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Santa Monica College grounds manager Tom Corpus digs through food
waste to bring thousands of worms to the surface of the school’'s new
Vermitech machine, which will transform the garbage into compost.

Wiggling to recycling

SMC buys 300,000
worms to turn waste
into fertilizer

By staff and wire reports

Santa Monica College is using
300,000 worms to turn garbage into fer-
tilizer.

The worms crawl in, they crawl about,
and the college’s food waste gets com-
posted through the invertebrates’ mouths.

If all goes as planned, the Red
Wigglers that went to work at SMC a
couple of weeks ago will consume 150
pounds of food garbage daily, producing
an organic fertilizer the college may one
day sell at a profit.

But for Tom Corpus, the college’s
grounds manager, the “vermicompost-
ing” is really a lesson in recycling and
not a money maker. He wants to raise the
awareness of how many different ways
there are to recycle material, including
food.

The college invested $60,000 for the
“vermicomposting” site in back of the
school cafeteria. Corpus already has
reduced the school’s waste disposal bill
from $100,000 annually to about
$35,000.

The campus recycles about 37 percent
of its waste, mainly paper and cardboard,
drink containers, green waste, and con-

struction and demolition material. The
worms will be its first venture into recy-
cling food waste, which accounts for
about 7 percent of its overall garbage.

“We are eager to see what the results
will be,” said college president Piedad F.
Robertson at a dedication ceremony ear-
lier this week that featured servings of
fresh carrot cake — not the results of any
experiment — as well as distribution of
small giveaway bags of fertilizer.

The city paid $25,000 and got a
matching grant for the same amount from
the Esper A. Petersen Foundation. The
college put up the remaining $10,000 for
an awning and electrical connection sys-
tem. Officials hope it turns a profit in two
years. And city officials are considering
taking more worms and a new machine
to the Third Street Promenade, where
there is an abundance of food waste from
the restaurants.

The metal Vermitech machine is tem-
perature controlled and has 300 pounds
of worms. It was sold to the school by
Simply Worms of Playa del Rey. Another
machine shreds food waste, cardboard
and paper towels, and then dumps it into
the mass of worms, which consume it
and drop from the bottom of the machine
their “castings.” The fertilizer can be
converted into “worm tea,” which can be
used as a bug deterrent. The worm waste
also serves as compost material and may

See WORMS, page 3

Party politics: Two
to take on the ‘five’

Councilmen take
matters into their
own hands

BY ANDREW H. FIXMER
Special to the Daily Press

The Santa Monica City Council may
be facing a revolution from within its own
ranks.

Concerned that council members are
politically lopsided and are out of touch
with residents, two of its seven members
have taken a grassroots approach to gov-
erning.

Councilmen Bob Holbrook and Herb
Katz believe a large rift has formed
between what residents want City Hall to
do and what the city council thinks is
important.

Holbrook, Katz and 25 supporters
founded Santa Monicans for Responsive
Government about two months ago with
the goal of increasing resident participa-
tion in government. The group appears
ready to tweak, if not challenge, the pre-
vailing political party on council: Santa
Monica Renters’ Rights.

Katz is emphatic that the new group
will not become politically active.
Instead, he’s proposed to limit it to edu-
cating residents about the often-compli-
cated issues before the council.

Whether he can make good on his
pledge to keep the group out of politics is
an open question, as he seems to subtly
concede.

“I’m getting concerned the few in
power are trying to govern us without
input,” Katz said. “It’s not meant to be
political. We’re not going to run candi-
dates. It’s about getting more residents
involved.”

But it is political. According to Katz,

the politics of City Hall are in the hands of
a powerful few.

“These same five council members are
running this whole thing uniformly and
singly,” he said. “I wouldn’t want five or
six of me on council. That’s not healthy.
We need more diversification.”

The group started with a mail survey
asking for comments about conditions
throughout the city.

“These same five
council members
are running this
whole thing uniformly
and singly”

— HERB KATZ
Santa Monica city councilman

“We said, ‘let’s pick 20 or so items to
get a flavor of what’s going on and get a
more global concept of our city.” You’ll
have people with different agendas who
will disagree with each other,” said Katz.
“But it will get us together and make us
discuss things.”

Holbrook said the high cost of running
a local election and council meetings that
typically stretch into the early morning
hours prevent a lot of residents from par-
ticipating.

“The dynamics are that (Santa Monica
Renters Rights) have professional cam-
paigners who raise money. That war chest
is spent on those SMRR endorses for
council,” said Holbrook. “If you’re just an
average working person, you don’t have
that kind of backing. You just don’t stand

See COUNCIL, page 3

Curbside service at Los
Angeles airport restored

By The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Motorists this weekend will be able to pick up and drop off
passengers at the curbs outside Los Angeles International Airport’s nine terminals.

Mayor James K. Hahn said Thursday that curbside drop-offs and pickups by pas-
senger cars will begin at 5 a.m. Saturday. As a security precaution since the Sept. 11
terrorist attacks, the airport banned people from pulling private cars up to the curb.
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Looking for the Daily Press?

The Santa Monica Daily Press is a free newspaper that is circulated
throughout all six commercial zones within the Santa Monica city limits.

Hundreds of copies can be found in
news racks and at these local businesses:

Main Street Locations:

 Jamba Juice

e Lula’s

* Omelette Parlor

* Breakfast Counter
* Coffee Bean

» Wildflower

« Joe’s Diner

* B&B Delicatessen
* Santa Monica Library
o Surf Liquor

* Mani’s Bakery

* Peet’s Coffee Patio
* L&K Market

* Star Liquor

This is not a complete list.
You can find more copies in these areas:

* Montana Avenue Commercial Zone

e Santa Monica Boulevard

¢ The Downtown Commercial Core (including Third Street Promenade)
¢ Wilshire Boulevard

¢ Lincoln Commercial District.

