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Your

at YOUR HOME OR OURS
1433 Wilshire Boulevard, at 15th Street
310-394-1131 | OPEN 24 HOURS

OPEN 24 HOURS CHRISTMAS & NEW YEARS

Book your In Home Design
Consultation today!

Selling the Westside since 1999

J.D. Songstad, Realtor

310-571-3441

www.MrWestside.com

JD@MrWestside.com
Lic# 01269119

Get $400 off your Windows! *

Call Today!

www.americanreliablewindows.com  | 310-720-7280

*Tax not included.

*3 window minimum requirement

• Change out your current windows with Energy Efficient windows in one day

• 0% financing available  • Increase your homes value and build equity

• Rated AAA with BBB   • Best price guarantee 

• Life time warranty from the world's best window company

BY DAVID MARK SIMPSON
Daily Press Staff Writer

SMMUSD HDQRTRS The six remaining
members of the Board of Education will
have at least a few names to choose from
when appointing a seventh in January.

Former board candidate Jake Wachtel,
recently unseated Boardmember Ralph
Mechur, and Lincoln Middle School PTA
President Jon Kean have filed or plan to file
applications to fill the vacant seat.

Former Boardmember Ben Allen was
elected to the State Senate last month and, as
a result, announced his resignation from the
board. His term has two years left on it and
the Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School
District plans to fill his seat through a public
appointment, which will occur in January
and - barring protest - be finalized in
February.

At least four members of the board will
have to approve the appointment of the new
member.

Interested candidates have until Dec. 18
to apply.

Jake Wachtel placed eighth out of eight
candidates in the 2010, pulling in just over
6,000 votes.

“I filed the very last day,” he said.
“Nobody knew who I was. Even my own
neighbors said they were going to vote for
this guy Jake because there were signs on the
street and I said, 'I'm Jake.' I basically went
from zero to 60.”

He's stayed involved, he said, and has
served as a PTA President at Grant
Elementary. He worked previously as a
coach and a teacher.

Wachtel considered running in this year's
election, and even pulled the necessary
paperwork but ultimately declined because
he had some professional obligations and
because he wanted to help support his
daughter, who was transitioning to middle
school.

“When you're talking about a time where
there are many challenges and people very

BY MATTHEW HALL
Editor-in-Chief

SMMOA Kids telling cops about art — in a
nutshell, that's what happened on Dec. 6
during the “Art Tours: Teens and Officers”
program at the Santa Monica Museum of
Art. However, contained within the starkly

simple premise was an interactive art per-
formance designed to build community,
challenge conventional thinking and high-
light the power of art to prompt change.

Through Dec. 13, the museum is hosting
“Citizen Culture: Artists and Architects
Shape Policy,” an exhibit that combines art,
politics and education. It features the work

of artists, architects, designers, creative
thinkers, and collectives who have reshaped
public policy using aesthetic strategies in
multiple cities and countries.

Asuka Hisa, Director of Education and
Public Programs at the Museum said the

BY DAVID MARK SIMPSON
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL After 16 years as a member of
City Council, Kevin McKeown is the mayor
of Santa Monica.

Tony Vazquez will serve as the mayor pro
tempore for a year and will take mayoral seat
from McKeown at the end of next year.
Vazquez will serve for one year. He will
become the first Latino mayor of Santa
Monica.

Ted Winterer will serve as mayor pro tem-
pore in the second year.

The unanimous vote was the first for
newly elected Councilmember Sue

SEE ART PAGE 9SEE SCHOOL PAGE 8

SEE MAYOR PAGE 8

Samuel Telecki  editor@smdp.com 
ART TOUR: Students from Olympic High School gave tours to police officers as part of a program at the Santa Monica Museum of Art.

McKeown named mayor
Vazquez to be mayor in second year

Several filing
for Ed Board
appointment

Teens and officers learn about each other through art 



What’s Up

Westside
OUT AND ABOUT IN SANTA MONICA

For help submitting an event, contact us at
310-458-7737 or submit to editor@smdp.com

December 11

Holidays on Vinyl
The Georgian Hotel

1415 Ocean Ave., 6 - 9 p.m.
The Georgian Hotel is inviting
residents to gather around the
hotel's classical trumpet horn
phonograph and spin back the
hands of time to the sounds of

contemporary crooners and
modern day musicians on vinyl.
The line-up includes the classics

like Bing Crosby's White
Christmas and Elvis' Christmas

Album to more recent Christmas
smashes like Kelly Clarkson's
Wrapped in Red and Michael

Buble's Christmas.

Ono'u International 
Street Art Exhibit

Le Méridien Delfina Santa
Monica

530 Pico Blvd. 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.
The exhibition will offer a unique

opportunity to discover the
island of Tahiti through photos
and time lapse videos revealing

the amazing mural art walk creat-
ed in the city center of Papeete
by some of today's living leg-

ends of the worldwide street art
scene.

Storybook reading 
and letters to Santa
Downtown Santa Monica

6 p.m.
Come listen to holiday tales and
write a letter to Jolly Old Saint
Nick. For more information call

(310) 393-8355 or visit
www.downtownsm.com.

Book into film 
discussion: “Emma”

Ocean Park Branch Library
2601 Main St. 7 p.m.

Discussions of books which

were adapted to film. The book
discussions will be followed the
next week by a screening of the

movie by the same title.

Rent Control Board
City Hall

1685 Main St. 7 p.m.
Regular meeting. Visit

www.smgov.net/rentcontrol for
more information. 

Classic Movie: How to
Marry a Millionaire (1953)

Main Library
601 Santa Monica Blvd. 3 p.m.
Lauren Bacall, Betty Grable and

Marilyn Monroe headline this
fizzy 1953 comedy classic, in
which a trio of New York mod-

els, tired of the cheap dates they
usually get stuck with, hatch a

plan to attract and marry million-
aires. (95 min)

Free Fitness Talks
Show Up Fitness
1207 4th St #150
7:30 - 8:30 p.m.

Weekly talks focus on fitness
and nutrition related subjects
including diabetes, heart dis-

ease, Physical Therapy, and neu-
roscience. Social mixer and talks

are free. 

December 12

Malibu choir performance
Bank of Books Malibu

29169 Heathercliff Road #109, 
1 p.m.

Malibu High School Choir per-
forms holiday music at the Point
Dume Village Christmas tree. 20

percent of all sales from 1-3
p.m. goes to MHS choir. 
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WHEN BAD THINGS HAPPEN
TO GOOD PEOPLE BECAUSE
OF THE CARELESSNESS OR
NEGLIGENCE OF OTHERS.

Free Consultation
Over $25 Million Recovered

• CATASTROPHIC PERSONAL INJURIES

• WRONGFUL DEATH

• MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS

• BICYCLE ACCIDENTS

• SPINAL CORD INJURIES

• TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURIES

• DOG BITES

• TRIP & FALLS

310.392.3055
www.lemlelaw.com

Robert Lemle

You Pay Nothing Until
Your Case Is Resolved

Make the
Right Move! 
If not now,
when? 
14 years helping 
Sellers and Buyers 
do just that.

SEE LISTINGS PAGE 3
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BACK TAXES • BOOKKEEPING • SMALL BUSINESS

(310) 395-9922
SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA

1000 Wilshiree Blvd.,, Suitee 1800 Santaa Monicaa 90401

TAXES
ALL FORMS • ALL TYPES • ALL STATES

Broadway
Wine & Spirits

(310) 394-8257
1011 Broadway | Santa Monica, CA 90401

Holiday Cheer Package!
Something for everyone at the party!

1800 Tequila 750ml and

Ciroc Amaretto 750 ml 
..........................................$39.99+ tx/crv

Great

Package

Deal!

Huge Selection
of Craft Beers!

It's a Wonderful Life 
Radio Stage Play

First United Methodist Church of
Santa Monica
1008 11th St.

Times vary
Join the All Community Theater
(A.C.T.) at First UMC for their

encore rendition of It's a
Wonderful Life. Done as a 1940s
style radio stage play complete
with commercials and even the

Andrew Sisters, the classic story
of George Bailey and how his

guardian angel Clarence Odbody
saves his life and wins his wings is

retold with all the heart and
warmth of the movie from which it
is lovingly adapted. Tickets avail-

able at
http://santamonicaumc.org/#/mus

ic-theater/theater-act.
Performances are Dec. 12 at 7

p.m., Dec. 13: 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.,
Simkins Hall.

Kids on Stage
Morgan-Wixson Theatre

2627 Pico Blvd., 6:15 p.m.
Kids On Stage Teen Master

Troupe Players Presents The 25th
Annual Putnam County Spelling
Bee. The show centers on a fic-
tional spelling bee contest where
six quirky adolescents compete in
a bee that is run by three equally

quirky grown-ups. Suitable for
audience ages 5 and older. Adults
$10; Kids 16 & under $5; Lap sit-

ters Free (2 and under). 

Virginia Ave Park
Community Posada

Pico Branch Library
2201 Pico Blvd. 5 - 8 p.m.

Join the Virginia Avenue Park
Community for the annual Posada
procession starting at 5 pm, fol-

lowed by a performance of a
Pastorela Play culminating with

refreshments and piñata.
Programa bilingüe.

Books for Cooks
Montana Avenue Branch library
1704 Montana Ave. 4 - 5 p.m.

Kitchen Kid presents winter sto-
ries and a lesson on cooking.
Ages 4-8. Limited space. Call
(310) 458-8682 to register. 

Word I (MS Office 2010)
Main Library

601 Santa Monica Blvd. 
12 - 1 p.m.

Introduction to using Microsoft
Word 2010 to create and format
basic documents. Intermediate
level. Seating is first come, first
served. For more information,

please visit the Reference Desk or
call (310) 434-2608.

Guest House Docent Tour 
Annenberg Community Beach

House
415 Pacific Coast Highway, 11

a.m.
Free, docent-led tours of the

Marion Davies Guest House begin
at 11 a.m., 12 p.m. and 1 p.m. No

reservations needed.

December 13

Organic gardening 
workshop

Pico Branch Library
2201 Pico Blvd. 12 - 2 p.m.

Join organizers for a workshop on
Organic Gardening lead by master
gardener and Zero Waste ambas-
sador Emi Carvell. Space is limited
and registration is required, please
email oneiemi@earthlink.net or call

the library to save your spot.

Bookmaking Workshop
1704 Montana Ave. 

11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Create marbled paper, make an

accordion book or card, and cover
with the paper. Workshop led by

artist Debra Disman.

Clothing & Textile Recycling
City Yards

2500 Michigan Ave. 
9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Recycle all dry unwearable cloth-
ing, towels, bedding, shoes, and

other textiles at this drop-off
event. Residents are encouraged
to take reusable goods to any of
the many charities benefiting the

Santa Monica area. A reuse guide
is available at www.smgov.net/r3.

Pub Crawl
City wide

5 p.m.
Bars and restaurants will raise
money for those in need during

the holidays through a partnership
with Westside Food Bank. With an
official SMPC wristband you will

receive drink and food specials at
the participating locations. Visit
www.santamonicapubcrawl.com
for more information. Admission:

$12-$25

Hail Mary grand opening
Hail Mary boutique and denim bar

2665 Main St. 5 - 9 p.m.
There will be a lineup of great

music featuring Ralicke, amazing
drinks  by Ole Smokey Tennessee
Moonshine and fun people to cele-

brate with.

