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NEWS OF
g% THE WEIRD
by Chuck Shepard

Britain’s  Industrial  Christian
Fellowship of religious scholars
complained in September that peo-
ple’s prayers go disproportionately
for teachers and nurses and said it
would distribute a set of prayers for
the underblessed financial sector
under the heading "When did you
last pray for your stockbroker?" And
in November, the Saudi government
set new restrictions on the export of
sand, fearing that increased needs
of its neighbors (in the reconstruc-
tion of Iraq and in Bahrain’s reclama-
tion projects into the Persian Gulf)
will create a shortage.

P2 QUOTE OF
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“At age 50, every
man has the face he

deserves.”
— George Orwell
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Lapping it up

John Wood/Daily Press

A young member of the Police Activities League lays his wish
list on Santa Claus at the annual holiday workshop at the PAL
drop-in center on Olympic Boulevard. Hundreds of children

Retailers rung up
for overcharging

Six businesses plead guilty
following sting operation

BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

SM COURTHOUSE — Six of
nine local retailers accused of
overcharging customers pleaded
guilty here on Wednesday and
Thursday, agreeing to pay nearly
$30,000 in penalties and fines.

Fashion outlets Diesel, Bebe
and Urban Outfitters — all on the
Promenade

Third Street

Carlton Cards in Santa Monica
Place mall, drugstore Walgreens
on Wilshire Boulevard, and the
Coffee Bean on Montana Avenue
all agreed to pay the maximum
penalty and post a 60-day notice
of violation in front of their stores.

The six retailers will pay a col-
lective $28,289.80 in fines and
penalties, according to a sentence
handed down by Santa Monica
Superior Court Judge Bernard
Kamins. Three other retailers, the
Gap and Barnes & Noble — both

See GUILTY, page 4

attended the event, which featured various arts and crafts,
including graham cracker-house building, and snowflake-,
reindeer-, and decoration-making. Santa also gave away new
toys to the tykes, including skateboards, backpacks, jewelry

Steve Averill/Daily Prss
City crews assess the damage from a water main break on
Thursday at Fifth Street and Ocean Park Boulevard.

and football/soccer ball sets.

Hispanic advocacy groups
call for statewide boycott

BY DEBORAH KONG
AP Minority Issues Writer

SAN FRANCISCO — Advo-
cates are asking Hispanics
throughout California to refuse to
go to schools, work or stores
today in response to the repeal of
a law that would have allowed
undocumented immigrants to get
driver's licenses.

“Latino and immigrant commu-
nities don't have to roll over,” said
Edward Headington, a spokesman
for the Mexican American Political

Association, one of two groups
organizing the protest. “There is
strength in numbers.”

At 11.9 million, Hispanics make
up about a third of the state's popu-
lation. California, home to the
nation's largest Hispanic communi-
ty, has been the scene of a series of
divisive battles over immigration.

Headington said he did not
know how many people would par-
ticipate in Friday's general strike,
but acknowledged its effect would

See BOYCOTT, page 4

Easton Gym i

| Easton Gym - Santa Monica
1233 Third Street Promenade

Santa Monica, CA 90401

i 310 395 4441

our neighborhood gym.
COMPLETE FITNESS FAGILITY = FREE PARKING

i+ CREPES + COFFEE + SOUPS + SALADS +
¢ 213/Arizona'Ave, Off The 3rd Street Promenade Tel: (310):395-1120

Water main break

forces street closure

By Daily Press staff

OCEAN PARK — An 80-
year-old water main broke
Thursday at Fifth Street and
Ocean Park Boulevard, leaving a
dozen homes without water for
about eight hours, a city official
said. The road is expected to
remain closed until this afternoon.

The water main, constructed in
1925, burst before noon, splitting
open the pavement above the cast-
iron pipe. The pressure from the
water forced the asphalt to break,
leaving a hole about 20 feet by 20
feet.

Ocean Park Boulevard between
Fourth and Sixth streets will be
closed while crews patch the area.

The pipe was re-lined in 1965
and it’s unknown what caused it to
break, said Gil Borboa, the city’s
utilities manager.

Ocean Park Boulevard has been
the site of a lot of road repair over
the past year. When a 1,000-foot-
long stretch of roadway collapsed
in January, it took two months and
$1 million to repair the street. The
sinkhole at the intersection of
Ocean Park Boulevard and Euclid

See WATER MAIN, page 4
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BOB GABRIEL INSURANCE

Providing Professional & Personalized Service Since 1936

m Auto Experts m Life, Disability & Pension

= Homeowners m Commercial & Business

m Workers Compensation m Group & Individual Health

Representing “A” rated companies
r including MERCURY INSURANCE

California survey shows Mercury Insurance Auto
rates to be the most competetive in this area.

Phone Quotes Available

We encourage you to visit the Santa
Monica Historical Society Museum —
The Archives of Santa Monica.
1539 Euclid (310) 395-2290

310.829.0305

2325 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica

HOROSCOPE
Get a good night’s sleep, Leo

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:

%% %k k-Dynamic %k %-Positive *k*-Average
*%-So-so *-Difficult

. HAPPY BIRTHDAY for Friday, December 12, 2003:

You have unusual charisma, and others cannot help but respond to you. In the professional and/or
public realm, you could win an election you’re so popular — if you were so inclined. With everything
going for you, you have the ability to surge ahead professionally. You get the type of acknowledgment
you want, be it a promotion or a pay raise. By fall 2004, your popularity floods into your social life.
If single, you will certainly meet your share of mates or potential sweeties. Your circle of friends will
expand. If attached, share more of your successes with your loved one. You become quite a team. Love
flourishes in fall 2004. CANCER understands you.

-

OARD SHOP

BURF « BNOW =« BEEKATE

snowboards

swimwear VVelsuits

accessories

whwnay. rockerboardshop.com

12204 Venice Bhd
Mar Vista, CA 90066
{310) 397-8300 TeL
1310) 397-8931 rax

\

([SUNSET GRILL

A Continental Cafe

Try Our Famous Salad Combination
1 Item Combo: $7.25 < 2 Item Combo: $8.75 ¢ 3 Item Combo: $9.75

Served on a Bed of Mixed Greens and Your Choice of These Items:
Chicken © Cheese Tortelini & Duck Pate ¢ Green Beans w/ Almonds
Chicken Curry < Ratatoule ¢ Penne Pest w/ Crab ¢ Corn Salad
Eggplant w/ Pine Nuts ¢ Pasta w/ Sausage © Tomato w/ Mozzarella
Fava Beans < Corn Salad < Beets < Asparagus < Potato Salad ... and More!

BREAKFAST m LUNCH m DINNER
Open from 7:30am - 9pm m Closed Sundays & Holidays
\1701 Ocean Park Blvd. in Santa Monica = 310—450—7546)

AWARD WINNING
BEER SELECTION

29 Beers on Draught
HAPPY HOUR 4-6PM  Monday thru Friday

$5.99 Burger Monday!!!

Your choice of:

Ahi ¢« Salmon « Boca
Garden ¢ Turkey « Beef

PLAN YOUR NEXT PARTY
ON THE PATIO

Telephone 310.314.4855 « www.libraryalehouse.com

ARIES (March 21-April 19)

*%%% Enthusiasm marks your profes-
sional and personal lives. How you say what you
feel could make a big difference in how a superi-
or, boss or even a mate responds. Be sensitive to
those around you. Plunge into work, as you will
get a lot done quickly. Tonight: Get physical.

Fiﬂ. TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

it BB 55k k% % Reach out for a child, loved one
or friend who might have been playing it rather
low-key. Your way of verbalizing has much to do
with the positive response you get. Start dis-
cussing a trip in the near future. Tonight: Away
you go.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

%% % A key partner might be overly enthu-
siastic about how to spend your money. You
might want to say “no,” but somehow, someway,
this person manipulates you into taking a strong
action. Establish stronger boundaries. Tonight:
Your treat.

= CANCER (June 21-July 22)

btd ok kkk You're upbeat but nearly rigid
that you have things your way. Consider more
carefully your options that surround a loved one.
A conversation doesn’t have to spill the beans, but
you might be able to pick up a clue about the right
gift for this person. Tonight: As you like it. You
won’t tolerate anything else.

£ LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

.4 %% What you might want to do or buy
for someone close just might not suit this person.
Know that everything doesn’t have to happen
yesterday. An easy, observing approach will take
you in a new direction, if you’re willing. Tonight:
Get a good night’s sleep.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

"B %% % %% Take charge, as you are the most
likely to get what you want and need. You have a
special way of telling others what you expect.
Associates respond, as well as your family.
Results revolve around friendship and teamwork.
A child needs extra time. Tonight: Where the
crowds are.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

% %% Your way of approaching family and
others in general draws some very positive
results. Realize that you might need to take the
lead, even if you would prefer not to. Your
instincts guide you down the right path.
Excitement surrounds you. Tonight: Join friends
for a late meal.

ey SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

(9, % % k%% Some simply like you, which is
quite clear in what they say and what they do.
Express your generous and giving side. Return
calls. Your bright and happy manner could turn
another’s day around. Add more caring to your
daily life. Tonight: Try a new restaurant.

1 SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22- Dec. 21)

RMLT kkkkk Others praise your work and
your abilities. You might see this approval in the
form of a bonus or a pay raise. Work with people
individually, and you will gain as a result. Others
appreciate your undivided attention. Tonight:
Togetherness is the theme.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

& %%k Your ability to relate to others
comes out. Your understanding, which to many
appears as wisdom, gives you a gentleness or
wholeness that others delight in. Sort through the
many invitations. Everyone wants the Goat!
Tonight: Out.

1'!}1" AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

Pl k k%% Realize when you have had
enough of a situation and say “no.” How you say
no might make all the difference in the reception.
A partner proves most instrumental as he or she
explains what is on his or her mind. Tonight: Off
to the gym.

!"I PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

4 k%% ** Be careful about mixing busi-
ness and pleasure. You might understand this fine
line, but another might not. You find that others
appreciate your efforts. Be as clear as possible
with a special loved one. This person needs your
attention. Tonight: Play as if the weekend was
beginning.
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COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Not too late to keep the flu at bay

By Daily Press staff

While hundreds of Santa Monicans received their flu shots last week, it’s not too
late to get one.

The Santa Monica Red Cross, in cooperation with the Los Angeles County Health
Department, held its annual free flu clinic at the chapter headquarters last week.
More than 250 senior citizens and others in high-risk categories took advantage of
the shots. The recent deaths in Colorado attributed to this year’s flu season have
increased the public interest in getting the life-saving immunizations.

Residents who have not yet received a flu shot can still contact the LA County
department of health services at 1 (800) 927-8700.

Each year, more than 36,000 deaths are attributed to the flu, mostly affecting sen-
iors and children. The peak flu season is usually from January to March, but health
officials are concerned that the Colorado deaths may indicate the season has started
early this year. The first reported flu case in Los Angeles was in mid-October. This
year’s vaccine protects individuals against three types of flu strain — “A-Moscow,”
“A-Caledonian” and “B-Hong Kong.” “A-Panama” is similar to the “A-Moscow”
strain and is, therefore, covered by the current vaccine.

Buy a tree and help someone get sober

By Daily Press staff

A Christmas tree fundraising lot run by the Delancey Street Foundation has been
closed, but two other local lots remain open for business this holiday season.

The tree lot at Pico and Cloverfield boulevards has closed after operating during
several holiday seasons, but the non-profit organization will continue to use their
lots at the corner of Abbott Kinney and Venice Boulevard in Venice and at Pacific
and Main streets in Santa Monica.

Delancey is considered the nation’s leading self-help, residential education cen-
ter for former substance abusers and ex-convicts, officials say. For 32 years,
Delancey Street has developed and refined a model residential educational facility
to turn around the lives of the long-term substance abusers and felons.

Delancey Street provides academic and vocational skills, instruction on positive
attitudes and values, and access to job opportunities that residents need to re-enter
society and live legitimately, productively and successfully. All food, clothing, shel-
ter, education, vocational training, emotional help and recreation are provided at no
cost to the residents or taxpayers.

One of the most unique features of Delancey Street, officials say, is that they have
never accepted any government funds. Instead, they generate most of their income
from training school businesses, which serve to teach residents marketable skills and
form donations, and help from businesses and friends.

Delancey Street’s population has almost 2,000 residents in five locations, with
facilities in New Mexico, North Carolina, New York and Los Angeles. The Los
Angeles facility currently has about 300 residents.

s

Look for a fading WNW wind and ground swell mix today.
Many spots with decent WNW exposure see rather disorganized but TOday the
good-sized surf. Winds will be lighter but still look to be o
onshore/NW for most of the day. Watef ’s'

OUTLOOK: On Saturday, new long-period NW swell will be on (/]
the rise through the afternoon and into Sunday. Unfortunately, most
spots miss it.

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf is doing s”""-se_" 5_"59 a.m.
today at your local break. Sunset: 4:53 p.m.