Additional circulation points include:
* Major Hotels on Ocean Avenue

¢ Retail businesses on the Boardwalk and Santa Monica Pier districts
¢ Commercial zones on Pico and Ocean Park Boulevard.

If you are interested in becoming a distribution point (it’s free and gives your customers
Just one more reason to come in), please call 310-458-PRESS (7737) x 104

JACQUELINE BIGAR'S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you'll have:

(I -Dynamic [T

@ ARIES (March 21-April 19)

[ You reverse gears when dealing with others at
a distance. You sense a change in the wind, or perhaps
a new possibility heading your way. New beginnings
become possible, though you might need to clear out an
albatross in your life — the sooner, the better. Tonight:
Do something totally different.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

([m Your opinion of a partner or a source of
funds could radically change in the next six months.
You might not be comfortable with all that you are
hearing from an associate. A personal decision sticks;
however, be ready to adjust to new information.
Tonight: Follow your favorite person.

@ GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

[ A solar eclipse in your chart could impact your
relationships, but not necessarily at this very moment.
Look for an event or change in one month, three
months and six months. If attached, someone could be
changing right in front of your eyes. Let a loved one
talk as much as he or she need to. Tonight: Make merry.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)

[ You don’t want to continue pushing so hard.
Everyone has limits, you included. Whisper to a co-
worker and ask him or her to pitch in. Let others fill in
for you where you might not be absolutely necessary.
Decide to make this a resolution. Tonight: Put up your
feet.

‘; LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

([m If single, good news will head your way in
the next few months. If attached, your relationship will
change, but not necessarily in a negative sense. Work
with a child who might be growing in leaps and
bounds. Cheer him or her on. Don’t fight transforma-
tion. Tonight: Relish the moment.

@VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
([ What you want to do on the home front

becomes possible faster than you believed. Remain
optimistic and positive with a transition at work that
you might not have anticipated. Say “yes” to new
beginnings, even if it’s your nature to walk away from
them. Tonight: Order in.

&gl WEATHER

-Positive [

-Average [ -So-so [O-Difficult

@ LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

(I Your positive feedback and understanding
mean much more to another than you can imagine. You
grasp more of the essence of this person and see him or
her differently as a result. You’ll be making a decision
soon about a computer or another mode of communica-
tion. Tonight: Celebrate Friday.

@ SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

[ You could dump your piggy bank out trying
to meet everyone’s expectations. Stop! Think about
each person and special ways to please these people.
Not everything has to be material. Consider giving gift
certificates for a back rub, to wash the car or whatev-
er you can conjure up. Tonight: Make a resolution and
stick to it.

@ SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

[mm A new moon and an eclipse in your sign sig-
nal a new beginning, which you will greet in one
month, three months or six months. The whole tale
won’t be told for a while. Avoid snap judgments.
Express your intensity to a loved one. Greet change
positively. Tonight: It’s your call.

@CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
M Slow down and test your ideas on others. You
could act far too quickly and make an error. Even finan-
cially, you could be prone to making a mistake or using
bad judgment. Decide to no longer be a workhorse.
Take your time. Tonight: Do your thing.

“ AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

[m Recognize your limits within a friendship. You
can prod and push, but you cannot force this person to
transform or make needed changes. Adopt a different
attitude, standing back. New beginnings become possi-
ble with this accepting perspective. Tonight: Where the
gang is.

w5/ PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

[m You push hard to accomplish what you want to
work for you. However, you cannot push a parent or a
boss. Accept the status quo and you might be greeted by
a surprise. See everything differently. Open up to new
possibilities through a laissez-faire attitude. Tonight: In
the limelight.

Tonight ... Clear with a low of 42°F. Winds
High—58°F

Tomorrow ... Sunny

Today ... Mostly Cloudy with a high 57°F. Winds from the West Southwest at 12mph.

from the North Northwest at 8mph.
Low—40°F

=4 QUOTE of the DAY

“All I need to make a comedy is a park,
a policeman and a pretty girl.”

— Charlie Chaplin
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EXeN

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press
Hundreds of children lined up in front of the Police Activities League in Santa
Monicato receive Christmas presents from Santa Claus on Thursday. As part of the
league’s ongoing community efforts, PAL's staff bought more than 500 gifts. For
some kids, PAL's gift may be the only one they receive this year. More than 2,000
children are part of the PAL program in Santa Monica, located on Olympic Avenue
and 14th Street.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Councilmen want to hear
what you have to say

COUNCIL, from page 1

a chance.

“Plus you can’t have meetings that run until
3 a.m. and expect your average working per-
son to be able function at work the next day,”
he said. “The Santa Monica City Council has
become a hopeless scenario for any working
person.”

Holbrook also said he sees the same hand-
ful of people at council meetings, leaving the
views of the vast majority of residents in the
dark.

“On many, many issues we end up hearing
from the same four or five people at our meet-
ings,” said Holbrook. “Out of 90,000 people,
we hear from only a few.”

For that reason, Holbrook wants to stir up
residents and make them realize the severity

of city decisions.

“We would love to hear from a couple hun-
dred people to see what they think,” he said.
“We want to find unfamiliar sources, so we’re
asking questions on every thing from cross-
walks to traffic.”

So far the response has been far better than
Katz expected. Though he wouldn’t speculate
on how many responses his group will get, he
said the surveys are flowing in by mail and
fax. Soon the survey will be up on the group’s
web site, as well.

“It’s starting to become a formal organiza-
tion,” said Katz, adding that he recognized the
need for an organized membership and fund-
raising.

Other members of the council were not
immediately available for comment.

Worm droppings to serve
as fertilizer; bug repellent

WORMS, from page 1

one day be used for biological control against
insects.