A Christmas Carol Read-
Along

The Christian Institute
1308 2nd St. 5:30 p.m.

Participate in an entertaining holi-
day tradition: the annual group

reading of Charles Dickens'
beloved classic “A Christmas

Carol.” You're invited to take a
turn reading aloud a passage from
the master text, to “read along” in
your own copy, or to simply close
your eyes and listen to the story
teller. Approximately three hours.

Come and go as you please.
Refreshments to follow.

Roosevelt Elementary
Holiday Boutique

Roosevelt Elementary School
801 Montana Ave. 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
More than 25 community vendors

will be there with products and
services. 20% of sales will be
donated to the Santa Monica

Education Foundation, which pro-
vides art and language programs. 

Friends annual 
Holiday Book Sale 
Kaufman Brentwood 

Branch Library
11820  San Vicente Blvd., 

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Take advantage of this opportunity
to shop for holiday gifts at bargain
prices and help the library as well.
There will be a large selection of
books in a variety of categories.

Unsold books will be available for
purchase through Dec. 31.  For
more information, call (310) 575-

8273.

Book events
Bank of Books Malibu

29169 Heathercliff Road #109,
Storytime with Mr. Steve from St.
Aidan's Preschool at 10:30 a.m.,
Dr. Nancy Merrick discusses and
signs Among Chimpanzees: Field
Notes from the Race to Save Our

Endangered Relatives at 2 p.m.

Holiday workshop 
and Repair Café

1450 Ocean
11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Repair stations include: Bikes,
Archival Book Repair, Acoustic
Guitars, Jewelry, Smartphones,
Sewing and Small Appliances.

Large item drop off zone right in
front of the building. If you have
something broken you'd like to
learn how to fix, bring it over. If
you know how to fix something

and would like to volunteer, please
send email to

recycling@smgov.net. Visit
smgov.net/1450ocean for more

information.

LISTINGS
FROM PAGE 2
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OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters 
we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to editor@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.

Using Lincoln
Editor

I read with great interest the article entitled, “Living
On Lincoln” by Killeen Pilon (SMDP, Dec. 8). I'm an avid
bicyclist who rides for both pleasure and transporta-
tion. I live just off the intersection of Ocean Park and
Lincoln Blvds., very near Ms. Pillon's senior residence. I
must travel both north and south along Lincoln Blvd.
every day. Whereas I would love to obey the bicycle
regulations and stay in the street, I find this to be
unreasonably dangerous, especially at certain times of
the day and night. I've tried to find an alternative route
through the residential neighborhoods to the west and
east of Lincoln Blvd., but both present nearly impossi-
ble problems due to steep hills, parks, discontinuous or
circuitous street design, the Interstate 10, and other
similar impediments. Also, I think it is unreasonable of
Ms. Pilon to think of the Lincoln corridor as a “neigh-
borhood,” which she obviously does. Along almost its
entire length from Sepulveda Blvd. in the south to
Wilshire Blvd. to the north, Lincoln Blvd. represents a
supremely busy arterial expressway full of commercial
businesses of all descriptions. It can hardly be con-
strued as a neighborhood. It seems that Ms. Pilon
wants to redesign Lincoln Blvd. to meet her own indi-
vidual needs. I feel her position be unrealistic. 

James R. Brennan
Santa Monica

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send comments to editor@smdp.com 
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SANTA MONICA HAS ITS OWN NUTCRACKER!
Westside Ballet of Santa Monica, now in its
fifth decade, returns to the Broad Stage, in col-
laboration with Santa Monica College
Symphony, to present the holiday dance clas-
sic, from Dec. 13 - 21, nine performances only.

Comprised primarily of dancers from
Santa Monica and surrounding communi-
ties, featured performers include Westside
Ballet alumnae Joy Womack, now an inter-
national ballet star with Kremlin Ballet
Theatre, and Lyrica Blankfein, currently
touring with “Little Dancer,” soon to appear
on Broadway.

For information and tickets visit
www.westsideballet.com. The Broad Stage is
located at 1310 11th Street.

'TIS THE SEASON FOR DOCUMENTARIES
There are two terrific documentaries

opening tomorrow.
“Monk with a Camera” is a moving med-

itation on the life and work of photographer
and Tibetan Buddhist monk (now Abbot)
Nicholas Vreeland, grandson of fashion
icon, Diana Vreeland (Vogue magazine).

And “She's Beautiful When She's Angry,”
is a truly edifying, entertaining and historic
overview of the feminist movement.

“She's Beautiful” was an eye opener for
me. It's funny how when you're living
through an era such as the 60s and 70s, you
can't really get the big picture or see the
impact of the history unfolding around you.
Growing up in this period, confronting many
of the same issues they did, I personally felt
the fights that feminists fought on my behalf
while fighting my own battles in my own way.

Notwithstanding the suffragette move-
ment, with its more-than-century-old histo-
ry that took decades to give women the right
to vote, it's easy to forget how new the rights
that feminism brought us really are, how rel-
atively quickly the changes came to pass-
and how threats to our liberty as women are
rearing their ugly heads again.

This film focuses on women who don't
immediately come to mind when discussing
the movement and/or women's liberation.
We all know who Gloria Steinem and the late
Betty Friedan are, but this film focuses on
unsung but crucial figures whose histories
might otherwise have been overlooked.

How many of us remember the collective
that created “Our Bodies, Ourselves,” the world-
wide phenomenon that gave women their first
glimpse into the mysteries of female anatomy?
It's still being revised and updated and contin-
ues to sell millions of copies globally.

We learn about the beginnings of NOW,
the National Organization for Women,
founded when gloves and hats were still
mandatory for proper ladies.

Sexual freedom may have been easy for
men, but birth control became the responsi-
bility of women. We meet the leaders of the
pro-choice movement, and creators of the
abortion underground during the days
when it was still illegal.

This is a really important documentary
that brings us into contact with the grass-
roots organizers of the movement and the
different factions within it.

I highly recommend “She's Beautiful
When She's Angry,” which was funded via a
Kickstarter campaign. Go see it as soon as
you can at Landmark's Nuart Theatre in
West Los Angeles. It opens on Friday for a

short run. www.landmarktheatres.com.

MONK WITH A CAMERA
While women's liberation came out of

the actions of women banding together to
change their world, Buddhism is a practice
that looks to make the world a better by
making changes from within.

Perhaps the least likely man to become
the Abbot of one of the most important
Tibetan Buddhist monasteries in exile,
Nicholas Vreeland, the son of a diplomat
who'd been raised in Europe and lived in
New York City, was a wealthy, privileged
member of high society, and a fashion dandy
who loved women.

One passion that he pursued to perfection
was photography. Through his grandmoth-
er's connections, he apprenticed with two of
the most famous photographers of his (and
all) time, Irving Penn and Richard Avedon.

With his mother facing a diagnosis of
cancer, he began to wonder whether there
was more to life than superficial pleasures,
something more spiritually fulfilling.
Following a break-in resulting in the theft of
all his camera equipment, he decided it was
a sign of a new beginning. Having met one
of the Dalai Lama's own spiritual teachers,
he began to study Buddhism.

A life-changing trip to India ultimately
brought him to a then-rundown monastery
that served as a way station for Tibetan monks
in exile, fleeing a harsh crackdown by China
which had taken control of their country.

Vreeland met the Dalai Lama, who saw
something in him and advised him to begin
his Buddhist practice in earnest at the Rato
Monastery in India. Without a camera for
many years, Vreeland focused on practicing
Buddhism and studying to become a monk.

The Dalai Lama would later tell Vreeland
he could be an important link between
Tibetan Buddhism and the Western world.
So he returned to the U.S. to study with the
Dalai Lama's now-aging master, Khyongla
Rato Rinpoche, founder of the Tibet Center
in New York.

Although Vreeland struggled with the
question of whether it was right for a monk
to take photographs, ultimately he found
both his own and his mentors' approval to
resume his art.

And it is this art that made it possible for
him to rebuild the monastery, which was
bursting at the seams. An exhibition of pic-
tures he shot at the monastery raised the
needed money for its reconstruction, with a
few bumps along the way.

Recently, the Dalai Lama appointed
Vreeland as Abbot of the Rato monastery,
making him the first Westerner in Tibetan
Buddhist history to attain such a highly
regarded position. “Monk With a Camera”
chronicles Vreeland's journey from playboy
to monk to artist.

His photos will be on view through Jan.
23 at The Royal Theatre, part of the
Laemmle “Art in the Arthouse” series; the
film opens on Friday at The Royal, 11523
Santa Monica Blvd. in West L.A.
www.laemmle.com

SSAARRAAHH  AA..  SSPPIITTZZ  spent her career as a produc-
er at public radio station KCRW-Santa Monica
and produced freelance arts reports for NPR.
She has also reviewed theatre for
LAOpeningNights.com.

Sarah A. Spitz Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Culture Watch

Holiday Potpourri

YOUR OPINION MATTERS!

SEND YOUR LETTERS TO

Santa Monica Daily Press

• Attn. Editor: • 1640 5th Street, 

Suite 218 • Santa Monica, CA 90401 

• editor@smdp.com
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ONE-WOMAN-SHOW: Monica Piper presents the story of her life through December 21.
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ARIZONA AVE.
WILSHIRE BLVD.

14TH
 ST.

15TH
 ST.★

If you don’t like what we have to say 
we will give you a copy of your 

x-rays at no charge

YOUR CHOICE

FINDING A NEW
DENTIST IS TOUGH!!!

(BUT WE MAKE IT EASY!!!)

SANTA MONICA FAMILY DENTISTRY
DR. ALAN RUBENSTE IN
1260 15th ST. SUITE #703

( 3 1 0 )  7 3 6 - 2 5 8 9
WWW.ALANRUBENSTEINDDS.COM

DENTAL CARE WITHOUT JUDGEMENT!

WE OFFER UNIQUE SERVICES
*Nitrous Oxide provided as a courtesy

*No interest payment plans
*Emergencies can be seen today

*Our dentists and staff members are easy to talk to

AND OF COURSE WE DO
-Invisalign    -Periodontist on Staff    -Oral Surgeon on Staff
-Cosmetics and Implants    -Zoom bleaching    -and more

TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

$79 EXAM
AND CLEANING

For New Patients 
INCLUDES FULL XRAYS

TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

$1 EXAM
INCLUDES 

FULL XRAYS

OR

WHEN MAY LEE DAVIS WAS LOOKING
for a pizzazzy name to reflect her ascending
career as a standup comedian, she was sud-
denly inspired by a large neon sign that iden-
tified the Santa Monica Pier. She added a
well-placed P, and just like that, May Lee
Davis became Monica Piper.

Piper is still going strong. Her latest per-
formance was commissioned by the Jewish
Women's Theater and tells the story of her
life in hilarious detail. The one-woman show
is called “Not That Jewish” and can be seen
at the JWT in its new venue at The Braid in
Santa Monica.

She talks about her father, a vaudevillian
who encouraged her by passing on his partic-
ularly Jewish shticks, and her mother, who
specialized in making chopped liver.“So when
a Jewish person asks 'What am I, chopped
liver?' The answer is 'Yes,'” Piper says.

