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Colin Hancock, a convicted drug deal-
er serving time in Perth Prison in
Scotland, filed a lawsuit in October,
asking the equivalent of about
US$55,000 because of an improper
rectal exam (responding to his symp-
tom of urine blockage) given by a
prison physician. Dr. Alexander
MacFarlane said he was forced to use,
as lubricant, milk from a bowl of por-
ridge because that was all the prison
had on hand. 

In 1958, the first domestic passenger
jet flight took place in the U.S. as a
National Airlines Boeing 707 flew 111
passengers from New York to Miami in
about 2 1/2 hours. 
Ten years ago: Yasser Arafat, Shimon
Peres and Yitzhak Rabin received the
Nobel Peace Prize, pledging to pursue
their mission of healing the anguished
Middle East.
Ten years ago: Advertising executive
Thomas Mosser of North Caldwell,
N.J., was killed by a mail bomb
blamed on the Unabomber
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“It is only in romances that people
undergo a sudden metamorphosis. In
real life, even after the most terrible

experiences, the main character
remains exactly the same.”

ISADORA DUNCAN
AMERICAN MODERN DANCE PIONEER (1878-

1927).
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An Israel light

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press 
Tomer Zakheim, 13, lights the menorah on the Third Street Promenade
Thursday, the third day of Chanukah. Zakheim, who lives in Israel, is visit-
ing Southern California with his family to celebrate his Bar Mitzvah.

Lawyers hired by City
Hall want to be paid for
work on MtBE lawsuit

BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL — A trial has been
set in the battle over more than
$60 million in legal fees attorneys
claim they’re owed by City Hall.

But before lawyers face off in
August of 2005, they’ll meet next

month to decide what may be the
critical issue in the case —
whether City Hall should reim-
burse outside attorneys hired to
work on the MtBE contamination
case using a contingency formula.

Lawyers Fred Baron, Duane
Miller and Vick Sher claim City
Hall owes them more than $60
million for work they did helping
to secure a water treatment plant
and a multi-million dollar settle-
ment from oil companies for Santa
Monica. Those were the spoils
procured in the MtBE case,

launched after the city’s water
supply was tainted by errant oil
companies.

According to the lawyers’ con-
tract, City Hall was to pay the
lawyers 25 percent of the value of
the settlement, up to $250 million.
The attorneys were entitled to
another 5 percent of the next $100
million of the settlement, and 10
percent of any portion of the set-
tlement in excess of $350 million,
attorneys said.

City Hall in 2000 sued 18 oil
companies that allowed MtBE to

seep into the groundwater in 1996.
All but one of the oil companies
has agreed to settle the lawsuits
rather than go to court, paying
City Hall more than $120 million.
The major oil companies also
agreed to pay for the design, con-
struction and maintenance of a
water treatment plant to run until
the wells are again clean. That
plant has not been valued.

At issue in the legal fee dispute
is whether the outside lawyers nul-
lified their contract by arranging a

BY SUSAN TAM
Special to the Daily Press

SAMOHI — Students here have
caught a wave that will rewrite
surf history in Santa Monica.

What began as a father video-
taping the start of a surf club at his
son’s high school has now turned
into a broadcast-quality documen-
tary that is planned to be marketed
around the world.

Originally just trying to record
the journey, filmmaker and surf
coach Christopher Dill believes
that students in other countries can
relate to the club experience at

Santa Monica High School.
“It’s essentially about starting a

surf club at a beach school,” Dill
said.

Samohi’s surf team, which now
carries a roster of 37 surfers, was
reborn last year after 15 years of
no official representation from the
school, according to the club’s
Web site. 

“(How can) Santa Monica not
have a team?” Dill asked.

Samohi, situated at the hub of
Southern California surf culture and
home to many past role models,
now has the opportunity for students

‘Dawn sesh’ anew for
Samohi Surf Club 

Photo courtesy of Samohi Surf Club
Santa Monica High School student Gabriel Dill at Bay Street.

MtBE trial set over $60M legal bill

Critics of Santa Monica
Place overhaul want to
delay new projects
BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL — A movement is
building to halt all large develop-
ments in Santa Monica.

Members of the Planning
Commission next week will discuss
a suggestion to ban new projects
over 50,000 square feet until an
update to City Hall’s planning codes
is completed. That process is expect-
ed to take two and a half years.

At issue is a controversial pro-
posal to build five high-rise build-
ings on 10 acres in downtown
Santa Monica currently occupied
by Santa Monica Place mall,
designed in the late 1970s by
architect Frank Gehry. The new
proposal includes nearly 600,000
square feet of retail space, and 450
housing units in towers stretching
up to 21 stories high.

Opponents of the project said
the towers will clutter the Santa
Monica skyline. They also criti-
cized the way developers put 
forward the plans.

“As it’s been put forward, I

Moratorium on new
development in Santa
Monica proposed

See MORATORIUM, page 6

See SURF’S UP, page 7

See MTBE, page 5



HOROSCOPE
Page 2 ❑ Friday, December 10, 2004 ❑ Santa Monica Daily Press

PUBLISHER

Ross Furukawa  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ross@smdp.com

EDITOR

Carolyn Sackariason  . . . . . . . . . . . .sack@smdp.com

STAFF WRITER

John Wood . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .wood@smdp.com

ADVERTISING SALES MANAGER

Robbie P. Piubeni  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .rob@smdp.com

ADVERTISING ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE

Rob Schwenker  . . . . . . . . . . .schwenker@smdp.com

ADVERTISING ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE

Stewart O’Dell . . . . . . . . . . . . . .stewarto@smdp.com

PRODUCTION MANAGER

Alejandro Cesar Cantarero II . . . . . . .alex@smdp.com

PRODUCTION DESIGNER

Mary Hoang  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .maryh@smdp.com

EXECUTIVE TRAFFIC MANAGER

Brenda Casas  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .brenda@smdp.com

CLASSIFIED REPRESENTATIVE

Mitch Troy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .mitch@smdp.com

CLASSIFIED REPRESENTATIVE

Mirella Reyes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .mirella@smdp.com

NIGHT EDITOR

Lori Luechtefeld  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .lori@smdp.com

NIGHT EDITOR

Michael Tittinger  . . . . . . . . . .moneysurf@smdp.com

CIRCULATION 

Keith Wyatt  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .keith@smdp.com

CIRCULATION

Glenn Bolan  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .glenn@smdp.com

SPECIAL PROJECTS

Dave Danforth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .dave@smdp.com

MASCOT

Maya Furukawa  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .maya@smdp.com

Published Monday through Saturday
Phone: (310) 458-PRESS (7737) • Fax: (310) 576-9913

1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. #202 • Santa Monica, CA 90401 • www.smdp.com

Santa Monica Daily Press

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★★ What you say makes a differ-

ence. If you are feeling jittery or uptight, take a
walk or try another type of stress-buster. If you
cannot concentrate, don’t try; instead, make calls
and reach out for others around you. Tonight:
Eggnog with your pals.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★★ Use the morning for anything you

think is key and important. You have a great sense
of timing, except with a creative matter that might
involve a risk. A child or new friend could act up. Go
with the flow. Tonight: Work on holiday gifts.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★ From a very laid-back position you

reverse gears midday and charge onward. Some
might do a double-take. Handle a domestic or per-
sonal matter before it handles you. Your magnet-
ism soars. Tonight: Do what comes naturally.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★ Use the morning for meetings and

whatever you are vested in. You are most likely to
succeed with others in the a.m. Close your door
and get as much done as you can in the afternoon.
You might need to chat with a trusted adviser.
Tonight: Toss plans to the wind if you want.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★ Take a vision or unusual idea and

make it a reality. Express your thoughts and ask
those who are more practical to help. You might be
surprised by another’s thoughts. Together you’ll
come up with a winner. Tonight: Out on the town.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★ You manage to toss others’ plans

and generally agreed-upon concepts in the air.
First, an associate reacts. How others have learned
to view personal matters could change dramatical-
ly. You are subconsciously helping others think
outside of the box. Tonight: Out and about....

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:

★★★★★-Dynamic   ★★★★-Positive   ★★★-Average   ★★-So-so   ★-Difficult

Get some R&R, Cancer

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★★ A discussion in the morning

furthers understanding between you and a key
associate. Later in the day, take the initiative to
investigate options, whether it is calling in an
expert or hopping on the computer. Tonight: Take
some thinking time for yourself.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★★★ Others suddenly move into a

new style of relating. Whereas group meetings
had been in demand, suddenly everyone wants
private time. You might want to clone yourself. A
relationship needs time if you want it to work.
Tonight: Find some mistletoe.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★★ Others seek you out midday.

Obviously the weekend spirit floats through your
workplace. You might as well give up getting any
quiet work done. Network and catch up on news.
Someone in charge could be hard on you. Tonight:
Ever popular.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★★ Slow down. In fact, if you can do

less physically and more mentally, you will gain. Use
shortcuts, delegate and ask for others’ support. Your
mind adds an imaginative touch to any situation,
conversation or plan. Tonight: Get some R and R.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★ Your energy swings midday, allow-

ing more freedom, imagination and humor into
your life. A childlike quality emerges from you. Just
be sure you don’t give someone you care about too
much a jolt. Tonight: Spice up your night.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★ Keep information close to your heart

and don’t share much. Your focus might be on
building greater security and well-being. A pur-
chase might not be OK with a close associate.
Think about this person carefully as you choose.
Tonight: Weave your way home.

MASSAGE

place
MASSAGE

place

THE
PROFESSIONAL MASSAGE @ AFFORDABLE PRICES

$44 FULL HOUR MASSAGE $44
2901 OCEAN PARK BLVD. IN SANTA MONICA 310-399-9484

ALL LICENSED THERAPISTS

10 am-9 pm 7 DAYS 
THE

The Daily Horoscope is proudly sponsored by:

WINDOW TINTING EXPERTS
• Earthquake Protection Film
• Rejects 99% of Damaging U.V. Rays
• Save Energy & Reduce Heat
• Scratch Resistant Film
• Tint Removal Service

$2000

$6000 OR MORE
0FF ANY TINT JOB

BOB GABRIEL INSURANCE

California survey shows Mercury Insurance Auto
rates to be the most competetive in this area.

Phone Quotes Available

Providing Professional & Personalized Service Since 1936

■  Auto Experts ■  Life, Disability & Pension

■  Homeowners ■  Commercial & Business

■  Workers Compensation ■  Group & Individual Health

Representing “A” rated companies 
including MERCURY INSURANCE

310.829.0305
2325 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica

We encourage you to visit the Santa
Monica Historical Society Museum —

The Archives of Santa Monica.
1539 Euclid (310) 395-2290

NOW OPEN
FOR LUNCH

M-F 11AM-2:30PM
CASUAL LUNCH, REASONABLE PRICES
PASTAS, PIZZAS, SALADS, STEAKS, CHICKEN, SEAFOOD
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1928 Lincoln Boulevard in Santa Monica (1 Block South of Pico)
(310) 396-4039

French • Greek • Italian

EASTON GYM
SANTA MONICA

1233 Third Street Promenade
310-395-4441

Easton Gym is your neighborhood gym.

COMPLETE FITNESS FACILITY •  FREE PARKING



LOCAL

SURF CENTER santa monica

bCore Surf/Lifestyle Shop bbCore Surf/Lifestyle Shop b
1451 THIRD STREET PROMENADE
IN SANTA MONICA • 310.656.CURL

SURF REPORT

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

SATURDAY 9:12 3.2 9:20 0.9 4:18 4.0 1:52 3.9

SUNDAY 10:34 2.6 10:04 1.0 4:41 4.3 3:29 3.7

MONDAY 11:27 1.9 10:44 1.2 5:03 4.7 4:51 3.6

TUESDAY 12:11 1.1 11:23 1.4 5:28 5.2 5:58 3.7

WEDNESDAY N⁄A N⁄A 12:53 0.2 5:56 5.8 6:57 3.8

THURSDAY 12:01 1.6 1:35 -0.5 6:28 6.3 7:51 3.9

FRIDAY 12:40 1.8 2:18 -1.1 7:04 6.7 8:44 3.9

LOW TIDES HIGH TIDES
Morning Height Evening Height Morning Height Evening Height

Today the
water Is:

59°

On Tuesday, the new slate of Santa Monica
City Councilmembers will be sworn into
office, as Bobby Shriver, Ken Genser, Herb
Katz and Richard Bloom take the oath and
usher in a new chapter for Santa Monica policy
making. Within the next month or so, the coun-
cil will take up the charge of anointing one of
their own as the city’s next mayor, to succeed
Bloom for a two-year term.

Largely just a figurehead position, the

office of mayor puts a face on the city’s elect-
ed representation.

This week, Q-Line wants to know: “Who
should be appointed as the next mayor of
Santa Monica, and why?”

Call (310) 285-8106 before 5 p.m. on
Friday and we’ll print your response in the
weekend edition. Please limit comments to less
than a minute. It might help to think first about
the wording of your response.

The WNW swell whipped up by the winter storm will peak
today with head-high plus surf for lots of exposed spots, easily
overhead sets at good breaks and double overhead stuff at stand-
outs in parts of Ventura and the South Bay.

Expect four to five feet, shoulder- to head-high, occasional-
ly eight feet and fair to good conditions. 

Mainly light N/NE winds Friday morning will turn NW in the
afternoon.

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf is doing today
at your local break.
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Design a Party with a Slice!
Specializing in Event Catering, Office Parties and Birthdays

Lunch/Office Delivery

915 Wilshire Blvd. • 310.451.SLICE(7542)

1622 Ocean Park Blvd. • 310.399.4060
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“A slice of NY in your 
own backyard.”

— Anthony Dias Blue
Bon Appetit Lifestyle

Since 1967
Quality  &  Value  Always!

310-399-7892
2732 Main St.

Santa Monica

Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.
6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

Friends & Family
The Holidays

Together!
Enjoy!

Holiday fashion show dresses up the season
By Daily Press staff

Fashion, beauty and styling professionals will be on hand Saturday, Dec. 11
when many of the top stores in downtown Santa Monica will provide a free fashion,
styling and makeover show, beginning at 2 p.m. on the Third Street Promenade
north of Santa Monica Boulevard. 

Participating shops and professionals include Sephora (makeup), Salon Vivace
(hair), Robinsons May, Planet Funk, Hot Topic, Wet Seal Payless, Nine West,
Banana Republic, French Connection, Hype, Old Navy, Miss Sixty, Max Studio,
Tiffany & Jax, Club Monaco, Lucky Brand Jeans, Vans 9two5 Jewelry, Two Lips
Shoes, Mudra, Ann Taylor, Image, Forever 21, Charles David, A|X Armani
Exchange, O My Sole, among others.

At 3:30 p.m., free styling and makeover sessions will be held in Santa Monica
Place between Robinsons May and William Sonoma. Three lines from Sephora and
10 lines from Robinsons May will be available, including Estee Lauder, Clinique
and Origins. Beauty gift baskets will be raffled off during the show.

The day’s activities are being produced by fashion consultant James Campbell.
For further information call (310) 393-8355 or (310) 394-5451.