The first Vermitech machine, developed by
Canadian entrepreneur Al Eggen, was
installed in Toronto Metropolitan City Hall in
1994. Since then, 10 machines have been
installed at schools, universities, military
bases and hospitals in the United States.
SMC’s Vermitech machine is the second one
in California. The first is at the Jewish
Academy in San Diego.

Corpus said it’s still a work in progress and
isn’t sure how hungry the worms, imported
from Utah, will be.

“How much can move through it? I don’t

know,” said Corpus, adding the first harvest
will be in January and the machine’s impact
will be felt further down the road. “It’s not
what it looks like today, but talk to me in 25

years.” . )
The worms will eat anything except metal,

glass, plastic, rubber and Styrofoam, said Bill
Selby, coordinator of the college’s Center for
Environmental and Urban Studies.

The worms typically reproduce in about a
month and can double their population every
three months. But they will not over-repro-
duce and overrun the campus, promised
Simply Worms owner Chris Wilson.

Corpus said the worms seem satisfied with
their three weekly feedings.

“The worms are happy,” he said.

Christmas art on display

By Daily Press staff

Selections from the Peter Norton Family Christmas projects are currently
on display until Jan. 4, 2002, at the Main Library, second floor lobby area,
1343 Sixth Street.

Retired computer entrepreneur, Peter Norton, is a contemporary art col-
lector, as well as an active participant in civic and philanthropic affairs. The
Norton Family Foundation is located in Santa Monica. In 1988, he and his
wife Eileen began commissioning artists to do original, multiple edition
works that are mailed as holiday greetings to their friends and colleagues.
Santa Monica community activist and art collector, Doris Sosin, donated the
Norton Christmas Projects on exhibit to the library so that these unique art
editions could be seen in a public space.

The Norton Family Christmas projects on view are by artists known
locally and internationally, including Lawrence Weiner, Luciano Perna,
Lorna Simpson, Pae White and Brian Eno, and Takashi Murakami. For more
information, call (310) 458-8600.

Sweetness delivered by cops and firemen

By Daily Press staff

Santa Claus is coming to town and Santa Monica’s firefighters and police
officers are helping on his way. Santa and his public safety helpers will be
distributing good cheer and thousands of candy canes as part of the 10th
annual “Candy Cane Drive” on Sunday, Dec. 16. Santa’s scheduled stops are:

10 a.m.-10:30 a.m. Marine Park- Marine Street and 17th Street

11a.m. -11:30 a.m. Virginia Park- Virginia Ave and 22nd Street

12 p.m. -12:30 p.m. Clover Park - Ocean Park Boulevard and 25th Street

2 p.m.-2:30 p.m. Douglas Park- California and 25th Street

2:45 p.m.-3:15 p.m. Reed Park - California Avenue and Lincoln Boulevard

Santa Monica children are encouraged to look and listen for the lights and
sirens of the public safety vehicles, while parents are encouraged to bring
their cameras.

Papel picado open to kids

By Daily Press staff

Students in grades 6-8 are invited to an introduction to “papel picado,”
(Mexican paper cutting) at the Main Library, 1343 6th Street, at 4 p.m. on
Tuesday, Dec. 18 or at the Fairview Branch Library, 2102 Ocean Park
Boulevard, (at 21st Street) at 4 p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 20. Participants will
learn this decorative Mexican folk art as well as other holiday paper crafts.
Pre-registration is encouraged. For more information call Catherine Ronan at
the Main Library at (310) 458-8976 or Sylvia Anderele at the Fairview Branch
at (310) 450-0443. These events are free and supported by the U.S. Institute of
Museum and Library services under the provisions of the Library Services and

Technology Act, administered in California by the state librarian.

LETTERS

Confused on freedoms
Editor:

I wish to voice my opinion in your
paper of general circulation about a
notice that was “sent” by e-mail to
subscribers of the city’s “WIN” pro-
gram on the web. My concerns are
voiced because | am confused by the
inconsistencies that exist when trying
to  understand the  “Staying
Informed/Getting Involved Public
Process in Santa Monica,” a publica-
tion issued by the city manager’s
office, as of October 2001. My confu-
sion is as following:

Privacy issue:

I wanted to have responded to
their (city) suggestion via their e-mail
“normal” channels, but did not
because I was asked to give my
“password” as part of my suggestion.
Why? Is this not an invasion of priva-
cy or a defeat of the reason why a
password was created? 1 assume that
the city attorney’s office has suggest-
ed that all e-mails must be “specific
and direct,” and therefore a password
would appear to be a logical require-
ment in corresponding with the pro-
tector’s of our civil liberties.

Freedom of religion:

In the “Hot Topics” article one
talks about the candy cane distribu-
tion by the police and firemen, in the
little red trucks. (Remember Kelly
Olsen who received undeserved
“heat” from the city council when he
suggested to buy new red trucks for
the city). First, why don’t you also
have a “Blue & White car race across
the screen — I want equal time for
Jim Butts and company. Secondly, in
the name of being politically correct,
some years ago the city made the
holidays “neutral,” or gave them a
“vasectomy.” Therefore, is the rea-
son why the heroes of Santa Monica
can’t give out Hanukah gelt, when
giving out candy canes. Would that
be a bribe, or are the dentists con-
cerned that chocolate is less likely to
cause cavities and reduce the need
for their services to help the mayor’s
economy push.

Happy holidays from Mr.
Flashlight turned Mr. Scrooge.

Thomas D. Carter
Santa Monica
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INTERNATIONAL NATIONAL

BY DAVID CRARY
AP National Writer

Watching a smiling Osama bin Laden assess the Sept.
11 terror attacks, a man who was in the World Trade
Center that day said he wanted to smash his TV screen.
Said a Marine who also watched bin Laden, “He needs to
be taken out.”