She tells of her marriage to a blond, blue-
eyed Gentile god and her mother-in-law's
wedding invitation which announced her
handsome Harvard-educated lawyer son's
marriage to “a short Jewish girl who smokes.”

At that point, Piper says, she didn't know
which was worse, “being Jewish or being
short.”

So, after she and the god divorced, she
became an English teacher, but, she says, she
“couldn't handle the money or the prestige.”

Moving on, she studied improv with
Second City in Chicago and then, going solo,
she became one of Showtime Network's
Comedy All-Stars and landed her own Ace
Award-winning Showtime Special, “No
Monica…Just You.”

After being nominated for an American
Comedy Award as one of the top five female
comedians in the country, she went on to
write for Roseanne Barr on the hit sit-com
“Roseanne.”

She also wrote for “Mad About You”,
“Veronica's Closet”, and “Duckman”, won an

Emmy for the #1 children's animated series,
“Rugrats”, and developed and wrote series
for Nickelodeon, Disney, and Cartoon
Network.

Then, with her usual “Jew ne sais quoi”,
she married again, to another blond, blue-
eyed Gentile. “It could have worked out,” she
explains, “if he'd been an entirely different
person.”

She talks about her neighbor, whose dog
was named Get off the f-ing couch. “And
isn't that a coincidence,” she says. “Her hus-
band was named that, too.”

She talks about having a yard sale and
finding that “a blouse I had spent $100 on no
one would buy for a quarter.”

And then, with her biological clock tick-
ing, she decided, at 41, to adopt. Her son
Jake, now a young man, provides additional
spice to her story, as she tells of the chal-
lenges of being his mother and bringing him
up alone.

She also tells, with great poignancy, of the
death of her father, her mother's struggle
with Alzheimer's, and her own battle with
cancer. “So what do Jews do in times of cri-
sis?” she asks. “They complain!”

But there is little complaint from Monica
Piper. Turning adversity into comedy and
idiocy into irony, she presents her life with no
holds barred, and, despite the vexations, she
appears to have enjoyed every minute of it.

And so will you.
Monica Piper in “Not That Jewish”will con-

tinue at The Braid, 2912 Colorado Ave., #102.
In Santa Monica on Thursdays and Saturdays
at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2 and 7:30 p.m.
through Dec. 21. Call (310) 315-1400 or visit
www.jewishwomenstheatre.org, for tickets.

CCYYNNTTHHIIAA  CCIITTRROONN  has worked as a journalist,
public relations director, documentary screen-
writer and theater reviewer. She may be
reached at ccitron66@gmail.com

Cynthia Citron Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Play Time

The Piper Plays A Merry Tune
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change your water... extend your life

Drink Beyond o2 
Alkaline water and enjoy: 

– Increased energy 
– stabilized blood sugars 
– weight loss
– better digestion 
– lower cholesterol
– clear skin

Your first 5 gallons of Beyond O2
Alkaline water are free

310-664-8880 |  2209 Main St., Santa Monica, Ca., 90405  | www.beyondO2water.com

Local, Secure, and Family
run for over 30 years

(310) 450-1515
1620 14th st. Santa Monica, CA 90404
www.SantaMonicaMiniStorage.com

CITY OF SANTA MONICA
NOTICE INVITING BIDS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Santa Monica invites sealed bids for: 

BID #4172 FURNISH AND DELIVER FOURTEEN (14) NEW AND UNUSED CNG 
POWERED FORD F150 PICK-UP TRUCKS, AS REQUIRED BY FLEET MANAGEMENT.

• Submission Deadline is January 12, 2015 at 3:00 PM Pacific Time.

BID #4174 FURNISH AND DELIVER THREE (3) NEW AND UNUSED 3/4 TON 
EXTENDED CAB SERVICE BODY TRUCKS, AS REQUIRED BY FLEET MANAGEMENT.

• Submission Deadline is January 13, 2015 at 3:00 PM Pacific Time.

BID #4176 FURNISH AND DELIVER EIGHT (8) NEW AND UNUSED CHEVY SPARK 
EV 1LT VEHICLES, AS REQUIRED BY FLEET MANAGEMENT.

• Submission Deadline is January 14, 2015 at 3:00 PM Pacific Time.

The bid packets can be downloaded at:

• http://vendors.planetbids.com/SantaMonica/QuickSearch.cfm

Request for bid forms and specifications may be obtained by e-mailing your request to

Regina.Benavides@smgov.net.  Bids must be submitted on forms furnished by the City of

Santa Monica.

SMC
SMC presents holiday art sale

Santa Monica College's 37th Annual Holiday Student Art Sale, featuring a wide range
of works in various media, will be a three-day event again this year. The sale will be held
Friday, Dec. 12, through Sunday, Dec. 14. Hours are 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. on Friday, 10 a.m. to
6 p.m. on Saturday, and 12 p.m. to 6 p.m. on Sunday

The sale will be held at the Pete & Susan Barrett Art Gallery, located at the SMC
Performing Arts Center on Santa Monica Boulevard at 11th Street, Santa Monica. Ample
free parking will be available.

Offering an excellent selection to satisfy both holiday and year-round gift needs, the
sale is a once-a-year opportunity to buy some truly unique works of art, including ceram-
ics, blown glass, jewelry, prints, and more.

Proceeds from the sale help support the SMC Art Department.
For more information about the Holiday Student Art Sale or SMC's art programs,

please call (310) 434-4230.
— SUBMITTED BY GRACE SMITH

1450 Ocean
City of Santa Monica Hosts 2nd Repair Café

If it's broke, fix it! Come to the City of Santa Monica's Repair Café at 1450 Ocean on
Dec. 13, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. to learn how to fix common household items. Experienced
volunteers, known as “Fixers” will be there to offer their expertise.

Hosted by the Resource Recovery & Recycling Division, the Repair Café will focus on
repair and reuse as part of the city's Zero Waste Strategic Plan. Organizers said that we
throw away an incredible amount of stuff everyday - but imagine extending the life of
items at little to no cost. Saving used items from landfills is key to reducing waste.

Bring torn clothes, books, broken furniture, electrical appliances, bicycles, computers,
and toys. The Repair Café Fixers are experienced electricians, seamstresses, carpenters,
and more. They will offer instruction, tools and materials to fix what you need repaired.

This event brings together 1450 Ocean's Free Craft Lounge, where all are invited to
work on craft projects, and our biannual Repair Cafe, which brings together community
experts with those seeking to learn how to repair common household items.

For more information: Visit www.smgov.net/r3 or visit us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/SantaMonicaRRR.

- SUBMITTED BY CARRIE LUJAN
CITYWIDE
Local woman signs book deal with HarperCollins

Rachel K. Burke has signed a three-book deal with HarperCollins's digital first
romance imprint, HarperImpulse. Her first novel, Sound Bites, was published on Dec. 5,
2013. The sequel, Love Bites, is being released as an eBook on Dec. 29, 2014, and will be
released in paperback on Feb. 26, 2015. It is available to pre-order immediately, details
are available at http://www.harperimpulseromance.com or
http://www.rachelkburke.com.

Rachel initially self-published Sound Bites as an eBook where it received excellent
reviews, and placed in the Amazon top 100 bestseller list in both 2012 and 2013, ulti-
mately resulting in this book deal with book publisher, HarperCollins. 

“I am thrilled to be a part of the team at HarperImpulse,” said Burke. “They are an
incredibly successful publishing company, and team has been wonderful to work with.
With their support, I'm excited to expose Sound Bites series to a wider market. It's a
dream come true.”

Sound Bites is described as a novel about love, friendship, betrayal, forgiveness, and
the power of music to help you find your way. In Love Bites, characters learn that right
and wrong decisions aren't always black and white, and sometimes you have to follow
your heart to see where it leads.

Ruston Hutton, Harper Impulse's fiction editors, said, “Sound Bites is a slick, cool New
Adult book with brilliant, quirky central characters, a fab setting in the music world and
a fresh, addictive relationship plot. Rachel K Burke has the most beautiful voice, trans-
porting you straight into her world - making it more like a snapshot of real life than a
story. As poignantly emotional as it is wryly funny, it leaves you eager for Rachel's next
book. New Adult fans and fiction readers alike are in for a treat with Sound Bites … and
we predict it's just the start of a long writing career.” 

— SUBMITTED BY HARPER IMPULSE

COMMUNITY BRIEFS



Himmelrich.
A former planning commissioner,

Himmelrich nominated McKeown, Vazquez,
and Winterer for the positions.

“I have worked with Ted and Tony and
Kevin and most of the people up here and I
think that Kevin is way due for this,” she
said. “I think Tony is way due for this. I think
that all three of them will do a great job.”

The nominations mark the end of two-
year terms for Pam O'Connor and Terry
O'Day as mayor and pro tempore respective-
ly.

O'Day — following Himmelrich's nomi-
nation but before the vote — suggested that
Winterer be mayor for two years. Winterer
hesitated, speaking off-microphone with
O'Day and O'Connor to his left and right.
He then suggested that the first nomination
— of McKeown, Vazquez, and himself — be
accepted through acclamation, or a voice
vote. O'Connor suggested Gleam Davis for
mayor but Davis quickly withdrew her
name. Winterer quickly followed suit. In
doing so, he may have turned down a two-
year term as mayor.

“There are probably better ways to start
off a new council than by electing the mayor
the way we do,” Winterer told the Daily Press
after the meeting. “The first thing you do
most times around is just get everybody
angry at each other.”

Had Winterer accepted the nomination
and voted for himself he may have had the
votes necessary — from Davis, O’Day, and
O’Connor — to take the seat.

“My sense was that Sue’s compromise

motion, which allowed us all to share the
responsibility of being mayor and mayor pro
temp, seemed to be met with a positive
response. I just didn’t see any reason, at that
point, to do anything but step back and have
us move forward in the next two years har-
moniously.”

After the unanimous affirmation by
council, of McKeown, Vazquez, and
Winterer, the standing room only audience
erupted in applause.

“I want to thank Pam O'Connor for her
service as mayor,” McKeown said of his
political rival as he assumed the mayor's
seat. “I want to acknowledge that  we've
made history here tonight because Antonio
Vazquez is going to be the first Latino mayor
in the history of the city of Santa Monica
and that is long overdue. And lastly, I want to
note that we are a city with many challenges
ahead of us in the coming year and I hope
that we, the City Council representing our
community, can work together as a team,
addressing the issues. I'm very honored to
the be the mayor but I hope we can lead in
every seat.”

Santa Monica’s mayor is always a council
member selected, every two years, by his or
her council colleagues. The position is large-
ly, though not entirely, ceremonial. Aside
from the title, the mayor leads council meet-
ings and, along with the mayor pro tempore,
sets the agendas for the meetings.

McKeown, whose gruff approach some-
times ruffles the feathers of his colleagues,
was the longest serving council member not
to have taken a turn as mayor. He was the
top vote-getter in his last three elections. He
served as mayor pro tempore for three years.

dave@smdp.com

frustrated about several issues, from toxicity
to issues with construction that was done
improperly, it's probably a good time to have
somebody who's very level-headed and has a
lot of community buy-in,” he said.

Mechur placed fifth in a race for four
seats in November, losing out to
Boardmember Oscar de la Torre by less than
a percentage point.

He'll be submitting an application.
At a board meeting, after the election but

prior to the end of his term, members of the
teachers union expressed support for
Mechur's appointment.

