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Samohi's Suk Lee (right center) challenges the North defense for a loose ball on Tuesday at John Adams Middle School. Samohi won, 3-1.

BY DAILY PRESS
STAFF

CITY HALL City
Manager Rod Gould
on Tuesday made his
second major outside
hire since coming to
Santa Monica last
January, announcing
Martin Pastucha will

become the city’s next director of public
works, a critical city department that repairs
streets, picks up trash and oversees the local

BY DANIEL ARCHULETA
Managing Editor

SAMOHI Santa Monica High School’s football
team is heavily represented on the All-Ocean
League teams, it was announced Tuesday.

Samohi had six players make the first
team and five on the second team. There was
also an honorable mention.

Senior wide receiver Kris Comas, who fin-
ished the season with 17 touchdown catches
and returned three kicks for scores, was
named to the first team on offense along with
junior running back Kori Garcia and senior
offensive guard Austin Ehrlich. The first team
on defense included senior linebacker Justyn
Coker, junior linebacker Chris Collins and
senior defensive back Brandon Taylor.

The second team on offense included
sophomore quarterback Rhys Gervais, sen-
ior offensive tackle Joel Ramos and senior

BY NICK TABOREK
Daily Press Staff Writer

DOWNTOWN There’s a hitch in AMC’s plans
to build a 12-screen movie theater on Fourth
Street, with the theater operator running
into a possible obstacle meeting its obliga-
tion to ensure that the new 2,200-seat com-
plex results in only a moderate increase in
the total number of theater seats Downtown.

AMC has plans to demolish a City Hall-
owned parking structure near Fourth Street
and Arizona Avenue in order to proceed

with the new theater. While the City
Council has final say on the project, city
officials have already made it clear they
want the project to result in a net gain of no
more than 570 theater seats Downtown, cit-
ing the traffic and parking concerns.

Since AMC operates three theaters
Downtown — all of them located on the
Third Street Promenade — the company
has several options for eliminating seats.

But its initial plan, referenced in a City
Hall report on the theater proposal, may no
longer be viable.

AMC had suggested closing its smallest
theater, the Broadway 4, even though the
company has a lease for the site that runs
until 2014. By closing down the theater for
at least a year, the theory went, the needed
permits to operate a theater would lapse. So
any new theater operator who leased the
space would have to go through  City Hall’s
approval process, meaning the Planning
Commission could easily deny the permits,
thus preventing a new operator from set-

SEE HIRE PAGE 8

SEE SAMOHI PAGE 9 SEE THEATER PAGE 8

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

All-League team
features a dozen
Samohi players

City Hall hires
new public
works director

PASTUCHA

Plan to close Broadway 4
theater not a done deal

MCCOURT DEAL INVALID
SEE PAGE 13



For more information on any of the events listed, log on to smdp.com and click the “Events” tab for the given day’s calendar.

Wednesday, Dec. 8, 2010

The book club
Montana Avenue Branch Library

1704 Montana Ave., 5 p.m. — 5:45 p.m.
For fifth-seventh grade students who love to read, the library 
is hosting a book club on “Flipped” by Wendelin Van Draanen. 
Arrive early and get a head start on the thoughts you might 

bring to the table.

Downward dog
Annenberg Community Beach House

415 Pacific Coast Hwy., 9 a.m.
We all know how hard it is to wake up a morning workout. But with
yoga, working out should be stress free. The Annenberg Community
Beach House is hosting classes in its Garden Terrace Room for adults
at any level. Get your flex on, just don’t forget a mat and a bottle of

water. To sign up, visit www.recenroll.smgov.net.

Holiday cheer
CENTRAL Social Aid & Pleasure Club

1348 14th St., 8 p.m.
From the makers of the hippest bar and live music venue, 

the Collective 7 Winter Soulstice Party is brought to you by 
CENTRAL Social Aid & Pleasure Club. Arrive early, as doors 

open at 7 p.m. Admission is $5.

Going green
Pasadena Convention Center

300 E. Green St., 8 a.m. — 5 p.m.
Drive over to the Pasadena Convention Center for the Green

California Schools Summit and Exposition, a convention that will bring
together leaders in the green schools movement. Participants will

attend workshops and have a chance to attend special events. This
year’s theme is “Green Schools - More Important than Ever.” The

convention runs until Dec. 10. For more information, visit
http://www.green-technology.org/gcschools/.

Thursday, Dec. 9, 2010

Singing aloud
Main Branch Library

601 Santa Monica Blvd., 11 a.m. — 12 p.m.
Instead of waiting around for the carolers to come knocking on your

door, head over to the library to hear the Lyric Chorus of Santa
Monica College Emeritus College. The 20-member chorus is led by 

Bill Elliot. The program is free, but seating is limited 
to a first arrival basis.
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General, Cosmetic, & Implant Dentistry

MODERN, COMFORTABLE AND RELAXED ATMOSPHERE

Gentle Dentistry | Sedation Available | Digital Technology | Smile Makeover | Flexible Financing

Check our monthly promotions on our website   www.santamonicatoothdr.com

2222 SANTA MONICA BLVD, SUITE 202, SANTA MONICA, CA 90404

Ali Mogharei DDS

(310) 829-2224

Basic Cleaning, Exam

and full Mouth Xrays 
Modern facilities, gentle dentistry, sedation

$65.00
Have your kids been to the dentist?

This month: KIDS ARE FREE!
Exam, basic cleaning and full mouth xrays

Call for details.

We Sell – Rent & Repair
Band & Orchestra Instruments & Guitars

HOLIDAY SALE
Up to 80% off selected items

Lessons on all instruments and voice
Rock • Jazz • Broadway • Opera

Ask about our FREE introductory lesson

NEW - Back again – our popular 

Mommy & Me classes 
at Pitter Patter Studios

(310) 453-1928
1901 Santa Monica Blvd.

Santa Monica, CA 90404

www.santamonicamusic.com

(310) 202-6874
10862 Washington Blvd.

Culver City, CA 90232
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BY AUDREY MCAVOY
Associated Press

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii Aging Pearl
Harbor survivors on Tuesday heard reassur-
ances their sacrifice would be remembered
and passed on to future generations as they
gathered to mark the 69th anniversary of the
attack.

“Long after the last veteran of the war in
the Pacific is gone, we will still be here telling
their story and honoring their dedication
and sacrifice,” National Park Service
Director Jonathan Jarvis told about 120 sur-
vivors who traveled to Hawaii from around
the country for the event.

Merl Resler, 88, of Newcastle, Calif., was
among those who returned. He remem-
bered firing shots at Japanese planes from
the USS Maryland and standing in the
blood of a shipmate hit by shrapnel during
the attack.

“My teeth was chattering like I was freez-
ing to death, and it was 84 degrees tempera-
ture. It was awful frightful,” said Resler.

On Tuesday, fighter jets from the
Montana Air National Guard flew above
Pearl Harbor in missing man formation to
honor those killed in the attack, which sunk
the USS Arizona and with it, nearly 1,000
sailors and Marines. In all, about 2,400 serv-
ice members died.

Sailors lined the deck of the USS Chafee
and saluted as the guided missile destroyer
passed between the sunken hull of the USS
Arizona and the grassy landing where the
remembrance ceremony was held.

After the ceremony, the survivors, some
in wheelchairs, passed through a “Walk of
Honor” lined by saluting sailors, Marines,
airmen and soldiers to enter a new $56 mil-
lion visitor center that was dedicated at the
ceremony.

“This facility is the fulfillment of a prom-

ise that we will honor the past,” Jarvis said.
The park service built the new center

because the old one, which was built on
reclaimed land in 1980, was sinking into the
ground. The old facility was also over-
whelmed by its popularity: it received about
1.6 million visitors each year, about twice as
many as it was designed for.

People often had to squeeze by one
another to view the photos and maps in
its small exhibit hall. In comparison, the
new center has two spacious exhibition
halls with room for more people, as well
as large maps and artifacts such as anti-
aircraft guns.

U.S. Pacific Fleet commander Adm.
Patrick Walsh said the new center, which has
twice the exhibition space as the old one,
would tell the story of those who fought and
won the peace.

“This museum gives a view into their
lives, a window into the enormity of their

task, an appreciation of the heaviness of
their burden, the strength of their resolve,”
Walsh said.

Assistant Secretary of the Interior
Thomas Stickland said the events of Dec. 7,
1941, were so traumatic and marked by
heroism that they had become ingrained in
the nation’s consciousness.

“That day is now fundamental to who we
are as a people. Its stories must be preserved.
They must be honored and they must be
shared,” Strickland said.

USS Pennsylvania sailor DeWayne
Chartier was on his way to church that day
but never made it: “I got interrupted some-
place along the line,” the 93-year-old
recounted.

He returned to Pearl Harbor from Walnut
Creek, Calif., to mark the anniversary and see
the dedication of the new center.

“It is my duty. It is not just a visit,”
Chartier said. “I felt I should be part of it.”

JOHN ANTCZAK
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES Three adult siblings have
been arrested for investigation of attempted
murder in a fan brawl before last weekend’s
Southern California-UCLA football game,
and their father was released from custody,
Pasadena police said Tuesday.

Arturo Cisneros, 44, was freed Tuesday
pending further investigation, said Lt. Tracey
Ibarra. The time limit for holding him with-
out charges being filed had expired, she said.

Cisneros had been arrested for investiga-
tion of attempted murder shortly after
Saturday’s violence that left two men
stabbed. One of the victims remained hospi-
talized in stable condition Tuesday. The
other was quickly released.

Cisneros’ release came after detectives
arrested his two sons, Arthur, 25, and
Anthony, 22, and a daughter, Akira, 24. Each
was held in lieu of $1 million bail, Ibarra said.

The siblings were taken into custody Monday
evening after detectives interviewed witnesses
and studied Internet videos of Saturday’s melee,

Ibarra said. Their arrests were first reported
Tuesday by the Pasadena Star-News.

The fighting marred daylong tailgating
before the annual cross-town rivalry game
between the University of Southern
California and the University of California,
Los Angeles.

The four members of the Cisneros fami-
ly, all from the Winnetka section of
Los Angeles, are not affiliated with either
university, Ibarra said.

Prosecutors have yet to file charges
against any of them. Ibarra expected the
three siblings to appear in court Wednesday.

The Cisneros family could not be imme-
diately reached for comment. No one
answered Tuesday at two telephone listings
for Cisneros residences in Winnetka.

The district attorney’s office on Monday
charged two other men with resisting arrest
and other crimes stemming from the brawl.

The Rose Bowl’s general manager has said
the stadium operating company will review
the incident and hold discussions with
authorities and UCLA on what can be done
to prevent a recurrence of trouble.
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better gift than 

fellowship around
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BROADWAY
Get into the spirit 

‘Tis the season to give.
At least that’s what the youth volunteers from the American Red Cross of Santa

Monica will be doing. The group plans to collect and distribute toys and gifts for children
and teens in Santa Monica and the local community as part of the annual “Spark of Love
Toy Drive.”

In its 18th year, the toy drive aims to provide a dose of holiday cheer to those in need
during the season.

Unwrapped toys, games, books, school supplies and items appropriate for teens
between 14 and 18 can be dropped off at the Santa Monica Red Cross or any Santa
Monica Fire Department station.

Families needing toys can sign up to receive them at the Santa Monica Red Cross,
located at 1450 11th St.

Last year, the drive collected over 500,000 toys in the five-county area.
The toy drive runs until Dec. 24.