LOW TIDE HIGH TIDE

Morning  Height ~ Evening  Height Morning  Height Evening Height
SATURDAY 12:53 19 219 -01 713 59 836 37
SUNDAY 119 21 250 -0.3 738 6.0 915 37
MONDAY 1:45 23 323 -04 803 6.0 955 36
TUESDAY 211 24 357 -04 831 6.0 10:36 35
WEDNESDAY ~ 2:38 26 434 04 9:00 59 11:22 34
THURSDAY 307 27 543 -02 932 58 NA  NA
FRIDAY 340 29 556 -0.1 1215 34 (10:07) 55

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

2t Bt I

% N Open
1/3 Ib. ' : \ :
Avocado KUA Al HA_ ) Iila!y rrf}rc;(r)n
Burger > iz = 10. !
58 tax Included “Stiest Hawaiian SandW p.m.
VR e 119 Broadway, Santa Monica
310.394.0100

.

Middle schoolers to give off some positive energy

By Daily Press staff

John Adams Middle School’s Science Magnet Students will take to the streets on
Saturday, dressing in red PEAK T-shirts and hats and arming themselves with holi-
day bags of — you guessed it — energy efficient light bulbs.

The students will be going from small business to small business in the Main Street
shopping area, bringing bulbs as gifts to the shop owners, and letting them know about
free energy efficiency tune-ups being made available through the Six Cities Energy
Project.

Each Small Business tune-up is valued at $1,000 in directly installed efficiency
measures and, depending on the business, may be worth $5,000 in savings over
time. And that’s before businesses leverage any of these savings through reinvest-

ments based on the Six Cities Energy Project contractors’ suggestions.

John Adams Middle School has become known as a leader in energy efficiency.
Science and math teachers have involved thousands of students in the PEAK Student
Energy Actions program over five years, and two Adams teachers — Linda Cady and
Joel Post — traveled to Sweden last summer to train nearly 100 Swedish teachers to
implement PEAK activities.

The “Holiday Light-Up” is just the next expansion of the program. Students have
already taken their energy knowledge home and in many cases, PEAK families report
savings of 10-25 percent off their utility bills when they implement “smart energy man-
agement” suggestions. The school itself has been the focus of much attention, from
professional engineers as well as students, and it is now poised for next year’s instal-
lation of a solar panel array. This is the first time, though, that students have ventured
into the business community.

See BRIEFS, page 5

Since 1967
Quality & Valug Hdiways!

Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.
6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

310-399-7892
2732 Main St.

Santa Monica

Celebrate the Holidays
with Friends and

Family at the Parlor!

r
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WE DELIVER!

Throughout Santa Monica

“Voted Best in L.A.”

— America Online Poll

Specializing in Event Catering
Lunch/Office Delivery ¢ Parties

915 Wilshire Bivd. » 310.451.SLICE (7542)
\ 1622 Ocean Park Blvd. » 310.399.4060
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Three retailers continue arraignments until January

GUILTY, from page 1

on the Promenade — and Sears on Colorado Avenue,
continued their arraignments to Jan. 16.

“We take this law very seriously, because it’s one of
the few tools we have to fight this widespread consumer
problem,” said Deputy City Attorney Adam Radinsky,
who prosecuted the charges.

The stores were targeted in an undercover retail sting
conducted last summer by investigators from the LA
County Weights and Measures bureau, a division of the
LA County Department of Agriculture. About $400 will
be paid to the bureau for each of the charges, covering the
costs of the investigation.

Clothier Diesel overcharged investigators the most,
going a full $101.10 over the posted price on a total of
three items. David Peterson, an attorney for Diesel,
called the overcharge a “glitch,” and said it occurred as
the store was installing a new computer-based pricing
system. Josh Burell, general manager of Urban
Outfitters, attributed the $10 overcharge at his store to a
worker not double-checking new sales promotions.

Both said the mistakes are unlikely to occur again.

Cato Fiksdal, commissioner of the Department of
Agriculture, said that during the holiday season, shoppers
need to be extra mindful of the prices they pay, and to
always check their receipts. One reason for overcharges
are mistakes made amid the holiday hustle-and-bustle, a
time when items frequently change prices. Another reason

KEEP YOUR NUMBER.
ANSWER IT FOR FREE.

Trade up to Nextel. Bring your number.

FREE INCOMING CALLING PLAN

400 outgoing cellular minutes

f ",-“'_qf;l:,: Free incoming cellular minutes
i HERTEL || Unlimited Push To Talk™ walkie- talkle minutes
long di
I .b. ! $59 99 per month. Other monthly
charges apply. See below."
f—

| SAVE $50 ON THE NEW i730
Our slimmest full-feature phone

Built-in digital walkie -talkie, Web access

Speakerphone, color screen

| 2410 Wilshire .Blvd. S;nt; II\;Ionica
(310) 453-3541

“We take this law very seriously,

because it’'s one of the few tools

we have to fight this widespread
consumer problem.”

— ADAM RADINSKY
Deputy City Attorney

may be the increased numbers of part-time employees,
who are not as experienced with the money, he added.

Jeff Humphreys, deputy director of the Weights and
Measures bureau, said his team of 14 inspectors regular-
ly patrols all 8,400 LA stores that have scanners. Since
February of 2002, stores have been required to pay a slid-
ing-scale registration fee for scanners.

Of the 6,800 stores inspected thus far, 1,450 over-
charged investigators on at least one item, Humphreys
said, adding that merchants are seven times as likely to
charge more than the posted price for an item than they
are to charge less.

Consumer overcharge ...
Six stores paid nearly 330,000 in fines
Diesel: 3 counts — $9,910.51

Carlton Cards: 2 counts — $4,110.51
Walgreens: 2 counts — $4,057.12

Urban Outfitters: 1 count — $3,722.27

Bebe: 1 count — $2,752.27

Coffee Bean: 1 count —

$3,737.12

Not all Hispanics
support boycott

BOYCOTT, from page 1

Water main erupts

WATER MAIN, from page 1

Street gave way, sinking approximately 15 feet deep. Two
days later, another section of Ocean Park Boulevard —
near the intersection of 11th Street — also collapsed.
Officials believe the sand beneath the street was rapid-
ly eroding when a 12-inch wide high-pressure water main
erupted, releasing about 1.5 million gallons of water

Original

PHILLY STEAK

Exp. 12/31/03

Tel: (310) 434-9668
Fax: (310) 434-9668

before it was ultimately contained.
e

FAST FREE DELIVERY

1551 Ocean Ave.
(at Colorado)
in Santa Monica
Catering Available

RECYCLE NowP

WE PAY THE BEST RATES!

MICHIGAN

CLOVERFIELD

DELAWARE AVE.

Alummum w Plastic w Glass & Bi-Metal & Cardboard
White/Color/Computer Paper wr Copper & Brass w Newspaper

Santa Monica Recycling Center
2411 Delaware Avenue ° (310) 453-9677 y

and Film Industry

v Speedy & professional service
v All work done on the premises
v Special discounts to the trade

UNIVERSAL ART GALLERY

be spotty. Organizers have
distributed at least 350,000
fliers during the past month
urging people to join the
effort, he said.

Some, however, have
expressed reservations about
the protest. Xavier Reyes,
communications and educa-
tion director at the Coalition
for Humane Immigrant
Rights of Los Angeles, said
his group supports the goal
of the strike but is worried
about workers.

“Our concern is the
folks that are going to
leave their jobs and may
not be able to come back
to their jobs. There's basi-
cally no safety net for
those people,” Reyes said.

Reyes said he's unsure
what impact the protest

“Best Framer in Los Angeles”
LA Magazine

Catering to the Interior Design

Your family portraits deserve a professional touch.

Universal Art Gallery ¢ 2001 Lincoln Blvd., Venice ¢ phone: (310) 302-

will have.

“If we had a population
that was totally homoge-
neous, there might be some
significant showing,” he
said. But “we're not one
homogeneous group that's
marching in the same direc-
tion every time.”

The strike, which coin-
cides with the feast day of
the Virgin of Guadalupe,
Mexico's patron saint, will
remind legislators that the
driver's license issue has not
been forgotten, Headington
said.

It's a matter of “respect
and dignity for people who
are  hardworking and
responsible and who need
a license to drive to work,
to drive their kids to
school and to go shop-

ping,” he said.
The driver's license law
was passed by the

Legislature in September
and signed by then-Gov.
Gray Davis, fueling criti-
cism he was pandering to
Hispanic voters. Fulfilling
a major campaign promise
from the recall election,
Gov. Arnold Schwarzen-
egger last week signed a
measure repealing the law,
which would have taken
effect Jan. 1.

PASSENGERS WANTED
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Lnl LOCAL 0STATE
UCLA study suggests allowing non-citizens to cast votes

BY GILLIAN FLACCUS

Associated Press Writer

D.C.,, said cities and school boards in some
states — including Maryland, Illinois and
New York — already allow non-citizens to

would not mandate the vote for non-citi-
zens, but would give local governments
the latitude to allow it if they choose. Any

at UCLA law school.
The study, based on 2000 Census data,
comes days after Gov. Arnold

LOS ANGELES — A UCLA study
released this week says the state constitu-
tion should be amended so California’s
4.6 million non-citizen adults can vote in
local elections.

Nearly one-fifth of the state’s adults are
non-citizens and in 12 cities they form the
majority, according to the study, which
was commissioned by UCLA’s Chicano
Studies Research Center.

The study also found that non-citizens
make up more than one-quarter of the popu-
lation in 85 California cities and that 28 per-
cent of the state’s non-citizens are Hispanic.

“It’s really a harbinger of things to
come and unless we start to address this
issue, we’re going to have a political
apartheid in California,” said Joaquin
Avila, the study’s author and an instructor

Schwarzenegger repealed a law that
would have allowed undocumented immi-
grants to obtain driver’s licenses.
Anti-immigration rights groups reacted
angrily, saying the study undermined the
legal process for naturalization and essen-
tially sanctioned illegal immigration.
“The distinction between citizens and
non-citizens has been seriously eroded
over the past generations and the only dif-
ference left is the ability to vote. That’s
not a trivial thing,” said Mark Krikorian,
executive director of the Center for
Immigration Studies in Washington, D.C.
“A person who isn’t a citizen yet is
essentially shacking up with America. It’s
important to the health of the body politic
that that difference be preserved.”
Avila said the proposed amendment

vote in local elections.

Until the 1920s, nearly half of all local
elections included non-citizens — but an
immigration backlash following World War
IT sharply curtailed the practice, she said.

“There’s a long history of non-citizens
having access to the franchise in local sit-
uations,” she said. “Since then, it’s popped
up in various places at various times.”

constitutional amendment would have to
g0 to voters.

The study also recommends holding
conferences to discuss non-citizens’ vot-
ing status and including non-citizens on
neighborhood councils and other local
community groups.

Audrey Singer, an immigration expert
with the Brookings Institution in Washington,
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Fair lets kids build a menorah, chomp a latka

By Daily Press staff

Children can build their own menorahs at Santa Monica Place on Saturday as part
of an annual arts and crafts fair.

On Dec. 14, from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m., Chabad in Santa Monica will hold its annual
Chanukah Crafts Fair. Children will enjoy creating menorahs using empty bullet
casings. The menorah is a candelabra that is lit during the Jewish holiday of
Chanukah to commemorate the miracle that happened 2,000 years ago. They will
also be making dreidels (spinning tops) out of clay and wood. There also will be a
continuous olive oil pressing demonstration and hot latkas (potato pancakes) will be
handed out to all.

Jewish children used the Dreidel to deceive the Syrian-Greek soldiers into think-
ing that they were playing when indeed they were learning Jewish studies — a for-
bidden act at the time.
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Council flushed 58K down alley, er toilet

Editor:

The Santa Monica city council needed to pay a consultant $58,000 to find out that
the Third Street Promenade smells like a bum urinal (SMDP, Dec. 9, page 1). While
we’re wasting money on consultants, could we get one to explain to the taxpayers
why the City Council has lost touch with reality?

Jeff Bender
Santa Monica

School donation ‘tax’ is divisive

Editor:

I write in opposition to the equity fund policy currently being proposed by
SMMUSD Superintendent John Deasy. The policy calls for mandated entitlement by
the district to a portion of private gifts to public schools, including all contributions
to the PTA.

This policy fails to acknowledge that there are legitimate needs at every school in this
district. The taking of resources from some students for the benefit of others assumes
that some have more than they deserve. An appropriate manner to pursue the stated
goals would promote the creation of additional funds for specific needs of students.

This policy fails to service the proficient and advanced students in the district. The
weighted student formula for the redistribution of funds offers no prize for successful
students and thereby penalizes the successful schools. The implication is that profi-
cient and advanced students are less important to the public school system than are
the struggling students.

The policy, however it is administered, adds overhead and thereby reduces the
amount of available resources. To attempt to promote equity, the policy will require
extensive comparison between schools; of what is currently being funded and how.
Let’s avoid this expensive exercise.

Further, mandated entitlements to donations, are not donations — they are taxes —
and will stimulate changes in the market related to price increases: Loss of customer
support, either to private schools or reduced giving, or both. These changes place

Let’s not underestimate the value of unfettered giving. The inherent elements of
ownership and caring create an environment wherein the sum of the parts is truly
greater than the whole. This has been diligently fostered by PTAs for years.