Mechur joined the board through an
appointment in 2007 after Emily Bloomfield
announced she would step down because
her family was moving to Washington, D.C.

Mechur was elected in 2010.
He was endorsed by Santa Monicans for

Renters' Right (SMRR), the city's largest
political party, before this election.

Jon Kean, who's currently the PTA
President at Lincoln Middle School, said that
he, too, will throw his hat in the ring this
year. He's also served as the PTA President at
Roosevelt Elementary School.

“As someone who has spent over a decade
working as a parent leader at both the site and
district level and as a PTA President at two
schools, I am uniquely qualified to participate

in the discussions necessary to determine and
set policy with the Board of Education,” he
said in an e-mail. “At the same time, thanks to
my experiences at various sites, I understand
the realities of how things operate in the actu-
al world that is our schools.”

Kean presents himself as someone who's
willing to jump the logistical hurdles in
order to deliver the best outcomes for kids.

“I believe that the one guiding principle
in our district should be: if there is some-
thing that would be beneficial for a student
and we are capable of doing it, then we must
do it,” he said. “Too often, our first instinct is
to resist change, based on budget constraints
or institutional tradition.”

Santa Monica-Malibu PTA Council
President Rochelle Fanali said she is not
planning to apply for the vacated Ed Board
seat. As a PTA officer, she can't endorse any
of the candidates.

The Daily Press reached out to the sixth
and seventh place candidates in November's
race, Dhun May and Patty Finer, to see if
they were interested in the seat.

May had expressed interest in filling the
open seat while on the campaign trail but
did not respond to request for comment by
press time.

Finer expressed interest in being on the
board but was not aware, prior to the Daily
Press' inquiries, that she could apply for the
position. She will apply, she said.

dave@smdp.com
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Come celebrate the holidays in Downtown Santa Monica 
with these FREE community events.

ICE at Santa Monica
Nov. 1, 2014 — Jan. 19, 2015  

Corner of 5th St. & Arizona Ave.

ICE Grand Opening 
Thursday, Nov. 6, 2014 | 6pm — 10 pm  

Corner of 5th St. & Arizona Ave.

Downtown Santa Monica Community  
Tree Lighting & Santa Parade 
Nov. 20, 2014   

Promenade Santa Arrival | 6pm 

Santa Monica Place Tree Lighting | 6:30pm

Photos with Santa
Nov. 21, 2014 — Dec. 24, 2014 | 11am — 8pm 

Santa Monica Place, Center Court 

Let it Snow 
Nov. 27, 2014 Thanksgiving Day | 6pm 

Third Street Promenade @ Wilshire 

“Paws & Claus” Pet Photos w Santa Claus
Dec. 1, 8 & 15, 2014 | 5pm — 8pm  

Santa Monica Place 

Story Time With Mrs. Claus
Dec. 3, 2014 | 11am 

Santa Monica Place, SAMO’s Kids Club

Christmas Karaoke & Kids Crafts
Dec. 4, 2014 | 6pm 

Third Street Promenade @ Wilshire 

Breakfast with Santa
Dec. 6, 2014 | 9am 

Santa Monica Place 

Holiday Story Time & Letters to Santa
Dec. 11, 2014 | 6pm 

Third Street Promenade @ Wilshire 

Menorah Lightings 
Dec. 16 - Dec. 23, 2014 | Sundown 

Third Street Promenade between  

Arizona Ave & Santa Monica Blvd.

Holiday Movie Night  
with Hot Chocolate 
Dec. 18, 2014 | 6pm 

Third Street Promenade @ Wilshire 

PAL Best Gift Ever Toy Drive 
Nov. 6 — Dec. 12, 2014  

Donate a new unwrapped gift or gift card! 

Drop-off locations:  
Santa Monica PAL | 1401 Olympic Blvd. 
ICE PAL | Corner of 5th St. & Arizona Avenue  
Public Safety Facility | 333 Olympic Dr. 

For more Winterlit event information, 
visit Winterlit.com

DowntownSantaMonica @DTSantaMonica DTSantaMonica #ICEatSM
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exhibit showcases the way artists are work-
ing to promote social change.

“What I like to say in summary is they
make beautiful art, do beautiful work and do
beautiful actions,” she said.

She said the museum has an ongoing
commitment to art education. The organi-
zation also has a commitment to art as social
action and while every exhibit isn't always
focused on the same topics, the institution
looks for opportunities to showcase, and
teach about, social change.

Central to the exhibit, and the teen proj-
ect, is Suzanne Lacy's participatory, legisla-
tive project No Blood/No Foul. The mixed
media installation and video documents
Lacy's 10-year project in Oakland that
brought together different sections of the
community for discussion and education
about youth issues in the 1990’s.

During the program, museum officials
trained students to give tours of the exhibit.Each
student then had to explain two pieces of art in
the exhibit to a local police officer. Students were
required to use No Blood/No Foul as one piece
but had free choice for the other.

“We gave the youth the responsibility to
retain the information, for their own learn-
ing, then to share that knowledge to the best
of their ability and share it with those that
are willing,” said Hisa. “It was great. It gave
them the challenge of responsibility and
they rose up and they did it.”

Hisa said the current debate regarding the
use of force by police departments nation-
wide added particular value to Lacy's work
as it serves as a way for youth and police to
meet outside the traditional relationships.

“We are certainly aware of the context of
'Trayvon' and 'Ferguson' with this program
but as Olympic's Criminal Justice class and
SMMoA's tour initiative demonstrate, we
have an ongoing commitment to empower-
ing teens to grow, learn, and engage with
society responsibly,” she said. “These pro-
grams open lines of communication
between youth and law enforcement in new
and compelling ways.”

Lacy, currently Chair of the Public
Practice Program at Otis College of Art and
Design, said the Santa Monica exhibition
was an exercise in citizenship education that
is particularly noteworthy for its efforts to
help students see the local implication of
broader topics.

“I think that the museum's response to
making a work that occurred 10-20 years
ago, in another part of the state, to make it
relevant today is a good thing and part of
their goal, it seems to me, is to make many
peoples' interest in making art relevant to
the broader public,” she said.

She said the actual tours themselves
should be considered a piece of art that fits
into the historical context of life interactions
as artistic subjects.

“The theater of every day life is now
accepted as an artistic response to current
social conditions, whether it's a poster,
mural or what I would call a performance,”
she said. “The performance in this case was
Asuka framed a learning opportunity for
young people and for the police officers by
using the installation as the site of a real time
conversation and I think that's both educa-
tion and artistic.”

Some of the participating students came
from Anthony Fuller's government class at
Olympic High School. He said the experi-
ence was incredibly valuable as a means of
providing perspective for his students.

“It is incredibly topical,” he said. “The
fact that we are having shootings of
unarmed men of color and people of color
feel disenfranchised in many ways and
specifically, lately, by the police. I thought
this was a good way to address the issue.”

Fuller said he tries to give his students a
sense of the big picture when it comes to
complex issues and he wants them to con-
sider the way institutional structures and
systems can be at fault when specific issues
come to the forefront of the debate.

For a discussion around the relationship
between police and citizens, he said he want-
ed his students to have an experience that
helped them understand the individuals in
the uniforms as opposed to just seeing an
institution. Through their explanations of
the art exhibits, he said students found con-
nections to officers that were stronger than
any academic exercise could have been.

“It wasn't necessarily about the actual
pieces of art,” he said. “You know how we
sometimes get along better with our parents
when there are other people around, because
you can't focus on each other? Well (stu-
dents and officers) couldn't really focus on
each other and focus on the art and talk
about it. Neither group are art aficionados so
they both went in there with fresh eyes and
had a shared experience and they did it in a
way that I don't know I could ever do.”
matt@smdp.com
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RECYCLE NOW!
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Santa Monica Recycling Center
2411 Delaware Avenue in Santa Monica

(310) 453-9677

CRV Aluminum Cans
$1.75 per pound

with this coupon expires 12-31-14

CRV Aluminum      Plastic      Glass      Bi-Metal      Newspaper
CardboardWhite/Color/Computer Paper      Copper & Brass      

SANTA MONICA COLLEGE PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

What do you give
someone who

has everything?

14/15  BROAD STAGE SEASON

GIVE
J Y

The Broad Stage gift card to the Arts
is a gateway to world-class performances.

Order online at thebroadstage.com
or call 310.434.3200

Bundle auto,
home and life for
big State Farm®

discounts.
So let me show you 
how State Farm can help
protect all the things that
matter most – for a lot 
less than you think.

GET TO A 
BETTER STATE.®

CALL ME TODAY.

EMAIL: dave@dr4insurance.com
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NOTICE OF PREPARATION/ SCOPING MEETING FOR
A DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT / ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
FOR THE PROPOSED SANTA MONICA PIER BRIDGE REPLACEMENT PROJECT

DATE: December 11, 2014

TO: State Clearinghouse, Responsible

Agencies, Trustee Agencies, Organizations,

& Interested Parties

LEAD AGENCY: 

City of Santa Monica, 

Civil Engineering Division

1437 4th Street, Suite 300,

Santa Monica, CA 90401

Contact: Selim Eren,

Phone: (310) 458-8721 ext. 5107, 

E-mail: selim.eren@smgov.net 

The City of Santa Monica intends to prepare an

Environmental Impact Report/Environmental

Assessment (EIR/EA) for the Santa Monica Pier

Bridge Replacement Project.  In accordance

with Section 15082 of the State CEQA

Guidelines, the City of Santa Monica has pre-

pared this Notice of Preparation to provide

Responsible Agencies and other interested par-

ties with information describing the proposal

and its potential environmental effects.

Environmental factors that could be potentially

affected by the proposed project are:

• Aesthetics

• Air Quality

• Construction Effects

• Cultural Resources

• Economic and Social Impacts

• Geology / Soils

• Greenhouse Gas Emissions

• Hazards and Hazardous Materials

• Hydrology / Water Quality

• Land Use / Planning

• Neighborhood Effects

• Noise

• Public Services

• Recreation

• Shadows

• Transportation / Traffic / Circulation

• Utilities / Service Systems

• Mandatory Findings of Significance

PROJECT APPLICANT: 
City of Santa Monica

PROJECT LOCATION: The project site is

located in the western portion of Los

Angeles County, in the City of Santa

Monica Intersection of Ocean Avenue and

Colorado Avenue and intersection of

Appian Way and Moss Avenue, extending

west to the Santa Monica Pier, Santa

Monica, California.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The Pier Bridge

structure extends west on Colorado Avenue

from the intersection of Ocean Avenue and

Colorado Avenue and connects to the Santa

Monica Pier. The Pier Bridge was built in

1939 and is near the end of its useful life,

with a sufficiency rating lower than 25 out

of 100. The bridge is considered to be

structurally deficient and functionally

obsolete.

The proposed project would be implement-

ed primarily for seismic safety to improve

the structural stability of the Pier Bridge.

The project would also address vehicular

and pedestrian congestion and safety con-

cerns at the Pier Bridge. Traffic and pedes-

trian congestion occurs on the Pier Bridge

throughout the year. The pedestrian vol-

umes exceed the sidewalk capacity on the

bridge forcing pedestrians on to the vehic-

ular lanes bringing vehicular traffic to a

standstill. With the completion of the EXPO

light rail, Santa Monica Downtown Metro

Station and Colorado Esplanade Project,

the pedestrian volume is expected to

increase exponentially. After an extensive

conceptual design process, three alterna-

tives were developed to address the recon-

struction of the Pier Bridge:  Alternatives 1,

2, and 3.

