Doris Burns accuses
Snoop Dogg, whose real name is Calvin Broadus, and
MTV of breach of contract, fraud, invasion of privacy
and defamation. She is seeking unspecified damages. 

A spokeswoman for MTV, which produced and aired
the show, said the company does not comment on pend-
ing litigation. Messages left over the weekend for Snoop
Dogg’s attorney were not returned. 

Burns alleges that during the filming of a scene for
the sketch comedy show hosted by Snoop Dogg, the
show’s producers wanted it to appear that she was hav-
ing sex with an actor playing her husband. 

According to the suit, she refused. But she did agree
to wear a tank top and underwear and hold the hand of
the actor while sitting on the bed. 

When the show aired Aug. 31, the episode looked
very different because her torso and both actors’ hands
were blurred, according to the suit. 

McDONALD, Pa. — Residents of this tiny
Pittsburgh suburb want to honor songwriter Jay
Livingston, co-writer of the popular Christmas song
“Silver Bells,” with a historic marker at his boyhood
home. 

Livingston was born Jacob Harold Levinson in 1915
and stayed in McDonald, which had been a booming oil
town, through high school. 

Local historian Blanche Slates said Livingston’s sig-
nature tune, which describes a downtown Christmas
shopping scene, almost had a different name. 

“The original name was supposed to be ‘Tinkle
Bells,”’ Slates said. “But his wife told him the word ‘tin-
kle’ has bad connotations.” 

Livingston and his partner, Ray Evans, wrote several
songs and movie scores including “Mona Lisa” from the
1950 movie “Captain Carey USA” and “Silver Bells” —
the duo’s biggest seller — which first appeared in the
1951 Bob Hope movie “The Lemon Drop Kid.” 

Livingston, who died at age 86 in 2001, also wrote
“Que Sera Sera” for the 1957 film “The Man Who
Knew Too Much,” and the well-known television theme
songs for “Bonanza,” “Mister Ed” and “The Bugs
Bunny Show.” 

A decision by the Pennsylvania Historical and
Museum Commission on whether to put a historical
marker at Livingston’s boyhood home on Station Street
is expected in the spring. 

Former Fugee gets a bit Grinchy at Christmas show

EXTRA!! EXTRA!!
SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa  DDaaiillyy  PPrreessss  nnooww  aatt  nneewwssssttaannddss  aarroouunndd  tthhee  cciittyy!!

Readers and customers can now find the Daily Press 
in permanent newsstands at these locations:

• 17th Street and Montana Avenue

• 14th Street and Montana Avenue

• Montana Avenue, between 14th-15th 

Streets

• 7th Street and Montana Avenue

• 3rd Street and Wilshire Boulevard

• Ocean Avenue and Wilshire 

Boulevard

• Wilshire Boulevard, between 22nd-

23rd Streets

• 14th and Santa Monica Boulevard

• Wilshire Boulevard and Lincoln 

Boulevard

• Colorado Boulevard and 3rd Street

• Santa Monica Courthouse

• Arizona Avenue and Second Street

• Arizona Avenue and Fifth Street

• Three newsstands at the intersection of 

Arizona Avenue and Fourth Street

• Broadway and Lincoln Boulevard

• Broadway and 10th Street

• Colorado Avenue and Second Street

• Santa Monica Boulevard and Lincoln 

Boulevard

• Lincoln Boulevard and Broadway 

Avenue

• Lincoln Boulevard and Pico Boulevard

• Lincoln Boulevard and Strand 

• Two newsstands at the intersection of 

Lincoln Boulevard and Raymond 

• Main Street and Kinney 

• Main Street and Strand 

• Main Street and Ocean Park

• Main Street and Ashland

• Montana Avenue and Lincoln Boulevard

• Montana Avenue and Euclid Street

• Montana Avenue and 16th Street

WWaattcchh  ffoorr  ffuuttuurree  nneewwssssttaannddss  aatt  aa  llooccaattiioonn  nneeaarr  yyoouu!!