DAILY PRESS
SMC
Sharing is caring

Santa Monica College Student Veterans Association Club and Associated Students
will be collecting items to make care packages for American troops in Afghanistan.

Items such as tuna packs, protein bars, instant noodle packs, mixed drink packs, beef
jerky, magazines and other food, care and recreation items will be accepted.

For more information, contact Christina Humphrey or Alfredo De Teresa at (310) 434-
8205.

DP

COMMUNITY BRIEFS More arrested in fan brawl
before USC-UCLA game 

Pearl Harbor survivors gather 69 years later

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
■ Send letters to editor@smdp.com

YOUR OPINION MATTERS! SEND YOUR LETTERS TO • Santa Monica Daily Press • Attn. Editor: • 1410 Broadway, Suite B • Santa Monica, CA 90401 • editor@smdp.com
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Opinion Commentary
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OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters 
we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to editor@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.

We have you covered

PUBLISHER
Ross Furukawa

ross@smdp.com

EDITOR IN CHIEF
Kevin Herrera

editor@smdp.com

MANAGING EDITOR
Daniel Archuleta

daniela@smdp.com

STAFF WRITER
Nick Taborek 

nickt@smdp.com

CHIEF PHOTOGRAPHER
Brandon Wise

brandonw@smdp.com

STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Morgan Genser

news@smdp.com

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
Bill Bauer, David Pisarra, 

Meredith Carroll, Jack Neworth, 

Lloyd Garver, Dr. Reese Halter, 

Taylor Van Arsdale, Dane Robert Swanson,

Farzad Mashhood, David Alsabery, 

Merv Hecht, Cynthia Citron, 

Amanda Cushman, Steve Parker 

and Phyllis Chavez

CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER
Fabian Lewkowicz

NEWS INTERNS
Melissa Leu, Patrick Hourihan, 

news@smdp.com

PHOTOGRAPHY INTERN
Ray Solano

news@smdp.com

ADVERTISING SALES MANAGER
Rob Schwenker

schwenker@smdp.com

SENIOR ADVERTISING 
ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE

Brittney Seeliger
brittneys@smdp.com

ADVERTISING ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES
Steven Stuart

stevens@smdp.com

ADVERTISING TRAFFIC COORDINATOR
Amber Kessee

amberk@smdp.com

OPERATIONS COORDINATOR
Michele Emch

michele.e@smdp.com

PRODUCTION MANAGER
Darren Ouellette

production@smdp.com

PRODUCTION DESIGNER
Alejandro Cantarero

production@smdp.com

CIRCULATION
Keith Wyatt

Osvaldo Paganini
circulation@smdp.com

410 Broadway, Suite B

Santa Monica, CA 90401
OFFICE (310) 458-PRESS (7737)
FAX (310) 576-9913

The Santa Monica Daily Press
is published six days a week,
Monday through Saturday.

19,000 daily circulation, 46,450
daily readership. Circulation is audited
and verified by Circulation Verification

Council, 2006. Serving the City of
Santa Monica, and the communities of

Venice Beach, Brentwood, West LA.
Members of CNPA, AFCP, CVC, 

Associated Press, IFPA, Santa Monica
Chamber of Commerce.

Published by Newlon Rouge, LLC

© 2006 Newlon Rouge, LLC, all rights reserved.

WHEN I WAS A CHILD IN THE 1950S,
my parents didn’t have much money to
spend on Christmas. I remember one
Christmas when I wanted a cowboy gun and
holster from Santa Claus. I got the toy pistol,
but Santa, it seems, couldn’t afford a holster.
So my dad made one for me out of one of my
mother’s old leather purses. It didn’t look like
the ones on TV, but it worked pretty well.
And it made me feel good that my dad cared
enough to do what he could to make a little
boy’s Christmas dream come true.

Being poor didn’t really matter all that
much because there was magic in the air.
And the magic of Christmas, which hinges
on the spiritual nature of the holidays, was
promoted in the schools. We sang Christmas
carols in the classroom. There were cutouts
of the nativity scene on the bulletin board,
along with the smiling, chubby face of Santa
and Rudolph. We were all acutely aware that
Christmas was more than a season to receive
— it was a special time to give as well.

But times have changed. Sadly, the time-
less celebration of Christmas in schools
seems to have been lost. Schools across the
country avoid anything that alludes to the
true meaning of Christmas — such as
angels, the baby Jesus, stables and shepherds.
Just consider some of the incidents that have
taken place in recent years.

For example, a member of a
parent/teacher organization at a Connecticut
elementary school was in charge of decorat-
ing a large display case in the school’s
entrance. For the upcoming December holi-
days, she was planning to put up a display
called “Festival of Lights” and feature a dis-
play with a crèche for Christmas and a
Menorah and Star of David for Hanukkah,
along with a document that explains the his-
tories of both events. However, she was told
by school officials that no religious objects
could be used in the display.

A kindergarten teacher in a Texas public
school was informed that he could not men-
tion the word “Christmas” or tell the histori-
cal nativity story because someone in the dis-
trict might sue. All other secular customs of
the “winter holiday” were deemed to be OK,
just not the religious symbols of Christianity.

Another incident that highlights this
extreme Christmas phobia involved a Michigan
elementary school, where the principal issued a
directive specifically forbidding references to
God, Christianity or the birth of Jesus Christ.
This is censorship, pure and simple.

I have yet to understand how anyone can
discuss the true — or even historical —
meaning of Christmas without at least a ref-
erence to the baby Jesus. Surely something
has gone wrong when America’s children are
encouraged to celebrate the fictional
Rudolph but are refused the opportunity to
even mention Jesus, who was an actual, his-
torical person. To claim that Christmas is
something other than it is — a holiday with
a religious foundation — is both dishonest
and historically unsound.

Indeed, Christmas (“the Mass of Christ”)
was instituted, and for centuries kept, as a
religious holiday (as in “holy day”).
Originally, Christmas included festivities,
but its primary purpose was to provide a
time for spiritual renewal.

Unfortunately, far too many parents, stu-
dents and teachers erroneously believe they
cannot celebrate Christmas in the public
schools. Whether through ignorance, fear or
political correctness, Americans are painful-

ly misguided about the recognition of reli-
gious holidays. (The word holiday it must be
emphasized means holy day.) Ironically, the
most targeted religious holiday for exclusion
is Christmas — also the most popular in
American culture. Are American school-
children to be forbidden from learning
about one of the most culturally significant
events because it has spiritual overtones?

To the contrary, there are ways to celebrate
Christmas in the public schools without violat-
ing the U.S. Constitution. These are succinctly
set forth in The Rutherford Institute’s “Twelve
Rules of Christmas,” available at www.ruther-
ford.org. While it is true that public school
teachers, as agents of the state, may not advance
religion, they are allowed to discuss the role of
religion in all aspects of American culture and
its history. And this includes the religious
aspects of the Christmas holiday.

Indeed, teachers can use Christmas art,
music, literature and drama in their class-
rooms, as long as they illustrate the cultural
heritage from which the holiday has devel-
oped. Religious symbols, such as a nativity
scene, can be used in this context as well. Of
course, any holiday observance should occur
in an educational setting, rather than in a
devotional atmosphere. Teachers should also
make students and their parents aware of the
school district’s opt-out policy as an alternative
to the teaching about any particular religion.

While our Constitution does not give
carte blanche to promote religion in the
public schools, neither does it dictate a
cleansing of Christmas from the classroom.
Students may enjoy the same freedom of
religious expression that is allowed any other
time of the year — in or out of the class-
room. This means that students can freely
distribute Christmas or Hanukkah cards to
their friends and teachers, just as they would
a birthday card. Such cards can even men-
tion the words God and Jesus Christ.

Erasing traditional Christmas practices
from our daily life is discouraging and dis-
heartening. In a society already known for its
selfishness and consumerism, it seems that a
religious holiday would be an opportunity
to celebrate something more essential,
something wholesome and good and also
something that would remind us of our
nation’s history — one that is dominated by
a spiritual and religious heritage.

In fact, rather than making Christmas the
height of the selling season, why can’t the
focus be on celebrating family and friendship,
camaraderie and memories? Why can’t it be a
time to reflect and celebrate our freedoms?
Why can’t it be a season of extending a help-
ing hand to the less fortunate? Why can’t it be
a time to step back and meditate on the orig-
inal meaning behind the Christmas holiday?
And why can’t these important traditions be
taught in our schools?

Hopefully, as our children ponder what
Christmas is all about — a subject that almost
certainly arises in the classroom — our teach-
ers at least will realize that they have the right
to truthfully answer the question. If so, our
children will have the opportunity to experi-
ence the richness of our traditions and cul-
ture. And what better time than Christmas?

Constitutional attorney and author JJOOHHNN  WW..
WWHHIITTEEHHEEAADD is founder and president of The
Rutherford Institute. He can be contacted at
johnw@rutherford.org. Information about The
Rutherford Institute is available at www.ruther-
ford.org.

John W. Whitehead Send comments to editor@smdp.com

That Rutherford Guy

Celebrating Christmas in schools  
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In the DARK
about your 
lighting options?

SANTA MONICA WHOLESALE LIGHTING & ELECTRICAL
1631 COLORADO AVE, SANTA MONICA, CA  |  310-829-3888

Email:  SMLIGHTING@HOTMAIL.COM |  MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 7-5 PM

Go where the locals go for all
their lighting & electrical needs

VISIT OUR BEAUTIFUL SHOWROOM
SPECIALIZING IN ARCHITECTURAL AND MODERN DESIGN

Mention SMDP & receive 20% off

GERMAN CCAR SSERVICE
Specialist in Repair of Porsche VW Audi BMW

� Best alternative to high dealer prices
� Complete service and repair
� All work guaranteed
� Locally owned and operated since 1965

2202 OLYMPIC BLVD., SANTA MONICA  (310) 829-2563

ARIZONA AVE.
WILSHIRE BLVD.

14TH
 ST.

15TH
 ST.★

SANTA MONICA FAMILY DENTISTRY
DR. ALAN RUBENSTE IN
1260 15th ST. SUITE #703

( 3 1 0 )  7 3 6 - 2 5 8 9
WWW.ALANRUBENSTEINDDS.COM

FINDING A NEW
DENTIST IS TOUGH!!!

(BUT WE MAKE 
IT EASY!!!)

Tr y  our  NO OBLIGATION
$1 Exam WITH FULL XRAYS
(If you don’t like what we have to say we will give

you a copy of your x-rays at no charge)

Try our DENTAL CARE 
WITHOUT JUDGEMENT!

(no need to be embarassed if you haven’t been in for a long time)

How about our "NO HASSLE" 
dental insurance processing?

(we will take care of all your insurance paperwork)

• Nitrous oxide provided as a courtesy
• Payment Plans

• Emergencies can be seen today
• Our dentists and staff members are easy to talk to

YES WE DO: Cosmetics, Invisalign, Periodontics,
Oral Surgery, Zoom bleaching, Implants, and MORE

2001 Wilshire Blvd, Santa Monica CA 310/453 8320 www.lawgross.com

• Free phone consultation
• Speak to your local Santa Monica Attorney
• Get the facts now

Civil Litigation

Consumer and Business Disputes

A PROFESSIONAL LEGAL CORPORATION

“Your Local 
Santa Monica

Attorney”

Considering Filing for Bankruptcy?

office (310) 458-7737

FOLLOW US ON twitter.com/smdailypress

HHeeaaddlliinnee  nneewwss

The year 2010 saw its fair share of interesting
happenings in Santa Monica. There was a City
Council election that took a month to sort out,
a couple local high school teams won CIF titles
and bikes continue to be on the minds of many.