Ultimately the district must continue to inspire donations, with or without this new
policy. Let’s forgo this divisive gesture.

Deborah Griffin, PTA, co-president
Webster Elementary School
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School Superintendent John Deasy
wants 15 percent of gifts and donations
raised by individual schools to be shared
by all the schools in the district.

Deasy proposes a 15-percent “tax” to
be put in an equity fund which would be
doled out as grants to individual schools
based on a complicated formula utilizing
a number of factors built around school
size and need.

It’s a plan that Karl Marx would have
loved. A school board-appointed and
supervised Robin Hood takes from the
rich and gives to the poor.

The question is why should Edison
School give up 15 percent of the money it
raises at its spring carnival? Should a par-
ent who donates a $1,000 computer to
Franklin School pay the $150 tax, or must
the school come up with $150 before it
accepts the gift?

Despite details that need to be worked
out, I think Deasy is on a slippery slope.
While there’s a need to compensate for

School tax plan, smoking

inequities in the district, this ill-advised
scheme reeks of political over-correctness
and could cost our schools much of the
support and goodwill of their most gener-
ous contributors.

Then there’s the development agree-
ment City Council just voted on to ham-
mer out with representatives of the
Fairmont Miramar Hotel — one of Santa
Monica’s three unionized hotels. Hotel
developers propose to build a 200-room
addition, complete with retail space and
lots of public parking on hotel property at
Ocean Avenue and Wilshire Boulevard.

Although their proposal is vague,
developers would be allowed to skirt
many zoning restrictions, including an
existing 43-foot (three floor) height limit.

The agreement allows city staff and
developers to negotiate the conditions of
the project — while potentially reducing
annoying public input to a few scoping
meetings.

In addition to the new building, close
to 40 units of affordable rental housing
units would be built on another hotel
property east of Second Street.

With the affordable housing carrot dan-
gling in front of City Council’s nose, I'm
predicting that this project, like the new
homeless shelter on Cloverfield Boule-
vard, is a done deal.

ban prime for trash heap

Developers originally proposed a 16-
floor tower, but will likely concede to a
shorter 10-, 12- or 14-floor building. Then
our politicians will brag about how they
mitigated size, density, traffic concerns
and created a magnificent new addition to
downtown — all while saying, “We heard
you.”

B The “What are they smoking?”
award goes to Mayor Richard Bloom and
the rest of City Council, with the excep-
tion of Pam O’Connor, for recently
requesting an ordinance that would extend
Santa Monica’s “no smoking” bans to the
Santa Monica Pier and beach.

I’'m not a smoker, but do you get the
idea that this City Council is becoming
too intrusive in our private lives?

I’m sick and tired of politicians who try
to tell me what’s good for me. Next thing,
they’ll ban smoking in a car if it’s on a
public street or ban smoking within city
limits all together, or maybe ban chewing
gum.

W Last month, the City Council finally
got around to requiring “officially recog-
nized” neighborhood associations to sign
a contract before accepting funding from
the city. Groups must state how city funds
are spent and certify that grants were not
spent on political causes.

According to the Santa Monica Daily
Press (Dec. 17), since 1999, eight “offi-
cially recognized” neighborhood groups
received nearly $60,000 in funds, ranging
from $1,080 to the maximum $4,000.

Earlier this year, the North of Montana
Association and Friends of Sunset Park
got into hot water for allegedly using city
grant monies to campaign against
Proposition A, an initiative that would
have permitted single family homeowners
to decline historical landmark designa-
tions of their homes.

There are other embarrassments. The
Ocean Park Community Organization’s
chair has refused, or is unwilling, to deliv-
er the organization’s financial data to its
members. There are questions about how
other groups spend their monies and
whether these associations really deal
with neighborhood issues or are political
platforms to promote the agendas of those
who control the groups.

The City Council should quit fooling
around and terminate the giveaway. Most
neighborhood groups are irrelevant and
would immediately collapse without city
support. Would anyone would miss ‘em? I
don’t think so.

(Bill Bauer is a longtime Santa Monica
resident and a freelance writer).

Ject to editing for space and content.

Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-
available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the author s name and
telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are sub-
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Jury still out on school gift-sharing plan

This past week, Q-line asked:

“Is it fair that 15 percent of cash donations be distributed
throughout all schools in the district?”

Here are your responses:

(Editor s note: Due to the overwhelm-
ing number of responses to this question,
not all comments received could be print-
ed. We thank you for calling, and if your
response doesn’t appear, we encourage
you to write a letter to the editor).

B “The 15 percent of donations (that
would be distributed) to all schools is the
most ludicrous thing I have ever heard of.
The United Fund is readily available for
even distribution of funds for certain
efforts. This proposal means that the
‘haves’ are supporting the ‘have-nots’
with their own money, as well as their tax
money. The tax money is plenty to take
care of these schools that are not getting
contributions from the parents or sup-
porters in their district. Do not further
burden taxpayers with supporting
schools other than their own.”

B “With the exception of the Santa
Monica School District parcel tax that
charges the less-affluent homeowner the
same amount of tax that the affluent pay,
the affluent, for the most part, pay higher
property taxes than the less-affluent
property owner. As a result, the less-
affluent tax dollars end up with the vari-
ous school districts. If the affluent dona-
tions are distributed throughout the dis-

trict schools, the gifts will drop off dra-
matically. A fact of life is that the affluent
get perks and the less affluent work
towards becoming affluent and get wel-
fare. It has always been that way.”

B “l am an assistant principal at
Lincoln Middle School, the parent of
four kids attending Santa Monica schools
and a long-term member of this commu-
nity. | feel very strongly that it is not only
fair that 15 percent of donations be
shared out among the less-affluent
schools, but I think it is perfectly in keep-
ing with board policy to close the
achievement gap, which I think is a very
laudable, noble and appropriate goal, as
well as a very difficult goal for a school
district to achieve. The notion that the
new proposal could be used for that pur-
pose makes it the right thing to do. I'm
fully in support of the proposal, targeted
at closing the achievement gap between
students achieving at or above grade
level and those who are achieving below
their grade level.”

W “Yes, the proposal is fair. It is the fair
thing to do. We should start acting like a
community and support each other.”

B “I am a former president of the Santa

Monica High School Student Council and
a current resident of Santa Monica. I
would like to say that I am currently in
favor of the 15-percent gift policy and that
nothing is more important in this district
than equity. I hope we vote for it.”

B “T am a parent of two children at
schools in the district. I am in favor of the
proposed policy because I think it instills
the values of looking at the world global-
ly, with generosity. I want my children to
see us acting to support other parts of our
community. I think that is very important.
I also think that more time needs to be
spent realizing that, while at present our
children might be at an affluent elemen-
tary, they ultimately feed through a mid-
dle school to one of two high schools. So
any time that we are contributing will
benefit our children further down the
line. I look at, eventually, strengthening
our high schools in the future.”

B “Our kids are in their last years of
high school, and all along we’ve donated
and the process was simple. No attempt
was ever made to bypass any rules or reg-
ulations — it was simply, ‘If there is a
need, solve it.” Distributing 15 percent of
donations is absurd. Realistically, the
parents who are donating the most, often-
times, are parents who could afford to
send their children to private schools. If a
bureaucracy is created where you micro-
manage gifts, certainly some of those
people are going to bail out and say,
‘Good-bye, Santa Monica school sys-
tem.” It is obvious that these ideas are not
beneficial to kids, and the administration
needs to stop fiddling around with them.”

H “People should be able to contribute
to specific schools. For starters, Malibu

should pay for their own schools, instead
of being subsidized by Santa Monica tax-
payers. That would free up money for
Santa Monica schools, which should be
the primary concern. The affluent Malibu
residents can support their schools with-
out Santa Monica’s help.”

W “As a parent of a school-aged child
living on the south side of Santa Monica,
I whole-heartedly support the distribu-
tion proposal. The south side typically
has and gets less of the school district’s
resources. In fact, I think that the 15 per-
cent does not go far enough in addressing
the inequities.”

B “T think that it is not fair that the
cash be distributed throughout the dis-
trict. I think that if you make a donation,
you should be able to choose the school
which you want to donate to.”

W “I absolutely believe the new dona-
tion distribution proposal is the right
decision. We have extremely rich
resources in our community and I think
that they need to be shared amongst our
students so that we don’t have a red line
for poor schools and rich ones. The
whole community should be able to ben-
efit from the good graces of those who
are able to contribute.”

B “T have a child at an elementary
school in the district and I believe that it
is fair, without question, that 15 percent
of (donations) be distributed throughout
the district. I can’t imagine living in a
community where those kinds of
inequities would be allowed to continue
to exist. I am happy to have the opportu-
nity to see them changed.”

Seize this chance to free yourselves from darkness

In framing a new constitution,
Iragis should embrace the

ideals of America s founding

On Dec. 15, 1791, 212 years ago, the
American Bill of Rights was ratified. Thus
ended a long and difficult process by
which the American people first liberated
themselves from tyranny and then estab-
lished the first government in history
founded on individual rights protected by
a written constitution. Now you, the Iraqi
people, liberated from the despotism of
Saddam Hussein, must assume the daunt-
ing task of framing a constitution, institut-
ing a new government, and rebuilding a
civil society. The challenges that confront
you are formidable.

Modern history teaches that constitu-
tions are easy to write. Over the course of
the last 200 years, almost every nation in
the world, including communist dictator-
ships and Islamic theocracies, has drafted
a constitution. The sad reality, however, is
that few have brought freedom.

The particular difficulties that you face
in establishing a new constitution are awe-
some. If you are to have any chance at cre-
ating a prosperous, just and free Iraqi
future, you must confront and overcome
your own history. This means two things.
First, you must face directly the uncom-
fortable fact that you have no useable tra-
dition of self-government. Yours is a
nation long governed by traditions of fas-
cist-like political rulers, medieval forms
of tribal and ethnic justice, and warring
religions that are hostile to freedom.
Second, you must reject the political anar-

chy of your ethnic chieftains and the reli-
gious tyranny of your Islamic mullahs. In
a free Iraqi society, neither tribe nor
mosque must be able to gain governmen-
tal power.

More important, you must discover and
accept the moral preconditions of a free
society. Iraq’s political, social, and eco-
nomic reconstruction will require an ideo-
logical ~reconstruction. Bad ideas
destroyed your society and only good ones
can save it.

father of our constitution, the great prob-
lem in framing a government that is to be
administered by men over men is this:
“You must first enable the government to
control the governed; and in the next
place, oblige it to control itself.” The
genius of America’s founding fathers was
to have discovered a solution to this
perennial problem — i.e., the idea of a
written constitution as fundamental law.
Men such as John Adams and James
Madison learned through experience that a

Once freed from the
political grip of the twin
evils of ethnic collec-
tivism and religious
oppression, it is impera-
tive that you import and
accept the ideas of the

Guest
Commentary

By Naia Sheffield

written  constitution
must stand above gov-
ernment as a higher law
that creates, defines,
and limits the powers of
government. Politically,
your supreme law must

Western Enlightenment.
Philosophers such as John Locke and
America’s founding statesmen discovered
the moral foundations and the political
institutions necessary to establish a free
and just society. You must begin, as we did
in our revolution, by recognizing the moral
sovereignty of the individual. A free socie-
ty recognizes that each and every man is
capable of rational “self” government in
the fullest sense. You must enshrine as
inalienable the rights of all men and
women to their lives, liberty and property.
Through our revolutionary experience,
we learned that the protection of man’s
individual rights is the only legitimate
function of government. This means that
you must design a government limited to
making and enforcing objective laws of
social conduct. This is no easy task.
According to James Madison, the

be the constitution and
not the Koran or “sharia” law. Otherwise,
your constitution will be little more than a
parchment barrier against the encroach-
ments of power-lusting mullahs.

In order to elevate the rule of law over
the rule of men, America’s founding
statesmen designed a constitutional sys-
tem that curbed power in two important
ways. First, they limited the role of gov-
ernment to making and enforcing laws
that define crimes and punishments objec-
tively, resolve civil disputes between indi-
viduals, and enforce the sanctity of con-
tracts. These functions serve to protect the
rights of the individual from the arbitrary
power of other men. Second, they built
into our constitution several crucial princi-
ples, procedures, and institutions that are
necessary barriers to the concentration and
abuse of political power: e.g., separation

of powers, checks and balances, and fed-
eralism. These mechanisms serve to pro-
tect the rights of the individual from the
arbitrary use of government power.

In addition to these general principles
of constitutional construction, Iraq’s
founding fathers should add a double secu-
rity to the freedom of the Iraqi people by
explicitly identifying and protecting indi-
vidual rights in two crucial areas: Freedom
of thought and freedom of production and
trade. The Iraqi state must be barred from
interfering in the intellectual and moral
lives of its citizens, and it must not attempt
to regulate wealth creation or redistribute
the fruits of a man’s labor. In other words,
there must be a strict separation of mosque
and state, as well as a strict separation
between the economy and the state.