Nativity scenes back on display
By Daily Press staff

The annual Santa Monica Nativity Scenes display will open in Palisades Park
along Ocean Avenue near Arizona at 5 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 12, with narration of the
Christmas story and Christmas music. A singing Christmas cross of young carolers
starts at 4 p.m. down the Third Street Promenade and onto Wilshire Boulevard to
the opening ceremony. Young people interested in participating in the singing
Christmas cross are welcome to join group practices at the Lighthouse Church, 1220
20th St, at 3:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 10, and 9 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 11.

After the ceremony, the 14 lighted scenes with lifesize figures depicting events
surrounding Christ’s birth will remain on display through the end of the year.

Gospel good for the Pico spirit
By Daily Press staff

A gospel concert is set for Saturday to benefit the Pico Youth and Neighborhood
Foundation.

From noon to 4 p.m. at the Santa Monica College amphitheater, you can hear the
sounds of choirs and duets from the Chosen Generation, Lynwood High School’s
gospel choir and the Pearson Family, the Gospel Fest winners of 2003; Martin’s
Favor Gospel Recording Family; Soldiers on Soul Patrol; Band Pure “N” Heart
Band and soloists Jessica Nakao, Niya Powell, John G. Tolbert, and Santa Monica
College students Marshall Bang Salomae Kpohanu.

Admission for SMC students is free with SMC ID card, as well as children under
12 years old. For everyone else, it’s $5, or an unwrapped gift. For more information,
call  (310) 434-4435.

Post office ready for holiday packages 
By Daily Press staff

One hundred fifty-seven U.S. Post Offices serving the Los Angeles metropolitan
area are ready to deliver the holidays with expanded office hours. The post offices
are open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. through Dec. 21, Monday through Friday, and from
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday.

“Our post offices are expecting a very busy holiday mail season, and we are
working hard to make everything quick, easy and convenient for our customers,”
said Postmaster Robert McGuire. “We encourage customers to mail early and to
ship all their holiday packages with the Postal Service.”

Santa Monica has two U.S. Post Offices — 1248 Fifth St. and the Will Rogers

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

See BRIEFS, page 5
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Verge a class act
Editor:

Thank you for your profile on Art Verge (SMDP, Dec. 6, page 1). My family has
known him for over 25 years and he’s had a positive impact on all of us. Whether
he’s singing a duet with my father at the annual Verge Christmas party, teaching
history to my sister in Paris with SMC’s Study Abroad program, or cheering me on
at a water polo game during my own years at Saint Monica’s, he’s been a positive
influence to us all. Doctor Art Verge, hip hip hooray!

James Toomey
Santa Monica

Traffic calming stressing out high schooler
Editor:

In America’s large cities, a person needs to get to one place as fast as possible to
do their daily tasks and responsibilities. Santa Monica is no different with a popu-
lation of more than 85,000. But how can such a large amount of citizens get to work
with a City Council adding “traffic calming measures” that only increase the amount
of traffic congestion?

Many companies and the nation are losing productivity out of this major suburb
of Los Angeles because of these traffic slowing measures. One citizen put it simply,
“that streets are to be driven on, not blocked with sticks, islands and curb extensions
which unduly slow traffic.” If the City Council is part of the government and the
government is for the people, why isn’t the City Council for the people? California
is already in a budget deficit of $31.4 billion with no clear or easy way out and our
city is spending money to make us late to work and school. This angers me because
it just adds one more thing I need to worry about while driving. Traffic has become
so horrible for some that “traffic has changed their lives. Transportation should not
be a life changing experience for those of us just trying to get to work and school
on time.

All of these measures to “calm” us raging Santa Monicans started in 2000 with
the placement of median modifications, curb extensions, enhanced crosswalks and
a traffic circle south of Pico to the city’s southern limits on Fourth Street. The esti-
mated cost of this one section of our large city was for an astounding $115,960. The
city claims that these measures were implemented to slow the traffic in that neigh-
borhood because local residents complained of high and dangerous speeds. The
average speed before the placement of these modifications was 28 mph. The aver-
age speed now, with these modifications is 24 mph. An unanticipated result of the
measure is that traffic on this street has decreased, loading other streets in Santa
Monica with more traffic than they should have to handle. To top it all off, the ratio
of accidents has remained the same since the completion of these measures. The
only logical conclusion would be to label these “traffic calming measures” a huge
mistake and waste of tax dollars. 

The city’s most important services, the emergency services, have also com-
plained about the measures being placed around the city. Emergency services esti-
mate a negative impact on more than 8,200 emergency response calls a year and a
rise of up to one minute per call. In a society that is growing in population and
crime, emergency situations come with that growth in our society. If our City
Council does not want us to work or be safe, what does it want us to do?

We can not let our City Council work against us. We must use our voice and be
heard by the people that we employ, because without us, our City Council cannot
exist. I personally know many people who agree with Matthew Glasser, a con-
tributing columnist for the Santa Monica Daily Press, who said that he will “pledge
all of (my) future votes to any political candidate who will make solving our traffic
problems their one and only campaign issue.” We need to put the right people in the
right positions to help us live more prosperously and more importantly, safer.

Robert Winthrop
11th grader, Santa Monica High School

Arafat not a villain
Editor:

What Elan Sourno (SMDP, Nov. 13, page 7) fails to attribute, indeed recognize
about Yasser Arafat, is that he did once unanimously agree that Israel has a right to
exist, that terrorism is evil, and that there was an Israeli whom he “loved like a
brother” and with whom he un-alloyedly sought to come to terms with a peace
agreement. That Israeli was Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin. There was, in fact, a
mutual agreement between the two men as to accords and reconciliations. For that,
both were recipients of the Nobel Peace Prize, and rightfully so.

And then along came an assassin of Rabin, with the consequence of reverting
Arafat’s heart mournfully from the near-realization of accommodation to a hard,
paranoid mechanical lump. There can be no decent apology for a (such a man) no
matter what the cause. But with just a dollop of “to know all, is to forgive all,” there
might be the onset of setting aside vilifications about Arafat and expending sweat
and ink for finding another two such men to bring peace to the region.

William Cook
Santa Monica

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

I was battling insomnia the other night
so I surfed through the city of Santa
Monica’s Web site. I find it slows my
heart rate and lulls me to sleep.

Posted there are the resident satisfac-
tion surveys from 1998-2002. In each
year, homelessness is identified by citi-
zens as the predominate challenge facing
our city and yet little has changed on our
streets. A cynic might suggest that’s why
no surveys are available for 2003 and
2004. If Wal-Mart was this responsive to
its customers’ feedback, it would still be a
small mom and pop operation in Arkansas
— not that it’s necessarily a bad thing,
mind you. 

Why hasn’t our government made our
primary concern an institutional priority?
It’s telling that in a town with a plethora
of boards, commissions and task forces
convened to address everything from
Albatross Rights to Zeppelin
Management, there isn’t a Commission
on Homelessness. Perhaps that’s because
all of our City Council members live
north of Wilshire or in Sunset Park,
behind the invisible wall of proactive
policing which minimizes the homeless
population. Or maybe it’s because city
staff is rarely exposed to the issue, as the
only significant homeless presence at City
Hall occurs at the Saturday feedings on
the front lawn. 

Do you think we’d get a sharper focus
on the matter if we relocated homeless-
ness to the Civic Center? During the last
City Council campaign Herb Katz sug-
gested setting up tents in an area parking
lot to shelter the homeless. He’s since dis-
avowed the notion, but he may have been
headed in the right direction. What if a
permanent tent city were erected in front
of City Hall to house some of those with-
out homes? Might that then inspire some
genuine solutions to local homelessness?

Instead our City Council in recent
years has pursued the same tired policy of
doling out a modest $2 million for social
services, passing a couple of inadequately
enforced ordinances posing as tough love,
and bleating in Orwellian happy speak
about providing a continuum of care.
Excuse me, but what’s so compassionate
about leaving people to fend for them-
selves on the streets?

You see, while many would argue we
spend too much money on the homeless

in this city, I’m one of those deranged
pinkos who believes we don’t spend
enough and don’t spend it well. There’s a
reason these unfortunate people are called
the homeless and not the clothesless, tem-
porary shelterless, foodless, or shower-
less: to provide these amenities without
homes does little to cure this societal ill.
Simply put, Santa Monica needs to pro-
vide supportive, transitional housing to
substantially reduce our homeless popula-
tion. To do so would improve the quality
of life for both the homeless and the
housed.

Bobby Shriver has proposed turning
vacant buildings on the Veterans
Administration land in West LA into
housing for the chronically homeless.
And I say bless him. Finally a local leader
is talking about a real solution to home-
lessness: Homes. But even this farsighted
proposal will take some time to imple-
ment.

In the meantime the city of Santa
Monica owns its own vacant buildings
which can sooner be put to a similar use.
Now that the Rand Corporation has
moved into its ungainly new fortress, the
city has taken possession of the old Rand
buildings. These structures are scheduled
for demolition to make room for the
implementation of the Civic Center Plan,
a project which will cost more than $100
million and amounts to the de facto
McMansionization of City Hall.
Incidentally, nowhere in those resident
surveys did I see an iota of demand for a
makeover of the Civic Center.

I say let’s put that notion on hold and
instead use the Rand buildings to provide
housing for the homeless with on-site
support services to help those who want to
steer their lives in a new direction. It’s a
quick and relatively inexpensive stopgap
measure to substantially reduce our
homeless population while we wait for
some of these grander regional schemes
and 10-year plans to play out. And it puts
the issue of homelessness right in front of
City Hall. When our government truly
ameliorates our citizens’ primary concern,
then and only then should we proceed
with a Civic Center remodel whose pri-
mary support comes from City Council
and staff.

Like my idea? Then e-mail the City
Council at council@smgov.net. Every
day the old Rand buildings move one step
closer towards demolition. Soon a rare
opportunity will be lost.

(Ted Winterer is a writer and lives in
Ocean Park).

A grand plan that’s
doable: Rand building
a bridge for homeless

OUR TOWN
BY TED WINTERER

Tell Santa Monica what you think!Tell Santa Monica what you think!
...write a letter to the editor...write a letter to the editor

Email to: sack@smdp.com Email to: sack@smdp.com 
or fax 310.576.9913or fax 310.576.9913

Santa Monica Daily Press

OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are
encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are
libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for
purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-
9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.
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fee split among themselves and not dis-
closing the terms to City Hall. City offi-
cials claim the fee split canceled the con-
tract. The lawyers cited California case
law indicating they weren’t required to
disclose the fee split until the case was
completed.

City Attorney Marsha Moutrie coun-
tered that even if a judge rules against
City Hall and determines the lawyers
should be paid on a contingency basis,
there still may be a legal issue that pre-
cludes the attorneys from charging exor-
bitant rates.

“There is some potential that a court
could find that the fee they want is just
unconscionable, because of the circum-
stances of the case, including the fact that
the case did not progress far towards trial
and that a good deal of the work was done
in-house by the city,” said Moutrie, adding
that the MtBE lawsuit was the largest in
city history. Assistant City Attorney Joe
Lawrence and Deputy City Attorney Carol
Kurtz also worked on the case.

The size of the legal bill gave some
officials sticker shock.

“What they’re asking for and what they
believe they’re entitled to, it just staggers
my imagination,” City Councilman Bob
Holbrook said. “I’m a pharmacist, and it
would be like paying me $100,000 an
hour for my work. It just staggers my
imagination. 

“I couldn’t even calculate it,”
Holbrook added. “It’s such an enormous
figure per hour. It’s unimaginable. I guess
you’d have to be an attorney to even think
about it in those terms. They probably
make more money, per minute, than a
heavyweight champion does battling in
the ring. You have to think of it in those
terms.”

Baron maintained the “uncon-
scionable” issue already had been
addressed when the lawyers hashed out
the contract.

“We’ve already done that,” he said.
“(Moutrie) negotiated that uncon-
scionable clause in the contract ... We’re
very disappointed that the city hired us on
a contingency fee. We wanted to work for
a reduced contingency fee, plus an hourly
rate so we would not have to take any
risk. The city refused.”

With the court proceedings pending, a
judge has ordered City Hall to appraise
the value of the water treatment plant.

“We have objected to that procedure
occurring at this time, because we think it
kind of puts the cart before the horse,”
Moutrie said. “We think the liability issue
in this case should be resolved first.”

Still, Moutrie said a January hearing on
whether or not City Hall should pay the
lawyers based on contingency will resolve
what she views as the “threshold issue” in
the case. While Moutrie claimed the con-
tract was unclear, the outside attorneys
maintained City Hall is simply trying to
evade paying out on the large settlement.

Baron said he didn’t understand why
City Hall was hesitant to settle the bill,
adding the city would still profit by an
estimated $30 to $40 million after having
its water supply cleaned up. He added he
was confident he and his partners would
succeed in court.

“No lawyer ever wants to say, ‘You’re
going to win this one,’ but I think we have
the longer end of the stick,” added Baron,
who said the lawyers will fight for legal
fees if they win the case. “It’s very disap-
pointing that we have to go through this.
We sure would like to have avoided this.

“Having been hired in June of 2001, as
of today we haven’t been paid anything at
all. Not any of us. Not a penny.”

January hearing could
decide fate of City Hall’s
$60 million legal bill
MTBE, from page 1

Station, 1217 Wilshire Blvd.
Customers also have the option of sending their holiday packages from their

homes or businesses by using the Click-N-Ship online package service at
http://www.usps.com/clicknship. Insurance is available, and delivery confirmation
is free using the service, he said. With Click-N-Ship, the regular carrier will pick up
an unlimited number of Priority or Express Mail packages for free when scheduled
in advance, he said.

When using First-class Mail and Priority Mail to mail cards and packages domes-
tically, the Postal Service recommends mailing out-of-state mail by Tuesday, Dec.
21, and in-state mail by Wednesday, Dec. 22 After those dates, customers can still
use Express Mail for their packages going to many destinations.

Customers mailing to military service persons overseas and to international loca-
tions are advised to mail those packages as soon as possible to save on rates and get
them there by Christmas. Most military overseas mail and international mail should
be sent by Dec. 11 to arrive by Christmas. Express Mail is available after those
dates. 

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
BRIEFS, from page 3
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WESTSIDE - A new report has just been
released which identifies a foolproof 3-point plan
which any homebuyer can use to secure the best
financing rates when they buy a home.

When you’re looking to buy a home, the first
thing most homebuyers do is start the process of
househunting. However, experience proves that
this is one of the last steps you should be taking if
you want to get the most home for the least
amount of money. In fact, shopping for the best
financing should start long before you start shop-
ping for a home.

The experience of thousands of area homebuy-
ers has been summarized in a new report entitled
“Best Financing: A 3-Point Plan” This report out-

lines 3 critical steps you must take to obtain the
absolute best financing rates when you buy a
home. It tell you where you should go, what ques-
tions you should ask, and how to manage the
process to your personal advantage.

To read a  brief message about how to
order your free copy of this report, visit
www.westsidehomesource.com. Visit this site
now to learn how to obtain the best financing
rats when you buy your next home.