SSoo,,  tthhiiss  wweeeekk’’ss  QQ--LLiinnee  qquueessttiioonn  aasskkss::

What were the main stories of 2010,
and why?

Contact qline@smdp.com before Friday at 5
p.m. and we’ll print your answers in the weekend
edition of the Daily Press. You can also call (310)
458-7737 ext. 102.

SPONSORED BY

OUR PRESIDENT RECENTLY SAID THERE WAS
a risk of the country slipping into another
Great Depression. For all of you who decid-
ed to pretend that it wasn’t happening, I ask
that you open your eyes.

Closing your eyes and hoping our strug-
gling economy fixes itself will not help any
of us. Our economy will not be fixed with
greater taxes. Creating more government
jobs only takes money from one person and
passes it around to others. It doesn’t bring
any new money into the state.

More shopping with borrowed money
spent from your savings account won’t fix
the economy. Looking around at the malls
you’d think that we’re doing well, but it only
hides the fact that retirement savings
accounts are being spent.

Los Angeles County is already experienc-
ing real depression-era type unemployment.
You’ll hear that we have a current unemploy-
ment rate of 12.6 percent two years after our
market crash. But remember that it was 16.3
percent by the end of 1931, two years after
the Great Depression started. To hide the
real unemployment rate today, we calculate
the unemployment rate differently then we
did in 1931. If you use the U6 number we are
now at 17 percent. The Great Depression
took four years to take hold and unemploy-
ment reached 25.2 percent.

As the great depression went on, people had
savings accounts that slowly disappeared. They
sold off possessions as well. If you read the
newspapers from that time, the market went
up and down repeatedly. People often claimed
opportunity was just around the corner. Those
who were working eventually lost jobs when
no one was able to purchase their products.
What we need right now are real jobs.

Today, California is the eighth largest econo-
my in the world, and the largest single economy
in the United States. To put things into perspec-
tive, the European Union’s bailout of Greece,
Ireland, and proposed Spain and Portugal is
smaller than a possible California bailout would
be. You don’t seem to hear much about this in
the press since it doesn’t  keep people watching
the idiot box, but it’s something that will take all
of us to stop from happening.

We all need to go home and have real
conversations with our families about the
facts. We need to figure out how to live
financially responsible lives. That means we
need to spend wisely, invest, and truly
understand the consequences of our voting
decisions. Throw out the idea that we can
spend our way out of this, and start investing
in companies that make things we can sell to
other countries. In the end, we need to get
back to making stuff. Making stuff is stinky
and might cause pollution. But the choice is

that or be homeless.
We all need to accept that the idea of a

“Green Economy” will not create enough jobs
to keep us living in the lifestyle that our par-
ents had. Every kind of manufacturing job in
California has gone down ever since the green
fever took hold. According to the California
Employment Development Department
report published Nov. 19, 2010, we lost
another 11,300 manufacturing jobs. Almost
40 percent of the unemployed have been that
way longer than six months. The top-growing
employer in L.A. County was our govern-
ment. That is very bad. Manufacturing with
less pollution is a good thing. The problem we
have learned is it is stupid to limit pollution
here in California, while allowing products
made creating 10 times the pollution next
door to share the same shelves.

China doesn’t even have an Environmental
Protection Agency to force companies to be
green. If you think they’re looking at becom-
ing a green economy, just think about their
record on human rights. No one really tracks
emissions in Asia. They think we’re idiots. The
math is simple. Four billion Asians are burn-
ing everything they can find as fast as they can
burn it to make you an iPhone and a Prius.

Now all the Asians want iPhone’s and a big
screen TV in their 3,000-square-foot home as
well. As millions in Asia are manufacturing
with no EPA restrictions, more pollution is
being created than ever before. To put it into
perspective, if all 300 million Americans were
beamed off the planet by aliens, it would have
less than 5 percent total impact on global
population. So when I hear our lofty dream of
reducing American pollution by 10 percent
over the next 10 years, I’m left realizing that
this is less than a 3 percent change, which is
an almost insignificant amount.

Forget talks about a double-dip recession;
we’re still taking in water. For a drowning
person, taking in less water slower is not the
same as breathing air. This is a California
problem, and has little to do with George
Bush or Obama. We borrow, tax and spend
money the way the Democratic Party of our
one-party state desires. The State Assembly
and Senate have been Democratically con-
trolled for the last 14 years.

In exchange for that tiny percent reduc-
tion in global emissions over the next 10
years, we encourage Asia to pollute more
and faster while we allow our people to
become homeless and the state to go broke?
Is it really worth it?  

DDAAVVIIDD  AALLSSAABBEERRYY  is wondering if the smoke
from the factories in Asia will cause global
warming in California. He can be reached at
alsabery@gmail.com

David Alsabery Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Hiding in the Open

Is going green really worth it? 
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1315 3rd Street Promenade  |  4th floor (above food court)
Santa Monica 310.394.1300 www.burnfit.com

BURN FITNESS offers 
33% corporate discount

Burn Fitness Corporate Memberships 
Regular Rate $89.99 

33% Discount  
Corporate Rate $59.99

*Eligibility 3-5 employees sign up together 
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BY JACOB ADELMAN
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES New state government
reforms and a revived housing market along
the coast could put California’s economy on
a strong footing when it finishes its long,
slow slog through a sluggish recovery,
according to an economic forecast released
Tuesday.

November’s successful ballot measure
allowing budgets to be passed with a simple
majority and other changes could make the
state more attractive to businesses and
improve its borrowing costs, according to
the quarterly Anderson Forecast from the
University of California, Los Angeles.

Meanwhile, pent-up demand among
home buyers could explode in the state’s
coastal communities where inventory has
been limited, resulting in rebounding home
prices and renewed construction in those
areas, the study said.

“There are changes that are occurring in
some fundamental problem areas such as
residential construction and state govern-
ment that are laying the groundwork for
more rapid growth in the medium term,”
said the forecast’s author, Jerry Nickelsburg.

The report noted that the state will still be
in for some pain before it realizes these
longer-term gains.

Employment was forecast to grow at a
rate of 1.6 percent in 2011, keeping jobless-
ness at 11.4 percent through the year. The
state was unlikely to generate enough jobs to
tug unemployment down to the single digits
until the end of 2012.

The state’s most recent tally put unem-
ployment at 12.4 percent in October, down
from a modern record of 12.6 percent
reached in March. The national rate is 9.8
percent.

Real personal income was forecast to
grow at 1.6 percent in 2011 and 3.6 percent
in 2012.

The economic growth that does occur
will be driven by education, health care,
exports and technology — all sectors that
are most prevalent along the coast, where the
expansion will arrive fastest and be most
pronounced.

In inland parts of the state, little growth
will occur until that region’s housing market
rebounds, which will not occur in the near

term because of the massive overbuilding
that occurred during the previous years’
homebuilding frenzy.

Nickelsburg said it could be years until
those who worked in that region’s once-
booming construction sector find new jobs
in other industries.

But construction could be a driver of
growth in coastal parts of the state, which
saw less construction during the boom.

The report cited state and federal data
showing increases in household sizes since
2007, when the downturn took hold, imply-
ing that cash-strapped twentysomethings
were moving in with their parents instead of
buying homes for themselves, and that older
people were moving in with their adult chil-
dren.

When the general economic expansion
gives a boost to employment, job security
and salaries, demand will quickly outstrip
supply along the coast, resulting in a quickly
rebounding construction industry there.

“In terms of housing stock, it turns out
we’re about a year behind if the potential
demand turns into effective demand, which
it ultimately will,” Nickelsburg said.

Nickelsburg said he was also encouraged
by the state-level reforms that allow budgets
to be passed by the legislature with a simple
majority, rather than the previous two-
thirds majority that has been blamed for leg-
islative gridlock.

The state’s economy may also benefit
from a reform that places the drawing of leg-
islative and congressional districts in the
hands of a bipartisan citizens commission,
rather than lawmakers.

The new system could make legislators
more apt to quickly approve budgets so as
not to incur voters’ anger in what will
become more competitive districts,
Nickelsburg said.

The resulting budgetary stability could
make California businesses more willing to
expand and could make out-of-state busi-
nesses more likely to move here, he said.

It would also improve the state’s bond
rating so it could borrow money at lower
interest rates, Nickelsburg said.

“If California shows a record of passing
budgets on time, then there’s going to be
more certainty about the California govern-
ment. It will be perceived as a government
that functions,” he said.

Economic study: Gains to
come after near-term pain

The Pretenders Studio believes in a healthy body image, positive attitude and the power to communicate through creativity.
www.thepretendersstudio.com

BRAND

NEW

FACILITY

Open to the Public! Admission by your choice of donation. All proceeds to 
benefit our Toy Drive, Red Cross and the Santa Monica Fire Department

Holiday Dance Show
and Silent Auction 

Saturday Dec 11th at 6:30pm
SANTA MONICA YWCA 2019 14TH ST.

THE PRETENDERS STUDIO PRESENTS:
WORKS IN PROGRESS

1635 16th Street, Santa Monica CA 90404  • (310) 450-1800
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BY JOE MCDONALD
AP Business Writer

BEIJING The 121-story Shanghai Tower is
more than China’s next record-setting build-
ing: It’s an economic lifeline for the elite club
of skyscraper builders.

Financial gloom has derailed plans for
new towers in Chicago, Moscow, Dubai and
other cities. But in China, work on the
2,074-foot (632-meter) Shanghai Tower, due
to be completed in 2014, and dozens of
other tall buildings is rushing ahead, pow-
ered by a buoyant economy and providing a
steady stream of work to architects and engi-
neers.

The U.S. high-rise market is “pretty much
dead,” said Dan Winey, a managing director
for Gensler, the Shanghai Tower’s San
Francisco-based architects. “For us, China in
the next 10 to 15 years is going to be a huge
market.”

China has six of the world’s 15 tallest
buildings — compared with three in the
United States, the skyscraper’s birthplace —
and is constructing more at a furious pace,
defying worries about a possible real estate
boom and bust. It is on track to pass the U.S.
as the country with the most buildings
among the 100 tallest by a wide margin.

“There are cities in China that most
Western people have never heard of that
have bigger populations and more tall build-
ings than half the prominent cities in the
U.S.,” said Antony Wood, executive director
of the Council on Tall Buildings and Urban
Habitat at the Illinois Institute of
Technology in Chicago.

China is leading a wave of skyscraper
building in developing countries that is
shifting the field’s center of gravity away
from the United States and Europe.

India, Brazil, Saudi Arabia and Indonesia
have ultra-tall towers under construction or
on the drawing board. In the Gulf, Doha in
Qatar and Dubai — site of the current
record holder, the 163-story Burj Khalifa —
each has three buildings among the 20 tallest
under construction, though work on all but
one of those has been suspended.

The shift is so drastic that North
America’s share of the 100 tallest buildings
will fall from 80 percent in 1990 to just 18
percent by 2012, according to Wood. He said
by then, 45 of the tallest will be in Asia, with
34 of those in China alone.

“So 34 percent of the 100 tallest buildings
will be in a single country. That has only
happened once before, and that was with the
USA,” he said.

In China, skyscrapers are going up in
obscure locales such as Wenzhou, Wuhan
and Jiangyin, a boomtown north of
Shanghai. It is building a 72-story, 1,076-
foot (328-meter) hotel-and-apartment
tower that will be taller than Manhattan’s
Chrysler Building.