In stark contrast to your Arab and
Persian neighbors, you have a unique
opportunity to liberate yourself from the
darkness of your past. The United States
of America has freed you from the tyran-
ny of a brutal and wicked despot, but its
greatest and most enduring gift is con-
tained in two old and musty documents
written more than 200 years ago — the
Declaration of Independence and the
Constitution. It is here that you will find
the true meaning of freedom.

(C. Bradley Thompson, the author of
John Adams and the Spirit of Liberty, is a
senior writer for the Ayn Rand Institute
(www.aynrand.org) in Irvine, Calif. The
Institute promotes the philosophy of Ayn
Rand, author of Atlas Shrugged and The
Fountainhead. Send reactions to reac-
tion@aynrand.org).
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Farrelly brothers sticking together, on best behavior

BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

From the guys who brought us “There’s
Something About Mary” and “Dumb And
Dumber” comes a film that redefines the
term “double feature.” Matt Damon and
Greg Kinnear share the marquee as con-
joined twins Bob and Walt Tenor in the
Farrelly brothers’ latest twisted comedy,
“Stuck On You.” While it isn’t the writing-
directing duo’s best effort, the film contains
several laugh-out-loud moments and some

Audiences, characters
find comfort ‘In America’

BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

The skeptic in me was certain this tale of
Irish immigrants who come to the United
States seeking refuge from a tragic past was
going to implode under the weight of its
own shameless sentimentality. The skeptic
in me was wrong. Very, very wrong. Yes,
“In America” unabashedly wears its broken
heart on its tattered sleeve, but no, it isn’t
the maudlin mess it might have been had it
been hatched by a lesser talent. With mas-
terful efficacy, Jim Sheridan (“In The Name
Of The Father,” “My Left Foot”) has
wrought an inescapably moving elegy
about pain and loss and hope and renewal
as seen through the eyes of two immeasur-
ably adorable little girls.

Christy and Ariel (sisters Sarah and
Emma Bolger, making remarkable film
debuts) are whisked away to New York by
their parents Johnny and Sarah (Paddy
Considine and Samantha Morton) in the
wake of the devastating death of their
infant brother, Frankie. The family is clear-
ly in need of the change of scenery, yet
their new life stalls before it begins, as
Johnny and Sarah struggle to keep it
together in the face of poverty, the Hells
Kitchen summer heat and an erosive cycle
of grief. Johnny, in particular, bears the
scars of Frankie’s passing — a burden
made all the more unendurable because his
inability to muster any passion prevents
him from landing the acting jobs he needs
to support his family. Rising British star
Considine brings great emotional power to
the role of Johnny, and Morton’s quiet
intensity is a most effective equipoise. It
should be noted that after uttering nary a
word in “Minority Report” and nothing at
all in “The Sweet and Lowdown,” the gift-
ed actress proves to be even better when
given something to say.

And you read it here first: One of the
Bolger sisters is going to be a surprise
nominee for a Best Supporting Actress
Oscar. Kudos to Sheridan, not only for
coaxing amazing performances out of two
inexperienced girls, but for having the con-
fidence to place his semi-autobiographical
tale squarely on their little shoulders.

(Rated PG-13 for some sexuality, drug

references, brief violence and language.
Running time: 103 minutes)

surprisingly deft comedic performances
(who knew Damon was such a joker?).
Though replete with the Farrelly’s trademark
outlandish characters and absurd situations,
“Stuck On You” is appreciably short on the
gross-out humor and political incorrectness
so prevalent in much of their previous work.
This is the Farrellys on their best behavior,
which some will no doubt find refreshing,
others slightly disappointing.

The Tenor brothers are literally joined at
the hip, but that hasn’t stopped them from
excelling in sports, romance and business on
Martha’s Vineyard, where they own and oper-
ate a successful burger joint. Certain he has
the acting chops to be a star, the uber-confi-
dent Walt (Kinnear) convinces his brother to
head west to Hollywood. There, they befriend
a sexy neighbor (Eva Mendes), Walt lands a
septuagenarian agent (a hilarious Seymour
Cassel) who sends him to auditions for porn
films, and Bob finally meets his longtime
Internet girlfriend May Fong (Wen Yann
Shih), who had no idea he’s a conjoined twin.
Academy Award-winners Cher and Meryl
Streep make extended cameo appearances as
themselves (Streep is uncredited), and prove
quite adept at self-deprecating humor. Cher,
in particular, generates lots of laughs poking
fun at her diva persona.

Kinnear and Damon are well-cast as,
respectively, the dreamer and the pragmatist.
Not only are they convincing brothers, they

(L-R) Jessica Cauffiel, Matt Damon and Greg Kinnear in “Stuck on You.”

rise to the many physical challenges posed in
working so closely together. The Farrellys
clearly went our of their way to avoid making
the Tenors and their condition the direct butt of
any jokes, with mixed results. The kid gloves
approach ensures nobody gets hurt, but it also
serves to soften the blow of the comedic spit-

balls they fire our way. All in all, however, this
is another solid offering from Hollywood’s
crown princes of irreverent comedy.

(Rated PG-13 for crude and sexual
humor, and some language. Running time:
128 minutes)

Damon, Kinnear do some serious bonding

BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

Matt Damon and Greg Kinnear play con-
joined twins in the Farrelly Brothers’ latest
irreverent comedy, “Stuck on You.” In the
spirit of their close-knit characters, they
recently appeared side by side for a very
tongue-in-cheek discussion of this most
unusual film.

QUESTION: What was your reaction
when you were first approached to play con-
joined twins?

MATT DAMON: When we first got the
script, it was just a story about two brothers.
The night before we started shooting, I kind
of wondered what it would be like to be
really close to Greg, so I suggested to the
Farrelly Brothers, just kind of off the cuff,
that we make this a conjoined twin movie,
so I could feel that sweet, sweet sensation of
Greg’s flesh against my flesh.

GREG KINNEAR: 1 got what Matt
was talking about immediately, but the
Farrellys, well, they didn’t get it right away.

Q: You wore a harness that connected
you, sometimes for 14 hours or more. Was it
difficult to work under those conditions?

MD: The scenes where we’re in swim
trunks — all of that is fake. The chest, the
backs and, obviously, the piece connecting
us in the middle is all sculpted on by (make-
up artists). We would get up at three in the
morning and just kind of stand there and not
move for 12 hours, which was an exercise in
patience. But I hate it when actors sit and
complain about ...

GK: Sounds like that’s what you’re
doing, Damon. I liked it. I was just happy to
have the opportunity to work.

Q: The roles called for you to convinc-

Matt Damon and Greg Kinnear.

ingly play sports together, flip burgers, have
sex and whatnot. Did it take long to get your
timing down?

GK: That was just great work on our part.

MD: Months and months of training.
There was no computer-generated stuff in
this movie.

GK: You’ll hear that there was — rumors
and suggestions — but don’t buy into that
BS. We practiced and we trained and we got
it down to where we could knock out a 20-
pack of burgers in about 30 seconds.

Q: Speaking of being conjoined, Matt,
there was a period where you and Ben

Affleck appeared to be inseparable. Now
he’s connected with somebody else ...

MD: Really? Who’s that? (laughs)

Q: Is it good to finally have him off your
back?

MD: Let’s be very clear. Ben was never
on my back. In our eyes, we always had our
own identities. I never felt like, God, this
guy’s really crowding me. He’s been my best
friend for 20 years, so I never felt infringed
upon, and I don’t think he did either.

Q: What was it like working with a
superstar like Cher?

MD: In her trailer, when you walked in,
there were all these costumes and stuff. And
she’d put one of them on, with some crazy
wig, and come out and do these scenes.

Q: She really pokes fun at her diva
image. Do you think she was completely
comfortable doing it?

MD: There are very few people that have
ever achieved that level of insane fame, and
I don’t know of any of them who would
have a good enough sense of humor to do
something like that.

GK: What were you doing in her trailer?

MD: 1 specified before this interview
that there would be no personal questions.

Q: What’s a Farrelly Brothers set like? Is
it as much fun as it appears to be?

GK: It’s more like they’re hosting a
party than directing. It’s really a great envi-
ronment. A lot of the people who are in their
movies aren’t actors. I know their postman
now, their uncle’s brother ...

MD: We did a scene with the woman
who drives the ferry over at Martha’s
Vineyard. She was like, “Hi, boys. I'm
Bridget. If you ever come to the Vineyard,
just look me up. I’ll be driving the ferry.”



ENTERTAINMENT E'd

Nicholson’s ‘Gotta Give’
puts us in another world

BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

The characters in Nancy Meyers’ films
usually lead idealized lives many of the
good burghers of this country find appeal-
ing. This would explain why her movies,
which include “What Women Want” and
“Father Of The Bride,” have grossed
upwards of a billion dollars — ordinary
people with extraordinary fancies, women
especially, seem to really enjoy spending
10 bucks on a movie so that they can
watch the idle rich (who routinely spend
10 bucks on, say, a small bottle of design-
er water) engage one another in lots of
psychoanalytic babble while picking at
exotic field greens and sipping unpro-
nounceable French wines in expensive
restaurants. For two hours, the hoi polloi
stare at the screen and, in some small way,
attain the unattainable.

And so it goes in Meyers’ latest flick,
“Something’s Gotta Give,” which fea-
tures Jack Nicholson as an obscenely
wealthy, chubby, balding playboy who
shacks up exclusively with young models
(we all know one of THOSE guys, right?).
Diane Keaton co-stars as a fabulously
successful playwright with a spread in the
Hamptons that seems to have been
plucked from the cover of House
Beautiful. Amanda Peet plays Keaton’s
daughter, a fine art auctioneer at
Christie’s, and Keanu Reeves serves as
the theater-loving studly doctor who’s got
the cure for whatever’s ailing his pecu-
nious patients. All of them speak French,
too. Not that these people don’t have
problems, mind you. Everyone in a
Meyers pic has problems. Nicholson can’t
commit, and his ticker’s not right.
Keaton’s a lonely divorcee who is ulti-
mately forced to choose between a hot
young physician and one of the world’s
all-time smooth operators. Peet’s looking

Jack Nicholson

for love in all the wrong places (plus, she
loses Jack to her mother). And Reeves,
well, he ain’t in The Matrix anymore.

The story goes like this: Jack’s dating
Amanda, meets her mom, falls for mom.
It’s paradise. Then it’s paradise lost. Then
it’s paradise found again. There are lots of
jokes about May-December romances and
erectile dysfunction, and many of them
are funny. Jack and Diane both get naked
onscreen, which is also funny in an
uncomfortable sort of way. Frances
McDormand, who is always great, plays
Keaton’s sister — a women’s studies pro-
fessor, of course — and Jon Favreau is on
board as Nicholson’s trusted assistant.

If two hours of that sounds to you like
a good excuse to drop 10 bucks — and
YOU know who you are — then, by all
means, see “Something’s Gotta Give.”

(Rated PG-13 for sexual content, brief
nudity and strong language. Running
time: 117 minutes)

Before laying down that 10 bucks...
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PBritannia Pub

A Great Place To Anc

Great Food... Great Cocktails... Great Crew... GREAT FUN!!

English Premier Soccer League * All NFL Games “Always Live”

Full Bar ¢ Restaurant ® Live Music
International Sporting Event ® Heated Patio

LIVE! Music Every
Wednesday No Cover
Dec. 17 - The Willies

Open @ 6pm on Christmas

You’re all invited to Britannia’s
Christmas Party Friday Dec. 19
featuring DJ Michelle * No Cover
CELEBRATING NEW YEAR TWICE!
British @ 4pm and U.S.@ midnight
DJ ¢ No Cover

No Bands Christmas Eve
& New Years Eve

KARAOKE! Tuesday, Thursday,
Saturday & Sundays = No Cover

318 Santa Monica Blvd. - Santa Monica

310-458-5350 * www.britanniapub.com

MONDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL

$3 Pints — 1/2 Price on Appetizers During Games

SATURDAY NIGHT FIGHTS
Hopkins vs. Joppy
Rahman vs. Ruiz
Mayorga vs. Spinks

SAT. DEC. I3 AT 5PM
$I5 COVER

SPORTS GRILL
(Next to 14 below)

8 TVs « 2 Big Screens
Pop-a-shot * 3 Pool Tables

BY DAN DUNN

Special to the Daily Press

THE LAST SAMURAI

An entertaining film, but highly
derivative of superior antecedents
such as “Dances With Wolves”
and “Unforgiven.”

HONEY

With Jessica Alba leading the way,
it’s only a matter of time before
the Crips and the Bloods trade in
their colors and guns for tap shoes
and ballet slippers.

THE CAT IN THE HAT

The cinematic equivalent of a
massive flea infestation. For the
crime they committed against
Seuss’ compact classic, everyone
associated with this film should be
neutered without anesthesia.

THE HAUNTED MANSION
Even the best CGI wizardry can-
not compensate for shoddy story-
telling, which is precisely what
haunts “The Haunted Mansion.”