For many other Americans, seeing the tape Thursday
confirmed their already solid belief in bin Laden’s guilt
and hatefulness.

Some American Muslims worried that release of the
videotape, showing bin Laden and top aides cheerfully
discussing the attack’s outcome, would provoke a new
wave of harassment and vandalism against them, while
the father of a Sept. 11 victim wished it had never been
made public.

“Whenever I saw it on television I changed the chan-
nel,” said Anthony Gambale, whose daughter, Giovanna,
was killed at the World Trade Center.

“It should be filed away and let the government and
the CIA take care of it,” Gambale said. “Let everybody
rest in peace. Let us get on with our lives.”

Mark Finelli, an investment banker who was on the
61st floor of one of the twin towers on Sept. 11, wasn’t
surprised by what he saw. Nonetheless, the 25-year-old
from Tucson, Ariz., felt “very violent and enraged. ... |
just wanted to punch the screen.”

“I’'m a very strong supporter of capital punishment,
but in this case, with someone who wants to die, I’'m very
much in favor of letting him rot.”

In San Diego, Marine Lance Cpl. Tate Parmer said he
and his colleagues had never doubted bin Laden was
responsible for the attacks.

“I figured it was him all along,” said Parmer, 30, of
Salt Lake City, a military policeman at Marine Corps Air

Station Miramar. “He’s an evil man. He definitely needs
to be taken out.”

In New York City, scores of people gathered on the [3

sidewalk in Times Square to watch the tape.

“I can’t believe they’re actually praising their god for |
said David Castellano, 27, a computer technician |

this,”
from Brooklyn. “They seem overjoyed by the fact that it
was a worse tragedy than they anticipated.”

Tad Heitmann, a public relations executive from
Laguna Beach, Calif., watched bin Laden on a TV in a
Philadelphia hotel lobby.

“If that translation is correct, he’s our man, definitely,”
Heitmann said. “This must be very painful for people
who lost loved ones.”

Sarah Eltantawi, communications director for the
Washington-based Muslim Public Affairs Council, said
the council shared the view that bin Laden masterminded
the attacks. But she worried the video would stir up anti-
Muslim sentiment among some Americans.

“The harassment has calmed down since the immedi-
ate aftermath of the attacks,” she said. “But whenever
there is a new alert, we see a jump in hate crimes. We
worry about the releases of tapes like this.”

In Dearborn, Mich., home to an estimated 20,000
Arab-Americans, Lebanese-born Lamia Hazimy, 32,
struggled to understand the conversation on the tape, but
said it proved bin Laden’s guilt.

“I don’t know much about bin Laden, but I know I do
not like him,” she said.

Imad Hamad, director of the Dearborn regional office
of the American Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee,
said the U.S. government translation on the tape seemed

accurate. ) )
“It’s clear in the tape that he had the prior knowledge,”

Hamad said of Bin Laden. “And he was happy about it.

Associated Press

New York City firefighters, Lt. Tom Woods, left, Bob
Bryan, center, and Battalion 8 Chief Bill Vanwart,
right, watch the Pentagon-released Osama bin
Laden tape on television Thursday. The midtown
Manhattan fire station, home to Battalion 8, Ladder
2,and Engine 8, lost 10 members in the Sept. 11 ter-
rorist attack on the World Trade Center.

This is insane.”

In Indianapolis, firefighters at Station No. 13 said the
tape reinforced their feelings on to deal with bin Laden.

“He’s just admitting to it and boasting,” said Matt
Hahn, 30. “What we’re all looking for now is a swift,
stern, exact punishment.”

Lt. Scott McCarty, a firefighter for 19 years, was a
member of an Indiana task force that helped in the recov-
ery effort at the World Trade Center.

“We had a lot of good friends that we lost in New
York,” said McCarty. “It doesn’t matter what he said. It
doesn’t bring those people back.”

bin Laden video empowers U.S. allies to seek justice

BY THOMAS WAGNER

Associated Press Writer

LONDON — America’s key allies in
the war on terrorism said Thursday the
newly released Osama bin Laden videotape
justifies the military campaign in
Afghanistan to root out those responsible
for the Sept. 11 suicide attacks.

However, in the Mideast, many Arabs
said the scratchy video doesn’t provide evi-
dence of bin Laden’s guilt and may even
have been fabricated.

“By boasting about his involvement in
the evil attacks, bin Laden confirms his
guilt,” said British Foreign Secretary Jack
Straw. “This totally vindicates the action
that we, the U.S. and the international coali-
tion have taken in Afghanistan.”

Straw said the video provided “chilling
evidence of his complete disregard for
human life.”

Despite the poor quality of the video, the
British government said it had no doubt it
was genuine. It had been subjected to
numerous tests by U.S. scientists who com-
pared bin Laden’s voice and image to those
in previous tapes, Downing Street said.

“This totally vindicates
the action that we, the
U.S. and the international
coalition have taken
in Afghanistan”

— JACK STRAW
British Foreign Secretary

“The matches in every case were identi-
cal. So, we have no doubt at all about the
authenticity of the tape,” Prime Minister
Tony Blair’s office said.

In Pakistan, the chief government
spokesman, Gen. Rashid Quereshi, said the
sight of bin Laden praising the suicide
attacks and saying the destruction exceeded
his estimates proved that Islamabad had
made the “the right decision” in supporting
Washington.

Before U.S. and British forces drove
Afghanistan’s Taliban government out of
power, Pakistan had strongly supported the
Islamic regime, which allowed bin Laden, a
Saudi exile, and his al-Qaida network to
train terrorists in the South Asian country.

But once U.S. forces and Afghanistan’s
northern alliance began fighting the Taliban
after the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks in New
York and Washington, Pakistan’s military
government joined the campaign, playing
key support roles.