China’s edifice complex is driven by a mix
of demand for space in a crowded country
with economic growth forecast at 10 percent
this year and local leaders who want archi-
tectural eye candy to promote their cities as
commercial centers.

Dozens of midsize Chinese cities are
building new business districts to replace
cramped downtowns. They look to the model
of Shanghai’s skyscraper-packed Pudong dis-
trict — China’s Wall Street — created in the
1990s on reclaimed industrial land.

“Governments are encouraging these
iconic buildings in order to give a very clear
message to the outside world: Please pay
attention to our city,” said Dennis Poon,

managing principal of Thornton Tomasetti,
the Shanghai Tower’s structural engineers.
The New York-based firm also is working on
the 115-story Ping An International Finance
Center in Shenzhen, near Hong Kong, and
other Chinese projects.

China has four of the 10 tallest buildings
under construction, versus two for the
United States — and work on one of those,
the 2,000-foot (610-meter) Chicago Spire,
has stopped.

The Shanghai Tower will be China’s
tallest office tower, surpassing the neighbor-
ing Shanghai World Financial Center in
Pudong. The 2-year-old WFC passed the
Jinmao Tower, also in Pudong, for the title.

China accounts for 65 percent of
Gensler’s worldwide revenues from projects
that involve buildings 35 to 40 stories and
above, according to Winey.

The firm is working on some 50 projects
in China that total 80 million square feet (8
million square meters), the equivalent of San
Francisco’s entire stock of commercial office
space, he said. China revenues are rising by
30 to 35 percent a year and its staff of 140
people in offices in Beijing and Shanghai
should expand to 500 in the next seven
years.

The boom has drawn a Who’s Who of
star architects and given Chinese firms their
first shot at designing a skyscraper.

Shenzhen’s Ping An tower was designed
by Kohn Pedersen Fox; the New York firm’s
other projects include the 116-story East
Tower of the Chow Tai Fook Center in
Guangzhou, also near Hong Kong. Chicago-
based Skidmore Owings & Merrill designed
Beijing’s tallest building, the 75-story China
World Tower III, and the 76-story Tianjin
World Financial Center in Tianjin east of
Beijing, due to be completed next year.
Jiangyin’s Hanging Village of Huaxi was
designed by China’s A+E Design.

Tianjin, a port and oil-refining center
with ambitions to be a finance and tech hub,
is building four towers of at least 75 stories.
One of them, the Goldin Finance 117, will be
117 stories and nearly 2,000 feet (600
meters) tall.

Instead of Western-style single-use office
or apartment towers, many developers
diversify their revenue sources by making
buildings a mix of hotel and office space,
with a shopping mall in the base and luxury
apartments at the top.

The new space is hitting the market just
as Beijing tries to cool a boom in construc-
tion of luxury housing and shopping malls.
Regulators warn that a supply glut could
leave lenders with unpaid loans if developers
default.

But demand for high-end office space is
so strong that the skyscraper market should
face no such problems, said Danny Ma,
director of China research for real estate
consulting firm CB Richard Ellis. He said the
new buildings should fill up quickly because
many are the first in their cities to offer high-
quality facilities required by foreign and
major Chinese companies that are expand-
ing there.

“More and more tenants are keen to
move to such buildings,” Ma said. He said
developers are signing up tenants in advance
for 50 to 60 percent of the space in new proj-
ects, enough in many cases to make them
profitable.

China is helping to propel development
of skyscraper design and urban planning as
developers face government pressure to
make buildings environmentally friendly
and integrate them into busy cities.

China’s skyscraper boom
buoys global industry
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BOB GABRIEL CO. INSURANCE

Mercury Insurance has cut rates on auto, 
homeowners, and renters insurance. 
Please call for new discounted rates.

Phone Quotes Available

Personalized Insurance
Auto Experts Life, Disability & Pension

Homeowners Commercial & Business

Workers Compensation Group & Individual Health

Representing “A” rated companies including
MERCURY INSURANCE

310.829.0305
2325 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica

www.bobgabrielinsurance.com

Family Owned 
Business

310-478-3001 ext. 100 www.californiarecycles.com

You can also shop for recycled

office products and compostable

tableware and utensils 

in our online store. 

www.californiarecycles-store.com

Recycle old electronics
For Cash*

We pay the best rates for:

Celll Phones TVs
Computers And much more

Drop your items off at 1932 Cotner Ave. in 

West Los Angeles and mention this offer for cash
* Some restrictions apply

ting up shop.
Not surprisingly, Promenade Gateway,

which earns millions of dollars by leasing the
Broadway 4’s theater space to AMC, was
none too pleased when it caught wind of the
proposal.

“Obviously, it creates risk for us,” said
Scott Blake, asset manager for Promenade
Gateway.

After having attorneys review the
Broadway 4’s lease agreement, Blake said he’s
confident AMC can’t legally cease operating
the Broadway 4 while its lease is in effect. He
said AMC is required to continue operating
as a theater while its lease is in effect, which
means his company should be able to keep
all of its “grandfathered” property rights and
bring in a new theater operator once the
Broadway 4’s lease expires.

Calls to John Warfel, a partner in the pro-
posed new AMC multiplex and a member of
Bayside District Corp. board, were not
returned on Tuesday. But it seems clear that
any attempt to shutter the Broadway 4
before 2014 would bring a legal challenge
from Promenade Gateway — a development
that could disrupt plans for the new multi-
plex.

Blake said last month he met with repre-
sentatives from AMC and both sides agreed
to work on an alternative solution to the
problem. But he said there’s not yet a con-
crete plan for how to eliminate the roughly
1,600 theater seats City Hall has said need to
go in order to allow the new project to move
ahead.

“Up until recently, we really hadn’t had
that much contact with AMC regarding
their intention to close [the Broadway 4],”

Blake said. “We are certainly hopeful that we
can reach an agreement that works for
everyone on the various sides.”

There are some reasons why Promenade
Gateway, under the right circumstances,
might look favorably on seeing the
Broadway 4 close. Retailers, after all, pay
higher rents than movie theaters do. But
converting the Broadway 4 space into a site
for a different use would require investment
and, most likely, building approvals from
City Hall, Blake said.

“That property was built around a facade
that is unique to movie theaters, by city
requirement,” Blake said. “If indeed the city
wants us to change to retail, we just hope
that the city will cooperate in doing so.”

He added he didn’t expect a potential deal
to involve City Hall footing any portion of
the bill to renovate the property.

City Attorney Marsha Moutrie could not
be reached for comment on the city’s posi-
tion in the negotiations by deadline Tuesday.

nickt@smdp.com

water supply.
Pastucha, who currently holds the same

position in the city of Pasadena, will manage
more than 400 employees and oversee a budg-
et of more than $66 million in Santa Monica.
He will receive a base salary of $198,798.

Pastucha will replace acting director
Susan Cline. Lee Swain, who currently serves
as Santa Monica’s city engineer, previously
held the position.

The appointment follows a nationwide
recruitment that attracted more than 50
candidates. Interviews were held with five
finalists during the past month, according to
a City Hall news release.

“I’m excited to join Santa Monica and
offer the experience gained throughout my
career to the Santa Monica community,”
Pastucha said. “Santa Monica is renowned as
a progressive city and I look forward to join-
ing the talented team there.”

Pastucha will takeover on Jan. 18. Gould,
who in February hired Fire Chief Scott
Ferguson, plans to introduce the new public
works director at the City Council meeting
scheduled for Jan. 25.

“Martin Pastucha is a gifted opera-

tional manager and consummate team
player. He has a wide breadth of experi-
ence ranging from overseeing large multi-
year capital projects as well operations
experience in maintenance of streets, sew-
ers, parks, sold waste and fleet manage-
ment,” Gould said in the release. “He is
known for being innovative, solution ori-
ented and highly supportive of his col-
leagues so that successful outcomes are
achieved.”

The Public Works Department pro-
vides services that include water
resources, architecture services, civil
engineering, resource recovery and recy-
cling, cemetery, street maintenance, fleet
services, facilities management and cus-
todial services.

Pastucha received a master’s degree in
public administration from California State
University, San Bernardino. He and his wife
have two grown children.

Before he was hired in Pasadena,
Pastucha was public works director in La
Habra. He has also served as field services
manager for the Tustin Public Works
Department and as public works, operations
manager and integrated waste manager for
Upland, Calif.

news@smdp.com 
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WE ARE
CERTAINLY

HOPEFUL THAT WE CAN
REACH AN AGREEMENT

THAT WORKS FOR
EVERYONE ON THE

VARIOUS SIDES.”
Scott Blake,

Asset manager for Promenade Gateway
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offensive lineman Evan Parra-Raygosa.
Junior cornerback Dylan Muskat and senior
nose tackle Terrence Sadler were named to
the second team.

Junior defensive end Chad Wheeler was
an honorable mention.

“I’m proud of the kids,” Head Coach
Travis Clark said. “This proves we did some
things this season.”

Clark, in his second season as coach, led

the team to a 6-4 overall record and 3-2 in
league. Despite the winning record, Samohi
missed the playoffs after qualifying last sea-
son. Yet, the finish was an improvement on
last year’s 4-6 regular season record.

Clark said he sees improvement from
year to year and feels the team has built a
good foundation for the future.

Even with improvement comes disap-
pointment for missing the playoffs.

“It keeps us hungry,” Clark said. “It gives
us something to shoot for.”

daniela@smdp.com

SAMOHI
FROM PAGE 1

Morgan Genser news@smdp.com
HE’S GONE: Samohi’s Kris Comas returns a punt for a touchdown against Hawthorne earlier this
season. Comas was named to the All-Ocean League first team on offense this week.



10 WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2010 A D V E R T I S E M E N T

The City of Santa Monica
WOODLAWN CEMETERY & MAUSOLEUM 

Presents

The 63rd Annual U.S. Marine Corps Reserves

Toys for Tots Toy Drive &
The 5th Annual Tree of Life

Through the gift of a shiny new toy, the Marine Corps Reserves Toys
for Tots Foundation provides happiness and hope to disadvantaged
children who might otherwise be overlooked this holiday season.

This year marks the 63rd anniversary for the Toys for Tots tradition of the U.S. Marine Corps
Reserves.  Since 1947, Toys for Tots coordinators have distributed over 419 million toys to 195
million needy children.   Unfortunately, with over 13 million children living in poverty, Toys for
Tots needs your help more than ever to achieve our goal of delivering a toy to every child in need.  

This year marks the fourth year the City of Santa Monica Woodlawn Cemetery & Mausoleum
will be participating as an official toy drop off site.  The Cemetery is located at 1847 14th Street
(Corner of 14th Street and Pico Boulevard.) across the street from Santa Monica College. 

Donations of new unwrapped toys can be dropped off at the Cemetery business office beginning
November 22 and continuing through December 20.  Toys may be dropped off Monday through
Friday from 8:00 am until 4:30 pm and on Saturday and Sunday from 10:00 am until 3:30 pm.
Please call (310) 458-8717 for additional information.

Also during this holiday season the cemetery will be displaying a 30 foot living pine
tree in the lobby of the mausoleum. The purpose of the tree is to allow individuals
and their families and friends the opportunity to visit the mausoleum and to hang 
an ornament on the tree in memory of a loved one that has passed away.  
The cemetery will provide the ornaments which can be personalized.
At the end of the holiday season, the tree will be planted on the
grounds of the cemetery as an everlasting memory.