This report is courtesy of Steve Matilla, Matilla
Realty, Not intended to solicit properties currently list-
ed for sale. Copyright ©1997.

How to Secure Super-Low
Downpayment Home Loans When

You Buy A Home
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think that people miss ... (that) the towers
start four stories above the ground, and
the park, which is supposed to be one of
the public amenities, doesn’t meet the
ground level,” said Patricia Hoffman, for-
mer president of the Santa Monica
Democratic Club, which proposed the
moratorium.

“It’s the wrong starting place for a
community discussion. I would like to see
an honest community discussion that
starts with step one, rather than with step
seven or 10 or 20 or whatever it is, and I
think that’s been missed completely,”
Hoffman added.

A senior mall executive said he under-
stood the negative emotional reaction the
towers received, but added a moratorium
was the wrong response.

“A moratorium or anything that post-
pones the direction of Santa Monica Place
... would be very frustrating for Macerich,
since we have been working with the city
for close to three years,” said Randy
Brant, a vice president at Macerich Co.,
which owns the mall. “It’s an emotional
subject and I understand that. Macerich
did the right thing by suggesting what we
thinks works best. We’re certainly open to
considering alternatives.”

If the Planning Commission backs the
concept of a moratorium, the issue would
be forwarded onto the City Council,
which is currently scheduled to discuss
the Macerich proposal in January. It’s
unclear where the council stands on the
issue.

“I don’t think there needs to be a mora-
torium on development,” said City
Councilman Bob Holbrook, adding the
public process would be thorough. “The
Macerich project, if they redevelop —
and that’s a big ‘if’ — there’s adequate
zoning in place to do that and to do it rea-
sonably. We just need to work with them
on a project that everybody thinks is a
great one ... The spirit of redeveloping
(Santa Monica Place) is something that
everybody’s going to have to buy into.”

City Councilman Kevin McKeown
said now may be an ideal time for a devel-
opment moratorium because City Hall is
beginning the process of updating the
city’s general plan, which will govern
growth in Santa Monica for decades to
come.

“In general, this kind of a temporary
freeze on development is something that

other cities have done,” said McKeown,
an open critic of the Macerich plans. 

“I think it’s very interesting that this
proposal is coming from a grassroots
organization,” McKeown added. “It’s not
coming from planners. It’s not coming
from council members. It’s really coming
from the community. That to me says
something.”

Former Mayor Nat Trives, who sup-
ported a temporary development morato-
rium when he served on the council, said
the proposal was worth considering.

“Moratoriums are used just like you
would if you were driving a big truck —
you have your clutch and your brake, and
if you’re going too fast downhill, and you
don’t want to burn out your brakes, you
use the clutch,” Trives said.

“‘Moratorium’ is not a bad word,”
added Trives, who chairs the chamber of
commerce. “When used properly, the
moratorium is a legitimate function of
government.”

Large, city-wide moratoriums were
instituted in the late ’70s and again for sev-
eral years in the late ’80s, said Assistant
Planning Director Andy Agle. Several
smaller moratoriums, for specific areas of
the city and specific types of development,
have also been set up, Agle added.

Myriad legal issues are entailed, offi-
cials said.

“For me, the bottom line is ... the law
does allow cities to impose moratoria on a
showing under certain circumstances
where there is a need, and (the moratori-
um is) for a limited period of time,” City
Attorney Marsha Moutrie said.

With next week’s discussion pending,
members of the Planning Commission
were hesitant to comment publicly on the
proposal.

“It’s a really sticky, mucky situation,”
Planning Commissioner Arlene Hopkins
said.

Added Planning Commissioner Julie
Dad, also president of the Santa Monica
Democratic Club, which put forward the
suggestion to halt development: “I’ve not
seen the plan and I’m not going to have
anything to say about it until next
Wednesday night.

“In this case, and you can tell from the
records, Commissioner (Gwynne) Pugh
and I more than others (agree that) ... we
need to not move forward on things, espe-
cially text amendments, before we have
revised the general plan,” Dad added.

Council to review Macerich
plans sometime next year
MORATORIUM, from page 1

Kristine Johnson Fountain of JoyKristine Johnson Fountain of Joy
The Kristine Johnson Fountain of Joy is

seeking donations. Situated in a courtyard
garden  visible to the community, the foun-
tain will be a respite for those seeking faith,
peace and  hope amongst the challenges of

the world.

Donations to the Kristine Johnson 
Fountain of Joy may be sent to:

St. Augustine By-The-Sea Episcopal Church
1227 Fourth Street, Santa Monica, CA  90401

Re: Kristine Johnson Fountain of Joy
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to compete with a school team. But money,
leadership and support had to come first. 

A WAVE OF NEW TALENT
“The level of surfing in high school is

phenomenal,” Dill said. “Competing against
some teams from other schools would be
like the Santa Monica High School basket-
ball team playing the Detroit Pistons.

“The old adage that surfers are slackers
(isn’t true). This is the most difficult and
demanding sport I’ve been involved in,
and I’ve coached (other sports) for years
and years,” he added.

With the evolution of surfing, the
image of the beach bum, slacker lifestyle
has been tossed aside. Although the spirit
remains, the current multi-billion dollar
industry now sells to teens who are regu-
lars at before-school dawn patrol sessions.
Also included in that culture are grueling
practices, competitions, sponsorships,
commercials and media coverage that
push the pastime to the next level. 

Some Southern California schools, like
in San Clemente and Torrey Pines, have a
physical education class with 100 surfers,
Dill said. He hopes to have a similar pro-
gram one day at Samohi. 

The club at Samohi started off strong
but then tapered off, Dill said.

“A lot of it was cold water, bad condi-
tions that scared people off,” he said.
“They didn’t want to deal with it and the
commitment was a lot. Also, our faculty
advisor was leaving at the end of the year.

“At times there were five or six kids at
a meeting, I mean, it was depressing,” he
added. 

As with any new club, the initial push
was the most difficult. But many parents
were committed to getting the team up
and running, Dill said.

The group found a way to revive itself
by recruiting new members at an on-cam-
pus “Club Day,” then threw a beach party
and surf competition that they called the
“Samohi Valhalla Luau,” sponsored by
9star. Other sponsors later jumped on
board, including local merchants
Patagonia, Island Surf Shop, the Library
Alehouse, ZJ’s Boardinghouse, and the
Main Street Merchants Association. Other
companies donated food and helped coor-
dinate events, Dill said.

The team has gathered more momen-
tum since last year.

“We have a new crop of groms, and all
have improved,” Dill said. 

The team competes anywhere from North
County in San Diego to Santa Monica, as
part of the Interscholastic Surfing Federation
(ISF), which includes 80 teams.

For each competition, there are 16
available roster spots, which are deter-
mined by a combination of a surf-off, atti-
tude and commitment, and seniority on
the team, Dill said. During the season, the
team participates in five tournaments and
the state championship. 

So far, the team has had surfers
advance into semifinal rounds of competi-
tion — an improvement from last year
when no athletes made it past the first
rounds, according to the team’s Web site.

LEGENDS
Surf culture has changed from the end-

less summer of the ’60s. Today, it’s found
an urban niche in Santa Monica’s envi-

ronment, said Randy Wright, owner of
Horizons West surf shop on Main Street.
These days, surfers from mixed back-
grounds are found in the Southern
California surfing scene that was once
associated with stereotypical blond beach
bums from Orange County. 

Santa Monica, though, has had a long
history of nurturing many surfers to success. 

In 1913, George Freeth who invented
the red buoys that lifeguards use, and
Dave Rochlen, who created clothing com-
pany, Jam’s World Hawaii, came from
Santa Monica, Dill said. Now, profession-
al surfers, like Strider Raspberry
Wasilewski, a former Santa Monica resi-
dent and Quiksilver team captain, led the
way for other city-sprung surfers.  

In the 1980s, Wright was in charge of a
group of competitors that included, “a lot
of Venice High students, and also the hot
rippers from Samohi,” he said, who was
himself a top surfer. After the inevitable
shift of aging athletes began to get jobs
and move away, and the death of two
members who died surfing Pipeline — a
historically fast and powerful wave on the
North Shore of Oahu — the informal club
slowly disbanded, Wright said. 

With the passage of Proposition 13, the
available money for the Samohi surf club
dried up, Dill said. For years, there was no
organization or leadership to start the surf
club again. Until now, with the recent rise
in popularity of snowboarding, as well as
public action against ocean pollution, and
a renewed mainstream interest in the
sport, the time was ripe for more surfers
getting in the water, Wright said.

AN ONSCREEN MEMORY
On Wednesday night in Barnum Hall

at Samohi, the club screened a documen-
tary film that follows the journey of the
fledgling team from the moment the stu-
dents walked into the first meeting to the
development of the club as it experienced
a year of struggles and triumphs.

The documentary started from Dill’s
background as a filmmaker, and his desire
to capture and remember the experience.

“Something told me to take a camera
along, that maybe it was the first and only
year (of the club), and I want to have it for
my kids,” Dill said.

The documentary isn’t the first one to
come out of Samohi. In 1965, another
school surf film was screened at Barnum
Hall. In the future, Dill hopes to bring the
two films together for a 40-year reunion
of Samohi surfers.

Dill’s son, Gabriel, has been president of
the club and worked hard to get the group rec-
ognized. He was one of the first to see the film.

“I am pretty proud of him for the way
it’s turned out,” Gabriel Dill said. “I think
people will like it a lot but I’m not sure
what they are expecting.

“There’s a lot of narration, describing
some of our obstacles. It’s not really a
surf movie. The majority isn’t surfing
footage but (more about) lifestyle, and
about our tournaments.”

Christopher Dill hopes to market the
video throughout the United States to
high schools, junior high schools and all
the sport cable networks. He also sees a
possibility of “going international with it.
Kids in Japan, China, Europe, might be
interested,” he said.

“My goal is to tell the world about the
Santa Monica high school surf team.”

Surf Club documentary to
be distributed around globe
SURF’S UP, from page 1
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BY DON THOMPSON 
Associated Press Writer 

SACRAMENTO — An $8 billion plan to
restore the Sacramento-San Joaquin
Delta, which serves as both water filter
and straw for 22 million Californians, was
approved Thursday, despite critics’ warn-
ings that Congress and the state
Legislature would not provide the money. 

The finance plan unanimously adopted
by the California Bay-Delta Authority
proposes to shift more of the future cost to
the federal government and to water agen-
cies that benefit from the Delta, after state
taxpayers carried much of the burden for
years. 

Congress and President Bush reautho-
rized the joint California Federal Bay-
Delta Program in October, devoting $395
million to rebuild levees, restore ecosys-
tems and study new water storage pro-
jects. 

The Delta collects Northern California
water that is sucked through massive
pipes to feed much of Southern California
and some of the nation’s most productive
farmland. 

CalFed was created a decade ago in an
attempt to end the water wars between
farmers, urban users, fishermen and envi-
ronmental groups. Its multibillion-dollar
projects are bringing the first major
changes to California’s water systems
since the 1960s. 

The approved plan would chop state
funding in half, to 30 percent, and triple
federal funding, to 21 percent of the over-
all cost. The burden assumed by major
water users would increase by half, from
6 percent to 9 percent, while the propor-
tion paid by local governments and water
agencies would increase from 27 percent
to 40 percent. 

The plan is “simply unrealistic” and
unlikely to win legislative approval,
warned state Sen. Mike Machado, D-
Linden, who will chair a Natural
Resources subcommittee with CalFed
jurisdiction. 

It calls for $1.5 billion in state funding
over 10 years, twice what had been allo-

cated for CalFed under the $3.4 billion
Proposition 50 water quality bond
approved by voters in 2002. It assumes
$1.7 billion in scarce federal funding,
more than four times the recent CalFed
congressional funding level. 

Yet the $800 million-a-year finance
plan already is 36 percent smaller than the
plan that has guided the authority the last
four years. CalFed has been funded large-
ly by voter-approved state water bonds,
but the money is projected to soon run
out. 

The plan is driven by what needs to be
done, not what money is likely to be
available, said authority Chairman Gary
Hunt. Without significant new funding,
“we can maybe get the $395 million out
of the federal government, and then we
can pack up and go home in about three
years.” 

“We’ve got to shoot high,” said author-
ity Director Patrick Wright. “We think the
plan is reasonable.” 

The plan will go to Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger for consideration in next
year’s state budget, and to Congress for
consideration in the 2006 fiscal year. 

The shortfall has sparked a battle over
how much should be paid by the public at
large, and how much by beneficiaries like
water districts that provide water to urban
and agricultural users. 

A coalition of environmental groups
and Bay area municipalities says there
should be no taxpayer or bond money
used. The California Farm Bureau
Federation and a coalition of water agen-
cies — including the giant Westlands and
Metropolitan water districts — argue
Delta improvements carry public benefits
and deserve public funding. 

The plan calls for shifting about 15
percent of the cost from taxpayers to
users. “The question is, is that enough?”
said Hunt. 

The authority will spend the next three
to four months debating the details of how
to meet the funding goals in the finance
framework. The plan will then be
reviewed annually to match spending to
actual funding. 

$8 billion CalFed plan shifts
funding to feds and water users 

By The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — City Controller Laura
Chick said lax oversight of $6.3 million
spent on travel by city officials in the last
three years led to excessive hotel bills and
airfares, including $385 per night hotel
rooms and $1,559 for a round-trip flight
to Washington. 

Chick wrote in a report released
Wednesday that her office found “numer-
ous violations of travel guidelines, poli-
cies and procedures.” Councilman Jack
Weiss had requested an examination of
travel costs in the Information
Technology Agency. 

“Laura Chick’s report confirms that
problems we initially found in ITA are
systemic and require a citywide
response,” Weiss said. “To the extent
there are abuses, they have occurred
because of a lack of rigor, a lack of policy
and a lack of management.” 

In examining 346 trips, Chick said she
found travel records were kept inconsis-
tently and manually, making it difficult to
track and supervise trips to make sure
they complied with city policies. 

Chick asked the City Council to adopt
major changes in travel practices, includ-
ing computerization of the process, elimi-
nation of cash advances and a require-
ment that employees provide written rea-
sons when they buy airplane tickets that
cost more than the lowest available fares. 

The study looked at 22 roundtrips to
Washington by city employees and found
the average cost was $553, but the
mayor’s office paid $1,559 for Deputy
Chief of Staff Nathalie Rayes to fly there
in March. 

Rayes was part of a seven-person dele-
gation, including Mayor James K. Hahn,
that went to the capital to seek legislative
help on homeland security and policing
issues. 

Public officials living
high off taxpayers
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High court to decide who lives and dies
By The Associated Press 

SAN DIEGO — Two years after the U.S. Supreme Court ruled it was unconstitu-
tionally cruel and unusual to execute retarded murderers, California’s high court
began weighing who should live or die on the nation’s largest death row. 

The nation’s highest court left it to the states to define what constitutes retarda-
tion, paving the way for new laws and court challenges in more than two dozen
states that did not outlaw the practice. California lawmakers last year adopted a ban
on such punishment for the mentally infirm, but state prosecutors fear California’s
entire death row population — about 650 inmates — may claim it is retarded unless
the court sets limits. 