THE MISSING

Ron Howard had the key elements
of an extraordinary film at his dis-
posal — great premise, cast —
yet, frustratingly, it never quite
realizes its potential.

BAD SANTA
If you’re game for a little R-rated
Christmas fun, this is a great holi-

day gift, all wrapped up in F-bombs
and slaughtered sacred cows.

TIMELINE
Quite possibly the most uninten-
tionally funny film of the year.

MASTER AND COMMANDER:
THE FAR SIDE OF THE
‘WORLD

Russell Crowe makes a strong
case for a fourth consecutive
Oscar nomination in a thinking
person’s action-adventure movie.

SHATTERED GLASS

Strong film that meticulously con-
nects the dots of the real events
surrounding New Republic writer
Stephen Glass’ incredible fall
from grace.

ELF

A fantastic early Christmas pres-
ent for moviegoers of all ages.
Will Ferrell is one of the very best
comedic actors working today.

THE MATRIX: REVOLUTIONS
You’ll stagger out of the theater
feeling as though you just failed a
calculus exam.

LOVE ACTUALLY

Ten different storylines running
concurrently is too hard to follow,
especially when only half of them
are all that interesting.

THE HUMAN STAIN
Everyone in the film is dreadfully

miscast, and the film fails to live
up to anything but the most mod-
est expectations.

IN THE CUT

Fuzzy as the visuals and perform-
ances are, one thing is crystal
clear: This crime thriller fails, at
every shadowy turn, to thrill.

SYLVIA

Surely the tragic love affair upon
which the film is based was a lot
more complex (and interesting)
than the one the makers of this
plodding biopic conjured up.

SCARY MOVIE 3

Isn’t as funny as the original, but
it’s a major step up from the lowly
first sequel.

PIECES OF APRIL

Inspired performances help make
this an engaging dramedy that has
a little something for everybody.

RUNAWAY JURY

This is, arguably, the best adapta-
tion of a Grisham novel yet. A stel-
lar cast carries the day.

VERONICA GUERIN

Joel Shumacher delivers the flesh
and bones of Guerin’s noble cru-
sade, but the heart is missing.

KILL BILL

What stands out most isn’t what
happens in this incomplete film,
it’s what doesn’t happen. A subpar
outing from a talented filmmaker.

Authentic Philly Cheese Steaks,
Burgers and More!

Happy Hour 5-7 M-F

*Burger, Fries
& Pint — 622

1333 Santa Monica Blvd.
(corner of 14th and Santa Monica)
(310) 899-0076

Lunch-Time Delivery Available

Open Weekends @ 9am
Breakfast Specials
Showing All NHL & NFL/College Games

" 1
| SUB SANDWICH |

: Buy One at Regular Price & Get the 2nd 1
| of equal or lesser value for FREE! 1
1 1
[

With Coupon. Expires 12/31/03
- e e e e e el

Next door to Over/Under ¢ (310) 451-5040 « www.l4below.com /
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Flu now widespread in 24 states; West hit hardest

BY DANIEL YEE

Associated Press Writer

ATLANTA — The number of states hit
hard by the flu has nearly doubled to 24 in
the past week, with the West hit hardest, the
government said Thursday. It rushed to ship
100,000 doses of the vaccine to combat
shortages and head off what could become
one of the worst flu seasons in years.

The outbreak has taken an enormous toll
nationwide: At least 23 children have died.
Schools have shut down. Emergency rooms
have been filled with sick children. And
doctors’ offices have been forced to turn
away droves of people seeking flu shots.

Some experts predict this year’s death
toll easily could surpass the annual aver-
age of 36,000 flu deaths. Health officials
are unsure why the outbreak has hit so
early, why it has caused so many prob-
lems in the West, and why it seems to be
so lethal in children.

“If it were me, I’d be on the phone to
your doctor, calling around to see if you

Southern California

Transfer Company

CLOVERFIELD

3
X
10 WEST l

310-828-6444 |

1908 Frank St. Santa Monica |4
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“It’s the worst I've seen in many years. We think we’re
OK here, and it hit us hard.”

—LYNN SCHOW
School Superintendent
Malad county, Idaho

could find some” vaccine, said Dr.
Randall Todd, Nevada’s epidemiologist.

The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention said the flu has hit all 50 states
at least sporadically, and the season has
not yet peaked nationally. Nearly the
entire western half of the country —
California being the major exception — is
now considered to have widespread flu.
Last week, 13 states had widespread out-
breaks.

Health and Human Services Secretary
Tommy Thompson said the government
had arranged for 100,000 doses of adult
vaccine to be shipped from Aventis

PusLic Dump

IN SanTa MIoNICA

Pasteur immediately and distributed based
on each state’s population. In addition,
150,000 doses of children’s vaccine are
expected to be shipped to the states by
January, Thompson said.

Dr. Julie Gerberding, director of the
CDC, said the center is recommending
that doctors give high-risk groups top pri-
ority for flu shots. That means the elderly,
children under 2, those with chronic med-
ical conditions, and women in the second
and third trimester of pregnancy.

“The flu season is far from over, we are
going to have to prioritize,” Gerberding
said.

Around the country, several schools
closed because so many students are out
with the flu.

In Colchester, Conn., the public Bacon
Academy closed Thursday after more
than 300 students — more than one-third
of the student body — stayed home with
flu-like symptoms. Madison Junior High
in Mansfield, Ohio, also closed for the
rest of the week after 250 of 900 students
were out sick Wednesday, principal
Timothy Rupert said.

“We’ve never closed down for flu,”
said Rupert, who has worked at the school
about 60 miles north of Columbus for 23
years.

One of the hardest hit communities was
Malad, Idaho, a town of about 2,000 peo-
ple near the Utah state line that virtually
shut down in the past week because so
many people were ill. Church services and
Christmas programs were canceled, as
was the wrestling match and drill team

show. Even Santa had to postpone his visit
with the children.

Students in Malad returned to class on
Thursday, but 15 percent of the 860 stu-
dents were still out sick.

“It’s the worst I’ve seen in many
years,” said School Superintendent Lynn
Schow. “We think we’re OK here, and it
hit us hard.”

In Las Vegas, residents had to wait
hours to get flu shots.

“We are out of the vaccine,” said
Jennifer Sizemore, spokeswoman for the
Clark County Health District. “We are
working hard to get some more because
there’s still a demand out there.”

Despite the severity of the early out-
break, health experts are not ready to pre-
dict just how bad the flu season will be.
The season still may peak as early as
December, rather than February, which is
the norm.

On Thursday, the CDC added Arizona,
Indiana, Iowa, Mississippi, Missouri,
Montana, North Carolina, Oklahoma,
Oregon, Rhode Island and Virginia to the
list of states with widespread flu activity.

Last week, only Alaska, Arkansas,
Colorado, Idaho, Nebraska, Nevada, New
Mexico, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Texas,
Utah, Washington and Wyoming were listed
as having widespread activity by the CDC.

As for why the West is having the most
cases, Dr. Kimberley Shoaf, assistant
director for the UCLA Center for Public
Health and Disasters, said one reason
might be that the flu strain changed as it
moved West.

“I think it mutated just as it got here,
and we have this different strain,” she said.

Anecdotally, this flu season seems to
be worse for children, and the CDC said it
plans to watch flu complications among
them closely. Flu and its complications
are the sixth-leading cause of death
nationally among children age 4 and

WILL MAKE

YOUR
HOLIDAYS
SPECIAL!

CELEBBINY WALL OF FAME

1ZZY’S professional catering staff specializes in customized
orders for your home or office parties, meetings and lunches.

Breakfast Platters * Sandwich Platters
Party Platters ¢ Dessert Platters

OPEN 24 HOURS ON
CHRISTMAS &

NEW YEARS

younger, according to the CDC.

WHO

can get the power of email working for your business?

gl'eatbig nOISG www.greatbignoise.com

Santa Monica Nativity Scenes

A CHRISTMAS TRADITION

and Ocean avenues, these 14 inspiring
and dramatic scenes proclaim the story
of Christmas to all who pass by.

‘ eginning at the intersection of Arizona
"

Opening ceremonies at the corner of
Arizona and Ocean Avenue

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14, 3pm.

Festivities include a musical program
and children’s choir.
e £

. Scenes will be on display thru 3pm, January Ist. Tax-deductible donations may be sent to:

Santa Monica Nativity Scenes Committee ¢ P.O. Box 0648, Santa Monica, CA 90406
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U.S. allies are up in arms over work ban in Iraq

BY ROBERT H. REID

Associated Press Writer

BRUSSELS, Belgium — Europe’s
foreign affairs chief, adding his voice
Thursday to criticism of Washington,
called the U.S. decision to bar opponents
of the war in Iraq from reconstruction
contracts “gratuitous and unhelpful” when
unity is needed.

The British  government said
Washington was fully entitled to limit
construction contracts in Iraq to countries
that were part of the U.S.-led coalition.

The White House said the ban was not
up for reconsideration, though the Bush
administration told critics it “will wel-
come the opportunity to talk to them and
explain to them about why this decision
was made.”

Amid the furor, the United States post-
poned a conference that was to have taken
place Thursday for companies seeking
reconstruction contracts in Iraq. The confer-
ence, at which the contract requests were to
have been made public, is now scheduled
for Dec. 19 at a hotel near Washington
Dulles International Airport. The delay was
blamed on scheduling conflicts.

A Pentagon directive says countries
wanting a share of the $18.6 billion in
reconstruction contracts in the 2004 U.S.
budget must participate militarily in the
postwar effort.

The European Commission called the
contract ban a “political mistake,” and

said it would examine the contracts to see
if Washington had violated its commit-
ments to the World Trade Organization.

“This is a gratuitous and extremely
unhelpful decision at a time when there is
a general recognition of the need for the
international community to work together
for stability and reconstruction in Iraq,”
Chris Patten, the European Union’s com-
missioner for international relations, said
through a spokesman.

French President Jacques Chirac,
German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder
and Russian President Vladimir Putin all
raised the contracting issue during previ-
ously scheduled telephone calls with
President Bush on Wednesday.

The French Foreign Ministry has
declined to comment on the U.S. decision.
However, the conservative French news-
paper Le Figaro said Thursday the exclu-
sion was “bordering on provocation.”

“For the United States, it is truly a
shame that the politics of George W. Bush
be presented, once again, in such a petty
manner,” the newspaper said. “The anti-
Americanism that needs to be combatted
is going to be revived.”

Britain expressed support for the U.S.
policy. Foreign Secretary Jack Straw said
it was up to the United States to decide
how it spent its tax revenue.

“The United States Congress is fully
entitled to say the tax dollars are spent in
one way, which in this particular case is
contracts limited to those active allies in

Iraq, rather than another way,” said Straw.
“We have talked to them about it but the
decision is for them, not ours.”

The ban could complicate American
efforts to restructure Iraq’s estimated
$125 billion debt, largely owed to France,
Germany, Russia.

Russia signaled it would take a hard
line on restructuring after being excluded
from contracts.

“Iraq’s debt to the Russia Federation
comes to $8 billion and as far as the
Russian government’s position on this, it
is not planning any kind of a write-off of
that debt,” Defense Minister Sergei Ivanov
told reporters. “Iraq is not a poor country.”

Russia’s foreign minister suggested the
contract ban could undermine the interna-
tional campaign against terrorism.

“The activities in Iraq split the interna-
tional community and reduced its possi-
bilities in the fight against international
terrorism,” Igor Ivanov said at a news
conference in Munich.

“No further steps or activities that
would lead to a further division can be
allowed today,” Ivanov said.

Germany said there was “no direct
link” between debt relief and the U.S.
exclusion of German companies from
reconstruction contracts.

“The stabilization of Iraq is also in
Germany’s strategic interest,” Bela Anda,
spokesman for German Chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder, told The Associated Press.

France has made no official comment

on the contract ban, but political analysts
said the French government was stunned,
after what appeared to be months of
warming ties between Paris and
Washington following France’s opposi-
tion to the U.S.-led war.

“Paris has the feeling that the (U.S.)
Secretary of Defense has decided to use
some kind of retaliation, which was con-
sidered four or five months ago, but didn’t
seem to be on the agenda right now,” said
Francois Gere, director of the Paris-based
Diplomatic and Defense Institute.

President Bush is sending James A.
Baker abroad to lobby for restructuring
and reducing Iraq’s debt. Baker is expect-
ed to hold talks in Berlin before
Christmas, the German government state-
ment said.

“If additional countries want to partici-
pate with our efforts in Iraq, then circum-
stances can change,” White House
spokesman Scott McClellan said.

He said companies from anti-war coun-
tries could compete for contracts being
financed by a separate international fund that
the White House estimates will be worth $13
billion. Also, the ban does not prevent com-
panies from winning subcontracts.

Such prospects did little to assuage
international anger over the directive
issued by Deputy Defense Secretary Paul
Wolfowitz in a memo dated Friday and
posted on a Pentagon Web site Tuesday.