The holiday season can be a very difficult time for many people 
who have experienced the death of a loved one.  In an effort to
make this time a little bit more bearable and offer hope for the
future, the Cemetery staff would like to extend an invitation
to the Community to participate in the Tree of Life program

The tree and ornaments will be available December 1 through December 23* during the follow schedule:

Monday through Friday 8:00 a.m. until 4:30 p.m.  |  Saturday and Sunday 10:00 a.m. until 3:30 p.m.
* Thursday, December 23 8:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon

Woodlawn Cemetery & Mausoleum is owned and operated by the City of Santa Monica and is located at 
1847 14th Street (corner of Pico Boulevard and 14th Street) in Santa Monica.

For additional information, please contact the Cemetery Office at (310) 458-8717.

www.smgov.net/woodlawn
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BY CAROLE ORLIN
Special to the Daily Press 

Howdy pardners! Memories of the fun
times I had at guest ranches in Montana
led me to seek out ranches closer to home.
When I think of the “Wild West,” my atten-
tion has always been focused on Montana,
Wyoming or Colorado. Despite California
being as far west as you can go, I had seri-
ous doubts that I could find an authentic
ranch anywhere but in those cowboy states.
Then I discovered The Alisal Guest Ranch
and Resort in Solvang, an easy two-hour
ride from Santa Monica. It is located in the
heart of California’s central coast wine
country just 40 miles north of Santa
Barbara. Situated on a 10,000-acre cattle
ranch that had its origins dating back to
the early 1800s, it was transformed into a
full-service guest ranch with its opening in
1946. Alisal means “grove of sycamores,”
and the beauty of its oak trees and
sycamore groves, rolling hills, mountains,
valleys, and 100-acre spring-fed lake is awe
inspiring.

We decided to attend their first annual
“Harvest Weekend.” The festivities began
with a welcome reception and BBQ din-
ner, followed by genuine country line
dancing. Corny, but lots of fun! The next
morning started with either a hayride or
horse ride to the Old Adobe for an out-
door country style breakfast. We took the
hayride and despite some glitches were
able to experience Alisal’s magnificent
setting. The afternoon provided us with a
visit to nearby Lucas and Lewellen
Vineyards, with a wine tasting room for a
harvest party of hors d’oeuvres, wine
tasting from the bottle, barrel and tank
and fantastic live music. In the evening
we attended an elegant winemaker’s
reception and a gourmet four-course din-
ner with wine pairings. Needless to say,
we slept well that night. The next morn-
ing, after another satisfying country
breakfast and some hiking and horse-
shoes, it was time to head on home, little
doggie.

I know this was not like the dude ranch
experience of old, but it was, after all, a
special harvest celebration. Truth be told,

I realized that although I do love riding
and everything that a ranch experience
entails, I also enjoy fine wine, great cui-
sine and a little bit of pampering. I’m a
city slicker who looks for balance in the
great outdoors, but won’t turn down a
massage at the end of a hard day of riding
and dining. The staff at The Alisal takes
pride in keeping the ranch as authentic as
possible, but realizes it has to offer what
the public wants in order to stay relevant.
They built an amazing fitness center and
spa two years ago, and boast two 18-hole
golf courses, tennis courts and a lovely
pool. I met a group of people who have
been returning there for annual reunions
for over 20 years. Although many celebri-
ties go there (Clark Gable was married
there), they really do strive to keep as low
key and true to their roots as possible. The
73 country style rooms do not have a tele-
vision or a telephone, which initially

made me a little nervous, but turned out
to be quite freeing. I missed a few days of
traumatizing news and caught up on
some reading.

As I relaxed and reflected on the bounty
of the weekend, I realized that this secluded
world moved at an easy pace but offered as
much fun and adventure as anyone could
want from sunrise to sundown. The rejuve-
nating blend of activity and relaxation
means that it can cater to a wide variety of
guests: from couples to family groups, from
business meetings to corporate retreats.
They offer special opportunities for
Wranglers’ Wedding Packages, for Cowgirl
and Couples Bootcamps, and even the abili-
ty to “Rent the Ranch” in its entirety (cau-
tion: the latter could set you back approxi-
mately $43,000 per night with a two-night
minimum).

Head wrangler Tony is as patient with the
urbanites as he is with the horses; so even if

you relate to the Billy Crystal character in
the movie “City Slickers” — no worries, you
are in good hands. I’m tempted to try the
Cowgirl Bootcamp, but fear for my husband
if I really master the art of saddle up, roping
and tying — run, Chuck, run!

Well, it’s time to practice my Texas two-
step. So for now, happy trails.

CCAARROOLLEE can be reached at
Carolesorlin@yahoo.com.

Home on
the range  

Photo courtesy The Alisal 
WHAT A VIEW: The Alisal Guest Ranch and Resort in Solvang, Calif. is surrounded by beautiful oak trees and sycamore groves. 

If you go

The Alisal Guest Ranch and Resort
1054 Alisal Rd.
Solvang, Calif., 93463
(800) 4-ALISAL
(805) 688-6411
www.alisal.com 
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WE’RE BACK! 

All New Santa Monica Infiniti
New Owners – New Location (3219 Santa Monica Blvd) – Experienced Management and Staff

No Games, 
No Gimmicks, 

Just great service

2011 Infiniti – QX56

2011 Infiniti – M372010 Infiniti – G37 Sedan

2010 Infiniti – G37 Coupe
2010 Infiniti – FX35

(310)828-4424 www.santamonicainfiniti.com

BY AMY TAXIN
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES Dozens of Filipino hospital
workers in California sued their employer
Tuesday alleging they were the sole ethnic
group targeted by a rule requiring them to
speak only English.

The group of 52 nurses and medical staff
filed a complaint accusing Delano Regional
Medical Center of banning them from
speaking Tagalog and other Filipino lan-
guages while letting other workers speak
Spanish and Hindi.

The plaintiffs are seeking to join an
August complaint filed by the U.S. Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission in
Kern County federal court over the hospi-
tal’s enforcement of a rule requiring workers
to speak English.

Filipino workers said they were called to a
special meeting in August 2006 where they
were warned not to speak Tagalog and told
surveillance cameras would be installed, if
necessary, to monitor them. Since then,
workers said they were told on a daily basis
by fellow staffers to speak only English, even
on breaks.

“I felt like people were always watching
us,” said tearful 56-year-old Elnora Cayme,
who worked for the hospital from 1980 to
2008.“Even when we spoke English ... people
would come and approach us and tell us,
‘English only.’”

A message was left at the hospital seeking
comment.

In its lawsuit, the EEOC has accused the
hospital in California’s San Joaquin Valley of
creating a hostile working environment for
Filipinos by singling them out for repri-
mands and for encouraging other staff to
report them. The agency is seeking an
injunction to protect the workers against
future discrimination.

The EEOC has seen an increase in com-
plaints alleging discrimination based on
national origin amid a rise in anti-immi-
grant sentiment, said Anna Park, a regional
attorney for the EEOC. That’s especially the
case in California’s central valley, where a
greater share of the complaints the agency
receives relate to such issues than in the
nation as a whole.

In this case, the workers filed a sepa-
rate complaint under state law in part
because monetary damages are capped by
federal law, said Julie Su, litigation direc-
tor for the Asian Pacific American Legal
Center, which represents the plaintiffs.
They want the English-only policy to be
changed and for hospital staff to be
trained on the new rule.

Under California law, employers may
require workers to speak English if there is a
business necessity, Su said.

Delano Regional Medical Center is a 156-
bed hospital located about 30 miles north of
Bakersfield.

Filipinos sue hospital 
over English-only rule
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1-888-5-RED-CROSS
(888-573-3276)

Change your water ...

CHANGE YOUR LIFE
with “Beyond O2” Alkaline Water
Alkaline Water

reverses the
effects of

illness and
leads to:

• increased energy
• anti-aging
• positive mood
• stabilized blood sugars
• weight loss

• better digestion
• lower cholesterol
• clear skin
• disease reversal

(gout, diabetes, etc.)

(310) 664-8880
Beyond O2 Water House

2209 Main St., Santa Monica, CA 90405
www.cleanme.tv/category/101

(Segment Mar. 20)

FREE
5 gallons of “Beyond O2”

Alkaline Water
Beyond O2 Water

(310) 664-8880
With this coupon.

Not valid with other offers or prior purchases.
*Please bring an empty container for your water or you may purchase a container at the store

www.beyondo2water.com

Home and Office Delivery NOW AVAILABLE! W

Day Care•  Grooming•  Pet Photography

Professional Pet Photography
Book session receive 15%

same day RETAIL Purchase

2709 B Santa Monica Blvd 

310-310-3567

Location, Location, Location
Storage units available at 14/Colorado

FREE 
MONTH!!!

Easy and Convenient Storage, in the middle of Santa Monica!

Mention this ad when you call for details.

(310) 450-1515
1620 14th st. Santa Monica, CA 90404
www.SantaMonicaMiniStorage.com

BY GREG RISLING
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES A judge ruled Tuesday that a
postnuptial marital agreement giving sole
ownership of the Los Angeles Dodgers to
Frank McCourt is not valid — a decision that
isn’t expected to affect team operations but
means the Dodgers could eventually be shared
under California community property law.

Superior Court Judge Scott Gordon said
there wasn’t a mutual understanding
between Jamie and Frank McCourt about
what the pact spelled out when they signed it
in March 2004 in Massachusetts.

“The parties had mistaken belief and no
agreement as to the meaning of the agree-
ment, the content of the agreement, and the
effect of the (agreement) on their property
and property rights,” Gordon wrote in his
100-page tentative ruling.

Jamie McCourt’s lawyer, David Boies,
said his client was pleased with the decision,
but she wants a reasonable resolution of
divorce negotiations that involved the post-
nuptial agreement.

“It’s in the interest of her, her family,
Dodger fans and the team,” to settle, Boies
told The Associated Press. “She’s not going
to insist on exactly half, but if she’s prepared
to compromise, Frank has to look at this case
with some realism.”

Lawyers for Frank McCourt plan to ask
Gordon for a hearing to argue he is the sole
owner of the Dodgers because he has title to
the team, stadium and surrounding land —
worth hundreds of millions of dollars.

“Without the agreements in place, it
becomes the court’s job to determine which
property is Frank’s and which is Jamie’s
based on who holds legal title to the team,”
attorney Marc Seltzer said in a statement.
“The facts are crystal clear on this point. The
Dodgers are solely in Frank’s name.”

The tentative ruling came after an 11-day
trial that focused on whether the agreement
should determine who owns the team.

Frank McCourt contends the agreement
gives the Dodgers to him. His estranged wife
argues no one told her she gave up her purport-
ed stake in the team by signing the document.

The couple have been embroiled in a
nasty and costly divorce trial, where legal
bills alone are estimated to top $20 million.

The case has provided the public a rare

glimpse into the inner workings of a Major
League Baseball team. Through testimony
and reams of court documents, observers
have learned about the Dodgers’ finances
and how the former couple’s lavish lifestyle
affected the team.

Both sides gave differing accounts of
what their intentions were when they signed
the agreement, but one aspect was clear —
neither of them read the agreement closely
enough. The pact spelled out how their
assets would be divided in the event of a
divorce.

During the trial, Jamie McCourt, 56,
maintained she was the team’s co-owner and
would never have signed away her purport-
ed stake in the Dodgers had she known the
agreement took it away from her.

Frank McCourt, 57, countered the pact
was his wife’s idea so she could protect her
separate property — a group of opulent
homes — from his business creditors.

Both took the witness stand during the
trial and gave snapshots of their nearly 30-
year marriage.