Under Alternatives 1 and 2, the existing

Pier Bridge would be demolished and a

new wider bridge would be constructed in

the same location. The replacement bridge

would be approximately 58 feet wide, a

total of 24 feet wider than the existing

bridge. The replacement bridge would fea-

ture separate lanes for pedestrians, bicy-

cles, and vehicles. During construction,

temporary vehicular and pedestrian bridges

would be provided to maintain access to

the Pier. The temporary pedestrian bridge

would connect Ocean Avenue to the Pier

and may be located on the north or south

side of the existing bridge alignment.

Under Alternative 1, the temporary vehicu-

lar bridge would be located at Moss Avenue

between Appian Way and the Pier for the

duration of the construction. Under

Alternative 2, the temporary vehicular ramp

would be located at north and west of the

existing bridge alignment providing vehicu-

lar access from the beach parking lot adja-

cent to the pier for the duration of the con-

struction.

Under Alternative 3, two permanent

bridges would be constructed. A new per-

manent bridge would be constructed at

Moss Avenue between Appian Way and the

Pier for public vehicular access to the Pier

parking. The new permanent bridge at

Moss Avenue would be used during con-

struction of the Pier Bridge replacement

bridge, as well as permanently as the main

vehicular access to the Pier. The existing

Pier Bridge would be demolished and a

new bridge would be constructed with the

same current width of 34 feet, but would

be designed primarily for pedestrian and

bicycle traffic.  The Pier Bridge will also

serve the purpose of providing limited

access for emergency and delivery vehicles

during off peak periods. 

Please visit the following website for more

information about the project:

www.smconstructs.org/smpierbridge or

www.smgov.net/smpierbridge

REVIEW PERIOD: As specified by the State

CEQA Guidelines, the Notice of Preparation

will be circulated for a minimum of 30-day

review period. The City of Santa Monica

welcomes agency and public input during

this period regarding the scope and content

of environmental information related to

your agency’s responsibility that must be

included in the Draft EIR/EA. Comments
may be submitted, in writing, by 5:30 p.m.
on February 2, 2015 and addressed to:

Selim Eren, P.E., Civil Engineer

City of Santa Monica 

- Civil Engineering Division

1437 4th Street, 

Suite 300, Santa Monica, CA 90401

Phone: (310) 458-8721 ext. 5107, 

e-mail: selim.eren@smgov.net

SCOPING MEETING: The City has sched-

uled a Public Scoping Meeting for the

EIR/EA to describe the proposed project,

the environmental review process, and to

receive your input on the information that

should be in the EIR/EA. The Public

Scoping Meeting is scheduled at the fol-

lowing time and location:

Tuesday January 6, 2015
5:30 PM – 8:00 PM
Ken Edwards Center
1527 Fourth Street
Santa Monica 90401

ESPAÑOL: Esto es una noticia de la

preparación de un reporte sobre el rempla-

zo del puente al muelle de Santa Monica,

lo cual puede ser de interés a usted. Para

más información, llame a

Carmen Gutierrez, al número 

(310) 458-8341.

SANTA MONICA VS. ST. MONICA Morgan Genser editor@smdp.com
Santa Monica High School played St. Monica's in the first round of the St. Monica Classic basketball tournament on Dec. 9. The St. Monica team won 44-40. Pictured are Alejandra Lopez from St.
Monica's jumping for a lay-up past Amanda Foshag from Samohi and Imanni Maxwell from Samohi driving to the basket on her way to attempt a lay-up in between Sara Gobrial and Faith Nduti
from St. Monica's. 
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BARBARA ORTUTAY &
JUSTIN PRITCHARD

Associated Press

LOS ANGELES The growth of ride-hailing
companies such as Uber and Lyft so far has
not been hindered by limits from govern-
ment regulators and campaigns by taxi cab
competitors. A bigger threat to the new
industry's impressive start could come from
customers - if enough people stop using the
services over fears that drivers aren't safe.

Not safe as in the drivers won't get into an
accident - safe as in they won't attack pas-
sengers.

Uber operates in more than 250 cities in
50 countries, and recently was valued at $40
billion based on $1.2 billion that investors
poured into the company in its latest fund-
ing round. Lyft, meanwhile, operates in 70
markets in the U.S., up from 30 at the start
of the year.

So far, controversies have not seemed
impact the popularity of ride-hailing apps.
They boast several advantages over taxis,
including no-cash payments and an app that
shows how far away a car is and whether the
driver received positive reviews from prior
riders. Uber ranks 39th in the Apple iTunes
store among the most popular free apps,
ahead of Gmail and the music streaming
service Pandora. Lyft, which is much small-
er, is not in the top 100.

But just this week, California prosecutors
sued both, saying they misrepresent and
exaggerate the rigor of their background

checks. Police in India questioned an Uber
executive about its background checks after
a driver was accused of raping a passenger.
And Uber removed a driver in Chicago after
a customer reported she was sexually
assaulted during a ride in the city last
month. The company said it is cooperating
with police in what it called “an appalling
and unacceptable incident.

This week's incidents follow scattered
anecdotes of previous assaults by Uber driv-
ers. They don't prove the services are unsafe
alternatives to traditional taxis. But they do
present a challenge if riders begin to think
they reflect a systemic disregard for passen-
ger safety.

Jeff Brewer, pastor at a church in the
Chicago suburbs, wouldn't step into an Uber
car. Though he likes the convenience Uber
would bring, he sticks with taxis on trips
into the city.

“Whether it's right or wrong, there's at
least some sort of perception that there's a
company that has vetted the person,” he said.

As with airlines, if passenger safety
becomes an ongoing issue with Uber rather
than isolated incidents, it could face long-
term consequences, said Alex Stanton, a cri-
sis management and communications spe-
cialist.

“At some level, there is a point at which
safety does trump convenience,” Stanton
said.

The safety and regulatory issues
“absolutely” affect Uber's valuation, said
Sam Hamadeh, CEO of research firm

PrivCo. Unlike, say Twitter and WhatsApp,
Uber is not a “nice, clean technology compa-
ny, the type that venture capitalists in Silicon
Valley usually invest in - which is software,
Web apps” and so on, he said.

“Here you are talking about actually,
physically having to transport people,” he
said. “Uber's work isn't done once the taxi is
hailed on their app. That's when all the
problems begin.”

On its website, Uber says its drivers are
“screened through a rigorous process we've
developed using constantly improving stan-
dards.” In a written statement, Uber added
that it screens would-be drivers against “fed-
eral, multi-state and county criminal back-
ground checks spanning the past seven
years.” The company expects to complete
more than 2 million checks this year, accord-
ing to spokesman Lane Kasselman.

But California prosecutors, who filed
lawsuits against Uber in San Francisco
Superior Court, say the company's safety
checks are not as rigorous as they sound.
Unlike with regulated taxis in San Francisco
and Los Angeles, Uber's background checks
do not require drivers be fingerprinted.

Hirease, the company that performs
Uber's background checks, instead relies on
“personal identifiers,” such as license num-
bers and Social Security numbers are sup-
plied by the applicants. As such, the lawsuit
says, there is no way to ensure that the appli-
cants are who they say they are.

As part of a settlement of a similar law-
suit, Uber rival Lyft agreed to drop claims

that its background checks are the “best
available” and the “gold standard.”

Lyft spokeswoman Erin Simpson said in
an emailed statement that the company has
“pioneered strict safety screening criteria
that far exceed what's required for taxis and
limos in nearly every municipality across the
country.”

Regulators at the California Public
Utilities Commission are revisiting ride-
hailing company rules they put in place last
year. Among the questions: “Did we get the
criminal background check right, is it
exhaustive as it should be,” said Marzia
Zafar, director of the agency's policy and
planning division. That review is likely to
take about a year.

She did note that most of the 100 or so
phone calls the commission received this
year and converted into written complaints
against ride-hailing companies had to do
with fee charges, not safety.

Cab drivers have seized on the safety
issue, however, saying that taxi drivers have
to pass government-standard checks which
cost more but do a better job screening out
bad applicants. The Taxicab, Limousine &
Paratransit Association has launched a
“Who's Driving You?” campaign targeting
Uber and Lyft.

“Once consumers realize Uber and Lyft
are cutting costs, they'll begin to shy away,”
said Dave Sutton, an association spokesman.

Ortutay reported from New York. Paul Elias con-
tributed from San Francisco.

Is rider safety the real Achilles heel for Uber and Lyft? 

MIKE CIDONI LENNOX
AP Entertainment Writer

WEST HOLLYWOOD Don't get Gena
Rowlands started on the bulk of film roles
she gets offered these days: a lot of grumpy
and ill-fated old women.

“I can say, for sure, I die,” the actress
noted, smiling. “But I have had some really
great parts, too.”

Indeed, the 84-year-old veteran's resume
includes two Oscar nominations earned
while working with her late husband, actor-
director John Cassavetes, first for their 1974
indie classic “A Woman Under the
Influence” and again for the 1980 crime

drama “Gloria.”
A new generation of filmgoers was intro-

duced to Rowlands as the elderly version of
the Rachel McAdams character in the 2004
romantic-drama blockbuster “The
Notebook,” directed by Rowlands' son, Nick
Cassavetes.

In “Six Dance Lessons in Six Weeks,”
opening this weekend, Rowlands is Lily
Harrison, a sharp-tongued septuagenarian
who gets more than she bargained for after
hiring a private dance instructor, portrayed
by Cheyenne Jackson.

Rowlands said she wasn't much of a
dancer at the start of shooting the film adap-
tation of the stage play, but learned enough

to get by from Broadway veteran Jackson
(“Xanadu”).

And Rowlands returned the favor, offer-
ing her co-star advice about acting. Recalled
Jackson: “We were talking about close-ups,
and I had to do a monologue and was kind
of in my head about it and she said, 'If you
think it, the camera will see it.'”

Added Rowlands: “You know John
Cassavetes did the same thing for me. I
was stuck on one of the first pictures that
he and I did together and I couldn't quite
get it. I said, 'John, would you give me a
hint about this?' He said, 'I wrote the
script and I wrote it with you in mind.
And you read it.' And he said, 'You do it.

Now do it!' That's the best advice I ever
had.”

Rowland's award wins including four
Emmys and two Golden Globes, and last
week, she was honored with a handprint cer-
emony in front of Hollywood's Chinese
Theatre.

Looking back on her career, Rowlands
said, “I just think the really wonderful
thing about acting is that you get to lead so
many lives. You don't just have to get stuck
with your own life, even if you like your
own life. Every part you play opens part of
the world to you, and you can't help but
understand more things than when you
started.”