» WORLD BRIEFLY

Military defends attack that killed kids

By The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — The U.S. military
defended its raid on a suspected renegade commander’s
compound that resulted in the deaths of six Afghan chil-
dren, saying Thursday the site was packed with weapons
and soldiers were fired on from inside.

News of the Dec. 5 raid in eastern Paktia province
emerged Wednesday, just days after a botched weekend
attack in neighboring Ghazni in which nine children, all
under 12 years old, were killed. The children and two
adults in the Paktia compound were found crushed to
death under a wall.

The twin operations have provoked outrage and
expressions of concern from ordinary Afghans all the
way to UN. Secretary-general Kofi Annan. But U.S.
military spokesman Lt. Col. Bryan Hilferty said
American forces exercised proper restraint in the Paktia
operation against a weapons storage depot allegedly
used by Mullah Jalani, a suspected associate of Taliban-
ally Gulbuddin Hekmatyar.

“Certainly, we followed the law of proportionality in
this compound,” Hilferty said Thursday. “From the
compound, they were shooting at us with machine guns.
Jalani has more ammunition at his house then the coali-
tion keeps at Bagram,” the U.S. headquarters.

Storage compartments containing hundreds of
107mm rockets, mortars, rocket-propelled grenades,
anti-tank and anti-personnel mines and several how-
itzers were found at the compound.

Prime Minister: ‘The terror will grow’

By The Associated Press

JERUSALEM — An explosion at a Tel Aviv coffee
shop on Thursday afternoon killed three people, police
sources said. The Palestinian prime minister also
warned Israel against unilateral moves, such as seizing
parts of the West Bank and Gaza Strip, saying it will
never be accepted by the Palestinians.

“The fire will burn, the terror will grow,” Palestinian
Prime Minister Ahmed Qureia said in newspaper
remarks published Thursday.

Details were sketchy, but the explosion in Tel Aviv
took place during lunchtime at a popular coffee shop in
a busy business district.

The explosion, if a bombing, would be the first major
attack on Israeli civilians since the bombing of a restau-
rant in the northern Israeli city of Haifa in October,
which killed 21 people.

Qureia’s comments marked the harshest Palestinian
response yet to Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon’s
emerging plan of unilateral moves if peace efforts fail.

Missing girl’s mom turns to suspect’s mom

By The Associated Press

GRAND FORKS, N.D. — While officials and
friends searched without success for Dru Sjodin, her
mother went looking for help from the mother of the man
charged with kidnapping the missing college student.

“I asked her to reach out to her son and please ask
him to lead us to Dru,” Linda Walker told the Grand
Forks Herald for its Thursday editions. “I asked mother-
to-mother.”

Alfonso Rodriguez Jr., 50, of Crookston, Minn., is
being held on $5 million bond. Rodriguez has said
through his attorney that he had nothing to do with the
Nov. 22 disappearance of Sjodin, who is enrolled at the
University of North Dakota.

Meanwhile, National Guard soldiers from North
Dakota and Minnesota will help scour the countryside
for Sjodin beginning Friday.

Sniper suspect said to be ‘numb’

By The Associated Press

CHESAPEAKE, Va. — Sniper suspect Lee Boyd
Malvo has mental diseases that left him “psychological-
ly numb” and legally insane because he couldn’t tell
right from wrong, a defense psychiatrist said.

During the months he lived with convicted sniper
John Allen Muhammad starting in 2000, Malvo lost his
sense of identity and became vulnerable to
Muhammad’s wishes and “intense, coercive persua-
sion,” psychiatrist Neil Blumberg testified Wednesday
in Malvo’s murder trial.

Malvo’s dissociative disorder that allowed him to
tune out reality, his depression and a childhood “conduct
disorder” of shoplifting and cat-killing all meant Malvo
was “unable to distinguish between right and wrong and
was unable to resist the impulse” to commit the sniper
killings in 2002, Blumberg testified.

Blumberg, who spent 50 hours with Malvo over 20
interviews, said he believed Malvo was legally insane.
The standard for legal insanity in Virginia is an inability
to distinguish right from wrong at the time of the crime.

Psychiatrist Diane Schetky, who twice interviewed
Malvo, also testified that she believed Malvo was
unable to tell right from wrong.

Malvo’s defense is expected to rest Thursday, and pros-
ecutors are expected to call their own mental health expert.

Drug suit spares another from death row

By The Associated Press

HUNTSVILLE, Texas — For the second time in as
many days, the same lawsuit spared a condemned Texas
inmate from the death chamber.

The U.S. Supreme Court halted the execution
Wednesday of Kevin Lee Zimmerman, who was part of
a lawsuit that challenged one of the drugs used to carry
out the death penalty.

Eighteen hours earlier, the lawsuit had allowed Billy
Frank Vickers to avoid the death chamber Tuesday.

Zimmerman’s reprieve came about 20 minutes before
he could have been put to death for a fatal stabbing and
robbery at a Beaumont motel in 1987.

In a brief order, Justice Antonin Scalia stopped the
punishment pending an additional order from him or the
court. The lawsuit was filed on Zimmerman’s behalf,
despite his opposition.

Citing the constitutional protection against cruel and
unusual punishment, the lawsuit sought to stop use of
pancuronium bromide — a drug that paralyzes muscles.

The lawsuit was patterned after a Tennessee death row
inmate’s suit, now on appeal, that cites an American
Veterinary Medical Association condemnation of the drug.
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CLASSIFIEDS

S3°° per day.Up to 15 words, 20 cents gach additional word.

Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 15,000.

$3 - 5K per week income poten-
tial work from home, NOT MLM.
(800)570-3782 Ext. 4020.

AUTO PROFESSIONAL
WANTED:

Looking to get back into the car
business? SANTA MONICA
FORD has a few spots availa-
ble for the right candidate. Call
the Sales Manager at
(310)451-1588

BEAUTY STYLIST'S for new
Fantastic Sams Salon in Santa
Monica. Guarantee 9/hr and up.
(310)890-1222

4 48’ shelves $65. T7ft.x4ft.
White denim “cozy couch”
w/halfmoon  ottoman  $2350.
48'x30" glass desk $140.
16x30Wx56L buffet $275. 5ft.
bookshelf unfurnished $210
(310)576-7548.

7 PIECE Bedroom Set. All
brand new! Wood sleigh bed,
mattress set, nightstand, and
more. Moving and must sell!
List $2500. Giveaway $795.
(310)350-3814.

CHERRY SLEIGH Bed. Solid
wood. Still in box. List $795.
Sacrifice $295. (310)350-3814

CASHIERS & Hourly Supervi-
sor. FT/PT Must be reliable, ex-
cellent customer svc skills &
available weekends. Experi-
ence with Low Carbohydrate di-
ets a plus! (310)828-0030 Call
Brad to schedule an interview.
Pure Foods. 1820 Wilshire
Blvd, SM. EOE.

DINING SERVER flexible
hours, but must have lunch
availability. Benihana 1447 4th
Street. Santa Monica (310)260-
1423.

EXPERIENCED ELECTRI-
CIAN, industrial plumber, con-
crete form worker. Drivers li-
cense & vehicle a must. English
speaking. Fax resume
(310)719-1449.

FIGURE MODEL wanted. Fit fe-
male model wanted for figure
drawing by artist. No experi-
ence necessary. Call (818)501-
266

NEED SECURITY p/t am&pm
for the city of Santa Monica call
(714)531-0555.

SALES: 43 year old Forbes 500
ranked affiliate co. is looking for
sales pros to keep pace with
rising gold market. Top earners
make 200k+. Full benefits. No
cold calling. Draw/comm. Santa
Monica. Visit www.goldline.com
or call (310)319-0313.

THE “GREAT American Pitchf-
est” will be held on Saturday,
January 31st. at the Los An-
geles Convention Center . This
will be the largest pitchfest ever
held, and is for writers, produc-
ers, and directors for film and
television of all genres and for-
mats. Attend training sessions
with more than 10 “A-list”
speakers, celebrate at our
“Sweet Taste of Success”
champagne and dessert buffet
gala, and meet one-on-one with
the power people of Hollywood
who can help turn your movie
and show ideas into reality. One
“decision maker’ for every six
participants. $150 until Decem-
ber 31 ($200 after). Only the
most credible companies in Hol-
lywood invited. Visit website at
www.pitchfest.com<

http://www.pitchfest.com/>  for
full list & more information, or
call 1-877-255-2528.

[ Forsale |

ALL STORE fixtures for sale.
Bel Mondo going out of biz,
1413 Montana Ave. (310)394-
7272.

2 BEDROOM apartment furni-
ture for sale . For complete de-
scription & details. Call Paul
Lorda (310)395-2558 or
(310)804-0810.

QUEEN DOUBLE Pillowtop
Mattress Set. Plush, name
brand, still in plastic. Warranty.
Was $595. Sacrifice $175.
(310)350-3814.

ITALIAN HOME &
GARDEN FURNISHINGS
Mid-Century Venetian Glass
Tuscan Ceramics ® Deruta Di
Florentine Leather » C
Antique Linens
702 MONTANA AVENUE IN SANTA MONICA
(310) 394-0989
www.PonteV.com

oy

ITALIAN LEATHER Sofa &
Loveseat Brand new, still in
crate from designer home
show. List $3000. Sacrifice
$995. Must sell! Will deliver!
(310)350-3814.

KING DOUBLE Pillowtop Mat-
tress Set. Brand new, brand
name. Must sell! List $895. Sac-
rifice $295. (310)350-3814
QUEEN ORTHO Mattress Set.
New, still in plastic w/warranty.
Must sell. $125 (310)350-3814.

Vehicles for sale

ML 430 MERCEDES. 3 years
old. Excellent  Condition.
38,000 mi, fully loaded, GPS,
6-cd. Leather, moon-roof plus
more! $25,900 or BO (310)459-

FOR
SALE

“Classic” 1982
Jeep Wagoneer

Solid Vehicle, Very Reliable,
Custom Seats, CD sounds,
Surf Racks, lots of love
in this Truck.

$2500 FIRM.
(310) 699-7835

YOUR
AD

HERE

ADVERTISE!!

C Toral 2

OF SANTA MONICA

’02 Ford Explorer Sport
V6, Automatic PW P/L tilt,
CD, Alloys! (ID#54518
STK#P5068) $13,995

'95 Ford Escort
Auto, A/C P/windows,
(ID#213592 - STK#P4698)
$3,995

'98 Chev Gavalier
4DR, Automatic, A/C, CD
(ID#807680) $3,995

’02 Chev Tahoe L/S
Dual A/C, CD, Dual P/seats,
third seat, alloys, much more!

(ID#193678) $24,895

’01 Ford Expedition
4x4, Dual A/C, Loaded
(LIC#40BR776 - ID#B59858)
$19,995

’02 Ford Explorer XLT
V6, Leather, Rear A/C, Third
seat (LIC#4TRX317 -
ID#A61068) $18,995

PLUS TAX, LICENSE & DOCUMENT
FEE ON ALL VEHICLES

1230 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-451-1588

Claude Short
Auto Sales Dealer

’01 DODGE
DURANGO R/T
VIN 544097 Loaded, Leather
only 31K, 1owner $19995

94 JAGUAR XJ6
VIN 687617 Pristine cond.
6 disc changer wire wheels

$10995

95 MERCEDES
BENZ S-320
VIN 280961 six disc changer
Black beauty $19995

97 BMW 328i

convertible VIN T98113 Super

clean low miles $19995

98 DODGE RAM2500
PickupVIN 234380 Camper
shell chrome wheels
reduced $9500

’03 DODGE VIPER
VIN 500992 Rare red car w/
black top 43 mls $92500

94 FORD BRONCO
Eddie Bauer 4x4
VIN B55118 Immaculate
Leather Loaded $9995

2501 Lincoln Blvd.
in Venice

(310) 395-3712

\_/'_._u"
INFINITYT

of Santa Monica

#’00 BMW X5 4.4i%*
Sport Pkg! V8, Loaded, Low
Mileage! BEAUTIFUL! (H02400)

#’02 Infiniti Q45 Navi
THE EXECUTIVE RIDE!
All Loaded, Low Miles
(v002529) 3 More Available

#’03 Infiniti G35 Sedan#
DVD Navi, Prem whis, Loaded
(v006982)

%01 Ford Mustang#

CONVERTIBLE! Automatic
2D, Leather, (8837P)

7’02 Audi ASL*
FULLY LOADED! Premium Whis.
Bose Premium Sound (001079)

#’02 Honda S2000#
4-Cyl. 2.0L VTEC, Leather,
6-Speed, Manuel (8767P)

#’02 Lexus IS300*

Sport Cross, LOADED! Prem
Wheels, Leather (043651)

#'00 Volvo V70 XC AWD #
SE Wagon

2.4L Turbo, Moon, alloys
VALUE PRICED! (v707506)

310-394-1888
infinitiofsantamonica.com

1401 Santa Monica Blvd.

LDQK

LEXUS/VOLKSWAGEN
OF SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

@ ®

2003 INFINITI G35
COUPE 2D

V6, Automatic, Leather,
Moon Roof (206812)
2002 LEXUS IS 300
SPORT CROSS

4D, Hatchback, Moon, Rear
Spoiler, Lthr (042025)

2003 VW BEETLE

GL Turbo Hatchback, 2D,
Automatic (424228)

2000 LEXUS RX 300

4D Sport Utility, Automatic,
Moon, Roof Rack (146978)

2000 VOLKSWAGEN
JETTA GLS

4D Sedan, Automatic,
Moon Roof (089016)

1999 LEXUS LX 470

4D Sport Utility, Automatic,
Leather, Moon (075956)

1100 Santa Monica Bivd

(310) 319-1661

LAcarGUYcom

Pay tribute
to a
loved one.