The issue was argued before the California Supreme Court on Tuesday as the jus-
tices weighed the fate of a Los Angeles gang member condemned for killing two
rivals in 1982. State prosecutors said the defendant, Anderson Hawthorne, who
could not recite the alphabet as a school-aged boy, is close to being retarded but
should die in what has become the state’s first test-case expected to set ground rules
for condemned inmates who claim they should be spared. 

“Our opinion is that Mr. Hawthorne is not mentally retarded,” Deputy Attorney
General Robert Henry told the justices. 

Environmentalists sue county over development
By The Associated Press 

SANTA ANA — Environmentalists sued Orange County for approving the 14,000-
home Rancho Mission Viejo development plan, claiming the county didn’t ade-
quately assess the impact on wildlife in the area. 

The lawsuit was filed Wednesday by a coalition of environmental groups. 
“The environmental assessment rubber-stamped by the county claims that this

colossal development on mostly unspoiled land will have no significant environ-
mental impact, and that’s simply not plausible,” Endangered Habitats League exec-
utive director Dan Silver said. 

The Board of Supervisors approved zoning changes and a development agree-
ment last month. Bryan Speegle, director of the county’s Resources and
Development Management Department, described the project’s environmental
impact report as “very adequate.”

Rancho Mission Viejo, the landowner, plans to leave two-thirds of the 23,000-
acre property as open space with homes and commercial development on the rest.
The county still must approve specific plans, such as tract maps. 

Environmentalists claim the plan will damage the environment by fragmenting
fragile habitat with roads and buildings. The lawsuit seeks to reverse county
approval and stop Rancho Mission Viejo from proceeding until a new plan is draft-
ed. 

The development company said it had worked for more than a decade to strike a
fair balance between the need for growth and environmental protection. The com-
pany was disappointed by the lawsuit, spokesman Dan Kelly said. 

“We will be talking with the parties to determine any opportunities for settle-
ment,” Kelly added. 

County to blame for flash floods, suit alleges 
By The Associated Press

SAN BERNARDINO — Two more wrongful death lawsuits were filed against the
county on behalf of the families of people killed in last year’s Christmas Day flash
floods. 

Like the first suit filed Dec. 2, the new suits this week accuse the county of fail-
ing to properly warn the public of the likelihood of flash floods on hillsides left bare
by the Old and Grand Prix fires. 

The latest suits also list as defendants the owners of Camp St. Sophia, a Greek
Orthodox Church-owned property where 14 people were killed by torrents of water,
mud and rock as they celebrated the holiday. 

“This tragic avalanche, or whatever you want to call it, is nothing anyone could
have expected or anticipated,” church attorney George Preonas said. “There was no
way to predict the magnitude of what happened.” 

Attorney Dennis Sherwin, who filed a lawsuit for the relatives of six people who
died on the property and two others who were injured, said St. Sophia officials were
aware of the danger, noting the church published a newsletter containing informa-
tion about the threat. 

“The bottom line is, they shouldn’t have had anyone up there in inclement weath-
er,” he said. 

The plaintiffs in Sherwin’s suit include Ricardo Navarro, who had been with his
children at St. Sophia when heavy rain formed a deadly deluge. A $1 million claim
filed in advance of the lawsuit contained Navarro’s recollection of the day Pablo,
his 11-year-old son, and Yoleila, his 7-year-old daughter, were swept away from
him by the force of the floods. 

“(Navarro) could hear the decedents screaming and yelling as they were
entrapped and overcome by said flow of dirt, mud, water and debris,” the claim stat-
ed. 

The other new case was filed on behalf of survivors of Rosa Najera-Juarez, 40,
and her 6-year-old daughter, Katherine, who also died at the St. Sophia site. 

“The county hasn’t seen any of these lawsuits, so the county can’t specifically
address the causes of action,” county spokesman David Wert said Wednesday. “The
county wasn’t responsible for the tragedy that occurred.” 

STATE BRIEFS
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WHAT’S PLAYING ...

CLOSER
The sum of this tragicomedy’s compet-
ing parts adds up to the best-looking
portrait of moral depravity on the big
screen this year.
Starring: Julia Roberts, Jude Law,
Natalie Portman, Clive Owen

HOUSE OF FLYING DAGGERS
This devastating love story disguised
as a kung fu flick is one of the year’s
most astonishing cinematic achieve-
ments.
Starring: Takeshi Kaneshiro, Andy
Lau, Zhang Ziyi

ALEXANDER
Oliver Stone has depicted a hero so
shaken and internally conflicted, that
it’s hard to imagine him being the leg-
endary ruler he was.
Starring: Colin Farrell, Angelina Jolie

NATIONAL TREASURE
This sprawling treasure hunt is
cacophonous, eye-popping and
unabashedly devoid of nuance.
Despite a promising high concept, the
best that can be said about it is it could
have been worse.
Starring: Nicolas Cage, Diane Kruger

BAD EDUCATION
An uneven stab at film noir in which
director Pedro Almodovar indulges
cross-dressing fetishes, maligns child-
molesting priests and celebrates
French New Wave cinema.
Starring: Gael Garcia Bernal, Fele
Martinez

BRIDGET JONES: THE EDGE OF
REASON
Feels a lot like premeditated cock-up,
filled with uneven sitcommish set
pieces, credulity-stretching conve-
niences and humor that is as flat as its
buxom, chain-smoking heroine isn’t.
Starring: Renee Zellweger, Colin Firth,
Hugh Grant

FINDING NEVERLAND
As moving a motion picture as we’re
likely to see this year, and – as the
movie poster contends – one that is
sure to unlock even the most immured
imagination.
Starring: Johnny Depp, Kate Winslet

KINSEY
Kinsey’s history is nimbly recounted,
and bristles with fun and, on occasion,
arresting poignance. Captivating cine-
ma that feels particularly relevant in
these retrogressive times.
Starring: Liam Neeson, Laura Linney

AFTER THE SUNSET
Surely the world doesn’t need another
weak Elmore Leonard knock-off popu-
lated with one-dimensional charac-
ters engaging in humdrum high jinks.
Starring: Pierce Brosnan, Salma
Hayek

THE INCREDIBLES
Boasts the total package: Great cast,
invigorating storytelling, state-of-the-
art 3-D animation and, best of all, that
elusive quality known as movie magic.
Starring: Holly Hunter, Craig T. Nelson

ALFIE
Remake is lighter in tone, decidedly
more farcical than the original. Law’s
a movie star who’s awfully easy on the
eyes and boundlessly talented.
Starring: Jude Law, Susan Sarandon

RAY
An instant inductee into the pantheon
of great biographic movies. There
isn’t a moment in the entire picture in
which we’re not convinced Foxx IS Ray
Charles.
Starring: Jamie Foxx, Regina King,
Kerry Washington

The A-list cast of “Ocean’s Twelve” is rumored to
have had a blast both on and off the set of director Steven
Soderbergh’s much-anticipated heist film, and for two of
the stars at least, the shenanigans continued long after

production wrapped. During an
interview at a recent promotional
junket, George Clooney and Brad
Pitt — tongues firmly planted in

cheek — traded good-natured barbs and yukked it up
from start to finish. As for what really transpired during
the making of this sequel, like the too-cool-for-school
con men they portray in the movie, neither actor would
spill the beans.

Was making “Ocean’s Twelve” as much fun is it
appears to have been?

BRAD PITT: We didn’t actually know we were shoot-
ing a movie. We thought we were on holiday, but appar-
ently some things got done.

GEORGE CLOONEY: Apparently, Steven was shooting a
film during the party.

And he shot a good one. How did he pull in the reigns?
When was enough, enough?

GC: Three-thirty in the afternoon-ish. And then he’d
go, “OK, guys, help me out here. I’m trying to shoot a
film.” Then we’d work for an hour, which was in my
contract.

BP: No more than two takes. He refused to do any-
thing more than two takes.

GC: That’s because my acting range only goes from A
to B, so I give him two options.

BP: Really, it’s one option twice.

What was it like the day you, Julia, Matt and the rest
of the cast reunited on location?

GC: Like a Turkish bath.
BP: I don’t want to talk about it. I’m still emotionally

scarred from that day.
GC: The first day was shot in a warehouse in Chicago

with everyone there. It’s fun to be around when Carl
(Reiner) walks in. There are all these big stars around,
but Carl’s the guy everybody sort of gravitates towards.

What will you remember most about the experience?
Several of the other actors have mentioned the time
spent at Lake Como in Italy.

BP: Lake Como was a highlight, yes. We jammed as
much of the cast as we could into George’s, uh …

GC: House.
BP: Yeah, house. Or, some might say, mansion. Or

palatial estate.
GC: Maturity wasn’t really on our radar while we were

there.

How did newcomer Catherine Zeta-Jones take to such
a freewheeling style of filmmaking?

BP: She thought we were actually making a movie,
which was the biggest joke of all.

GC: She would go to bed early at night saying, “I’ve
got to get up early and shoot.” We were, like, “You
what?” But it paid off because most of what she did is
still in the film.

BP: And is far superior to anything the two of us did.

Why do audiences enjoy heist movies so much?
GC: Don’t you think most heist films actually end up

tanking? Most of them don’t do very well.
BP: Most of my films in general don’t do very well.

(Laughs)

Any plans for a third “Ocean’s” film?
BP: We did it.
GC: Already shot it.

BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

Much like that pie-eyed Playboy of an uncle who flies off the handle every year at
the family reunion, this sequel is messy yet still fun to watch. It’s been widely report-
ed that director Steven Soderbergh’s production was a nonstop globe-trotting party for
his fun-loving superstar cast, and the gleeful esprit de corps it engendered permeates

the finished product like a martini-soaked olive. “Ocean’s Twelve”
is relentlessly insouciant and asks audiences to adopt a similar atti-
tude. Brad Pitt and George Clooney sure are a couple of cut-ups,
and Julia Roberts and Catherine Zeta-Jones exude va-va-voom.

Throw in Matt Damon, Bernie Mac, a Cockney-fied Don Cheadle … hell, Bruce Willis
and Topher Grace even make cameo appearances as themselves. And they’re all so
dandy and seem to be having such a fantastic time, why not get in on the revelry vic-
ariously for a few hours? After all, they are the brightest stars in the pop cultural galaxy
for a reason: People LOVE watching them. 

As for what they’re all doing besides charming us, three years after being bilked out
of $160 million, ruthless casino boss Terry Benedict (Andy Garcia) has tracked down
Danny Ocean (Clooney) and his crew and demanded recompense with interest. With a
two-week deadline looming, Ocean’s eleven pack up their designer duds and jet off to
Europe (they’re “too hot” to operate in the states, plus it’s much cheaper to film abroad)
intent on stealing the dough needed to save their skins. What’s new this time around?
Well, Pitt gets a chance to play ladykiller thanks to the addition of newcomer Zeta-
Jones, and Damon’s nerdy character asserts himself and steps into a leadership role.
The script by George Nolfi isn’t as polished as the one Ted Griffin wrote for “Eleven,”
but the actors are able to buff most of the dull areas with sheer charisma. Soderbergh
— saddled with too many characters and storylines — takes so many shortcuts that the
film feels like a bit of a cheat. But when taken — not too seriously — as a pastiche of
beautiful people, exotic places, groovy tunes, and loosely comic set pieces, this sequel
is a snazzy delight. 

(Rated PG-13 for language. Running time: 120 minutes)

Twelfth take: It was
all fun and games
for Pitt and Clooney

Ocean’s Twelve has got
star power and is ‘messy’

Review

Q&A



BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

“We’re being led on a suicide mission by a selfish maniac.” So says a perennially
topless female crew member as things take a turn for the worse aboard The Belafonte
— maritime compound of legendary, anachronistic, dope-smoking oceanographer
Steve Zissou. She’s right — Zissou is an egoist and more than a bit unbalanced, and as

portrayed by the inimitable Bill Murray he’s one of the most wildly
appealing movie characters imaginable. That’s got a lot to do with
the guy who imagined him, Wes Anderson, the droll mastermind
behind “Rushmore,” “Bottle Rocket” and “The Royal

Tenenbaums.” This, Anderson’s fourth feature, is the plus ultra of whimsical cerebra-
tion, and fans of his work will no doubt be lifted into the empyrean. Others, though,
might prefer something less high-reaching, like “Blade: Trinity” (And, yeah, you know
who you are.)

Cut from the Jacques Cousteau mold, Zissou’s “suicide mission” is to find the fabled
Jaguar Shark that ate his best friend. He’s joined on that quest by a team of dreamers that
includes Ned Plimpton (Owen Wilson) a southern gentleman who may or not be son
Steve never knew; pregnant journalist Jane Winslett-Richardson (Cate Blanchett), an
adoring German engineer (Willem Dafoe) and his brilliant wife Eleanor (Angelica Huston). Also sailing along are Jeff Goldblum as Zissou’s arch
nemesis and the always-brilliant Michael Gambon as venerable documentary producer Oseary Drakoulias. The stellar cast is absolutely delightful,
as is the film’s score (by long-time Anderson collaborator and Devo frontman Mark Mothersbaugh), production design (Mark Friedberg) and, well,
just about everything. It’s an olla podrida of odd from a visionary filmmaker.

(Rated R for language, some drug use, violence and partial nudity. Running time: 118 minutes)
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BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

While it’s difficult to reach a consensus on anything
these days, I think I speak for a sizable chunk of the over-
20 movie-going population in imploring Hollywood to
please stop with all the damn vampire movies. “Blade:

Trinity,” the third installment in a
series running two films too long, is
the latest cacophonous calamity to
roll off the action flick assembly line

— an insipid sequel that puts the “suck” back in the
bloodsucker genre. Returning to the titular role as the
scourge of the nightcrawlers, Wesley Snipes affects a per-
petual scowl that suggests frustration more so than men-
ace. The star is getting old, and while his character’s pres-
ence looms large in this picture, writer-director David S.
Goyer has allotted many of the movie’s pivotal moments
to youngsters Jessica Biel (“The Texas Chainsaw
Massacre”) and Ryan Reynolds (“Van Wilder”). To his
credit the latter, who buffed-up considerably to play
gung-ho vampire hunter Hannibal King, outperforms
everyone in “Blade: Trinity” — alas, it’s a distinction akin to being named valedictorian at summer school.

Goyer trots out the progenitor of the vampire race, Dracula (Dominic Purcell), to battle Blade in what is hopefully the series’ swan song. Ah,
but this is no mere rehashing of one of the cinema’s most timeworn villains — Goyer’s version has runway-model looks, dons Goth-chic couture
and has taken to calling himself Drake. After all, the old name is soooo 14th Century. Drake and his army of hipster vampires, which includes
Parker Posey (exquisitely awful here) and pro wrestler Triple H (see previous parenthetical), want total world domination. Blade and his crew of
teen-focus-group friendly freedom fighters are humanity’s only hope. They’ve got Good on their side, along with a leather-loving costume design
team to make them look really sexy. Plus they carry iPods and listen to kick-ass music while kicking ass. Unfortunately that stuff alone makes for
a better video game than a movie. 