At 84, Rowlands dances back onscreen in 'Lessons' 

YOUR OPINION MATTERS! SEND YOUR LETTERS TO • Santa Monica Daily Press • Attn. Editor: • 1640 5th Street, Suite 218 • Santa Monica, CA 90401 • editor@smdp.com
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Surf Forecasts Water Temp: 64.9°

THURSDAY – FAIR – SURF: 4-6 ft shoulder high to 1 ft overhead occ. 7ft
West-WNW swell holds fairly steady all day; Lightest wind/best conditions early before pre-
frontal southerly wind gradually rises up through the day

FRIDAY – POOR – SURF: 5-8 ft head high to 3 ft overhead occ. 9ft
Potential for an even larger pulse of West-WNW swell to show; Unfavorable wind/weather
conditions lining up at this point;

SATURDAY – FAIR TO GOOD – SURF: 5-8 ft head high to 3 ft overhead
BIGGEST EARLY; Easing West-WNW swell; Possible WNW-NW wind all day

SUNDAY – FAIR TO GOOD – SURF: 4-6 ft shoulder high to 1 ft overhead
BIGGEST EARLY; Easing West-WNW swell; Possible lighter wind due 

S U R F R E P O R T
BY TONY CAPOBIANCO 
Special to the Daily Press

Yasmany Tomas grew up as the son of a
humble fuel-truck driver in the island
nation of Cuba, who over time, had her
beauty and luster slowly sapped away from
communism and isolation. Many have tried
to escape the island for the hope of freedom
in America only 90 miles within their hag-
gard grasps.

Those who failed faced lifetime of suffer-
ing along, with their family. Those who suc-
ceed in defecting, like Tomas and many
before him, sign multi-million dollar con-
tracts.

Tomas escaped Cuba in June of 2014 and
landed in Haiti, where he later established
residency and became an MLB free agent.
There is a current climate in baseball were
teams are rich in pitching yet starving for
sluggers. With the recent hitting market rel-
atively thin in depth, teams have been treat-
ing Cuban sluggers and pitchers fresh off
defection like premier free agents.

First Aroldis Chapman signed for six
years, $30.5 million in 2010. Then people
saw him throw 100 MPH at will for the play-
off bound Cincinnati Reds. Which led to
Yonis Cespedes signing for four years, $36
million and Yasiel Puig with the Los Angeles
Dodgers for seven years, $42 million in 2012.
Then they led their respective teams to the
postseason in exciting fashion filled with
glamour and Home Run Derby trophies.
Which then led to the White Sox signing Jose
Abreu to six-years, $68 million only to see
him club 36 home runs right off the bat.

Which now leads to Tomas, who is a part
of a trend where Cuban defectors are signed,
sealed and delivered to Major League
Baseball with the same hype as NBA rookie
franchise saviors. Everyone wanted Tomas
but the Arizona Diamondbacks got him for
six-years, $68 million, the exact same con-
tract as Abreu.

“Recently Cuban players are reemerging,”
said Tony LaRussa, Hall of Fame manager
and chief baseball officer of the
Diamondbacks. “You go to the old days with
[Tony] Oliva, and [Bert] Campaneris, so you
know they're playing quality baseball down
there. But when you make an acquisition,
some of the first clubs that did it, and they
had success, we all paid attention. So I think
it's fair to say that Cuba will now be viewed
as Mexico, Puerto Rico, Dominican, and

Latin America, Venezuela as a source of
potential Major League stars.”

The Diamondbacks got him with the help
of former Dodgers assistant general manag-
er De Jon Watson. He left the Dodgers in
September to be the Diamondbacks senior
vice president of baseball operations. The
way he got Tomas is not unlike the way he
got Puig to Los Angeles. According to
Watson, they got themselves a great player.

“I'm excited about who he is as a man,”
Watson said. “The first time I met him in the
Dominican, our conversation was solid and
we talked about some of the players I had with
the Dodgers in my past. We had good conver-
sations and good dialogue. He told me differ-
ent stories about those players and opened
himself to me to see who he was as a player.”

Even the Los Angeles Angels are involved
in the chase. They are closing in on finalizing
a deal with 20-year-old Cuban infielder
Roberto Baldoquin, who will be in Los
Angeles for his physical.

According to Angels' general manager
Jerry Dipoto, Baldoquin is “a very well-
rounded player” who's “a gifted defender
with soft hands,”“has plenty of arm strength
to move around the diamond” and “a very
advanced feel in the batter's box.” His only
weakness would be speed, which Dipoto
called “fringe to average,” but nevertheless is
“a guy who has a chance to be league-aver-
age-plus bat, league-average-plus power
with an above-average defender who has a
great sense to play the game.”

Simply put: “If you found Yasiel Puig in a
shortstop package,” Dipoto said, “by God,
sign that guy!”

“The Cuban players right now are com-
ing out in such a greater volume,” Dipoto
said. “It seems like every week, there's anoth-
er six or eight guys that they have to track
and some of them have a history with the
Cuban national team, some of them don't.”

Domestically in America, the evaluation
process with players takes years - watching
the potential players grow and scout them
throughout their journey through the ama-
teur ranks. With Cuban players, the scouts
are starting from scratch and have to evalu-
ate and project their potential success in the
big leagues with their eyes.

The instant individual success of the
Cuban players who came before Tomas and
Baldoquin have created a track record that
leads to them being a more coveted com-
modity.

Cuban defectors are trending in baseball
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The Meaning of Lila By John Forgetta & L.A. Rose

By Jim DavisGarfield

Strange Brew

Dogs of C-Kennel By Mick and Mason Mastroianni

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★ Holding back and thinking before you
act might not be as successful as you had
hoped. Actually, you are better off being impul-
sive. Someone could offer a different perspec-
tive. Tonight: Add a little spice to a relationship.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★ Emphasis seems to be on your personal
life. A partner or loved one might make a sug-
gestion that could affect your financial situa-
tion, but you could be quite attached to the
status quo. Try to open up to different perspec-
tives. Tonight: Happiest at home.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★ Be willing to break a standoff and
make an important phone call. You might not
be happy about making the first move, but ulti-
mately it will be for the best. A friend might be
unusually expressive. Try to understand what is
happening. Tonight: The only answer is “yes.”

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★★ You might want to take a hard look at
your finances and decide what would be best to
do. Look at a situation more carefully in order
to understand what is happening with an asso-
ciate. This person's optimism might not be
realistic. Tonight: Relax with friends.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★★ Someone could be a little too con-
tentious for your taste. You might respond to
this person's mood with a knee-jerk reaction,
so be careful. Someone is likely to misread
your intensity and your natural charisma as
being something else! Tonight: Ever playful.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★ Be aware of your limits, and recognize
that you just might not be up to snuff. It hap-
pens to everyone. Take a day off from your nor-
mal patterns and/or schedule. Create a special
12 hours for you. Do you know what that would
look like? Tonight: Not to be found.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★★★ Zero in on what you want, and don't
allow someone to push you too far. If this per-
son's interests are similar enough to yours,
you'll have an opportunity to work together.
Tonight: Found among the crowds.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★★ You could be wondering what the best
way to handle someone would be. How you
present what you want will make a big differ-
ence in the outcome. Money could be a key
issue.  Tonight: A must appearance.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★★ You know where to head to get more
information. Don't hesitate to go past that level
and find an expert. You could be emotional
when discussing various scenarios, but you will
make the right choice regardless. Do not jump
to conclusions. Tonight: Paint the town red.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★★★ You relate well to others, especially
if they are authentic and clear. As conversa-
tions continue, you will want to consider what
you are hearing before drawing any conclu-
sions. Let others know what you are thinking.
Tonight: Find a favorite person.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★★★ Others are likely to have a lot to say.
Keep an open mind, and be willing to listen and
learn from them. You might have the whole sit-
uation played out in your head, but choose not
to share your judgments just yet. Tonight: Go
along with someone else's plans. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★★ You might be taken aback by all the
possibilities that surround you. Think about
what would be the best way to complete what
you must do. If you do, you will be more
relaxed with what serendipity presents in
your life. Learn to flex. Tonight: Get a good
night's sleep.

This year you open up to having more compassion for others.
You are likely to develop a stronger relationship with your
friends and family as a result. You might be stunned when you
see the difference that accepting love can make. If you are sin-
gle, you are likely to go through several different relationships before you find someone you can respect
who knows how to love well. If you are attached, the two of you will spend more and more time together.
You often act like two teenagers in love. LEO knows how to make people relax and smile.  

★★★★★Dynamic   
★★★★ Positive 
★★★ Average   

★★ So-So   
★ Difficult

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:

Thursday, December 11, 2014

By John DeeringSpeed Bump By Dave Coverly

Aero Theatre
1328 Montana Ave.
(310) 260-1528

no movie

AMC Loews Broadway 4
1441 Third Street Promenade
(310) 458-3924

Dumb And Dumber To
12:30PM, 3:20PM, 7:45PM, 10:25PM

Gone Girl
12:00PM, 6:45PM

Interstellar
12:15PM, 3:00PM, 6:00PM, 9:40PM

Nightcrawler
4:00PM, 10:05PM

Theory Of Everything
1:55PM, 4:50PM, 7:00PM, 9:55PM

AMC 7 Santa Monica 
1310 Third St.
(310) 451-9440

Big Hero 6
11:45AM, 2:35PM, 5:15PM

Exodus: Gods And Kings
8:00PM

Horrible Bosses 2
11:05AM, 1:45PM, 4:30PM, 9:00PM

The Hunger Games: Mockingjay, Part 1
1:55PM, 4:50PM, 7:10PM, 9:55PM, 11:00AM

The Penguins Of Madagascar
1:35PM, 6:35PM, 11:10AM, 4:05PM

Top Five
8:00PM, 10:40PM

For more information, e-mail editor@smdp.com

MOVIE TIMES

PAINT THE TOWN RED, SAG

office (310) 458-7737

INTERESTED IN YOUR DAILY FORECAST?
Check out the HOROSCOPES above!
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■ A German woman who identifies
herself only as “Anna Konda”
described to Vice Media in October
her Female Fight Club in Berlin, now
three years old, for women to test
themselves in all-out wrestling
matches. While some are fetish-
motivated dominants, others display
no particular sexuality -- like Anna
herself, who, she admits, simply
likes to “crush” men's and women's
skulls between her massive thighs.
Anna says she is a product of East
Germany's cliched development of
tough, muscular female athletes.
■ Those Frightening Alabama
Schools: (1) In October, a mother
charged that officials at E.R. Dickson
School in Mobile, Alabama, first
detained her daughter, 5, for pointing
a crayon at another student as if it
were a gun, and then pressured the
girl to sign a paper promising not to
kill anyone or commit suicide. “What
is suicide, Mommy?” the girl asked
when her parents arrived. (2) In a
2010 incident at Sparkman Middle
School near Huntsville, Alabama, an
administrator coaxed a special-needs
girl, 14, into a boys' bathroom to
“bait” a 16-year-old boy who had pre-
vious sexual misconduct issues into
committing a prosecutable offense --
and then failed to protect the girl.
(The girl's family sued and won a
summary judgment, but the school
board appealed, and in September
2014 the U.S. Justice Department for-
mally endorsed the family's lawsuit.)

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

hhaappppeennssttaannccee
\\  HHAAPP--uuhhnn--ssttaannss  \\    ,,  nnoouunn;;
1.
a chance happening or event.

WORD UP!

Sudoku
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column, and 3x3 block. Use logic
and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from ★ (easiest) to ★★★★★ (hardest).

1994– A bomb explodes on
Philippine Airlines

Flight 434, en route from Manila,
Philippines, to Tokyo, Japan, killing
one. The captain is able to safely
land the plane.