Now offering obituary

For more details call the D

310.458.7737 ext. 111

-

listin

Moving

Out

ANTIQUE AUCTION

MOVING TO NEW LOCATION

Everything

Artwork, Chairs, Armoir, Tiffany

Paintings, Clocks, Screens, Art Deco, Knick-Knacks, Tapestry,
Rugs, China Cabinets, Desks, Jewelry, Pocket Watches, Antique
Camera, Candelabra, Mirrors, Empire style, Sideboards, Cartier
Clocks, Early American, 1950’s, etc.

Auction to be held Dec. 14th 11am
FAVOURITE FURNITURE
6171 Lankershim Bilvd North Hollywood

(818) 755-

Accept all major credit cards, cash. Stop by the store to pre-register and see inventory.

Preview 10 am

Must Go!

Lamps, Porcelain, Crystal,

8887

Auct y-k 1923

Commercial Lease

LD

LEASING CENTER

SANTA MONICA

(310) 899-9580

CENTURY WEST PROPERTIES
EXCEPTIONAL WESTSIDE RENTALS

1437 SEVENTH STREET, SUITE 200

COMPLEMENTARY RENTAL LIST &
LEASING CONSULTATION
WALK-INS WELCOME 10AM — 6PM DAILY
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SANTA MANICA

’01 TOYOTA AVALON
TOYOTA CERTIFIED
Leather, Moonroof & Much More
(X14152527)

’01 TOYOTA 4RUNNER
TOYOTA CERTIFIED
12K miles (20258224)

’01 SIENNA XLE
TOYOTA CERTIFIED
Lthr, Fully Equipped
(24483153)

02 BMW 325i
10K Miles, Like New
(2NJ21495)

’02 TOYOTA SEQUOIA
TOYOTA CERTIFIED
Limited, Super Clean
(28090449)

’01 TOYOTA PRIUS
TOYOTA CERTIFIED
Rare Find (10036045)

’96 JEEP GRAND
CHEROKEE

LOADED w/ extras
(TC153347)

’98 TOYOTA 4RUNNER
LIMITED, auto, leather, loaded
(0058384)

832 Santa Monica Blvd.
800-944-4157

LAcarGUYcom

DRUM LESSONS in your
home! Great w/children & be-

ginners, first lesson FREE! Call
Tom (310)422-2699.

DO YOU HAVE SERIOUS
ACNE?

Patients will be paid $500.00
for
6 visits over 6 months.
Looking for women between
the ages of 14-45 with seri-
ous acne who could partici-
pate in an FDA clinical study.
Women cannot be on
accutane or Retin-A.

All medication,
physicals and visits are
Free. No insurance is neces-
sary and all is confidential.
Interested participants
should contact Christine
@(323)937-7811

GEORGETOWN LAKE MT De-
luxe 4 bdrm overlooking pristine
mountain lake.  Blue ribbon
fishery. Minutes from Jack Nick-
laus golf course. Hike, boat,
swim, horseback ride. Wildlife
galore. Stunning sunset views.
$1200 per week. (310) 899-
3777

3RD STREET PROMENADE
Apts. Ocean views, remodeled

units 1+1, $1500-$2000, 2+2
$2100-$2500. 1453 3rd Street.
MOVE IN SPECIALS!
(310)862-1000.

(asa Loma Apartment
101 Dudley Ave. Venice

NOW LEASING!
Steps to the beach
Singles and Studios
$695.00 to $1095.00

MOVE IN SPECIAL
FIRST MONTH FREE!
(Requires S.D. & 1 yr. lease)
1-888-399-1166

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Compa-
ny. 2111 Wilshire Blvd. Santa
Monica, CA 90403.

NEW STUDIO Apartments
available. $1075-$1345.  Six
blocks to beach. Promenade
area! (310)656-0311

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

2802 Santa Monica Bivd.

310-828-7525
SALES - RENTALS

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

RENTALS AVAILABLE
NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA MONICA
1249 Lincoin $850

Lower single, parking,
fridge & stove, near Wilshire

918 4th st. $1250
New carpet & blinds, laundry
room, near Montana Ave.

927 3rd St. $1300
Upper 1 bed, garage includ-
ed, new carpet, blinds, & tile

OFFICE SPACE
2918 S.M. Blvd. 3525

Small 2nd floor space,
approx. 230 SF, 1 parking,
flex terms

2808 S.M. Bivd. 3600
Ground floor rear office,
approx 300 SF, 1 parking

1247 Lincoln 3695
2nd floor, 3 room office,
near Wilshire, approx 450 SF

BRENTWOOD
WLA/MAR VISTA

10908 S.M. Bivd
West LA, $800
Lower single, new carpet,
fridge & stove, near UCLA

1234 Wellesley,
West LA $1100
Lower 1 bed, remodeled unit:
granite counters, new floors

FOR MORE LISTINGS G0 TO

WWW ROQUE-MARK COM

SANTA MONICA  $745/mo.
Prime location North of Wil-
shire. Bachelor, paid utilities
open Saturday & Sunday 10am-
1pm. 917 Lincoln A-1.
(310)395-1495.

SANTA MONICA: $1275, 2+2,
vinyl, laundry, blinds, new paint,
near frwy, parking.
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA: $1150, guest
house, loft style, r/s, carpet,
quiet, skylights, util. included.
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA
OFFICES

SANTA MONICA: $1295, tri-
plex, 1+1 carpet, quiet,yard, re-
modeled kitchen, utilities includ-
ed.
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA: $1400, 2+1,
pet ok, r/s, balcony, marble
kitchen, berber carpet, safe.
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA: $2050, 3+2,
hardwood floors, laundry, quiet,
remodeled, gated, safe.
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA: $750, studio,

great location, near beach,
parking included, month to
month.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA: $995, 1+1,
lower, pet ok, laundry. safe lo-
cation, near frwy,parking includ-
ed.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

Houses For Rent

MARINA DEL REY ADJ.
“Charming 1920's California
Mission Style” 2 large bed-
rooms 1 bath + separate bonus
room & storage. Hardwood
floors, fireplace, shutters. Beau-
tifully landscaped front and
back yard. Security, completely
gated property. Perfect condi-
tion, enclosed garage + 3 car
parking $2250/mo. 1 year
lease. (310)826-7960.

SANTA MONICA: $1500, tri-
plex, 2+1, lower, pet ok, r/s,
yard, carpet, hardwood floors,
parking.
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

Roommates

SANTA MONICA: $450, shared
apartment, private room, hard-
wood floors, large rooms, laun-
dry, parking.
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA:$500, shared
condo, private room, r/s, balco-
ny, near SMC, gated parking.
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

Commercial Lease

T H AR TR K
12041
JEFFERSON
BOULEVARD

1350 8.1
$1250 month
(3101 827-3873

a0 2

or :
(3231 B10-5756

+ CHARMING MEDITERRANEAN STYLE
* NEAR PROMENADE - WINDOWS OPEN
* GARDEN COURTYARD BUILDING

+ TELEPHONE SYSTEM INCLUDED

* NEW PAINT AND CARPET

* FURNISHED AVAILABLE

* SHORT OR LONG TERM

* PARKING INCLUDED

*2TO 4 ROOMS

* AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY

310.395.4620

$1450.00 AND UP

ARIZONA & Lincoln ground
floor offices $500/mo. T-1 DSL,
Carpets, utilities. Share rest-
room w/other Women (310)428-
3988.

FOR RENT office suite in Santa
Monica w/use of ammenties.
175 sq. ft. $700/mo. (310)396-
9310 ext. 107.

MDR ADJ: 2 offices in newer
building 389 sq. ft. $550, 621
sq. ft. $800. (310)390-7487.

MDR SHARE space. New suite,
4 space in small Law Firm. Law
Library, Conference Room, Re-
ceptionist, Copier, DSL, Parking
Available, 90 Freeway close.
Starting at $750. (310)553-
0756.

SANTA MONICA retail store for
lease. 1740 Ocean Park Blvd.
Approx. 600 sg/ft. remodeled,
skylights, finished concrete
floors, a/c. Good for clothing, art
or books. $1500/mo. (310)753-
2621.

SM/OCEAN PARK: room avail-
able in well located Chiropractic
& Acupuncture office 3 days
per/wk  $500/mo.  Jasmine
(310)392-9596.

S.M. $1725.00 On 18th near
SM Blvd. 2bdrm, 1.5ba. Town-
house. Intercom entry, Applian-
ces, wetbar, fireplace, private
patio, 2-car garage. Info:
(310)828-4481.

SANTA  MONICA  $1100/mo
1BDRM + den, gas paid, appli-
ances, NO pets, parking. 2535
Kansas Ave., #105 Santa Mon-
ica, CA 90424. Manager in
#101

NON-SMOKING SWF desires

SANTA MONICA North of Wil-
shire $1500/mo. 2 bedroom 1

oo e rt r o spart Gl s guge ey SR MONCR STaET
(760)409-7376. e Shared  patio,quiet (3101451- i, (326)32;14;2.' b thing
LT IT S ;
o o omfi i
ENJOY LIFE ON THE 3RD STREET PROMENADE YoURRt Sportmont
IVE/WORK SPACE :: :f“ o

GREAT L

TR T a8 0n 1

e e B g AT

NOW LEASING

A0 Y 1

M WATH STADIUM SEATING = ROOFT AND L& EMTER + 'EL REING
FLIRNIS HED CORPORATE SLITES AVAILABLE THROUGH CITRUS SUITES - CALL 310.%43. 7200

All backed by the Archstone 5eal of Service™
including the 100% Move-in Satisfaction Guarantee,

ARCHSTONE SANTA MONICA

a

= b A, A, 0 i RACL

- ARCHSTONE SANTA MONICA APARTMENTS

Walk to the Beach @ Pedestrian Lifestyle ¢ Beautiful Studio Apts. from $1,100 per month

310-394-9833 —

MAITRCRCLITAM Paritie

425 Broadweay | Santa Monica
310943 7213

santamonicalarchstonesmith. com ARCHSTONE

Archs

[P — sneCommunities. com

*One year lease minimum term. Utilities, Stove, & Refrigerator included.
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NAL G Con

Specializing

in Leasing
& Selling
Office &
Industrial
Buildings

310-440-8500 x.104

WILSHIRE BLVD. in Santa
Monica from 500 sqg/ft & up. Re-
tail  $2.75/per sqgft. Office
$1.85/per sqft. Surrounded by
many buildings such as St
Johns, UCLA & Santa Monica
Hospital. Call (310)285-0499.

YOUR AD
HERE

ADVERTISE!!!

Christina S. Porter
Senior Associate

Santa Monica Daily
Press Classifieds

310.458.7737

COMMERCIAL

Residential Remodel
HONEST & RELIABLE
FREE ESTIMATES

cEESEgReESE e

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

A1 CONSTRUCTION, framing,

drywall, electrical. 30 years in
this area. Free estimate.
(310)475-0497 or (310)415-
7134.

AGAPE ESTATES
Pride of Ownership
Homes and Units
Realtor and Developer
Call Today
310-745-4847

Buy or Sell Tomorrow

Real Estate Wanted

MOTIVATED BUYER: | buy
houses, any area, any price,
any condition .
Call (310)422-4933 .

[ Wassage |

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
Energy balancing. Strictly non-
sexual. Introductory specials
from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, L.M.T.
(310)749-0621

MASSAGE PAY ANYTHING
YOU WANT (EXPIRES
NOVEMBER. 2003) EN-
JOY a really great, amazing
and wonderful full body
massage. Swedish, deep-
tissue. (Platonic only!) 1-
4/hrs.  Will come to you.
24/7 Cute, slim, fit, petite
mature chocolate. 14 years
experience. Female driver
wanted asap. Dolly
(310)358-6535.

OCEAN THERAPY: nice relax-
ing massage Spanish & Asian
Staff (310)899-3709.

OLIVIA FULL body massage.
Smooth, thorough, divinely re-
laxing by beautiful, mature
woman. Professional & licensed
$120/hr. $80/ 1/2 hr. (310)915-
5519.

REVITALIZE & Rejuvenate.
Body, Mind & Spirit with a ther-
apeutic  Swedish/Deep-tissue
massage. Laura (310)394-2923
(310)569-0883.

STRONG & SOOTHING Swed-
ish & Deep-Tissue body work.
Only $40/70min. Non-sexual.
Paul: (310)741-1901.

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong
and tender relaxing bodywork
by mature European. Professio-
nal Lady Sonja (310)397-0433.