In his ruling, Gordon questioned their
credibility and seemed astonished that such
bright businesspeople as the McCourts did-
n’t examine such an important legal docu-
ment thoroughly.

The testimony by both parties “paints a
picture of two people who had no involve-
ment in the drafting or execution of the
(agreement) and related documents and fur-
ther that they so entrusted all matters regard-
ing the (agreement) to their lawyers, that they
did not closely read or did not read at all, the
drafts or final copies of the various (agree-
ments) involved in this case,” Gordon said.

Jamie McCourt’s legal team argued the
pact wasn’t valid because their client didn’t
have her own attorney when the agreement
was signed, and Frank McCourt eventually
agreed to make all their assets community
property.

The lawyers also pointed out there were
two versions of the agreement, due to a fam-
ily lawyer’s error. One gave the Dodgers and
related assets to Frank McCourt, and anoth-
er did not.

Frank McCourt’s attorneys countered
that their client is recognized by Major
League Baseball as the sole owner of the
Dodgers, and Jamie McCourt never identi-
fied herself as a co-owner.

McCourt marital deal on
Dodgers ruled invalid

Join The Voice
for Ecology –
Dr Reese Halter 
and "Bruni the Bear"
as they take us on 
a grand adventure: 
climbing the tallest 
trees on planet Earth 
– the coastal redwoods 
of Northern California!  

The book is now available on Amazon.
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BY CHARLES BABINGTON
Associated Press

WASHINGTON Disappointed Democratic
congressional leaders demanded changes in
the White House’s tax deal with Republicans
on Tuesday despite a spirited argument by
President Barack Obama that concessions
were preferable to higher taxes for millions
of Americans.

“I’m not here to play games with the
American people or the health of the econo-
my,” Obama said of his day-old deal, which
is designed to avert a scheduled Jan. 1 expi-
ration of tax cuts at all income levels.

In a remarkable political role reversal,
Republicans lined up to support the pack-
age, while lawmakers of the president’s party
said they were prepared to oppose it. Liberal
Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., pledged to “do
everything I can to defeat this,” including a
filibuster to prevent a final vote.

The deal includes an extension of expir-
ing Bush-era tax cuts for all income levels —
not just for lower and middle-income tax-
payers, as Democrats wanted. It also con-
tains a renewal of jobless benefits due to
expire in a few weeks, and a one-year cut in
Social Security taxes paid by workers.

Other elements would loosen the estate
tax and provide breaks for businesses to spur
hiring. Officials said that overall, the propos-
al could add $900 billion to the federal
deficit over two years.

Democratic opposition focused chiefly
on two parts of the deal that marked conces-
sions to Republicans — the decision to let
expiring tax cuts remain in effect for people
in upper incomes, and a change in the estate

tax that the GOP has long sought.
Pelosi called the estate tax provision “a

bridge too far,” and Reid also singled it out
for criticism. It would allow $5 million per
spouse to pass tax-free to heirs, and tax any-
thing above that level at 35 percent.

The compromise is “something that’s not
done yet,” said Senate Majority Leader Harry
Reid, D-Nev. “We’re going to have to do
some more work,” he said after a closed door
meeting with Vice President Joe Biden and
members of the Democratic rank-and-file.

Across the Capitol, Speaker Nancy Pelosi
issued a statement that said, “We will contin-
ue discussions with the president and our
caucus in the days ahead.”

At his hastily called news conference,
Obama bristled at times, casting himself in the
role of compromiser-in-chief with the best
interests of the economy and public in mind.

“This isn’t an abstract debate. This is real
money, It will make a real difference in the
lives of people who sent us here,” Obama said.

The presidential news conference was part
of a full-scale defense of the agreement, which
the White House said would pump billions
into the economy at a time it is recovering
from the worst recession in eight decades and
unemployment stands at 9.8 percent.

The president was critical of Democrats
and Republicans, saying that if purely parti-
san attitudes rule, compromise would be
impossible.

At one point, he appeared to liken
Republican lawmakers insisting on tax cuts
for the wealthy to terrorists.

“I think it’s tempting not to negotiate
with hostage takers, unless the hostage gets
harmed. In this case the hostage is the

American people and I was not willing to see
them get harmed,” he said.

But he also rejected criticism from
Democrats. “I know there are some who
would have preferred a protracted political
fight,” he said. But he added he had decided
that compromise was preferable to letting
taxes rise on Jan. 1.

The events left Democratic leaders strug-
gling to avoid a major fight with the president,
at a moment that they are hoping to complete
work on several measures before Republicans
take control of the House in January. Most
prominently, Obama wants the Senate to rati-
fy a new arms control treaty with Russia.

Sen. Joe Lieberman of Connecticut, a
Democrat-turned-independent, urged sup-
port for the plan. “This tentative agreement
is an example of Washington working across
party lines to confront the challenges facing
our nation,” he said.

But organized labor, the liberal group
MoveOn.org and others criticized the deal.

In public and private, Democrats
expressed anger that Obama had bowed to
Republican demands to extend the expiring
tax cuts on the wealthy and make additional
concessions to the GOP on estate tax relief.

Some Democrats who met with Biden
quoted him as saying the deal was the best
the White House could obtain from
Republicans, who had staunchly blocked
legislation over the weekend to extend tax
cuts only on incomes below $200,000 for
individuals and $250,000 for couples.

Sen. Tom Harkin, D-Iowa, said he intend-
ed to oppose the new proposal barring
changes. “It didn’t wind up in a good end.
The deal as struck is not the best deal for our

country,” he said.
Others questioned whether the deal

would spur the economic growth enough to
outweigh the additional damage it would do
to the already disastrous debt situation.

“If we don’t vote for this, what happens
— not politically, but economically? If we do
vote for it, how sure can we be that it will, in
effect, spawn jobs pump the economy?” said
Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif.

Besides holding current tax rates in place
for all, the proposal would extend unem-
ployment benefits and reduce payroll taxes
for a year, avoiding a threatened cutoff in
checks to two million over the holidays and
as many as another five million next year.

The proposed Social Security tax cut
would apply to virtually every working
American. For one year they would pay 4.2
percent of their income, instead of 6.2 per-
cent, to the government retirement pro-
gram, fattening U.S. paychecks by $120 bil-
lion in 2011.

Someone earning $40,000 a year would
receive a $800 benefit, and a $70,000 earner
would save $1,400, officials said. More than
three-fourths of all Americans pay more in
these so-called payroll taxes than in federal
income taxes.

The White House said money from other
sources would be shifted so the Social
Security trust fund loses no revenue.

Obama said he reluctantly made another
concession to Republicans, concerning the
estate tax. It would tax estates worth more
than $5 million at a rate of 35 percent, a
GOP goal. Democrats favored a $3.5 million
threshold, with a 45 percent tax on anything
higher.

Democrats demand changes in Obama-GOP tax deal



WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2010
National

15Visit us online at smdp.com

The following are summaries of 
Ordinance Numbers 2329-2333, which were 

adopted by the City Council on November 23, 2010

Ordinance number 2329 (CCS) awards a taxicab operations franchise to Bell Cab Company to

provide taxicab services in the City.

Ordinance Number 2330(CCS) awards a taxicab operations franchise to Independent Taxi

Owners’ Association to provide taxicab services in the City.

Ordinance Number 2331 (CCS) awards a taxicab operations franchise to Metro Cab Company to

provide taxicab services in the City.

Ordinance Number 2332 (CCS) awards a taxicab operations franchise to TMAT Corporation,

doing business as Taxi! Taxi!, to provide taxicab services in the City.

Ordinance Number 2333 awards a taxicab operations franchise to LA Taxi Cooperative, Inc.,

doing business as Yellow Cab Company, to provide taxicab services in the City.

These ordinances will become effective thirty days after their adoption.  The full text of the ordi-

nances is available upon request from the Office of the City Clerk, located at 1685 Main Street,

Room 102, Santa Monica, California; phone (310) 458-8211.

Shopping around for the best automobile coverage
and the best price can be a real headache. Now,
we can help you get rid of that nagging problem by
using our computer – display system, right in our
office. We have immediate access to exactly what
over 25 major companies have to offer in the way
of auto insurance for your car. What a relief.

This was our message in the 1970’s...
Some things just don’t change

SAME DAY 
APPOINTMENT

MEDICARE
Board Certified Internist/Cardiologist
Private Practice Adjacent to St. Johns

Call by 10AM Monday - Thursday

(310) 264-2561 

Stuart Miller, M.D., FACC
usheart@roadrunner.com

BY DAN ELLIOTT
Associated Press

FORT CARSON, Colo. A baby-faced, chain-
smoking infantryman who was on a pre-
scribed antidepressant when he allegedly
shot and killed a captured Taliban member
is the latest challenge to the Army’s ability to
address mental health problems in the ranks
while fighting two lengthy wars.

Pfc. David Lawrence, 20, had also told
family members before the shooting that he
was hearing voices.

Lawrence is charged with premeditated
murder in the Oct. 17 death of the prisoner,
who prosecutors say was asleep in a jail cell
when he was shot. If convicted, Lawrence
could face execution or life in prison.

His case comes as the military grapples
with a rising numbers of suicides, post-trau-
matic stress disorder cases and traumatic
brain injuries. At the same time, command-
ers are striving to maintain the Army’s
numerical strength and soldier discipline in
the face of repeated deployments.

At a military court hearing for Lawrence
last week, prosecutors suggested he was fak-
ing mental illness in hopes of getting a
lighter sentence. Lawrence asked for and
received help from mental health providers
in Afghanistan, according to testimony.

But when he returned to his unit, he was-
n’t given the care or supervision he needed,
his civilian attorney, James Culp, said in an
interview. Instead, Culp said, he was
assigned to longer-than-normal shifts on
guard duty.

“I think what this case shows is there’s
these complex, contradictory needs in the
military,” said Barbara Van Dahlen, a clinical
psychologist and founder of Give An Hour, a
nonprofit that provides free mental health
services to returning troops and their fami-
lies.

“On the one hand ... we have to look out
for these folks,” she said. “On the other hand,
we have to keep control of our forces.”

Lawrence was assigned to Fort Carson’s
1st Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry
Division, and was stationed at a U.S. outpost
in the Arghandab Valley just outside the city
of Kandahar. He was standing guard at the
cell of the Taliban member, identified in
Army documents only as Mohebullah, who
was awaiting transfer to NATO coalition
custody.

At the Fort Carson hearing, prosecutors
described Lawrence as a zealot bent on
killing the enemy. They said his words and
actions indicated he deliberately arranged to
be the only guard on duty at the prisoner’s
cell.

Prosecutors said Lawrence didn’t tell
Army officials until after the shooting
that he was hearing voices, and that after
his arrest he spoke of “playing the crazy
card.”

Lawrence’s father, Brett Lawrence of
Lawrenceburg, Ind., and lawyer Culp por-
tray the soldier as a troubled young man
from a family with a history of schizophre-
nia. Before the shooting, Lawrence was badly
shaken by the deaths of two friends in
Afghanistan, including a chaplain, his father
and his lawyer said.

Brett Lawrence said that if his son failed
to report hearing voices to Army doctors and
officers in Afghanistan, he understands why.

David Lawrence saw “what his uncle and
his grandmother and his aunt had went
through, how they were treated when they
were hearing voices,” the father told The
Associated Press. “I believe he kept it to him-
self (in Afghanistan) so he would not be
ridiculed like they were.”