2001– The People's
Republic of China joins

the World Trade Organization.

TODAY IN HISTORY

Draw Date: 12/6

12  15  22  43  49
Power#: 14
Jackpot: $60M

Draw Date: 12/9

27  45  49  51  52
Mega#: 14
Jackpot: $102M

Draw Date: 12/6

20  30  38  44  45
Mega#: 20
Jackpot: $21M

Draw Date: 12/9

1  5  17  35  39

Draw Date: 12/10

MIDDAY: 8 1 2

Draw Date: 12/9

1st: 01 Gold Rush
2nd: 12 Lucky Charms
3rd: 10 Solid Gold
RACE TIME: 1:44.24

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy
of the winning number information, mistakes can
occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California
State laws and California Lottery regulations will
prevail. Complete game information and prize
claiming instructions are available at California
Lottery retailers. Visit the California State Lottery
web site at http://www.calottery.com

DAILY LOTTERY

King Features Syndicate

GETTING STARTED
There are many strategies to solving
Sudoku. One way to begin is to
examine each 3x3 grid and figure
out which numbers are missing.
Then, based on the other numbers in
the row and column of each blank
cell, find which of the missing num-
bers will work. Eliminating numbers
will eventually lead you to the
answer.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

The Santa Monica Police Department responded
to 371 calls for service on Dec. 9. 
BELOW IS A SAMPLING OF THOSE CALLS 

CHOSEN BY THE SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS STAFF.

Burglary on the 900 block of 17th St. at 12:14 a.m.
Fight on the 1100 block of 12th St. at 1:39 a.m.
Arson at 16th and Santa Monica at 5:31 a.m.
Theft of recyclables on the 600 block of PCH at 6:42 a.m.
Auto burglary on the 1000 block of 2nd St. at 7:25 a.m.
Traffic accident on the 2700 block of Pennsylvania Ave. at 7:45 a.m.
Burglary on the 300 block of 25th St. at 7:54 a.m.
Traffic accident at 20th and Pico at 9:25 a.m.
Grand theft auto on the 1700 block of Stewart St. at 10:22 a.m.
Hit and run on the 400 block of Broadway at 10:42 a.m.
Attempted burglary on the 900 block of 6th St. at 10:47 a.m.
Traffic accident at Cloverfield and Interstate 10 at 11:32 a.m.
Auto burglary on the 2600 block of Barnard Way at 12:11 p.m.
Auto burglary on the 2200 block of Lincoln Blvd. at 12:39 p.m.
Traffic accident at 4th and Pico at 1:02 p.m.
Traffic accident at 26th and Pico at 1:32 p.m.
Identity theft on the 3100 block of Neilson Way at 2:17 p.m.
Hit and run on the 1600 block of 7th St. at 2:32 p.m.
Truant juvenile on the 2200 block of 5th St. at 3:08 p.m.
Fight on the 2400 block of Lincoln Blvd. at 4:11 p.m.
Burglary on the 3200 block of Donald Douglas Loop at 4:18 p.m.
Stalking on the 300 block of the Santa Monica Pier at 4:20 p.m.
Burglary on the 900 block of 2nd St. at 4:22 p.m.
Theft on the 1200 block of 4th St. at 4:34 p.m.
Armed robbery on the 800 block of 14th St. at 4:40 p.m.
Hit and run at Euclid and Washington at 5:10 p.m.
Harassing phone calls on the 1000 block of 5th St. at 5:13 p.m.
Hit and run at Lincoln and Washington at 7:05 p.m.
Overdose on the 1400 block of 16th St. at 7:36 p.m.
Harassing phone calls on the 1000 block of 5th St. at 7:46 p.m.
Drunk driving at Berkeley and Santa Monica at 8 p.m.
Grand theft auto at 14th and Hill at 9:23 p.m.
Burglary on the 1200 block of 9th St. at 10 p.m.
Fight on the 1400 block of 6th St. at 11:22 p.m.

D A I L Y  P O L I C E  L O G

MYSTERY PHOTO Matthew Hall matt@smdp.com
The first person who can correctly identify where this image was captured wins a prize from the
Santa Monica Daily Press. Hint: the photo was taken east of 20th Street. Send answers to 
editor@smdp.com.
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $8.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 40¢ per word per day. Ad must run a 
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 2:30 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:00 p.m. PAYMENT: All 
private party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our
offices 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily
Press, P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406. OTHER RATES: For information about the professional services directory or classified 
display ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm     LOCATION 1640 5th Street, Suite 218, Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310)458-7737

CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!
There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.

PREPAY YOUR AD TODAY!

Classifieds
$8.50 per day. Up to 15 words, 40 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310)458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not guaranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roommates
Commercial Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!

Business Opportunities

Business Opportunities
 Business Operations Specialist for 
integrated mgmt & info sys. MA & 1yr; 
or BA & 5 yr exp. Send resume to This 
is Just a Test Productions, 1200 Venice 
Blvd., 2nd Floor, LA, CA 90006 

Employment 

Help Wanted
CAFE COUNTER HELP needed. Interac-
tive Cafe near 3rd St. 215 Broadway. 
Must be experienced. Apply in person 
(310) 396-9898 

Real Estate

Commercial
 Furnished Santa Monica psycho-
therapy offi ce for sublease with psy-
chologist. Available 2/1/15. $600/ mo. 
(310) 386-1808. 

West Side Rentals
Brentwood  SPACIOUS &amp; BRIGHT 
UPPER 1 BED. NORTH OF MONTANA. 
1-car Carport parking, Paid water, 
Rent $1,695.00, Deposit 1695.00, 
Available 112014. westsiderentals.
com/listingdetail.cfm?id=1147972 
Santa Monica  FULLY FURNISHED 
APRTMENT WITH ALL UTILTIESHIGH 
SPEED WIFI&amp;TV &amp; PARKING 
INCLUDED 1-car Street parking, Paid 
utilities & water & hot water & trash 
& gas & electricity & cable, Rent 
$2,295.00, Deposit 1750, Available 
112214. westsiderentals.com/listing-
detail.cfm?id=1110398 
Santa Monica  EXTRA LARGE DELUXE 
2 BEDROOM  2 BATH - 1 BLOCK 
FROM THE BEACH!!! 1-car Covered 
parking, Paid water & hot water & 
trash & gardener, Rent $3,600.00, 
Deposit 3600.00, Available Now! 
westsiderentals.com/listingdetail.
cfm?id=243164 
Santa Monica  2 BED 2 BAD 
GEORGOUS TOWNHOUSE 2-car 
Subterranean parking, Paid water & 
trash & gardener & pool service, Rent 
$3,200.00, Deposit 3200, Available 
Now! westsiderentals.com/listingde-
tail.cfm?id=1146396 
Santa Monica  1BR - FULLY 
FURNISHED-ALL UTILTIESHIGH 
SPEED WIFI&amp;TV &amp; PARKING 
INCLUDED 1-car Parking included, 
Paid utilities & water & hot water & 
trash & gas & cable & gardener, Rent 
$2,195.00, Deposit 1700, Available 
Now! westsiderentals.com/listingde-
tail.cfm?id=1093306 
West LA  1 BEDROOM - NEW GRANITE 
COUNTERS TOPS 2-car Gated parking, 
Paid water, Rent $1,350.00, Deposit 
450, Available Now! westsiderentals.
com/listingdetail.cfm?id=1035900 

Santa Monica  2 BEDROOM TOWN-
HOME BUILT IN 2009 2-car Garage 
parking, Paid trash & gardener & 
association fees, Rent $5,350.00, 
Deposit 7500, Available 12414. 
westsiderentals.com/listingdetail.
cfm?id=1145760 
Santa Monica  1 BED1 BATH APT 
FOR RENT 1-car Parking available, 
Paid water & hot water & trash, Rent 
$2,400.00, Deposit 6500, Available 
Now! westsiderentals.com/listingde-
tail.cfm?id=275224 
Marina Del Rey  BEAUTIFUL 2ND 
FLOOR EAST FACING 2X2 AVAIL 
NOW!! 2-car Parking included, Paid 
water & hot water & trash & gar-
dener & pool service, Rent $3,678.00, 
Deposit 1000, Available Now! 
westsiderentals.com/listingdetail.
cfm?id=1145259 
Brentwood  NEW BRENTWOOD ADJ. 
2 BED PLUS DEN TOWNHOME WITH 
GARAGE! 2-car Garage parking, 
Paid water & trash & gardener, 
Rent $3,250.00 to per month, 
Deposit 4875, Available 112214. 
westsiderentals.com/listingdetail.
cfm?id=759387 
Venice  CRAFTSMAN-STYLE 
APARTMENT WITH PRIVATE DECK  
Street parking, Paid water & 
trash & gardener, Rent $1,488.00, 
Deposit 1988.00, Available 111614. 
westsiderentals.com/listingdetail.
cfm?id=1147922 
Santa Monica  STUDIO IN SUNNY 
LOCATION W GREAT VIEWS &amp; 
HARDWOOD FLOORS 1-car Park-
ing included, Rent $2,000.00, 
Deposit 750.00, Available 12914. 
westsiderentals.com/listingdetail.
cfm?id=1145673 
Venice  BRIGHT 2 BDRM  2 BATH CON-
DO WITH WASHERDRYER HOOKUPS IN 
UNIT, IN A PREMIERE VENICE LOCA-
TION 2-car Subterranean parking, 
Paid water & trash & gas & gardener 
& pool service & association fees, 
Rent $4,500.00, Deposit 4500.00, 
Available Now! westsiderentals.com/
listingdetail.cfm?id=1144117 
Marina Del Rey  *SHORT 
TERM*VACATION RENTAL*CORPORATE 
LEASES*FULLY FURNISHED*2 
BLOCKS FROM THE BEACH* 1-car 
Parking included, Paid utilities & 
cable, Rent $2,300.00 to 3200.00, 
Deposit 1035.00, Available Now! 
westsiderentals.com/listingdetail.
cfm?id=1088106 
Venice  SPEND YOUR VACATION AT 
THE HOUSE-THAT-SMILES!!! 1-car 
Driveway parking, Paid utilities, Rent 
$980.00 to per week, Deposit 150.00, 
Available Now! westsiderentals.com/
listingdetail.cfm?id=858604 