Elsewhere, the governments of Canada
and Israel also praised the release of the
video, with Raanan Gissin, an adviser to
Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon, con-
demning bin Laden for laughing and rejoic-
ing over the deadly deeds.

For Samir Rantisi, a senior adviser of
Palestinian Ministry of Information, the
tape proved that bin Laden and al-Qaida
were solely responsible, ending reckless
speculation that Palestinians had been
involved.

In the videotape, released by the
Pentagon on Thursday and shown on TV
around the world, bin Laden said he had
been “the most optimistic of them all” in

calculating how burning jet fuel from the
two hijacked jetliners would damage World
Trade Center. Thousands of people died
when the twin towers were destroyed. Bin
Laden also called the hijackings a martyr-
dom operation that “benefited Islam great-
ly.”

It was not immediately possible to gauge
public reaction to the video in the heavily
damaged Afghan capital of Kabul, where a
nightly curfew was in force and most peo-
ple don’t have access to satellite TV.

In the Mideast, however, some viewers
said the video did not convince them of bin
Laden’s involvement in the terrorist
attacks. The sound quality on the tape was
so poor that even native Arabic speakers
had to rely on the U.S.-provided transla-
tions, undercutting its impact in the Arab
world.

“Of course it is fabricated,” said Dia’a
Rashwan, a Cairo-based expert on Islamic
movements, as he watched the tape on the
Qatari satellite channel Al-Jazeera.

“If this is the kind of evidence that
America has, then the blood of thousands
who died and were injured in Afghanistan
is on (President) Bush’s head,” he said.

Troops to do ‘whatever needed to be done’ in al-Qaida

BY ROBERT BURNS
AP Military Writer

WASHINGTON — The United States has sent more
special operations forces into the Tora Bora region of
eastern Afghanistan, where they could engage in direct
combat with al-Qaida fighters who may be protecting
Osama bin Laden, defense officials said Thursday.

Intense bombing and advances by U.S. commandos
and anti-Taliban rebels have reduced substantially the
area in which bin Laden and his forces can operate safe-
ly within the cave-dotted mountains near Tora Bora, U.S.
officials said, speaking on the condition of anonymity.

Officials believe bin Laden is in the Tora Bora region,

but admit he may be elsewhere in Afghanistan.

Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld said there has
been “something above a modest increase” in the number
of special operations troops in the vicinity of Tora Bora,
an area riddled with fortified caves.

The special operations forces are acting as spotters for
U.S. planes strafing and bombing al-Qaida positions
while Afghan tribal forces advance in a snowy mountain
canyon. Rumsfeld said U.S. troops are now doing more
than acting as advisers to the Afghan forces, but he
offered no details.

To effectively call in airstrikes against al-Qaida forces,
the U.S. troops must position themselves close to the bat-
tlefront. Thus they could become engaged in direct com-

bat, as some did earlier in the war during battles for con-
trol of the city of Mazar-e-Sharif.

Other U.S. officials, speaking on condition of
anonymity, said the few dozen U.S. troops in the Tora
Bora area are prepared to engage in direct combat if nec-
essary and to take possession of senior al-Qaida leaders.
These officials said it was not clear Thursday whether the
U.S. troops had engaged in direct combat in the Tora
Bora region.

Rumsfeld said those troops would do “whatever need-
ed to be done to get their hands on” al-Qaida fighters.

The defense secretary said some bin Laden loyalists in
Afghanistan already have escaped to other countries to
regroup and probably rearm.
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NVEWS OF THE WEIRD

NO ARTIFICIAL FLAVORS, COLORS OR
PRESERVATIVES ADDED. NEVER
PROCESSED, PICKED FRESH DAILY.
100% ORGANIC NEWS ...

by Chuck Shepard

Keeping nudity in the family

* Naturists Robert and Christine Morton finally achieved closure in October in their longstanding
quest to be able to bring their three kids to the clothing-optional Hippie Hollow park, near Austin,
Texas, when the U.S. Supreme Court rejected their appeal challenging the park's anti-nudity rule for
children. The state and county agencies that run the park, which is open to everyone (including, pre-
sumably, well-behaved voyeurs and pedophiles), had ruled that nude children were especially vulnera-
ble, but the Mortons, oblivious of the danger, had insisted on frolicking nude as a family.

* In August in Bartlesville, Okla., Douglas Dean Bryant Sr., 39, and Douglas Dean Bryant Jr., 19,
were charged with rape in separate incidents; Dad's alleged victim was a year younger, at age 14, than
the son's. And in August in Tylertown, Miss., David Earl King, 66, and his son, Nathan Paul King, were
convicted of sexually molesting the same 14-year-old boy and received prison sentences of 36 years
and 18 years, respectively.

Santa Wonica Daily Dress
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CLASSIFIEDS

Employment

FLORAL DESIGNER needed
for flower shop in Century City.
Please call (310)785-0669

GENERAL OFFICE Assistant
for busy Marina Del Rey travel
office. Microsoft Word, Excel.
Contact: Billy (310)823-7979

24’ |ISLANDER ‘66: 6hp Evin-
rude, 6-gal metal tank, radio,

SM $1400 Lg 2 bdrm 1 ba,
hrdwd fl, lots of closets, stove,

galley, sleeps 4 $1990 obo prkg, Idry rm Quiet area
(310)645-3104 (310)396-1644

27BAYLINER  BUCCANEER SM: 3 bdrm live/work pent-
Great live-aboard, very spa- house apt. Amenities include

cious, aft cabin MUST SELL!
$5950 obo. (310)417-4141

HAIR STYLIST, ESTHETICIAN
& RECEPTIONIST wanted for
Campus Cuts salon at UCLA. 2
positions open. Stylist Minimun
2 years experience. (310)206-
4770

MANICURIST FOR Busy Santa
Monica Salon. Full-time, com-
mission or rented. Open 9am-
8pm. (310)450-8669

RECEPTIONIST FOR busy up-

scale Brentwood Salon. Full-
time, Tues. - Sat. Position
starts January 1  2002.