(Rated R for strong pervasive violence and language, and some sexual content. Running time: 105 minutes)

‘Life Aquatic’ exudes a
celebration of brilliance

Review

Review

‘Blade Trinity’ just another vampire flick



BY MELISSA TRUJILLO 
Associated Press Writer 

DENVER — Wrapping up a modern-day Bonnie and
Clyde case that stretched around the world, a woman
accused of helping her boyfriend rob banks across the
West was sentenced Thursday to 10 years in prison and
ordered to repay more than $231,000. 

Nova Guthrie, 31, turned and smiled at her parents and
other relatives after hearing her punishment. Her father,
Ralph Guthrie, waved at her as she was led away. 

Guthrie pleaded guilty last year to three robberies in
Colorado, New Mexico and Oregon in a deal that called
for a sentence of nine to 11 years. Sentencing was
delayed while her attorney challenged federal sentencing
guidelines, saying she should serve five to seven years
instead. 

U.S. District Judge Daniel Sparr sentenced Guthrie to
three 10-year sentences that will be served simultaneous-
ly. She also will be on probation for five years. 

Authorities blamed Guthrie and her boyfriend, Craig
Pritchert, for a string of bank robberies in Arizona,
Colorado, Montana, New Mexico, Oregon, Texas and
Washington between 1997 and 1999. The two, who
allegedly got away with some $500,000, were captured
in South Africa last year, living under assumed names. 

Guthrie spoke briefly to Sparr during the hearing,
agreeing that she stayed with Pritchert even after finding
out he robbed banks. 

“All you thought about was how you wanted to be
with Mr. Pritchert, how you wanted to protect him,”
Sparr said. But that protection ended up hurting others,
the judge said, including two former bank workers who
testified during the hearing. 

Jeannie Wyatt told the court she was held at gunpoint
by Pritchert in an Aztec, N.M., bank in 1998 and she saw
Guthrie in a blue car. 

“I looked right at her face and I thought she was here
to help me,” Wyatt said tearfully. She said she eventual-
ly quit the banking industry because she was too scared. 

“I’m never able to forget Miss Guthrie,” she said. 
Guthrie’s family submitted letters to the judge but

declined to speak to him during the hearing. They
declined comment to reporters. 

Pritchert, 43, was recently sentenced to 22 1/2 years in
prison after pleading guilty to robberies in Colorado,
Oregon and Arizona. He also was ordered to pay
$206,406 in restitution. 

Barring appeals, the sentencing wraps up a colorful
case in which prosecutors say the pair used their ill-gotten
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BY JON SARCHE 
Associated Press Writer 

DENVER — Colorado will have an unusually heavy
presence in President Bush’s second-term Cabinet, with
two seats going former Colorado residents and a third
held by a University of Denver graduate. 

Bush said Thursday that Gale Norton, a two-term
Colorado attorney general, will return as interior secre-
tary. He also named Jim Nicholson, a former Englewood
homebuilder, to be his new secretary for veterans affairs. 

Condoleezza Rice, Bush’s choice for secretary of
state, also has ties to Colorado. She earned graduate and
undergraduate degrees from the University of Denver. 

“I don’t know if it’s a benefit beyond the ego satisfac-
tion that comes with your natives reaching high levels of
office,” said Norm Ornstein, a political analyst for the
American Enterprise Institute. “But it’s certainly nice to
know a small state is able to come up with talent.” 

Nicholson, a former Republican National Committee
chairman and decorated Vietnam War veteran, is cur-
rently U.S. ambassador to the Vatican. 

In announcing his nomination, Bush noted
Nicholson’s eight years as a paratrooper and Army
Ranger in Vietnam, where he earned the Bronze Star,
calling Nicholson “a patriot, a man of deep conviction
who has answered his country’s call many times.” 

Nicholson and Norton had both been mentioned as pos-
sible candidates for Colorado governor in 2006; Norton
has also been suggested as a candidate for U.S. Senate. 

She is one of only six Cabinet members to keep their
jobs for Bush’s second term; nine were replaced. 

Ornstein said Norton’s return reflects the fact that she
shares Bush’s desire to allow energy developers as well
as recreationists to have access to public lands. 

“The multiple-use philosophy resonated with him and
an awful lot of his base,” Ornstein said. “For her to go

would have raised some eyebrows, and there’s no desire
on his part to go through a bruising confirmation hearing
that would raise all those environmental issues.” 

Norton is also a strong supporter of Bush’s energy
policy, including opening the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge and other public lands in the West to energy
development. 

“It’s very hard to say what’s Gale Norton’s policy and
what’s the White House’s policy,” said Jim Martin, exec-
utive director of Western Resource Advocates. “Her
management of resources on public land I think has been
mostly badly done.” 

He criticized her for what he saw as a “single-minded
focus” on increasing supplies of natural gas and oil at the
expense of conservation interests. 

Norton says that has helped balance economic use of
public lands with conservation. 

“She’s been a very effective spokesperson and mes-
senger for the administration’s views,” Wonstolen said. 

But Pete Kolbenschlag of the Colorado
Environmental Coalition dismissed the Four C’s as a
public relations ploy, saying she listens to people who
agree with the administration and ignores those who
don’t. 

Norton won praise for her work on water issues, forc-
ing Southern California to stop taking more than its share
of Colorado River water and pushing a plan for future
use of water in the West. 

But she angered environmentalists by striking deals
with former Utah Gov. Mike Leavitt that they fear will
gut protection of Western roadless areas and wilderness. 

Like Rice, Nicholson and Norton have ties to the
University of Denver. Both got their law degrees from
the private, 9,500-student school. 

“It’s a very amazing kind of coincidence,” said Mary
Ricketson, dean of the DU Sturm College of Law. “It’s a
wonderful time for the university.” 
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Second-term Bush Cabinet has
heavy presence from Colorado

gains to visit ski resorts and tropical paradises like Belize. 
Prosecutors said a disguised Pritchert would carry a

handgun into banks, tie up employees with plastic
restraints and duct tape, and leave with bags of money.
Guthrie drove the getaway car. At one time they were on
the FBI’s most-wanted list. 

Pritchert is a father of three who played baseball for
Arizona State University. At his sentencing, he apolo-
gized to his children “for being a disappointment” and to
the bank workers he robbed. 

He met Guthrie in 1997 in Farmington, N.M., after rob-
bing an Arizona bank and getting away with $32,000. Both

were smitten, and before long they were hitting banks. 
Investigators’ first big break came shortly after a 1999

heist in Bend, Ore. While passing through Phoenix,
Pritchert and Guthrie stopped at the home of one of her
relatives. The family persuaded her to stay, and she later
surrendered to the FBI in Denver. 

Guthrie agreed to cooperate and began providing
details about the holdups. But authorities released her
and weeks later she reunited with Pritchert. 

Authorities said it appeared the two lived a quiet life
in South Africa before someone spotted a “wanted”
poster that led to their arrest in Cape Town in August
2003. Guthrie, who was raised in tiny Boone, Colo., was
a manager at a trendy Cape Town nightclub, Bossa Nova. 

Fun times are over for con couple
BONNIE AND CLYDE, from page 12
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BY GINA HOLLAND 
Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON — A food fight broke out
at the Supreme Court this week, with jus-
tices considering whether the government
can force farmers and ranchers to pay for
ad campaigns with catchy phrases like
“Beef: It’s what’s for dinner” and bill-
boards featuring milk mustaches on
celebrities. 

Some ranchers are challenging the
multimillion-dollar beef promotion pro-
gram, saying they shouldn’t have to pay
for ads they disagree with. 

The eventual ruling could jeopardize
more than 100 federal and state cam-
paigns for other products — eggs, man-
goes, popcorn and even alligators. 

The programs are billed as a way to
help farmers of all sizes with generic ads,
but they have fared poorly in courts.
Lower courts have already struck down
the “Got Milk?” dairy promotion, adver-
tisements calling pork “the other white
meat,” and the beef program. 

Attorney Gregory Garre, representing
cattlemen who support the beef campaign,
told justices the whole industry has bene-

fited from increased exports to other
countries and consumer education. 

“The part that’s good can’t save the
whole thing,” Justice Antonin Scalia said. 

And Justice Anthony M. Kennedy said,
“There is something offensive” about
forcing ranchers to pay for ads they do not
support. 

Still, the court seemed divided on how
to settle the case. 

“Every time we pay general taxes
we’re supporting government speech we
may not agree with,” Scalia said. 

Some justices also seemed concerned
that a ruling against the government
would hurt efforts to force cigarette mak-
ers to pay for ads warning about the dan-
gers of smoking. 

“The ultimate beneficiary of the adver-
tising is the consumer,” Bush administra-
tion lawyer Edwin Kneedler said, defend-
ing the beef campaign. 

He said the government believes beef
should be part of Americans’ diets, and
formed the program to help small farmers
who could not mount a national campaign
on their own. 

Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg and sev-
eral other court members appeared skepti-

cal of claims the beef program was gov-
ernment speech, giving the cattle ranchers
no right to challenge it. She said govern-
ment public health experts would not
encourage people to eat lots of red meat. 

Beef producers are required to pay a $1
per-head fee on cattle sold in the United
States, which generates more than $80
million a year for ads, research and edu-
cational programs on mad cow disease.
Federal officials oversee how the money
is spent. 

Producers get back $5.67 for every dol-
lar they contribute in increased prices
because of the program, supporters con-
tend. 

However, Harvard Law School profes-
sor Laurence Tribe, representing ranchers
who oppose the program, said the money
never makes it to the 850,000 individual
cattle producers. Instead, he said, restau-
rants, grocery stores and slaughterhouses
get the benefits. 

Tribe said the ad campaign is intended
to help, but “the road to hell is often paved
with good intentions.” 

Among the complaints are that the ads
do not specifically promote American beef,
helping beef importers who do not have to

contribute, and that generic promotions do
little good for specialized farmers. 

The government was sued by ranchers
who sell cattle in South Dakota and
Montana. They won an appeals court rul-
ing that found the 20-year-old program
violated the First Amendment. 

The federal government and Nebraska
cattlemen appealed to the high court,
which has dealt before with questions
about government authority to force farm-
ers into joint programs. 

In 1997, the court upheld advertising
programs for California fruit. But in 2001,
justices struck down a mandatory cam-
paign for the mushroom industry. 

The court has never decided, however,
if such programs are government speech. 

Many groups and 34 states are support-
ing the government. Justices were told
that in California alone, 48 mandatory
programs are used to promote produce
like grapes and lettuce. 

The federal government has 17
research and promotion programs, for
blueberries, beef, cotton, dairy, eggs,
milk, Hass avocados, honey, lamb, man-
goes, mushrooms, peanuts, popcorn, pork,
potatoes, soybeans and watermelons. 

Court considers challenge of mandatory beef checkoff 

warren@prusd.com • www.sandiegohomesdowntown.com

2 bed 2 bath + den  1,680  sqrft   ocean views! ......$750,000
2 bed 2 bath 1,221 sqft Ocean Views!!...............$550,000
2 bed 2 bath 1,700 sqft Prime water view location..........$1,265,000
2 bed 2 bath + den Penthouse level. Water Views!!!  ..........$1,425,000

Chris Warren
(619) 818-1666

Discover Opportunity...
Just two hours away, Downtown San Diego is booming. 

Minutes to dozens of world class golf courses, parks and the historic Gaslamp
District...and the best ocean views in Southern California!
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BY SUZANNE GAMBOA 
Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON — The U.S. House intel-
ligence bill negotiated this week would
double the number of border agents and
substantially increase the size of immi-
grant detention facilities over the next five
years. 

House and Senate conferees broke a
stalemate over legislation containing rec-
ommendations from the 9/11
Commission, and final congressional
votes could come as early as Wednesday.
President Bush pushed for passage in
recent days, but debate over authority of a
new national intelligence director and
proposed immigration restrictions threat-
ened to kill it. 

Although some say the bill doesn’t go

far enough to restrict immigration, it
authorizes the number of Border Patrol
agents to grow by 10,000 and the number
of Immigration and Customs Enforcement
agents by 7,500 by 2010. There are cur-
rently 11,200 Border Patrol agents and
5,500 ICE agents. 

The bill also proposes 4,000 more beds
by 2010 for detaining immigrants, up
from about 21,000. 

There also are other immigration mea-
sures in the bill, such as requiring a plan
for remote-controlled aircraft for border
surveillance, strengthening visa require-
ments and increasing penalties for smug-
gling of illegal immigrants. 

But some provisions were dropped, to
the dismay of conservative Republicans,
including one that would have required
states to only give drivers’ licenses to

U.S. citizens or legal residents. Another
would have restricted states’ acceptance
of foreign documents for identity. 

Rep. David Dreier, chairman of the
House Rules Committee, said one condi-
tion of the compromise is that the exclud-
ed immigration measures be addressed
next session. 

“There will be legislation that must
pass that will have strong bipartisan sup-
port and it is our hope we will be able to
attach these measures,” said Dreier, R-
Calif. 

Rep. Mac Thornberry, a member of the
House intelligence committee, said the
bill will help update organizations that
have been based on a Cold War threat but
won’t solve all problems. 

“What I worry about is that some may
think this is a magic fix for all our home-

land security problems,” said Thornberry,
R-Clarendon. “It’s not, and I believe we
have yet to confront some of the serious
issues that are necessary for homeland
security. Immigration and border enforce-
ment is one of those issues.” 

Thornberry said he supported earlier
versions of the legislation that provided
more drastic intelligence reforms and
more authority for the national intelli-
gence director, but still supports the com-
promise bill. 

Thornberry recently replaced Porter
Goss, who became CIA director, on the
House Permanent Select Committee on
Intelligence. He has been an advocate for
reorganizing agencies responsible for
homeland security since before the Sept.
11, 2001, terrorist attacks. 

Bill proposes nearly doubling Border Patrol and facilities

BY H. JOSEF HEBERT 
Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON — U.S. energy policy
over the long term will require new
nuclear power plants, cleaner coal and
cars that get more miles per gallon,
experts said Wednesday. 

They also said mandatory federal pro-
grams are needed to address climate
change and scaled back the expected
growth of greenhouse gases. The Bush
administration has asserted that voluntary
action by industry will do the job and
opposes government-imposed rules. 

The Commission on Energy Policy, a
privately funded group, said in its report
the government should spend billions of
dollars on energy research and projects,
including the development of a next-gen-
eration nuclear power reactors. 

William Reilly, one of the commis-
sion’s leaders, said any national energy
policy must address climate change and
propose mandatory emission requirements
because “the long-term risks are real.” 

The commission sought a middle
course between the administration’s vol-
untary program and demands by environ-
mentalists and some members of
Congress for required cuts in greenhouse
emissions along the lines outlined by a
1997 international agreement known as
the Kyoto Treaty. 

A mandatory program that focused at
first on checking the growth of green-
house gases — as opposed to actual

reductions in emissions — was viewed as
“a meaningful first step,” said Reilly,
head of the Environmental Protection
Agency under the first President Bush. 