Marina Del Rey  LARGE  3 BEDROOM, 
2 12 BATH TOWNHOUSE IN MARINA 
DEL REY. 3-car Private Garage, 
Paid gardener & pool service, Rent 
$3,675.00, Deposit 3675.00, Avail-
able Now! westsiderentals.com/
listingdetail.cfm?id=1031364 
Santa Monica  FULLY FURNISHED 
FLEXIBLE LEASE LUXURY 2 BR 
2BA TOWNHOUSE SLEEPS 7 1-car 
Parking included, Paid utilities & 
water & hot water & trash & gas 
& electricity & cable & gardener & 
association fees, Rent $4,600.00 to 
month, Deposit 1600, Available Now! 
westsiderentals.com/listingdetail.
cfm?id=983499 
Santa Monica  2 BEDROOMS ON 3RD 
ST.  PROMENADE, 3 BLOCKS FROM 
BEACH! 2-car Parking included, 
Paid water & hot water & trash & 
gas & gardener, Rent $4,400.00, 
Deposit 4400, Available Now! 
westsiderentals.com/listingdetail.
cfm?id=1139386 
Santa Monica  22 AMAZING UNIT, 
LIKE LIVING AT A BOUTIQUE HOTEL! 
- SANTA MONICA, CA 1-car Parking 
included, Paid water & trash & 
gas, Rent $3,250.00, Deposit 3250, 
Available Now! westsiderentals.com/
listingdetail.cfm?id=1145630 
Santa Monica  LUXURIOUS &amp; 
MODERN NEWLY-BUILT CUSTOM 
HOME. FANTASTIC CHEF&apos;S 
KITCHEN. 5 BEDROOM SUITES. 
BEAUTIFUL BA 2-car Garage parking, 
Paid gardener, Rent $15,000.00, 
Deposit 30000, Available Now! 
westsiderentals.com/listingdetail.
cfm?id=1144807 
Santa Monica  LOCATED ON THE 
NORTH SIDE OF MONTANA AVE.  SANTA 
MONICA!  Parking included, Paid 
trash, Rent $4,700.00, Deposit 4700, 
Available Now! westsiderentals.com/
listingdetail.cfm?id=1138470 
Venice  3 BLOCKS FROM THE 
BEACH- 1 BEDROOM W PARKING 
1-car Parking included, Paid water & 
trash, Rent $2,600.00, Deposit 2600, 
Available Now! westsiderentals.com/
listingdetail.cfm?id=1143984 
Brentwood  CONTEMPORARY BUILD-
ING IN THE HEART OF BRENTWOOD 
NEAR SAN VICENTE AND MONTANA. 
2-car Parking included, Paid 
water & trash, Rent $2,695.00, 
Deposit 1500.00, Available 12114. 
westsiderentals.com/listingdetail.
cfm?id=1075297 
Venice  HALF MILE FROM VENICE 
BEACH AND CLOSE TO MARINE DEL 
REY.  Parking included, Paid water & 
gardener, Rent $2,500.00, Available 
Now! westsiderentals.com/listingde-
tail.cfm?id=1077534 

Brentwood  CHARMING SPANISH 
BUNGALOW IN THE HEART OF BRENT-
WOOD 2-car Garage parking, Paid 
water & hot water & gas & electricity 
& gardener & maid service, Rent 
$3,400.00 to 3600, Deposit 3600, 
Available Now! westsiderentals.com/
listingdetail.cfm?id=1148564 
Marina Del Rey  SPACIOUS 2 BEDS, 2 
BATHS APARTMENT HOME 1-car Park-
ing included, Rent $3,740.00 to AND 
UP, Available Now! westsiderentals.
com/listingdetail.cfm?id=1000264 
West LA  PENTHOUSE PRIME, SPA-
CIOUS, NEWER SECURITY BUILDING 
2-car Carport parking, Paid water & 
trash & gardener, Rent $2,950.00 to 
Monthly, Deposit 2950.00, Available 
12114. westsiderentals.com/listing-
detail.cfm?id=703362 
Brentwood  CONTEMPORARY AND 
ELEGANT  11 - PRIME  BRENTWOOD 
LOCATION, CA 90049 1-car Parking 
included, Paid water, Rent $2,350.00, 
Deposit 2350.00, Available Now! 
westsiderentals.com/listingdetail.
cfm?id=1141501 
Brentwood  VERY BEAUTIFUL 2 BED 
1 12 BATH 2-car Covered parking, 
Paid water & trash, Rent $2,390.00, 
Deposit 2390, Available 12114. 
westsiderentals.com/listingdetail.
cfm?id=677962 
Venice  MODERN VENICE BEACH 
LOFT- TWO BLOCKS FROM THE BEACH 
AND STEPS TO ABBOT KINNEY 2-car 
Gated parking, Paid water & trash 
& gardener & association fees, 
Rent $7,000.00, Deposit 10000.0, 
Available Now! westsiderentals.com/
listingdetail.cfm?id=1138261 
Venice  GORGEOUS LUXURY 
CRAFTSMAN VENICE BEACH HOME 
BY SIDEWALK CAFE 3-car Parking 
included, Paid utilities, Rent $550.00 
to night, Deposit 1000, Available 
Now! westsiderentals.com/listingde-
tail.cfm?id=716148 
Santa Monica  GORGEOUS N. SANTA 
MONICA TOWNHOME W DECK &amp; 
WD NEAR BLUFFS 1-car Carport park-
ing, Paid water & trash & gardener, 
Rent $4,995.00, Deposit 4995.00, 
Available Now! westsiderentals.com/
listingdetail.cfm?id=1146975 
Santa Monica  INCREDIBLY REMOD-
ELED SUPER LARGE ONE BEDROOM 
ON PRESTIGIOUS STREET 1-car 
Parking included, Paid gardener, 
Rent $1,895.00, Available Now! 
westsiderentals.com/listingdetail.
cfm?id=1142773 
Brentwood  SPACIOUS 2 BED  1 
BATH IN THE HEART OF BRENTWOOD 
1-car Carport parking, Paid water & 
trash, Rent $2,495.00, Deposit 2495, 
Available Now! westsiderentals.com/
listingdetail.cfm?id=669390 

West LA  1 BED, 1 BATH UNIT 
- INCREDIBLE LOCATION! BY BAR-
RINGTON &amp; WILSHIRE!!! 1-car 
Parking included, Paid water, Rent 
$1,545.00, Deposit 1545, Available 
Now! westsiderentals.com/listingde-
tail.cfm?id=676613 
Venice  SPACIOUS AND UPDATED 
1 BEDROOM 1 BATH APARTMENT 
W LARGE PRIVATE PATIO NEAR 
ABBOT KINNEY  Street parking, Paid 
water & gardener, Rent $3,100.00, 
Deposit 3000, Available Now! 
westsiderentals.com/listingdetail.
cfm?id=1142733 
Santa Monica  SINGLE FAMILY 
HOME 2-car Parking included, Rent 
$3,350.00, Deposit 3800, Available 
Now! westsiderentals.com/listingde-
tail.cfm?id=1134787 
West LA  A SLICE OF PARADISE NOW 
AVAILABLE IN LOS ANGELES. 2-car 
Parking included, Rent $5,500.00, 
Deposit 5500, Available Now! 
westsiderentals.com/listingdetail.
cfm?id=1146284 
Venice  OPEN HOUSE TUE 1118 10-1, 
2 BEDROOM W FRONT PORCHMINI 
YARD AREA- HARDWOOD FLOORS-
STAINLESS  STEEL 1-car Garage park-
ing, Rent $3,945.00, Available Now! 
westsiderentals.com/listingdetail.
cfm?id=1082636 
Marina Del Rey  CONDOS  Gated park-
ing, Rent $3,200.00, Deposit 6400, 
Available Now! westsiderentals.com/
listingdetail.cfm?id=1133006 
Santa Monica  ONE BEDROOM ONE 
BATH FURNISHED OCEAN VIEW  Valet 
parking, Paid water & trash, Rent 
$7,500.00, Deposit 15000, Available 
Now! westsiderentals.com/listingde-
tail.cfm?id=1101739 
West LA  SPACIOUS 2 BEDROOM 2 
BATH APARTMENT WITH GRANITE 
COUNTER TOPS 2-car Gated park-
ing, Paid water & hot water, Rent 
$1,795.00, Deposit $450.00 OAC, 
Available Now! westsiderentals.com/
listingdetail.cfm?id=669553 
West LA  MUST SEE! PRIME WLA LG 
APT; WLK-IN CLST, OPEN BALCONY 
VIEWS 2-car Gated parking, Paid 
water & hot water & trash, Rent 
$2,750.00 to , Deposit 1500, Avail-
able Now! westsiderentals.com/
listingdetail.cfm?id=820274 
Santa Monica  FABULOUS LOCA-
TION 1-car Covered parking, Paid 
water & hot water & trash & 
gardener, Rent $2,500.00 to Month, 
Deposit 1.5 months, Available Now! 
westsiderentals.com/listingdetail.
cfm?id=1140259 
Marina Del Rey  LARGE BEAUTIFUL 
2X2 WESTERN EXPOSURE AVAILABLE 
NOW! 2-car Gated parking, Paid 
water & hot water & trash & gar-
dener & pool service, Rent $3,678.00, 
Deposit 1000, Available Now! 
westsiderentals.com/listingdetail.
cfm?id=1141806 

Santa Monica  3 BEDROOM 2.5 
BATH FURNISHED OCEAN VIEW  Valet 
parking, Paid water & trash, Rent 
$15,000.00, Deposit 30000, Available 
Now! westsiderentals.com/listingde-
tail.cfm?id=1101735 
Santa Monica  GREAT LOCA-
TION!! MUST SEE!! 1-car Parking 
included, Paid water, Rent $2,100.00, 
Deposit 2100, Available Now! 
westsiderentals.com/listingdetail.
cfm?id=1146049 
West LA  LEASE SPECIAL! PENT-
HOUSE! STUNNING 2 BEDROOM WITH 
ALL THE MODERN FINISHES! 2-car 
Parking included, Rent $3,500.00, 
Deposit 500, Available Now! 
westsiderentals.com/listingdetail.
cfm?id=1128728 
Marina Del Rey  TOP FLOOR FACING 
THE HARBOR!! RESORT STYLE 
BLDG- 2-car Subterranean parking, 
Paid gardener & pool service, Rent 
$3,939.00 to 00, Deposit 1000, 
Available Now! westsiderentals.com/
listingdetail.cfm?id=1059975 
West LA  PRIVATE BUILDING NEAR 
CENTURY CITYWESTWOOD 2-car 
Parking included, Paid water, Rent 
$2,350.00, Deposit 2350, Available 
Now! westsiderentals.com/listingde-
tail.cfm?id=762760 
Marina Del Rey  SPACIOUS 2 
BEDROOM 2 BATHROOM APARTMENT 
WITH SPECTACULAR VIEWS OF THE 
MARINA 2-car Parking included, Paid 
hot water & gas & gardener & pool 
service, Rent $4,130.00 to Starting 
price, Deposit 500, Available Now! 
westsiderentals.com/listingdetail.
cfm?id=1096220 
West LA  WOW ! ABSOLUTELY STUN-
NING LOFT!!!! BRAND NEW RENOVA-
TION! 2-car Subterranean parking, 
Rent $2,430.00 to per month, Deposit 
500, Available Now! westsiderentals.
com/listingdetail.cfm?id=47254 
Venice  COZY VENICE BEACH  APART-
MENT  Street parking, Paid water, 
Rent $1,495.00, Deposit 1495, 
Available Now! westsiderentals.com/
listingdetail.cfm?id=1090597 
West LA  STUNNING BRIGHT AND 
LARGE 3BED 3BATH WNEW WOOD 
FLOORS AND WASHER DRYER INSIDE 
UNIT! 2-car Tandem Parking, Paid 
water & trash, Rent $3,400.00, 
Deposit 3000, Available Now! 
westsiderentals.com/listingdetail.
cfm?id=1140852 
Santa Monica  BEAUTIFUL RENTAL 
...  AT THE BEACH 2-car Parking 
included, Paid water & trash & 
gardener & association fees, Rent 
$5,200.00, Deposit 10400, Available 
Now! westsiderentals.com/listingde-
tail.cfm?id=729964 
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