(310)471-5555

RETAIL SALES for S.M. chil-
dren’s clothing manufacturer
outlet store. Day hours, P/T or
F/T including Saturdays. Great
benefits, medical, dental &
401K  Fax resume 310-829-
1485 or call (310)453-3527 ext.
206

REWARDING  SALES CA-
REER. Int'l firm with 16 years
success track record seeks ex-
perienced business person M/F
to sponsor & coach clients on
maximizing & protecting wealth.
Comprehensive training & sup-
port. Call Mr. Kenedy
(800)600-5149

Santa Monica Daily Press is hir-
ing experienced journalists.
Daily newspaper experience
preferred.  Applicants should
have a flare for hard news.
Send resumes to Carolyn Sack-
ariason at P.O. Box 1380 Santa
Monica, CA 90406-1380

WEB DESIGNER, P/T or con-
tract needed at the Santa Moni-

ca Daily Press. Resume to
ross@smdp.com
For Sale

ADULT 3 wheel bicycle. One
year old and had been ridden
12-15 hours. (310)450-2395

SONY VAIO R505JSlaptop.
850 MHz, 30G, CDRW/DVD,
256 MB RAM, 10/100, Windows
XP, 12.1” Active Matrix screen.
Super thin, super light and su-
per fast! $2000 (orig. $2496).
Chris (310)821-5611

Boats

20" CAL: Good condition. Com-
pletely stock. Xtra Geona sail.
Motor. Incl. cust. trailer. $1900
(310)391-4051

P.O. Box 1380

- ALBANIA -

If Albanian is your native
tongue and you have time to
teach two elderly people a little
of that language, Please call
(310)450-2395.

27" CATALINA, Immac liva-
boad/Cruiser. Many xtras.
MdR slip. $6900 obo (310)892-
4616

LADERA HEIGHTS: Single
4820 Slauson Ave. #1 Stove,
carpet, blinds, laundry, parking,
no pets. $500 & up Call 323-
298-0221

MAR VISTA: Single 12746 Pa-
cific Ave. #4 Stove, frig, D/W,
AIC, carpet, blinds, laundry, in-
tercom-entry, parking, no pets.
$700 Call 310-578-7512

MDR LUXURY Silver Strand
Ocean view, Lrg 2bdr, 2ba.
Frplc D/W, pool, A/C, tennis,
sauna, spa, sec, nr bch. $2300.
(310)306-0363

OFFICE SUBLET; 1, 2, or 3 of-
fices available. Great location
in Santa Monica starting @
$450.00/month. available imm-
ed. Steve (310)392-6100

PDR MANITOBA West 2bdr +
loft Condo. New crpt/paint.
Pool, spa, hot tub tennis, pad-
dle tennis, gym. Available now.
$1700mo Agt Sheila: (310)338-
1311

PDR: LUXURY Condo 2bd/2ba,
frplc, 2 balc, pools, jacuzzi, sau-
na, W/D in unit, racquet ball
courts, security parking, exer-
cise room, all appliances, 1

year lease $1750 (310)871-
7812
S.M.: 2+1, 3 blocks to beach.

Huge balcony, parkay floors,
Indry, prkg. Ocean view. $2100.
(310)399-1273

SM $1800 2+2. Approxi-
mately 1100s.f. 2 car enclosed
gar. No. of Wilshire Bl. Walk to
Montana Shops. 2020 Wash-
ington Ave. Call: (310)395-1880

SM $1395 Spacious 2 Bdrm 1
Ba with prkg. New carpet. 501
Raymond Ave. (310)573-7452

Santa Monica, CA 90406-1380

Phone: 310-458-7737
FAX: 310-576-9913

)
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$14.80 per column
inch for display ads.
$5.00 per day for
the first 10 words.
50¢ per word for
each additional word.

phone answering, reception,
state of the art conference
rooms & facilities, high-speed
(T1) Internet and wired comput-
er ports. Modern full kitchens &
baths. Two large terraces
w/ocean view. $3,000. For info
& appointmt: (310)-526-0315.
Weekends (310)-890-0310.

STUDIO SPACE FOR LEASE
avail 1500sf Santa Monica. AM,
Eves, Sun, for classes, work-
shops, meetings. E. Pico, Am-
ple Parking. Karen 310-396-
5990

VENICE BEACH Lrg 1+1 apt.
Enclosed patio, 1/2 block to
beach. N/p w/stv & refrig $1250
(310)641-1149

VENICE: ON BOARDWALK
Sec. building. Clean 1bd/loft
bdrm+1.2 level balcony.
w/vu.frig, stv., D/W, Indry, gtd,
prkg. $1850. (310)823-6349

CHILD & ELDERLY CARE: Ex-
perienced Mature, female, veg-
etarian available immeadiately
for caregiving. XlInt references.
Call Omanasa (310)314-8248

W. LA 2464 Barrington 3bdr,
3ba Lrg rooms, all appliances
included. Fireplace, marble
countertops, in unit W/D. Gated
parking elevator, intercom en-
try. $2195. OPEN DAILY. Mgr.
Call: (310)390-9401

W. LA: 2464 Barrington Ave.
4bd/4ba  Very Lrg unit, spa-
cious closets, marble counters,
stove, refrig, d/w, nu paint, frplc,
gtd prkg intercom entry, eleva-

tor. W/D in unit. Open daily.
$2695. Mgr. Call: (310)390-
9401

W. LOS ANGELES: 1+1 2471
Sawtelle Blvd. #103  Stove,
D/W, A/C, fireplace, blinds, car-
pet, laundry, intercom-entry,
gated parking, cat ok. $1050
Call 310-578-7512

VENICE BEACH Rental - 1
bedroom completely furnished.
2 parking spaces. Long
term/short term. 112 Dudley
Ave. $2100 (323)936-5203

VENICE BEACH Rental prkg,
n/s n/p from $1550 all amenet-

ies  Available now. Short
term/long term 112 Dudley
Ave. (323)936-5203

VENICE HOUSE for rent

$1975. 3+1 Approx. 1000s.f.
Hrdwd & carpets. Remodeled
kitchen, pvt. garden. Very
clean. New appliances, inside
WI/D. 2477 Walnut Ave.