The proposal would offer industry a
way to cap the cost of required emission
reductions. 

The recommendations from a commis-
sion whose members are energy experts,
industry executives, labor leaders and for-
mer government officials are not binding
on President Bush or Congress. But they
could help move along the debate about the
country’s energy policy, which has stalled
in Congress over the past four years. 

The commission urged a larger federal
role in developing cleaner sources of
energy and said the government should
double the amount of money spent on
research and development. The experts
said Congress should “significantly
strengthen” the standards for vehicle fuel
efficiency so the United States can reduce
its oil consumption. 

Commission member Susan Tierney,
an energy consultant and former assistant
energy secretary in the Clinton adminis-
tration, said improvements in fuel econo-
my has to be a “a centerpiece” of an ener-
gy agenda. The experts could not agree on
how much farther vehicles should go on a
gallon of fuel. 

The commission avoided the con-
tentious issue of whether to develop oil in
Alaska’s Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.
Opening the refuge to drilling has been a
White House priority and the focus of

intense debate in Congress. 
It was not included “because members

of the commission do not agree on it,”
said a commission leader John Rowe,
chairman of Exelon Corp. 

The commission recommended
expanded development of coal, natural
gas and nuclear power, saying those
sources will be needed to help the United
States move toward energy security. 

The report called for $7 billion in feder-
al spending over 10 years on clean coal
technology and research into ways to cap-
ture emissions of carbon dioxide from
power plants, thereby “ensuring a future for

the nation’s most plentiful energy source.” 
Among the other recommendations

were: 
■ Spending $2 billion over 10 years on

reactor research. 
■ Committing $3 billion to advance

development of hybrid gasoline-electric
cars. They have proved popular among
consumers but are not being produced on
a large scale. 

■ Encouraging construction of lique-
fied natural gas terminals. 

■ Spending $1.5 billion over 10 years
to increase domestic production of nonpe-
troleum renewable transportation fuels. 

More federal money needed for energy security, panel concludes 

Santa Monica       

Mon thru Fri, 8:30-12p
Ages 6-17, $275/week

CPR certified
310-920-1265

camp@learntosurfla.com

Surf Camp
Bitch!

Whine!
Complain!

Check Out the Question of the Week on Page 3 and let us hear what you have to say
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Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

B r u c e  R u d m a n

11301 Olympic Boulevard, Suite 541
Los Angeles, CA 90064

T

F

E

310.393.2727
928.222.9992
Bruce@Architects-Engineers.net

B r u c e R u d m a n

A r c h i t e c t s + E n g i n e e r s

IS YOUR RETIREMENT PLAN
AGING GRACEFULLY?

WE LIVE WHERE YOU LIVE.®

Keep your money hard at work, with
401(k) rollovers, TSAs, annuities and
more. Call me to get started today.

Troy Wilson Lic.#: 0D75687
2451 Santa Monica Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA
310.315.1955

Providing Insurance and Financial Services  •  statefarm.com®

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE.®

State Farm Life Insurance Company; In NY and WI – State Farm Life and Accident Assurance
Company; Bloomington, IL. Annuities and other products offered by State Farm affiliates are not
FDIC insured, not guaranteed by State Farm Bank, and are subject to investment risk, including
possible loss of principal. Consult your tax or legal advisor for specific advice.

PostTel Now Offers

SECURE
DOCUMENT
SHREDDING

BY THE
POUND

Shred it and forget it!

PostTel Business Center
2118 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica

(310) 828-8645
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CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale
Furniture
Pets
Boats

Jewelry
Wanted
Travel
Vacation Rentals
ApartmentsCondos for Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commercial Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness
Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Obituaries

$350 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.  
Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 38,600.

CCLLAASSSSIIFFIIEEDDSS

HOLIDAY PERFORMING Arts Camp
“HOLIDAY” PERFORMING ARTS CAMP

California Dance Center

Early Arrival & Late Pick-UP Available
Students bring “sack lunch” daily - Snacks Provided

ACT FAST!

SESSIONS FILL

UP QUICKLY

Session dates: December 20, 2004 to January 7, 2005

MON-FRI 9:00-5:00 P.M. (310) 572-7223

Dance,Singing & Acting Classes

Arts & Crafts , Field Trips

BOYS & GIRLS AGES 5-18

Condos for Sale
PACIFIC PALISADES 2bd/2ba Condo 
remodeled, quiet, views, balcony, 
hardwood floors, pool, garage. 
$699,000 (818) 343-8950 owner.

Employment
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT/ Retail 
Sales. Looking for two energetic, dy-
namic, detail oriented people with 
great computer and people skills to 
assist me in my Wilshire Blvd store. 
1 F/T and 1 P/T. Call Joanne Cotto at 
(310) 264-0517

APPOINTMENT SCHEDULING service 
needs P/T employees work from 
home. Strong computer & phone skills 
call Tom (310) 450-9049
AUTO SHOP Helper and Driver. Must 
have good driving record, semi-retired 
person welcomed. Fax resume (310) 
319-9189
AUTO TECH NEEDED $2000 bonus for 
right Tech. ASE a must. Fax resume 
(310) 319-9189
AVON***AVON***AVON*** Call Cindy 
( 3 1 0 ) 5 3 1 - 5 0 5 5
www.youravon.com/clodato
AWESOME 4 Positions: Accounting, 
Chauffeur, Dispatcher, Reservations. 
Bright, diligent, flexible. Excellent 
benefits/ compensation. Fax 
(310) 737-7973
PROGRESSIVE PRE-SCHOOLPROGRESSIVE PRE-SCHOOL

SEEKS AFTERNOON TEACHER
Venice Parents Daycare and Pre-school is a
progressive, non-profit, parent cooperative
school for children aged 2-5 on the Westside.
We are seeking an afternoon teacher for four
days a week, hours from 1-6. We are looking
for a loving, imaginative, inspired teacher to
help us provide the best preschool experience
possible. The ideal candidate works well with
others, is flexible and communicates well with
children and adults. In addition, candidates
should have some familiarity with and favor-
able feelings for cooperative education. For
more information or questions please call
Kari at (310) 306-9993.

DENTAL/ORTHODONTIC OFFICE
Appointment Coordinator & 

Chairside Assistant. Seeking 
very special people. We value 

good communication skills. We 
stress personal development 

through continuing education, 
full participation with our team, 
and a strong involvement with 
our patients. Prior experience 

not essential. If you are seeking 
a real opportunity to grow and 

fulfill you potential, call 
(310) 546-5097

DOOR PERSON NEEDED, weekends, 
P/T in Santa Monica. Cordial, profes-
sional, able to follow procedure, also 
climb stairs for security checks. Bar-
ron   (310) 394-4638

DRIVER FOR Limo/Towncar. Clean 
DMV F/T or P/T. Experienced A+. Will 
train (310) 821-5558 Fax (310) 821-
8358 
email sean@paramountlimo.com
DRIVER P/T. Deliveries w/own vehicle 
SM & LA. Excellent pay, flexible hours, 
independent contractor (888) 836-
3247

Employment
EXPERIENCED SALESPERSON needed 
F/T at Harari 1406 Montana. Apply 
within or call Lisa @ (310) 260-1204

F/T ADMIN/EXECUTIVE Assistant. Cas-
ual S.M. office. Strong Word & Excel. 
Access and graphics a plus. $15-
$17/hr doe. Fax resume to (310) 394-
3539
FIGURE MODEL wanted. Fit female 
model wanted for figure drawing by 
artist. No experience necessary. Call 
(818) 501-0266
FOR RENT: 3 Hair stations and facial 
room. Hair barber too. $125/wk. 2106 
Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica. 
(310) 829-5944
FRONT OFFICE receptionist/ coordina-
tor with 1 to 2 years experience for an 
Orthodontic office in West Los Angeles 
is needed. Call (310) 442-9188
GET FIT! Get paid! New fitness com-
pany $144K+ First year. Brian 
(888) 385-9180

MINUTEMAN Parking seeks valet 
parkers. Experience preferred, no 
placement agency. (310) 214-1888

NATIONAL BARTENDERS

BARTEND

• 1 or 2 week training
• Nationwide job placement

Financing Available
National Bartenders School

310-996-1377
www.nationalbartenders.com

EARN
$100-300

DAILY

OFFICE ASSISTANT Needed. Must 
have computer knowledge, multi-task 
& phone skills. Fax resume (310) 230-
0401 or email michael@cwitoner.com
P/T SALES Cruise & tour pkgs. 
37yr old Co. near LAX. 
Flex 30hrs/ some wknds base + 
comm. No cold calling. Pd TNG Aaron 
@ (310) 649-3820 x7157

Place an employment ad today! 
Call Mirella 

@ (310) 458-7737 ext 114 
mirella@smdp.com

PRIVATE DUTY Nurse LVN P/T, 
nights 12 1/2/hr shifts. Call 

Bonnie (323) 782-0303 or Fax 
resume (323) 782-0330

RADIO PUBLICITY or music air play 
sales person. Full commission, P/T in 
Santa Monica (818) 905-8038 ext:55
WORK FROM home or anywhere. Earn 
EXTRA income for the holidays- $500-
$1000/P/T, $2000-$7500/F/T 
www.livingsecureforever.com 
(888) 249-7411
RELIEVE MANAGER, P/T position avail-
able, 2 days a week. DL Storage 
(310) 450-1515 fax resume 
(310) 450-1532
RECRUITING FOR an International For-

Employment
tune 500 Company Ranked as the 22 
fastest growing company in N. Ameri-
ca and the 2nd most profitable. (INC 
Magazine) Looking to Identify 3 moti-
vated, entrepreneurial minded, indi-
viduals, with a winning mentality and 
a hunger for success who are used to 
thinking "outside the box." Team 
building, leadership qualities and 
building business relationships with 
the right mental mindset is key. Salar-
ies and incomes are limited only by 
YOU. This company offers 6 and 7 fig-
ure incomes to the right people. Con-
tact David at "Worldwide Recruiting.” 
(310) 393-6925

RETAIL MANAGER
& Sales Associates
Santa Monica Store

Put your love of travel & your friendly 
personality to work for the industry 
leader in travel supplies/clothing.  We 
carry unique, high-quality travel prod-
ucts that you’ll love to sell.  FT posi-
tion for experienced Retail Manager & 
FT/PT openings for customer service 
oriented Sales Assoc.  Women’s cloth-
ing sales & travel experience a plus.  
Fax resume to 805-568-5406 or e-
mail to hr@magellans.com.

AMERICA’S LEADING SOURCE OF TRAVEL SUPPLIES
www.magellans.com

For Sale

CHRISTMAS GIFTS! Hand knitted 
scarfs are soft and beautiful. Call 
Lora (310) 450-7477

FIREPLACE MANTEL & Electric log 
$140 (310) 453-2376

HOT TUB 2004 Model. Neck jets. 
Therapy Seat. Warranty, never used. 
Can deliver worth $5700, sell for 
$1750 (818) 785-9043
MOVING SALE; Everything must go! 
NEW furniture, lamps, bdrm set, Pi-
casso and Chagall lithograph, plus 
more. HALF PRICE! (310) 980-9712
TRAMPOLINE, 14FT, round. Brand 
new. Cost $350, will sell for $220. 
(310) 795-9677

Pets
MALTESE PUPS. Registered male and 
female. Baby doll face. (323) 823-
1803; (661) 675-6371 Call Kelly
YORKIES WWW.WORLDKENNEL-
USA.COM (323) 823-1803; (661) 675-
6371. Call Kelly.

Vehicles for sale
1995 CADILLACSLS black/beige. Ex-
cellent condition, fully loaded 
w/NorthstarV8, alarm, low mileage. 
Garaged $8100/obo. Robert 
(310) 391-3520

1998 VW Jetta GLX, automatic 75kmi, 
airbags, ABS, AC, PS, tilt, asking price 
$8,900 (323) 839-3039
2003 MERCEDES C-240 Loaded, CD 
changer, sun-roof, chrome wheels, 
mint condition! Forrest Green, Beige 
interior $24,750 D. Keasbey 
(310) 266-6327

Vehicles for sale
CLAUDE SHORT Auto Sales - Low end

‘99 VW BEETLE
Leather, Low miles

VIN 437630  $7,995

‘91 CADILLAC SEVILE STS
Local car, Affordable
VIN 801616  $2,995

‘02 FORD THINK
ELECTRIC CAR

No gas needed!  Only 52 miles
VIN 1050861  $4,995

‘02 CHEVROLET SILVERADO
2500 4x4 “12” Lift, Low miles

VIN 165424  $36,995

‘98 CHRYSLER SEBRING
CONVERTIBLE
New Tires, Clean Car

VIN 286770 REDUCED $7,995

‘99 FORD F-250 4X4
SUPERCAB

New Tires
VIN C52180  $12,995

Claude Short
Auto Sales Dealer

2501 Lincoln Blvd. in Venice

(310) 395-3712

Vehicles for sale
SANTA MONICA Auto Group

SANTA MONICA AUTO GROUP

3223 Santa Monica Blvd. 
Santa Monica, CA 90404

310 828 4424

‘03 Buick Rendezvous
CX Sport Utility 4D

V6 3.4 Liter, Automatic,
CD,Premium sound, Onstar,
Front Side Air Bags, Traction

Control Leather, Privacy Glass,
Premium Wheels

(3S578602)

NEW! MSRP $33,120
SALE + FEES $27,860

‘03 Chevrolet Express
Van 1500 Passenger

V8 5.3 Liter Automatic, 8
Passenger, A/C, Rear Air, Cruise

Control, ABS (4-wheel)
(431237627)

NEW! MSRP $31,035
SALE + FEES $25,624

‘03 Honda Civic LX
Sedan 4D

Automatic, A/C, C/D, Dual Front
Air Bags

(3H563435)

SALE + FEES $15,995

‘01 Volkswagen
Passat GLS Wagon 4D
Tiptronic Auto Trans, A/C, C/D,
Front Side Air Bags, Traction

Control, Moon Roof
(1E167336)

SALE + FEES $15,995

‘00 Ford Expedition
Sport Utility 4D

V85.4 Liter, Automatic, Eddie
Bauer, Multi C/D, Leather,

Privacy Glass
(YLB09537)

SALE + FEES $16,995

02’ Chevrolet
Corvette Coupe 2D

V8 5.7 Liter 6 Speed Manual,
multi CD, Traction control,
Leather, Dual Power Seats

(114261)

SALE + FEES $29,995 .

S A N TA  M O N I C A
C H E V R O L E T  B U I C K

0% Financing for 72
months available on
ALL NEW 04 Chevy &
Buick Models O.A.C.

Instruction
FIRE CLASS. Learn how to spin fire 
every Wednesday 9:30am & Saturday 
10:00am on Venice Beach. Call Shom 
(310) 500-9375

FUN MOTIVATING TUTOR
Spanish, English, History, 

Essay Writing, 
SAT & AP Test Preparation. 