Culp, hired by Lawrence’s father, said the
soldier never mentioned “playing the crazy
card” until after he spoke with a military
defense attorney at a hearing in Afghanistan.

Under questioning by Culp at last week’s
hearing, some soldiers testified the “crazy
card” comment might have been a product
of Lawrence’s conversation with the military
lawyer. The soldiers spoke by speaker phone
from Afghanistan.

“Playing the crazy card” may have been
Lawrence’s way of saying the military lawyer
gave him some hope of using a mental ill-
ness defense, Culp told the AP after the hear-
ing.

Brett Lawrence said he doesn’t believe his
son would fake mental illness to excuse a
fatal shooting.

“My son would not throw his life away for
one person. He is a smart kid. He would not
go in there and just do it because he wanted
to kill somebody,” the father said.

Van Dahlen said a trained mental health
provider will be able to determine whether
David Lawrence has schizophrenia.

“You can’t really fake being schizophrenic
... not when an evaluator is looking at this,”
she said.

During last week’s hearing in a window-
less room at Fort Carson, Lawrence repeat-
edly appeared to doze off, which Culp said
was the influence of drugs prescribed by
Army doctors, including one for schizophre-
nia.

Like the other Army personnel at the
hearing, Lawrence wore combat fatigues. His
thick blond hair was cropped short, and he
wore rectangular, black-rimmed glasses.

During breaks, he went outside and
smoked, often two cigarettes in quick succes-
sion.

Dimitri Andre Jenkins, a medic in
Lawrence’s platoon, testified that after
Chaplain Dale Goetz was killed by an impro-
vised bomb in August, he saw Lawrence
“chain-smoking and looking at the ground,
angry.”

Last Thursday, Lawrence was admitted as
an inpatient to a mental health treatment
center in Colorado, his father said, although
he didn’t know the name or city of the cen-
ter.

Lawrence was admitted at the direction of
the Army psychiatrist in charge of his case,
not officers in the Army judicial system,
Culp said.

A Fort Carson spokesman said officials
couldn’t discuss the matter.

It was unclear what impact Lawrence’s
hospitalization would have on the prosecu-
tion. Also unclear was whether it would bol-
ster the defense argument that last week’s
hearing shouldn’t have started until the
Army completed a mental health evaluation
of Lawrence.

That review is expected to be finished by
Dec. 10. It includes an assessment of
Lawrence’s mental state at the time of the
shooting and whether he is capable of par-
ticipating in his own defense, according to a
document provided to the AP.

Army struggles with mental
health amid two long wars

office (310) 458-7737

CAN’T FIND A DAILY PRESS NEWSTAND IN YOUR AREA? WE’LL TRY TO GET ONE TO YOU!
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SURF CONDITIONS WATER TEMP: 61°
SWELL FORECAST
The wind swell should back off to waist to chest. 

LONG RANGE SYNOPSIS
WNW SWELL IS DUE. BY SUNRISE, MOST WEST FACING BREAKS ARE LOOKING AT SOME HEAD HIGH SETS. BY LATE MORNING, SIZE SHOULD REACH
2-3' OVERHEAD AT MOST WEST FACING SPOTS; DOH SET WAVES ARE LIKELY AT STANDOUT WEST FACING BREAKS.  

TIDE FORECAST FOR TODAY IN SANTA MONICA

(310) 829-7283
2632 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica, CA 90403 

www.mathnasium.com/santamonica

(213) 482-1567 
nowlegalonline.com

Celebrating  
40 Years

*CALL US FOR DETAILS

2 4 - H O U R  A T T O R N E Y  S E R V I C E

* Get a FREE Lunch with every 10 Deliveries

• Rush Messenger Service
• Rush Court Filings
• Licensed Process Servers
• Mobile Notaries
• Mobile Copy Service
• Drivers Equipped with a Handheld 

Radio for Immediate Contact

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WALNUT CREEK Heisman Trophy finalist
Andrew Luck of Stanford has been awarded
Pac-10 offensive player of the year honors.

In other awards announced by the con-
ference on Tuesday, Oregon State defensive
tackle Steven Paea was named top defensive
player and Oregon’s Chip Kelly won the
coach of the year.

USC receiver Robert Woods has been

picked as the top freshman offensive player
and Arizona State defensive end Junior
Onyeali is the top freshman defender.

Heisman Trophy finalist running back
LaMichael James was one of seven play-
ers for No. 2 Oregon to be picked first-
team all conference. Fifth-ranked
Stanford also had seven selections,
including Chase Beeler, David DeCastro
and Jonathan Martin from the offensive
line.

NCAA FOOTBALL

Luck named Pac-10
offensive player of year 
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The Meaning of Lila By John Forgetta & L.A. Rose

By Jim DavisGarfield

Strange Brew

Girls and Sports By Justin Borus and Andrew Feinstein

Treat a pal to munchies, Sag
ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★ Finally, teamwork prevails, even for just a
short moment. You understand a lot more than
you let on. Good news will come from a stunning
insight. If you are startled, just imagine your
more conservative friends with this nugget.
Tonight: Burning the candle at both ends. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★★ Keep reaching out for friends and perhaps
an unusual associate. Though you might not agree
with them, you'll gain another perspective. Yes, you
could be uncomfortable with forthcoming news.
Tonight: Whatever appeals to your imagination. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)  
★★★★ Break patterns and dare to walk a new
path. Others are timid and would rather watch.
You'll discover just how well all this works out
for you. A parent, boss or someone you need to
answer to surprises you. Tonight: Make togeth-
erness the theme. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★★★ Continue to defer, and suddenly you'll
gain tremendous insight into another person or
other people. Your humor and ability to move
past the inevitable mark a decision. Listen and be
aware of different associates' thoughts, but draw
your own conclusions. Tonight: Midweek break. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★ Remain level, despite a high degree of
excitement. You could be wondering what is the
best way to handle a partner. Be direct, and
request the same in return. You might be over-
whelmed by another person's lack of organization
and direction. Tonight: Beam in what you want. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★★★ Allow your imagination to flow.
Creativity spins out from out of nowhere. Your
ability to test others' commitment could draw
diverse reactions. Know that you have created
this situation. Honor a need to slow down.
Tonight: If possible, run errands on the way home. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★ If you want and feel the need to slow
down, do. Recognize what is going on behind
the scenes or in your mind. You have accepted
a lot of change. Everyone, including you, needs
time to process his or her feelings. Tonight:
Stay close to home. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★★ Keep conversations moving, preventing
getting stuck on one point or idea. Others
express a thankfulness that you are there for
them. Good will builds, especially when you share
one of your wilder ideas. Know that everything is
possible. Tonight: In the center of the action. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★ Be sensitive to a situation that is brew-
ing that could affect the give-and-take of your
checkbook. Optimism prevails, pushing you
toward taking a risk -- an easy move for you. Be
sensitive to another person's needs. Tonight:
Treat a pal to munchies. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★★ Be sensitive to another person's abili-
ties and true capacities. This person might
think he or she can do whatever is needed.
Your sensitivity in handling this matter could
determine much of what goes on at a later
date. Tonight: Know when to call it a night. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★ Continue a low profile, at least for today.
Gather more information involving a financial
change or opportunity. Your sixth sense lets
you know if a risk is simply too much for your
stress levels. Tonight: Do for you. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★★★ Though you see others as pushing a
project or situation to its culmination, you are
the conductor. Your actions and words count.
Pick and choose your responses with care.
Impulsiveness doesn't serve you. Tonight:
Where your friends are. 

This year, make a conscious effort to head in a new direction.

Spontaneity defines your actions, and the end result will be greater

security. Interpersonal relationships change because of a new sense of

self. You are willing to look within and perhaps see how sometimes you set yourself up. If you are single, romance could

enter your life come 2011. This person could be part of your life's history and appear in your memoirs! If you are attached,

others watch you as a couple as you start acting like newlyweds once more. AQUARIUS draws out your opinions.  

★★★★★Dynamic   
★★★★ Positive 
★★★ Average   

★★ So-So   
★ Difficult

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:Happy birthday

By John Deering Speed Bump By Dave Coverly

Aero Theatre
1328 Montana Ave.
(310) 260-1528

South of the Border (NR) 1hr 42min
7:30pm

AMC Loews Broadway 4
1441 Third Street Promenade
(310) 458-6232

Burlesque (PG-13) 1hr 40min
1:30pm, 4:15pm, 7:00pm, 9:40pm

Today's Special (NR) 1hr 39min
1:55pm, 6:45pm

Social Network (PG-13) 2hrs 00min
1:45pm, 4:30pm, 7:10pm, 10:00pm

Next Three Days (PG-13) 2hrs 02min
1:15pm, 4:00pm, 6:50pm, 9:50pm

Dead Awake (R) 1hr 29min
4:20pm, 9:15pm

AMC Santa Monica 7
1310 Third St.
(310) 451-9440

Harry Potter and the Order of the
Phoenix (PG-13) 2hrs 18min
11:00am, 12:00pm, 3:25pm, 5:30pm,
6:40pm, 9:55pm

Tangled in Disney Digital 3D (PG) 1hr

40min
10:45am, 1:20pm, 4:10pm, 7:00pm,
9:50pm

Morning Glory (PG-13) 1hr 42min
11:30am, 2:40pm, 5:15pm, 8:00pm,
10:35pm

Unstoppable (PG-13) 1hr 38min
11:45am, 2:30pm, 4:55pm, 7:30pm,
10:15pm

Burlesque (PG-13) 1hr 40min
10:50am, 2:00pm, 5:00pm, 7:45pm,
10:30pm

Megamind 3D (PG) 1hr 36min
11:15am, 1:35pm, 4:35pm, 7:15pm,
9:35pm

Next Three Days (PG-13) 2hrs 02min
2:15pm, 9:00pm

Laemmle’s Monica Fourplex
1332 Second St.
(310) 478-3836

Meskada (R) 1hr 38min
1:40pm, 4:20pm, 7:20pm, 9:55pm

Fair Game (PG-13) 1hr 48min
1:50pm, 4:30pm, 7:10pm, 9:50pm

Inside Job (PG-13) 1hr 48min
4:10pm, 7:00pm, 9:40pm

127 Hours (R) 1hr 33min
12:50pm, 3:10pm, 5:30pm, 7:55pm,
10:15pm

Essential Killing (NR) 2hrs 05min
1:55pm

AMC Criterion 6 
1313 Third Street Promenade
(310) 395-1599 

Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows -
Part 1 (PG-13) 2hrs 30min
1:00pm, 4:10pm, 7:20pm, 10:30pm

Due Date (R) 1hr 35min
12:45pm, 3:10pm, 5:25pm, 7:45pm,
10:10pm

Faster (R) 1hr 38min
1:45pm, 4:20pm, 7:00pm, 9:35pm

Love and Other Drugs (R) 1hr 53min
2:00pm, 4:45pm, 7:35pm, 10:15pm

Tangled (PG) 1hr 40min
12:20pm, 2:55pm, 5:30pm, 7:55pm,
10:20pm

Warrior's Way (NR) 1hr 40min
12:30pm, 3:00pm, 5:30pm, 8:00pm,
10:25pm

For more information, e-mail news@smdp.com

MOVIE TIMES
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■ After Hurricane Katrina devas-
tated New Orleans and the Gulf
Coast in 2005, Congress under-
wrote $7.9 billion in tax-free bonds
that Louisiana could sell in order to
rehabilitate the area. According to
an August status report in
Newsweek, $5.9 billion in bonds
have been sold by the state, but
only $55 million of that (1 percent)
is for projects inside New Orleans
(and none in the devastated Lower
Ninth Ward). By contrast, $1.7 bil-
lion (about 29 percent) is going to
projects that benefit the state's oil
industry. 
■ One of New York City's (midtown
Manhattan's) favorite meet-up
spots, according to an October
report in The New York Times, is
Colombian artist Fernando
Botero's 12-foot-tall "Adam" statue
at Time Warner Center. However,
since Adam is nude and the statue
is so pedestrian-friendly, maintain-
ing it has become a problem,
according to the center's general
manager. As the Times described
it, "Most of Adam is deep dark
brown," but the easily-accessible
penis "is worn golden from exten-
sive handling." (The Times also
noted that "(a)t the Botero" is a
less-popular meet-up suggestion
than "(u)nderneath the penis.")