Call: (310)395-1880

VENICE: $1350 1Bdr + 1Ba
Hdwd floors. W/D in unit. 1128
6th Ave. No pets. (310)399-
7235

VENICE: $995, 1Bdrm & Sin-
gle $850. Stove, refrig, carpet,
laundry, utilities included, park-
ing, no pets. 501 N. Venice
Blvd. Call 9am to 7pm JKW
Properties 310-574-6767

VENICE: 2bdrm+2bath, park-
ing,1 block from beach, mini
bar, $1700 + sec. dep.
(310)305-9659

VENICE: DUPLEX 2+1 WI/D,
appliances, hardwood floors
$1700 2 blocks to Abbot Kin-
ney. N/P 627 San Juan Ave.
(310)399-7235

VENICE: Lrg 1+1 wigrt lite.
Huge closet, stove, W/D on site.
Off the canals. $1325
(310)305-8109

VENICE: 3+2, Lrg, sunny up-
per unit, 4 plex. French doors,
balcony, parking. $2100
(310)581-5379

CLASSIFIED AD

Vehicles for sale

96 VOLVO 850 turbo, teal blue
with tan interior 61,000 miles
(310)280-0840

Announcements

FLAP HAPPY KIDS!
100% cotton children’s wear
OUTLET STORE would like to
invite you to our
GET-YOUR-CHRISTMAS-
BARGAINS-BEFORE-THE-
HOLIDAY-SALE!

Wed. Dec. 12th through
Sat. Dec. 15th
2330 Michigan Ave., Santa
Monica (Just east of Cloverfield
& north of the 10 freeway)
Tel 310-453-3527
We carry Flap Happy & other
brand name closeouts and
irregulars at 10%-80% off
regular retail!

OPEN MON-SAT 10am to 5pm

*Note: We'll be closed Mon. Dec. 10th &
Sat. Dec 22 through Tues. Jan 1

Services

AT YOUR SERVICE!
Professional Personal Assis-
tant. Strong office skills. Great
references, reliable transporta-
tion. (310)452-4310

BUSINESS WRITER/MEDIA re-
lations specialist: offers 16
years experience in public rela-
tions and investor relations
available for short and long-ter
m assignments. Call Jane to-
day to implement strategy for
improved media coverage and
increased customer/investor in-
terest (310)452-4310

CHILD CARE: Mature, intelli-
gent, kind & compassionate.
Former nursery school experi-
ence. References available.
Audry Norris (310)854-2053

CHRISTMAS FAMILY POR-
TRAITS at your SM home or
our SM studio. Headshots for
performers. Beautiful samples
at  www.southern-exposure.tv
Great prices (310)260-1255

COMPUTER DOCTOR - Re-
pairs, Tutoring, Web Design,
Patient, Reliable. Russell
(310)709-7595

DESIGN DRAWINGS Interior-
Exterior. Drawings can help
you avoid costly mistakes &
better visualize your remodel
projects. 30 years experience.
References. (310)836-4797

ELDERLY CARE PROVIDER
Living in Santa Monica, immedi-
ately available for full or part
time work. References availa-
ble upon request. Please call
Lita (310)394-3197

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTANT
available to come to your
home/business and help clean-
up, free-up and organize your fi-
nances. Professional services
included; Quicken / Quickbooks
set-up and management, estab-
lishing on-line banking services,
accounting, payroll, employee
benefits and other professional
matters. Flexible weekly /
monthly programs and excellent
references. Please call Roland.
(310)230-2341

FRIENDLY & SKILLED Com-
puter Support Services. Setup,
upgrade, internet connections &
networks. Home or Office,
Westide (310)663-3644. Rea-
sonable Rates.

GARDEN CONSULTANT Mov-
ing? Add thousands of $$$'s to
property value by enhancing
curb appeal. Let me help. Res-
onable rates & references.
Free Estimate. Mary Kay Gor-
don (310)264-0272

KNITTING LESSONS Yarn,
Supplies, Patterns, Finishing &
Design, STICH & ROW, Knitting
Arts Center, 15200 Sunset
Blvd., Suite 111, Pacific Pali-
sades (310)230-9902

PET STOPS WEST Boston's
Finest Daily and Vacation pet
sitting service for over a decade
comes to Santa Monica. Li-
censed, bonded, insured.
(310)264-7193

Santa Wonica Daily ress

INSERTION ORDER FORM

SPANISH TEACHER/TUTOR,
Santa Monica native speaker w/
M.A. from U. of Ml Berlitz
trained. Convers/Grammer, all
levels/ages. Fun.  Lissette
(310)260-1255

TENNIS LESSONS Learn the
game of tennis (effortlessly).
Have fun! Get in shape.
Group/private. Call Now! Intro
lesson free. Certified Instructor
(310)388-3722

The State-Of-The-Art
Videoconferencing Solution
Fixed 30 frames per second
Currently being used by; The
US Navy, Smithsonian Institu-
tion, the Mayors office in San
Diego and New York, The Uni-
fied School District of San Die-
go, Police and Fire Depart-
ments, Warner Brothers, CNN
and Turner Networks. Call to-
day: West Coast Video Phone

(310)392-0799

TUTORING
K-12 academics, K-adult com-
puter, Learning Disabilities Spe-
cialist. Reasonable rates. Wise
Owl Education (310)209-9032

Health/Beauty

FULL LIPS Fast. Forget expen-
sive collagen. Works in mi-
nutes. $38 ordervc.com 310-
312-0662

VIACREME  FOR  women
works! Developed and recom-
mended by gynecologists. Or-
der vc.com. (310)312-0662

MONICA LYNN DEVITO
05/01/56 Please call home im-
meadiatly.  Others with info
email: moniphome@aol.com

got jzﬂi)k in the

trank?