Patrick (818) 512-2935

REASONABLY PRICED computer 
classes. Open enrollment. Venice 
Skills Center (310) 392-4153
RIDING LESSONS

Call JD Gath
(310) 871-1631

Only minutes from Santa Monica

Riding Lessons
Beginner to Intermediate
Western: Arena & Trails

Personal, one-on-one lessons

Wanted

Retired Minnesota woman 
looking to rent a room or 
Studio apartment for the 

month of January. 
Please call 

(310) 365-1753

WANTED: OLD INDIAN ITEMS 
Baskets, Rugs, Pots, Kachinas 

Jewelry, Bead work, 
Western Paintings 

(310) 577-8555; (310) 375-3160

For Rent
BRENTWOOD ADJACENT, luxury 
2bedroom 2bath, fireplace, A/C, dish-
washer, gated parking. No pets, non-
smoker $1485/mo (310) 477-6767

The BEST
RENTALS
inVENICE
ELLY NESIS CO. INC
(310) 396-4443

ellynesis.com

FOR LEASE - OCEAN TOWERS, SM. 
1bdrm 1bath. Magnificent city views. 
$2600/mo. Call Paul @ CRI 
(310) 395-2558

FOR RENT

SANTA MONICA LUXURY 
CONDO WALK TO BEACH & 

MONTANA SHOPS

SANTA MONICA  
$3450, 2 bed, 2 bath condo, 

approx 1500 SF, 
stove, dishwasher, washer & dryer, 
gated entry & parking (2 spaces), 

LARGE patio, 818 6th St., 
to view call

Roque & Mark (310) 828-7525

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee 
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Company. 
2111 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica, CA 
90403.
LADERA HIGHTS $625/mo Single. Car-
pets, stove, blinds, laundry, parking. 
No pets. (323) 290-1699
LARGE WEST L.A. single with balcony, 
large kitchen and lots of storage. 1 
carport parking, laundry rm, close to 
everything. 1220 S. Barrington Av. 
$950. 1 year lease, no pets. No smok-
ing

MAR VISTA Large single @ 3743 
McLaughlin Ave. w/new kitchen, car-
pet and paint on upper floor. Great 
west side location, near freeway. 
1year lease no pets. $795 (310) 466-
9256

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

Santa Monica       

Mon thru Fri, 8:30-12p
Ages 6-17, $275/week

CPR certified
310-920-1265

camp@learntosurfla.com

Surf Camp

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737
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For Rent
MDR ADJACENT 2+2 @ 2724 Abbot 
Kinney, gated building with gated, 
parking. Newer building with court-
yard area, quiet neighborhood. Laun-
dry & parking, 1 year lease, no pets, 
no smoking. $1550 (310) 578-9729

MDR ADJACENT Studio @ 2724 Ab-
bot Kinney. Gated building with gated 
parking. Newer building with court-
yard area, quiet neighborhood. Laun-
dry, parking, 1 year lease, no pets. 
$995 (310) 578-9729

MDR ADJACENT. Beautiful contempo-
rary 2Bd, 2.5Ba 2-story townhome @ 
2500 Abbot Kinney w/fireplace, high 
ceilings, gated entry and 2 car gated 
parking. Dishwasher, laundry facili-
ties, 1 year lease, no pets. $1750 
(310) 466-9256

PACIFIC PALISADES 2-Story 
guest house in garden setting. 2 bed-
rooms, hardwood floors, French 
doors, balcony. One person only. 
Available January 1 $2100/mo. In-
cludes utilities. Call (310) 454-8150

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

RENTALS  AVAILABLE

NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA MONICA

1018 Grant     $995
Lower single, hardwood

floors,large kitchen, stove

847 6th St. $1225
Lower 1 bed, new carpet,
parking, steps to Montana

2604 28th St. $1495
Upper 2 bed, 2 bath,
new carpet & blinds

933 3rd St. $1695
Bright front upper 2 bed

11/2 bath, hardwood floors,
garage

WEST LA/
BRENTWOOD
1610 Barry, WLA, $1100

Bright, front upper 1 bed,
remodeled: new carpet, stove

& more!

649 Barrington, BW     $1200
Lower 1 bed, hardwood

floors,dishwasher, near San
Vicente

1518 Centinela, WLA     $2100
Brand new townhouse style
apts.,2 bed, 2 baths, washer

& dryer, granite
counters, private sundecks

SALES • RENTALS 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO TO
WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

2802 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-828-7525

SANTA MONICA $1050/mo 1bdrm 
1bath. No pets, refrigerator, stove, 
hardwood floors, yard, water. 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com
SANTA MONICA $1075/mo. Cat OK, 
refrigerator, stove, carpets, laundry. 
10 blocks to beach parking. 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com
SANTA MONICA $1090/mo 1bdrm 
1bath. Cat OK, refrigerator, stove, car-
pets, new bathroom, parking. 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com
SANTA MONICA $1100/mo 1bdrm 

For Rent
1bath. No pets, stove, hardwood 
floors, laundry, permit parking. 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com

SANTA MONICA $1150/mo near 
beach & Promenade. No pets, refrig-
erator, stove, new carpets. (310) 395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $770/mo Studio 
1bath. 3 blocks to beach. No pets, re-
frigerator, carpets, bright. (310) 395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $825/mo Studio 
1bath. No pets, street parking. 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com
SANTA MONICA $850/mo bachelor 
1bath. No pets, refrigerator, new car-
pets, large closets, laundry. 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com
SANTA MONICA $895 Studio 1bath. 
All utilities paid by owner and parking 
included. Newly remodeled, new car-
pets, fresh paint, pets negotiable. 818 
Cedar Street #8. Open 8am-7pm dai-
ly. Call Alex (310) 403-8882

SANTA MONICA $925/mo 1bdrm 
1bath. Appliances, no pets, parking, 
utilities paid. 2535 Kansas Ave. #200. 
Manager in #101
SANTA MONICA $975/mo 1bdrm 
1bath. No pets, refrigerator, stove, 
carpets, laundry, quiet neighborhood. 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com
SANTA MONICA $975/mo Studio 
1bath. No pets, refrigerator, stove, 
kitchen, w/breakfast area, utilities. 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com

SM $1,295 1bdrm above garage. 
Small, bright, charming, big deck, 
hardwood, tile. 835 1/2 Cedar 
(818) 501-4100
VENICE $795/MO unfurnished bache-
lor. Steps to Venice beach! Dorm style 
living. Free parking space, common 
area restrooms & showers, on site 
laundry, no pets, Owner sponsored 
barbecue twice a month. Close to ev-
erything, bus service to many cam-
puses. Lease & security deposit re-
quired. Contact Edward Romero 
(310) 399-1166 or 
sunnibill@juno.com

VENICE BEACH sunny bachelor 1 
block from beach. 50 Breeze Ave. 
Hardwood floors. Very clean. Gated 
building. Fresh Paint - 1 year lease, 
no pets. $895 (310) 466-9256
VENICE BEACHFRONT luxury condo 
3 Bed, 3.5 bath @ 2917 Ocean Front 
Walk with amazing ocean and moun-
tain views, 2 car gated parking, Gour-
met Kitchen, spa style bathroom and 
much more. Must see to appreciate. 1 
year lease, no pets. $4850. 
(310) 466-9256

VENICE BOARDWALK-FRONT singles 
@ 2 Breeze Ave. Renovated 4-story 
brick building w/ lots of charm, full 
kitchens & bathrooms, exposed brick. 
Laundry, water, and gas heat paid. 
1year lease, no pets, no smoking. 
$895 (310) 401-2583

VENICE VERY nice, sunny studio @ 30 
Horizon Ave. 1/2 block from beach, 
large closet. 1 year lease, no pets, no 
smoking. (310) 466-9256. $925
VENICE: SINGLE 1bath $1000/mo. 
Stove, hardwood floors, laundry, park-
ing, small dog ok w/ deposit. 16 Out-
rigger Street #D (310) 578-7512
WESTCHESTER 2+1 $1250/mo 6707 
W. 86th Place. Stove, microwave, 
dishwasher, carpets, blinds, laundry, 
gated parking. No pets (310) 578-
7512
WLA $1350/MO 2bdrm 1bath upper. 
Parking, new stove, balcony, large 
closets, no pets. Available 12-1 
(310) 991-2694

Houses For Rent
S.M. SUNSET Park, $4500mo
2 story 5+4 plus den w/ sep. entry
Living Rm w/HW flrs & FP. 3000+ sqft
Close to Marine Park & Penmar G.C.  
Cavanaugh RE: 310-837-7161

EVER WONDER

Ever wonder?
About the people in your old family photos?

(310) 387-4650  familytreelines@aol.com

TOYOTA TUNDRA

Tundra 2005

V6-245 HP/5000 Towing Capacity
Long Bed 17/22 MPG/AUTO/AC
VIN# 5S47A048  Stock# 5770020

All “New” 2005 Tacomas Here Now
CALL MGR DIRECT MICHAEL OR MARK

1 (888) 203-8029

*After $1,000 Rebate, on approved credit 700+Fica Score
+ plus tax, lic, and doc

801 Santa Monica Blvd.
on the corner of Lincoln

*$15,995

Or Lease for $194 per Mo*
48 Months, $1,000 total to start.

Culinary
CHOICE CHEFS

- Cooking Lessons
- Meal Preparations

310 458 2891
Services

1 FREE ? 
By phone. 

Psychic, palm and Tarot reader. 
Can help w/ love, marriage & career. 

Guaranteed results. Call Dorothy 
(323) 938-4533

1 Free? By Phone.
Psychic, palm and Tarot reader.

Can help w/love, marriage & career.

Guaranteed Results!

CALLDOROTHY (323) 938-4533

A.C. CONSTRUCTION com-
mercial & residential remodel. 
Honest and Reliable. Free esti-
mates. Call (310)278-5380. 
Fax: (310)271-4790. Lic# 
801884 Fully insured.

A/C CONSTRUCTION
Beverly Hills/Beverlywood

General Contractor
Residential Remodel &

Home Improvement
Honest • Reliable

FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

3: FREE Samples

FREE
SAMPLES

1840 14TH ST. SANTA MONICA (310) 393-9393

Open M-F: 8AM-5PM

BEST MOVERSBEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193  (310) 300-9194

WESTSIDE GUYS
Full Service Handymen

(310) 266-6346
WESTSIDE GUYS
Full Service Handymen

CARPENTRY, ELEC., PAINT, ETC...
TERMITE AND DRY ROT REPAIR

BOB 35/HR (310) 266-6348
CALEB 25/HR (310) 409-3244

GRANITE COUNTERTOPS travertine 
from $2.49/sq ft. up to 50% less than 
home depot!!! eskandaristone.com
(310) 945-5799

GRANITE COUNTERTOPS
TRAVERTINE FROM $2.49/SQFT

UP TO 50% LESS
THAN HOME DEPOT!!!!

ESKANDARISTONE.COM (310) 945-5799

“JENNY CAN CLEAN-IT”
fast, reliable. We take care of your 
cleaning, own transportation. $40 
(818)705-0297.

Services
DON’S CUTTING Edge

INTRODUCING

Jean
our new stylist

$17
HAIRCUTS

w/mention of this ad

2918 Santa Monica Blvd. Santa Monica
Tues-Fri: 9-6pm Sat: 8-5pm

Call for an appointment 310.828.6986
Appointments not required.

MERRY MAIDS

BONDED AND INSURED

CLEANING AMERICAN
HOMES SINCE 1979

(310) 656-6243

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups, 

unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and 
other home/office paper

management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL
ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
(310) 274-4988

Member: National Association of
Professional Organizers

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,

unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and 
other home/office paper 

management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL 
ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

HOME THEATER AND MUSIC: system 
design, installation and troubleshoot-
ing. 16 years experience with 
audio/video systems, satellite, cable, 
telephone and computer networks. 
(310) 450-6540.

PAINTING/WALLPAPER
PAINTING, Wallpaper Removal & In-
stallation, Wall Texturing, Free Esti-
mates! Glenn’s Wall Service  310-
686-8505

Services

NOTICE TO
READERS:

California  law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that
total $500 or more (labor or 

materials) be licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board. State law also requires 
that contractors include their

license number on all 
advertising. You can check the 

status of your licensed 
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed 

contractors taking jobs that
total less than $500 must state

in their advertisements that 
they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board.

ONE HOUR Alterations, 
hemming, jeans, pants, skirts, etc. 
Made by professional Call
Michael (310) 980-2674 

PAINTING - Interior/Exterior
-Wallpaper Removal    -Stucco Repair

-Drywall repair     -Water Damage

Specializes in offices and restaurants
(310) 502-1168
Fortino Matias

Free Estimates

Wallpaper Removal • Stucco Repair
Drywall Repair • Water Damage
SPECIALIZES IN OFFICES AND RESTAURANTS

(310) 502-1168
Fortino Matias
FREE ESTIMATES

PAINTING - Interior/Exterior

PAINTING TOP QUALITY  A&A 
custom,Interior And Exterior . Free 
Quote. Jeff Arrieta (310)560-9864.

SOURCE 1Let us secure your
guest list this holiday

season.

(310) 453-1100  
www.source1security.com

STATE LICENSED 
LIABILITY INSURED
LIC#PPO 15060 

Source 1 Security, Inc.
t/a 1 Source Security

WHEN YOU Get Ready To Fix 
Up, Call Us!Ned Parker Con-
struction Painting, Carpentry, 
Roofing, Concrete, Electrical
Bonded And Insured Lic # 
658986 323)871-8869

When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!

NED PARKER 
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured • Lic#658-486
PAINTING • CARPENTRY • ROOFING

CONCRETE • ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869

Computer Services
SUNRISE COMPUTERS

Sunrise
COMPUTERS

• Installs 
• Repairs 
• Backups 
• Training 
• Networking

On-Site/Phone Support

(310) 979-5529 
COMPUTER HELP: Your Office or 
Home. Computer Tune-Up. Microsoft 
Word, Excel, Powerpoint, Quickbooks 
POS. Internet Navigation. Software In-
stallation. Virus removal. (310) 207-
3366 (310) 801-6845

PPrroommoottee  yyoouurr    bbuussiinneessss  iinn  tthhee  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS :REGULAR RATE: $3.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a minimum
of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra. Please call for rates.
TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once. DEADLINES: 4:00 p.m. prior
the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 4:00 p.m. PAYMENT: All private party ads must be pre-paid. We
accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday,
(310)458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press, P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in
at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For information about the professional services directory or classi-
fied display ads, please call our office at (310)458-7737.

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737
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Houses For Rent

AFFORDABLE HOUSING OPEN
Community Corporation of 

Santa Monica
announces the opening of the 

2005 Marketing List.
To be considered you must pick 

up an appointment card at 
1423 2nd St. #B, Santa Monica
between Dec. 13th and Jan. 6th, 

8 a.m.-5 p.m. M-Th 
Closed Dec. 23, 24, 30, 31. EOH 

(310) 394-8487

Roommates
COLLEGE PROFESSOR seeks 
room/private bath/entrance to rent. 
Non-smoker/non-drinker. Dr. Marla 
Schick @ (619) 889-6989

MAR VISTA: 2room live-in office suite. 
500sqft total w/seperate entrance. At-
tached to quiet 1family residence. 1/2 
bath, share kitchen, easy street park-
ing, 5 minutes to 405 & 10 freeways 
$750/mo (310) 397-4553

Commercial Lease
DOWNTOWN SANTA MONICA Seper-
ate Private Office A/C, Approx. 280 
sq/ft, Windows 310-394-3645

OFFICE FOR lease $1600sqft. Private 
restroom w/ shower. Underground 
parking 2nd floor. 11949 Jefferson 
Blvd. Suite 103. Open house week-

ends. Call Mercedes (310) 827-3873

Office for Lease
1,600 Sq. Ft.