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

eessttiivvaattee
\\  EESS--ttuuhh--vveeyytt  \\    ,,  vveerrbb;;
1. To spend the summer, as at a
specific place or in a certain
activity.

WORD UP!

Sudoku
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column, and 3x3 block. Use logic
and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from ★ (easiest) to ★★★★★ (hardest).

King Features Syndicate

6  11  12  18  56
Meganumber: 12
Jackpot: $74M

8  28  32  37  44
Meganumber: 24
Jackpot: $10M

7  12  14  22  34

MIDDAY: 6 9 6
EVENING: 5 1 1

1st: 12 Lucky Charms
2nd: 06 Whirl Win
3rd: 02 Lucky Star
RACE TIME: 1:45.48

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number
information, mistakes can occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California
State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game
information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery
retailers. Visit the California State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

DAILY LOTTERY

• Fill the grid with the set of given
numbers (1 to 12) to satisfy the
Equa demands (7 to 24) in the shad-
ed boxes. The Equa demands repre-
sent the sum of the digits that you
will insert into the empty squares.

• Each horizontal row has one Equa
demand to satisfy; each vertical col-
umn also has one demand to satis-
fy. Each empty square in the grid
dictates the math operation (addi-
tion +, subtraction -, multiplication
X, and division ÷) that must be per-
formed to meet the demands.

• You must follow the given math
operations for each square and you
must make sure all the numbers sat-
isfy the demands in the shaded
boxes when connected in adjacent
threes and calculated together from
left to right, and top to bottom.

• The numbers you insert into the
grid must satisfy the Equa demands
both horizontally and vertically.

For more games, 
go to www.arithmo.com

TM

GETTING STARTED
There are many strategies to solving
Sudoku. One way to begin is to
examine each 3x3 grid and figure
out which numbers are missing.
Then, based on the other numbers in
the row and column of each blank
cell, find which of the missing num-
bers will work. Eliminating numbers
will eventually lead you to the
answer.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

1993The North American
Free Trade Agreement

is signed into law by US President
Bill Clinton.

1998Eighty-one people are
killed by armed groups

in Algeria.

1998The Australian Cricket
Board's cover-up of

Shane Warne and Mark Waugh's
involvement with bookmakers is
revealed.

2002The Caribbean
Community Heads of

Government meet with the
Government of Cuba and declare
the date to be "CARICOM-Cuba
Day"—to celebrate diplomatic ties
between the Caribbean
Community (CARICOM) and Cuba.

2004The Cuzco
Declaration is signed

in Cuzco, Peru, establishing the
South American Community of
Nations.

TODAY IN HISTORY

"Attention
Seniors with
Retirement
Savings!"
"Retirees Make These

Mistakes Losing

Thousands of Dollars"

A nationally known financial expert says many

seniors who have savings accounts make these

mistakes, costing themselves and their families

thousands of dollars! They risk their retirement

security, increasing the chance they could outlive

their money. This is true whether they handle

retirement savings themselves, or with help from a

professional!  Are you needlessly losing thousands

of dollars?  Find out NOW, by getting this eye

opening FREE report that reveals retirement sav-

ings secrets that banks and insurance companies

don't want you to know!  

Call toll-free, 800-238-1719, 24 hrs. for a 

FREE recorded message and get this report.

CALL NOW, before it's too late!
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $5.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 3:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:30 p.m. PAYMENT: All pri-
vate party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press,
P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For
information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm     LOCATION 410 Broadway, Suite B, Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310)458-7737
CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!

There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.
Prepay your ad today!

Classifieds
$550 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!

Miscellaneous
$$OLD GUITARS WANTED$$ 
Gibson,Fender,Martin,Gretsch. 1920's to 
1980's. Top Dollar paid. Toll 
Free:1-866-433-8277

**Diet Pills** Maximum prescription 
strength! (Phentrazine 37.5 white/blue 
spec. 60 tabs $59.95) No prescription 
needed. FREE SHIPPING. Order now 
1-866-611-6889. www.RapidWeight-
loss.com

1000 envelopes = $5000 Receive $3-$7 
per envelope stuffed with sales materi-
als.GUARANTEED! 24/hr recording: 
800-985-2977

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train for high 
paying Aviation Maintenance Career. 
FAA approved program. Financial aid if 
qualified - Housing available CALL 
Aviation Institute of Maintenance 
(866)453-6204.

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from home. 
Medical, Business, Paralegal, Account-
ing, Criminal Justice. Job placement as-
sistance. Computer available. Financial 
aid if qualified. Call 800-494-3586 
www.CenturaOnline.com

CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed DIA-
BETIC TEST STRIPS - up to $17/Box! 
Shipping paid. Sara 1-800-371-1136. 
www.cash4diabeticsupplies.com

FREE HD for LIFE! DISH Network. 
$24.99/mo. - Over 120 Channels. Plus 
$500 BONUS! Call 1-800-915-9514.

Get your holiday cash. Oil and gas roy-
alty and mineral rights buyer. 
4 0 8 - 2 0 2 - 9 3 0 7
TheRoyaltyBuyer@aol.com

Employment
Front Desk Receptionist. We are looking 
to hire a Receptionist and would love to 
hear from you if you are 18 years of age 
and above, have a High School Diploma 
or GED, have good communication and 
people skills and can handle various re-
sponsibilities. We are looking for char-
acteristics more so than experience, so 
if you are upbeat, friendly and like to 
help people, please apply today! Con-
tact us: ( dagarner@live.com )

Help Wanted
ACTORS/MOVIE EXTRAS - 
$150-$300/Day depending on job. No 
experience. All looks needed. 
1-800-281-5185-A103

ASSEMBLE MAGNETS & CRAFTS at 
home! Year-round work! Great pay! Call 
toll free 1-866-844-5091

THE JOB FOR YOU! $500 Sign-on-bonus. 
Travel the US with our young minded 
enthusiastic business group. Cash and 
bonuses daily. Call Jan 888-361-1526 
today.

Adoption
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION? 
You choose from families nationwide. 
LIVING EXPENSES PAID. Abby's One True 
Gift Adoptions. 866-413-6292, 24/7 
Void/Illinois

For Sale
2006 Bobcat T300 Track Loader Asking 
$2960, heat and A/C, contact me for 
details and pics 
harvath34ga@msn.com / 
559-328-1985

Electronics
DIRECT to home Satellite TV $19.99/mo. 
FREE installation, FREE HD-DVR up-
grade. New customers - No Activation 
Fee! Credit/Debit Card Req. Call 
1-800-795-3579

Wanted
Sell your diabetes test strips any 
kind/brand unexpired $16.00 box ship-
ping paid 1-800-266-0702 
www.selldiabeticstrips.com

For Rent
501 N. Venice 1+1, #26 $1250/mo 
stove, fridge, carpet, utilities included, 
laundry, parking, no pets. 
(310)574-6767 www.jkwproperties.com

501 N. Venice unit 18 single, $1025/mo 
$750 off move-in stove, fridge, carpet, 
utilities included, laundry, parking, no 
pets. (310)574-6767 www.jkwproper-
ties.com

MAR VISTA 12450 Culver Blvd. gated 
parking, intercom entry, stove, fridge, 
utilities included, laundry, parking, no 
pets. $995 and up $750 off move-in 
(888)414-7778 www.jkwproperties.com 

MAR VISTA 12610 CASWELL ave.unit 1, 
1bdrm/1ba $1075/mo. stove, fridge, 
time/carpet,floors ceiling fan blinds, 
parking, laundry, no pets. $75 off 
move-in (310)578-7512 www.jkwprop-
erties.com

MV/MDR adj. Spacious 1 bedroom upper 
with private balcony near Centinela/90 
Fwy. Stove, fridge, large closets, laun-
dry, parking. One month Free $1100/mo. 
(310)828-4481 or (310)993-0414 after 
6p.m.

MYSTERY SHOPPERS! Earn up to $150 
daily. Get paid to shop pt/ft. Call now 
800-690-1272.

Santa Monica $795. Prime location, 
North of Wilshire. Partially . Close to 
Beach. 917 Lincoln Blvd #1. Call: 
310-395-1495 or 310-666-8361

SM $1550 large 1 bdrm Arizona & 
Franklin hardwood floors,.remodeled 
kitchen & bath, lots of windows, bright 
& airy. Spacious closets, beautiful yard 
& garden area. Laundry on site, fridge & 
stove 310-729-5367

SM. ADJACENT Ocean View large 2+2, 
top of hill, private drvway/sundeck 2 
parking, $2095 (310)390-4610

VENICE 714 1/2 Indiana Ave. 2 bedroom 
1 bath lower, unit stove, ceiling fans 
tile hardwood floors laundry gated en-
try, small pet OK with deposit $1595 
(310)578-7512 www.jkwproperties.com

WLA Spacious 2 bedroom, 1.5 bath, up-
per apt, near SM. Blvd/Bundy. Large 
bedrooms & baths, stove, fridge, D/W, 
fireplace, laundry, parking, smaller 
quiet building, $1685/mo  One month 
FREE. Info (310) 828-4481

Commercial Lease

PRIME SANTA MONICA WALK TO 
OCEAN AND promenade on 6th and 
Santa Monica Blvd. basement for 
rent. Great for architectural office, 
internet start up, or storage,  8000 
square feet $2900Call 
(310)995-5136

Real Estate
***FREE Foreclosure Listings*** OVER 
400,000 properties nationwide. Low 
down payment. Call now 800-250-2043

Storage Space
SANTA MONICA large garage for rent 
private alley access, $200/mo Arizona & 
Franklin 310-729-5367

Automotive
WANTED JAPANESE MOTORCYCLES KA-
WASAKI,1970-1980, Z1-900, KZ900, 
KZ1000, H2-750, H1-500, S1-250, 
S2-250, S2-350, S3-400. CASH PAID. 
1-800-772-1142. 1-310-721-0726

Autos Wanted
DONATE YOUR CAR. FREE TOWING. 
"Cars for Kids". Any condition. Tax de-
ductible outreachcenter.com, 
1-800-597-9411

Services

Handyman

The Handy Hatts
Painting and Decorating Co.

SINCE 1967
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

SPECIALISTS IN ALL 
DAMAGE REPAIR

“EXPERT IN GREEN CONCEPTS”

Free estimates, great referrals

Call Brian @
(310) 927-5120
(310) 915-7907

LIC# 888736
“HOME SWEET HOME”

FULL SERVICE HANDYMAN
FROM A TO Z

Financial
$$$ ACCESS LAWSUIT CASH NOW!!! In-
jury Lawsuit Dragging? Need fast 
$500-$500,000+? We help. Call 
1-866-386-3692 www.lawcapital.com

$5.50 A DAY LINER ADS! 
CALL TODAY (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737
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