Sell it in tomorrow’s
Daily Press for only
9 buck 2 day!
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310-2458-PRESS (7787)
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Actress Winona Ryder arrested for alleged shoplifting

BY ANTHONY BREZNICAN

AP Entertainment Writer

BEVERLY HILLS — Actress
Winona Ryder has been arrested for ille-
gal drug possession and shoplifting from
a Saks Fifth Avenue boutique, police
said Thursday.

Security guards at the Wilshire
Boulevard store detained the Oscar-
nominated star of “Little Women” and
“The Age of Innocence” about 7 p.m.
Wednesday after discovering her trying
to steal “numerous items of clothing,”
Beverly Hills police Lt. Gary Gilmond
said.

He said the items were worth $4,760
and included hair accessories.

Ryder was booked on felony charges

Her lawyer Mark Geragos denied the
allegations. He said Ryder has a pre-
scription for the painkillers found in her
possession and receipts for the items she
allegedly stole.

“It’s a misunderstanding on the part

Gilmond said store security officers
saw Ryder remove tags from items,
place them in her bag and leave the
store.

The waifish actress was released from
custody about 11:40 p.m. Wednesday

“It's a misunderstanding on the part of the store”

— MARK GERAGOS
Ryder’s attorney

of the store,” he said, adding that Ryder
was merely carrying items between store
departments.

Gilmond said Ryder may have a pre-
scription for the drugs but she was

after posting $20,000 bail.

Mara Buxbaum, Ryder’s publicist,
said the actress had no immediate com-
ment on the arrest.

Ryder, 30, is best known for playing

“Heathers,” “Beetlejuice” and “Reality
Bites.”

Her latest starring role was in last
year’s satanic thriller “Lost Souls,” in
which she played the survivor of a child-
hood exorcism.

Ryder, who has dated actors Matt
Damon and Johnny Depp, has main-
tained a grueling film schedule that she
has blamed for causing occasional men-
tal breakdowns.

She has been hospitalized several
times for exhaustion and has told
reporters she sometimes tried to drown
her anxiety attacks and depression in
alcohol.

The actress’s mental problems have
occasionally hurt her career. She lost a
pivotal role in 1990’s “The Godfather:

of grand theft and possessing pharma-
ceutical drugs without a prescription.

booked because she couldn’t immediate-
ly produce it.

ponderous,
movies such as

“Girl,

melancholy characters in
Interrupted,”

Part III” days before filming began
because of anxiety and exhaustion.

Ex-postal worker splatters animal feces on former colleagues

By the Associated Press

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — A former postal employ-
ee admitted he splattered porcupine feces and worms on
co-workers after he was fired for poor job performance.

James M. Beal pleaded guilty Tuesday in U.S. District
Court to four counts of assaulting or impeding a federal
worker. He faces three to 12 years in prison when he is
sentenced in March.

Beal, 62, told Judge Gordon J. Quist that he was angry

about being fired Oct. 17 as relief postmaster in Empire,
a town about 225 miles northwest of Detroit. The next
day, he returned with two 5-gallon buckets filled with
feces and worms and splattered his former co-workers. He
had gathered the sludge in the woods.

“I let my anger with this sort of overrule my judg-
ments,” Beal told the judge.

Beal’s attorney, Paul Denenfel, told Quist that his
client should receive six months or less in prison because
it was Beal’s first brush with the law.

Quist called Beal’s actions “reprehensible” and
“extraordinarily demeaning,” adding, “People die from
this kind of stuft.”

Though some disc jockeys made fun of the incident,
Assistant U.S. Attorney Mark Courtadehe called it “a
pretty despicable act. It was in their pockets; it was in
their shoes.”

The assault halted local mail delivery for a day. A haz-
ardous-materials team cleaned and repackaged mail that
was hit with a note explaining the damage.

YOUR OPINION MATTERS! send your letters to Santa Monica Daily Press: Attn. Editor

530 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 200 ¢ Santa Monica ¢ 90401 ¢ sack@smdp.com

Help Stop Hunger by Participating
in the Westside Food Bank

HOLIDAY
FOOD DRIVE

5’00

)
t

Drop Off Canned Goods at

Westside Food Bank Santa Monica Chamber
Warehouse of Commerce
1710 22nd St. 501 Colorado Ave. #150
Santa Monica Monday-Friday
Monday-Friday 9am-noon
Tam-1pm lpm-5pm

Your donations will help supply food to 65 social agencies in Santa Monica,
Venice, Culver City, West LA, Inglewood and West Hollywood.

WESTSIDE FOOD BANK

www.westsidefoodbankca.org

\

P.O. BOX 1565, Santa Monica, CA 90406
310) 828-6016 Fax: (310) 828-2646

),

Internet Connections

Starting at
$62.45/mo!

always on,
always _fast

“Since L/A Bridge installed
DSL at my home, | have
found the flexibility
to use the [Internet in
a whole neiw way.”

—Bill Foster,
Apple Computer

each accountincludes:

e 2 static ip addresses>*

e 24/7 Internet connection

e 7 days/week tech support

= 6MB personal web space

- free local dial-up acct

= over 4000 worldwide dial-up
locations for laptop users who
travel. (a metered service).

LABridge
Internet

Sign-up online at LABridge.com or call 310.823.6416