BEST MOVERS

No job too small
2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR

Fully insured. We make it EZ.
Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193

BOOKEEPING SERVICES for
small businesses and individu-
als. Quickbooks, MYOB and Mi-
crosoft Money. Reasonable
Rates. (310)876-0363.

“ JROMNMAN
Heruhamin Serdce .‘;
323.041.9T47

L i [wemig & M

B.C. HAULING clean-up; all
types big truck; hydrolic liftgate
-small truck. No Saturdays.
(310)714-1838.

DISCOUNT GRANITE COUN-
TER TOPS $199-$200, 26 1/2”
x 96”. Great colors, same cost
as tile. (310)985-1285.

DENTAL
EMERGENCY?

e Evening hours + emergency services
® Root Canals, Crowns, Veneers

© 20+ years of experience

e UCLA Graduate

e Most insurances accepted

o Cosmetic Dentistry

Dr. David Taft, DDS
310-315-3676

UCLA Parkside Medical

2428 SANTA MONICA BLVD., SUITE 303 * SANTA MONICA

THERAPEUTIC ASIAN mas-
sage $49/hr. 1227 Lincoln #201
Santa Monica (323)630-9506.
Appointment only.

COPPER REPIPE SPECIALIST

LOW WATER PRESSURE? RUSTY
UNSAFE WATER? GETTING SCALDED?
We specialize in Copper Repipe of
private homes & apartments. Call us!
Senior Citizen Discount

FREE Estimates
1-877-379-9455

SOL'S PLUMBING

E WATER HEATER

Lic#767143 Bonded & Ins.
LL WORK IS GUARANTEED
ALWAYS A CLEAN QUALITY JOB!

——mmm—m

————a

PICTURE FRAMES custom
made by professional (310)980-
674.

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,
unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and
other homes/office paper
management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL
ORGANIZER!
Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE,
Swedish, Accupressure,
Deep-tissue, Sports Mas-
sage, Reflexology. For apt
call Tracy at (310)435-0657.

Yard Sales

VENICE HIGH School flea mar-
ket. 13000 Venice Blvd., Los
Angeles, CA. Antiques, toys,
crafts, collectibles, jewelry,
clothes.December 13TH  sec-
ond Saturday each month.
9am-4pm. Free admission &
free parking. Vendor informa-
tion call (310)390-5851.

Health/Beauty

HAIRCUT WITH

THIS AD

man{r A
opriia

Childesn Pickalts

HEAD SHOTS. Price includes
shoot fee, contact sheets, nega-
tives & expenses. $250.
www.randphoto.net  (310)395-
0147.

HOME THEATER AND MUSIC:
system design, installing and
troubleshooting. 16 years expe-
rience with audio/video sys-
tems, satellite, cable, telephone
and computer networks.
(310)450-6540.

“JENNY CAN CLEAN-IT”
fast, reliable. We take care of
your cleaning, own transporta-
tion. $40 (818)705-0297.

KIM'S CHRISTMAS TREES

Finest Quality and Service

We offer tree removal.
Call for an appointment.
»

(310) 828-5467

Brainstorm for the New Year
50% Holiday Discount to all callers

Business Brainstorm Sessions

GBULLION GREY  cat for freo

lnnovative Essentials

business

Turfing Padsibdlity inte Profitable Reality

19452-0851

report

Cm’ife

in Santa Monlca
The Power to Amaze Yourself.™

GET 50% OFF THE
SERVICE FEE

Offer valid 7/15/03 thru 11/30/03

1335 B 4th St.
310-917-1371

Have Fun Getting
FIT By the BEACH

Feel Better...Lose Weight...Improve your Health!

Inquire About Our Way to
Wellness Program! Exercise,
Eating & Stress Management ...
All'In One Great Program!

Located at the Loews
Santa Monica Beach Hotel

310-842-5657

TAI CHI/I-CHIUNG classes in
Santa Monica call for info.
(626)429-6360.

MARCO TELECOM: Phone
jacks, installation & repair. Re-
wiring phone line, splitting busi-
ness. (310)301-1926, pager:
(310)351-7673.

"1 Ocean Oasis
A Medieat Dasy Sta o Wanen

Factis + Zoga + Fiats  Tnersgentic Massage
Pecgnany & Tos pregnancy sevice
BRING IN A FRIEND AND SHE'S FREE!
(310) 458-8190

Dr. Lisa Masterson, M.D.

1333 Ocean Avenue in Sauta Wonica

Personals

Fast

dater

A MINULE Haesag
FASTDATER.COM HAS
REVOLUTIONIZED THE WAY
PEOPLE DATE TODAY!
Have you had it with blind dates? Then
FastDater is for you! Participants even
tell us it feels like you are on a game
show — dating finally made fun!
NEXT EVENT:

January 5th @ 7 pm
WORLD CAFE IN SANTA MONICA

RSVP’s Required
LOG ONTO www.fastdater.com

Talk to a Model 24hrs.
310-786-8400
818-264-1906
213-259-1902
949-722-2222

$15/15 min.
CC/Check OK
www.USLove.com

TOWN & Country Builder. Ma-
sonry work, concrete, drive-
ways, brick, stone wall, patio,
tile. State/Lic. 441191 (310)578-
7108.

NBM CONSTRUCTION
Room Additions, Remodel,
Electric, Plumbing, Carpentry
(888) 420-5866

Lic#745354

NOTICETO
READERS:

California law requires that
contractors taking jobs that
total $500 or more (labor or
materials) be licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board. State law also requires
that contractors include their
license number on all
advertising. You can check the
status of your licensed
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov
or 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed
contractors taking jobs that
total less than $500 must state
in their advertisements that
they are not licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board.

PAINTER/DESIGNER ~ CHIL-
DREN'S ROOM, COMMER-
CIAL & RESIDENTIAL. Also art
instruction. Ted. (310)936-5129.

PAINTING TOP QUALITY A&A
custom,Interior And Exterior .
Free Quote. Jeff Arrieta
(310)560-9864.

SEX THERAPY Enhance re-
lationships, intimacy & de-
sire. Surrogates & Training
available. AASECT Cert.
Bryce Britton, MS (310)450-
5553

WALLPAPER REMOVAL &
INSTALLATION
wall texture/ painting Glenn’s
Wallpaper Service. Get Ready
For The Holidays
(310)686-8505.

‘When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!

NED PARKER
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured - Lic#658-486
PAINTING * CARPENTRY « ROOFING
CONCRETE * ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869

Business Services

HOW can you get the power
of email working for your
business?

Great Big Noise
www.greatbignoise.com

Computer Services

COMPUTER HELP: Your office
or home. Typing, tutorial, Micro-
soft Word, Excel, Access, inter-
net navigation, software instal-
lation. Also, notary public serv-
ices. (310)207-3366

LA TECHNICAL SERVICE spe-
cializing in wired/wireless net-
works,  software, hardware,
websites, training, courseware
& relational databases 10% off
for new customer (310)948-
3014.

MAC & PC repairs tutoring,
software & hardware wireless
networking. Upgrade, phone (in
house)support.
www.concepts.org
(310)902-6001
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PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

Hall and Oates hailed as heroes by music industry

By The Associated Press

B NEW YORK — Daryl Hall and John Oates, Ruben
Blades and Nile Rodgers have been deemed “heroes” by
the Recording Academy for their musical contributions.

The artists, along with BMI President Frances
Preston, songwriting team Barry Mann and Cynthia
Weil, and rapper-producer Timbaland, were to be feted
Thursday by the New York chapter of the Recording
Academy at the eighth annual Heroes Awards.

The Recording Academy hands out the annual
Grammy Awards. The Heroes Awards honor the
achievements of “outstanding individuals whose cre-
ative talents and accomplishments cross all musical
boundaries and who are integral to the vitality of the
music community.”

Rodgers, the producer/songwriter and former member
of the disco group Chic, said in a statement: “Especially
as a New Yorker, receiving the New York chapter of the
NARAS Heroes Award is one of the coolest things that’s
happened in my long-standing career.”

Timbaland, who has produced artists ranging from
Missy Elliott to Justin Timberlake, will receive a special
Heroes Impact Award, given for special achievement in
the early stages of an individual’s career.

B NEW YORK — Michael Jackson’s parents say he’s
innocent of the child molestation allegations against him,
and have offered to adopt his children if they’re taken
away from him.

“Some people are trying to accuse him of being a
pedophile, and that is not true,” Katherine Jackson said
in an interview airing at 10 p.m. EST Friday on ABC’s
€20/20.”

“You know he was strong, he said, ‘Mother, don’t

worry, it’s not the truth,”” Mrs. Jackson said. “But I told
him you don’t know these wicked people, the people are
just mean and wicked.”

“Knowing Michael, as a father, I know that he does-
n’t do things like that,” Joe Jackson added. “His mother
knows it, t0o.”

The pop singer was booked Nov. 20 on suspicion of
molesting a boy at his Neverland Ranch outside Santa
Barbara, Calif. He has denied the allegations and was
released on $3 million bail. He has not been charged.

In the interview, which is part of a documentary air-
ing Monday night in the United Kingdom on ITV,
Jackson’s parents said they hoped authorities wouldn’t
take the singer’s three children away from him.

When asked whether they would try to adopt the two
boys and a girl if that happens, his mother answered,
“Oh yes. Oh yes.”

Joe Jackson added, “Well ... they’re my grandkids. I
have to.”

B LOS ANGELES — Snoop Dogg’s mother and
rapper Daz Dillinger’s wife have sued Marion “Suge”
Knight for allegedly slandering them in a song he pro-
duced.

Beverly Green and Maria Watkins filed the lawsuit
against the rap mogul Tuesday in Superior Court.

They claim the song “Tha Row,” from the movie
soundtrack for “Dysfunktional Family,” contains graph-
ic lyrics saying Knight was sleeping with Watkins, the
wife of rapper Delmar “Daz” Dillinger Arnaud.

The lyrics said Knight fathered her unborn child, a
claim which resulted in Arnaud divorcing his wife and
insisting on a paternity test, according to the lawsuit.

The song also states that Knight was sleeping with
Green, a Baptist minister who’s Snoop Dogg’s mother

and Arnaud’s aunt.

Watkins and Green claim Knight is retaliating against
them after Arnaud sued Knight in civil court.

Knight, the co-founder of the pioneering rap label
Death Row Records, is serving a 10-month prison sen-
tence for violating his parole and striking a Hollywood
nightclub valet.

A call to Knight’s lawyer and publicist after hours
Wednesday was not returned.

The women seek damages for slander and intentional
infliction of emotional distress and a temporary restrain-
ing order against the defendants, claiming that agents of
Knight have threatened them over the telephone.

The lawsuit also names as defendants Knight’s
record label, Tha Row, music publisher Warner/Chappel
Music, Inc., Miramax Films and the songwriters, among
others.

B NEW YORK — Zooey Deschanel and Jake
Gyllenhaal, who played discontented discount store
employees last year in the independent film “The Good
Girl,” will team up again to co-host the Sundance Film
Festival Awards.

The ceremony is scheduled to air live from Park City,
Utah, on the Sundance Channel at 9 p.m. EST Jan. 24.

The 2004 Sundance Film Festival is set for Jan. 15-25.
Among the films playing are “The Woodsman,” starring
husband-and-wife Kevin Bacon and Kyra Sedgwick, and
“We Don’t Live Here Anymore,” with Mark Ruffalo,
Laura Dern, Peter Krause and Naomi Watts.

Deschanel, 23, stars with Will Ferrell in the
Christmas comedy “Elf.” Gyllenhaal, 22, has appeared
in films including “Donnie Darko” and “Moonlight
Mile.” His sister, actress Maggie Gyllenhaal, hosted the
2003 Sundance awards with Steve Zahn.

DID YOU KNOW?: Kenneth Edmonds was nicknamed ‘Babyface’ by funk guitarist Bootsy Collins.

SANTA MONICA RESIDENTS ...

SANTA MONICA FORD HAS

We are currently the #!1 volume Ford dealership in the U.S.A. *based on a combination
of retail and fleet sales and to maintain this distinction we MUST not lose your business.

It is imperative you contact us before you purchase that next Ford.

55000 Rebate & 54000 Discount w1257

If you purchase elsewhere ...
you probably paid too much!

VOLUME FORD

DEALER IN THE U.S.A.*

4 0il Change & 0il Filter Replacement

4 Lube Hinges, Latches & Applicable Chassis Parts

¢ Silicone Protection of Window Weather Strips

@ Check Fluid Levels & Top Off to Factory Specifications
@ Inspect Cooling System, Hoses & Belts

4 Check Running Lights for Proper Operation

@ Check Suspension System

4 Inspect Exhaust System for Corrosion

@ Inspect & Rotate Tires, Adjust Pressures

4 Multi-Point Inspection Report Card

Good through December 31st, 2003. Must present coupon at time of write up.
Excludes diesels & HD “E” & “F” series vehicles/OP code PMinor.

SANTA MONICA @ZZ% 1230 Santa Monica Blvd.  310.451-1588