✰Private Restroom w/Shower
✰Underground parking 2nd floor

11949 Jefferson Blvd
Suite 103

Open House Weekends
Call Mercedes

(310) 827-3873

CULVER CITY/LOS Angeles Adj: Office 
space $1000-$1200/mo. 2/3 rooms 
w/kitchen 1bath. 10307 Washington 
Blvd., Suites #A&#B. Contact: 
(310) 541-3144 or (310) 780-3354. 
Office space open for viewing daily 
9am-6pm.

WAREHOUSE SPACE 1300sq/ft 
Includes 1 office and bathroom; 
Lease for 6-24/mo @$2300/mo 
Includes roll-up door+4 parking 

spaces. Located in S.M.
Colorado & Yale.

Quiet, safe & accessible.
Tom (310) 612-0840

Commercial Lease
NAI CAPITAL Commercial
(310)440-8500

Christina S. Porter
Vice President

310-440-8500 x.104

Flex Space for Lease
1610 Colorado Ave. SM

Approximately 8,800 SF divisible to
4,400. / .75¢ psf, nnn

(310) 806-6104

SANTA MONICA 1334 Lincoln Blvd. 
750 sqft $1500/mo Includes utilities, 
private patio & parking   D. Keasbey  
(310) 477-3192

SANTA MONICA 1452 2nd Street. Very 
charming building, small offices. Be-
tween $700/mo & $2100/mo. In-
cludes utilities & cleaning. (310) 614-
6462

SANTA MONICA Creative office space 
2812 Santa Monica Blvd. 385sq/ft to 
4750sqft. Par commercial (310) 395-
2663 ext101.

SANTA MONICA, 1404 3rd Street 
Promenade 2nd Floor Office over 
looking the Promenade. 985sqft 
$2600/mo, utilities included. D. Keas-
bey  @ (310) 477-3192

SM/WLA APPROX. 300sqft and
1200sqft office space. Short/ long 
term, negotiable (310) 820-1561 

VENICE BEACH commercial space at 
1301 Main St. great floor plans, pri-
vate patio, lot parking available. Start-
ing at $1450. One  year lease. 
(310) 466-9256

Real Estate
EL SEGUNDO – 135 Standard contig-
uous corner lots. Approx. 7,000 sq. ft. 
Build up to 4,100 sq. ft. Perfect for of-
fice building or small business. 
$699,000 (310) 864-9034

MANHATTAN BEACH – New Listing 
24,000 square feet of land, prime lo-
cation, signalized corner. Fantastic 
opportunity! Just reduced! 
$2,125,000 Anthony’s Restaurant - El 
Segundo City Landmark comes with 
land, improvements, and business. 22 
year lease left on parking lot and pa-
tio. $2,000 per month with no in-
creases Gross business. $575,000 
annually. $1,099,000 (310) 396-1947

Real Estate
BULLDOG REALTYBULLDOG REALTORS

1501 Main Street, suite 106 Venice, CA 90291
ince@bulldogrealtors.com

Are you
ready to

Buy or Sell?
LORI DAVETTE INCE
(310) 380-0830
CELL: (310) 503-3482

CLSS - J: 10 Questions BeforeWARNING
10 Questions to Ask

Before You Hire An Agent

Do not hire an agent before
you read this special Free

Report.

Free recorded message
1-888-465-4534 ID# 1006

www.matillarealty.com

EL SEGUNDO - Coming soon. New 
construction. 1,400sqft retail and 
2bdrm 2bath Loft. 1,800sqft total. 
300sqft roof top Call Matt (310) 864-
9034
HERMOSA BEACH Shopping Center 
Anchored by a major restaurant. Cen-
ter includes medical group, salon, Pi-
lates studio, boutique, office suites. 
6% cap rate $7,050,000 (310) 396-
1947

MANHATTAN BEACH Prime N. Sepul-
veda 5,500 square feet of office 
space, 42 parking spaces, liquor store 

Real Estate
& gym. Approx 5 Acre Lot Just re-
duced! $2,450,000 (310)396-1947

Massage
5’2” HOURGLASS Figure offers
full-body sensual massage. Very pri-
vate, very discreet, 6am-9pm. 
Incall/Outcall special rate between 
6am-9pm, Rachel
(310) 339-6709

A -1Hour Vacation. Body, Mind & Spi-
rit with a full-body therapeutic Swed-
ish/Deep-tissue massage. Lora 
(310) 394-2923  (310) 569-0883.
A RELAXING MASSAGE, tailored to 
you by certified athletic male. 
Out calls, special rate $49 between 
9am-3pm, M-F (310) 894-2443
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your 
body, mind, spirit.  Therapeutic, 
Swedish, Deep-tissue. Energy balanc-
ing. Strictly non-sexual. Introductory 
specials from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, 
L.M.T. (310) 749-0621

FULL BODY Swedish to light fingertip 
massage by classy European thera-
pist. Serious callers only. (310) 826-
7271.
EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and ten-
der relaxing bodywork by mature Eu-
ropean. Professional Lady Sonja 
(310) 397-0433.

“GIVE YOURSELF a gift of touch” An-
gela (310) 430-5504

LOOKING FOR Therapist to trade non-
sexual Swedish bodywork near the 
Promenade, Paul (310) 741-1901

Restore Muscle Tone
Relieve tightness & pain

Increase flexibility & strength. 
Located downtown S.M. 

(310) 930-5884 www.nydoo.com

SHIATSU FAN? Try Gina’s signature 
massage. Tailor-made just for your 
body’s needs. Cell: 626.437.4721
STRONG & NURTURING MASSAGE by 
Fitness Trainer. $40/hr. No time limit. 
Paul  (310) 741-1901.
THAI YOGA massage by Thai woman 
in West LA. pnthaiyogamassage.com 
(310) 645-2702

THERAPEUTIC RELAXING mas-
sage. Swedish, Thai, and Deep 
Tissue. Call Cynthia (310) 397-

0199

Announcements
WESTSIDE CHILDRENS CenterCHILDREN NEED FOSTER FAMILIES

Free Training • Financial Support
Adoption Opportunities

Specializing in ages 0 to 8 years of age
Servicios Bilingüe

Westside Children’s Center in Culver City
310-390-0551 www.westsidechildrens.org

Business Opps
SAVE HOMEOWNERS from foreclo-
sure. Multi-million dollar market. Start 
making money now! No experience 
necessary. (323) 467-3399

Yard Sales
GARAGE SALE. Lots of Toys. Sunday 
Dec. 12 9am-12pm. 502 Raymond 
Ave, SM c/St. 4th St.

VENICE HIGH School flea market. 
13000 Venice Blvd., Los Angeles, CA. 
Antiques, toys, crafts, collectibles, 
jewelry, clothes. December 11, 2004, 
second Saturday each month. 9am-
4pm. Free admission & free parking. 
Vendor information call (310) 390-
5851.

Health/Beauty

DIET
MAGIC

Totally Controls Appetite 
Gives Tremendous Energy

Lose Weight Like Crazy

100% Money Back Guarantee

30 Day Programs
Start At $38

(888) 249-7397
www.antiagingdepot.com

(888) 249-7397

MEDICAL MARIJUANA
REFERRALS

Doctor Referrals. 
Dispensary locations. 
Call us. We can help. 
Green Medicine Group 

(323) 243-8158
www.greenmedicalgroup.org

Health/Beauty
DR. LUCAS
Chiropractic &
Accupuncture

Victoria D. Lucas
D.C., LAc. QME

Vita Wellness
MAXIMUM FAMILY CARE IN ONE LOCATION

310-449-1222
2222 Santa Monica Blvd.• Ste. 203 • Santa Monica, CA 90404

EXCELLENT WEIGHT loss and skin 
products. Great business opportunity. 
Herbalife Independent distributor, per-
sonalized to you. (310) 920-1103

Fitness
DECAF FOR the soul

Decaf for the Body & Soul
Cool out after work with Yoga
Relax and work out those kinks after your work day

(and miss the rush hour traffic)
Tuesday Evenings  6:00-7:15pm
First class is free Please call to reserve your space.

Tricia Schaumann SM Center Healing Arts
7TH & Arizona (310) 612-3239

Personals
TALK TO a Model 24hrs.

(310) 786-8400
(818) 264-1906
(213) 2591902
(949) 722-2222

$10/17 min.
ATM/CC/Checks by phone

www.USLove.com

❤❤
Talk to a Model 24hrs.

310-786-8400
818-264-1906
213-259-1902
949-722-2222
$10/17 min.

ATM/CC/Checks by phone
www.USLove.com

DBAS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAMES STATEMENT FILE 
NO. 04 2938666 FIRST FILING. The following per-
son(s) is (are) doing business as LA Thing, LA 
Thing Publishing, 7014 Ramsgate Place, #204, LA 
CA 90045. The full name of registrant(s) is/are : 
Nancy A. Jackson, 7014 Ramsgate Place, #204, LA 
CA 90045 This Business is being conducted by, an 
individual. Signed: The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the fictitious business 
name or names listed on (Date)12/30/1999. /s/: 
Nancy A. Jackson
This statement was filed with the County Clerk of 
LOS ANGELES County on 12/30/1999. NOTICE: 

THIS FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT EX-
PIRES FIVE YEARS FROM THE DATE IT WAS FILED 
IN THE OFFICE OF THE COUNTY CLERK. A NEW FIC-
TITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT MUST BE 
FILED PRIOR TO THAT DATE. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself authorize the use in 
this state of a fictitious business name statement 
in violation of the rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (see Section 14411et 
seq.,Business and Professions Code). SANTA MON-
ICA DAILY PRESS to publish 12/10/2004, 
12/13/2004, 12/20/2004, 12/27/2004

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

RUN YOUR DBAs IN THE
DAILY PRESS FOR ONLY $80.

INCLUDES FILING FEE, RECEIPT AND PROOF OF PUBLICATION. CALL US TODAY @ (310) 458-7737
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By The Associated Press 

FRANKLIN, Tenn. — Backstreet Boys member Brian
Littrell has signed a deal with Christian label Provident
Music Group’s Reunion Records. 

“This has been a dream of mine ever since I was a lit-
tle boy, singing in church in Kentucky,” Littrell said
Wednesday. 

Littrell, 29, said that singing with the Backstreet
Boys was a “12-year steppingstone” to making his deci-
sion, and he hoped fans will realize through his music
“that standing up for what you believe in is what’s
important.” 

He will release the single “In Christ Alone” on an
upcoming WOW Christian Music compilation album
next year. That will be followed with the debut of his
solo album on the Franklin-based label. 

Littrell also plans to tour with the Backstreet Boys,
who are scheduled to end a three-year hiatus with a new
project in March. 

Their manager, Johnny Wright, said the group wasn’t
breaking up _ just taking the opportunity to do solo pro-
jects. 

LONDON — Sarah Ferguson, the Duchess of York,
and U2 frontman Bono will be guest editors of the
British Broadcasting Corp.’s flagship radio news pro-
gram later this month. 

They will be among five guest editors of “Today”
over the Christmas period, the BBC said Wednesday.
The celebrity guests will choose some of the stories to
be tackled by the daily current affairs program. 

Ferguson has decided to focus on motor neuron dis-
ease, while Bono said he would highlight the global
fight against poverty. 

The programs will air between Dec. 27-31. 
“I have to confess, I’m not a natural editor,” Bono

said. “I want to start the countdown to next year, when
Britain can change the world for the poorest people on
the planet.” 

Britain has said tackling world poverty will be one of
its key goals when it holds the rotating presidencies of
the European Union and the G8 group of wealthy coun-
tries next year. 

TOKYO — It won’t be immediately clear whether
“Godzilla: Final Wars,” which opened in Japan last
week, has broken any box office records. But the giant
radioactive reptile’s 28th film already has set the bar
higher in one way _ its cost. 

Toho Co. executive producer Shogo Tomiyama said
the studio shelled out $19.3 million, small by
Hollywood standards, but twice that of any of Toho’s
past Godzilla movies. 

“We wanted to make the best Godzilla movie ever,”
Tomiyama explained Wednesday at a news conference. 

Marking Godzilla’s 50th anniversary, “Final Wars”
has the movie monster traveling around the world to
fight old foes, as well as the new mysterious Monster X. 

Tomiyama said Toho’s filming on locations over 100
days required a bigger staff than usual. Production was
so complicated that Toho divided its special-effects
team into two units to handle the work, he said. 

The fire-breathing monster, spawned by nuclear
weapons testing, first debuted in Japanese theaters in
November 1954, while the United States was conduct-
ing nuclear tests in the South Pacific. It is played by an
actor in a rubber suit who crushes miniature sets. 

LOS ANGELES — Steve Guttenberg loves Christmas,
so playing Santa’s son and heir in a new TV movie was
the ideal role for an actor who lives like a big kid. 

“Children have a terrific way of telling you like it is,”
he said. “I’m attracted to that. That makes me feel

good.” 
Guttenberg plays Nick in the romantic comedy

“Single Santa Seeks Mrs. Claus,” airing Saturday on the
Hallmark Channel. 

“You have a single mom who is going along with her
life and trying to get things done with work and her kid
and trying to have a social life and this fellow comes
into her surroundings and changes everything,” the 46-
year-old actor said. “It’s about carrying on a kindness
and goodness all year-round.” 

Guttenberg’s interest in children’s welfare inspired
him to create Guttenhouse, an apartment complex that
houses young people making the transition from foster
child status to adult responsibilities. 

He also spearheaded Sight for Students, a program
that provides eyeglasses for 50,000 underprivileged and
visually challenged children. 

NEW YORK — And you thought the Grateful Dead
toured a lot. 

The New York Philharmonic will set the Guinness
World Record for “the most concerts performed by a sym-
phony orchestra” with concert No. 14,000 on Dec. 18. 

Sir Colin Davis will conduct the orchestra in works
by Mozart, Britten and Haydn. The concert also will
feature the Philharmonic debut of mezzo-soprano
Lorraine Hunt Lieberson. 

Board chairman Paul B. Guenther said the orchestra
was thrilled to be recognized for its 14,000th concert. 

“In the course of our 163 years, we have commis-
sioned 128 new works, and performed 485 world pre-
mieres and 443 U.S. premieres, including music that has
become a staple of the classical repertoire,” he said in a
statement Wednesday. 

The New York Philharmonic is the oldest symphony
orchestra in the United States and one of the oldest in
the world. It plays about 180 concerts a year. 

Backstreet Boy looks to Christ for next album
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